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Helen Wright, 80, Portland
Myrtle Doherty, 89, Gene-

va
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  64 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 41.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 30s. Expect part-
ly cloudy skies Friday with a
high in the lower 60s. Rain is
expected beginning late Friday
and continuing through the
weekend. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

A meeting of  the new Jay
County Country Living Advi-
sory Board of  Directors has
been scheduled for 6 p.m. Mon-
day at the facility located at
1194 E. 200 North, Portland.

Friday — New Mexican
restaurant has opened in Port-
land.

Saturday — Results from
the FRHS softball team’s game
against Memorial (St. Marys).

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Library loot
Four-year-old Gracie Sanderson checks out some of the items in the eggs she found Wednesday morning during

an Easter egg hunt at Jay County Public Library in Portland. Children were allowed to find 15 eggs apiece that were scattered
throughout the library and also participated in various Easter-themed crafts.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Portland Police Depart-
ment will be getting some
new vehicles.

During a special meeting
Tuesday, Portland Board of
Works approved the pur-
chase of  three new trucks
for the police department.
It also OK’d having them
equipped as police vehicles,
pending approval of  fund-
ing for that purpose from
Portland City Council.

At its March 18 meeting,
city council approved
$149,999 for the purchase of
new vehicles for the police
department. The approval
came after council mem-
bers had expressed concern
last month about a depart-
ment fundraising letter
that was distributed seek-
ing to raise $350,000 for an
“urgent request for assis-
tance” for new police vehi-
cles and equipment.

Portland Police Chief
Dustin Mock explained at
the council meeting that
the goal is to have one vehi-
cle per officer and to elimi-
nate two of  the current
vehicles that are older and
ready to be removed from
service. (He was requesting
five new vehicles to achieve
that goal.)

Portland police investiga-
tor Jeff  Hopkins presented
the proposal for the pur-
chase of  vehicles at Tues-
day’s meeting. He noted
that the department had
considered buying Chevro-
let Tahoes but that they
came in at $50,685 apiece,
which would have limited
the department to two new
vehicles based on the
amount allocated by city
council. He said Kelley
Chevrolet of  Decatur had
several pursuit-rated
Chevrolet Silverados avail-
able at a cost of  $48,320.

See Vehicles page 2

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Four GOP candidates for gov-
ernor made time to call each
other out while highlighting
signature campaign planks dur-
ing a Tuesday evening debate.

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Brad
Chambers, Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch and Eric Doden traded
jabs in front of  the cameras at
the event, hosted by
FOX59/CBS4. Two other candi-
dates didn’t make the cut.

The debate featured queries
aimed at specific campaigns
sandwiched in between nine
questions for the whole group.
The candidates graded Gov.
Eric Holcomb’s time in office,
pledged to maintain in-vitro
fertilization (IVF) access and
weighed in on marijuana.

It concluded with a round of
light-hearted rapid-fire ques-
tions and closing statements.

Multiple gubernatorial can-
didates knocked Braun — the
only candidate with congres-

sional experience — for nation-
al immigration woes. Braun
has held his post in the U.S.
Senate since 2019; before that
he served in the Indiana House
of  Representatives.

Asked if  they’d send Indiana
soldiers to the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der should a reelected Presi-
dent Donald Trump request it,
all four said they would.

Chambers took the opportu-

nity to assert that the federal
government — including
Braun — had failed Hoosiers.

“On Sen. Braun’s watch, 7
million people have come over
the border illegally,” Chambers

said. “The front door of  our
country is closed (but) the back
door is slapping wide open, and
he has not … led on one bill to
address this.”

Doden also critiqued Braun
for traveling to the border and
shooting a campaign advertise-
ment there.

Braun and Crouch were also
clear they’d also deport
migrants. Crouch, in particu-
lar, vowed to deport them to so-
called sanctuary cities outside
Indiana. She also took credit
for new Hoosier restrictions on
land purchases by “adver-
saries.” The other candidates,
however, hedged, with Cham-
bers saying,” We have to evalu-
ate that as it comes,” and
Doden emphasizing the “rule
of  law.”

Braun said Chamber’s argu-
ment was “naïveté” and said a
Democrat would’ve had to take
the lead on immigration
restrictions for such proposals
to get past the Democrat-led
U.S. Senate.

See Candidates page 2

Gubernatorial candidates go on offense

By MICHAEL MACAGNONE
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court appeared
skeptical of  a lower court
ruling that would restrict
access to medication abor-
tion Tuesday, during oral
arguments in two cases
challenging the Food and
Drug Administration regu-
lation of  the drug mifepris-
tone.

Most of  the justices aired
concerns about the U.S.
Court of  Appeals for the
5th Circuit decision in a
challenge to the FDA’s loos-

ening of  prescribing rules
in 2016 and 2021 by anti-
abortion medical groups
and four physicians.

And some key justices,
including some conserva-
tives on the court, focused
on whether the case should
be in court at all or why the
moral objections of  a hand-
ful of  doctors should lead
to a court ruling that would
limit access in all 50 states.

The justices are set
to decide the case before
the conclusion of  the
Supreme Court term at the
end of  June, in the middle
of  the election season

where abortion access has
emerged as a key campaign
issue.

The challengers, in a law-
suit brought by conserva-
tive legal group Alliance
Defending Freedom, con-
tend the new regulations
would lead to them being
forced to provide abortions
over their conscientious
objections to the practice.

The 5th Circuit over-
turned the FDA decisions
that allowed non-doctors to
prescribe the medication,
reduced the dose, reduced
in-person visitation rules,
reporting requirements

and allowed the drug to be
sent through the mail.

Three justices on the con-
servative majority who
were appointed by Presi-
dent Donald Trump aired
concerns with the scope of
that ruling.

Justice Neil M. Gorsuch
questioned the 5th Circuit’s
use of  a nationwide injunc-
tion against the FDA to
address the objections
raised by the doctors.

Gorsuch said there have
been a “rash” of  sweeping
court orders in recent years
and said this case may be “a
prime example of  turning

what could be a small law-
suit into a nationwide leg-
islative assembly on an
FDA rule or any other fed-
eral government action.”

And Justices Brett M.
Kavanaugh and Amy
Coney Barrett pointed out
that the challengers were
still protected by federal
law that allows them to not
participate in an abortion.

The attorney for the chal-
lengers, Erin M. Hawley,
responded that the doctors
could not rely on a narrow-
er order that would give
them conscience protection
or some other exemption.

Court appears skeptical of ruling

Portland
police plan
to buy three

Chevrolet
Silverados

Board
OKs
buying
new
vehicles

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Screenshot of FOX59/CBS4 livestream

Republican candidates U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, Brad Chambers, Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch and Eric Doden debate on Tuesday. The debate featured queries aimed at specific
campaigns sandwiched in between nine questions for the whole group. 



Continued from page 1
Hopkins recommended

the purchase of  three Sil-
verados at a total cost of
$147,325. It would cost
$45,669.95 to have them
equipped as police vehicles
by Safety Systems of  Rich-
mond.

Portland Mayor Jeff
Westlake, who is a member
of  the board of  works,
asked whether cars had
been considered. Hopkins
responded that Dodge
Chargers, which are cur-
rently being used by the
department, are being dis-
continued and have had fre-
quent maintenance issues.
He said there would be bet-
ter durability and resale
value with the Tahoes or
Silverados.

