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Portland
sewer
increase
is OK'd;
RV rules
approved

Council
touched on
various topics
in nearly
three-hour
meeling

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

A sewer rate increase, a
new recreational vehicle
ordinance and funding to
purchase police vehicles
were approved.

Proposed changes to the
trash collection ordinance
were not.

And a potential rewrite
of zoning ordinances and
the handling of those liv-
ing in the country illegally
were discussed.

Portland City Council
dealt with a wide range of
topics Monday, including
the approval of a 20.4%
sewer rate increase, during
a meeting that stretched
nearly three hours.

Ross Hagen of account-
ing and consulting firm
Baker Tilly explained that
a sewer rate increase of
20.4% would be needed to
cover the cost of a $23.09
million bond that will be
used to pay for upgrades at
the city’s wastewater treat-
ment plant. The project to
construct an equalization
basin and wet weather
pump station is required
through the city’s agreed
order with the Indiana
Department of Environ-
mental Management to
eliminate combined sewer
overflows.

Hagen explained that the
change would take the
average residential water
bill, based on 4,000 gallons
of usage, to $74.09 per
month. That’s up from the
current $61.53, an increase
of $12.56.

Council member Ron
May asked if there is any
way to address the project
without increasing month-
ly water bills for residents.
Hagen responded that
there is not and noted that
the loan through the State
Revolving Fund has an
interest rate of 2%, about
2.5 percentage points lower
than he would expect from
other sources.

City council initially
approved the rate increases
6-1 on first reading, fol-
lowed by a 6-1 vote to sus-
pend the rules and allow
the issue to advance to sec-
ond reading on the same
night. It then voted 6-1 to
approve the increase. (May
dissented in all three
votes.)

However, when a similar
vote to suspend the rules
occurred later in the
evening — the vote was 5-1
— and was followed by a
motion to move forward
with a second reading, The
Commercial Review point-
ed out that motions to sus-
pend the rules must be
unanimous. (The newspa-
per did not have a reporter
in the room at the time of
the original sewer rate vote
because of attendance at
the Jay School Board meet-
ing.)

See Increase page 2
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Busy breakfast

Bob Schmit Memorial Exhibition Hall at Jay County Fairgrounds was buzzing Tuesday morning with hundreds
gathering for the Ag Day Breakfast. (A meal of eggs, sausage, toast and beverages was available for $1.) Tuesday marked
the return of the event in its full form for the first time since 2019.
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Board extends coaching contracts

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Two coaching contract exten-

sions sailed through.

A third passed, but not without
some discussion and a vote

against.

Jay School Board on Monday

approved one-year coaching con-
tract extensions for football coach
Grant Zgunda, girls basketball
coach Sherri McIntire and boys
basketball coach Jerry Bomholt.
The contract extensions through
the 2025-26 school year were on the
board’s agenda, with Jay School
Corporation superintendent Jere-

my Gulley proposing a 5% increase
similar to those given to other
employees late last year. They were
considered individually, with
Zgunda’s extension passing unani-
mously.

Bids higher
than expected

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
Bids came in significantly
higher than expected.

Now the village is trying
to figure out how to cover
the additional cost.

Fort Recovery Village
Council heard from vil-
lage administrator Randy
Diller about concerns
related to the cost of con-
structing a second water
tower on the north side of
the village.

Initial plans called for
building a 250,000-gallon
elevated water tower — it
would mirror the existing
tower located along Indus-
trial Drive on the south-
eastern side of the village
— with an additional 2,600
feet of water line to con-
nect it to the village’s dis-
tribution system.

The village applied at
the end of 2021 for $1.25

Weather

Zgunda, Mclntire pass 7-0;
Bomholt approved by 6-1 vote

When MclIntire’s contract came
up, board member Marcie Vor-
mohr said she had received a cou-
ple of phone calls regarding why
there was “a rush” to act on the
basketball contract and that such

discussions should be open to the
public. (Monday’s meeting was
open to the public, as are all regu-
lar school board meetings.)
Another concern raised was a
possible restructuring of admin-
istration at the high school, with
the suggestion that new adminis-
trators should have a voice in the
decision on such extensions.

Vormohr noted that she was
not expressing her own feelings,
but rather those of her con-
stituents.

After her comments, McIntire’s
extension passed 7-0.

See Extends page 5

Cost for
water tower

comes in at
$2.4 million

million through the Ohio
Department of Develop-
ment for the project,
which was estimated to
cost around $1.45 million
at that time. Although it
was denied the first round
of funding, the village was
awarded a $1.25 million
grant in June 2023 from
the Ohio BUILDS water
infrastructure program.

Last year, the project
was estimated to cost
about $1.7 million.

See Bids page 2
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Morales visits

Indiana Secretary of State Diego Morales (pictured
speaking at right) visited Jay County Clerk’s Office on Tuesday to
present a $20,000 grant for election improvements. Morales talked
about the November election, noting the potential for a bigger voter
turnout. “We need to be ready and my job is to give you county
clerks ... the tools and resources you need,” he said.
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In review

Coming up
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The temperature in Jay Coun-
ty hovered between 30 and 34
degrees Monday.

Skies will be mostly clear
tonight with a low in the lower
20s and winds gusting to 25 miles

per hour. Expect partly cloudy
skies Thursday with a high in
the upper 30s. There is a chance
of rain Friday:

For an extended forecast, see
page 2.

Jay County Public Library
is hosting its annual March
Madness bracket competition.
This year brackets are avail-
able for both men’s and
women’s basketball. They
need to be filled out and
returned by 11 a.m. Thursday.

Thursday — A look at
eclipse events planned
throughout the region.

Friday — The Fort Recov-
ery spring sports preview spe-
cial section.
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FRHS getting new intercom system

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Fort Recovery High School
will be getting a new bell and
intercom system.

School treasurer Deanna
Knapke announced during a
Fort Recovery Local Schools
school board meeting Monday
that the district received a
$33,562 grant to replace its out-
dated paging equipment with a
two-way communication system,
allowing the main office and
classrooms to engage in conver-
sation.

Fort Recovery Local Schools
was awarded the funding Feb. 20
from Ohio Bureau of Workers’
Compensation’s School Safety
and Security grant. The grant
allots up to $40,000 to “Ohio
employers who wish to purchase
equipment to substantially
improve the safety and security
of facilities, and to reduce or
eliminate injuries or illnesses
associated with providing educa-
tional services to children,”

according to the bureau’s web-
site.

Per the program, the employer
must match 25% of the project
cost. Fort Recovery Local Schools
will chip in $11,187 toward the
project, with installation to begin
in June by SecurCom of Minster.
The school’s portion will come
out of its permanent improve-
ment fund.

Superintendent Tony Stahl
noted a two-day period last year
in which the current system was-
n’t working.

“It’s obviously a logistical
issue, but also from a safety
standpoint, this will be a lot bet-
ter system,” explained Stahl, not-
ing the two-way communication
feature. “Right now, it’s just from
the office to the classrooms ... it’ll
be a little bit better than what we
have.”

“We’re better off doing an
upgrade,” added Knapke. “I think
it’s almost obsolete what we have
now. Trying to fix it is really diffi-
cult.”
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naur checked the ordinance and
confirmed that motions to suspend
the rules must be unanimous, thus
meaning that the council’s previous
vote on the sewer ordinance was

Council members, clerk-treasurer
Lori Phillips and Schemenaur then
returned to the sewer rate issue,
asking May to vote in favor of the
suspension of rules. They noted

The school board also made
some staffing changes after
approving the district’s staffing
plan for next school year. Stahl
explained the plan is developed
based on a variety of factors.
Next year’s hiring considerations
included different grant dollars,
such as the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency Relief
Fund, kindergarten enrollment
numbers — 65 students — with
enrollment expected to remain
steady, a need for a potential
interpreter for an incoming stu-
dent and a transition to a district
literacy specialist.

With the staffing plan in mind,
school board OK’d reassigning
Courtney Klosterman from ele-
mentary gifted teacher to second
grade teacher and Abby Scheidt
from third grade teacher to litera-
cy specialist, both effective Aug.
1

Stahl noted two open positions
that will also need to be filled
before next year.

In other business, school board

that the ordinance needed to be
approved before closing on the loan
from the state on March 29 and indi-
cating that delay could jeopardize
the loan and potentially result in
additional costs.

May relented, with the motion to
suspend the rules passing 6-0 and
then the second reading of the rate
increase passing 5-1 with Michele
Brewster, Dave Golden, Mike AKer,
Ashley Hilfiker and McClung in
favor and May against.
Goldsworthy, who was in attendance
for the initial vote, had departed the
lengthy meeting before the error
was corrected.)

The new recreational vehicle

members Mitch Fullenkamp,
Sean Kahlig, Greg LeFevre, Nick
Wehrkamp and Don Wendel:
«Gave permission to Stahl to
enter into an agreement with the
Village of Fort Recovery for
improving safety measures at the
intersection of Center and Elm
streets (Ohio 49). The $60,000 proj-
ect — it involves installing flash-
ing beacons and enhancing cross-
walks — will be split between the
school district and village and
should be completed before stu-
dents return to school in August
following summer break.
«Learned about hopes to estab-
lish a wrestling club at the high
school with about 15 to 20 stu-
dents interested in joining.
«Heard about potential plans
for a partnership with Joe Bruns’
family for creating a putting
green for the high school golf
team. Bruns was the Fort Recov-
ery High School girls golf coach
at the time of his death.
Were reminded of a few
upcoming events at the high

Increase ...

