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Martha Wolfe, 81, Pen-
nville

Roger Hansel, 68, Portland
Robert Masters, 72, Port-

land
Dennis Franck, 88, rural

Jay County
Marc Wissler, 45, Muncie
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
sunny and breezy conditions
with a high of  60 and winds
gusting to 36 miles per hour.
Expect a low of  30 tonight with
continued windy conditions
and a chance of  showers.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The City of  Portland will
hold its spring clean-up next
week. Residents can place
large trash items at the curb
for pick-up with regular trash
during that week. Items that
will not be accepted include
electronics, construction
materials and tires.

There was an error in the
information shared with The
Commercial Review about the
house fire Tuesday. Keith Ren-
ner’s daughter, Veronica, had
been cooking a meal when she
smelled the smoke.

Deaths Weather In review Clarification
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Another long-awaited
hospital move is coming
Monday.

IU Health Jay’s behav-
ioral health unit will open
in its new location in
Building C — formerly the
surgery center — on the
west side of  the hospital’s
campus in Portland.

“It’s so exciting,” said
Jennifer VanSkyock, pro-
gram manager for IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health on
Thursday while her team
was preparing for the
move. “I mean, this has
been so long coming. Our
team needs this. Our
patients need this. …

“We knew we needed to
be close so that we could
be a support and it can
make it more convenient
for our patients and so we
can have the warm hand-
off  between our nurse
practitioner and our staff
at the other clinic.

“I can’t wait ’til Monday
when we’re all ready to
go.”

The program has been
located at the former Vor-
mohr Medical Center on
county road 100 South.
The billing department,
which has also been at the
site, is moving as well.

The new home for the
unit is part of  a larger ren-
ovation project that was
announced in late 2020.
Construction was initially
expected to be complete in
2021, but long delays
because of  the coron-
avirus pandemic and sup-
ply chain issues pushed
the timeline back signifi-
cantly.

The original plan was to
shift the hospital’s admin-
istrative offices to the east,
with behavioral health to
take over the newly
opened space.

“The hospital space that
was going to be available
for us was so small,” said
VanSkyock.

See Moving page 5

By RAY COONEY,
BAILEY CLINE,
SCOTT SHAFFER
and RICK REED
The Commercial Review

WINCHESTER and
SELMA — Taco Bell and
Freedom of  Life Church
are gone.

Jay Randolph Develop-
mental Services, Goodwill
and a nearby shopping
center sustained signifi-
cant damage.

Homes on the south side
of  Winchester, including
Summers Pointe and the
Gaslight Addition, and
continuing east along
Base Road and Greenville
Pike and on the east side
of  Selma were destroyed
or heavily damaged. And
debris was strewn all over.

A tornado that moved
roughly along the Indiana
32 corridor and touched
down in Selma and Win-
chester caused millions
of  dollars in damage to
homes and businesses as
a severe line of  storms
left trails of  destruction
in Indiana, Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Arkansas.

The National Weather
Service’s Indianapolis
office on Friday after-
noon confirmed an EF3
tornado in both commu-
nities. An EF3 is consid-
ered “severe,” with winds
ranging from 136 to 165
miles per hour on the
Enhanced Fujita Scale. 

See Tornadoes page 5

Tornadoes slam
Winchester, Selma

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

In light of  a new report finding
Indiana’s housing affordability
worsened over the last year, a
group of  advocates on Thursday
called on Gov. Eric Holcomb to
establish a dedicated task force,
saying lawmakers haven’t done
enough to solve the state’s hous-
ing crisis.

An analysis from Prosperity
Indiana and the National Low
Income Housing Coalition found
that the Hoosier State now ranks
slightly below the national aver-
age for its affordable housing
supply. In terms of  the housing
cost burden for extremely low-
income renter households, Indi-

ana is now tenth-worst in the
nation. 

“The supply of  affordable
rental housing for extremely low-
income households remains
deeply inadequate nationwide
and specifically here in Indiana,”
said Aspen Clemons, the execu-
tive director of  Prosperity Indi-
ana. “… We often hear that Indi-
ana is an affordable place to live.

The data contained in today’s
report reveals that — for a grow-
ing number of  Hoosiers, particu-
larly extremely low-income
Hoosier households, aging
Hoosiers, Black Hoosiers and
brown Hoosiers — this claim is
simply untrue.”

In response, the Hoosier Hous-
ing Needs Coalition called on Hol-
comb to establish a task force in

the vein of  his public health com-
mission, which advanced a signif-
icant measure to increase state
funding for local public health
efforts. The group acknowledged
efforts by Holcomb in the past,
including a veto on a controver-
sial measure and support during
the COVID-19 pandemic but said
more work was needed. 

In response, Holcomb high-
lighted recent legislative efforts
and noted that roughly one-third
of  requests for state READI fund-
ing were housing related.

“But message received by those
folks because we do find our-
selves in a global environment,”
Holcomb said during an unrelat-
ed press availability later that
day. 

Group calls for housing task force

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

April Nixon and Pam Dobbs sort through the remains of their
relative’s home Friday along Jackson Street in Selma following the Thursday
night tornado that caused millions of dollars of damage in Winchester and
Selma. The tornado was categorized as an EF3 — “severe” — on the
Enhanced Fujita Scale with peak winds estimated up to 165 mph.

Storm classified as EF3,
strongest in magnitude
for counties since 1984

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Cheerful chick
Elena Muhlenkamp, 5, holds a chick with mother Katie Muhlenkamp and sister Hallie Muhlenkamp, 1, during the

family Easter celebration Thursday at Jay County Public Library. Families learned about chickens and egg production while
also participating in Easter-themed crafts.

Behavioral
health will
be at new

site Monday

Unit is
moving
to IU Jay
campus

State now ranks below national
average for affordable housing
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Martha Wolfe
June 27, 1942-March 13, 2024

Martha Jane Wolfe, 81, Pennville,
died Wednesday at her home. 

Services are pending at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Pennville.

Roger Hansel
Roger V. Hansel, was a devoted

husband and father. He put his fam-
ily first and tried to make a better
life for them than he had growing
up. He attended Catholic schools in
Cincinnati and graduated from
Roger Bacon High School in Ohio,
where he excelled. 

He met Pam when she was 13
years old and he was 16 at Angelo’s
Pizza Parlor in Cincinnati. She told
him on that day
“when I grow up I am
going to marry you.”
They did get married
and were for 49 years
and had six kids.

Roger had worked
in real estate and
then enlisted in the
U.S. Air Force after
high school as an air-
craft mechanic working on SR 71
and U2, received his commission
then went to OTS in San Antonio,
Texas, in 1985 and became a person-
nel officer. He earned his bachelor’s
degree while enlisted and later
earned his master’s degree from
Golden Gate University. Through
his determination and hard work,
he moved up in ranks to captain. 

He spent a lot of  time working on
the Freedom of  Information Act,
which he personally developed sev-
eral policies. He served 20 years in
the air force, retired, then spent
some years teaching at universities
in Kentucky and Indiana. He was
always willing to help others learn.
He had patience and took the time to
make sure his pupils understood the
material. He mentored to people in
the military as well as helping civil-
ians to better themselves by finding
them work. He worked multiple
times for the VA, where he was
determined to not let veterans slip
through the cracks. He always stuck
to his values, and was an amazing
role model to his kids. He had a
great sense of  humor and enjoyed
debating issues. He was always
happy to tell you why he was right.

He will be truly missed by those
who got to know him. He had a pow-
erful impact on everyone he met. If
you were his friend you were his
friend for life.

Surviving are his wife Pamela
(Owens) Hansel of  Portland; four
daughters, Phyllis Hansel of  Eaton,
Nicole King (husband: Steve) of  Ari-
zona, Crystal Jackson (husband:
Craig) of  Oklahoma and Amanda
Graley (husband: Josh) of  Albany;
two brothers, Patrick McMann (wife:

Patty) of  Ohio and Mark Hansel
(wife: Cecelia) of  Florida; two sisters
Kim Pridemore (husband: Mike) of
Texas and Nancy Holcomb of  Ohio;
eight grandchildren and several
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by sons
Billy and Roger Hansel II; and his
mother Patricia Hansel.

Visitation will be on Sunday,
March 17, 2024, from noon to 3 p.m.
in the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home. Graveside services will fol-
low in the Salamonia Cemetery
with military graveside rites by
American Legion Post #211.

Memorials can be made to St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Condolences can be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Robert Masters
Dec. 9, 1951-March 14, 2024

Robert Masters, age 72, of  Port-
land passed away on Thursday,
March 14, 2024, in IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie.

He was born in Portland on Dec. 9,
1951, the son of  Bobby and Janice
(Macy) Masters. He was retired
from Tyson Foods in Portland.