“I’’m for it,” said West-
lake, “I was just kind of
curious about police cars.”

Board of  works members
Jerry Leonhard, Steve
McIntosh and Westlake
approved the purchase of
the vehicles. They also
approved equipping the
vehicles through Safety
Systems, pending approval
of  funding from Portland
City Council.

The board also approved
the hiring of  Dennis Fiscus
as a full-time police officer.
Fiscus served as a full-time
officer for Bluffton Police
Department from 1989 to
2013. He has been a part-
time Portland officer for
about a year and a half.

Leonhard, McIntosh and
Westlake also approved an

indemnity agreement with
HIS Constructors of  Indi-
anapolis related to the run-
way extension project at
Portland Municipal Air-
port.

Greg and Cindy White-
nack of  rural Portland
entered into a contract with
HIS for the fill dirt it need-
ed for the project. Cindy
Whitenack visited Portland
Board of  Aviation in
November 2021 to say HIS
did not meet the specifica-
tions of  the agreement. She
and her husband filed suit
against the company, as
well as the city and the air-
port, in October 2022.

The indemnity agree-
ment, which had already
been signed by HIS and
approved by the board of
aviation, indemnifies Port-
land from any liability
related to the lawsuit.

In other business, the
board:

•Approved the following:
a new five-year contract at a
cost of  $62.20 per ton with
Randolph Farms of
Muncie for disposal of
trash and recycling; the hir-
ing of  Kyle Overla as a
water department employ-
ee to begin April 8; a water
bill adjustment of  $60.32
because of  a leak.

•Released retainage of
$172,880.31 to Watson Exca-
vating of  Redkey for the
Meridian Street storm
sewer project.

•Approved a reimburse-
ment agreement with
Jaylen Riddle for training
at Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy. If  Riddle
leaves the department with-
in a three-year period, he
will be responsible for
repaying some of  the cost
of  his training to the city.
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Helen Wright
Aug. 1, 1943-March 26, 2024

Helen Wright, age 80, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at her
home in Portland. 

Helen was born Aug. 1, 1943, in
Hamilton County, Indiana, the
daughter of  Edward “Bud” and
Marjorie (White)
Cottingham.
Helen was co-
owner with her
husband of  J&M
Construction and
she retired from
Createc in 2005.
She attended New
Beginnings Holi-
ness Church.

Helen married James
“Jimmy” Wright on Aug. 26, 1960,
and he passed away on Oct. 10,
2010. 

Survivors include:
Her children — Steven Wright

(Cathy), rural Portland, Indiana,

and Elizabeth Kay Coleman (hus-
band: Berry), Troy, Ohio 

One sister — Sue Boughman,
Portland, Indiana 

Four grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day from 4 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will be Saturday
at 11 a.m. at Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland. Pastor Randy Smith
will officiate and burial will fol-
low at Green Park Cemetery in
Portland. 

Memorials may be directed to
New Beginnings Holiness
Church. 

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

Myrtle Doherty
May 17, 1934-March 25, 2024

Myrtle Marcella Doherty, 89, of
Geneva, Indiana, passed away at

7:49 a.m. on Mon-
day, March 25,
2024, at the Adams
Woodcrest Nurs-
ing Center in
Decatur, Indiana. 

She was born on
Thursday, May 17,
1934, in Adams
County, Indiana.
She married Kenneth Alvin
Doherty on Saturday, Jan. 3, 1953,
in Richmond, Indiana.

Marcella was a 1952 graduate
of  Bryant High School. She for-
merly attended the High Street
United Methodist Church in
Geneva. She had worked for
Graber Egg Processing in Berne
and for G.E. in Decatur. Marcella
was a lifetime member of  the
Geneva Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary and Tri-State Gas
Engine and Tractor Association.
She enjoyed her vegetable and
flower garden.

Marcella will be sadly missed

by her daughters Penny (Mike)
Hirschy, Decatur, Indiana, and
Lois (Phil) DeBolt, Roanoke, Indi-
ana; grandsons Nathan (Kelsi)
Hirschy, Fortville, Indiana, and
Matthew (Taren) DeBolt, Friant,
California; granddaughters
Melissa (Kevin) Dickman, Con-
voy, Ohio, and Michelle (William)
Bostain, Middlebury, Indiana;
great-granddaughters Macie
Dickman, Myla Dickman and
Maren Dickman, Convoy, Ohio,
Madeline Hirschy and Mackenzie
Hirschy, Fortville, Indiana, and
Elena Bostain and Rylie Bostain,
Middlebury, Indiana; and great-
grandsons McCormick Hirschy,
Fortville, Indiana, Konnor Dick-
man, Convoy, Ohio, and Sonny
DeBolt and Vaughn DeBolt, Fri-
ant, California.

She was preceded in death by
her husband Kenneth Alvin
Doherty; father Ivan E. Hough;
mother Wilma M. (Roe) Hough;
brothers Charles, Carl and Fred

Hough; and sisters Betty Huey,
Shirley “Ene” Mann, Rosie Davis,
Donna Hough and Margaret
Davis.

Family and friends may gather
to share and remember at Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home,
located at 100 N. Washington St.
Geneva, Indiana, on Friday,
March 29, 2024, from 4 to 7 p.m.
and one hour prior to service on
Saturday, March 30, 2024. 

A service to celebrate Marcel-
la’s life will be at Downing &
Glancy Funeral Home at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, March 30, 2024. Inter-
ment will follow in the Backesto
Cemetery in Berne.

Memorials may be sent to
Adams Woodcrest of  Decatur
Memory Care, 1300 Mercer Ave.,
Decatur, IN 46733         

Arrangements are being han-
dled by Downing & Glancy Funer-
al Home in Geneva.

Condolences may be expressed
at glancyfuneralhomes.com.

Obituaries

Wright

Doherty

Disregarded sign
A Portland woman disregarded a

stop sign while driving at the inter-
section of  county roads 300 North
and 850 East, causing a collision
about 8:45 p.m. Tuesday.

Yadira Ramirez-Molina, 33, was
driving a 2011 Dodge Grand Cara-

van south on county road 850 East
approaching the intersection. At the
same time, Kevin D. Degler, 57, Port-
land, was driving a 2006 Ford F-350
west on county road 300 North.
Ramirez-Molina disregarded the
stop sign at the intersection, accord-
ing to a Jay County Sheriff ’s Office

report, causing her to crash into the
side of  Degler’s vehicle.

Ramirez-Molina was cited with
an infraction for driving without a
driver’s license. The vehicle she was
driving was towed.

Damage is estimated between
$50,000 and $100,000.

Today
McGough, Cynthia: 1 p.m.,

Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery.

Saturday
Wright, Helen: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Commerce
St., Portland.

Doherty, Myrtle: 11 a.m.,
Downing & Glancy Funeral Home,
100 Washington St., Geneva.

April 6
Steveson, Emilie: 11 a.m.,

Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church, 506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land.

Service listings provided by
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Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
Chambers separately

jabbed at Braun, accusing
the senator of  changing his
position on qualified
immunity for law enforce-
ment officers and for com-
ments made to popular con-
servative show host Tucker
Carlson that appeared sup-

portive of  Black Lives Mat-
ter.