Continued from page 1
Council president Kent McClung
said if that was the case, it would
impact the sewer rate increase that
was approved earlier in the meeting
o ¥ and asked for city attorney Wes
S -, Schemenaur to confirm. Scheme-
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Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
10-17-20-39-44
Power Ball: 16
Power Play: 3
Estimated

$687 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$875 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-1-8
Daily Four: 9-0-7-3
Quick Draw: 3-4-13-17-

Daily Four: 8-7-5-2

Quick Draw: 3-4-7-8-10-
11-19-21-24-26-29-34-43-44-
48-55-56-59-62-65

Cash 5: 1-8-10-18-24

Estimated jackpot:
$135,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-6-0
Pick 4: 4-8-5-2
Pick 5: 6-1-8-4-3
Evening
Pick 3: 1-0-0
Pick 4: 0-6-0-9
Pick 5: 3-4-5-7-3

23-25-28-34-38-41-45-47-55- Rolling Cash: 4-14-21-
56-62-64-65-73-78-80 30-32
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 6-1-3 $110,000
Cooper Farms April beans ............ 11.69
Fort Recovery Wheat ......ccoceneenee. 5.23
Corn...ccoeeeveeveeeneenne, 4.30
April corn................. 430 ADM .
Wheat ......ccooocomerneen. 429 Montpelier
gornl .......................... 4.16
: i pril corn ................ 4.19
FOOE;I;anlorefmlng Beans.........ccoeuee. 11.68
C 444 April beans ............ 11.72
O A% Wheat ....oooeevriennn 5.09
April corn................ 4.46
May corn...........cc..... 4.46 Heartland
The Andersons ggmAnthony ......... 4.29
Richland Township  Aprilcorn................ 4.29
1610) 1 RO 426 Beans................ 11.48
April corn................ 424 April beans ............ 11.53
Beans..........ccuue.. 11.67 Wheat .....ccoceeuveeneee. 4.79

Today in history

In 1852, Harriet
Beecher Stowe pub-
lished “Uncle Tom'’s
Cabin.”

In 2012, nine Fort
Recovery High School
athletes were named to
the All-Midwest Athlet-
ic Conference Academ-
ic team. They were girls
basketball team mem-
bers Kylie Kahlig, Eric-
ka Lennartz, Olivia
Schwieterman, Kelsey
Fiely, Abby May,
Chelsea Pottkotter and

Janelle Schwieterman,
and boys basketball
team members Jared
Kahlig and Elijah
Kahlig.

In 2017, Portland
City Council approved a
$2,300 request for mayor
Randy Geesaman to
make a three-day trip to
Washington, D.C., and
speak with a variety of
legislators and federal
agencies on behalf of
Portland.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

4 pm. — Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 50
S. Mooney St.

Monday
9 am. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

6 p.m. Dunkirk
Board of Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Bids ...

Continued from page 1

Estimates for the proj-
ect in February came to
nearly $2.2 million.

As of March 14, that
amount continued to
climb.

The lowest bid — it was
from Caldwell Tanks of
Louisville, Kentucky
— came in at $2.4 mil-
lion. (Other bids from
Pittsburg Tank and
Tower Group of Hender-
son, Kentucky, and
Phoenix Fabricators of
Avon, Indiana, were
more than $3 million.)

“The bids were all over
the board, it was shock-
ing to me,” noted council
member Cliff Wendel.

“We’re obviously we’re
in a quandary here,” said
Diller.

He said he reached out
to the Ohio Department
of Development — it is
administering the Water
and Wastewater Infra-
structure Grant Program
— to see if alternative
funding would be avail-
able for the project.

“Which, basically, (it
was) a solid no,” he said.
“Yes, everybody is facing
that, maybe not on the
scale we see, but every-
body is facing the short-
age Dbecause of the
increased prices.”

Diller said he reached
out to various sources
Monday in an effort to
seek additional funding
for the project. He point-
ed out the village has 30
days to accept one of the
bids, and he said he
hopes to have more
answers at the next vil-
lage council meeting.

Also Monday, Diller
noted the village is look-
ing into an Ohio Water
Development Authority
design loan. It would be a
low-interest funding
option to complete
design work for switch-
ing the water plant from
a lime and caustic soda
treatment to a reverse
osmosis membrane soft-
ening operation.

The village applied ear-
lier this year for a $4 mil-
lion grant through the
Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure Grant
Program to assist in pay-
ing for the project, an
undertaking estimated at
$4.35 million for initial
construction costs. The
new softening process
would decrease the vil-
lage’s chemical costs by
an estimated $210,000
annually. PMG Consult-
ing is currently working
on a proposal for engi-

neering and design of
the project.

In other business, coun-
cil members Al Post, Luke
Knapke, Scott Pearson,
Erik Fiely, Greg Schmitz
and Wendel:

*Heard the village will
be adding an oxidizer to
the wastewater lagoons
next week and increased
aeration and mixing by
early April. “Those things
together, we're hopeful
will bring us up to the
(dissolved oxygen) level
which in turn will help
with our odors,” said
Diller. He also noted plans
to meet with a company
this week to discuss
details related to dredging
the lagoons.

«Appointed Tyler Wue-
bker to Fort Recovery
Park Board. His term runs
through 2028.

«Designated First Finan-
cial Bank as a depository
for village funds. The reso-
lution approved every five
years by the village.

«Heard village fiscal
officer Roberta Staugler
will be attending the Ohio
Auditor of State’s annual
conference for local gov-
ernment officials in
Columbus from March 26
to March 28.

SERVICES

Today

Bickel, Wayne: 10 am,
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Wissler, Mark: || a.m.,, Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 2204 S.
Macedonia Ave., Muncie.

Friday
Jeffers, Beverly: |
Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

p.m.,

Saturday
Link, Wilma: 10:30 am,
Mary Help of Christians

Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Baumgartner, Judith: 2
p.m., Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

school, including the Fort Recov-
ery FFA banquet at 6 p.m. March
26 and prom April 26.

OK’d FFA Wildlife Judging
Team to attend the State Wildlife
Judging Competition at Hocking
Technical Community College on
April 5 and 6 in Nelsonville, Ohio.

«Approved the following: open
enrollment policy for Fort Recov-
ery Local Schools for all Ohio;
policy adjustments as recom-
mended by Stahl on a first read-
ing specifically related to House
Bill 33 and language about trans-
portation; and hiring Christy
Kaiser as a classified substitute
and Ethan Schoen as a volunteer
junior varsity baseball coach.

«Authorized the following: pur-
chase of competitive retail elec-
tric service from the lowest bid
submitted to Southwestern Edu-
cational Purchasing Council for
the billing period from December
2024 through December 2027; and
Stahl to enter into a memoran-
dum of understanding with the
Mercer County Head Start.

ordinance — it covers RVs, motor
vehicle carriers,
campers, boats, boat trailers, recre-
ational equipment trails and trail-
ers — passed unanimously on first
reading. (It will need to be approved
on second reading at the next coun-
cil meeting before taking effect.) It
details the following:

*RVs, as defined above, may not be
parked in front of a house unless
they are in a garage, carport or
driveway

*When parked in a street or alley,
RVs may not impede or obstruct
traffic or the line of sight for a reg-
ular vehicle.

motor homes,

See Increase page 5

Musty Basement?
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Citizenship counts

East Elementary recently awarded students for
demonstrating citizenship. Pictured above are first graders (front row)
Ella Bowlan and Kieara Lambert and (back row) Isla Cook, Phynox
Storie and Daliz Garcia Morales. Not pictured is Victoria Glentzer.

Bride-to-be unsure

Quartet performs Thursday

Instant Classic, a barber-
shop quartet, performs
Thursday at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place in
Portland.

The quartet, comprised
of David Zimmerman
(tenor), Theo Hicks (lead),
Kohl Kitzmiller (baritone),
and Kyle Kitzmiller (bass),
performs a variety of
music from different
decades and styles, includ-
ing vocal jazz, musical the-
atre, pop and R&B.

The show is the last per-
formance in the Eric R.
Rogers Performing Arts
Series. Refreshments will
be served starting at 6 p.m.
Thursday, with the per-
formance to follow at 7 p.m.
Thursday.

Tickets for the show are
$12 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents and are available at
myartsplace.org, by calling
(260) 726-4809 or by visiting
Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut
St., Portland.

HSE diploma

John Jay Center for
Learning is looking for
more students to join its
Fast Track High School
Equivalency program.

Classes are available for
those looking to earn their

Taking
Note

HSE diploma, also known
as a General Education
Diploma, and can be com-
pleted in three months or
less. Students may be eligi-
ble for scholarships.

John Jay Center for
Learning currently serves
students from Jay, Adams,
Blackford, Wells, Randolph
and other counties. There’s
also a program at Jay Coun-
ty Jail. The organization is
looking for more stu-
dents — Indiana requires
each group hosting the pro-
gram to meet an attendance
total of 80 students served
per calendar year.

To learn more, call (260)
729-5525.

Events scheduled

Ball State University’s
Women’s Week 2024 cele-
bration March 25 through
29 will include a keynote
address by Loretta Ross.

The feminist, activist and
scholar will speak at 7:30

p.mm. March 26 at BSU’s
Pruis Hall. She has been an
advocate for reproductive
justice, human rights and
social justice and is a co-
founder of SisterSong
Women of Color Reproduc-
tive Justice Collective.

