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George Hutchens, 60, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

The high temperature
climbed into the low 60s Fri-
day in Jay County. The low
was 36.

Today’s forecast calls for a
high in the mid 60s with an
80% chance of  rain and winds
gusting to 30 miles per hour.
Rain is also expected Sunday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland, will
host an Easter Walk from 10:30
a.m. to noon today.

Tuesday — A look at the
south district commissioner
GOP primary.

Wednesday — Coverage of
the JCHS softball team’s game
at Blackford.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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The two vehicles pictured above collided about 4:15 p.m. Thursday at the intersection of Indiana 1 and Indiana
26 in rural Portland. An 8-year-old girl, Adalynn Patrick, sustained severe head trauma from the crash and was in critical
condition Friday at Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis.

Child critical

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

It’s construction sea-
son.

Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT)
construction projects to
pave U.S. 27 in Portland
and replace a bridge near
Jay County Junior-Senior
High School are sched-
uled to get started next
week.

INDOT announced that
crews from Brooks Con-
struction of  Fort Wayne
will begin paving U.S. 27
(Meridian Street)
between county road 100
North and county road
200 South on Monday. The
project also includes
reconstructing Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act
ramps to sidewalks with
extended “bump outs” at
some intersections in the
downtown area. New traf-
fic signals will be
installed as well.

The highway will stay
open during construction
with temporary lane

restrictions. Some inter-
sections may have tempo-
rary stop signs while traf-
fic signals are being
replaced.

Another INDOT project
scheduled to begin on or
after Monday involves
HIS Constructors of  Indi-
anapolis putting a new
deck on the Indiana 67
bridge over the Salam-
onie River between coun-
ty road 125 South and
Indiana 26, just south of
Jay County High School.
New guardrails will also
be installed.

As with the downtown
project, the highway will
remain open but there
will be lane closures dur-
ing construction.

The project is expected
to be complete by the end
of  August.

Just outside of  Jay
County, Milestone Con-
tractors will begin work
next week to replace the
U.S. 27 bridge over the
Mississinewa River
between Indiana 28 and

Randolph County road
850 North.

The highway will remain
open during the project but
will be reduced to one lane.

Temporary traffic signals
will be in place.

There is a “wide load
restriction” during the
project, with the detour

posted as Indiana 28, Indi-
ana 1 and Indiana 67.

The project is expected to
be complete in mid Octo-
ber.

Road, bridge
projects will
start next week

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

An 8-year-old Portland girl is
hospitalized following a colli-
sion Thursday on the county’s
west side.

Adalynn Patrick was in criti-
cal condition Friday afternoon
at Riley Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis after suffering
severe head trauma in a colli-
sion about 4:15 p.m. Thursday at
the intersection of  Indiana 1
and Indiana 26.

The drivers of  the vehicles

involved in the accident —
Tabatha L. Fleming of  Portland
and Jeremiah J. Landers of
Dunkirk — were both transport-
ed to Lutheran Hospital in Fort
Wayne following the collision.

Landers, 37, was driving his
2008 Chevrolet Silverado north
on Indiana 1 and approaching
the intersection with Indiana
26. He told police he was looking
at a vehicle that was located off
the east side of  the highway and
didn’t notice the southbound
2007 Dodge Magnum driven by

the 29-year-old Fleming headed
his way. Landers was beginning
to turn onto Indiana 26 and his
vehicle went in front of  Flem-
ing’s causing them to collide
virtually head-on.

Fleming’s vehicle went off
the southwest corner of  the
intersection and stopped in a
ditch, with Landers’ vehicle
stopping in the middle of  Indi-
ana 1 and blocking both lanes of
traffic.

Patrick — Fleming’s daugh-
ter and a passenger in the vehi-

cle — was flown by Lutheran
Air to Riley Children’s Hospital.
She was not strapped into her
seat at the time of  the crash.

Fleming complained of  leg
pain, and Landers complained
of  pain all over his body.

According to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report, Landers
was administered an alcohol
and drug blood test. Results are
pending.

Both vehicles were towed,
with damage estimated between
$25,000 and $50,000. 

8-year-old girl suffered severe head trauma in
collision Thursday at Indiana 1 and Indiana 26

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Crews from Brooks Construction will begin paving U.S. 27 (Meridian
Street) in Portland between county road 200 South (pictured) to county road
100 North next week. A separate project will install a new deck on the Indiana
27 over the Salamonie River near Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

One Republican candi-
date is critical of  current
commissioners.

The other hopes to bring
a new perspective to the
group.

Mike Leonhard and Doug
Horn will face off  in the
May primary for Republi-
can nomination for com-
missioner in the north dis-
trict.

The seat is currently held
by Rex Journay, who decid-
ed not to run for a second
term.

Horn, who turns 65 in
April, is a lifelong farmer. A
1977 Jay County High
School graduate, he former-
ly served as president of
Jay County Farm Bureau
and as a member of  the
Adams County Co-Op
Board of  Directors.

This is Horn’s first time
running for office, but he
has been involved with the
Jay County Republican
Party for at least 35 years.
His first wife, Carla, who
died in 2021, is a former
chair for the Republican
Party in Jay County. His
daughter, Jenae Blasdel,
currently serves as party
chair.

Horn’s farming opera-
tions have slowed down, he
explained, giving him more
time to turn his attention
toward a county office.

“I feel like I’ve got some
time and maybe some expe-
rience to give something
back to the county,” he
said.

Leonhard is a 1966 Port-
land High School graduate
and a Vietnam War veter-
an. At 76, he’s retired from
contracting but still contin-
ues to do work on the side.
Leonhard has served three
previous terms as county
commissioner, from 1997
through 2004 and again
from 2017 through 2020. He
served on Jay County
Council in between his
commissioner terms.

Leonhard lost to Journay
in the 2020 Republican pri-
mary for commissioner in
the north district.

He said he’s running
because he disagrees with
some decisions made by
county officials in recent
years, such as tabling fund-
ing requests previously
approved by Jay County
Council. Another concern,
he said, is tension between
Jay County Development
Corporation and commis-
sioners.

“JCDC is an avid asset to
Jay County,” said Leon-
hard.

He spoke critically of
county officials investing
in consultants to determine
how to spend money, as well
as commissioners’ decision
to contract for two years
with East Central Indiana
Regional Planning District
at $100,000 annually.

“I think it’s a waste of
taxpayers’ money,” he said.
“If  everybody knows me …
I’m not afraid to open my
mouth, and I’m not afraid
to step on toes.”

See North page 2

Former office
holder,

longtime farmer
running for

commissioner

Horn,
Leonhard
seek nod
in north
district



Hit pole
An Ossian woman hit a

utility pole along county
road 300 North in Jay Coun-
ty about 5:30 a.m. Thursday.

Hali N. Heath, 32, was
driving a 2007 Ford E-350
east when she drove off  the
south side of  the road and
hit a pole. She told police
there was ice on her vehi-

cle’s windshield, making
her unable to see the road.
The pole wasn’t damaged.
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A pork chop dinner 
will be provided.