Braun said he no longer
wanted to alter qualified
immunity after listening to
officers, and said his com-
ments had been taken out
of  context.

“That reference, that was
to somebody exercising

their First Amendment
rights,” he said. “(I) was
never going to ever support
a radical crazy group like
the umbrella group BLM.”

Braun also recently
picked up the endorsement
of  the Indiana State Police
Alliance.

Braun, meanwhile, took

on Chambers and Doden
for their respective records
while running the Indiana
Economic Development
Corporation. 

••••••••••
The story was edited for

length. For the full version,
visit indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

Candidates ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$865 million

Mega Millions
7-11-22-29-38
Mega Ball: 4
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$20 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-1-3
Daily Four: 9-9-6-0
Quick Draw: 4-10-14-

20-24-36-37-41-45-50-51-
52-53-54-55-61-63-64-70-76

Evening
Daily Three: 4-3-4
Daily Four: 3-9-2-4
Quick Draw: 3-4-6-8-11-

12-14-16-17-26-28-33-36-37-
39-40-45-49-55-60

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-7-1
Pick 4: 5-9-5-3
Pick 5: 4-8-9-1-1
Evening
Pick 3: 6-3-8
Pick 4: 8-4-5-3
Pick 5: 9-5-4-0-8
Rolling Cash: 5-8-23-24-

32
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1854, England and
France declared war on
Russia during the
Crimean War. They
joined the Ottoman
Turks in a fight over the
Crimean Peninsula that
stretched until Russia
accepted a peace settle-
ment in 1856.

In 1882, Virginia
Woolf  was born Adeline
Virginia Stephen in Lon-
don. A writer, Woolf  is
best known for novels
“Mrs. Dalloway” and “To
the Lighthouse,” as well
as essays on literary his-

tory and women’s writ-
ing.

In 2013, work was in
progress on demolition
of  the former book
bindery in the south 500
block of  Wayne Street in
Portland.

In 2022, Portland
woman Chelsea L.
Crossland was arrested
in connection with the
death of  her 5-year-old
son following a Depart-
ment of  Child Services
hearing in Jay Circuit
Court.

—The CR

CR almanac

62/37 63/44 60/46 59/43 54/34
Mostly

sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast for Friday
with a high of
62 degrees.

Another
chance of
rain and
thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise,
mostly
cloudy.

There’s an
80% chance
of thunder-
storms on
Monday. The
low may hit
43.

There’s a
50% chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
Saturday, when
the high will be
63.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain during
the day Sun-
day, with a
higher chance
at night.

Friday
3/29

Saturday
3/30

Sunday
3/31

Monday
4/1

Tuesday
4/2

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board of  Directors, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.27
April corn ................4.27
Wheat ......................4.24

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.36
April corn ................4.36
May corn..................4.36

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.16
April corn ................4.14
Beans ......................11.77

April beans ............11.80
Wheat ...................... 5.20

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.05
April corn ................4.08
Beans ......................11.77
April beans ............11.81
Wheat ......................5.04

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.22
April corn ................4.22
Beans ......................11.62
April beans.............11.62
Wheat ......................4.79



Austin D. Whited, 26,
Portland, and Jamie L.
Young, 27, Redkey

Talir S. Ellis, 30, Port-
land, and Tyler L. Ray, 34,
Portland

Veronique A. Coppock,
19, Portland, and Peyton
A. Lothridge, 19, Port-
land

Alyssa J. Lott, 20,
Dunkirk, and Kyhler
Koger, 21, Dunkirk

Ryan J. Amstutz, 39,
Bryant, and Kathleen R.
Bradbury, 38, Columbia
City

Amanda C. Robinson,
44, Portland, and Joshua
C. Spoltman, 36, Portland

Timothy J. Schultz, 29,
Redkey, and Raven D. Wil-
son, 28, Redkey

Claire I. Evers, 21, Fort
Recovery, Ohio, and Shel-
don D. Upp, 22, Portland,
Indiana

Ayse B. Acar, 28, Port-
land, and Michael R.
McKinley, 25, Portland

Marriage licenses

DEAR ABBY: My husband is
an outdoor enthusiast and has a
group of  guys he goes hunting
with every year. One of  them has
started coming out west to vaca-
tion at our house twice a year and
now has followed us to our warm-
weather winter home. 

When he stays at our place, we
fix all the meals and he uses our
washer, dryer and detergent for
several loads of  laundry each
time. He’s a longtime friend and
brings his spouse, with whom I
get along well. But as time goes
on, their visits are becoming
more frequent and longer in
length. Always being the host and
entertaining makes me anxious.
My husband can’t seem to under-
stand what my issue is, but I feel
that seeing these folks a couple
times a year is more than enough
to keep the friendship going. How
can I get my husband to under-
stand without ruining the friend-
ship? — HOSTED OUT 

DEAR HOSTED OUT: These
people may be friends, but
your hospitality is being taken
advantage of. Try once more to
explain to your husband that
their visits are happening too
often. However, if  he doesn’t
accept it, then arrange a vaca-
tion for yourself  the next time
they are expected to arrive. By
this I mean, pack a bag and go
to a hotel. 

Perhaps, when your hus-
band has to assume all the
responsibility for these free-
loading friends, he will see the
light. I can’t believe the wife

would let you do all the work
by yourself. How lazy and
insensitive of  her not to volun-
teer.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My sister “Mag-

gie” has turned into one of  those
“crazy cat ladies.” We have been
encouraging her to move into
assisted living, but she says she’d
rather be dead than give up her
cats. When we visit her, we bring
along air freshener. Maggie has
gone nose-blind to the smell. My
wife will not walk in until after I
have sprayed the house. 

Among Maggie’s other issues:
Her children have abandoned her.
We had to hire people to help her
out because no one in her son’s
family would take the job. When
my mother got sick, my wife and
I stepped up and gave her 24/7
care. Taking care of  my sister
was not part of  my retirement
plan. Her retired son and his fam-
ily not doing their part has

caused a rift between us. Please
advise. — ABOVE & BEYOND IN
THE SOUTH

DEAR A & B: What a caring
and responsible brother you
are. If  there are no alterna-
tives, it appears you may be
taking care of  Maggie until
her passing. That her son has
shirked his responsibility is
disgraceful. (It may also be
elder abuse.) 

Your sister may be unaware
of  the fact that some assisted
living places allow pets. Mag-
gie might be more amenable to
moving if  you can help her
find one. However, if  that isn’t
feasible, consider discussing
this with an attorney as well
as adult protective services.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a single man

who recently turned 40. I am look-
ing to find a wife who, like myself,
has never been married and has
no kids. I joined several dating

websites, but most of  the women
are divorced or widowed or have
kids. I just discovered a new dat-
ing website for single, never mar-
ried people. I’m not sure if  I
should join it, but having a web-
site designed for people like me is
a great idea. I have read that 25%
of  all Americans have never been
married. Pew Research just
reported a brand-new poll and
millions of  Americans have
never been married, so I am not
losing hope. Should I join? —
CONTEMPLATING IN FLORIDA

DEAR CONTEMPLATING:
By all means, explore that new
dating site. When you do,
expect to meet women who are
considerably younger than
you. Remember, once you con-
nect, you will have to take all
of  the precautions people on
other sites do to ensure that
you don’t get misled. Dating,
regardless of  how you meet
someone, can be risky. 