“We are thrilled to have
Loretta Ross as our keynote
speaker for Women’s
Week," said Sharon Jones,
chair of Ball State’s Depart-
ment of Women’s, Gender,
and African American
Studies. “Her tireless work
and dedication to the
women’s movement inspire
us all, and we can’t wait to
hear her insights and per-
spectives on the issues that
matter most to women
today.”

The Ross address is free
and open to the public.

Scholarships available

It’s not too late to apply
for a scholarship through
the Win on the Wabash
Super Raffle.

Twenty five local seniors
will be awarded with $500
scholarships. Applications
may be submitted online at
wowraffle.com/scholar
ships/.

The deadline to apply is
March 31.

how to handle party

DEAR ABBY: I recently
started planning my wedding.
Half the friends I want as
bridesmaids are very conser-
vative. They think sex is
sacred and should be talked
about only discreetly, not joked
about, mentioned on TV, etc. I
used to hold similar views, but
I no longer do. Neither do the
other half of the girls I want as
bridesmaids.

My dream bachelorette party
is the kind you see in movies, a
group of girls going out on the
town getting tipsy — maybe
being a little stupid — nothing
dangerous, with sexy
games/favors and casually
swapping sex tips and double

entendres. That may not be
possible with my straight-
laced friends, whom I really
like and would like to include.
I pick up on others’ feelings
easily, so I can’t ignore when
someone around me is unhap-
py.

I want all my girlfriends to
enjoy the party, but two or
three of them won’t appreciate

the humor of drinking from a
phallus-shaped straw. Should I
split the guest list and have one
prudish party and one sexy
one? — GOOD/BAD GIRL IN
THE EAST

DEAR GIRL: That’s an
excellent idea! And we all
know which one you are
going to enjoy.

DEAR ABBY: I just found out
my husband has been texting
with his high school sweet-
heart for the last three years.
He contacted her and shares all
day-to-day activities, like our
vacations, new dog, etc. She
lives 2,500 miles away. She’s
divorced, retired like us and

has children and grandchil-
dren. I snooped and read his
email. I can tell by her respons-
es that she is being polite.

I don’t understand why he
contacted her after so many
years and why he shares every-
thing with her, as we have a
close relationship and share
everything. He did mention a
year ago that he was in touch
with her.

I didn’t think much about it
then, but now that I know how
long this has been going on,
I’'m wondering why. Should I be
concerned about this? — PUZ-
ZLED IN MAINE

DEAR PUZZLED: What is
happening could be inno-

cent, or it could be crossing
a line. You will never know
until you discuss this with
your husband.

You MAY not have to dis-
close that you read the texts
if you say you recalled him
mentioning that they were
in touch “a while back” and
let the conversation evolve
from there.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as

Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or RO. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center
for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHAT-

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Tuesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of each month at Jay
Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages and
is for anyone who wants
to sew. Bring unfinished
projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each
month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday
of the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and rela-
tives who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

ﬁ
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Bravecto
Trifexis

Large and Small Animal Service

1407 W. Votaw St., Portiand

(260) 726-1310
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Historic run was a nice problem

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from March 22,
2006. To be fair, I'll probably
reprint it again in two years, on
the 20th anniversary of the Jay
County Patriots making the Class
3A state finals. Still, it seemed
appropriate with The Graphic
Printing Company now prepar-
ing for covering the boys basket-
ball state finals after expanding
our reach into Delaware County
and picking up the Wapahani
Raiders.

By JACK RONALD

The News and Sun

All of us are in uncharted ter-
ritory now.

That’s true for Jay County
High School, for the boys basket-
ball team, for the students, for the
coaching staff, for the parents,
and for the community at large.

It’s also true for the daily
newspaper.

While individual athletes from
Jay County have won state titles

Back
in the
Saddle

and while basketball teams from
Fort Recovery High School have
won statewide championships in
Ohio, we’'ve never been faced
with the challenge of covering a
high school boys basketball state
championship involving a Jay
County team.

It’s areal nice problem to have.

Friday night about 11:30 p.m.,
working with an early deadline
for the Saturday morning paper,
I asked sports editor Ray Cooney
what he had planned for the
week ahead if the Patriots won.
He’d already pulled out all the
stops, and we wanted to keep the

coverage at the same level of
intensity.

Again, it’s a real nice problem
to have.

Last Saturday found the staff
stretched pretty thin. Managing
editor Mike Snyder went to Indy
to cover Hannah Williams in the
state gymnastics competition,
while Ray went to Lafayette to
cover the basketball team. Mean-
while, I was working Expo
because of the Kick-off of two
new publications we have on deck
for later this year, Xtreme Xpress
and Go.

Saturday afternoon, listening
to the radio broadcast from
WPGW, I was seized with a bit of
media envy. I knew our coverage
would be great and the photos
would be priceless, but Monday
afternoon’s press time looked like
it was a long way away.

I needn’t have worried.

On Sunday morning, while I
was still lingering over my coffee,

Carl Ronald called from the office.
He was obviously more awake
than I was, and ideas were tum-
bling out about how we could do
something special for the team
and have it available for Expo.

It took me a second or two to
click into gear, though I’d already
written a Monday editorial and e-
mailed it from my home comput-
er to the office. But I had to admit
Carl’s idea made sense.

Within an hour, he and Ray and
I were in our commercial print-
ing department, debating design
options for a one-page, full-color
“extra” of The Commercial
Review to be handed out free at
Expo. It featured a team picture,
and if you have a copy, hang onto
it. We only produced a limited
edition of one thousand.

With that on track, Ray and I
met for about an hour, kicking
around strategies for this week’s
coverage. Ray and Mike got
together that afternoon for a sim-

ilar conversation, while I
returned to my duties at Expo.

By Monday morning, plans had
pretty much coalesced. A series
of stories and story ideas had
been sketched out, and assign-
ments had been divvied up.

For Saturday, plans call for four
of us to be involved in coverage
of the big event at Conseco. Ray
and I will be at the press table.
Mike will be at one end of the
court with a camera. Our friend
Clint Anderson, editor of The
Berne Tri-Weekly, will be helping
us out with a camera at the other
end.

Ray, of course, will write the
game story and probably a col-
umn. I'll focus on a color story,
trying to capture the moment,
both on and off the court.

Right now, that’s the plan. But
we are, after all, in uncharted ter-
ritory.

It is, indeed, a real nice prob-
lem to have.

Grade inflation
makes things worse

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Recent test results con-
firm a dispiriting reality:
America’s students contin-
ue to lag far behind their
peers around the world,
and millions are running
out of time to catch up. Yet
many families remain
unaware of the true
deficits their children face
— in no small part because
teachers are often giving
students higher grades
than they actually deserve.

The grading systems
used in K-12 schools vary
widely, which makes it dif-
ficult to measure the prob-
lem precisely. But there’s
evidence that the padding
of classroom grades has
become routine. Over the
past decade, average
scores on the ACT college-
entrance exam declined in
English, math, social stud-
ies and science, yet test
takers’ self-reported
grade-point averages in all
four subjects went up. In
2010, 43% of test takers
reported earning As in
math, while 41% received
B’s; by 2022, 54% received
A's and only 35% got B’s.
The number with C’s fell
t0 10% from 15%.

The pandemic made
things worse. An analysis
of middle and high school-
ers in Washington state
found that average GPAs
in math rose from 2.36 in
2019 to 2.70 in 2021 — more
than triple the rate of
improvement over the pre-
vious eight years — even
as standardized-test scores
dropped. In North Caroli-
na, 54% of middle school-
ers received A’s or B’s in
math before the pandemic,
equal to the number who
met proficiency bench-
marks on state exams. In
2022, 51% earned A's or B’s,
but the proficiency rate
fell to just 43%.

Several pedagogical
trends are contributing to
grade inflation. In recent
decades, calls to promote
“equity” and boost disad-
vantaged students have
spurred districts to adopt
more generous grading
policies. This includes
recalibrating traditional
100-point grading scales,
discontinuing the use of
letter grades, increasing
opportunities to retake
exams, and judging stu-
dents on their “mastery”
of material rather than on
things like homework and
class participation.
Schools became even more
lenient during the pan-
demic, waiving penalties
for poor attendance and
scrapping rules to hold

Guest
Editorial

back unready students.
Defenders of such meas-
ures claim that awarding
higher grades can boost
kids’ self-confidence at a
time of heightened social
and emotional challenges.

Educators need to be
sensitive to those con-
cerns, but compromising
academic standards will
only do more damage.
Areas that have eased
grading policies have suf-
fered higher rates of
absenteeism and worse
performance on standard-
ized assessments, with
low-achieving students
seeing the biggest
declines. The practice also
leaves parents in the dark
about how far behind their
kids are — which in turn
weakens pressure on
schools to prioritize aca-
demic recovery. One recent
survey found that nearly
90% of parents think their
children are on grade level
in reading and math, even
as national assessments
show that fewer than half
are.

Policymakers  should
insist schools address the
pervasiveness of grade
inflation and take steps to
reverse it. Districts should
be required to lower
grades for students who
are chronically absent.
Report cards should pro-
vide more transparency
about the calculations
underpinning students’
marks and where they
stand relative to their
classmates. Teachers
should be encouraged to
maintain rigorous grading
standards and rewarded if
their students subsequent-
ly demonstrate improve-
ments on standardized
assessments. Schools
should make public aggre-
gate grade-point averages
by age and subject area,
alongside standardized-
test results, allowing fami-
lies and district leaders to
evaluate the extent to
which  grades aren’t
matching achievement.

