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Wilma Link, 83, Fort
Recovery

Beverly Jeffers, 90, Albany
Wayne Bickel, 81, Geneva
Judy Baumgartner, 78,

Perrysville, Ohio
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  43 degrees Sunday.
The low was 34.

The forecast calls for a low
in the lower 30s tonight with
winds gusting to 30 miles per
hour. Expect mostly sunny
skies Wednesday with windy
conditions and a high of  40.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County High
School Marching Patriots are
collecting items for those
impacted by Thursday’s torna-
do in Winchester. Donations
will be collected in the band
room through Wednesday.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Eclipse activi-
ties are planned across the
region.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Classic quartet

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Theo Hicks has worked at the
arts center in his wife’s home-
town.

He’s seen many shows there.
He’s even performed there

before.
Thursday will mark his first

time on stage at Arts Place with
his Barbershop Harmony Inter-
national Quartet Champi-
onship-winning group, Instant
Classic, which will perform at 7
p.m. in Hall-Moser Theatre.

“It’s nice to be back,” said
Hicks, a Michigan native whose
wife Laura is a Jay County High
School graduate and rural Port-
land native. “It’s nice to be there
in her hometown.

“It’s just great. It’s kind of  like
just coming home to do a per-
formance.”

Instant Classic (instantclas-
sicquartet.com) is closing the
2024 Eric R. Rogers Perform-
ance Series that also featured
cellist/vocalist Gabriel Royal
and magician Jon Mobley. The
group will bring the barbershop
style to the stage with a variety
of  tunes from vocal jazz to musi-
cal theatre to pop to R&B.

One of  the tunes it is known
for is “You Gotta Change Parts,”
a medley based on the tune
“Heart” from the musical
“Damn Yankees.”

“It’s just us being kind of
dumb,” he said. “It’s really
great.”

Another popular song that is
on the set list for Thursday
night — tickets are $12 for adults
and $5 for students and are
available at myartsplace.org, by
calling (260) 726-4809 or at Arts

Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Port-
land — is the group’s rendition
of  Queen’s “Crazy Little Thing
Called Love.” It also performs
songs from popular musicals,
Disney movies like “Toy Story”
and artists including Billy Joel.

“One of  the cool things about
barbershop is it’s a uniquely
American art form,” Hicks said.
“So we sing a wide variety of
music.

“It’s a lot of  different genres,
but in the barbershop style.
That’s one of  the unique things
about the performance is that
barbershop isn’t so much a per-
formance as it’s a style. So you’ll
hear a lot of  different genres.”

Each of  the members of  the
quartet developed a love for bar-
bershop music at a young age
and they came together when
Hicks (lead vocals) was in col-

lege at Anderson University. He
developed a friendship with
Kyle Kitzmiller (bass) — he and
his brother Kohl (baritone) were
born into barbershop through
their father, Scott — who had
another friend in David Zim-
merman (tenor). Kyle brought
his friends and brother together
just to sing for fun.

They joined Indianapolis bar-
bershop chorus Circle City
Sound and became part of  the
Barbershop Harmony Society,
which has an international con-
vention each year. Being the
competitive sort, they started
taking part in the Barbershop
Harmony International Quartet
Championship at the organiza-
tion’s annual international con-
vention each summer.

In 2015, they won.
See Classic page 2

Award-winning barbershop group with a local
connection will perform Thursday at Arts Place

Photo provided

Instant Classic — from left, Kohl Kitzmiller, Kyle Kitzmiller, Theo Hicks and David Zimmerman — will perform at 7
p.m. Thursday at Arts Place to close the 2024 Eric R. Rogers Performance Series. Hicks’s wife Laura is a rural Portland
native and Jay County High School graduate. Tickets for the show are $12 for adults and $5 for students and are available
at myartsplace.org, by calling (260) 726-4809 or by visiting Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Cities, towns and other
governments have long
entered into sister-city
agreements meant to fos-
ter economic and cultur-
al exchanges. But Indi-
ana lawmakers this year
slipped a new prohibition
blocking locals from join-
ing cooperative agree-
ments with communities
in six “foreign adver-
sary” countries into a bill
that originally dealt with
property taxes.

Proponents maintain
the ban is meant to be
retroactive, but not
everyone thinks it would
invalidate the 20-plus
existing agreements
involving Hoosier munic-
ipalities. And it doesn’t
affect Indiana’s own sis-
ter-state agreement with
Chinese province Zhe-
jiang.

The proposal was final-
ized and signed into law
just over a month after
the Washington
Post detailed China’s
renewed focus on diplo-
macy with local U.S. lead-
ers — featuring a trip for-
mer Carmel Mayor Jim
Brainard took to China.
During that tour,
Brainard ratified a sister-
city agreement with
Xiangyang.

Security-conscious law-
makers applauded the ban.
It occupies a scant 11 lines
in the 112-page House
Enrolled Act 1120, which

now tackles state and local
administration.

“The (Chinese Commu-
nist Party) pushes sister
city agreements to get a
foothold here, not to help
Indiana,” U.S. Rep. Jim
Banks of  Indiana said in
a statement to the Capital
Chronicle. “I’m glad that
state lawmakers are
focused on ridding Com-
munist Party influence
from our state, whether
that means banning
(agricultural) land pur-
chases or cooperative
agreements with our
foremost adversary.”

Agreements banned

The Commercial Review/Sam Murdock

Bunny buddy
Resident Marilyn Pearson shakes hands with the Easter

Bunny on Saturday afternoon. The visit was part of the annual
community Easter egg hunt at Persimmon Ridge Rehabilitation
Centre in Portland.

By ALICIA DIAZ
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

The Biden administra-
tion is rolling out an execu-
tive order to strengthen
women’s health research
standards across federal
agencies and prioritize its
funding in an effort to
close the gap on long-stand-
ing disparities.

As part of  the order, the
National Science Founda-
tion and Department of
Health and Human Servic-
es are instructed to
research ways to use artifi-
cial intelligence toward
advancing women’s health
research. It also directs the
HHS to expand data collec-
tion on women’s midlife
health and launch an agen-
da that can guide invest-
ments toward menopause-
related research.

Women’s health
research has faced dispari-
ties for decades, from fund-
ing to trials. Women are
historically underrepre-
sented in clinical and
research trials. A 2021
study in the Journal of
Women’s Health concluded
that the National Institutes
of  Health’s funding pat-
tern favors males in nearly
three-quarters of  the cases
where a disease primarily
afflicts one gender.

“While we’ve made
tremendous progress in
the last few decades, from
revolutionary discoveries
in certain disorders affect-
ing women, to increasing
the number of  women
enrolled in clinical trials,
we still know too little
about how to effectively
prevent, diagnose, and
treat a wide array of
health conditions,” said
Carolyn Mazure, chair of
the White House Initiative
on Women’s Health
Research.

State blocking sister cities in
‘foreign adversary’ countries

Effort includes
more research,

expanded
collection

of data

Order
seeks to
boost
women’s
health
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“Since then we’ve just had the

joy of  performing all over the
world,” said Hicks, a professor
and director of  choral activities
at Anderson University. “We’ve
just had a blast. What started as
just four really good friends just
singing … We won the contest
and then all these other oppor-
tunities started popping up. It’s
been really, really cool.”

Instant Classic has per-
formed in almost all 50 states
as well as Australia, Canada,
Sweden and the United King-
dom. In the fall, the group
made a visit to New Zealand. 

Hicks, Zimmerman and the
Kitzmillers also opened for the
NBC show “The Sing Off ” dur-
ing a live show in Indianapolis
and has performed on “The
Today Show.”

And while the group is still
more of  a hobby for the mem-
bers — Zimmerman is a piano
technician, Kyle Kitzmiller is a
website designer and Kohl
Kitzmiller works as an
arranger, producer and sound
engineer — it continues to ful-
fill them musically. It’s also
built bonds beyond friendship,
with a family atmosphere in
which all of  the guys serve as

uncles’ to the others’ children,
Hicks said.

“That’s been kind of  the
coolest thing of  all is that we
can make some great music
with our family,” he added.

He’s hopeful that all who
attend Thursday will come with
family. (Refreshments will
begin being served at 6 p.m.)

“It’s a family show,” said Hicks,
who’ll be bringing daughter

Nora along to visit with grand-
parents Pete and Lisa Vogler. “We
want to encourage everybody to
bring the whole family. It’s a
show for everywhere from 9
months to 95. I think everyone’s
going to have a little something
in this performance. There’s
something for everybody. If  you
want a good hour of  fun music,
some laughs, come on by. It’s
going to be a good time.”

Classic ...

Wilma Link
Dec. 20, 1930-March 17, 2024

Wilma Mary Link, 93, of  Fort
Recovery passed away on Sunday,
March 17, 2024, at Mercer Health in
Coldwater, Ohio.