Awards and a live auction 
will follow the dinner.

6:30 p.m. 
Friday, 

April 5, 2024
in the Jay County 

Junior-Senior High School 
auxiliary gym

Jay County FFA
Parent - Member 
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309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141
O!ce Hours:

Tuesday - Friday  10 am - 4 pm

Today
Wright, Helen: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Doherty, Myrtle: 11 a.m.,
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

April 6
Rathburn, Justin: 10 a.m.,

Feller and Clark Funeral Home,
1860 Center St., Auburn.

Steveson, Emilie: 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut
St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Domestic battery
A Dunkirk man was

arrested Thursday for
domestic battery.

Kyle D. Hitchens, 29, 108
Rick Drive, was preliminar-
ily charged with two Level 6
felonies for domestic bat-
tery, a Level 6 felony for
strangulation and a Class A
misdemeanor for interfer-
ing in the reporting of  a
crime.

He was being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony 
arrests

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
Horn said he’s been trying to

learn more about the conflict
between JCDC and commission-
ers.

“They should have a feel for
what’s needed, I would hope,” he
said of  JCDC.

He noted the contract with
East Central Indiana Regional
Planning District and said it
appears as though the county has
two groups doing similar jobs.

“I don’t know if  I’m in it deep
enough to make a (decision), but
I know my philosophy is, local
first, or do things in-house,” he
said. “I would like to see (JCDC)
stay as a good functioning unit
that, you know, because I feel like
they know what’s best for the
county.”

Horn’s focus as a commission-

er, he said, would be taking care
of  commissioners’ responsibili-
ties first. (Commissioners serve
as the executive body or the leg-
islative body.) He mentioned
employee retention and road
maintenance as two examples.

“I want to make sure we take
care of  what we’re supposed to
be taking care of  first, and then
see what we can do next,” said
Horn.

He noted inflation’s impact on
the country and talked about cre-
ating a long-term plan for incom-
ing dollars, including one-time
grants. He also advocated for
having a farmer on the board to
share their perspective.

Overall, Horn said he doesn’t
have a specific agenda for
change.

“I’m not here to knock any-

thing anybody else’s done,” he
said. “I just want to help the
other two commissioners do a
good job for the county.”

Addressing other issues, Leon-
hard spoke about the need for
different types of  housing. He
criticized county officials for
purchasing 68 acres on the west
side of  Portland for more than
the initial asking price and
agreeing to let the property
owner continue to farm the land
for the rest of  the year at no cost.
(The land is being considered as
a means to attract housing devel-
opment.) He also questioned
whose responsibility — the city
or county — it would be to build
infrastructure for housing in the
area, which is within Portland
city limits.

Horn said he would like to

learn more about the housing
project before saying he is in
favor or against the idea.

“It sounds great, if  you could
get development,” he said. “My
one question would be, if  we
need housing … what makes that
the great place to have it?”

He noted various buildings in
municipalities that could be
potentially revitalized for hous-
ing.

Jay County officials agreed in
February to commit $3.9 million
toward a project from Main-
stream Fiber Networks to install
395 miles of  fiberoptic or fixed
wireless internet across the
county.

Both Leonhard and Horn advo-
cated for ensuring the company’s
service will be adequate and
worth the investment.

Leonhard said candidates
should vote for him because he
“works for the Jay County tax-
payer.”

“I want to know what’s going
to benefit Jay County,” he said.
“And if  I become a commission-
er, 100%, don’t have to worry
about a 40-hour a week job or
anything like that. I’m on call 24
hours a day if  I need to be.”

Horn advocated for his experi-
ence and long-time residency in
Jay County.

“I’ve been here all my life,”
Horn said. “I’m not leaving, and
Jay County’s my home, and I
want to do a good job for it …
while I don’t know everything
that’s going on right now in
there, I think I can help make the
decisions that will benefit the
county.”

George Hutchens
George “Donnie” Hutchens, age 60,

a resident of  Portland, passed away
at his home in Portland. 

Donnie was born Nov. 3, 1963, in
Portland, Indiana, the son of  George
and Rosa Lea (Roe) Hutchens. He
graduated from Jay County High
School and attended Vincennes Uni-
versity. 

Donnie previously worked as a
cook at Richards Restaurant in Port-
land where he was affectionally
known as Uncle Donnie. He also
worked at W&M Manufacturing and
Priority Plastics in Portland. Donnie

enjoyed singing
karaoke where he
could be found per-
forming for the resi-
dents at Persimmon
Ridge in Portland. 

Survivors include:
His sister — Linda

Aker (husband: Mike),
Portland, Indiana 

Several nieces, nephews, great-
nieces and great-nephews

He was preceded in death by his
parents, George and Rosa Lea
Hutchens; and two sisters, Brenda
Hartley and Bonnie Grigsby. 

Private graveside services will be

held at a later date at Green Park
Cemetery in Portland. 

Arrangements entrusted to
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Fort Wayne Mayor Tom
Henry died Thursday night follow-
ing a battle with stomach cancer.
Earlier in the day, his family
announced the city leader was in
hospice care after suffering a med-
ical emergency on Wednesday.

In his stead, Deputy Mayor Karl
Bandemer will lead the city. A cau-
cus will choose a successor within 30
days.

In late February Henry, a Democ-
rat, informed the public that he had
been diagnosed with Stage 3 stom-
ach cancer. He was in the first year
of  his fifth term as Fort Wayne

mayor, a position he has held since
2008.

Top statewide officials shared their
condolences with the Henry family
following the news.

“For anyone involved in statewide
public service, Mayor Tom Henry
was synonymous with Fort Wayne,”
Gov. Eric Holcomb said in a state-
ment. “He was a Mayor’s mayor, but
also a Governor’s Mayor. You could
call him for anything, for advice or
about a loved one, and I did. Janet and
I extend our heartfelt condolences to
his community of  friends, coworkers
and most importantly his blessed leg-
endary family during such a difficult
time.”

Two House Democrats represent-

ing Fort Wayne also praised the work
accomplished by Henry.

“In losing Tom, Fort Wayne has
truly lost an icon, but his legacy lives
on,” said Rep. Kyle Miller. “As we
move forward, our community will
honor the progress he made in Fort
Wayne during his tenure.”

House Minority Leader Phil
GiaQuinta called Henry “a giant in
the history of  our city.”

“Tom’s love of  Fort Wayne is what
kept him going,” GiaQuinta said.
“You can see him all over Fort Wayne
– in the flourishing small businesses,
in kids playing in the parks and in the
city skyline irrevocably shaped for
the better by his vision and leader-
ship.”

North ...