Above all, educators and
parents alike need a
renewed commitment to
be honest with students
about the academic
deficits they face and the
work required to address
them. Handing out good
grades for subpar work
isn’t helping anyone.
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By ZACH STOCK
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Crime is a perennial issue already
prominent in this election year’s con-
versation. So, before memory fades
and the pitched political battles of
2024 derail our attention, let’s reflect
on the last few months of criminal
justice policy at the Statehouse.

We all want safe neighborhoods.
We also crave vindication and are
enamored by crime fighters in fiction
and real life. It’s part of our nature.
After all, Law and Order has staying
power for a reason. Not coincidental-
ly, the General Assembly proposes
new crimes and enhanced penalties
every year. This year was no excep-
tion.

One proposal would have made it a
misdemeanor to engage in “reckless
spinning” (think of doing donuts in
the parking lot), and another would
have criminalized the sale of “food
containing high fructose corn syrup.”
Neither bill made it to the finish line.

Others did. A new law makes it a
felony to damage a sprinkler sys-
tem in a penal facility Another
increases the penalty for falsely
reporting a crime if it results in bod-
ily injury or death, and a third will
make it a felony to smuggle a “chemi-
cal intoxicant” into a jail.

“Sounds good,” you might say.
Damaging public property, disrupt-
ing jail operations, and siccing SWAT
on people you dislike are antisocial
behaviors we cannot accept. More-
over, protecting life, liberty, and prop-
erty is arguably the first function of
government.

But the Indiana Code already crim-
inalizes all this bad behavior (except
dealing in Twinkies). These actions
are criminal recklessness, criminal
mischief, or illegal trafficking.
Adding more statutes or jail time is
unlikely to deter any of it. On the con-
trary, overcriminalization will lead
only to charge stacking, coerced plea
agreements, and, ultimately, the
uneconomical and counterproductive
practice of mass incarceration.

Admittedly, we  occasionally

Niki
Kelly

encounter novel behavior that exist-
ing criminal law cannot
capture. House Enrolled Act 1047,
authored by Rep. Sharon Negele, is a
cutting-edge piece of legislation that
addresses a genuinely new develop-
ment: artificial intelligence.

While some fret about the science
fiction fantasy of self-aware Termina-
tor-style robots, our experience with
Al has spawned a real-life horror.
Using Al pornographers have begun
inserting unwitting “participants”
into their work. And internet trolls
using “undressing apps” are trans-
forming PG social media posts into R-
rated images.

HEA 1047 will criminalize this con-
duct. Importantly, it will criminalize
the action while minimizing damage
to free speech. Hopefully, the bill will
have the desired effect.

Still, thicker law books are general-
ly not the way to curb criminal activ-
ity. There is almost nothing new
under the sun regarding crime. We’ve
had millennia of murder, arson, bat-
tery, theft, rape, and the like. Criminal
law is steeped in this history but also
adaptable enough to deal with uncer-
tainty.

The law codifies and defines offens-
es but uses words of general applica-
bility to fit various circumstances.
Moreover, the law criminalizes con-
spiracy, imposes accomplice liability,
and treats an attempt to commit a
crime like the crime itself. All these
tools allow courts, juries, and good
prosecutors to fill any gaps in the
criminal code that might arise. In
other words, a lack of crimes to pros-
ecute is not the problem.

Instead, we must address the root
causes of crime, including unmet
mental health needs and substance

abuse. The General Assembly took
steps toward improving the mental
health of Hoosiers in 2023, and the
2024 session continued that effort.

House Enrolled Act 1238, authored
by Rep. Wendy McNamara,
and House Enrolled Act 1418, pro-
posed by Rep. Lori Goss-Reaves, build
on past progress.

HEA 1238 concerns mentally
incompetent criminal defendants.
These individuals cannot compre-
hend or participate in the proceed-
ings against them and, therefore, can-
not constitutionally stand trial.
Instead, they must be assessed and
provided services to restore their
competency. HEA 1238 will improve
the restoration process for low-level
offenders by speeding up the evalua-
tion process and providing an off-
ramp for those suffering from certain
conditions that are unlikely to
improve.

Similarly, HEA 1418 will provide
pregnant women charged with a drug
crime a chance to access treatment
without jail. The bill allows a judge,
in consultation with the prosecutor,
to refer women to a diversion pro-
gram that provides services rather
than a prosecution that provides jail
time.

As with most sessions in recent
memory, the 2024 session included
bills to enact harsher penalties and
new crimes. This urge is understand-
able but undesirable. Innovative leg-
islation like HEA 1047, HEA 1238, and
HEA 1418 reflect a better approach.
So, when campaign commercials and
flyers start to fill the airwaves and
mailboxes with promises to be tough
on crime, let’s remember there is
another way. We can enhance public
safety while fostering a more just and
economical criminal justice sys-
tem.

Stock is an appellate public defender
and serves as legislative counsel for
the Indiana Public Defender Council.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Continued from page 1

*RVs may not be parked “on
residential premises” for more
than 24 hours during loading
and unloading

*RVs may not be used for liv-
ing, sleeping or housekeeping
when parked or stored at any
location not approved for that
use. (The city’s board of works
may approve temporary use in
extreme circumstances, such as
a fire or natural disaster.)

Violations of the ordinance
call for a fine of between $100
and $1,000.

Council also approved $149,999
for Portland Police Department
to purchase new vehicles follow-
ing a request from Police Chief
Dustin Mock, who visited coun-
cil after members expressed con-
cern last month about a depart-
ment fundraising letter that was
distributed seeking to raise
$350,000 for an “urgent request
for assistance” for new police
vehicles and equipment. (It was a
5-1 vote, with Aker dissenting.)

Mock explained his goal is to
have one vehicle per officer and
to eliminate two of the current
vehicles that are older and ready
to be removed from service. That
led to a discussion about take-
home vehicles, with council
members noting that there is no
official policy on that topic

Council members went back
and forth amongst each other
and Mock discussing various
options, including buying new or
used and whether all five cars
are needed immediately.

After Schemenaur pointed out
that any expenditure over
$150,000 requires a formal bid-
ding process — a request for bids
must be advertised and then
sealed bids opened — May
motioned to approve $149,999 for
police vehicles. It passed unani-
mously. (The purchase of the
vehicles will require approval
from Portland Board of Works.)

Portland Mayor Jeff Westlake
brought back his proposed
changes to the city’s trash collec-
tion ordinance to council. (They
had originally been presented in
January.) He asked that spring
and fall clean-up days be rein-
stated — council previously
expressed support to do so—and
that residents be allowed to put
out up to three bags of trash, lim-
ited to 40 pounds or less, in addi-

Council approved $149,999 in funding to
purchase new police vehicles on a 5-1 vote;
took no action on proposed trash pick-up change
or proposal to update the city’s zoning ordinance

tion to what can fit their Toter,
for no more than two consecutive
weeks. (By the current ordi-
nance, trash must be placed in
Toters, but Westlake has
instructed street department
staff to pick up additional trash.)

Several council members
expressed opposition to the pro-
posed changes, with additional
comments from the public also
in opposition.

“I just want the trash to be
picked up,” Westlake responded.

The issue eventually died for
lack of a motion, at which point
the question was raised as to
whether trash left outside of Tot-
ers would continue to be picked
up. Westlake said it would.

Hilfiker challenged the mayor,
telling him he cannot tell city
employees to break the city’s
ordinance. Westlake expressed
frustration, saying again that he
just wants trash to be picked up
and the city to look nice.
McClung advised that the city
ordinance should be enforced
and citations written for resi-
dents who are not following it.

Council members also heard a
presentation about a proposal to
update the city’s zoning and sub-
division ordinances. Consultant
Ed Curtin of CWC Latitudes
explained that the city’s redevel-
opment commission had identi-
fied some areas of concern dur-
ing the process of developing
Portland's Downtown Economic
Development Plan. Among those
are required lot sizes — a quar-
ter acre — for new construction
in the downtown area. (Most lots
in the city do not conform to that
standard.)

Cynthia Bowen of Rundell
Ernstberger Associates
explained the process her firm

Capsule Reports

would lead, including a complete
zoning audit, a presentation of
that information to the public
and steering committee for feed-
back and drafting the ordinance
updates and seeking additional
public input. It would take about
a year and come at a cost of
$141,000. (The redevelopment
commission has expressed a
willingness to pay for the
process.)

Golden asked Jay/Portland
Building and Planning director
John Hemmelgarn for his opin-
ion on the issue, with Hemmel-
garn saying he and assistant
director Pati McLaughlin have
been going through the zoning
ordinance and identifying poten-
tial updates. He added that the
department would welcome
input from the redevelopment
commission.

Westlake said he’d like to see
the building and planning
department  continue the
process. Council took no action
on the proposal from Rundell
Ernstberger Associates.

Also Monday, May expressed
concern about individuals living
in the country illegally, saying
Portland has a problem and rais-
ing safety as an issue. He asked
if the city could deny water or
other utility services to anyone
who cannot provide proper docu-
mentation.

McClung responded that
immigration is a federal issue
and that council cannot direct a
publicly owned utility to deny
service. Schemenaur concurred
that local governments can’t
“discriminate against someone
based on whether they’re legal
or illegal status” and that it is
under the control of the federal
government.

May asked about denying tax
abatements for companies that
employ individuals living in the
country illegally. Schemenaur
responded that tax abatements
are given at the discretion of
council.