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-

sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL
SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF  THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION — Will meet at 4:30
p.m. Thursday, March 28, at
Jay County Historical Soci-
ety. To answer questions,
call Regent Kathy Selman
at (260) 251-1694 or Sue
Sommers at (260) 726-2678.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge

Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

The deadline for high
school seniors and current
or prospective college stu-
dents to file the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) is April 15.

In 2023, Indiana joined
seven other states in
adopting a FAFSA comple-
tion requirement for high
school seniors. As of
March 15, about 31% of
high school seniors in the
state had filed the applica-
tion.

“Education and training
beyond high school is asso-
ciated with better econom-
ic and social outcomes for
the individual,” said Indi-
ana Commissioner for
Higher Education Chris
Lowery. “Significantly
higher wages, lower unem-
ployment rates, increased
levels of  labor participa-
tion, and better health out-
comes are just a few rea-
sons why continued educa-
tion is important. The
FAFSA is a critical tool
that allows students to

access those greater out-
comes.”

To learn more informa-
tion, please visit studen-
taid.gov/h/apply-for-
aid/fafsa.

Art competition
The 2024 Congressional

Art Competition is under-
way.

The competition for
high school artists is spon-
sored by the U.S. House of
Representatives. It is open
to all high school artwork,
including paintings, draw-
ings, collages, prints,
mixed media, computer-
generated art and photog-
raphy.

The deadline to enter is
April 16. For more infor-

mation, visit congression-
alinstitute.org.

New stamp unveiled
Indiana State Museum

and Historic Sites and the
U.S. Postal Service recent-
ly unveiled a new stamp
honoring Indiana anti-
slavery activist Catharine
Coffin during an event at
the Levi and Catharine
Coffin State Historic Site
in Fountain City.

The new stamp, which is
a forever stamp, features
an image of  Catharine
Coffin and the words
Black/white, cooperation,
trust/danger, flight/faith,
courage/risk,
defiance/hope, under-
ground and railroad/USA.
It is one of  a series that
features 10 key figures of
the Underground Rail-
road.

The Coffins, who operat-
ed in both Indiana and
Ohio, are credited with
helping more than 1,000
people escape slavery.

Taking
Note

FAFSA is due soon

Dear
Abby

Easter is this week-
end.

A few local churches
have announced special
services for the holiday.

Zion Lutheran Church
in Portland will host a
Good Friday service at 8
p.m. Friday. Its Easter
Sunday service will be at
10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Trinity Lutheran
Church will host its
Good Friday service at 7
p.m. Friday. A freewill

offering basket will be
placed in the entry for
donations toward Fort
Recovery Ministerial
Association’s high
school scholarships and
benevolence needs in the
community.

Fort Recovery First
Church of  Christ will be
serving breakfast at 8:30
a.m. March 31, with
morning worship to fol-
low at 9:30 a.m.

Grace Bible Church in

Berne is hosting a free
resurrection Sunday
breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday. Folks from
across Adams, Wells,
Jay, Blackford, Hunting-
ton and Mercer counties
will be joining to sing,
celebrate and eat a free
meal. All are welcome to
join at the church, 6626
Village Way. Breakfast
will be followed by a wor-
ship service at 10 a.m.
Sunday.

Easter services scheduled

Longtime friendship includes frequent visits
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
Students will be graduating

from Hoosier high schools and
colleges in just a few months.
Parents and politicians want
them to stay in Indiana. I recom-
mend they leave to see what is
available elsewhere and return,
after a decade or so, if  they
choose.

One thing they will find is that
wages in Indiana are lower than
elsewhere. Local boosters and
high government officials will
tell them the differential is
because it costs more to live else-
where. I tell them the cost of  liv-
ing is mainly a function of  the
wages earned and the diversity
of  opportunity.

How much does a worker sac-
rifice in income by having a job

in Indiana? According to the lat-
est figures from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, in the third
quarter of  2023, Hoosier workers
made $219 per week less than
workers nationwide.

Doesn’t sound like much? It
comes to nearly $11,400 per year.
Working elsewhere in the nation
means earning 20% more than
working in Indiana.

Only jobs in what is called nat-

ural resources and mining (agri-
culture primarily) earn more in
Indiana than nationally. That’s
$120 per week (about $6,200 per
year), a 9% premium for the
Hoosier job.

For sure, if  you have a degree
or interest in the information
sector, leave. The average weekly
wage nationally is twice the
wage in Indiana ($2,948 vs.
$1,472).

Although we proudly hail our
manufacturing sector, you’ll sac-
rifice almost $460 a week work-
ing for a Hoosier firm compared
to working elsewhere.

As you might know, Indiana
state or local government
employment is not as well
rewarded as similar jobs in other
parts of  the country. Every week,

a Hoosier working for the state
could improve their wage by 26%
($312) employed by a bureaucra-
cy elsewhere. The local govern-
ment worker would find a simi-
lar job across the border would
bring a 24% ($231) increase in the
weekly pay envelope.

(Should I apologize for writing
of  the pay envelope? Probably
today compensation is realized
by an electronic transfer, a credit
to the worker’s account. But
there may be pockets of  the early
20th century still to be found in
the bastions of  antiquity proud-
ly rooted in this Hoosier Holy-
land.)  

The least wage differential
between Indiana and the nation
is found in education (private)
and health. Nationally, the aver-

age weekly wage in this sector is
$1,204, just $46 (4%) more than
the Hoosier worker makes.

Not only will students be look-
ing for jobs as we move into the
summer months, but candidates
for governor, senator, Congress,
the state legislature and other
positions of  consequence will
visit us via TV.

Most will say they have a plan
to bring the Next Big Thing to
Indiana. But how many will con-
sider paying more to existing
Hoosier workers? Will any exam-
ine the profits of  companies
large or small, questioning what
is paid to the folks already here?

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Indiana’s wages are woefully weak

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The same day in 2007
that founder Steve
Jobs of  Apple Computer
presented the company’s
fancy new mobile tele-
phone, the iPhone, he
dropped the word “com-
puter” from the corpora-
tion’s name. On this, like
many things, Jobs was a
visionary.

While Apple makes all
kinds of  excellent equip-
ment (designed by Apple
in California, assembled
in China) it is the iPhone,
not the laptops or desk-
tops or iPads, that has
driven the company to
earn billions of  dollars
and rise and rise and rise
to a valuation worth tril-
lions of  dollars on the
sale of  billions of
iPhones.

There is nothing as
important to Apple as the
iPhone and it is very
tightly controlled by the
company.

Now that tight control
of  the iPhone (the prici-
est smartphone on the
market) has led the
Department of  Justice
and 16 states plus the Dis-
trict of  Columbia to
launch an antitrust suit
Thursday against Apple.
While the case is filed in
Newark and New Jersey
is the lead state, the list
of  plaintiffs includes
home state California, as
well as New York.

Said Attorney General
Merrick Garland, the
United States only goes to
court when there is suffi-
cient evidence and the
United States usually
wins. We don’t know if
the allegations of  the
government are enough
to prove their case and
win, but that is the DOJ’s
burden to prove.