Obituaries

Hutchens

FW mayor died on Thursday
Lotteries

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-6-1
Daily Four: 3-7-1-2
Quick Draw: 1-2-6-9-14-

15-18-27-36-40-46-50-51-55-
56-59-66-70-73-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-2-9
Pick 4: 1-3-5-3

Pick 5: 0-0-4-3-4
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 23-27-

29-34-38
Jackpot: $130,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$935 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.37
April corn ................4.37
Wheat ......................4.40

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.49
April corn ................4.49
May corn..................4.49

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.29
April corn ................4.27
Beans ......................11.74

April beans ............11.77
Wheat ......................5.36

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.19
April corn ................4.20
Beans ......................11.74
April beans ............11.76
Wheat .......................5.20

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.36
April corn ................4.36
Beans ......................11.60
April beans ............11.60
Wheat ......................4.95

In 1865, the Crimean
War ended after partici-
pants signed the Treaty
of  Paris. Russia lost to
the Ottoman Empire,
France, Britain and
Sardinia.

In 1867, the United
States bought Alaska
from Russia at a price
of  what was then $7.2
million. The United
States acquired nearly
600,000  square miles at
less than 2 cents an
acre.

In 1981, President
Ronald Reagan was shot
outside a hotel in Wash-
ington, D.C. Reagan sur-
vived, and the man
attempting the assassi-
nation, John Hinckley
Jr., served more than 41

years under court
restrictions. He was
found not guilty by rea-
son of  insanity, but he
spent more than three
decades at a hospital in
Washington. He was
fully released in 2022.

In 2003, New York
City enacted a law ban-
ning cigarette smoking
in workplaces, includ-
ing restaurants and
bars.

In 2017, Jay County
High School’s girls bas-
ketball and volleyball
teams were moved to
Class 3A in the IHSAA.
Patriot boys and girls
soccer teams also shift-
ed to a three-class sys-
tem.

— The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board of  Directors, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

CR almanac

58/49 58/45 58/35 42/32 49/32
Sunday

has a 50%
chance of rain
with a higher
chance at
night. Gusts
may reach 20
mph.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Thursday,
when the high
will be around
49 degrees.

Wednes-
day has a
slight chance
of showers
under mostly
cloudy skies.

There’s a
90% chance of
thunderstorms
on Monday.
The low may
hit 45.

Tuesday
has a 60%
chance of
thunder-
storms and
rain, with a
high of 58.

Sunday
3/31

Monday
4/1

Tuesday
4/2

Wednesday
4/3

Thursday
4/4



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-

cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For

more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.

DEAR ABBY: After 30
years, I’m considering fil-
ing for divorce. My hus-
band has always had
anger problems, which
I’ve put up with all this
time. I’m not sure I want
to go on dealing with this
issue for the rest of  my
life. What stopped me
before was our two chil-
dren. I was afraid to be a
single mother because my
mom was a widow with
four children, and I saw
what she went through
financially and emotion-
ally without a husband. 

Now that my children
are grown and on their
own, there’s nothing stop-
ping me but fear of  not
being able to support
myself. My husband
makes more than I do, and
I have bills I need to pay.
If  I rent an apartment,
I’m not sure I can swing
it. I know the first step is
to find a lawyer and dis-
cuss my options, but I’m
afraid my husband will

beg me to stay, which he
has done in the past.
Please help me decide
what to do. — MAYBE
READY TO GO IN INDI-
ANA

DEAR MAYBE
READY: I’m glad to
offer you a suggestion.
Talk to an attorney now
and find out what your
options may be if  you
don’t stay with an abu-
sive, bad-tempered hus-
band. Once you know
where you stand, you
can then decide
whether your hus-
band’s begging is
enough incentive to
spend the rest of  your
life being treated the
way he has treated you.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku      
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Optimist Day
Portland Evening Optimist Club recently celebrated Optimist Day by reading “The Little

Engine That Could” to the students at Head Start.  Each student was given a copy of the
storybook.

Jay County High School hosted
its annual Academic Awards ban-
quet March 18.

Funded by Portland Morning
and Evening Optimists, the event
honored 96 students, each repre-
senting the top 10% of  their class.
Freshmen and sophomores had
to have a 4.0 GPA to qualify, jun-
iors had to have a 4.159 GPA and
seniors had to have a 4.192 GPA. 

Those in the freshman class
honored were Caylin Aker, Ariel
Beiswanger, Wyatt Bihn, Dakota
Blalock, Beckett Brandenburg,
Chloe Byrum, Peyton Carpenter,
Declan Earnhart, Tessa Frazee,

Joseph Geesaman, Trinity Glass-
ford, Dawson Goldsworthy, Lydia
Johnson, John Lin, Lexi Litmer
and Liam McBride.

Also Paycie McCoy, Alison
McGraw, Wyatt Mock, Angie
Navarro Garcia, Daniela Orozco
Muñoz, Madison Paxson, Ella
Rigby, Moa Sakamoto, Brenna
Schmiesing, Hallie Schwieter-
man, Elijah Stockton, Allison
Tipton, Lynzie Tobe, Carley
Trinidad, Isabel Vazquez and
Jacob Weitzel.

Sophomores honored were
Reba Ashcraft, Garrett Bennett,
Joseph Boggs, Francisco Bravo,

Anthony Castro Martell, Bren-
nan Chrisman, Raniah Cross,
Cara DeRome, Logan Doll, Faith
Faulkner, Maria Hemmelgarn,
Sophia Hoevel and Kayla Jet-
more.

Also Lillian Johnson, Mya
Kunkler, Nicholas Laux, Drew
Muhlenkamp, Lani Muh-
lenkamp, Raylah Newton, Kate-
lyn Rowles, Jacey Smith, Kade
Sommers, Andrew Stouder,
Gradin Swoveland and Kenzie
Tobe.

Juniors honored were Adam
Alig, Coryn Blalock, Keira Cor-
win, Kadon Craig, Morgan

DeHoff, Eli Dirksen, Meredith
Dirksen, Luke Fugiett, Blake
Kahlig, Audrey Muhlenkamp,
Duston Muhlenkamp, Levi Muh-
lenkamp, Cameran Paxson,
Adamaris Ruiz Herrera, Made-
lynn Snow, Ella Stockton, Carter
Wellman and Mallory Winner.

Seniors award recipients, along
with their honored teachers,
were as follows: Zion Beiswanger
with Chantel Beiswanger; Han-
nah Boggs with Liz Lawson;
Isabella Denton with Hilarie
Muhlenkamp; Maggie Dillon
with Amy Dillon; Breanna Dirk-
sen with Cathy Fugiett; Madyson

Fraley with Scott Clamme; Bren-
na Haines with Melanie Stock-
ton; Willow Hardy with Meg
Mauger; Joske Herndon with
Jenny Weitzel; Garrett Hime with
CJ Yoder; Kenzie Landon with
Gina Brockman; Nicholas Lyons
with Katie Loy; Danielle May
with Katie Kerns; Mason Muh-
lenkamp with Kyle Love; Molly
Muhlenkamp with Kim Bye;
Parker Nichols with Tim
Millspaugh; Ty Paxson with Kyle
Love; Sophia Saxman with Bill
Saxman; Gage Sims with Katie
Loy; and Emily Smith with
Judith Smith.