Several of those in attendance
at the meeting expressed con-
cerns similar to those raised by
May.

Portland police in attendance
confirmed that when someone is
cited or arrested and found to
not have proper documentation,
the information is forwarded to
federal authorities to be
addressed.

In other business, council:

+Advised Jay County Fair
Board president Aaron Loy that
the council could not override a
Portland Board of Works deci-
sion to not grant a bill adjust-
ment for water leaks last year at
Jay County Fairgrounds. Loy
visited the council meeting with
the request after the board of
works denied it earlier this
month.

«Sent a tax abatement request
from FCC (Indiana) to the city’s
tax abatement advisory commit-
tee. It is asking for three-year
abatements on new investments
of $1.6 million in personal prop-
erty and $499,000 in real proper-
ty. The investments are projected
to create 10-plus new jobs.

«Asked Mock to bring a
request for a change to the police
department’s clothing allowance
policy back to the table when the
2025 budget is being discussed
later this year. The police chief
asked for a change in the way the
funds are distributed, which
would require a change in the
city’s salary ordinance.

*Approved the following: addi-

tional appropriations totaling
$929,050 to cover costs of a
change order from Indiana
Department of Transportation
that led to an additional $446,500
in pavement costs as well as the
demolitions of the Bailey Build-
ing on Main Street and the for-
mer Hunt’s Building on Meridi-
an Street; the closure of Main
Street between Meridian Street
just west of Ship Street for the
Arch Bridge Kroozers car show
from noon to 7 p.m. May 18.

*Approved, on first reading,
converting the intersection of
Ship and Main streets and the
intersection of Middle and
North streets to four-way stops.
(A motion to suspend the rules
on second reading was not unan-
imous. The changes will need to
be approved on second reading at
the next council meeting before
going into effect.) Both are cur-
rently two-way stops with
through traffic on Main and Mid-
dle streets, respectively:

*Heard May asked about the
procedure for addressing blight-
ed homes. Schemenaur advised
him that the first step is for the
homes to be inspected by
Jay/Portland Building and Plan-
ning Department.

*Heard briefly from non-profit
organization Cat Tales about its
mission after May made a $100
donation because he was absent
from the previous council meet-
ing. May advocated for potential
future financial support for the
organization, which takes in
stray cats and other animals.

Also, Westlake agreed to
donate half of the cost — $3,450
— for a fireworks display for the
Portland Rockets’ celebration of
opening day for their 65th sea-
son.

Pedestrian hit

A Portland man drove
over a pedestrian laying
in his driveway on
Franklin Street about 3:49
a.m. Monday.

Bryan Jellison, 34, told
police he started to pull

drove over something or
had a flat tire, according
to a report from Portland
police. Jellison backed up
and got out of his truck
and noticed a man — 26-
year-old Bret A. Trissel of
Portland — laying in his

personnel suspected an
opioid overdose — and
had been laying in front
of the vehicle before Jelli-
son began to drive it. He
sustained a lower arm
injury, according to the
report, and was flown to

WELDING
& STEEL

Fort Recovery, Ohio

his 2006 Chevrolet Silvera-
do forward outside his
home at 1224 N. Franklin
St. when he thought he

driveway.

Trissel appeared to be
suffering from a medical
condition — emergency

Lutheran Hospital in Fort
Wayne.

Damage is estimated at
less than $1,000.

Extends ...

Continued from page 1

When Bombholt’s contract came up, Vor-
mohr said she had hesitation because of
phone calls she received regarding the
position. She relayed the same concerns
she had shared earlier, again saying she
was sharing the concerns of her con-
stituents and not her own opinions. Both
Donna Geesaman and Ron Laux said they
received calls as well.

“There’s always two or three people who
don’t like a basketball coach,” said board
member Phil Ford, a former athletics
director and principal, before making the
motion to extend Bomholt’s contract.

When the topic of potential changes in
administration came up again, board
member Vickie Reitz argued that the same
logic should be applied to all coaching
positions, including those that had been
approved just minutes earlier, rather than
just one.

On the issue, Gulley said he could not
comment on personnel matters and that
no administrative changes were on the
agenda.

Vormohr motioned to table Bomholt’s
contract extension, with Geesaman sec-
onding, but that proposal was voted down
4-2. Vormohr and Geesaman were in favor
of tabling while Chip Phillips, Jason
Phillips, Ford and Reitz voted against.
(President Ron Laux did not vote.)

The motion to approve the extension
then passed 6-1, with Chip Phillips dissent-
ing.
Contract extensions for all three coach-
ing positions were approved at the March
school board meeting last year, with the
basketball positions also being addressed
at the March meeting in 2021 and 2022 as
well.

Also Monday, the board gave business
manager Shannon Current permission to
advertise for bids for the school corpora-
tion’s food service management contract.
By Indiana Department of Education
rules, such contracts must be re-bid after
four contracted years.

Chartwells has handled food service for
Jay Schools since the 2019-20 school year.

Requests for proposals for food service
management will be accepted until 10 a.m.

Corporation
accepting bids
Jor food service

management

April 29. Current plans to make a recom-
mendation to the board at its May 20 meet-
ing.
In other business, the board:

*Honored JCHS graduate Sophia Fugiett
during the Patriot Pride moment. She has
won university, state and national awards
through the Society of Health and Physi-
cal Educators (SHAPE). Fugiett has been
filling in teaching physical education at
Redkey Elementary School. The school
has also implemented a kindness initiative
that has included gifts for nursing home
residents and area first responders, letters
to the elderly and random acts of kind-
ness.

*Approved the following: several hir-
ings, including Fugiett as physical educa-
tion instructor and technology instruc-
tional assistant for West Jay and Redkey
elementary schools from March 19
through the end of the school year; leaves
of absence for employees Heather Keller,
Angelana Carter, Kim Hyatt and Hannah
Tollett; field trips for high school Spanish
students to Hispanic Flamenco Ballet on
March 20 in Kettering, Ohio, and JROTC
senior students April 18 through 22 to Get-
tysburg, Pennsylvania, and Washington,
D.C.; and approved the payment of regular
claims and receipts.

«Accepted the retirement of preschool
teacher Terri Mast, effective at the end of
the school year, and the resignations of
instructional assistant Terri Mast and
speech/language pathologist Hannah Tol-
lett.

«Accepted a $3,100 Friends of the NRA
grant for the Jay County JROTC air rifle
team.

3234 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-375-4087 - Fax 419-379-2466

Email: vores@bright.net

Vores Welding & Steel, Inc. is celebrating over 35 years of
specialized needs of industrial and commercial clients along with
our staff who has over 150 years of combined experience. We Will
continue to serve the highest quality standards to fit your needs.
Have a specific question on capabilities?

Call us...We look forward to
doing business with you!

SCOPE OF WORK:

> Fabrication (Steel, Aluminum, Stainless Steel)
Repairs

» OSHA Guarding

» Storage Bins & Hoppers

» Automotive & Commercial Material

» Handling Racks & Containers

> Weldments

>» Short & Long Production Runs

CAPABILITIES:

On-Site Service

Press Brake

Punch Press

Milling

CNC Plasma Cutting Service
Welding-MIG, TIG Spot Shearing
Production & Sub Assembly
Steel Sales

Powder Coating & Galvanizing

YYVYVYYYYYVYY
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N2AH, YOURE ADORABLE,
BUT THATS NOT HOW YOU
PLAY MUSICAL CRARS.

LORD,
I HAVEA

FOR “OU..

QUESTION

2024 Bil Keana, e,
Diat by King Foaures Syrd
www familycircus.com

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

1677 Prnruas Werkhwede L, el by A oliesl

WHY AM T SLEEPING
IN A CARDBOARD BOX7?
WHY 0O T ALWAYS HAVE
TO SUFFER LIKE THIS? |,

© 2024 UFS.Inc.

TWe & ADAY TO
RELAX AND ENDOY
NKTORE.

Distributed by Andrews McMeal Syndication

By Bil Keane

g’ﬂ—\lev & How T
ENJOY NATURE /

/ GRANDMA

WON'T LET”
ME HAVE A
CELLPHONE

ll- lmL

MY PHONE |5 FAKE [
T FAKE GETTIN &
CALLS; T FAKE 1T
WHEN T GO0GLE
ANSWERS TO STUFE!

720

ANDNoBODY
CALLSYOU
OUT ON YOUR

SLURP IT,
DAWG.

TO CUT UP TRIXIE'S
SPAGHETTI.

: ;&K
|

Between Friends

T KNow ITS HARD To
HAVE EMMA SITUATE
HERSELF oN THE OTHER

élondie

SIDE OF CANRDA ...
o~ _,/ 4
/ L

Y e ——

32024 Sendra Dol Lun

-BuT Her FAamiM 1S
HERE AND HER. OLD
FRIENDS ARE HERE ...
SHE'LL ALWAS FND
HER. WAY
BACK,

G’UST REMEMBER —

sEnarapeimy 5

THERE's No PLACE
LIKE BASE CAMP

HONEY, IT'S REALLY LATE, AND
WE'RE NOT GETTING ANYWHERE
_Wi;gl;EHlS DISAGREEMENT WHILE |3

WHY DON'T WE

IN THE MORNING?