She was born on Dec. 20, 1930, in
St. Henry, Ohio, to the late Gregor
and Mary (Kramer) Goettemoeller.

In addition to her parents, Wilma
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Lawrence Link, whom she
married on Nov. 28,
1953, and who passed
away on Nov. 14, 2010;
two children,
Leonard (infant) and
Bernard (stillborn);
her granddaughter-
in-law, Alica Shier;
her great grandsons,
Theodore Fleck and
Noah Miller; her sib-
lings, Fr. Leonard
Goettemoeller C.PP.S., Mildred and
Raymond Wuebker, Harold and
Dolores Goettemoeller, Alvin and
Verena Goettemoeller, Edna and
Norbert Kremer, Ivo and Esther
Goettemoeller, and Marie and
George Minnich; her in-laws, Aloys
and Cleopha Link, Rudy and Mary
Link, Sr. Jean Link S.F.P., Eugene
and Marilyn Fullenkamp, Elmer
Link, and Eugene Reinhard.

Wilma is survived by her chil-
dren, Mary Jane (Eugene) Homan
of  New Bremen, Ohio, Kathleen
(James) Riethman of  New Bremen,
Daniel (Nancy) Link of  Portland,
Robert (Sharon) Link of  Fort Recov-
ery, Linda (Rich) Shier of  Fort
Recovery, David (Marie) Link of
Fort Recovery, Teresa (Steven)
Smith of  Springboro, Ohio, and
Carol (James) Knapke of  Fort
Recovery; her 40 grandchildren; 64
great-grandchildren, with two on
the way; her sister-in-law, Marlene
Minnich of  Portland; her in-laws,
Phyllis Link of  Coldwater, Edna
Reinhard of  Plainfield; and Sr. Ade-

laide Link S.F.P. of  Cincinnati; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Wilma was a 1948 graduate of  St.
Henry High School. She spent her
life as a homemaker, raising her
beloved family. She was a devout
Catholic and a member of  Mary
Help of  Christians Catholic Church,
the Altar-Rosary Sodality and the
Daughters of  Isabella. In her free
time, Wilma enjoyed cross stitching,
playing games and making her
“famous” homemade cinnamon
rolls.  

A Mass of  Christian Burial will
be held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
March 23, 2024, at Mary Help of
Christians Catholic Church, Fort
Recovery. Burial will follow in St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Guests may visit with Wilma’s
family on Friday, March 22, 2024,
from 2 until 7 p.m. and again on Sat-
urday from 9 to 10 a.m. at Brockman
Boeckman Funeral Home, Fort
Recovery. A Daughters of  Isabella
prayer service will begin at 6:45 p.m.
on Friday.  

Memorial contributions may be
given to EverHeart Hospice or the
Center for Neurological Develop-
ment.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com. 

Beverly Jeffers
Nov. 17, 1933-March 17, 2024

Beverly S. Jeffers, age 90, Albany,
died Sunday, March 17, 2024, at Mor-
rison Woods Legacy in Muncie.

Born in Niles Township on Nov.
17, 1933, she grew up near Albany
and was a 1951 graduate of  Albany
High School. She was an office assis-
tant for Dr. Schindel, DDS, for 28
years and Dr. Nowakowski, DDS, for
11 years before retiring. Beverly
belonged to Union Chapel Min-
istries and was a member of  Delta
Theta Tau sorority.

Survivors include
a son, Robert D. Jef-
fers, Mesa, Arizona;
daughter Cheryl
Hatch (husband:
Jeff), Dunkirk; com-
panion Don Romine,
Albany; grandchil-
dren Whitney Carr
(husband: Nick),
Bloomington, Drake Hatch (wife:
Lauren), Daleville, Rob Jeffers
(wife: Savina), Fresno, California,
and Pearl Jeffers, Fresno, Califor-
nia; and great-grandchildren Hud-
son Carr, Langley Carr, Drew
Hatch and Avery Hatch.

She was preceded in death by her
husband of  nearly 56 years, Robert
E. “Bob” Jeffers, who died in 2006;
parents Howard and Helen
(Bergdoll) Bullock; brothers
Richard Bullock and Kenneth Bul-
lock; and a sister Marjorie Selvey.

Services will be 1 p.m. Friday,
March 22, 2024, at Meacham Funer-
al Service with burial at Gardens
of  Memory Cemetery.

Visitation is Thursday from 5
until 7 p.m. and one hour prior to
the service on Friday at the funeral
home.

Memorials, in memory of  Bever-
ly, may be sent to the charity of  the
donor’s choice.

Condolences and other expres-
sions of  sympathy may be given at
MeachamFuneralService.com.

Judith “Judy” K. (Caffee) Baum-
gartner, Perrysville, Ohio, a Geneva
High School graduate, July 8, 1945-
March 15, 2024. Services will be at 2
p.m. Sunday at Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home, 100 N. Washington St.,
Geneva.

Wayne J. Bickel, Geneva, July 31,
1942-March 16, 2024. Services will
be at 10 a.m. Wednesday at Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home, 100 N. Wash-
ington St., Geneva.

Obituaries

Link

Jeffers

Today
Franck, Dennis: 1 p.m.,

Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery.

Wednesday
Bickel, Wayne: 10 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Wissler, Mark: 11 a.m., Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 2204 S.
Macedonia Ave., Muncie.

Friday
Jeffers, Beverly: 1 p.m.,

Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Saturday
Link, Wilma: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Baumgartner, Judith: 2
p.m., Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Hit and run
A Bryant man was arrested for

leaving the scene of  an accident
after he allegedly struck a Fort
Wayne man’s car along U.S. 27 in
Jay County about 10:12 a.m. Satur-
day.

Bruce H. Finke, 73, told police he
was driving his 2013 Toyota Sienna
north on the highway near county
road 300 North when a 2006 Toyota
Rav4 sideswiped his driver’s side.
Finke said the vehicle had been
“driving recklessly at a high
speed,” according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report, and
“swerving all over the roadway
into incoming traffic.”

The vehicle, located in Bryant,
was occupied by 38-year-old Juan
Carlos Hernandez. He told police
he had been drinking and he
smelled of  alcohol, had balance

issues and had bloodshot eyes,
according to the report. Hernan-
dez refused a blood alcohol test.

Carlos Hernandez was prelimi-
narily charged with two Class B
misdemeanors for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated and leav-
ing the scene of  an accident.
(According to the report, he had
also been driving without a
license.) 

He was being held on a $1,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

The vehicle he was driving is
registered to Maurina De La Cruz
Hernan of  Portland. Damage is
estimated between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Pole hit
A Portland man lost control of

the vehicle he was driving, caus-
ing him to crash into a pole along

county road 150 East about 8:09
p.m. Sunday.

Jonah M. Southworth, 18, was
driving north on the road just
north of  county road 400 North
when he lost control of  the back of
the 2001 Ford Ranger he was driv-
ing. He told police he overcorrect-
ed, causing the vehicle to go off
the east side of  the road and hit a
utility pole in Linda Imel’s yard.
The pole broke and fell into the
road, according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report, causing
power lines to fall across the road.

American Electric Power
removed the pole and wires from
the road. The vehicle Southworth
was driving — it’s registered to
Kaela S. Ragon of  Winchester —
was towed.

Damage is estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Probation violation
A Redkey man was arrested Friday

for violating his probation.
Thomas L. Wright, 28, 9447 W. 700

South, pleaded guilty in Jay Superior
Court to operating a vehicle as a habit-
ual traffic offender, a Level 6 felony. 

He was sentenced to 545 days in Jay

County Jail with 541 days suspended
and given four days credit for time
served. 

A petition alleging he violated the
conditions of  his probation was filed in
court March 13.

Wright was released from Jay County
Jail on a $600 bond.

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Get your
local news
online by
visiting
us at

thecr.com

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 50 S.
Mooney St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:30 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District, 5948 W. Indiana
67, Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.30
April corn ...............4.30
Wheat ......................4.17

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.36
April corn ................4.38
May corn .................4.41

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.24
April corn ................4.22
Beans ......................11.71

April beans ............11.74
Wheat ...................... 5.13

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.13
April corn ................4.16
Beans ......................11.71
April beans ............11.75
Wheat ......................4.97

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.26
April corn ................4.26
Beans ......................11.52
April beans ............11.57
Wheat ......................4.67

In 1860, William Jen-
nings Bryan was born
in Salem, Illinois.
Bryan served as a
Nebraska representa-
tive in Congress from
1891 to ‘95 and was
known for his religious
beliefs and popularity,
earning him the nick-
name “The Great Com-
moner.”

In 1918, United
States president
Woodrow Wilson estab-
lished Daylight Savings
Time when he signed
the Standard Time Act. 

In 1931, Nevada legal-
ized gambling. The
measure led to casinos
cropping up around the
state, including the
development of  Las
Vegas’ gambling scene.