Ninety-six students honored for academics

Dear
Abby

Patience has
finally run out

Community Calendar
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To the editor:
Last month, a fundrais-

ing event was held to
remember Mandy Theur-
er.

Mandy was a lifelong
resident of  Jay County
who at the age of  26 was
killed in a single car acci-
dent nine years ago.
Mandy’s family and
friends host this event to
remember Mandy and to
raise funds to help those
in need in our communi-
ty. 

We would like to thank
everyone for their gener-
ous support of  our efforts
by either donating or bid-
ding on an auction item
or attending the meal. If
you sent us a monetary
donation, thank you. If
you thought of  us and of
what we are trying to do,

thank you. If  you thought
of  Mandy that day and
smiled, thank you.

We appreciate you all,
for the kind words, the
monetary generosity and
all that pertains to what
we do. We don’t know
how much longer we will
be able to do this event,
but we know we have the
support of  our communi-
ty and those we serve.

Respectfully,
Roger and Charlene

Theurer
Rural Jay County

Thank you for
supporting event

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Whenever I find myself
baffled by a trend or even a
specific decision in the tra-
ditional media world, I look
to Jay Rosen for his perspec-
tive. Rosen is a professor of
journalism at New York Uni-
versity’s Arthur L. Carter
Journalism Institute. 

He’s risen in prominence
recently as a result of  his
“it’s not the odds, it’s the
stakes” advice he has given
the media on how to cover
the 2024 elections. What he
means by this is the cover-
age should be grounded in
what the November choices
mean, not the daily drama
of  polls, gotcha moments
and the scoreboard. 

Consumers of  media con-
tent should follow his advice
too. Too often, consumers
forget that we are partners
in the market. Never has
that been more important. 

Late last week, NBC News
hired recently ousted
Republican National Com-
mittee Chairperson, Ronna
McDaniel, as a political con-
tributor. The move has
caused an avalanche of
reaction. 

McDaniel has been an
election denier since the
“Big Lie” was spawned in
2020. She participated and
led efforts, particularly in
her home state of  Michigan,
to overturn the results. She
still refuses to admit Joe
Biden won an election that
ultimately wasn’t all that
close. 

Democrats always cringe
when a former, high-rank-
ing Republican lands a gig
at a prominent news desk.
This one is different though.
In honor of  Professor Rosen
and the spirit of  telling it
like it is, the most obvious
problem with NBC’s deci-
sion is this simple:
McDaniel is a liar. 

The “newsroom” at the
network isn’t pleased about
this at all. NBC’s own Chuck
Todd blasted the hire on
“Meet the Press” Sunday
morning. He was joined by
the Boston Globe’s Kimberly
Atkins Stohr, who said
McDaniel’s “credibility was
shot” over the years, and
that “she habitually lied.”

Democrats and journal-
ists are mad. Surely Repub-
licans are happy, right?

Not immediately, they
weren’t. 

McDaniel is unpopular on
that side of  the political
spectrum too. Republicans
don’t like her because, well,

you-know-who wanted her
removed from the RNC post,
therefore, she must be bad.
Of  course, all she did in her
old job from February of
2017 until two weeks ago, is
exactly what Donald Trump
wanted her to do. A lot of
good that did her. 

She never produced a pos-
itive election cycle in that
role, according to Axios. She
oversaw a net loss of  eight
governor’s offices, four U.S.
Senate seats, 20 seats in the
U.S. House and the presiden-
cy. Oh, and the RNC is run-
ning low on cash now. Hav-
ing money to fund cam-
paigns is its primary reason
for existing. Not a great
resumé. 

However, it is silly to
blame McDaniel for all of
that. She hasn’t been free-
lancing these past seven
years. She’s been taking
orders. Even though she has
relentlessly stuck to the big
lie her now former boss dic-
tated, the casualty was her
own credibility, something
that is now dead and buried.
Then Trump fired her.

She has one friend in Car-
rie Budoff  Brown, NBC’s
Senior Vice President for
Politics, who hired her. Oth-
erwise, I’m struggling to
find McDaniel’s constituen-
cy, or value. 

Following the objections
of  Todd and Stohr, the
Republican machine began
trying to generalize the
objections to her hiring as
simple partisanship, ignor-
ing how this specific hire is
different. 

In any media outlet’s nec-
essary quest for credibility,
she’s a liar first, a Republi-
can second. That’s the dif-
ference. 

Consumers need to do
their part and turn NBC
News off. If  she stays on the
job at the network, and its
audience doesn’t revolt,
whose fault is it when her
lies evolve into, as McDaniel
herself  would describe it,
“typical political dis-
course?”

It’s a self-inflicted wound
to the credibility of  a major
media outlet. These moves
make defending profession-
al journalists unnecessarily
difficult, encouraging the

public to simply question it
all.

As an example, pay atten-
tion to the coming story
from Kent Babb, an inves-
tigative sports reporter
from the Washington Post.
He has been working on a
story about flamboyant and
controversial LSU women’s
basketball coach, Kim
Mulkey, for two years. She’s
expecting an unflattering
report, as we all are, but she
is threatening to sue and
questioning all media in the
process. 

Read Babb’s last LSU
story and decide for your-
selves if  he’s a pro. Spoiler:
he is. 

The media market will
respond to consumers. We
should speak with our view-
ership, our wallets and our
feet, like we do in every
other market. We shouldn’t
just keep consuming it like
we can’t taste that it’s rot-
ten. Credibility is the prod-
uct.

This market will give us
what we value, if  we keep
demanding it. 

Jay Rosen would say the
stakes are too high not to.
He is absolutely correct,
again.  

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, edu-

cator and a communication
consultant in Indianapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
is an independent, nonprofit
news organization. Its web-
site is indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

Media is having moment
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By JENS LUDWIG
and JACOB MILLER
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

While gun violence declined
last year, a closer look at the
data reveals a striking and sur-
prising trend. While the total
number of  shootings is going
down, the lethality of  shootings
— the odds of  someone dying in
a shooting — seems to be going
up. If  that trend holds, it could
have massive consequences for
gun violence in America, with
hundreds or thousands more
homicides per year.

A few years ago at a Chicago
police station, one of  us saw
why this is happening. Officers
who had stopped some
teenagers in a car dropped on a
desk what they had found dur-
ing that stop: a semi-automatic
pistol with a giant drum maga-
zine appended to the bottom,
which would allow the user to
fire 100 rounds before reload-
ing. That kind of  alteration
seems to be more common
across the country and is lead-
ing to shootings becoming more
deadly.

We can see the tragedies that
result from data from Chicago
over the past 13 years.

The number of  high-capacity
magazines, holding 15 or more
rounds, that police recover on
the streets has increased six-
fold. That trend is interacting in
an unhelpful way with the
development of  so-called Glock
switches. One of  the most effec-
tive gun laws in federal history
came from President Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s efforts in the
1930s to ban machine guns.
What’s left on the market are
semi-automatic firearms that
fire once every time the trigger
is pulled.