Garland used his
announcement to cite
something directly from
the complaint (paragraph
92 on page 39): “In 2022,
Apple’s CEO was asked
whether Apple would fix
iPhone-to-Android mes-
saging. The questioner
added: ‘not to make it per-
sonal but I can’t send my
mom certain videos.’
Apple’s CEO responded,
‘Buy your mom an
iPhone.’”

While Garland didn’t
say the name, the com-
plaint fingers Tim Cook.

We had the same prob-
lem with Mom’s Android.
Her Android smartphone
worked just fine for her
phone calls and emails
and texts, but not so well
with texts to and from
iPhones used by the kids
and grandkids. So we

paid the extra money and
got her an iPhone.

It is the good blue bub-
ble (iPhone to iPhone)
versus the not good green
bubble (iPhone to
Android) scenario and
the reason Apple set it up
that way. Apple intention-
ally meant to downgrade
the experience of  using
an Android, with the
incentive to buy an
iPhone.

Imagine if  they did the
same with the audio qual-
ity of  phone calls, having
iPhone to iPhone calls
sound clear to the ear
with iPhone to Android
calls sounding scratchy
or tinny (we are not try-
ing to give Apple any
ideas).

There is nothing wrong
with Apple making a
superior product and
charging a premium
price for it. But what the
feds and the states claim
is that Apple went too far
to make it hard or even
impossible for con-
sumers using a competi-
tor’s equipment. For
example, an Apple Watch
only works with an
iPhone. Again, that was
Apple’s choice to lock out
other machines.

Apple has plenty of
high powered lawyers to
make its defense, as does
Google which is also
being sued for allegedly
illegal monopoly behav-
ior (the same for another
tech giant, Amazon).

Big is not necessarily
bad. But using a firm’s
dominant size to impose
anti-competitive road-
blocks in the marketplace
is not allowed.

Big firms can’t
raise roadblocks

By JASON TOMCSI
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

While the physical health of
older Hoosiers takes center stage,
their mental and emotional health
are equally vital, yet often over-
looked.

The Indiana Behavioral Health
Commission is trying to change
that.

First formed in 2020 to make rec-
ommendations on improving the
behavioral and mental health of
Indiana residents, the Commission
helped launch the state’s 988 suicide
and crisis hotline, as well as the
expansion of  mental health clinics.
It was reformed in 2023 as part of
Senate Enrolled Act 1, which
included a historic investment of
$100 million in funding for mental
health services. 

This time around the Commis-
sion is focusing on three groups of
Hoosiers: youth, individuals with
intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, and adults 55 and older.
AARP Indiana was selected to be a
member of  the Commission for its
expertise and continued work on
issues impacting older residents.
And it was the older adult popula-
tion that was the topic of  the Com-
mission’s meeting at the end of  Jan-
uary. 

What came out of  that day’s dis-
cussion, reaffirmed just how much
needs to be done.

When looking at Indiana’s aging
population the numbers don’t lie —
it’s growing rapidly. By 2030, it’s
estimated that nearly one in five
Hoosiers will be 65 or older. This
demographic shift cannot be
ignored because any increase in the
older population will increase the
demand for services. But, how and
where older Hoosiers receive those
services are just some of  the ques-
tions the Commission hopes to
answer. While effective mental

health treatments are available,
they are not always utilized. 

The reasons why they are under-
utilized vary but can include things
like the stigma attached to mental
health or a person’s resistance to
treatment. A very large reason is a
lack of  access to these important
services in our communities.

Isolation, loss of  loved ones,
chronic health conditions — these
are just a few factors contributing to
anxiety, depression, and other
behavioral health issues in our
aging population. Untreated behav-
ioral health issues can exacerbate
physical ailments, increase health-
care utilization, and diminish over-
all quality of  life. This not only
impacts older Hoosiers, but also fur-
ther strains our healthcare system.

Access to behavioral health serv-
ices remains uneven across our
state. Rural areas often lack suffi-
cient resources, leaving these
Hoosiers underserved. The Com-
mission’s final recommendations
will be finalized over the coming
year. Some things for it to consider
include: 

•Expand Mobile Integrated Health
(MIH): MIH programs help older res-
idents stay in their homes and com-
munities for as long as they would
like and have been successful in our
smaller rural cities, as well as our
larger ones. The impact of  these pro-
grams, run by local Emergency Med-
ical Services (EMS), goes beyond the
positive physical health outcomes.
In MIH programs, EMS personnel
are going into the homes of  individ-

uals who often socially isolated.
They can identify the struggles they
are facing and set them up with
mental health services. 

•End Mandatory Contractual
Agreement with Physicians for
Advanced Practice Registered Nurs-
es (APRNs): This requirement for
APRNs can be a financial and
administrative burden, hampering
nurses’ ability to provide care to the
full extent of  their training. APRNs
know how to diagnose, treat, and
prescribe medications for mental
health and substance abuse disor-
ders.

•Support Family Caregivers: Fam-
ily caregivers bear immense respon-
sibility. More than 40 percent of
family caregivers spend over 20
hours a week on caregiving and
large majorities say they are
stressed emotionally and financial-
ly by their caregiving responsibili-
ties. They juggle these caregiving
duties and their own emotional
well-being. Providing caregivers
resources and financial relief,
through tax credits or reimburse-
ment programs is essential.

In the months ahead, the Commis-
sion will continue its work at
upcoming meetings culminating
with a report to the Indiana General
Assembly in October. No matter
which recommendations come for-
ward, older Hoosiers deserve com-
prehensive mental health care that
considers their unique needs. You
can stay up to date with AARP Indi-
ana’s work on behavioral health by
visiting our website at aarp.org/IN.

••••••••••
Tomcsi is the communications

director for AARP Indiana and its
representative on the Indiana Behav-
ioral Health Commission.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Older Hoosiers deserve care
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jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort

Recovery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St.,

Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 11 a.m.

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.  

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

BLOOMFIELD COMMU-
NITY Garage Sales
March 29th-30th, 9 to 5
Rain or Shine. Several
Locations. Five miles
North of Portland, IN on
US 27 to Bloomfield
School. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
March 30th, 2024 

9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Oak curved glass drop
head secretary/book-

case; Northland Oak ice
box; Sellers kitchen cab-
inet; 1 pc. pie safe cup-
board with 6 tins; Coca
Cola cooler; Scat Car

Junior
pedal car; lightning rods
with balls and arrows;
Oak wall telephone;

METAL BANKS: pig, ele-
phant, donkey, horse,

and safe to name a few;
lightning rod balls;

Wapak irons; Coca Cola
lady head bank; MAR-
BLES: swirls and sulfite;

pocket watches to
include 14K; Anvil;
Lladro figurines and
bells; Matchbox cars;
electric smoker; and
many other items not

listed.
TOOLS

Craftsman power router;
1024 MD snowblower,
like new; Craftsman 10”
radial arm saw; Crafts-
man edger; McCulloch
electric chain saw; fold-
ing scaffolding ladder;
shovels; camp stove;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note we will be
running 2 rings a portion
of the day. Doors will

open at 8:00 a.m. day of
auction for preview.