Surviving is a sister, Vicky Fellers
of  Portland.

There will be no funeral services.
Burial will be in the Green Park
Cemetery.  

Memorials can be made to the Jay
County Humane Society.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements.

Dennis Franck
Dec. 10, 1935-March 14, 2024

Dennis Peter Franck, 88, of  rural
Jay County, passed away on Thurs-
day, March 14, 2024, at his home. 

He was born on Dec. 10, 1935, in
St. Henry, Ohio, to the late Ferd and
Esther (Olding) Franck. 

In addition to his parents, Dennis
was preceded in death by his broth-
ers, Donald Franck
and Bob Franck; and
his sister, Shirley
Franck. 

Dennis is survived
by his wife of  68
years, Joan (Martin)
Franck, who he mar-
ried on Sept. 11, 1955;
his daughters, Deb
Franck of  Berne,
Indiana, and Susan Addington of
Jay County; his grandchildren
Grace Brunswick and Chase (fiancé:
Carli McBride) Addington; his
great-grandchildren, Alli, Mercy,
Maybrie, Nadalie and Roxanne; and
his sisters-in-law, Brenda Franck,
Marie Franck and Liz Lawson. 

Dennis was a 1954 graduate of
Madison High School. He spent
most of  his life raising turkeys and
farming. Later in life, Dennis drove
semi for a few years. He was a mem-
ber of  the Fort Recovery VFW and

Mary Help of  Christians Catholic
Church.

In his free time, Dennis enjoyed
going up to his place in the Upper
Peninsula of  Michigan, where his
favorite pastime was fishing. He
also enjoyed playing golf, cards and
being with his family. 

A Liturgy of  the Word service
will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 19, 2024, at Brockman Boeck-
man Funeral Home, Fort Recovery,
with Fr. Peter Logsdon officiating. 

Guests may visit with Dennis'
family on Tuesday from 11 a.m.
until the start of  the service at 1
p.m. at the funeral home. 

Memorial contributions may be
given to Compassus Hospice, 3530 W.
Fox Ridge Lane, Muncie, IN 47304. 

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com. 

Marc Wissler
Sept. 28, 1978-March 13, 2024

Marc A. Wissler passed from this
world into the next on Wednesday,
March 13, 2024, at the age of  45. He
leaves with the love of  his family.

He was born in Portland, Indiana,
to Allen Wissler and Alberta Elen-
burg on Sept. 28, 1978. Marc gradu-
ated from Wapahani High School in
1997 and later attended Ball State
University. He worked in the restau-
rant business in Indi-
ana, Florida, Arizona
and Texas. 

Marc had a very
outgoing personality
and never knew a
stranger. He loved
life.

He is survived by
his father, Allen
(Shelly) Wissler of
Greenwood; mother, Alberta Elen-
burg of  Muncie; brothers, Kent
(Emily) Wissler and Chad Wissler;
nephew, Riley and niece, Sophia;
and stepbrothers, Eric Elenburg
and Jason Elenburg (Ryan Batsie).

Marc was preceded in death by
his stepfather, Gary Elenburg;
maternal grandparents, Brad and
Charlotte Ramsey; and paternal
grandparents, Ralph and Marjorie
Wissler. 

Due to Marc's illness in the last
few months, he was living at Parker
Health and Rehabilitation Center.
The family would like to thank all
the hard working staff  that took
excellent care of  Marc over the last
several months.

Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at
Fellowship Baptist Church, 2204 S.
Macedonia Ave., Muncie, with Pas-
tor Ron Elam and Tim Reynolds offi-
ciating. Friends may visit from 10 to
11 a.m. prior to the service at the
church.

A personal condolence can be sent
to the family by visiting sprolesfam-
ilycares.com.

Saturday
Farlow, Allan: 10:30 a.m.,

Swiss Village Chapel, 1350 W.
Main St., Berne.

Current, Janis: 11 a.m., Hill-
crest Cemetery, rural Redkey.

Simon, Joan: 2 p.m., West
Missionary Church, 4295 W. Indi-
ana 218, Berne.

Sunday
Hansel, Roger: 3 p.m., Sala-

monia Cemetery.

Tuesday
Franck, Dennis: 1 p.m.,

Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery.

Wednesday
Wissler, Mark: 11 a.m., Fel-

lowship Baptist Church, 2204 S.
Macedonia Ave., Muncie.

Service listings provided by
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Franck

Wissler

Officers elected
Jay County Plan Com-

mission elected officers at
its meeting Thursday.

Commission members
re-elected Scott Hilfiker as
president and Steve Ford
as vice president, and they
elected Jeanne Houchins
as secretary. The group
also reappointed Pati
McLaughlin as its record-
ing secretary and selected
Chad Aker as its non-vot-
ing representative on
Portland Plan Commis-
sion.

McLaughlin noted at the
meeting plan commission
can have another voting

member who is a Jay
County resident and
either a Purdue Extension
Office or agricultural
community representa-
tive. (The spot hasn’t been
filled for three years.)

She also pointed out the
group will likely host a
public hearing about Hod-
son Energy’s proposed
solar farm in April or May.

Trailer fire
A mobile home in Port-

land caught on fire Friday.
Emergency personnel

responded to a call at 4:26
p.m. Friday from Ray and
Lacey Bowdell of  Oak-

wood Manufactured Home
Community. Their chil-
dren had set a mattress on
fire with a lighter, accord-
ing to Portland Fire
Department. Ray Bowdell
attempted to toss the mat-
tress outside, burning his
hand in the process.

Fire damage was mostly
contained to the bedroom,
hallway and front
entrance of  the trailer, but
the whole home sustained
heavy smoke damage.
Approximately 12 fire-
fighters responded to the
scene and put out the
flames in about 20 min-
utes. 

Capsule Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 5-8-1
Daily Four: 7-3-1-2
Quick Draw: 5-8-13-15-

16-17-25-26-27-28-32-42-48-
50-51-52-59-62-65-78

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-6-1
Pick 4: 8-1-5-0

Pick 5: 6-4-9-4-4
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 15-22-

28-36-37
Jackpot: $242,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$600 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$815 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.31
April corn ................4.31
Wheat ......................4.09

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.37
April corn ................4.39
May corn..................4.42

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.24
April corn ................4.22
Beans ......................11.80

April beans ............11.83
Wheat ......................5.04

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.13
April corn ................4.16
Beans ......................11.81
April beans ............11.85
Wheat .......................4.88

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.27
April corn ................4.27
Beans ......................11.61
April beans ............11.66
Wheat ......................4.59

In 1521, navigator
Ferdinand Magellan of
Portugal reached the
Philippines during his
circumnavigation of
the globe for Spain. He
established Spain’s
first alliance in the
Pacific.

In 1750, astronomer
Caroline Herschel was
born in Hanover, Ger-
many. She was a pio-
neer in the field of
astronomy, working
with her brother Sir
William Herschel. She
detected three nebulae
via telescope in 1783
and became the first
woman to discover a
comet in 1786.

In 1751, James Madi-
son was born in Port
Conway, Virginia. He is
considered the “Father
of  the Constitution”
for his leadership at
the Constitutional Con-
vention and served as
the fourth president of
the United States.

In 1802, Congress
approved legislation to
establish the United
States Military Acade-
my at West Point. It is
located on the west
band of  the Hudson
River, about 50 miles
north of  New York City.

In 1827, the first
United States newspa-
per owned and operat-
ed by African Ameri-
cans, “Freedom’s Jour-
nal,” was published in
New York City.

In 1850, “The Scarlet
Letter” by Nathaniel
Hawthorne was pub-
lished.

In 1861, Edward
Clark took over the role
of  Texas governor from
Sam Houston, who was
evicted from office for

refusing to take an oath
of  loyalty to the Con-
federacy.

In 1926, the first suc-
cessful launch of  a liq-
uid-propellant rocket
was achieved by Ameri-
can inventor Robert H.
Goddard. His rockets
served as early proto-
types of  modern moon
thrusters.

In 1945, U.S.
Marines captured the
Japanese island of  Iwo
Jima during World War
II. Six Marines raising
the flag atop Mount
Suribachi on the island
resulted in one of  the
most iconic photos
from the war.

In 1968, U.S. soldiers
killed an estimated 500
unarmed villagers in
what became known as
the My Lai Massacre
during the Vietnam
War. The village of  My
Lai had been consid-
ered a Viet Cong
stronghold.

In 1970, WNIN TV
channel 9 of  Evans-
ville, Indiana, started
broadcasting. It still
serves as a Public
Broadcasting Service
provider today.