Glock switches are post-mar-
ket devices that convert these
guns into automatic firearms;
that is, anyone with $50 and an
internet connection can turn a
regular semi-automatic firearm
into a machine gun. While these
were unheard of  in 2010, last
year, Chicago police seized 447
guns modified to fire fully auto-
matically. From a public safety
perspective, it’s not ideal for
someone to be able to fire 100
rounds without having to
reload; it’s even less ideal for
those 100 rounds to be fired at a
machine gun rate.

More high-capacity maga-
zines and Glock switches have
led the number of  shell casings
recovered at each shooting to
surge. The number of  shooting
scenes in which police recov-
ered 20 or more casings
increased from 23 in 2010, less
than 1% of  total shooting inci-
dents, to 386 last year — or near-
ly 16% of  total shooting inci-
dents.

Why is this such a big prob-
lem? The more rounds fired in
each shooting, the higher the
chances someone is hit — in
particular, multiple times.

That’s reflected in a rising
shooting fatality rate, from 1 in
7 (12.6%) to closer to 1 in 5 today
(18.7%). With 2,000 to 3,000
shootings per year in Chicago,
seemingly small differences in
lethality can have a large
impact on total homicides. In
2023, the city had 184 more fatal
shootings than it would have
had if  lethality had not
increased. That’s equal to about
one-third of  the total homicides
in Chicago last year. That’s 184
families devastated by the loss
of  a mother, brother, father, son
or daughter, families that now
will never be the same.

This isn’t limited to Chicago.
Data from Philadelphia and Los
Angeles show that shooting
lethality has increased in those
cities as well. If  the fatality rate
hadn’t increased in Los Ange-
les, that city would have had 49
fewer homicides last year.
Philadelphia would have had 69
fewer homicides.

This trend has a little bit of  a
“back to the future” flavor.
Thirty years ago, the federal
government banned high-
capacity magazines that held 10
or more rounds. But that ban
was allowed to sunset. We’re
seeing the consequences play
out across the country, particu-
larly in our most economically
disadvantaged urban neighbor-
hoods.

Amid America’s heated
debate over gun control, survey
data suggests high-capacity
magazines might be an area of
reasonably bipartisan consen-
sus: Most Americans agree you
don’t need a 100-round maga-
zine and a Glock switch to hunt
or protect your home against
an invader. Yet these are having
devastating consequences for
public health.

Glock switches and high-
capacity magazines may be low-
hanging fruit for legislators.
Targeting them potentially
could save a remarkable num-
ber of  lives in short order.

••••••••••
Ludwig is the Edwin A. and

Betty L. Bergman distinguished
service professor at the Universi-
ty of  Chicago and Pritzker
director of  the University of
Chicago Crime Lab. Miller is an
analyst at the University of
Chicago Crime Lab.

We are seeing a
lethal shift in crisis

It’s a
self-inflicted
wound to the

credibility
of a major

media outlet.
These moves

make defending
professional
journalists

unnecessarily
difficult,

encouraging
the public
to simply

question it all.
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The fast and the humorous

1) What auto maker produced both
the Protege and the Millenia?

2) What late night host was just the second to
be president of Harvard Lampoon for two years?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Mazda
2) Conan O’Brien
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR
190 FARMERS
COLUMN

190 FARMERSCLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.  

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
March 30th, 2024 

9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Oak curved glass drop
head secretary/book-

case; Northland Oak ice
box; Sellers kitchen cab-
inet; 1 pc. pie safe cup-
board with 6 tins; Coca
Cola cooler; Scat Car

Junior
pedal car; lightning rods
with balls and arrows;
Oak wall telephone;
METAL BANKS: pig,

elephant, donkey, horse,
and safe to name a few;

lightning rod balls;
Wapak irons; Coca Cola
lady head bank; MAR-
BLES: swirls and sulfite;

pocket watches to
include 14K; Anvil;
Lladro figurines and
bells; Matchbox cars;
electric smoker; and
many other items not

listed.
TOOLS

Craftsman power router;
1024 MD snowblower,
like new; Craftsman 10”
radial arm saw; Crafts-
man edger; McCulloch
electric chain saw; fold-
ing scaffolding ladder;
shovels; camp stove;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note we will be
running 2 rings a portion
of the day. Doors will

open at 8:00 a.m. day of
auction for preview.

JO ELLEN JOHNSTON,
Owner &

WELLS FAMILY, Owner
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning,
April 6th, 2024
9:30 A.M..

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS-GUNS
Crosley refrigerator;
Maytag washer; GE

dryer; upright freezer; 4
pc. queen size bedroom
suit; glass door knobs;
copper tea pots; Barbi-
es; Indian baskets; INDI-

AN
ARTIFACTS: Over 125
pieces to include arrow-
heads, spear points, and

axe; sugar bucket;
cheese boxes; maga-
zine rack; crocks; J

Stevens Arms Co Little
Scout 22 long rifle; J
Stevens Arms Co 22

long rifle; Mossburg 410
rifle; Heritage Rough

Rider 22L revolver; Red
Ryder BB gun; and

many other items not
listed.

4 x 4 – ZERO TURN
MOWER - TOOLS

Yamaha Rhino 700 – 4 x
4 with 2,622 miles;

Husqvarna PZ60 – 60”
zero turn mower with 31
hp engine; Troy Bilt 21”
self propelled mower;
John Deere manure
spreader,JD EV chain
saw; tool cabinet on

rollers; Western Saddle;
English Saddle; and
many other items not

listed.
WILKINS FAMILY

AND
NASH FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
April 1st, 2024. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

220 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE 2 Vacant
Lots 100x48. Parcel
numbers 38-07-21-103-
003.000-034 38-07-21-
103-004.000.034 call
260-726-7409  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
THE REDKEY TOWN
COUNCIL will be except-
ing sealed bids on a
2014 Chevy Impala. This
vehicle will be sold as is.
Turn sealed bids into
Redkey Town Hall 8922
West State Road 67,
Redkey, IN 47373 and
will be opened at the
Town Council Meeting on
04/18/2024. Purchasing
will go to the highest bid-
der. The Redkey Town
Council has the right to
refuse any and all bids. 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

The Commercial Review
Saturday, March 30, 2024 Classifieds Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?

Call our 

Circulation Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
in 

The

Commercial

Review

C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
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D

  A
D
S

726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Women’s Building  at the Jay County Fairgrounds, 

806 E Votaw Street, Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

APRIL 6, 2024
9:30 A.M.

OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS – GUNS - HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Crosley refrigerator; Maytag washer; GE dryer; upright freezer; 4 pc. queen size
bedroom suit; table with 6 chairs and 2 extra leaves; china hutch; dining room
table with 8 chairs and 2 extra boards; pie safe, painted; metal table with 4 chairs;
wood high chair; trunk; occasional tables; wood rockers; lamp stands; lamps;
commode, painted; coffee table; wash stands; wood washer; sewing stand;
mantel clock; wall clock; glass door knobs; wood chairs; copper tea pots;
Barbies; child’s trunk; #6 crock; license plates; candy jar; Lightning jar; metal
retro chair; Royal typewriter; bookshelf; gate leg table; Indian baskets; INDIAN
ARTIFACTS:   Over 125 pieces to include arrowheads, spear points, and axe;
sugar bucket; cheese boxes; magazine rack; crocks; J Stevens Arms Co Little
Scout 22 long rifle; J Stevens Arms Co 22 long rifle; Mossburg 410 rifle;
Heritage Rough Rider 22L revolver; Red Ryder BB gun; holster; outdoor light
up trees and wreath; fan; apple peeler; toaster oven; IH light up sign; folding
stool; Temptation dishes; large George Foreman grill; Keurig coffee makers;
recipe books; hurricane lamps; baking dishes; mixing bowls; Seasonal
dinnerware; Christmas set of dishes; air purifier; decorations; wreaths; Christmas
tree; telephones; lawn chairs; folding chairs; smoker; small ice box; canning jars;
juicer; Eden Pure Heater; Griswold and Lodge cast iron skillets; 4 drawer file
cabinet; binoculars; Dirt Devel 9.6V vac; and many other items not listed.

4 x 4 – ZERO TURN MOWER - TOOLS
Yamaha Rhino 700 – 4 x 4 with 2,622 miles; Husqvarna PZ60 – 60” zero turn
mower with 31 hp engine; Troy Bilt 21” self propelled mower; John Deere
manure spreader, non working; Heavy Duty 6.5 hp shop vac; Stanley 1.5 hp shop
vac; Stihl BG 50 gas blower; Stihl FS 56 gas weed eater; step ladder; Black &
Decker bit set; pliers; screwdrivers; Stihl FS – 40c gas weed whip; JD EV chain
saw; tool cabinet on rollers; Craftsman drills; hammers; shovels; saw; hole saws;
auger bits; drill bits; Makita 8 ¼ miter saw; wrenches; sockets; step ladder; live
trap; vise; shovels; car ramps; Western Saddle; English Saddle; and many other
items not listed.  

WILKINS FAMILY AND NASH FAMILY
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
CR 3-30-2024

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2024 TERM
CAUSE NO: 

38C01-2402-EU-000005
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE

OF:
LOUANNA J. HURST

(Deceased)
NOTICE OF UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Teresa Alig was appointed as
Personal Representative of
the estate of Louanna J.
Hurst, deceased, on the 5th
day of February, 2024, who
died on the 16th day of Jan-
uary, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated this day of February,
2024.

Jon Eads
CLERK OF THE JAY 

CIRCUIT COURT
COLDREN, FRANTZ &

SPRUNGER
Attorneys at Law

940 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-4220
CR 3-30, 4-6-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY ZONING 

ADMINISTRATION
JAY COUNTY BOARD OF

ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT: Steve & Tony Schwieter-
man, Portland, IN, have filed
with the Jay County Board of
Zoning Appeals a petition,
#Var2024-03-05, requesting a
Variance to the zoning regula-
tions, to wit:

Parcel ID: 
38-08-23-300-008.000-028
Location of Property Af-
fected: 8346 E SR 26, Port-
land, IN, Noble Township,
Section 23 
Description of Action Re-
quested: Requesting a vari-
ance of 90 feet from the road
right-of-way setbacks for the
construction of a new poultry
confined feeding building on
said property.

A public hearing will be held by
said Board on Thursday, April
18, 2024 at 6:00 pm at the Com-
munity Resource Center, 118 S
Meridian Street, Portland, In-
diana. At that time, all inter-
ested persons will be given the
opportunity to be heard in ref-
erence to matters set out in the
petition. The petition and file
on this matter are available for
public inspection at the
Jay/Portland Building & Plan-
ning Department, 118 S Merid-
ian Street Ste E, Portland, Indi-
ana 47371.
If unable to attend the meeting,
the Department will accept let-
ters from the public prior to the
meeting date. Letters may be
sent or taken to the Jay/Port-
land Building Department.

Jay County Board of Zoning
Appeals

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director

Date: 3-26-2024
CR 3-30-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Notice to Taxpayers of Additional Appropriations

Notice is given to the Taxpayers of Jackson Township, Jay
County Indiana that the proper legal officers will consider the
following additional appropriations in excess of the budget for
the current year at their regular meeting place 5341 W 400 N
Portland, IN. 47371 At 6:30 p.m. on the 15th day of April_2024
Fund Name Rainy Day Fund
Major Budget Classification Amount

Capital Outlay $2,500
Total for Rainy Day Fund $2,500

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard. The additional appropriations as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of local Government Finance (DLGF).
The DLGF will make a written determination as to the suffi-
ciency of funds to support the appropriations made within fif-
teen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action taken.

Dated 3-25-2024
Rex A. Pinkerton, Fiscal Officer

CR 3-30-2024 -HSPAXLP
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250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED

AD
in 

The Commercial
Review
CALL

726-8141



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

ST MARYS, Ohio — The
Indians had an early oppor-
tunity to score.

The Roughriders not
only shut it down, but then
cashed for themselves.

The Indians were deflat-
ed until a home run from
Kayla Heitkamp, and then
everything started to click.

After falling behind early,
the Fort Recovery High
School softball team’s
defense picked up as the
bats did their job to escape
with its first win of  the
year — a 5-3 victory over
the host Memorial
Roughriders on Thursday.

“The girls did a great job
today,” FRHS coach Carrie
Schoen said. “They battled
every inning. Everybody
had kind of  a little piece of
that whole win, so super
proud of  everyone.”

After missing its oppor-
tunity and trailing 1-0 after
the first inning, Fort Recov-
ery started the second
inning flat. Adyson Van De
Keere only needed eight
pitches to strike out the
first two batters and got two
quick strikes on Heitkamp.
With an 0-2 count,

Heitkamp hit a blast that
cleared the left-field fence
to tie the game up and lift
the mood.

“I had two strikes on me,
so I was trying to protect
the plate but got a perfect
pitch,” Heitkamp said. “It
felt great. I’ve put in a lot of
hard work to get good at
bats and it’s good to see the
progress that I’ve made.

“I think that gave us con-
fidence that we could hit
off  of  the pitcher and you
just have to believe in your-
self.”

With the game tied, the
Indians’ defense stepped
up, not committing another
error the entire game. Over
the other six innings, Tebbe
only gave up four hits and
three walks that amounted
to two runs. She only faced
four batters in the second
and third innings and
retired the side in order in
the fifth and sixth inning.

“I just understood what

they didn’t like and what
they wanted to hit,” Tebbe
said. “Some didn’t like rise-
balls so that’s what they
got. Others didn’t like it
inside so I focused on the
inside and that really got
them.”