CONTINUE IT

BESIDES, IT'S ALWAYS EASIER
FOR YOU TO SEE I'M RIGHT
WHEN IT'S DAYLIGHT

Snuffy Smith
e e SOMEONE_WANTS WHAT'S YOUR
QE’;%EEESP‘W TO MEET YOU, NAME,
GRANDPOP 1! LITTLE GUY 2

SPARKPLUG'S

o and-snuty £t

comicskingdom com/saney-googs

HE SAYS HE'S YOUR

Word rights rasansad,

BIGGEST FAN !l

2024 by King Fazlues Syndieale, Inc

LT, FUZZ SENT
THESE TO CHEER

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

TO CHEER
ME
DowNZ!

GABBARD FENCE

FARM ¢+ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL « VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence @yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

SCHWARTZ HOME

IMPROVEMENT LLC
All types of construction

v New Homes  Garages
\ Additions  Post Frame Barns
Exterior
Finishing
+ Roofing
‘0 + Siding
o8 - Windows

Leave Message

260-301-1805

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
‘vr‘ Von Schrader Dry
/ N Foam Cleaning
P N For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Green Seal”
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Tender loving care

Fast dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
AAKES3
YAO4
4163
452
WEST EAST
aQJ10972 [
YKQJ YI07632
48 ¢04
&0Q63 SK 109874
SOUTH
a04
vis
+AKQINTS2
AAT
The bidding:
East South  West  North
Pass 14 i Dble
4 & 44 Pass Se

Opening lead — queen of spades.
One of the purposes of a pre-
emptive bid is to crowd the bidding
in the hope that the opponents will
then stumble into the wrong con-
tract. Thus, in today's deal, after his
partner passes and South opens the
bidding, West has good reason to
think that the opponents may be
able to make a vulnerable game, so
he bids three spades rather than
one. Even if he gets doubled, West
has six probable tricks. and il
North-South can make a game or a

slam, the penalty incurred will be
worthwhile.

In the actual case, North does
double, and Fast runs to four clubs,
South then winds up in five dia-
monds but note that his side might
well have reached three notrump
(making five) had there been less
(or no) interference.

As it happens, live diamonds is a
sound contract that cannot be
defeated if declarer plays correctly.
Nevertheless, the fact is that it
would be very easy to play the hand
incorrectly.

West leads the spade queen, and
South’s mettle is tested at once. The
proper move is 1o play low from
dummy and let Wesl win the trick!
When West continues with the jack,
declarer ducks again and then
ducks a third time when West
returns the ten, this time rufling in
his hand. South then has no trouble
collecting the rest of the tricks.

If declarer makes the mistake of
playing the ace or king from
dummy on any of the first three
spade leads. he goes down one.
However, he should realize [rom
the bidding that West has six spades
and East none, so he should let
West win the first two tricks in
order to preserve the 11 tricks he
started with,

Tomorrow: A psychological ploy.
22024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

3-20

CRYPTOQUIP

L'C JLNA SE TAPEWA U QNLIJJAC

CVLXAV
XAGLPJAQ, IFS

U WUBFUIJ.
Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:
JAPANESE MONSTER THAT HAS

EK QSLPN-QGLKS

L PUB'S KLBC

JUMBO-SIZED
BEEN

INHABITING THE COLLEGE'S CAMPUS SQUARE:

QUADZILLA.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: P equals C

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 25 Swiss 41 Drops on 10 Sheeran
1 Docs' peaks grass and
org. 26 Secluded Harris
4 Prof's valley DOWN 12 Twangy
helpers 27 Pirate’s 1Disney 14 Paris
7 Utah city chart mermaid airport
8 Pub 28 Bitter 2 Butte’s kin 15 Thither
orders 30 Freudian 3 Revised 19ICU
10 Bee- topic 4 Church workers
thoven's 33 007 donation 20 Black
“Far—"* portrayer 5 Poker gold
11 Reach in 13- payments 21 Allege
13 2002 Across 6 Rating 22 Seem
James 36 Rum unit 23 German
Bond flm  cocktail 7 Lena mister
16 NBC 37 Hunk of of “The 24 Nudged,
weekend cheese Reader” ina
show 38 Perch 8 Barbecue  way
17 Loses 39 Cupid's site 25 Pump
moaisture alias 9 Protective  up the
18 Equal 40 Three, in house volume
(Pret.) Rome exterior 26 Ledger
18 daya, In Solution time: 23 mins. Shtly
Realtor 28 Thes-
lingo pian
20 — incline 29 Stop
(tilted) 30 Fund
21 Hallow- 31 Jokes
een 32 Low
bagful digit
23 Katherine 34 Mob
of “27 scene
Dresses” 35 Withered

Yesterday’s answer 3-20

2 |3

4 |5 |6

40

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

\ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in
The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travell As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information Kkit.
Call 855-965-4916

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors  Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r

CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929

CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496

DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award -
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933

DIRECTV Sports Pack -
3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-885-
8931

DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302

GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
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STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE
HEARING AIDS!! High- 833-498-2009 and men- GOODHEW’S ALL SEA- PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION PORTLAND POLICE ALUMINUM SHEETS
quality  rechargeable, tion code 75039YXB or SON Construction- Spe- Auction to be held at Located: Bubp Exhibi- DEPARTMENT is now 23"x30”,.007 thick.
powerful Audien hearing visit www.oma- cializing in standing 8341 N 400 E tion Hall, Jay County accepting applications Clean and shiny on one

aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny

hasteaks.com/Tastelt224
0

seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count

(Bearcreek Farms)
Bryant, Indiana

Fairgrounds,806 E
Votaw St., Portland, IN

for one full-time Police
Officer now until March

side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

and NEARLY INVISI- On US. A company you Monday MARCH 25, Saturday Morning 22nd. Starting salary of The Commercial
BLE! 45-day money back 00 CLASSIFIEDS can trust. Member of the 2024 March 23rd, 2024 $52,387. Will also be Review, 309 W Main,
guarantee! 877-581- BBB. New Installation AT 6:00 P.M. 9:30 A.M. accepting applications  Portland 260-726-8141.
1734 CLASSIFIED ADS and repairs. Call Rodney ~ REAL ESTATE — 1675 OLD & COLLECTORS for reserve officers. Lat-
HIGH-SPEED _INTER- 260-726-8141 Thornbury, owner 765- W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT, ITEMS eral transfer with sign on 190 FARMERS COL-
NET. We instantl ~ ADVERTISING RATES = 509-0191 IN. Gulf Tire Repair cabinet; bonus of $5,000 paid UMN

; y com 20 Word Minimum PARCEL #1: John Deere pedal trac-  over a 3-year term for
pare speed, pricing, - . : P y .

Effective 07/01/2018: 90 SALE CALENDAR AG RENTAL Spreaders:

availability to find the

Minimum charge....

Approximately 4 acres of
bare ground with

tor; Wapak cast iron 3
legged pot; CAST IRON

ILEA tier one graduates.
Benefits: Paid vacation,

BBI, Artsway Vertical.

gg:tdstservg?artmg yo:; - %1240 PUBLIC AUCTION frontage on State Road SKILLETS: National, ~ holidays, sick and per- New Holland 228 skid
$39.99/month!  Quickly 1 insertion......... 62¢/ SATURDAY MARCH 18. Possession at time Wagner, Favorite, sonal days. Health and loaders  w/full  cab,
compare offers from top _ word 23rd, 2024 of closing. Victor, Marion and dental benefits offered, heat/ac. Fort Recovery

X 2 insertions....... 81¢/ TIME 10:00 A.M. Parcel #2: Lodge to name a few. Specia|ty pay, 13 Holi- 419-852-0309
prOVIderS. Call 1-844- word LOCATED: A . . A . )
961-0666 ) ) : pproximately 80 acres  Lightning rods with balls; days, $1,000 annual

3 insertions....... 96¢/ 7136 N 650 E. BRYANT, with approx|ma‘te|y 65 wood C|oth|ng a”otment’ and 200 FOR RENT

LIVE PAIN FREE with word IN. acres of slightly rolling pulleys; bags; McCoy 1977 police and fire -
CBD products from 6 insertions.... $1.14/ OPEN HOUSE: tillable ground, 9 12 planters; Coke items;  retirement fund. Must be LEASE SPACE avail-
AceWellness. We guar- word Sunday, March 10TH acres of wooded and Coke case;wood boxes 21 years of age and no 2able, Coldwater, OH.
antee highest quality, 12 insertions. $1.52/ from 1-3 pm, or for pri- 4.94 acres of ditch. to include Wagner, older than 40 years of Manufacturing, ware-
most competitive pricing word vate showing phone  Farm is rented for 2024 Whiskey, age by date of appoint- housing, assembly, dis-
on CBD products. Soft- 26 insertions. $1.77/ auctioneers. crop year. Buyer to Hires, 7up, Rubbers,  ment. Agility tests to be tribution, offices, inside
gels, Oils, Skincare, word REAL ESTATE receive cash rent pay- and others not listed;  announced for non- and outdoor storage.
Vape & more. Coupon Includes 80 Acres in Section 7, ment of $200.00 per ammo boxes; spice jars; members of 1977 police Easy access to major
Code: PRINT20 Call Online.......FREE Wabash Township. To acre. Possession after quilts; linens; Coke and fire retirement fund. highways and railroad

Now 833-226-3105

NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.

be offered in tracts and
combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car
garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached
garage/grainery.
Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with

harvest of 2024 crops.
Parcel #3:
Combination of Parcel
#1 and Parcel #2 con-
taining 84.923 total
acres.