In 2013, Jay County
High School senior
Katie Snyder closed her
career by breaking the
decades-old vault
record with a score of
9.675 during the IHSAA
Gymnastics State
Finals at Ball State
University’s Worthen
Arena.

In 2022, Jay County
High School senior
Haleigh Clayton signed
to play softball at Lin-
coln Trail Community
College.

—The CR

Monday
Monday, March 18
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 50
S. Mooney St.

CR almanac

43/27 35/24 48/28 48/33 55/41
Mostly

sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Sunday, when
the low will be
around 27.

There’s a
chance of
showers on
Thursday
under mostly
sunny skies.

Sunny
skies on
Wednesday,
when the
high will be
48 degrees.

There’s a
chance of
snow Monday.
Otherwise,
mostly cloudy,
with a low of
24.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a low of
28 degrees.

Sunday
3/17

Monday
3/18

Tuesday
3/19

Wednesday
3/20

Thursday
3/21



By DEB BALZER
Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

The weather can be
unpredictable, especially
in late winter. One day it
might be sunny and
warm, the next day it
might be freezing and
snowy. How does this
changing weather affect
your health and well-
being? And what can you
do to protect yourself
from getting sick?

Doctor Tejal Shelat, a
Mayo Clinic family medi-
cine resident, says fluctua-
tions in temperature can
cause the body tempera-
ture to vary as well.

Changes in body tem-
perature and exposure to
seasonal viruses make
you more susceptible to
catching illnesses such as
the common cold and flu.

Symptoms of  respirato-
ry infections

Shelat says that these
viruses can cause upper
respiratory infections,
which are characterized
by several symptoms:

•Runny nose
•Postnasal drip
•Fevers over 100.4 F

•Shortness of  breath
•Persistent productive

cough
Chest pain when taking

in a deep breath may indi-
cate a more serious infec-
tion, such as pneumonia.

To prevent or treat these
infections, Shelat recom-
mends boosting your
immune system with
some simple strategies.
The first is to consume
enough vitamin C, which
is a powerful antioxidant
that can help fight off
infections.

Strategies to stay
healthy in changing
weather

•Consume enough vita-
min C from fruits or sup-
plements to boost your
immune system.

•Exercise regularly, at
least 30 minutes a day, five
days a week, to improve
your blood circulation and
cellular function.

•Seek medical attention
if  you have a fever above
100.4 F or any severe or
persistent symptoms.

“Fruits that are rich in
vitamin C, like lemons
and oranges, just having

one a day or squeezing a
few slices of  lemon into
your water bottle, that
might go a long way in
protecting your immune
system,” Shelat says. She
adds that some people may
prefer to take vitamin C
and zinc tablets, but a
healthy diet that includes
fruits and vegetables is
more than adequate.

Another strategy is to
exercise regularly, which
can improve your blood
circulation, oxygen deliv-
ery and cellular function.
Shelat says that exercise
does not have to be strenu-
ous or time-consuming.

“It could be just a 30-
minute walk most days of
the week. That gets you to
150 minutes (about 2.5
hours) a week. And that is
a good amount of  exer-
cise,” she says. She also
encourages those who
enjoy more intense work-
outs to continue doing
them if  they are safe and
comfortable.

If  you experience any
severe or persistent symp-
toms, seek medical atten-
tion as soon as possible.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30

p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

GRAVEL HILL CEME-
TERY — Will host its
annual meeting at 6:30
p.m. Monday, March 18, at
the cemetery memorial
building, 650 N. 50 West,
Bryant. Lot owners are
urged to attend. Everyone
is welcome.

NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. 
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My daughter was
4 when we adopted her. She’s 23
now, going to college and moving
into an apartment soon. She has
been the center of  our lives, since
our older children are grown. We
have supported her through
abandonment issues, lost
boyfriends, school, everything.
We went through cancer treat-
ment with her. She acts like
things are good here. 

About a year ago, she met a
man who worked at a resort
where we vacationed. They trad-
ed contact information, and then
the lies began. She’d tell us she
was traveling “with the girls”

when she was flying to another
state. The man is here on a stu-
dent visa. He may not be able to
stay. His Plan B is most certainly
marriage. 

We mentioned this possibility
to her, but when we did, she
became angry and defensive. She

dredges up things from years ago
to deflect and blame. His family is
courting her, sending her gifts for
every holiday. She just returned
this week from another visit. She
doesn’t talk about him. But when
I was putting something in her
room, I saw what looked like an
engagement ring. 

How am I supposed to feel
when she keeps these secrets?
We’ve given her every opportuni-
ty — travel soccer, dance, band,
camps, even sent her to Europe
on a tour with band members. We
pay for her college and her every
need. I am hurt, and I don’t know
what this means for the future,

since we’ve only met him once,
for five minutes. — BEWIL-
DERED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR BEWILDERED: Your
daughter’s lying and unwill-
ingness to be open about her
plans is a character flaw. Peo-
ple who are proud of  what
they are doing don’t lie about
it. It’s time you and your
spouse sit your daughter down
for a serious question-and-
answer session with her — and
possibly her boyfriend. 

First among them, why all
the secrecy? If  they are seri-
ous about each other (as the
ring would indicate), why have

you not met his family? Does
she plan to complete her edu-
cation? If  so, does she expect
you to continue paying for it?
You are entitled to some
straight answers, and I sin-
cerely hope you get them. That
information will give you a
clue about how to proceed
from here.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Photo provided

Students of the Month
Portland Lions Club named Mackenzie Farr and Grady Warvel

(pictured above) as its February Students of the Month. 

Daughter isn’t truthful about relationship
Dear
Abby

Weather can impact health
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Editor’s note: This editorial ran
originally on March 20, 2021. As
predicted, it is as relevant today as
it was then.

Sunshine is great. 
But it only matters if  you take

advantage of  it. 
The following situation has

played out at public meetings
recently: 

Concerned resident: “I’m upset
because I had no idea this was
going on.” 

Public official: “Well, we’ve had
announcements on the radio.
And information has been print-
ed in the newspaper.” 

Concerned resident: “I don’t
listen to the radio and I don’t read
the newspaper.” 

It’s not the first time we’ve
heard that. It likely won’t be the
last. 

But it is entirely unnecessary. 

The above exchange is what we
would refer to as being “voluntar-
ily uninformed.” 

In our society, we have ways of
communicating information to
the public. They include newspa-
pers, radio, television and, yes,
social media. (Those who commu-
nicate their messages well use
them all.) But all of  that effort
doesn’t do much good if  you don’t
bother to take advantage of  it. 

Yes, in certain circumstances,
you’ll get a note in the mail or a
knock on your door alerting you

about what’s going on. But that
shouldn’t be expected. 

When a basketball team plays a
big game, no one expects a visitor
to stop by and tell them the score. 

When the coronavirus pandem-
ic hit, no one expected to learn
about it via direct mail. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote that a
well-informed electorate is a pre-
requisite to democracy. It’s each
individual’s responsibility to
make an effort to be well-
informed. 

So, buy a subscription to the
newspaper. Listen to WPGW as
well. 

Or take a step further and
attend a public meeting. (We
print a list of  upcoming meetings
every day.) If  the last time you
attended one was for high school
government class, it might be
time to attend again. 

And if  (hopefully when) you
attend, ask questions. Ask the
reporters who are there from the
newspaper and/or radio station.
Ask the public officials. 

If  you’re not a regular visitor
to such meetings, it can be diffi-
cult to follow what’s going on. It’s
like trying to jump into a conver-
sation everyone else has been
having for years. 

Of  course, no member of  the
public is going to have time to
attend every public meeting that
might have an impact on their
lives. That’s OK. 

That’s what we’re here for.
That’s what Rob Weaver and his
staff  at WPGW are here for.
That’s what reporters in Indiana
and across the nation are here for.
We go to the meetings so you
don’t have to. We explain what
happened. And we’ve been to pre-

vious meetings, so we can also
provide relevant background
information. 

This week is Sunshine Week,
an effort the News Leaders Asso-
ciation launched to educate the
public about the importance of
open government and the dan-
gers of  excessive and unneces-
sary secrecy. It is incredibly
important. 

It’s not just important for news-
paper and radio reporters. It’s
important for you. Laws about
open government ensure your
rights to attend meetings, your
rights to review documents, your
rights to know what your elected
leaders are doing. 

After all, the sun could be as
bright as ever. But it really does-
n’t matter if  you’re unwilling to
step outside to see what it’s shin-
ing on. — R.C. 

Sunshine is important for us all

By MADELYN SANFILIPPO
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

Deepfakes of  celebrities
and misinformation about
public figures might not be
new in 2024, but they are
more common and many
people seem to grow ever
more resigned that they are
inevitable.