Two of  the first three bat-
ters for FRHS (1-1) reached
base in the game. With only
one out, Kylie Post hit a
ground ball to second base
to advance the runners, but
the inning ended with
Jenna Homan grounding
out to the pitcher.

Memorial took advan-
tage to strike first in the
bottom of  the inning.

Makenzie Henning
reached base on a first-
pitch bunt that she beat out.
She took off  for second base
during the next at bat, and
Post’s throw down sailed
high, allowing Henning to
come all the way around to
score.

See Indians page 9
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WEST WALNUT STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

204 West Walnut Street
Invites you to join us MArch 31st

for a Special Sunrise Service 
• Sunrise Service at 8:30 am
• Breakfast at 9:00am
• Worship  10:00 a.m.

Invite a friend to join us as we celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We can’t wait to see you!

Contact Lindsey at 
L.Cochran@thecr.com 

or (260) 726-8141

Rates do not apply to special sections.
Ads must run in April.

Indians secure first win

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Emma Will reels in a fly ball during the Fort Recovery High School
softball team’s 5-3 win at Memorial on Thursday. Will scored three of the
runs while reaching base in all four of her plate appearances. For more
photos, visit thecr.com.

Defense holds out after
first-inning error

By JOE ARRUDA
Hartford Courant
Tribune News Service

BOSTON – Fueled by
its backcourt, the UConn
men’s basketball pro-
gram is headed back to
the Elite Eight after
pulling away for an 82-52
win over 5-seed San
Diego State in Boston’s
sold-out TD Garden
Thursday night.

Tristen Newton, Cam
Spencer and Stephon
Castle led the way in the
national championship
rematch, combining for
51 points as the reserves
helped UConn (34-3) grow
its lead to as many as 32
late in the second half.

Newton reasserted his

All-American status with
17 points, seven rebounds
and four assists while
Spencer scored 16 of  his
18 points in the first half,
adding five rebounds and
three steals. Castle, a
freshman, recorded his
first double-double of  the
year with 15 points and a
career-high 11 rebounds.

The win tied UConn’s
record for wins in a sea-
son, which was set in
1999, when the program
won its first national
championship. UConn
has won nine consecutive
NCAA Tournament
games by an average of
22.8 points.

See UConn page 9

The Mastodons got
matched up with a
Power 5 team in their
second round of  the
Women’s National
Invitational Tourna-
ment.

The Mastodons
didn’t care as they dom-
inated the Bearcats.

Renna Schwieter-
man added five points
to the Purdue Fort
Wayne women’s basket-
ball team’s 84-58
blowout of  the Cincin-
nati Bearcats on March
24.

Schwieterman
played 13 minutes off
the bench for the
Mastodons in the sec-
ond round of  the WNIT.

She shot a perfect 2-
for-2 from the field with
a 3-pointer. She also
had two rebounds and
an assist before fouling
out of  the contest
halfway through the
fourth quarter.

The Mastodons (23-
12) faced Saint Louis in
the Super 16 on Friday
to earn a chance to play
Wisconsin in the Great
8.

Noah Arbuckle
Jay County —
2020

Picked up the win
while throwing seven
innings for the Hunt-
ington University base-
ball team in the first
game of  a doublehead-
er on Monday.

Arbuckle started the
game for the Foresters
(17-12) by retiring the
first eight batters. A hit
in the third inning did-
n’t do any damage as
the JCHS graduate
retired the side on the
next batter.

To start the fourth,
he gave up a home run,
but only gave up one hit

and zero runs against
the final 15 batters he
faced.

In all, the senior only
gave up three hits and
one walk while striking
out one batter. Hunting-
ton’s offense covered
for the run, by scoring
11 to end the game by
the mercy rule in the
eighth.

Sophie Pearson
FRHS — 2023

Nearly made it
around to score as a
pinch runner for the
Thomas More Universi-
ty softball team in a 4-1
loss Sunday to the Ash-
land Eagles.

Pearson was subbed
in to run for Becca
Mowen in the sixth
inning as the Saints
trailed Ashland 4-0. She
advanced to second on
a wild pitch.

Hailey McAdoo hit a
single to drive in a run
for the Saints (6-21), but
Pearson was thrown
out by the right fielder
when trying to score
from second base.

Maddie
Guggenbiller
FRHS — 2023

Played both games in
the Defiance College
softball team’s double-
header against the
Adrian Bulldogs.

The 2023 graduate of
Fort Recovery High
School reached base
once on a walk in the
pair of  losses for the
Yellowjackets (4-13).

Mastodons
advance in WNIT

UConn clobbers
SDSU in Sweet 16

Collegiate
check-up
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County —
Fort Recovery — Softball at Bath – 11

a.m.; Baseball at Crestview – 12 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Softball at Blackford –

5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball vs.

Lehman Catholic – 5 p.m.; Softball vs.
Celina – 5 p.m.; JV baseball at Coldwa-
ter – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high track at Park-
way – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Baseball vs. Bellmont –

5 p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Blackford – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. Bellmont  – 5:30 p.m.;
Track vs. Blackford  – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track four-team
meet– 4:30 p.m.; Softball vs. Russia – 5
p.m.; JV baseball vs. Minster – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

8:30 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
ToyotaCare 250 (FS1)

8:30 a.m. — Premier League: West
Ham United at Newcastle United (USA)

11 a.m. — Premier League: Crystal
Palace at Nottingham Forest (USA)

11:15 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Toyota Owners 400 (FS1)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basketball
tournament: LSU vs. UCLA (ABC)

1 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions
at Arlington Renegades (FOX)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Houston Open
(NBC)

1:30 p.m. — Premier League: Wolver-
hampton at Aston Villa (NBC)

1:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer:
Borussia Dortmund at Bayern Muchen
(ESPN)

2:30 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
ToyotaCare 250 (FS1)

3 p.m. — College baseball: Minneso-
ta at Iowa (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball tournament: Colorado vs. Iowa
(ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NWSL: Angel City at
Kansas City Current (ESPN)

4 p.m. — MLB: Washington Nationals
at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

4 p.m. — UFL: St. Louis Battlehawks
at Michigan Panthers (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball tournament: Baylor vs. USC
(ESPN)

6 p.m. — College basketball Elite 8:
Illinois vs. UConn (TBS)

7 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees

at Houston Astros (FOX)
8 p.m. — Women’s college basketball

tournament: Duke vs. UConn (ESPN)
8:40 p.m. — College basketball Elite

8: Clemson vs. Alabama (TBS)
10 p.m. — USL Championship: Mem-

phis 901 at Sacramento Republic (FOX)

Sunday
12 a.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
9 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton &

Hove Albion at Liverpool (USA)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Arse-

nal at Manchester City (NBC)
12 p.m. — College softball: Arkansas

at Georgia (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — UFL: D.C. Defenders at

San Antonio Brahmas (ESPN)
12 p.m. — College baseball: Mary-

land at Michigan (BTN)
1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Houston Open