In 1962, Bob Dylan
released his first self-
titled album. Some of
his notable songs
include “Blowin’ in the
Wind” and “The Times
They Are a-Changin’”,
which became anti-war
movement anthems. 

In 1996, a fire swept

through a Manila dis-
cotheque in the Philip-
pines, killing 159 of  the
people inside. The
night club was only
meant to hold 35 people
but had crammed 400
inside for the evening.

In 2003, the Iraq War
began when United
States president George
W. Bush sent air strikes
on Baghdad.

In 2020, during the
beginning of  the coron-
avirus pandemic, Indi-
ana Gov. Eric Holcomb
announced all Indiana
schools would be closed
until May 1 in an effort
to slow the spread of
COVID-19. The same
day, the Indiana High
School Athletic Associ-
ation also announced
corresponding adjust-
ments to the spring
sport schedule. The
United States Labor
Department also
reported 281,000 Ameri-
cans had filed for
unemployment the
week prior.

— The CR

CR almanac

42/21 40/31 48/30 46/29 52/41
Wednes-

day’s forecast
shows sunny
skies with
wind gusts
reaching up to
30 mph.

Another
chance of
rain on Sun-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny,
with a high
around 46
degrees.

Mostly
sunny on
Thursday. At
night, there’s a
chance of rain
and snow.

Rain and
snow could
continue into
Friday with a
30% chance of
precipitation.

Wednesday
3/20

Thursday
3/21

Friday
3/22 

Saturday
3/23

Sunday
3/24

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$645 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$875 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-8-9
Daily Four: 2-3-5-0
Evening
Daily Three: 1-1-6
Daily Four: 0-9-0-8
Quick Draw: 3-4-8-9-12-

14-15-31-32-35-38-41-46-50-

51-57-58-71-74-78
Cash 5: 5-14-27-28-33
Estimated jackpot:

$121,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-9-7
Pick 4: 2-9-6-9
Pick 5: 4-5-1-2-0
Evening
Pick 3: 3-2-2
Pick 4: 9-2-2-2
Pick 5: 7-6-6-9-2
Rolling Cash 5: 3-8-19-

21-30
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For

more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHAT-

TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages and
is for anyone who wants to
sew. Bring unfinished
projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month.

ORGAN TRANS-
PLANT SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 3
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month  in the
IU Health Blackford main
conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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DEAR ABBY: I’ve been with
the same guy for almost five
years. I was madly in love with
him the first three years, but
after I had my daughter, things
slowly changed. We haven’t
been intimate in a while. I had
some female issues I wanted to
take care of, plus I’m not phys-
ically attracted to him any-
more. He makes little com-
ments about it to make me feel
bad. He doesn’t want to discuss
anything, so talking to him is
impossible. 

We broke up a few months
ago but got back together. He
moved all his stuff  out, so now
he makes me feel guilty, telling
me he has nothing and our
house doesn’t feel like his any-

more. By the way, he doesn’t
pay for rent or household
expenses like groceries, etc. I
pay for everything because he
doesn’t work. Yet I have to give
him money for his gambling
addiction. 

I don’t want to be with him
anymore. But the last time we
broke up, he was terribly ver-
bally abusive, and I don’t want
to go through that again. What
should I do? — INDECISIVE IN
ILLINOIS

DEAR INDECISIVE: Tell

him you no longer want to
be his sugar mama; he will
have to find someone else to
feed him and finance his
gambling addiction. Do NOT
do it while the two of  you
are alone. 

Make sure to have several
friends or relatives with you
for moral support and to
help him collect whatever
things he has at your place.
If  you do, it may curb his
verbal abuse. After that,
change the locks on your

doors and do not admit him
to the house again. If  he
forces his way in, summon
the police. If  you don’t rid
yourself  of  him, he will
suck you dry. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

We just want it to be
over.

Chrissy’s pregnancy
has been anything but a
breeze.

Almost as expected, the
morning sickness started
not long after we found
out we were pregnant.
And “morning sickness,”
despite its name, isn’t rel-
egated to the time of  day
before noon.

It can strike at any
time. It can strike often.

Such was the case dur-
ing the first trimester;
the first 13 weeks of  ges-
tation. It struck first
after one of  our more
common meals.

One evening after we
both returned home from
work and not really in
the mood to cook a full
meal, we opted for the
quick, Italian staple of
spaghetti.

A few bites in, she ran
to the bathroom. By her

side, I did my best to con-
sole her during this ini-
tial bout. I cooled a towel
and put it on the back of
her neck in hopes of
soothing her.

We haven’t eaten
spaghetti since.

Her “episodes,” as I’ll
call them, were by no
means regular. We never
knew what would trigger
them, either.

We learned quickly,
however, lack of  eating
led to nausea and could
cause an episode. Bumpy
rides in a car might
spawn them too.

It was almost like a
ticking time bomb.

As we had been told by

our many other mother-
friends — mind you, we’re
not exactly the “tradition-
al” age, if  there is one, to
which people become first-
time parents — the morn-
ing sickness goes away
after the first trimester.

They weren’t wrong.
But they neglected to leave
out one key detail; it’s not
gone for good.

My wife had a reprieve
for all of  about six weeks
during the second
trimester when there was
very little morning sick-
ness. 

This time, unfortunate-
ly it came back with a
vengeance.

To put it in the most sin-
cere possible way, my wife
isn’t exactly gentle when
these episodes strike. It’s
nearly debilitating for her
and she’d prefer to not be
seen in public. Therefore,
if  they happen when she’s
at work, she takes the rest
of  the day off.

Remember how I said it

can strike at any time? It
doesn’t care if  she’s at
work or not. Unfortunate-
ly, it’s happened quite a bit
at work these last couple
of  months.

It’s not just the morning
sickness she’s suffered
from, either.

As Baby Schanz contin-
ued to grow, however, so
too did her general dis-
comfort with being preg-
nant.

By discomfort, I don’t
mean she was regretting
being pregnant, it’s just as
the 40 weeks continued to
progress she just became
more and more uncomfort-
able.

Sleeping became
increasingly difficult. Typ-
ically one to sleep on her
back or her stomach, the
latter became impossible
for obvious reasons. The
former was tricky too
because of  the pressure
she experienced on her
pelvis and internal organs.

When a body pillow

joined us in bed, it made
her ability to sleep seem
possible, but shifting
from one side to the other
started to be less graceful
and more laborious.

No pun intended.
When we’re out and

about, be it grocery shop-
ping or buying items for
the baby’s room, we have
to take it easy. She can’t
walk as fast as her non-
pregnant self. She’s had
Braxton Hicks contrac-
tions — also known as
“practice contractions”
— often. They generally
occur when she’s on her
feet for long periods of
time, which is 90% of  her
workday as a clinical ath-
letic trainer.

As soon as she sits
down in the car ride
home, be it from the store
or work, they go away.
Once she starts moving
again, they return almost
immediately.

She’s fed up with it.
To be honest, I am too.

It’s hard to put into
words, but while “my job
is done” in terms of  the
pregnancy, I feel helpless.
There’s only so much I
can do when she has one
of  those episodes. I can’t
physically do anything
when she has her Brax-
ton Hicks contractions
and I can’t make her any
more comfortable when
trying to sleep. I am
handcuffed when it
comes to her general dis-
comfort.

It’s why we just want it
to be over. 

We’re excited to be par-
ents and meet our child.
But I — we — also desper-
ately want her discom-
fort to end.

••••••••••
Chris Schanz is a for-

mer CR Sports Editor
embarking on a new jour-
ney as a father. You can
reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmai
l.com.

There’s no love lost with pregnancy labors

Freeloader constantly tries to guilt his girlfriend

Community Calendar

Parental
Ponderings

Dear
Abby
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

In a political stampede Wednes-
day, the House overwhelmingly
approved a bill that would force
the social media app TikTok to be
divested from China-based owner
ByteDance, or face banning. The
Senate should have more sense
and slow this down.

If  the concern is that TikTok
might become rife with propa-
ganda, disinformation or anti-
democratic junk, and the expecta-
tion is that this will be ameliorat-
ed by sale to a U.S. entity, we have
some bad news. The site once
known as Twitter has plunged
into much of  the same muck
since its purchase by American
billionaire and noted narcissist
Elon Musk, who got rid of  a huge
swath of  the trust and safety
team and has dedicated himself

to pushing racist great replace-
ment garbage, jetted to the top of
users’ feeds by an algorithm tai-
lored to uplift his posts.

If  what lawmakers fear is that
enormous volumes of  user data,
particularly on youngsters, will
be siphoned off, stored, sold off  to
third parties, used for marketing
and political targeting and fed
into AI training algorithms, then
we agree wholeheartedly with
that apprehensiveness.