The problems posed by
false online content extend
far beyond public figures,
impacting everyone, includ-
ing youth.

New York Mayor Eric
Adams in a recent press
conference emphasized that
many depend on platforms
to fix these problems, but
that parents, voters and pol-
icymakers need to take
action.

“These companies are
well aware that negative,
frightening and outrageous
content generates contin-
ued engagement and
greater revenue,” Adams
said.

Recent efforts by Taylor
Swift’s fans, coordinated
via #ProtectTaylorSwift, to
take down, bury and correct
fake and obscene content
about her are a welcome
and hopeful story about the
ability to do something
about false and problematic
content online.

Still, deepfakes (videos,
photos and audio manipu-
lated by artificial intelli-
gence to make something
look or sound real) and mis-
information have drastical-
ly changed social media
over the past decade, high-
lighting the challenges of
content moderation and
serious implications for
consumers, politics and
public health.

At the same time, genera-
tive AI changes the scale of
these problems and even
challenges digital literacy
skills recommended to
scrutinize online content,
as well as radically reshap-
ing content on social media.

The transition from Twit-
ter to X — which has 1.3 bil-
lion users — and the rise of
TikTok — with 232 million
downloads in 2023 — high-
light how social media
experiences have evolved as
a result.

From colleagues at con-
ferences discussing why
they’ve left LinkedIn and
students asking if  they real-
ly need to use it, people rec-
ognize the decrease in qual-
ity of  content on that plat-
form (and others) due to
bots, AI and the incentives
to produce more content.

LinkedIn has established
itself  as key to career devel-
opment, yet some say it is
not preserving expectations
of  trustworthiness and
legitimacy associated with
professional networks or
protecting contributors.

In some ways, the reverse
is true: User data is being
used to train LinkedIn
Learning’s AI coaching
with an expert lens that is
already being monetized as
a “professional develop-
ment” opportunity for paid
LinkedIn Premium users.

Regulation of  AI is need-
ed as well as enhanced con-
sumer protection around
technology. Users cannot
meaningfully consent to
use platforms and their
ever-changing terms of
services without trans-
parency about what will
happen with engagement
data and content.

Not everything can be
solved by users. Market-dri-
ven regulation is failing us.

There needs to be mean-
ingful alternatives and the
ability to opt out. It can be
as simple as individuals
reporting content for mod-
eration. For example, when
multiple people flag con-
tent for review, it is more
likely to get to a human
moderator, who research
shows is key to effective
content moderation, includ-
ing removal and appropri-
ate labeling.

Collective action is also
needed. Communities can
address problems of  false
information by working
together to report concerns
and collaboratively engi-
neer recommendation sys-
tems via engagement to
deprioritize false and dam-
aging content.

Professionals must also
build trust with the commu-
nities they serve, so that
they can promote reliable
sources and develop digital
literacy around sources of
misinformation and the
ways AI promotes and gen-
erates it. Policymakers
must also regulate social
media more carefully.

Truth matters to an
informed electorate in
order to preserve safety of
online spaces for children
and professional networks,
and to maintain mental
health. We cannot leave it
up to the companies who
caused the problem to fix it.

••••••••••
Sanfilippo is an assistant

professor in the School of
Information Sciences at the
University of  Illinois
Urbana-Champaign and
book series editor for Cam-
bridge Studies on Governing
Knowledge Commons. She is
a public voices fellow of  The
OpEd Project.

Take action to
correct falsehoods

By ASITHA JAYAWARDENA
Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

Dear Caitlin Clark,
Recently, I was lucky enough to

see you play in person. I brought
my 5-year-old daughter to Williams
Arena in Minneapolis, where I live
now with my wife and two girls.
You dominated as usual and were
playing at a different level than
anyone else on the court. The shots
you were making reminded me of
when I would play NBA video
games with a cheat code.

To be honest, we really don’t
have much in common. I’m a first-
generation Sri Lankan immigrant,
and my parents didn’t really know
much about American sports, so I
found my own path. I remember
watching a VHS tape with a docu-
mentary I found of  Michael Jor-
dan and was amazed by him. I
watched “Space Jam” and joined
my middle school basketball team.
I was terrible. On my best day, on
full stretch, I’m a whopping 5 feet 4
inches. Basketball never was and
never will be my jam.

In late middle school I discov-
ered tennis. I was good, not great,
but I harnessed the energy of  MJ
and learned how to outwork and
outhustle my opponents and ended
up playing in high school and col-
lege. I learned a lot of  life lessons
from sports along the way and I
told myself  I would teach my kids
how to play sports early so they
wouldn’t be playing catch up like
me.

For better or worse, this imagi-
nary future kid I was teaching was
always a boy.

Fast-forward a few years, and I
now am the proud dad to two girls.

For the first few years of  their
short little lives, my work prevent-
ed me from spending as much time
as I wanted with them. I’ve been
intentional about building my
relationship to these two absolute
gems of  humans — but at first, it
was hard to connect. I played
dress-up and dolls and let them
paint my fingernails — all of
which they loved, but mommy was
always better at it. We started reg-
ular daddy daughter dates to help
foster our relationship.

My youngest daughter was an
easy egg to crack. We both love cin-
namon rolls and have regular
daddy daughter dates exploring
various cinnamon roll shops
around the Twin Cities. My eldest
daughter has been more complex.
It took a while, but I found my
cheat code.

Caitlin Clark.
Our daddy daughter dates occur

whenever you play. We sit back,
relax, and watch you dominate. I
see the same transformation in
her as I did in myself  when I first
learned of  the grit and tenacity
that was “like Mike.” Together,
I’ve watched my daughter’s confi-
dence soar as we have learned
about how practice helps you get
better, how to be a good teammate,
and how sometimes we win and
sometimes we lose, but we always
try to do our best.

Before you came along, I was
stuck in a rut in my own father-
hood, because I had only ever
imagined raising a boy. I don’t
believe this shortsighted child-
hood perspective was borne of  big-
otry or pro-patriarchy sentiments.
Rather, like many Americans, my
fault was that the lens in which I
viewed the future was biased by
my own personal experience.
While I was getting my fingernails
painted and playing with dolls, it
was hard for me to impart the “be
like Mike’ lessons that shaped my
own childhood.

I spent an outrageous amount of
money to see you in person with
my 5-year-old daughter. You were
electric as usual and we jumped
and danced and cheered. At one
point, my daughter leaned over to
me and said, “She hits that shot in
the game because she works on it a
lot in practice, right daddy!” It was
worth every penny. You even gra-
ciously stuck around and signed
our jersey at the end of  the game. I
said, “Thank you! You are amaz-
ing!” I wanted to say so much
more, but there were hundreds of
other little girls with their moms
and dads waiting to see you.

Allow me to try one more time
now that the throngs of  adoring
fans are gone:

Dear Caitlin Clark,
If  you read this, I want to say

thank you.
Thank you for being an electrify-

ing, transcendent athlete who is
actively changing the world of
sport. But mostly, thank you for
helping me be a better dad.

•••••••••
Jayawardena is a pediatric ENT

surgeon at Children’s Minnesota.

Thank you, Caitlin Clark
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Continued from page 1
“And it didn’t offer any oppor-

tunity to even have enough room
for the current staff  we had, or
growth. And so we knew that
was just not going to be feasi-
ble.”

So chief  operating
officer/chief  nursing officer
Christina Schmenaur worked
with the IU Health East Central
Region board on other options,
settling on Building C. The
structure, which also houses the
hospital’s multi-specialty facili-
ty, will about triple the amount
of  space available to the behav-
ioral health unit.

VanSkyock explained that
whereas current providers need
to shift and coordinate between
the handful of  rooms available

to them, the new location will
have designated office spaces for
each.

“This was great,” she said.
“This will be amazing for us.”

The space has been fully
remodeled with some walls
removed and some new ones
built to create the offices and a
large group meeting room. It has
gotten new flooring and paint.

The only item still waiting is
furniture, which will not be
delivered until April.

The behavioral health unit pro-
vides mental health and addic-
tion treatment services with its
staff  that includes licensed clini-
cal social workers and addiction
counselors Cassie Alexander
(substance use disorder) and Tel-
lissa Colglaizer (mental health),

psychiatric nurse practitioner
Tracy Heath, peer recovery
coaches Monica Grayson and
Lisa Blansett, nurse Carey
Brunswick, registration special-
ist Michelle Wagner and VanSky-
ock. (The goal is to hire another
licensed mental health counselor
who has experience working
with teens and children.)

One of  the key benefits, Van-
Skyock said, will be having all of
the department’s providers
under one roof. (Heath is not cur-
rently at the county road 100
South site.) She also noted a bet-
ter ability to work with other IU
Health Jay staff.