JO ELLEN JOHNSTON,
Owner &

WELLS FAMILY, Owner
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Posi-
tion: Waste Water
Department – Distribu-
tion Service Person. The
City of Portland is
accepting applications
for the position of Waste
Water Department Distri-
bution and Maintenance
Person. Minimum job
requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent. A CDL B
license or greater or able
to obtain such license in
a reasonable amount of
time. Application and job
description are available
in the Clerk Treasurer’s
Office at City Hall, 321 N.
Meridian Street, Port-
land, Indiana 47371,
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday, March 25 thru
Friday, March 29, 2024.
No applications will be
accepted after 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, March 29,
2024.. The City of Port-
land is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. 
REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
April 1st, 2024. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or

four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad

access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

220 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE 2 Vacant
Lots 100x48. Parcel
numbers 38-07-21-103-
003.000-034 38-07-21-
103-004.000.034 call
260-726-7409  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

THE REDKEY TOWN
COUNCIL will be except-
ing sealed bids on a
2014 Chevy Impala. This
vehicle will be sold as is.
Turn sealed bids into
Redkey Town Hall 8922
West State Road 67,
Redkey, IN 47373 and
will be opened at the
Town Council Meeting on
04/18/2024. Purchasing
will go to the highest bid-
der. The Redkey Town
Council has the right to
refuse any and all bids. 

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 
The Commercial
Review CALL

726-8141

Public Notice
SUMMONS - SERVICE BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF INDIANA, SS: 
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT

COUNTY OF JAY
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2402-MF-000001

FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT 

OF THE FREDDIE MAC SEASONED LOANS STRUCTURED
TRANSACTION TRUST, 

SERIES 2019-2,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF

LLOYD E. ADCOCK, DECEASED, 
THE UNKNOWN TENANT, EUGENE S. MILLER

and BETTY J. MILLER,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the Defendant(s) above named, and any
other person who may be concerned.
You are hereby notified that you have been sued in the Court above
named.
The nature of the suit against you is:

Amended complaint on Note and to 
Foreclose Mortgage on Real Estate

Against the property commonly known as 5640 E 900 S, Portland, IN
47371-8164 and described as follows:

ALL THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY SITUATED IN MADISON
TOWNSHIP, IN THE COUNTY OF JAY AND STATE OF INDI-
ANA, BEING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEING PART OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION
32, TOWNSHIP 22 NORTH, RANGE 15 EAST BOUNDED AND
MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN A TWO (2) DEEDS DATED AU-
GUST 5, 1985 AND AUGUST 5, 1985, AND RECORDED AU-
GUST 6, 1985 AND AUGUST 6, 1985, AMONG THE LAND
RECORDS OF THE COUNTY AND THE STATE SET FORTH
ABOVE, IN BOOK 150, PAGE 106 AND BOOK 150, PAGE 105.

This summons by publication is specifically directed to the follow-
ing named defendant(s): The Unknown Tenant, Eugene S. Miller
and Betty J. Miller
This summons by publication is specifically directed to the follow-
ing named defendant(s) whose whereabouts are unknown: The Un-
known Heirs and Devisees of Lloyd E. Adcock, Deceased
If you have a claim for relief against the plaintiff arising from the
same transaction or occurrence, you must assert it in your written
answer or response.
You must answer the Amended complaint in writing, by you or your
attorney, within thirty (30) days after the Third Notice of Suit, and
if you fail to do so a judgment by default may be entered against you
for the relief demanded, by the Plaintiff.

FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
By /s/ BRYAN K. REDMOND

BRYAN K. REDMOND
Attorney No. 22108-29
Attorney for Plaintiff

BRYAN K. REDMOND
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.

8415 Allison Pointe Blvd., Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250

NOTICE
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR.

CR 3-21,28,4-4-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2024 TERM

In the Matter of the 
Unsupervised

Administration of 
the Estate of:

Janis L. Current, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2403-000010

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Lisa A. Young and Jack R. Cur-
rent were, on the 22nd day of
March, 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representatives of the
estate of Janis L. Current de-
ceased, who died on March 11,
2024. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death, whichev-
er is earlier, or the claims will
be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 22nd day of March, 2024.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR                      

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
CR 3-28,4-4, 2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of the Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38D01-2312-MF-000028, wherein Rocket Mortgage, LLC fka Quicken
Loans LLC was Plaintiff, and The Unknown Heirs at Law of Jeric
Coons, Deceased and Occupant(s) of 11232 W 800 S, Redkey, IN
47373, were the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as pro-
vided for in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at pub-
lic sale to the highest bidder, on the 2nd day of May, 2024 at 10:00 AM
of said day, at 120 N. Court Ste. 305, Portland, IN 47371, the fee sim-
ple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 28 Township 22 North,
Range 12 East, Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana, more
particularly described as follows, to-wit:
commencing at the Southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of
Section 28, Township 22 North, Range 12 East, Richland Town-
ship, Jay County, Indiana; thence West 1137 feet to the point of be-
ginning; thence North 187 feet to a stake; thence West 122 feet to
a stake; thence South 187 feet to a stake; thence East 122 feet to
the point of beginning, and containing 0.50 acres more or less.
38-09-28-400-020 .000-030
and commonly known as: 11232 W 800 S, Redkey, IN 47373.

Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, ease-
ments and restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and ex-
tinguished in the proceedings known as Cause#38D01-2312-MF-
000028 in the Superior Court of the County of Jay Indiana, and
subject to all real estate taxes, and assessments currently due;
delinquent or which are to become a lien.
Said sale will be made without relief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at
the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's Attorney.

Larry R. Newton
Jay County Sheriff
Doyle & Foutty, P.C.

41 E Washington St, STE 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204

CR 3-28,4-4,11-2024-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Fort Recovery — Softball at St. Marys Memo-

rial – 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
Fort Recovery — Softball at Bath – 11 a.m.;

Baseball at Crestview – 12 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2 p.m. — College hockey: UMass Amherst vs.
Denver (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — MLB Opening Day: Washington
Nationals at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16: Clem-
son vs. Arizona (CBS)

7 p.m. — College baseball: LSU at Arkansas
(ESPN2)

7:35 p.m. — MLB Opening Day: Chicago Cubs
at Texas Rangers (ESPN)

7:40 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16:
San Diego State vs. UConn (TBS)

8 p.m. — NHL: Calgary Flames at St. Louis
Blues (Bally Indiana)

9:40 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16:
Alabama vs. North Carolina (CBS)

10 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16: Illi-
nois vs. Iowa State (TBS)

10:30 p.m. — College gymnastics: LSU gym-
nastics (ESPN2)

Friday
2:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball tour-

nament: Oregon State vs. Notre Dame (ESPN)
5 p.m. — Women’s college basketball tourna-

ment: Indiana at South Carolina (ESPN)
6 p.m. — College baseball: Purdue at Ohio

State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16: N.C.

State vs. Marquette (CBS)
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Los Angeles

Lakers (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball tour-

nament: N.C. State vs. Stanford (ESPN)
7:40 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16:

Gonzaga vs. Purdue (TBS)
9:40 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16:

Duke vs. Houston (CBS)
10 p.m. — College basketball Sweet 16:

Creighton vs. Tennessee (TBS)
10 p.m. — Women’s college basketball tour-

nament: Gonzaga vs. Texas (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Sacra-

mento Kings (ABC)

Local notes
Midwest Walleye Challenge

Indiana anglers are invited to participate in the
2024 Midwest Walleye Challenge, a virtual fishing

tournament.
The tournament begins March 30 and ends

June 30, with walleye, sauger and saugeye count-
ing. Contestants need to utilize the MyCatch
mobile app to submit photos of their catches with
a measuring device.