Owner confirmation day
of sale. For more infor-
mation
contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary
Loy Auctioneer 260-726-

trays; diary containers;
maps; feed sacks to
include Haynes Mill,
Celina, Piqua and many
others; pulleys; Griswold
tea kettle; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This auction is a nice
selection of primitives
along with an assort-
ment of old and collec-

Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

220 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE 2 Vacant
Lots 100x48. Parcel
numbers 38-07-21-103-

NEW WINDOWS from  Ppre-Payment required  frontage on SR 67 and 5160. tor’s items. Please note

Window Nat_lon. SpeCIaI for: Rummage sales, CR 650 E. JOHN LEWIS, that this is onIy a partlal 003.000-034 38-07-21-
money saving offer —  pusiness opportunities,  Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi- DECEASED listing of the items to be 103-004.000.034  call
Zerot down, _Z?ro tpa;y- jobs wanted, boats and cally all tillable with Loy Auction sold. 260-726-7409

ments, zero Interest 1or - sporting equipment, frontage on SR 67 and  AC#31600027 Auction- ROGERS FAMILY

TWO years AND buy 2 wanted to rent, motor- CR 650 E. eers Loy Auction V Out 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
windows and get 2 jzed vehicles, real estate Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded Gary Loy AC#31600027 The CR WE PAY GASH for Uk
FREE! Offer is valid for  and mobile homes. with access on CR 650 AU01031608 Auctioneers Classifieds . or jun
select models. Labor not E. Travis Theurer Gary Loy AU01031608 | WWW-thecr.com autos. We pick up at your
included. Other restric- 40 NOTICES TRACTOR — ANTIQUES AU11200131 Travis Theurer location. 1-765-546-2642
tions apply. Call Window - MISC Aaron Loy AU11200131 or 1-765-857-1071.
Nation today! 866-553- PLEASE NOTE: Be sure  Farmall A Tractor with AU11200112 Aaron Loy AU11200112 Slocum’s Salvage

0725

to check your ad the first

cycle bar mower, belly

PORTABLE OXYGEN day it appears. We can-  mower and blade. 5 gal- GET IT IN THE 100 JOBS WANTED
Concentrator May Be not be responsible for  |on milk can. CC saw. CLASSIFIEDS 250 PUBLIC NOTICE
Covered by Medicare! more than one dayS Chicken crate. Old You never know what AMISH CREW LOOK'
Reclaim independence incorrect copy. We try gateS. Wa|k|ng pIOWS. you mlght find in ING FOR any work. No . .
and mobliy with the [2rd not to make mis- Old toys. Tinkeroys | The Commercial | ob is too big or small Public Notice
compact design and ’ =~ and games. ana paint- : e ole arns, roofing, )
lon E)Iastin bagtter of Pen, and we may not ed lamp globe. Review Classifieds. remodeling.  260-849- JAY COUNTY SHERIFE'S OFFICE
g g y K | I : From a new car to a TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ES-
Inogen One. Free infor- Know unless you call to . OWNER: Laux Trust- new home, to a new | 2489- TATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
mation kit! Call 877-930- el us. Call before 12:00  Thomas J. Laux Trustee job DEPENDABLE driver for NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
3271 pm for corrections. The  SHAWVER AUCTION- the Clascitieds | Amish crew. Willina 1o Sheriff's File Number:
Commercial Review, 309 EERING AND REAL deliver! K with ) Fg Date of Sale: 4-18-24
_SERlOUSLY INJURED \w Main, Portland, Indi- ESTATE Go t etrl‘ver' éVOI’ |\_’|V|5 a Ckrev,v'h t?,lL,"_ Sale Location: 3rd floor, Courthouse, Portland, IN 47371
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  gna 260-726-8141. 0 1o thecr.com oor truck with ability Publisher's Name/County: The Commercial Review - Jay
. AC31800004
Let us fight for you! Our Zame Shawver or call to pull trailers. Call Tim County
network has recovered 60 SERVICES Lic. #AU10500168 260-726-8141 at 214-629-5154 ‘ Judgn}gnt to be Satisfied: $47,281.93
0 . ) . By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from
millions for_clients! Call 260-729-2229 the Clerk of Superior Court of Jay County,
today for a FREE consul- AMISH CONSTRUC- Pete D. Shawver Indiana, in Cause No. 38C01-2208-MF-000014
tation! 844-517-6414 TION CREW Building Lic. #AU19700040 250 PUBLIC NOTICE Plaintiff: MCLP Asset Company, Inc.
SWITCH AND save up to new & remodeling. 260-726-5587 Defendant: Dennis M. Betterton, et al.
$250/year on your talk, Garages, Pole Bams,  cneck AuctionZip for Public Not; Reduired me to make the sum as provided for In said Deeree
’ H R H in- w1 Interest and cost, 1 will expose at public sale to e highes
text and data. No con- Hoofing, siding, win more photos. ublic Notice bidder, at the hour of 10:00 AM of said day as listed above, at,

tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.

dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

J. L. CONSTRUCTION

BANNERS

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-06
ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001-02
REGULATING OF SOLID WASTE PROCESSING FACILITIES

fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indi-

ana:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE IN JAY

; ; ; ; AND SOLID WASTE LAND DISPOSAL FACILITIES
Premium  nationwide & ROOFING LLC. Amish | 40** x 13’ IN JAY COUNTY, INDIANA COUNTY IN THE STATE OF INDIANA, TO WIT:
coverage. 100% U.S. crew. Custom  built WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jay County ~ THE NORTH ONE-HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER
based customer service. homes, new garages, | BUY ONE FOR (“Commissioners”) previously adopted Ordinance 2001-02, Regu- OF OUT LOT NUMBER SEVEN (7) IN THE ORIGINAL PLAT
For more information, pole barns, interior/ exte- lating Solid Waste Processing Facilities and Solid Waste Land Dis- OF THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF PORTLAND, INDIANA, EX-

call 1-855-572-5165
TIMESHARE CANCEL-

rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

$695

posal Facilities in Jay County, Indiana, on April 9, 2001; and,
WHEREAS, the Commissioners now desire to amend Section 7

of said Ordinance as follows:

CEPT, ATRACT OFF THE EAST END THEREOF SEVENTY-
ONE FEET SIX INCHES WIDE EAST AND WEST AND
SEVENTY-TWO FEET THREE INCHES IN WIDTH NORTH

LATION Experts - Over roofing,  foundations. | ~e+ ONE FOR NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE JAY AND SOUTH.

$50,000,000 in time- 260-726-5062,  leave COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: SUBJECT TO ALL VISIBLE AND/OR RECORDED ROAD-
share debt and fees can- message. $3 50 Section 7. The fee for such permits sh_all be Fifty Thous'anq ar}d WAYS, EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY, RESTRICTIONS,
celled in 2019. Get free “SEAMSTRESS NAN” No/100ths ($50,000.00) Dollars for operation in the year beginning in RESERVATIONS, CONDITIONS AND COVENANTS.

. . : . 2024. This fee shall be prorated for any permit obtained after May Parcel No. 38-07-20-101-073.000-034

informational  package HOMEMADE  Sewing Graphic Printing, 1 of any year and before the next period when a permit would be Commonly Known as: 417 NORTH SHIP STREET. PORT-

and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free

and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,

309 West Main St.,

necessary. If a permit holder operates a facility at another geo-
graphic location in Jay County which is regulated by this Ordi-

LAND, IN 47371

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale

) Portland. . . .
consultations. Over 450 Zippers, Hemming, nan}(lz(ta’, ﬂ_lﬁ?ape”mt and applicable fee shall be obtained foreach )] he made without relief from valuation or appraisement
ositive reviews. Call Memory T-Shirt, Special suchlacility. o laws. This Notice shall also represent service of Notice of Sale
P y p Open All other provisions not amended shall remain in full force and of the above-described real estate upon the owners, pursuant

877-329-1207

Orders, Wedding & Prom

effect.

to requirements ofIC 32-29-7-3.
Larry R. Newton
Sheriff of Jay County
Attorney's Law Firm
Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-49)
Christopher J. Arlinghaus (31680-15)
Aaron Rodgers (28418-84)

Gowns. 260.766.9334 10a.m. -4 p.m.

Dated this 11th day of March, 2024.
Chad Aker, President
Jay County Commissioners
Attest: Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 3-20.27-2024-HSPAXLP

WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door

Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

FREE PureGround Filet in Attorney

Mignon Burgers! Order The Commercial Review Reisenfeld & Associates LLC

The Protein-Packed Visit Us At: thecr.com ) (513) 3227000

Assortment Package! CALL The Sheriff's Department does not_warrant th_e accuracy of the
ONLY $129.99. Call 1- 726-8141 R 51520272008 L address published herein.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Tax Duplicates for the several taxing units of Jay County, for the year 2023 payable 2024, are now in the hands of the County Treasurer, who is ready to receive the taxes charged thereon.
The following table shows the rate of taxation on each $100.00 worth of taxable real and personal property.
First installment is due on or before and delinquent after May 10, 2024. Second installment is delinquent after November 12, 2024.