“Part of  it will be a collabora-
tion with the hospital setting,”
she said. “If  a primary care
provider has a patient who needs

behavioral health services, it’s as
simple as pointing across the
parking lot and pointing folks
that way. It removes the barrier a
little bit for transportation.”

In addition to its other servic-
es, the unit hosts the Compassion
Connections and Smart Recovery
support groups for those dealing
with substance abuse disorder at
noon Tuesday and 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, respectively. CRAFT (Com-
munity Reinforcement and Fami-
ly Training) is held at 4 p.m.
Wednesday as a family support
group.

“We want to provide the com-
munity for folks that need a con-
nection,” VanSkyock said. “And
our peer recovery coaches really
have a passion for that work.”

Renovations for the new behav-

ioral health space were paid for
with part of  the $5 million IU
Health contributed to a capital
improvement fund at the time of
Jay County Hospital’s integra-
tion into the larger healthcare
organization. Jay County Hospi-
tal Board, which became the IU
Health Jay Board for three years
before being dissolved, was in
charge of  allocating those dol-
lars. In addition to the behavioral
health unit, it selected creating
new spaces for outpatient physi-
cal therapy and cardiopul-
monary rehabilitation center as
well as the expansion of  the Fam-
ily First practice. Leftover funds
were used to establish the IU
Health Jay Hospital Legacy
Endowment Fund through The
Portland Foundation.

Moving ...

Continued from page 1
(Tornadoes are rated on

a scale from EF0 — weak-
est — to EF5, which has
winds upward 200 miles
per hour.) 

A statement from the
National Weather Servic-
es later Friday indicated
that the tornado started
northwest of  Selma near
Truitt Road with a maxi-
mum width in Selma of
200 to 300 yards. It contin-
ued through “an open area
and fields” to Winchester,
where it reached a maxi-
mum width of  700 yards
(about four tenths of  a
mile).

Randolph County Com-
missioners signed a state
of  emergency declaration
about 12:15 a.m. Friday.

Some news outlets on
Thursday night were
reporting three Randolph
County deaths related to
the storm. Randolph
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment on Friday morning
said that information was
incorrect and that no
deaths had been reported
in the county. (The Associ-
ated Press reported three
deaths in Lakeview, Ohio,
about 60 miles northeast
of  Winchester on the west
side of  Indian Lake, with
dogs looking for more vic-
tims in the rubble.)

The sheriff ’s depart-
ment said there were 38
injuries as a result of  the
storm, with 12 transported
to hospitals outside of
Winchester. No one had
been reported missing as
of  3:30 a.m. Friday. Later
in the day, Winchester
Mayor Bob McCoy said
three of  the injuries are
critical. He added that 110
structures were damaged
with 22 houses destroyed.

Initial assessments indi-
cated up to 50% of  homes
in Selma were damaged,
according to a press
release from Delaware
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb, State Sens. Scott
Alexander and Jeff  Raatz,
State Rep. J.D. Prescott
and McCoy visited Friday
with residents of  the

Gaslight Addition as they
were surveying the dam-
age. Holcomb and McCoy
both praised emergency
responders for their quick
response.

“We’re here for you,”
said Holcomb. “Unfortu-
nately, this isn’t the first
time we’ve had to deal
with something like this.
We’ve learned from those
experiences how to help
more quickly and use that
Hoosier Spirit and team-
work to face nature’s
wrath and help those
affected.”

Gabe Bogue Trucking
employees were walking
out of  a company meeting
when phone alerts went
off  regarding the tornado
warning. Employees dis-
persed, with Gabe Bogue
heading to Bogie’s Ice
Cream to check on his
staff  there.

“Very calm,” said
Bogue, sitting in one of
his dump trucks in the
parking lot at Walmart on
Friday morning, of  the
moments before the storm
hit. “And then as the girls
were coming out of  the
store — we just kind of
closed it down as quickly
as possible. We got the
girls in my truck and we
could hear what sounded
like a train on tracks, and
as we looked left … we saw
the tornado … at Walmart,
just ripping through
everything headed that
way toward Bogie’s.”

A tank was picked up
from the National Guard
Armory at the intersec-
tion of  Western Avenue
and Huntsville Road and
dropped in Fountain Park
Cemetery, Bogue added.

“It’s the most powerful
thing I’ve ever seen in my
entire life,” he said.

Amanda Higgs, a 43-
year-old Selma lifelong
Selma resident and her
husband, Ernest, 44, were
at their apartment along
Jackson Street next to
Morrow’s house when
they noticed the tornado
begin to form about 7:40
p.m. Thursday. It ripped
through their property in
about 10 to 15 seconds, tak-

ing a chunk of  their sid-
ing, gutters, electrical
wiring, trash cans and
parts of  the tree in their
backyard.

“Like everyone says,
like a freight train,” said
Higgs. “It literally sounds
like a freight train.”

“It was the scariest 10
seconds of  my life,” she
added. “And as quickly as
it came, it went.”

Freedom Life Church,
located at the intersection
of  Greenville Pike and
Base Road was reduced to
rubble. Across the inter-
section, all that was left in
place at Taco Bell was an
interior half  wall and a
handful of  tables.

There was significant
damage to a nearby shop-
ping center, and the Good-
will that opened in August
in the former site of  Aldi
had its roof  and multiple
walls ripped off.

Continuing east on
Base Road, the Jay Ran-
dolph Developmental

Services building was
destroyed and there were
places where it was diffi-
cult to tell where, or if, a
house had once stood
because of  the amount of
debris that was spread
across the area. A house
at 112 Base Road was
gone, with every tree that
surrounded it snapped
off. For a couple of  miles,
debris was strewn every-
where, including siding
wrapped around safety
barriers along bridges.

Lisa Gulley, who has
lived in Selma along
Jackson Street with her
husband, Tim, since
2008, had been recording
a video of  the storm from
her front door as she
watched the clouds begin
to swirl, come together
and appear to touch
down at her neighbor’s
house just to the north-
east. The high winds
ripped up her fence,
causing panels to go
through her back door.

“I’ve been a storm chas-
er all my life,” she said.
“I’m usually at the back
door, but I’m glad I wasn’t
last night.”

Indiana Michigan
Power reported severe
damage along Indiana 32
with 125 poles damaged or
broken. Damage to a
major transmission line
led to a lengthy power out-
age that had about 10,000
customers without power
in the Winchester and
Selma areas. Most were
expected to be restored by
10 p.m. Friday.

Indiana Urban Search
and Rescue Team (IN-Task
Force 1) assisted local first
responders with searches
of  structures, going door
to door Friday morning.
Randolph County Sher-
iff ’s Department reported
that most emergency
responders from outside
agencies had been
released. Indiana Depart-
ment of  Transportation,
Indiana State Police, Indi-

ana Department of  Home-
land Security, the Red
Cross, Indiana National
Guard and Indiana
Department of  Health will
remain on hand for as long
as necessary.

Emergency officials
from Parker City, Farm-
land, Portland, Albany,
Eaton, Centerville, Rich-
mond, Muncie, Jay Coun-
ty, Blackford County and
Dayton, Ohio, were among
those who arrived to assist
Thursday night.

Those who would like to
help were asked to gather
at 8 a.m. Saturday at Win-
chester Community High
school and 9 a.m. Saturday
at Selma Elementary
School. Monetary dona-
tions are being accepted
by the Community Foun-
dation of  Randolph Coun-
ty at randolphcountyfoun-
dation.org and Heart of
Indiana United Way at
bit.ly/3PnKU6U.

Tornadoes ...

There wasn’t much
left — an interior half
wall and a handful of
tables — at Taco Bell in
Winchester following
Thursday night’s
tornado. Freedom Life
Church at the opposite
corner of the
intersection of
Greenville Pike and Base
Road was also
destroyed, as was the
Jay Randolph
Developmental Services
building. In total, more
than 110 structures
were damaged in
Winchester and 22
houses were destroyed,
Mayor Bob McCoy said.

The Commercial Review/Scott Shaffer

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb (center) talks Friday with Winchester resident Martha Hofacker (left),
whose home was destroyed in the Thursday night tornado that the National Weather Service said hit a
maximum width of 700 yards (about four tenths of a mile). At right are Winchester Mayor Bob McCoy
(foreground) and State Rep. J.D. Prescott (background).

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�

�
�

�

Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�

�
�

�

Covering albums

1) What 1967 album did Rolling Stone
name as the greatest of all time?

2) What band’s “Appetite for Destruction” is
one of the best-selling debut albums of all time?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band
2) Guns N' Roses
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED

190 FARMERSCLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.  

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Sale Location - Chicka-

saw, Landmark
St. Rt. 274 - Chickasaw,

Ohio
Directions: Go 4 miles
East of 127, or 6 miles
West of New Bremen to

Chickasaw
SATURDAY, MARCH

16th
10 A.M.