That’s why they should com-
mit to making up for lost time

and start looking at an industry
that has been allowed to grow
over the last three decades into a
series of  dominant monopolies
with little in the way of  over-
sight or guardrails — not just
ByteDance, but Meta, which
owns Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp; Alphabet, which
owns Google and YouTube;
Apple, with its cornering of  the
devices market and iron grip on
its app store; and so on.

Go ahead, block rampant data
collection and force transparen-
cy for opaque internal processes
that affect billions of  people. You
don’t like governments being
able to utilize data from social
media apps to override civil lib-
erties? Great, stop the NSA and
other federal, state and local law
enforcement from simply buy-
ing up personal data that they

would otherwise need a warrant
for.

Better yet, stop the widespread
purchase, bundling and third
party sale of  granular personal
data in the first place. Foster com-
petition in an industry that fan-
cies itself  a hub of  innovation but
has descended into startups
burning through venture cash
until the exit plan of  being
bought by one of  the tech giants.
Show companies that they can’t
run roughshod over regulations
— that the days of  Uber and
Airbnb openly flouting laws with
little consequence are over.

If  lawmakers refuse to move on
any of  this, then perhaps it’s an
indication that TikTok is an easy
scapegoat because of  its Beijing
ownership. The Chinese Commu-
nist Party does try to interfere
with U.S. elections, in violation of

American law. But the Politburo
doesn’t need to own the app for
that mischief.

Indeed, despite the months of
innuendo, lawmakers have yet to
present any concrete evidence
that TikTok has been used nefari-
ously by the Chinese govern-
ment, at least any more so than
its U.S.-based competitors like
Twitter, which was the locus of  a
massive disinformation cam-
paign by Xi Jinping’s govern-
ment.

Maybe this equivocating is a
marker of  what the tech indus-
try’s gargantuan lobbying cam-
paigns have bought — an eye-
watering $70 million on Congress
alone as of  2022, outstripping stal-
warts like oil and pharmaceuti-
cals, without even counting surg-
ing state-level lobbying expendi-
tures. For shame.

TikTok has become the scapegoat

By JOHN TORR
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana voters will have
several qualified candi-
dates with varying ideas
in the May primary elec-
tion for Governor, and I
think that’s a good thing.
What I’m not good with,
however, is that a winner
could well be chosen with
fewer than a quarter of
the votes cast.

Theoretically, if  all six
of  the current Republican
candidates remain on the
ballot, a winner could be
crowned with as little as
17 percent of  the party’s
voters. The same is true
for state and federal leg-
islative races, especially
for open seats. In general
elections, a third-party or
independent candidate
can become a “spoiler”,
potentially allowing a can-
didate to be elected by less
than 35% of  voters even
though a majority might
prefer one of  the losing
candidates.

We see results of  such
elections frequently on the
nightly news, with fringe
candidates elected from
the far right or left who
are out of  step with the
majority of  their con-
stituents and who intensi-
fy divisiveness, derail the
legislative process and
diminish democracy.

One solution would be a
change in our voting sys-
tem so candidates must
have more than 50% of  the
vote in order to be elected.
Run-off  elections can be
costly and delay the
process by weeks, but
Ranked Choice Voting pro-
vides an “instant run-off ”
that guarantees a majority
vote.

Here’s how it works —
instead of  voting for just
one candidate, each voter
ranks candidates in order
of  preference. If  no candi-
date has 50% of  the first
choice votes cast, the can-
didate with the fewest
votes is dropped. Votes for
that candidate then shift
to those voters’ second
choice and new totals are
calculated. The process
continues until one candi-
date has at least 50% of
the votes cast. 

Suppose there are four
candidates for sheriff:
Smith, Jones, Green and
Miller. Your first choice is
Green, and you’d consider
voting for Smith or Jones,
but you don’t like Miller’s
views at all. You would
rank Green first, Smith
and Jones second and
third, and rank Miller last
(or just not select a fourth).
In the initial vote the
results are Green 29%,

Smith 28%, Jones 10% and
Miller 33%, so Jones is
dropped and the 10% of
votes would then go to the
second choice of  those vot-
ers. In the next round,
Green gets 37%, Smith
30% and Miller stays at
33%. Miller drops off, and
those votes go to the
voter’s next pick resulting
in a final vote of  Green
49% and Smith 51% with
Smith declared the winner.

In the example above,
Miller would have won the
race with today’s simple
plurality even without
support of  a majority of
the voters. While your
first preference (Green)
wound up losing, your sec-
ond choice candidate pre-
vailed. More importantly,
a majority of  voters select-
ed the winner.

This voting method is in
use statewide in Maine
and Alaska, with more
than a dozen states experi-
menting with local or
municipal elections. A few
state parties use a varia-
tion of  this method for pri-
mary elections, including
presidential primaries.
While a bit confusing at
first, most voters like the
option once they under-
stand it.

Our current primary
system, coupled with ger-
rymandered districts on
both sides of  the aisle,
increasingly results in
extreme candidates from
both parties being elected,
thus fueling the erosion of
civility in our political dis-
course. We need change.
With ranked choice vot-
ing, candidates will more
closely align with the
majority of  voters, and
hopefully reduce divisive-
ness.

You might not get your
favorite candidate, but we
also can avoid the extreme
candidates that can’t win
the general election, or
maybe worse yet, that do
wind up winning in the
fall.

••••••••••
Torr is a longtime busi-

ness consultant who previ-
ously worked for Gov. Bob
Orr’s campaign and assist-
ed Lt. Gov John Mutz in
the early 1980s.

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

It’s time to consider
ranked-choice voting

By SHELDON H. JACOBSON
and DR. JANET A. JOKELA
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention has reported
an uptick in the number of  measles
cases around the nation since early
December. If  the pace of  infections
continues to follow this trajectory,
2024’s total will top the surge reported
in 2014 (667 cases), or even the 1,274
cases reported in 2019. Should we be
concerned?

One perception among some people
is that measles is just another innocu-
ous infectious disease that children
contract, characterized by fever and a
rash. The actual risks to children in
contracting measles are much
greater.

The CDC reports that on the order
of  1 to 3 in 1,000 infected children will
die from respiratory and neurologic
complications. To put this into per-
spective, if  every child 1 to 4 years
old became infected, and the mortali-
ty rate was 1 in 1,000 children, then
around 14,000 of  these children would
die from the disease.

By comparison, around 3,800 chil-
dren ages 1 to 4 die every year.
The leading causes of  death in this
age group are accidents, genetic and
developmental conditions present at
birth, and homicides. Without protec-
tion against measles, the disease
could quickly become the leading
cause of  death in this age group.

Yet deaths are just one measure of
the impact of  measles. Complications
such as pneumonia, swelling of  the
brain (encephalitis) and the possibili-
ty of  spending time in the hospital
are risks that cannot be ignored.

The best protection is a safe and
effective vaccine. It has been avail-
able for more than 60 years and
served as the primary factor in a
reduction in measles infections to lev-
els that has kept children safe.

What makes controlling measles so
challenging is its high transmission

rate, as measured by R0, or “R
naught,” its basic reproduction num-
ber. The R0 is the average number of
people susceptible to acquiring a dis-
ease from a single infected person.
The R0 for measles is estimated to
be between 12 and 18, the highest
among pediatric infectious diseases.
This also means that high immunity
rates typically achieved with vaccina-
tion, around 95%, are needed to
achieve herd immunity for measles.
By comparison, seasonal influenza
has an R0 of  around 1.3.

The good news is that anyone who
has ever had measles or been vacci-
nated acquires lifelong immunity.

The question that parents must
ultimately ask themselves is: How
much risk are they willing to assume
in not protecting their child against
the measles?

The number of  measles outbreaks
around the nation continues to grow.
The absolute number of  cases
remains small. The uncertainty is
whether each such pocket will die out
or expand and whether those infected
traveling around the country
will seed new infections that become
outbreaks.

From an epidemiological point of
view, the CDC can certainly track
such infections. Yet people’s choices
about vaccination for their children
ultimately drive infection spread and
outbreaks. In addition, many infec-
tions go unreported by those who
choose not to vaccinate their chil-
dren, unless the child becomes so ill
that medical attention is required.
(About 1 in 5 unvaccinated people in
the U.S. who get measles end up being
hospitalized.) This means that the fig-

ures the CDC is reporting are lower
than the actual number of  children
who have been infected.

If  a personal choice has no public
impact, then people should certainly
be afforded such freedoms. Yet when
personal choices have public conse-
quences, one must find the right bal-
ance between the two. That is why
child care facilities and schools
impose vaccination requirements.
Without such safeguards, numerous
infections would spread, affecting
families and creating educational and
public health chaos and risks.

As we saw during the COVID-19
pandemic, there are consequences
when schools must be closed. Remote
learning was adopted as a substitute,
which was necessary given the uncer-
tainty around the infection early in
the pandemic. Yet time has shown
that it was a poor substitute at best.