Participants can enter for free for the chance
at the grand prize or pay a $25 fee to be eligible
for biweekly cash prizes.

Those interested in participating can register
by visiting AnglersAtlas.com/event/769 or by
using the MyCatch app. For further information,
visit on.IN.gov/walleye.

Registration open
Registration for the Dunkirk co-ed softball

league is now open.
The league will start on April 7, and it will cost

$250 for each team to register. First and second-
place teams win a payout of $400 and $200,
respectively.

To register, call Brock Farmer at (765) 209-
4289.

Challenge set
The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge for

the 2024 season will begin April 20, where par-
ticipants 19-years-old or older can compete in a
total of eight races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge is $150
and will enter participants in all eight races, with
five needing to be completed for the Challenge
Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from Adams
County, but only the first 100 entries will com-
pete. Participation in individual events is available
as well.

To sign up or for more information, visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Brunswick and Ellie Will

pulled away from their competi-
tors early on, but stayed near
each other for the first half  of
the race. When the rain started
to pour down harder around the
1,000-meter mark, Brunswick
developed a bigger lead to even-
tually finish first in 5:34.93. Will
placed second in 5:47.46.

“It was a great rust buster,”
Diller said. “Even considering

how windy it was and the rain,
the conditions were terrible for
the mile, they all ran really
strong times for first run out of
the gate.”

Isaac Roessner, Anna’s broth-
er, took home the other first-
place finish in the long jump.
The freshman’s top leap of  18
feet, 10 inches topped Marion
Local’s Ben Seitz by a quarter of
an inch.

Another surprise for the Indi-

ans came from Maddie
Heitkamp. The sophomore came
into the 100 hurdles seeded
ninth, but ran a career best to
finish fourth with a 18.93 sec-
onds.

“She dropped over a second
and a half  and looked great,”
Diller said. “She’s a kid that just
works so hard and you can just
tell it’s going to come together
for her and it’s definitely start-
ing to.”

Other top-five finishes for the
Indians came from:

• Mara Pearson, second in long
jump (17 feet, 7.5 inches)

• Maddie Heitkamp, fifth in
long jump (14 feet, 5.25 inches)

• Karlie Niekamp, fifth in dis-
cus (88 feet, 2 inches)

• Theresa Hipple, fifth in high
jump (4 feet, 6 inches)

• The boys 4x800 relay, com-
prised of  Parker Brunswick,
Reese Diller, Milo Fiely and

Trevor Heitkamp, third place
(9:40.86)

• The boys 4x200 relay com-
prised of  Isaac Roessner, Caleb
Smith, Matthew Marchal and
Breaker Jutte came fifth (1:47.47)

“Our goal today was just to
come out and compete,” Diller
said. “I’m glad we got in what we
did. … Most of  them got some-
thing in which is good and gives
us something to build off  of  for
next week.”

Roessner ...

Continued from page 8
Who greenlighted

Mizuhara’s initial ESPN
interview in which he
claimed Ohtani paid his
gambling debts?

A public relations con-
sultant who specializes in
crisis management appar-
ently made that call and
joined Mizuhara during the
90-minute interview. ESPN
reported that the consult-
ant was hired hours after
the outlet contacted
Ohtani’s agent, Nez Balelo,
on March 18 to ask about
information it uncovered,
including that Ohtani’s
name appeared to be on two
wire transfers totaling $1
million.

Even if  Ohtani’s team
arranged the interview,
however, that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that Ohtani
knew about it or that he’d
known what Mizuhara
would say.

Ohtani said he first
learned of  Mizuhara’s gam-
bling issues and alleged
theft two days later, when
the interpreter spun the
same tale while addressing
the Dodgers team in the

clubhouse after the season
opener in Seoul.

Mizuhara apologized,
admitted he has a gambling
addiction and stated that
Ohtani paid what
Mizuhara owed. ESPN
reported that Andrew
Friedman, Dodgers presi-
dent of  baseball operations,
also told the team Ohtani
had helped cover
Mizuhara’s debts.

Ohtani asserted that
everything Mizuhara told
the team was new to him.

“During the team meet-
ing, obviously, Ippei was
speaking in English and I
didn’t have a translator on
my side,” Ohtani said. “But
even with that, I kind of
understood what was going
on and started to feel that
there was something amiss.
… Up until that team meet-
ing, I didn’t know Ippei had
a gambling addiction and
was in debt. Obviously at
that point, or, obviously, I
never agreed to pay off  the
debt or make payments to
the bookmaker.”

Ohtani and Mizuhara
spoke one-on-one shortly
thereafter at the team hotel.

“That’s when I found out
he had a massive debt,”
Ohtani said. “And it was
revealed to me during that
meeting that Ippei admit-
ted he was sending money,
using my account, to the
bookmaker. And at that
moment, obviously it was
an absurd thing that was
happening and I contacted
my representatives.”

Ohtani said his represen-
tatives determined
Mizuhara had been “lying
the whole time,” and that
the “Dodgers and the
lawyers at that moment
found out as well that
they’d been lied to.”

The Dodgers fired
Mizuhara that day.

How was Mizuhara in a
position to allegedly mis-
lead everyone?

Ohtani’s reliance on
Mizuhara to translate
everything said to him in
English gave the inter-
preter enormous influence
over the two-way star,
whom the Dodgers signed
to a record $700 million con-
tract during the offseason.

Mizuhara, 39, became
Ohtani’s de facto gatekeep-

er, with even Ohtani’s clos-
est representatives routine-
ly going to Mizuhara to
relay information to the
ballplayer because of  the
language barrier. Through
Ohtani’s six seasons with
the Angels, Mizuhara gave
no indication that he would
violate the deep trust
Ohtani displayed in him —
although it was reported
this week that the inter-
preter’s bio in the Angels
media guide was rife with
errors.

Ohtani said in his state-
ment that Mizuhara was
not truthful to the Dodgers
or to his representatives
when asked about inquiries
from The Times and ESPN.

“Ippei has been telling
everybody around that
Ippei has been communi-
cating with Shohei on all of
this account — to my repre-
sentatives, to the team —
and that hasn’t been true,”
Ohtani said.

What state laws or MLB
regulations might have
been broken?

Sports gambling is illegal
in California, one of  only 12
states that still considers

the activity a crime.
Major League Baseball

also strictly prohibits gam-
bling by MLB players and
other employees under
Rule 21, which is posted in
every clubhouse in English
and Spanish and acknowl-
edged in writing every year
by every player. Betting on
any sports can result in a
suspension of  one year and
betting on baseball is pun-
ishable by a lifetime ban.

And, of  course, the “mas-
sive theft” alleged by
Ohtani’s representatives
could result in criminal
charges against Mizuhara.

How did Ohtani fail to
notice the transfer of  a
reported $4.5 million from
his bank account to an ille-
gal bookmaking operation?