2023 pay 2024 Jay Tax TAB Rates 2023 pay 2024
2023 pay 2024 Tax Rates Penn Pennville Dunkirk Bearcreek Bryant Greene Jackson Jefferson Knox Madison Salamonia Noble Pike Richland Redkey Wabash Wayne Portland
Co Cum Capital Dev 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333  0.0333 0.0333 0.0333  0.0333 0.0333
JEMS 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
County General 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 04471 04471 0.4471 04471 04471 04471
County Health 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259  0.0259 0.0259 0.0259  0.0259 0.0259
Cumulative Bridge 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500  0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500
Jay Co Jail Lease Payments 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558  0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558
Reassessment 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047  0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047
County  Total 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168  0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168
Twshp Cum Fire 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0181 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
Twshp Fire Fighting 0.0232 0.0000 0.0000 0.0258 0.0000 0.0196 0.0148 0.0214 0.0149 0.0074 0.0000 0.0094 0.0223  0.0219 0.0000 0.0159 0.0584 0.0000
Twshp General 0.0544 0.0544 0.0145 0.0370 0.0370 0.0104 0.0315 0.0115 0.0142 0.0125 0.0125 0.0139 0.0244  0.0145 0.0145 0.0249 0.0032 0.0032
Twshp Poor 0.0148 0.0148 0.0153 0.0023 0.0023 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0041 0.0041 0.0040 0.0000  0.0153 0.0153 0.0000 0.0220 0.0220
Twshp Recreation 0.0148 0.0148 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
Township Total 0.1072 0.0840 0.0298 0.0651 0.0393 0.0300 0.0463 0.0329 0.0291 0.0421 0.0166 0.0273 0.0467  0.0517 0.0298 0.0408 0.0836 0.0252
Library Debt Service 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
Library General 0.0407 0.0407 0.2179 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714  0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714
Library Total 0.0407 0.0407 0.2179 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714  0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714
School Education 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
School Operation 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796  0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796
School Debt Service 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998  0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998
School Pension Debt 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534  0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534
School  Total 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328  1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328
Corp Aviation/Airport 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0527
Corp Cum Cap Improv 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0973 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500
Corp Cum Capital Dev 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0500
Corp Police Pension 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000
Corp General 0.0000 1.20890 1.5787 0.0000 0.6925 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2136 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 1.6053 0.0000 0.0000 0.9343
Corp Parks & Recreation 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0514 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.1073
Corp Park Bond 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0482
Corp Street (MVH) 0.0000 0.00000 0.1754 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.3596
City Total 0.0000 1.2089 1.7541 0.0000 0.7439 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2136 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 1.7026 0.0000 0.0000 1.6021
Total Tax Rate 1.7975 2.9832 3.6514 1.7861 2.5042 1.7510 1.7673 1.7539 1.7501 1.7631 1.9512 1.7483 17677 17727 3.4534 17618 1.8046 3.3483

State of Indiana, Jay County, SS: I, Emily Franks, Auditor of Jay County, hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of all tax levies for the taxes collectible in the year 2023 pay 2024.
CR/NS 3-20,27,4-3-2024-HSPAXLP



Watch the Pacers

take on

the Detroit Pistons today,

see Sports on tap

Page 8

Sports

www.thecr.com

Five compete at state
for winter swim team

INDIANAPOLIS — Jay
County swimmers com-
peted in 15 events at
IUPUL

A handful outper-
formed their seed line
and the 200-yard freestyle
relay team put out the
best performance.

The Jay County Winter
Swim team competed in
15 different events at the
state swim meet over the
weekend at IUPUI, with
the 10-and-younger girls
200 freestyle relay putting
out the top performance.

The relay team consist-
ing of Carsyn Guggen-
biller, Ellie Wiggins,
Sophie Warvel and
Addisyn Champ came in
seeded 18th, but combined
for a swim of 2 minutes,
9.5 seconds to earn the
highest finish of the
weekend at 12th place.

Cooper Glentzer also

finished within the top 20
in his sole event. As the
only boy representing
Jay County at the meet,
he was seeded 23rd, but
pulled away to take 19th
of 24 swimmers with a
time of 18 minutes, 45.66

seconds, in the 1,650
freestyle.
Sophie Warvel also

swam in one event, fin-
ishing 41st-place by com-
pleting the 50 butterfly in
36.9 seconds.

The 10-and-younger 200
medley relay consisting
of Champ, Warvel,
Guggenbiller and Wig-
gins came together to fin-
ish in 2:31.56 for 20th
place.

Guggenbiller competed
in the most individual
events — she competed in
six — at the meet. Her top
finish came in the 100
butterfly finishing 29th

in 1:26.02, which also beat
her seedline by one spot.

In her other five events,
Guggenbiller placed 31st
in the 100 backstroke
(1:21.12), 36th in the 100
individual medley
(2:55.98), 41st in the 200
freestyle (2:37), 45th in the
50 butterfly (38.22 sec-
onds) and 46th in the 50
backstroke (38.3).

Champ was just behind
Guggenbiller with five
individual events. She
claimed the highest indi-
vidual finish as her 100
freestyle time of 1:07.25
exceeded her No. 19 seed
to place 18th.

In her other events
Champ placed 31st in the
200 individual medley
(2:54.68), 32nd in the 50
backstroke (36.16), 36th in
the 200 freestyle (2:32) and
43rd in the 40 freestyle
(31.6).

After 11 years as the
Jay County athletics
director, Steve Boozier
will retire at the end of
the school year.

Jay School Corpora-
tion superintendent
Jeremy Gulley sent a
press release Tuesday
morning  confirming
that Boozier had given
Jay Schools notice of his
retirement.

Boozier  confirmed
Tuesday afternoon that
he has been approved as
the football coach at Tri-
County North in Ohio,
where he previously
served as football coach

Boozier set to retire

and athletics director,
and is slated to become
the athletics director in
2025-26.

“Steve has been a loyal
and dedicated servant of
Jay Schools for many
years and has provided
exceptional service to
our youth and communi-
ty,” the press release
said. “We wish Steve the
very best in his future
endeavors.”

The release also said
Jay Schools will begin
the process to fill the
vacancy.

Along with serving
as Jay County’s athlet-

ic director, Boozier is a
1985 graduate of Jay
County High School
and served as the foot-
ball coach for three
seasons from 2010
through  2012. He
stepped down from
coaching football after
being hired as the ath-
letic director.

Prior to working for
Jay County, Boozier
served as the athletic
director at Wes-Del
and football coach at
Blackford and North-
field in addition to his
time at Tri-County
North.

For all of your

local sports news,

visit thecr.com

The Commercial Review

/

Photo provided

.

The Jay County Winter Swim Team had five tankers compete at the
state meet at IUPUI over the weekend. Pictured from left to right are Sophie

Warvel,

Carsyn Guggenbiller, Addisyn Champ and Ellie Wendel.
combined to compete in two relay events, while Warvel,

The four
Guggenbiller and

Champ all swam in individual events as well. Cooper Glentzer was the only boy
to make state for Jay County.

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Thursday
Fort Recovery — Softball scrimmage
vs. Newton — 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 p.m. — MLB spring training: Los
Angeles Dodgers at San Diego Padres
(ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball First
Four: Grambling State vs. Montana State
(TruTv)

7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at
Detroit Pistons (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball NIT:
Saint Joseph’s at Seton Hall (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Milwaukee Bucks
at Boston Celtics (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple
Leafs at Washington Capitals (TNT)

9 p.m. — College basketball First
Four: Colorado vs. Boise State (TruTv)

9 p.m. — College basketball NIT: VCU
at Villanova (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at
Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at
Los Angeles Kings (TNT)

Thursday

5 a.m. — NRL Rugby: Brisbane Bron-
cos at Penrith Panthers (FS1)

6 a.m. — MLB spring training: San
Diego Padres at Los Angeles Dodgers
(ESPN)

12:15 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Michigan State vs. Missis-
sippi State (CBS)

12:40 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Duquesne vs. BYU (TruTv)

1 p.m. — MLB spring training: Hous-
ton Astros at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally
Indiana)

1:30 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Akron vs. Creighton (TNT)

2 p.m. — College basketball Round
of 64: Long Beach State vs. Arizona
(TBS)

2:45 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: TBD vs. North Carolina
(CBS)

3:10 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Morehead State vs. lllinois
(TruTv)

4 p.m. — College basketball Round
of 64: Oregon vs. South Carolina (TNT)

4:30 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Nevada vs. Dayton (TBS)
6:50 p.m. — College basketball

Round of 64: TBD vs. Texas (TNT)

7 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: Arizona vs. Auburn (ESPN2)

7:10 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Oakland vs. Kentucky
(CBS)

7:25 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: McNeese State vs. Gonza-
ga (TBS)

7:35 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: South Dakota State vs.
lowa State (TruTv)

8 p.m. — Figure Skating: Pairs Free
Skate (USA)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Utah Jazz at Dal-
las Mavericks (ABC)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: UT Martin vs. Holy Cross (ESPN2)

9:20 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Saint Peter's vs. Ten-
nessee (TNT)

9:40 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: N.C. State vs. Texas Tech
(CBS)

9:55 p.m. — College basketball
Round of 64: Samford vs. Kansas (TBS)
10:05 p.m. — College basketball

Round of 64: Drake vs. Washington
State (TruTv)

10:30 p.m. — NHL: Seattle Kraken at
Vegas Golden Knights (ESPN)

Calling all sports fans

The Commercial Review is looking for part-time

SPORTS STRINGERS

to assist with coverage of local high school athletics.

If you love sports, enjoy attending games and events in-person and
have strong writing skills, this is an excellent opportunity for you.

As a sports stringer you will
Cover games as needed, as they fit into your schedule
Interview and interact with coaches and athletes
Be paid on a per-game, per-story basis

Enjoyment and understanding of sports
Writing clearly and with a purpose
Ability to meet deadlines

Required skills

Email letters of interest to r.cooney@thecr.com

fa
> wﬁ}}»»)%