Lessons learned over time suggest
that keeping children in school
should be a top priority, and vaccina-
tion is the pathway to facilitate it. The
measles outbreaks around the nation
are a concern because they are a
marker for risk. And unless risk is
managed, it can grow and become
untenable.

So the current measles outbreaks
are indeed a concern. Appropriate
information and guidance should be
shared and communicated, so that
what is now a small collection of
infections does not grow into wide-
spread disease that could affect sus-
ceptible children and adults.

The best protection is always
preparation and prevention, since
disease avoided is a win for all. Com-
munication and trust define the path-
way to secure such protections.

••••••••••
Jacobson is a professor of  computer

science at the University of  Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.  Jokela is the
senior associate dean of  engagement
in the Carle Illinois College of  Medi-
cine at the University of  Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Should measles revival be a concern?
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

An investment firm
headed by a Portland
native was part of  a
fundraising round for a
company in the
autonomous vehicle
industry.

Applied Intuition,
which supplies software
for autonomous vehicles,
announced a $250 million
financing round at a $6
billion valuation. Lux
Capital led the round.

Among the new and
existing investors
announced by Applied
Intuition was Jay County
High School graduate
Mary Meeker of  BOND
Capital.

Applied Intuition was
founded in 2017 and cre-
ates software that
involves simulations to
let customers test
autonomous vehicles.

“When they think like,
‘I have this software or AI
problem,’ we generally
want them to think about
us,” company co-founder
and CEO Qasar Younis
told TechCrunch. “Like
we want to be that first
call.”

Open in Japan
Invenergy’s Rusutsu

Wind Energy Center has
started commercial oper-
ations.

The facility, which has
a capacity of  63
megawatts, is the compa-
ny’s first wind farm in
Japan. It has had solar

facilities in the country
for about 10 years.

“Invenergy is proud to
deliver another operating
clean energy project in
Japan,” said Invenergy
senior vice president
Masa Oya in a press
release. “We are grateful
for the people of  Rusutsu
Village, Hokkaido, the
administrative agencies,
GE Vernova and our con-
struction partner Kajima
Corporation for helping
make this project a reality.
We look forward to build-
ing on our track record to
deliver more clean energy
solutions in Japan.”

The company is plan-
ning a solar facility in
northwest Jay County.

Fair scheduled
Jay County Chamber

of  Commerce announced
that the 2024 Jay County
Career Fair is scheduled
for Sept. 12 at Jay County
Junior-Senior High
School.

Additional information
about the event will be
provided in the coming
months. Businesses that
would like to be placed on
the list to participate
should call the Jay Coun-

ty Purdue Extension
office at (260) 726-4707.

Services added
Adams Health Network

has added services to its
James D. & Sara L. Briggs
Medical Office Building
in Geneva.

The location is now
offering primary care,
obstetrics, internal medi-
cine, radiology, lab and
rehabilitation services.
Walk-in general x-ray
exams are available as
well.

Tips offered
Indiana Michigan

Power offered some tips
to prepare for storms as
part of  Indiana’s Severe
Weather Preparedness
Week last week.

Its tips include:
•Know the safe area of

your home for storm
shelter.

•Have a plan for extend-
ed power outages.

•Prepare an emergency
kit including non-perish-
able food, water, a flash-
light, batteries, a battery-
powered radio or TV, a
portable cell phone
charger, a blanket, a first
aid kit and any necessary
medication.

•Secure outdoor furni-
ture and other loose
items that can be caught
up in strong winds.

•Stay away from
downed power lines

•Ensure proper ventila-

tion if  using lanterns,
heaters or fuel-fired stoves.

Stores to close
Dollar Tree announced

recently that it will close
nearly 1,000 Family Dol-
lar stores over the next
several years.

The company, which
owns Family Dollar,
plans to close 600 Family
Dollar stores this year. It
added that an additional
about 37 Family Dollar
stores and 30 Dollar Tree
stores will close over the
next few years.

A list of  stores to be
closed has not yet been
announced.

Airport honored
Airports Council Inter-

national World named
Indianapolis Internation-
al Airport as the best
mid-sized airport in the
nation last week.

The organization sur-
veyed more than half  a
million travelers in 2023
to determine its award
winners. It marked the
12th consecutive year
that the Indianapolis
facility earned the honor.

“Indianapolis having
the best airport in North
America for this long of  a
run … is about more than
bragging rights,” said
Mario Rodriguez, Indi-
anapolis Airport Author-
ity executive director, in
a press release. “This
kind of  recognition of

our world-class team and
their special brand of
Hoosier Hospitality
translates directly to
attracting top sporting
events and conferences to
the city – repeatedly.”

Advance appoints
Advance Auto Parts

last week appointed A.
Brent Windom, Gregory
L. Smith and Thomas W.
Seboldt to its board of
directors.

Windom most recently
served as president and
CEO of  Uni-Select, an
automotive refinish,
industrial coatings and
automotive aftermarket
parts distributor. Smith
is executive vice presi-
dent of  Medtronic and
Seboldt spent the majori-
ty of  his career with
O’Reilly Automotive.

“We are pleased to wel-
come Brent, Greg and
Tom to the Advance Auto
Parts board,” said Gene
Lee, independent chair
of  the board of  directors,
in a press release. “These
directors’ automotive
industry and supply
chain experience will
help us progress in our
plan to return the compa-
ny to profitable growth.
With new management in
place, important strate-
gic actions underway,
and an enhanced board,
we are confident that
Advance is on the right
path to create significant

long-term value for
shareholders.”

Donated to programs
Subway Cares Founda-

tion last week announced
$300,000 in donations to
non-profit organizations.

Grants went to The
Farmlink Project, World
Central Kitchen, Folds of
Honor, Nuts, Bolts and
Thingamajigs, Boys &
Girls Clubs and iMentor.
They work to provide
food, make higher educa-
tion and vocational train-
ing more accessible and
mentor children.

“We have an immense
responsibility to ensure
today’s youth are given
the guidance, assistance
and opportunities needed
to succeed,” said Michele
DiNello, executive direc-
tor of  Subway Cares
Foundation, in a press
release. “It’s rewarding
to expand our impact
around the world with
the second year of  grants
to organizations doing
outstanding work in line
with our mission.”

The foundation also
announced an expansion
of  its Subway Fresh State
scholarship program to
include the United King-
dom and Ireland.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us
at news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Meeker is part of funding venture

By LIZZIE KANE
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

The Chicago-based
National Association of
Realtors will pay $418
million as a part of  a set-
tlement agreement to
resolve litigation against
the organization and its
members brought on
behalf  of  home sellers
related to broker commis-
sions.

The settlement comes
after a Missouri federal
jury issued a landmark
$1.8 billion verdict in
October of  last year, find-
ing the National Associa-
tion of  Realtors and sev-
eral large real estate bro-
kerages conspired to arti-
ficially inflate commis-
sions on home sales. The
association had said it
was appealing the ver-
dict, while a similar case
was expected to go on
trial this year in Illinois
federal court.

“NAR has worked hard
for years to resolve this
litigation in a manner
that benefits our mem-

bers and American con-
sumers,” said Nykia
Wright, interim CEO of
NAR, in a Friday news
release announcing the
settlement. “It has always
been our goal to preserve
consumer choice and pro-
tect our members to the
greatest extent possible.
This settlement achieves
both of  those goals.”

The settlement is sub-
ject to court approval and
will fundamentally
change how homes are
bought and sold by
removing the assumption
that buyers’ and sellers’

agents will split a 6%
commission on home
sales, which had been
standard practice in the
industry.

NAR has also agreed to
create a new multiple
listing service rule,
which “prohibits offers
of  broker compensation
on the MLS.” Real estate
professionals can still
discuss broker compen-
sation with their clients
off  of  the MLS.

Additionally, NAR will
require MLS participants
working with buyers to
enter into written agree-

ments with buyers. These
agreements dictate how
real estate professionals
will be paid and are
already in use in Illinois.

Wright said continuing
to litigate would “have
hurt members and their
small businesses.”

“While there could be
no perfect outcome, this
agreement is the best out-
come we could achieve in
the circumstances. It pro-
vides a path forward for
our industry,” Wright
said in the news release.

Real estate firms
RE/MAX and Anywhere

Real Estate (formerly
known as Realogy Hold-
ings Corp.) already agreed
to settle both the Missouri
and Illinois cases. Any-
where agreed to pay $83.5
million, and RE/MAX
agreed to pay $55 million.

The litigation has come
to a head amid internal
turmoil at NAR, which
has recently undergone a
series of  leadership
changes. Over the past
several months, NAR has
seen two presidents and a
CEO resign following
allegations of  sexual
harassment against its

former president Kenny
Parcell.

“NAR is focused firmly
on the future and on lead-
ing this industry for-
ward,” said Kevin Sears,
NAR’s president, in the
news release. “This will
be a time of  adjustment,
but the fundamentals
will remain: buyers and
sellers will continue to
have many choices when
deciding to buy or sell a
home, and NAR members
will continue to use their
skill, care, and diligence
to protect the interests of
their clients.”