This issue undoubtedly
would have been raised had
Ohtani fielded questions. It
is unclear who — if  anyone
— handles his finances.
Ohtani’s version of  events
implies that Mizuhara had
access to at least one of  the
player’s bank accounts and
was able to wire huge sums
of  money to a bookmaker
without detection.

Would a bookmaker
extend millions of  dollars
of  credit to someone?

According to a longtime
Los Angeles-area bookmak-
er who requested anonymi-
ty to protect himself  from
prosecution, doing so
would be reckless and
potentially cripple the busi-
ness if  the debt went
unpaid. Only if  the bettor
provided collateral or proof
that an enormous debt
could be paid off  would a
bookmaker extend credit in
the millions.

Has anyone been charged
with a crime?

Neither Ohtani nor
Mizuhara has been charged
with a crime. Bowyer also
hasn’t been charged, said
his attorney, Irvine-based
Diane Bass. Federal agents
raided Bowyer’s San Juan
Capistrano home last year
as part of  the investigation.

Bass told The Times that
Bowyer and Ohtani have
never been in contact.
“Mathew Bowyer never
met, spoke with, or texted
or had contact in any way
with Shohei Ohtani,” she
said.

Ohtani ...



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

COLDWATER, Ohio — The
Fort Recovery school record in
the 100-meter dash has sat
under Christy Roessner’s name
for over 28 years.

Now the head coach for the
Indians, she got to see that
record be broken.

It will still be held by a Roess-
ner.

Anna Roessner’s time of  12.16
seconds broke the Fort Recov-
ery High School record in the
100 dash on Tuesday during the
season-opening meet at Coldwa-
ter that ended early because of
rain. With only eight completed
events, the Indian girls placed
second with 27.5 points, while
the boys finished third with 16.

Coldwater topped the girls with
44.5, and Marion Local led the
boys with 52.

Previously, Christy Diller, the
Indians’ coach and Roessner’s
aunt, held the school record
with a time of  12.6 seconds set
in 1996.

“I’m really happy and a little
shocked,” Roessner said. “I
wouldn’t want to take it from
anybody else. She had it for a
long time.”

Coming into the meet, Roess-
ner held low expectations know-
ing that there would be strong
winds that she would potential-
ly have to fight against. Luckily
for her, the nearly 25 mile-per-
hour gusts weren’t coming from
the direction of  the finish line.

Roessner had the No. 2 seed

with a time of  12.8 seconds, 0.57
behind Izzy Zahn of  Coldwater.
Last season, Zahn competed in
the four events OHSAA Divi-
sion III state championship,
including the 100 dash in which
she finished fifth (12.26 sec-
onds).

“Running against her is
always really fun, because I
know she's gonna push me,”
Roessner said. “I don’t want to
lose. Having her next to me is
going to help me go faster
because I’m going to have it in
my head that I don’t want to get
beat by Izzy because she’s really
fast.”

Roessner’s time of  12.16 sec-
onds topped last year’s 200 dash
state champion by 0.58 seconds.
It also would have been good for

third place at last year’s state
championship.

Pearson finished just behind
Zahn, who finished behind
Pearson in long jump last year
at state, with a time of  12.97.

Diller was excited about her
niece breaking her 28-year
record.

“That’s the best, because it’s
about time it goes down, it’s
been there for a while,” Diller
said. “I knew she’s been gun-
ning for it for a while and I
knew she could do that.

“It was just getting her in the
right situation and obviously
tonight having her against Izzy
and Mara it was such a good
race. Anytime the three of
them are in a race together
they’re going to go all out

because nobody wants to get
beat. …

“I’m pretty excited about that
because it just changes from
Christy Roessner to Anna
Roessner.”

Fort Recovery had three other
first-place finishes. In the final
event of  the day, Trevor
Heitkamp and Natalie
Brunswick topped the 1,600 run
that was combined in hopes of
speeding up the meet before the
rain started.

As the starting gun went off,
the rain began to fall and
Heitkamp built a strong lead. He
never fell off  as he finished with
a time of  4 minutes, 36.22 sec-
onds, which beat Mason Ayers
of  Coldwater by 23.78 seconds.

See Roessner page 7
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They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Sports
Thursday, March 28, 2024

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Arizona and Clemson kick
off the Sweet 16 on CBS,

see Sports on tap

From one Roessner to another

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School’s Anna Roessner (center) crosses the finish line during the 100-meter dash on Tuesday’s meet at Coldwater. Rossener’s
time of 12.16 seconds not only beat Coldwater’s Izzy Zahn, who placed fifth last year at state in the 100 dash, but also broke the school record held by her
coach and aunt Christy Diller.

Anna Roessner breaks aunt’s 28-year school record in opening meet

By SAM FARMER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

ORLANDO, Fla. —
The NFL will play on
every day of  the week
but Tuesday this sea-
son.

In addition to its
“Black Friday” game
— a budding tradition
that began last season
— the league
announced it will
schedule a Week 1
game on Friday, Sept. 6,
to be played in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, and
streamed exclusively
on NBC’s Peacock.
That will mark the first
time in more than 50
years that the NFL has
played on Friday night
of  opening weekend.

The Philadelphia
Eagles have been desig-
nated as the home team
for the Brazil game, but
their opponent has not
been announced.

Christmas falls on a
Wednesday this year,
and the NFL is plan-
ning two games on

that day. Because Sun-
day-Wednesday is too
tight a turnaround,
each of  the four teams
playing on Christmas
will play the previous
Saturday. In a larger
sense, this conceivably
allows the NFL to
experiment with a
Wednesday-Saturday
format for future sea-
sons.

What’s more, Ama-
zon’s Prime Video is
getting a wild-card
game. That will mark
the second time a post-
season game will be
available exclusively
via a streaming serv-
ice. Peacock got a wild-
card game last season.

“As media consump-
tion habits evolve, the
NFL continues to
work with our part-
ners to put our games
on digital platforms
where our fans are
increasingly spending
their time,” said Hans
Schroeder, NFL execu-
tive vice president of
media distribution.

By STEVE HENSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES —
Shohei Ohtani’s calm,
deliberate delivery Monday
of  his version of  events sur-
rounding the payment of
his longtime interpreter
Ippei Mizuhara’s gambling
debts leaves no doubt
where he stands on the mat-
ter.

He does not and never
has placed bets on any
sport. He was oblivious to
the alleged theft by
Mizuhara of  millions of
dollars from his bank
account. He is shocked and
saddened. Lawyers can
take it from here. Play ball!

And by the way, Ohtani
unequivocally branded his
former close friend, work-
out partner and right-hand
man as a liar and a thief.

That was Ohtani’s take,
at least. The picture was
not so sharply focused from
the bleacher seats.

Since The Los Angeles
Times broke the story that
wire transfers totaling mil-
lions of  dollars were sent
last fall from Ohtani’s bank
account to alleged Orange
County bookmaker Math-
ew Bowyer, questions are
plentiful and answers elu-
sive.

Ohtani took no questions
from the 70-plus media
members in attendance at
Dodger Stadium, leaving
many issues lingering as
Major League Baseball and
the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice join the ongoing probe
by federal authorities into
any role Ohtani might have
played in an illegal sports
gambling operation.

Here are some of  those
questions, along with the
answers available at this
point.

See Ohtani page 7

NFL announces
schedule wrinkles

Ohtani
leaves
questions
after
blaming
Ippei