(NBC)
1:40 p.m. — MLB: Washington

Nationals at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indi-
ana)

2:20 p.m. — College basketball Elite
8 (CBS)

3 p.m. — UFL: Memphis Showboats
at Houston Roughnecks (ESPN)

3 p.m. — College baseball: Penn
State at Illinois (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — NHL: Anaheim Ducks at
Vancouver Canucks (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — MLS: Chicago Fire at
Atlanta United (FOX)

4:50 p.m. — College basketball Elite
8 (CBS)

6 p.m. — Major League Rugby: San
Diego at Miami Sharks (FS1)

7 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Toyota
Owners 400 (FOX)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-
nals at Los Angeles Dodgers (ESPN)

Monday
7 p.m. — NBA: Brooklyn Nets at Indi-

ana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — High School basketball:

Powerade Jamfest (ESPN2)

Tuesday
2:30 p.m. — Premier League: Ever-

ton at Newcastle United (USA)
5 p.m. — College softball: Penn State

at Ohio State (BTN)
6:30 p.m. — Girls high school bas-

ketball: McDonald’s All-American Game
(ESPN2)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Philadelphia Phillies (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball NIT:
Utah vs. Indiana State (ESPN)

7 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
Cup: Tigres UANL at Columbus Crew
(FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City
Thunder at Philadelphia 76ers (TNT)

9 p.m. — High school basketball:
McDonald’s All-American Game (ESPN)

9 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
Cup: America at New England Revolution
(FS1)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball NIT:
Georgia vs. Seton Hall (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at
Golden State Warriors (TNT)

10 p.m. — NHL: Vancouver Canucks
at Vegas Golden Knights (ABC)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco
Giants at Los Angeles Dodgers (TBS)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The Roughriders con-

tinued to put pressure on
Indians’ pitcher Brittney
Tebbe, but finished the
inning with only one run.

The only other Memori-
al scores came in the
fourth inning. Cadence
Hirschfeld led off  with a
walk and advanced on a
bunt, a wild pitch and a
groundout to score. A
home run from Ava
Klosterman tied the game
at 3-3.

While the Indians’
defense succeeded,
Memorial struggled on
that side of  the ball, giv-
ing up three errors, both
of  which led to runs even-
tually crossing the plate.

“Errors just impacted
that game way too much,”
said MHS coach Kendra
Solomon. “It was frustrat-
ing for the girls and frus-
trating for all of  us for
that to be the factor that
made the difference in
that game.”

Along with the errors,
FRHS got good offensive
production out of  Emma
Will and Ella Schoen, as
the duo accounted for the
scoring in the third, fifth
and seventh innings.

In the third, Will led off

with a single to center
before stealing second
base. Two batters later,
Schoen hit a hard ground
ball to Hirschfeld at
shortstop that was bob-
bled and thrown away to
allow Will to score. She
later scored on an error
by Shadrach.

In the fifth, Will
reached first on an error
before Schoen’s single
drove her in.

The seventh inning fea-
tured both hitting singles
(and Will stealing second
before Schoen’s at bat) to
score.

“Those were huge,”
Carrie Schoen said. “Any-
time we can get Emma
Will on the basepaths and
get her moving helps us
tremendously.”

Tebbe earned the win,
giving up three runs —
two earned.

Van De Keere suffered
the loss with six hits that
led to five runs, only two
of  which were earned.

Klosterman powered
the Roughriders’ offense,
going 3-for-3 with the
home run.

Ella Schoen led in RBIs
with two while Emma
Will led with three hits
and three runs.

Continued from page 8
Jaedon LeDee went shot-

for-shot with the Huskies to
start the game, but Newton
ripped an offensive
rebound away from him
around the 14-minute mark
and sparked a 12-2 run that
was fueled by a pair of
layups and a 3-pointer from
Spencer.

LeDee finished with 18
points, only three in the
second half, and led his
team with eight rebounds.

Alex Karaban made two
3-pointers in the first four
minutes, the second with
his heel touching the cen-
ter-court logo, as UConn
finished the first half  with
more made 3s (5 for 14) than
it had for the entirety of  the
Round of  32 game against
Northwestern (3 for 22).

But the Huskies went
quiet, making just two of
their 16 shots from the field
from the eight-minute
mark until Spencer
knocked down a midrange
jumper to end a three-
minute scoring drought.
The Aztecs cut their deficit
to four but Spencer scored

UConn’s last seven points
of  the half  to make it a 40-31
lead at the break.

Castle scored six straight
points in the second half  to
help UConn build a 16-point
lead as it continued to dom-
inate the glass. And Hassan
Diarra, who came on to
give Spencer a break after
his own scoreless first half,
continued to stretch the
lead with a pair of  layups
and a 3-pointer from the
corner.

The Huskies finished the
game with a 50-27 rebound-
ing advantage, 21-10 on the
offensive end.

Castle found Donovan
Clingan (eight points, eight
rebounds) for a dunk that
knocked the Aztecs out as
UConn’s lead grew to 21
with seven minutes to play.

UConn is now 13-6 in
Sweet 16 games all time and
advances to the Elite Eight
for the 13th time, where it
holds a 6-6 record. The
Huskies will meet the win-
ner of  3-seed Illinois and 2-
seed Iowa State on Satur-
day for a chance at the
Final Four.

Indians ...

UConn ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Indians junior Kayla Heitkamp smiles as she returns to the dugout
after hitting a home run against Memorial in Thursday’s 5-3 win. Heitkamp’s
home run tied the game at 1-1 and provided the Indians with energy.

Box score
Memorial Roughriders

vs. Fort Recovery Indians

Fort Recovery (1-1)
ab r h bi

Will cf 4 3 3 0
AvGrisez 2b 4 0 0 0
Schoen 3b 3 1 2 2
Post c 4 0 0 0
Homan 1b 3 0 0 0
Tebbe p 3 0 0 0
Wendel ss 3 0 0 0
Heitkamp lf 3 1 1 1
AlGrisez rf 3 0 0 0
Totals 30 5 6 3

Memorial (0-1)
ab r h bi

Helsinger 3b 3 0 0 0
Henning cf 4 1 1 0
Shadrach 2b 3 0 1 0
Van De Keere p 3 0 1 0
Young c 3 0 0 0
Hirschfeld ss 1 1 0 0
Ross lf 3 0 0 0
Weigel rf 3 0 0 1
Klosterman 1b 3 1 3 1
Totals 26 3 6 2

Ft. Recovery 012 010 1 — 5
Memorial 100 200 0 — 3

LOB — Fort Recovery 5, Memorial
7. 3B — Memorial 2 (Shadrach,
Van De Keere). HR — Fort Recov-
ery 1 (Heitkamp), Memorial 1
(Klosterman). SB — Fort Recovery
3 (Will 3).

IP H R ER BB SO
Ft. Rec.
Tebbe 7 6 3 2 5 7

Memorial
Vn De Kre 7 6 5 3 1 9
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