Business
roundup

Realtors association will pay settlement

Agreement came after a federal jury in Missouri issued
a $1.8 billion verdict in October following a conspiracy claim
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Calling all sports fans
The Commercial Review is looking for part-time

SPORTS STRINGERS
to assist with coverage of local high school athletics.

If you love sports, enjoy attending games and events in-person and
have strong writing skills, this is an excellent opportunity for you.

As a sports stringer you will
Cover games as needed, as they fit into your schedule

Interview and interact with coaches and athletes
Be paid on a per-game, per-story basis

Required skills
Enjoyment and understanding of sports

Writing clearly and with a purpose
Ability to meet deadlines

Email letters of interest to r.cooney@thecr.com

By JACQUELINE CHARLES
Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

Dozens of  appreciative U.S. cit-
izens on Sunday arrived back in
Miami from a volatile Haiti —
where worsening violence by
armed groups continues to keep
millions trapped and threatens to
escalate an already worrying
humanitarian crisis.

Landing at Miami Internation-
al Airport, the travelers, many of
them Haitian Americans, were
among 47 passengers onboard a
charter flight arranged by the
State Department for U.S. citi-
zens and their immediate family
members. Many were vacation-
ing or visiting family, they said,
when violence broke out on Feb.
29.

Days later, gangs targeted the
airports, main port and orches-
trated a major prison break of
the country’s two largest deten-
tion facilities, resulting in the
escape of  thousands of  prisoners
that include several notorious
gang leaders.

Citing the ongoing civil unrest,
all U.S. carriers announced the
cancellation of  flights on March
4, even stranding those in Haiti’s
second largest city, Cap-Haïtien,
though there was no eruption of
violence.

“It feels good to be home,” said
Abson Louis, 46.

Louis, who lives in Orlando,
said while Cap-Haïtien, located
six hours north of  Port-au-
Prince, has been immune from
the violent attacks engulfing
Port-au-Prince and its surround-
ing cities, life remains difficult.

“It has been real stressful. It’s
devastating over there,” he said.
“I think a lot of  people are wait-
ing to have the same opportunity
to be here, to get out of  the chaos.
We’re grateful the current
administration is doing some-
thing about people getting left
behind, American citizens, Hait-
ian citizens, that are left behind.
Hopefully, things will get better.”

The U.S. government arranged
the charter flight to help U.S. citi-
zens evacuate Haiti amid the
escalating violence. Late Satur-
day, armed groups continued to
target key government installa-
tions and on Saturday looted sev-
eral homes in a well-to-do com-
munity in the capital not far from
the U.S. embassy.

The violence is spurring a
wave of  panic and fear, leading to
the continued cancellations of
commercial flights into the Tous-
saint Louverture International
Airport in the direction of  the
police’s headquarters. The volun-
tary evacuations, which are not
being done by the U.S. embassy,
occurred out of  Cap-Haïtien’s
Hugo Chavez International Air-
port, which has also been closed
to international flights until a
few days ago.

Presumably thousands more
Americans remain stranded in
the country, unable to make it to
the north, which requires cross-
ing gang-controlled roads.

The armed gangs attack on
critical infrastructure is trigger-
ing concerns regionally that the
violence will spill over. Bahamas

Prime Minister Phillip Davis on
Saturday announced a tightened
blockade around the southeast-
ern Bahama, telling Bahamians
that “there has been a collapse of
law and order in many areas of
the country, and a serious
humanitarian crisis is unfold-
ing.”

‘Unfortunately, there are no
simple or easy solutions for
Haiti, and the country’s disorder
and instability pose a security
challenge for the entire region,”
he said. ‘In The Bahamas, we
must patrol thousands of  square
miles of  water in order to protect
our nation’s borders.”

Davis said the country is
deploying “significant” Royal
Bahamas Defense Force assets to
establish a southern Bahamas
blockade operation, comprising

of  surface vessels, aircraft, and
120 highly trained RBDF person-
nel. Operations will focus on the
northern coast of  Haiti, the Old
Bahama Channel, and the Wind-
ward Passage.

“As we expand our patrols in
our southern waters, the United
States and the United Kingdom
are also working to position
assets in the region. We are work-
ing with the US Coast Guard,
with Turks and Caicos, and with
the Cuban Border Patrol, to
share critical intelligence and
align our efforts,” he said.
“Through these collaborative
efforts, we have successfully
intercepted a number of  vessels
originating from Haiti. The repa-
triation of  individuals aboard
those vessels will be conducted in
a manner that prioritizes the

safety of  our officers and
respects the human rights and
dignity of  the passengers.”

“We Bahamians are a compas-
sionate people,” he added, “but
we simply cannot absorb addi-
tional burdens or security risks
at home.”

Major U.S. carriers and other
international airlines suspended
service to the Caribbean country
on March 4, citing the ongoing
civil unrest. Domestic service
was also suspended in Haiti after
armed gangs breached the
perimeter of  both the national
and international airports.

The plane used on Sunday had
166 seats but only 47 passengers
were onboard said a flight atten-
dant. All of  the passengers were
required to have a valid U.S. pass-
port, according to the State
Department, which in announc-
ing the charter flight warned
Americans that “travel to Cap-
Haïtien is conducted at your own
risk.”

Passengers said they didn’t
know how much the flight would
ultimately cost at the time. They
were asked to sign a promissory
note. However, with no idea how
long before regular air service
resumes, passengers said they
jumped at the chance to return
knowing that people in the capi-
tal would not be able to make the
risky journey.

Avlot Quessa, who lives in
Boston, traveled from the center
of  the country to make the flight.
He said his February 27 trip to
visit his mother in Hinche in the
Central Plateau was only sup-
posed to last a week.

“I ended up staying 20-plus
days” he said, as he came out of
the doors at the international
arrivals.

While “it’s good to be back,”
Quessa said he has mixed emo-
tions about leaving.

“I also need to think about the
people back home,” Quessa
added. “Haiti is my homeland
and it’s very stressful to see the
homeland going through this act
of  violence, destruction… and
they are our neighbors. They are
only miles away from Miami. We
cannot turn our eyes back on
Haiti. Look at how much we
invest in Ukraine and Israel. So
no one is going to tell me that
color doesn’t matter.”

U.S. citizens return from Haiti

Tribune News Service/Miami Herlad/Carl Juste

Passengers walk through the Arrivals area after arriving Sunday on the first
evacuation flight out of Cap-Haitien, Haiti, at Miami International Airport.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.  

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

The Commercial Review
Tuesday, March19, 2024 Comics Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7136 N 650 E. BRYANT,

IN.
OPEN HOUSE: 

Sunday, March 10TH
from 1-3 pm, or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

80 Acres in Section 7,
Wabash Township. To
be offered in tracts and

combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car

garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached
garage/grainery.

Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded
with access on CR 650

E.
TRACTOR – ANTIQUES

– MISC
Farmall A Tractor with
cycle bar mower, belly
mower and blade. 5 gal-
lon milk can. CC saw.
Chicken crate. Old

gates. Walking plows.
Old toys. Tinker toys

and games.  Hand paint-
ed lamp globe.

OWNER: Laux Trust-
Thomas J. Laux Trustee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction to be held at

8341 N 400 E
(Bearcreek Farms)
Bryant, Indiana 

Monday MARCH 25,
2024

AT 6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE – 1675
W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT,

IN.
PARCEL #1:

Approximately 4 acres of
bare ground with

frontage on State Road
18. Possession at time

of closing.
Parcel #2:

Approximately 80 acres
with approximately 65
acres of slightly rolling
tillable ground, 9 ½
acres of wooded and
4.94 acres of ditch.

Farm is rented for 2024
crop year. Buyer to

receive cash rent pay-
ment of $200.00 per
acre. Possession after
harvest of 2024 crops.