TRACTORS- TRUCKS-
CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

2012 John Deere 4720
tractor with cab - 354

hours, 2021 T66 Bobcat
Skid Steer 2 speed with
enclosed heat/ac cab –

735 hours.
DRILLS, PLANTERS,

PLOWS, DISK,
TILLAGE, AUGERS

Brillion 28 ft field cultiva-
tor with harrow,  John

Deere 5 shank disk chis-
el, plow, Brillion 5 ft lawn

seeder with 3 point
attachment, J&amp;M 6
inch hydraulic unload

auger for gravity wagon.
WAGONS, MANURE

EQUIPMENT, AND HAY
EQUIPMENT

New Idea 484 4x5 round
baler, Two 18 ft Bale

Queen wagons, trailer, 8
ft PTO driven

tedder/rake combo.
MISCELLANEOUS
John Deere 997 zero
turn diesel lawn mower
with 72 inch deck, Hard-
ee tree sprayer, Live-

stock trailers, 375 board
feet of cherry wood lum-
ber, Anvils, mowers, Ele-

vators, Gates,
Duals, Tires.

This is only a partial list-
ing of equipment that
will be at the Auction.
We are still accepting

equipment on Thursday,
March 14th and Friday,
March 15th; 9am till 8pm
No Saturday Consign-

ments
Any Questions or to

consign items call Brad
Rindler 419-584-6356

COLDWATER AUCTION
SERVICE

Auctioneers bonded in
favor and licensed by
the State of Ohio 
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7136 N 650 E. BRYANT,

IN.
OPEN HOUSE: 

Sunday, March 10TH
from 1-3 pm, or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

80 Acres in Section 7,
Wabash Township. To
be offered in tracts and

combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car

garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached
garage/grainery.

Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded
with access on CR 650

E.
TRACTOR – ANTIQUES

– MISC
Farmall A Tractor with
cycle bar mower, belly
mower and blade. 5 gal-
lon milk can. CC saw.
Chicken crate. Old

gates. Walking plows.
Old toys. Tinker toys

and games.  Hand paint-
ed lamp globe.

OWNER: Laux Trust-
Thomas J. Laux Trustee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction to be held at

8341 N 400 E
(Bearcreek Farms)
Bryant, Indiana 

Monday MARCH 25,
2024

AT 6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE – 1675
W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT,

IN.
PARCEL #1:

Approximately 4 acres of
bare ground with

frontage on State Road
18. Possession at time

of closing.
Parcel #2:

Approximately 80 acres
with approximately 65
acres of slightly rolling
tillable ground, 9 ½
acres of wooded and
4.94 acres of ditch.

Farm is rented for 2024
crop year. Buyer to

receive cash rent pay-
ment of $200.00 per
acre. Possession after
harvest of 2024 crops.

Parcel #3:
Combination of Parcel
#1 and Parcel #2 con-
taining 84.923 total

acres.
Owner confirmation day
of sale. For more infor-

mation
contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary
Loy Auctioneer 260-726-

5160.
JOHN LEWIS,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
March 23rd, 2024 

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Gulf Tire Repair cabinet;
John Deere pedal trac-
tor; Wapak cast iron 3
legged pot; CAST IRON
SKILLETS: National,
Wagner, Favorite,
Victor, Marion and

Lodge to name a few.
Lightning rods with balls;

wood
pulleys; bags; McCoy
planters; Coke items;
Coke case;wood boxes
to include Wagner,

Whiskey,
Hires, 7up, Rubbers,
and others not listed;

ammo boxes; spice jars;
quilts; linens; Coke

trays; diary containers;
maps; feed sacks to
include Haynes Mill,

Celina, Piqua and many
others; pulleys; Griswold
tea kettle; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This auction is a nice
selection of primitives
along with an assort-
ment of old and collec-
tor’s items. Please note
that this is only a partial
listing of the items to be

sold.
ROGERS FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 
DEPENDABLE driver for
Amish crew. Willing to
work with a crew.  Four-
door HD truck with ability
to pull trailers.  Call Tim
at 214-629-5154 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until March
22nd. Starting salary of
$52,387. Will also be
accepting applications
for reserve officers. Lat-
eral transfer with sign on
bonus of $5,000 paid
over a 3-year term for
ILEA tier one graduates.
Benefits: Paid vacation,
holidays, sick and per-
sonal days. Health and
dental benefits offered,
Specialty pay, 13 Holi-
days, $1,000 annual
clothing allotment, and
1977 police and fire
retirement fund. Must be
21 years of age and no
older than 40 years of
age by date of appoint-
ment. Agility tests to be
announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

220 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE 2 Vacant
Lots 100x48. Parcel
numbers 38-07-21-103-
003.000-034 38-07-21-
103-004.000.034 call
260-726-7409  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction to be held at 8341 N 400 E (Bearcreek Farms)

Bryant, Indiana on Monday

MARCH 25, 2024
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE – 1675 W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT, IN:
PARCEL #1:
Approximately 4 acres of bare ground with frontage on State Road 18.
Possession at time of closing.  If split survey will be provided.
Parcel #2:
Approximately 80 acres with approximately 65 acres of slightly rolling tillable
ground, 9 ½ acres of wooded and 4.94 acres of ditch.  Soils are Blount-
Glynwood, Pewamo and Glynwood.  Farm is rented for 2024 crop year.  Buyer
to receive cash rent payment of $200.00 per acre.  Possession after harvest of
2024 crops.
Parcel #3:
Combination of Parcel #1 and Parcel #2 containing 84.923 total acres.

10% non-refundable deposit day of sale with balance due at closing.  Seller will
provide survey if property splits.  Seller will provide Owners Title Insurance and
General Warranty Deed.  Buyer will assume taxes due and payable in November
2024 and thereafter.  Any statements made day of sale take precedence over
previously written or oral statements.  Owner confirmation day of sale.  For more
information contact Loy Real Estate 260-726-2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-
726-5160. 

JOHN LEWIS, DECEASED
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
CR 2-28,3-11,18-2024

Public Notice
Alcohol & 

Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on March 26, 2024 at the
Court
House, Auditorium,    in the
city of Portland in said county,
to investigate the propriety of
holding an alcoholic beverage
permit by the applicants
listed herein to wit:

DL3833669 Beer & Wine

Dealer Grocery Store
NEW
DOLGENCORP, LLC 1001 S
MAIN ST   Dunkirk IN
D/B/A DOLLAR GENERAL
STORE #23925

RR3841089 Beer Retailer 
Restaurant NEW
FIREHOUSE BBQ &
BLUES DUNKIRK LLC 126
E COMMERCE STREET
Dunkirk IN
D/B/A FIREHOUSE BBQ
DUNKIRK
RR3841090 Beer Wine &

Liquor Restaurant (210 1)
NEW
FIREHOUSE BBQ &
BLUES DUNKIRK LLC 126
E COMMERCE STREET
Dunkirk IN
D/B/A FIREHOUSE BBQ

CR 3-16-2024-HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Penn Township Public Library, Jay County, Indiana 

Cash & Investments Combined Statement-2023

Local Beg. Cash End Cash 

Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.

Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2023 

Governmental Activities

0 General $45,340.71 $30,242,66 $24,133.76 $51,449.61

0 Rainy Day $6,270.44 $0.00 $0.00 $6,270.44

3 Gifts $5,173.03 $384.00 $138.65 $5,418.38

Total All Funds $56,784.18 $30,626.66 $24,272.41 $63,138.43

CR 3-16-2024 HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp Exhibition Hall at the Jay County Fairgrounds, 806 E

Votaw Street, Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

MARCH 23, 2023
9:30 A.M.

OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS 
Gulf Tire Repair cabinet; occasional table; John Deere pedal tractor; Wapak cast
iron 3 legged pot; CAST IRON SKILLETS:   National, Wagner, Favorite, Victor,
Marion and Lodge to name a few.    Lightning rods with balls;  wood pulleys;
perfume bottles; Tom Thumb cash register; Fire King; Glass Bake; buttons;
Fenton; Pez dispensers; baseball mitts; milk bottles; license plates; Disney plastic
toys; Army duffle bags; McCoy planters; CROCKS AND STONEWARE:   #2
blue decorative flower, # 5 bee sting, #20, #15, #5 and other crocks and jugs of
various sizes;  Coke items; cheese boxes; Auburn toys; Dept 56 pieces; wood
blocks; wood ammo box; old farm books; kids books; egg scales; Stanley #190
plane;  Red Wing planter; Roy Rogers flashlight with box; Carnival; Tru Scale
tractor; small wood bucket; scales with weights; quilts; advertisements; keys;
bifold screen; kitchen utensils; cookie cutters; tobacco tins;  wooden fork; wood
mallets; rolling pins; Shawnee ash tray; baking dishes; pottery; plane; porcelain
coffee pot; jars; milk bottles; cythes; sled; Coke case; small cast iron skillets
with Indians; single tree; brass scales; rinse tub; pink depression glass; cleaver;
blue granite colander, spittoon, bowls, pans, and chamber pot; amber bottle;
scales with weights; advertisements; medicine bottles; Royal Copley birds; glass
shoes; Chinese checker boards; Elvis Presley records; Nascar photographs;
Waterford crystal bear; Co-op tractor; USA planters; Admiral record player;
wicker chair; Pepsi crate; metal pulleys; cobblers bench; levels;  single tree; brass
scales; Brush Pottery; hand auger; crockery chicken water top; wood animals;
galvanized feeders; metal crate; calf kickers; wood barrel; galvanized watering
cans; brass pump; Meyers hay trolley; Texaco gas can; blow torch; Tonka toys;
rinse tub; insulators; tie downs; wooden spoons; fans; wood boxes to include
Wagner, Whiskey, Hires, 7up, Rubbers, and others not listed; ammo boxes;
stirrer; carpenters box; benches; corn jobbers; hay hooks; Marathon cans; slaw
cutter; hay forks; copper tea pot; sled; wood wheel barrels; nail kegs; Maytag oil
can; lanterns; chicken crate; single and double saws; pitchforks; sausage grinder;
sileage shovel; milk cans; marbles; Sohio can; military oil cans; coffee mill;
green depression glass; cap guns; wood plane; cast iron train; several models
(NIB); spice jars; quilts; linens; Coke trays; diary containers; maps; feed sacks
to include Haynes Mill, Celina, Piqua and many others; Pyrex bowls; tins to
include Dayton Bisquit, Edgemont, etc; green Fire King dishes; aluminum
pitcher and tumblers; Smiling Face bank; Diehl fan; sugar bucket; Wagner
Magnalite pan with lid; yardsticks; Oat containers; pulleys; Griswold tea kettle;
and many other items not listed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:      This auction is a nice selection of primitives along
with an assortment of old and collector’s items.          Please note that this is only
a partial listing of the items to be sold.      

ROGERS FAMILY
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
CR 3-16-2024
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Continued from page 10
Edey made it a two-possession

game, though, when he drained
two free throws and sealed the
win for Purdue, which advances
to face No. 5 seed on Saturday.
Meanwhile, Michigan State was
bounced from the conference
tournament and await its seeding
and opponent for the NCAA Tour-
nament, which will be unveiled
Sunday.

Even though Purdue is
believed to already be a lock for a
No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, it was clear from the jump
that the Boilermakers weren’t
going down without a fight. The
Spartans played some of  their
best defense all season and went
toe-to-toe with the Boilermakers,
but they couldn’t capitalize on
enough of  the good looks they
produced, shooting 39% from the

field and going 4 for 18 from 3.
Michigan State coach Tom Izzo

took issue with the officiating,
too. During a timeout in the first
half, Izzo said on the broadcast, “I
don’t like the way it’s being
called.” He left it at that and
rejoined his team in the huddle.

Still, Michigan State should
feel good about the way the team
battled against a serious champi-
onship contender. The Spartans
beat Minnesota Thursday in the
second round. Entering Friday,
most bracket projections had
Izzo’s team as the last four in.

What makes the Boilermakers
such a tough matchup is that they
present problems from the inside-
out on offense with 7-foot-4 Edey
holding it down in the paint and a
group of  guards, led by Braden
Smith, who are a constant threat
to take over the game at any time.

The Spartans started putting
one big on Edey and having the
guards take turns swatting the
ball. At times, they doubled him.
Edey finished with 29 points and
12 rebounds and went 9 for 14
from the free-throw line.

The game was intense from
the start. Purdue jumped out to a
10-5 start, but Michigan State
didn’t get to within eight of  the
Boilermakers the entire first
half.

Toward the end of  the first
half, Camden Heide laid an
elbow on Carson Cooper and
gave him a bloody nose. No foul
was called, and the hit wasn’t
reviewed. Meanwhile, on the
other end of  the floor, Hall was
whistled for a charge — the Spar-
tans second such call on two con-
secutive positions.

With 4.3 seconds, Michigan

State, down 34-27, was in dire
need of  a stop. With the defense
on lock-down mode, Jones was
forced to take a tough shot at the
buzzer that didn’t even reach the
rim. It was that type of  defensive
intensity that made Friday’s
game so close.

Walker had three fouls in the
first half, as did Jaxon Kohler
who was limited to four minutes
of  action because of  the trouble.

Purdue’s lead swelled to 12 at
the start of  the second half  after
they opened with back-to-back
buckets — an Edey post-up and
Smith 3. But the Spartans
responded with some baskets of
their own. After going scoreless
in the first half, Jaden Akins’
transition layup trimmed Pur-
due’s lead to 43-35 with 14:56 left
in the second.

Purdue fans collectively held

their breath after Smith hobbled
off  the court before collapsing
behind the school band with an
apparent knee injury at the 12:26
mark of  the second half. He had
to be assisted to the locker room
by a trainer and returned about
four minutes later.

Moments later, Tre Holloman
and Edey chirped at each other
after Holloman was called for a
defensive foul with less than 10
minutes remaining in the game.
Both were assessed a technical
foul.

Michigan State kept pace with
Purdue from there on out. When
Walker made a basket that cut
Michigan’s deficit to four, Izzo
threw an emphatic fist pump
from the sidelines. Michigan
State came close to toppling the
conference beast, but couldn’t
get the job done.
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Coming Soon

Special SectionsSSpSpeSpecSpeciSpeciaSpecialSpecialSpecial SSpecial SeSpecial SecSpecial SectSpecial SectiSpecial SectioSpecial SectionSpecial Sections

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Motorsports
Wednesday, March 27 - UNIV*

Blackford spring sports
Wednesday, March 27 - NT*

Randolph Co. spring
sports

Thursday, March 30 - N-G*

JCHS spring sports
Wednesday, April 3 - CR/NS*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

Buy any 
3x3 ad, 
get one 

FREE

That’s means:

$460 
for a full-page color ad

$409.50 
for a full-page b&w ad

Ads must run in March.
Rates do not apply to special sections.

Contact Lindsey at 
L.Cochran@thecr.com 

or (260) 726-8141

75% o� any 
full-page ad

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Indoor track Blue and White
Relays at Anderson – 1 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage at Indi-
an Lake – 11 a.m.

Monday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage vs.

LCC – 5 p.m.; Softball scrimmage vs. Van Wert –
5 p.m.

Tuesday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage at Van

Wert – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

11 a.m. — Premier League: Nottingham For-
est at Luton Town (USA)

12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: SEC tour-
nament (ESPN)

1 p.m. — Premier League: Portland Thorns at
Kansas City Current (ABC)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: MEAC
tournament (ESPN2); Big Ten Conference tourna-
ment (CBS)

1:30 p.m. — Premier League: Tottenham Hot-
spur at Fulham (USA)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Players Championship
(NBC)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: SEC

tournament (ESPN)
3 p.m. — NBA: New York Rangers at Pitts-

burgh Penguins (ABC)
3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: AAC tour-

nament (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

Weather Guard Truck Race (FS1)
3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Big Ten

Conference tournament (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — MLS: Colorado Rapids at Seattle

Sounders (FOX)
5 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: AAC tour-

nament (ESPN2)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Big

East Conference tournament (FOX)
7 p.m. — NBA: Brooklyn Nets at Indiana Pac-

ers (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: MAC

tournament (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Food City 500

(FS1)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at

Los Angeles Lakers (ABC)
8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: ACC

tournament (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: PAC-12

Conference tournament (FOX)

Sunday
10 a.m. — Premier League: Aston Villa at

West Ham United (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ivy

League tournament (ESPN2)

1 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at Milwaukee
Bucks (ABC)

1 p.m. — NHL: New York Islanders at New
York Rangers (TNT)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Players Championship
(NBC)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: A10 Con-
ference tournament (CBS); SEC tournament
(ESPN)

3:15 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: AAC
tournament (ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Dallas
Mavericks (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Food City
500 (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at Vegas
Golden Knights (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Big Ten
Conference tournament (CBS)

4 p.m. — College gymnastics: Penn State at
Michigan (BTN); Alabama at Oklahoma (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NHL: Anaheim Ducks at St. Louis
Blues (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — MLS: Orlando City at Atlanta United
(FS1)

Monday
7 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at Indiana

Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at Philadelphia

76ers (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks at Golden

State Warriors (ESPN)

Tuesday
3:30 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Avalanche at St.

Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: NCAA tour-

nament First Four (TruTv)
9 p.m. — College basketball: NCAA tourna-

ment First Four (TruTv)

Local notes
Tournament scheduled

The Fort Recovery High School volleyball pro-
gram is holding its annual alumni volleyball tour-
nament on Friday, March 22.

Teams can consist of former players or anyone
living in Fort Recovery and don’t need to be from
the same graduating class.

Entry costs are $10 per player, with all pro-
ceeds going to the FRHS volleyball team.

For more information, contact Travis Guggen-
biller by March 20 by emailing
guggenbillert@fortrecoveryschools.org.

Midwest Walleye Challenge
Indiana anglers are invited to participate in the

2024 Midwest Walleye Challenge, a virtual fishing
tournament.

The tournament begins March 30 and ends
June 30, with walleye, sauger and saugeye count-
ing. Contestants need to utilize the MyCatch
mobile app to submit photos of their catches with
a measuring device.

Participants can enter for free for the chance
at the grand prize or pay a $25 fee to be eligible
for biweekly cash prizes.

Those interested in participating can register
by visiting AnglersAtlas.com/event/769 or by
using the MyCatch app. For further information,
visit on.IN.gov/walleye.

Registration open
Registration for the Dunkirk co-ed softball

league is now open.
The league will start on April 7, and it will cost

$250 for each team to register. First and second-
place teams win a payout of $400 and $200,
respectively.

To register, call Brock Farmer at (765) 209-
4289.

Challenge set
The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge for

the 2024 season will begin April 20, where par-
ticipants 19-years-old or older can compete in a
total of eight races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge is $150
and will enter participants in all eight races, with
five needing to be completed for the Challenge
Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from Adams
County, but only the first 100 entries will com-
pete. Participation in individual events is available
as well.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 10
“The building is right on

time,” Fugiett said. “The
field is probably a little
ahead now, but all of  that is
weather dependent.”

MSC only missed about
two weeks worth of  time to

work on the building when
weather dipped too low to
continue working. The rest
of  the winter has allowed it
to 

Once the turf  is installed
and the building is func-
tional, Jay County will

turn the former soccer
field into an auxiliary field
with the old football goal
posts.

The project is the first on
the docket for the athletic
department, with the
installation of  lights for

the baseball and softball
fields to follow. That project
is expected to be completed
for the 2025 season, before
JCHS starts looking at
replacing the stadium seat-
ing.

“When Jay County High

School opened, we had
some of  the best athletic
facilities in the area,”
Boozier. “We were keeping
our facilities functional,
but we weren’t keeping up
with other schools.

“Our football field was

the worst in east central
Indiana. The turf  brings us
on par with other schools,
the concession area dress-
ing this up and the locker
rooms will be modernized.

“We’ll be back where we
were as far as facilities.”

Form ...

Purdue ...
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Jay County indoor track
travels to Anderson today,
see Sports on tap

Six Jay County wrestlers
got postseason honors,

see story below

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

When one imagines winter,
they often think bitter cold and
a white blanket of  snow.

The Patriots Athletics
department couldn't have been
more grateful to have warm
weather and minimal snow
this year.

Warmer weather during the
winter months allowed for
almost continuous work on the
Jay County High School Ath-
letic Department’s cleathouse
project. The consistent work
has gotten the shell of  the
building built and allowed for
work to begin on the field.

“I’m overjoyed because they
had great weather and were
able to steal time over the
course of  the winter,” said
JCHS Athletics Director Steve
Boozier. “We should get the
turf  company in with plenty of
time. Unless if  we have some
kind of  monsoon-like summer,
there shouldn’t be any delays
in fall activities on that field.

“We’re excited to get every-
thing done and dress up the
facility with that new conces-
sion stand.”

After Jay County School
Board approved a $6.1 million
capital improvement project in
late January, Mid-States Con-
crete and General Construc-
tion Co. (MSC) of  Jay County
got to work on the cleathouse
in October.

The building will sit beyond
the northeast end zone of  the
field and will have a conces-
sion stand, home and away
locker rooms, public restrooms
and two family restrooms. The
family restrooms will be open
for other outdoor spring and
fall sports, while the full rest-

rooms can potentially be
opened if  busy enough or nec-
essary.

“I think it’s a good spot for
it,” said MSC owner Brooks
Fugiett. “It’s centrally located
with all the outdoor arenas.”

On Thursday morning,
laborers from MSC worked on
laying bricks along the bottom
third of  the outside of  the
building, while they worked on
electrical and plumbing on the
inside. Due to all of  the interi-

or walls being masonry walls,
the plumbing and electrical
work needs to go in  at the
same time as the concrete
blocks according to Fugiett.

“Everything’s been really
smooth,” Fugiett said. “It’s
been a good project … and
we’re shooting to be done with
the building sometime in July.”

Once the building is done, a
driveway will be paved to run
alongside the back of  the facil-
ity. The driveway will connect

to the road near the tennis
courts, where the entrances to
the gravel lot previously were.

The space in between the
driveway and the road will
turn into a retention pond.
There will be another reten-
tion pond just beyond the
southeast corner of  the field.

Work on the field has also
begun, with MSC digging out a
ring up against a track. On
Thursday, mats were laid out
on the field, so they could

bring dump trucks out onto the
field without being affected by
rain.

This week, MSC will begin
digging out eight to 14 inches
of  dirt depending on the crown
of  the field.

Once that is done, Sprinturf
will come in to lime stabilize
the grade and then install the
new turf. Sprinturf  is expected
to get started sometime in
June.

See Form page 9

Taking form

Three wrestlers took
home hardware.

Three more were hon-
ored.

Six Jay County High
School wrestlers were
named Scholar All-Ameri-
cans by the National
Wrestling Coach’s Associ-
ation and the United
States Marines Corps on
Friday.

Mallory Winner and
Tony Wood headlined the
group.

Winner, the No. 1 ranked
wrestler in the 155-pound
weight class, won her
third-straight state cham-
pionship Jan. 12 to cap off
an undefeated season at
26-0.

Wood made it back to
the state finals for the
fourth time in February.
The fourth-ranked 138-
pound wrestler won his
first first two matches to
reach the semifinals,
before dropping his final

two matches to place
fourth. He ended with a
record of  46-2 to push his
career record to 207-15.

Lina Lingo, Jay Coun-
ty’s other state medalist
for the girls team, was
also named on the list.
She finished 24-11 while
placing fourth.

Willow Hardy was the
other Patriot from the
girls team to be named a
Scholar All-American.
The senior (16-12) bowed
out of  the opening round
of  the semi-state tourna-
ment.

Cameron Clark and
Connor Specht were also
honored.

Clark built an 8-0
record before an injury
kept him off  the mat for
the rest of  the season.
Specht finished the year
at 10-13 while taking his
exit from the postseason
in the ticket round of  the
sectional.

Six Patriots
receive honors

By MADELINE KENNEY
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

MINNEAPOLIS —
Eighth seed Michigan
State was looking for-
ward to another crack at
top-seeded Purdue in the
Big Ten tournament
quarterfinals on Friday.

The Spartans gave it
their best shot. It just
wasn’t enough to slay the
Big Ten giant.

Michigan State came
up just short in the 67-62
slugfest against Purdue.
The Friday matinee
included a bloody nose,
two technical fouls, plen-
ty of  trash talk and went
down to the wire.

Purdue led the entire
game until Tyson Walker
tied it at 56-56 with 1:41
left in regulation. Pur-
due’s Fletch Loyer,
though, responded sec-

onds later with the go-
ahead 3.

Zach Edey made a bas-
ket to give Purdue a five-
point advantage with 34
seconds remaining, but
A.J. Hoggard once again
trimmed it to three with
back-to-back free throws.

After a timeout, Lance
Jones split a pair of  free
throws. Malik Hall made
an easy dunk to make it 62-
60 with 19.7 seconds left.

See Purdue page 9

Purdue eliminates
Spartans in tourney

Shell for the cleathouse is complete, interior and work on field starting

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Workers from Mid-State Concrete and General Construction (MSC) work on various projects for the cleathouse that
sits beyond the northeast endzone on Thursday morning. Off to the left a worker on a ladder works on the electrical for the
building, while workers on the right haul brick to be laid on the side of the building. In the foreground, workers lay mats across
the field so dump trucks can come in and haul dirt away. Good weather has allowed MSC to work through most of the winter
and get the shell of the building finished. The facility is expected to be ready for the fall sports season.

Boilermakers
will face fifth-

seeded Badgers
today in
semifinal