Parcel #3:
Combination of Parcel
#1 and Parcel #2 con-
taining 84.923 total

acres.
Owner confirmation day
of sale. For more infor-

mation
contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary
Loy Auctioneer 260-726-

5160.
JOHN LEWIS,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
March 23rd, 2024 

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Gulf Tire Repair cabinet;
John Deere pedal trac-
tor; Wapak cast iron 3
legged pot; CAST IRON
SKILLETS: National,
Wagner, Favorite,
Victor, Marion and

Lodge to name a few.
Lightning rods with balls;

wood
pulleys; bags; McCoy
planters; Coke items;
Coke case;wood boxes
to include Wagner,

Whiskey,
Hires, 7up, Rubbers,
and others not listed;

ammo boxes; spice jars;
quilts; linens; Coke

trays; diary containers;
maps; feed sacks to
include Haynes Mill,

Celina, Piqua and many
others; pulleys; Griswold
tea kettle; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This auction is a nice
selection of primitives
along with an assort-
ment of old and collec-
tor’s items. Please note
that this is only a partial
listing of the items to be

sold.
ROGERS FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

DEPENDABLE driver for
Amish crew. Willing to
work with a crew.  Four-
door HD truck with ability
to pull trailers.  Call Tim
at 214-629-5154 

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until March
22nd. Starting salary of
$52,387. Will also be
accepting applications
for reserve officers. Lat-
eral transfer with sign on
bonus of $5,000 paid
over a 3-year term for
ILEA tier one graduates.
Benefits: Paid vacation,
holidays, sick and per-
sonal days. Health and
dental benefits offered,
Specialty pay, 13 Holi-
days, $1,000 annual
clothing allotment, and
1977 police and fire
retirement fund. Must be
21 years of age and no
older than 40 years of
age by date of appoint-
ment. Agility tests to be
announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

FOR SALE 2 Vacant
Lots 100x48. Parcel
numbers 38-07-21-103-
003.000-034 38-07-21-
103-004.000.034 call
260-726-7409  

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS

COLUMN 200 REAL ESTATE 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Jay Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C0l-2308-MF-000019 wherein First Merchants Bank s/b/m Level
One Bank was Plaintiff, and Michael G. Stoner and Amy M. Stoner
were Defendants, required me to make the sum as provided for in
said Decree, with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to
the highest bidder, on the 25th day April, 2024 at the hour of 10:00
A.M. as soon thereafter as is possible, at Jay County Courthouse 3rd
Floor -Main, Portland, IN 47371, the fee simple of the whole body of
Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana.

Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section Twenty eight (28), Town-
ship Twenty three (23) North, Range Fourteen (14) East more par-
ticularly described as follows:
Commencing at a point Thirty (30) rods South and Eighty-two (82)
rods and Twenty three (23) links East of the northwest comer of
said Section Twenty-eight (28) in township and range aforesaid in
the center of the Greenville Road; thence West Thirteen ( 13) rods;
thence North Six ( 6) rods; thence East to the center of said
Greenville Road; thence Southeast along the center of said road
to the place of beginning, excepting Fifty (50) feet off of and
along the entire north side thereof, and containing One quarter
acre, More or less: the above described parcel being a part of Out
Lot Seventeen (17) in Jackson and Reed's Addition to the City of
Portland, Indiana.
More commonly known as 126 S Boundary Pike, Portland, IN
47371-9194
Parcel No. 38-07-28-202-036.000-034

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.

Larry R. Newton, Jr., Sheriff
BRYAN K. REDMOND, Plaintiff Attorney 

Attorney # 22108-29
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.

8415 Allison Pointe Blvd., Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250

The Sheriffs Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.

NOTICE
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR.

CR 3-19,26,4-2-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE 

OF ANNUAL BIDS 
Notice is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received in
the office of the Jay County Au-
ditor, at the Courthouse in Port-
land, Indiana, 47371, Friday
April 5, 2024 until the hour of
4:00 PM local time for Item 1 to
be delivered to the county high-
way department in the amounts
and at such time as ordered by
the head of the department.
Bids are to be from January 1,
2024 through December 31, 2024
with optional escalator clause
as an alternate. 
Specifications are available in
the Jay County Auditor’s Office,
Portland, Indiana 47371 for the
following items: 

Item #1 Asphalt Emulsions –
AE-90/RS-2, APME, AE-90S,

AE-PL, Dustlay 
The Board of Commissioners
reserve the right to reject any
and/or all bids, or to accept the
one which, in their judgment
will be in the best interest of
Jay County, being the best
and/or lowest response and re-
sponsible bidder for each line
or class of materials by the or-
der of the Board of Commis-
sioners of Jay County, Indiana. 

Emily Franks 
Jay County Auditor 

CR 3-19,26 NS 3-20,27-2024- HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 
The Commercial
Review CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com  Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage at Van

Wert – 5 p.m.

Thursday
Fort Recovery — Softball scrimmage vs. New-

ton – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — College basketball First Four:
Wagner vs. Howard (TruTv)

7 p.m. — College basketball NIT: Xavier at
Georgia (ESPN); Cornell at Ohio State (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Avalanche at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — College basketball First Four: Col-
orado State vs. Virginia (TruTv)

9 p.m. — College basketball NIT: Richmond at

Virginia Tech (ESPN2); Kansas State at Iowa
(ESPN)

11 p.m. — College basketball NIT: UC Irvine at
Utah (ESPN2)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — MLB spring training: Los Angeles

Dodgers at San Diego Padres (ESPN)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball First Four:

Grambling State vs. Montana State (TruTv)
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Detroit Pis-

tons (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — College basketball NIT: Saint

Joseph’s at Seton Hall (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Milwaukee Bucks at Boston

Celtics (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs at

Washington Capitals (TNT)
9 p.m. — College basketball First Four: Col-

orado vs. Boise State (TruTv)
9 p.m. — College basketball NIT: VCU at Vil-

lanova (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at Golden
State Warriors (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at Los Ange-
les Kings (TNT)

Local notes
Tournament scheduled

The Fort Recovery High School volleyball pro-
gram is holding its annual alumni volleyball tour-
nament on Friday, March 22.

Teams can consist of former players or anyone
living in Fort Recovery and don’t need to be from
the same graduating class.

Entry costs are $10 per player, with all pro-
ceeds going to the FRHS volleyball team.

For more information, contact Travis Guggen-
biller by March 20 by emailing
guggenbillert@fortrecoveryschools.org.

Midwest Walleye Challenge
Indiana anglers are invited to participate in the

2024 Midwest Walleye Challenge, a virtual fishing
tournament.

The tournament begins March 30 and ends
June 30, with walleye, sauger and saugeye count-
ing. Contestants need to utilize the MyCatch
mobile app to submit photos of their catches with
a measuring device.

Participants can enter for free for the chance
at the grand prize or pay a $25 fee to be eligible
for biweekly cash prizes.

Those interested in participating can register
by visiting AnglersAtlas.com/event/769 or by
using the MyCatch app. For further information,
visit on.IN.gov/walleye.

Registration open
Registration for the Dunkirk co-ed softball

league is now open.
The league will start on April 7, and it will cost

$250 for each team to register. First and second-
place teams win a payout of $400 and $200,
respectively.

To register, call Brock Farmer at (765) 209-
4289.

Challenge set
The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge for

the 2024 season will begin April 20, where par-
ticipants 19-years-old or older can compete in a
total of eight races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge is $150
and will enter participants in all eight races, with
five needing to be completed for the Challenge
Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from Adams
County, but only the first 100 entries will com-
pete. Participation in individual events is available
as well.

To sign up or for more information, visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 10
Of  course, one doesn’t

need to be as immersed
in college hoops as Jay
Bilas to recall that the
only other No. 1 seed to
fall to a No. 16 seed — Vir-
ginia, which lost to the
University of  Maryland-
Baltimore County in the
2018 round of  64 — came
back and won it all the
following season.

Does Purdue have what
it takes for such an epic
bounce back? Bear with
me, and I’ll share my
view.

Here are 10 tips that
could — could — help you
fill out a winning brack-
et:

1. How to use
conference
tournament results 

Eventual 2023 NCAA
champion Connecticut
lost to Marquette in last
season’s Big East Tourna-
ment semifinals.

Fact is, since the NCAA
Tournament bracket
expanded to at least 64
teams in 1985, only 16 out
of  38 subsequent NCAA
champs won their confer-
ence tourneys. Of  the
past 10 recognized NCAA
tourney title winners,
only two — Villanova in
2018 and Kansas in 2022
— won their league tour-
naments.

What the conference
tournament results can
help you do, however, is
figure out who NOT to
pick to win it all.

Since 1985, no team
that failed to win at least
one game in its league
tourney has gone on to
win the NCAA champi-
onship.

2. There is a new
“upset line” in the
NCAA Tournament 

The famed “5-12” upset
line was a bust in 2023 —
No. 5 seeds went 4-0 vs. No.
12s.

That was not shocking.
Over the past five NCAA
tourneys, the 6-11 line has
yielded substantially
more upsets than the 5-12.

Since 2018 (remember,
there was no NCAA Tour-
nament in 2020), No. 11
seeds are 9-11 vs. No. 6s.
Conversely, No. 12s are
only 6-14 vs. No. 5s in the
same time frame.

3. Little reason to
pick against top
three seeds

The place to look for
jaw-dropping surprises in
recent NCAA tourneys
has been the 2-15 line — a
No. 15 seed has ousted a
No. 2 in three straight
March Madness renewals.

Even with that, there’s
not a great percentage in
picking against top three
seeds in the round of  64.

Over the past five NCAA
Tournaments, No. 1 seeds
are 18-2 in the round of  64;
No. 2s are 17-3; and No. 3s
are a robust 19-1.

Meanwhile, No. 4s are
“only” 14-6.

4. What makes a
team vulnerable to
an early exit? 

If  you trust the metrics
gurus, the characteristics
that make teams suscepti-
ble to being upset early in
a NCAA tourney are: a
higher than average
turnover rate; poor 3-point
shooting percentage; and
taking fewer free throws
per game than their oppo-
nents.

5. No. 1 seeds tend
to make the Sweet
16 

Last year, only two No. 1
seeds, Alabama and Hous-
ton, advanced to the round
of  16.

That was an unusually
low advancement for top
seeds. Over the past five
NCAA tourneys, 70% of
No. 1 seeds (14 of  20) have
reached at least the Sweet
16.

6. The “hot”
programs 

Since 2016, four men’s
hoops programs have won
substantially more NCAA
Tournament games than
anyone else — 1. Gonzaga
(22 NCAA tourney wins);
2. Villanova (20); 3. Kansas
(19); 3. North Carolina (19).

Behind those four, Duke
and Michigan are next
with 14 NCAA tourna-
ment victories since 2016.

As you evaluate the
“hot” programs for 2024
March Madness, keep in
mind that all of  those Vil-
lanova NCAA tourney
wins came under former
coach Jay Wright. So
there’s reason to be wary
of  the Wildcats — if  they
make the tournament at
all.

7. No. 1 seeds tend
to cut down the nets 

Connecticut winning it
all last season as a No. 4
seed was an outlier.

A No. 1 seed has won the
NCAA Tournament in
seven of  the past 10
renewals of  March Mad-
ness, including five of  the
past six.

8. Picking the
national champion 

Fourteen of  the 21
NCAA champs since 2002
have ranked in the top 20
on Selection Sunday in
both adjusted offensive
and defensive efficiency in
the Pomeroy ratings.

Last year on Selection
Sunday, there were four
such teams — Houston
(No. 11 adjusted offensive

efficiency, No. 4 adjusted
defensive efficiency); Ala-
bama (No. 19, No. 4);
UConn (No. 6, No. 18) and
Texas (No. 18, No. 11).

Of  those four teams,
Alabama and Houston lost
in the Sweet 16; Texas lost
in the Elite Eight; and
UConn won it all.

As of  March 7, there
were six teams this year in
the top 20 in both adjusted
offensive and defensive
efficiency in the Pomeroy
ratings: Houston (No. 12,
No. 1); UConn (No. 3, No.
14); Purdue (No. 2, No. 20);
Arizona (No. 6, No. 15);
Tennessee (No. 20, No. 3);
and Auburn (No. 14, No. 5).

Meanwhile, Duke (No. 7,
No. 22), Creighton (No. 7,
No. 24) and Marquette (No.
22, No. 16) were close to top
20 status in both adjusted
offensive and defensive
efficiency.

9. Believe in blue 
When Connecticut,

whose school colors are
navy blue, gray and white,
won it all last year, it con-
tinued a long-running
trend.

Since 2004, every team
but two that has won the
NCAA championship has
had blue among its pri-
mary school colors.

The exceptions are Bay-
lor (green and gold),
which won in 2021, and
Louisville (red, black and
white), which won in 2013
— but subsequently vacat-
ed the national title due to
NCAA rules violations.

Among this season’s six
Pomeroy Ratings “dual
championship qualifiers,”
three of  them — Arizona
(navy blue, cardinal red),
Connecticut (navy, gray
and white) and Auburn
(navy blue, orange) —
incorporate blue into
their uniform colors.

The other three, Hous-
ton (red, silver, white),
Purdue (old gold and
black) and Tennessee
(orange and white),
eschew the blue.

10. So can you trust
Purdue in your
bracket?

In last season’s stunning
NCAA tourney loss to
FDU, the Boilermakers
made only 5 of  26 3-point
tries, turned the ball over
16 times and struggled to
guard the quicker Knights
on the perimeter.

This year, Purdue has
raised its team 3-point per-
centage from 32.2% a year
ago to 40.5% this season.
The Boilermakers are also
far more prolific offensive-
ly, averaging 84.7 points in
2023-24 after scoring 72.7
last year.

It remains worrisome,
however, that Purdue
turns the ball over (338)
more than it forces
turnovers (296).

So my hunch is you can
trust Purdue to get
through to the second
week of  the NCAA Tour-
nament but not to play on
the final weekend.

Bracket ...

NCAA tournament begins tonight with Howard vs. Wanger
and Virginia vs. Colorado State in First Four
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Mustaard
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Ring Bologna
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Steak

if
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ground
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frrozen, inn tubes
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T-Bones

t
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cut,, Boneless

Pork
Chops
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Chunk
Pork Loins

W

Bulk
Sausage $269

lb

Whhole Hog

Sausage
Patties
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get one 

FREE

That’s means:

$460 
for a full-page color ad

$409.50 
for a full-page b&w ad

Ads must run in March.
Rates do not apply to special sections.

Contact Lindsey at 
L.Cochran@thecr.com 

or (260) 726-8141

75% o� any 
full-page ad
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Sports
Tuesday, March 19, 2024

Caleb Garringer breaks
indoor track school record,
see story below

FRHS baseball travels to
Van Wert for scrimmage, 

see Sports on tap

By MARK STORY
Lexington Herald-Leader
Tribune News Service

As you prepare to chase
pool riches by filling out
your 2024 NCAA Tourna-
ment bracket, there is at
least one question you
will have to confront:

Do you trust Purdue?
On paper, coach Matt

Painter’s Boilermakers
should enter the 2024 edi-
tion of  March Madness as
one of  the favorites to cut
down the nets.

Alas, Purdue’s recent
NCAA Tournament histo-
ry breeds skepticism.
Over the past three
NCAA tourneys, Purdue
has been eliminated by a
13 seed (2021), a 15 seed
(2022) and a 16 seed (last
year). The shocking 63-58
Purdue loss to Fairleigh
Dickinson in last season’s
round of  64 was only the
second time in NCAA
Tournament history that
a No. 16 seed upset at No.
1 seed.

See Bracket page 8

ANDERSON — The
indoor season is coming to
a close and the Patriots
are dropping time and
reaching further dis-
tances.

The Jay County High
School indoor track team
only had one top-five fin-
ish, but had five career
best results and an indoor
school record at the Blue
and White Relays at
Anderson University on
Saturday.

Caleb Garringer had the
highlight of  the day, set-
ting a new indoor school
record in the 3,200-meter
run with a time of  10 min-
utes, 53.53 seconds, and
placed 23rd out of  47 ath-
letes in the event.

Morgan DeHoff  had the
highest finish of  any
Patriots, placing fourth in
the long jump with a dis-
tance of  15 feet, 4.25 inch-
es.

Other top-ten finishes
includes Molly Muh-
lenkamp and Jenna Dues
with a new career best 5
feet in the high jump to tie
for sixth and Matilda
Mende with a time of  8.3
seconds in the 60-meter
dash.

The 4x400 relay and
4x800 relay teams both
placed 10th as well.

Other career bests came
from Caden Gambill in the
60 dash (7.82 seconds) and
Dues in the 60 dash as well
(8.54 seconds).

The meet was the final
of  the indoor season, with
the outdoor season begin-
ning April 2 against Black-
ford at West Jay Middle
School.

Fifth at state
MERRILLVILLE — The

JC Flipsters had nine ath-
letes compete at the Xcel

State Meet over the week-
end.

Carlie Runkle was the
Flipsters’ top performer
as she garnered 37.275
points to place fifth in the
Xcel Bronze Junior C divi-
sion. Runkle earned
fourth place in the vault
(9.375 points) and on the
floor (9.425) while placing
eighth on the bars and the
beam.

Five more gymnasts fin-
ished in the single digits,
three just behind Runkle
in the Bronze division.
Kendall Evans earned
sixth with 36.975 points in
Junior A.

A third-place finish
pushed Emma Robinson to
seventh in Child C division.

The other top-10 finish
from the bronze was Brin-
ley Steury. She had 37.125
points to take eighth in the
Child B.

As the Flipsters’ only
Xcel Silver competitor
Charli Stephens took the
top spot on the bars with a
score of  9.725. She fin-
ished sixth all around in
the Senior A.

Bella Sarver claimed
sixth place in the Xcel
Gold Junior C by placing
fourth on the floor (9.35)
and fifth on the bars
(9.075).

Other finishes include:
• Oakli Bellis - 15th in

Xcel Bronze Junior C
• Jordyn Champ - 15th in

Xcel Gold Junior D
• Aubree Shannon - 15th

in Xcel Gold Senior B

Patriots end indoor
season on good note

Local
roundup
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Jay County High School sophomore Brasen Glassford launches his
shot during a preseason practice in early March. During the Blue and White Relays
on Saturday, Glassford’s top throw of 33 feet, 7.5 inches earned 41st place.

Ten
tips for
filling
out
your
bracket
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