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Mona Fairchild, 91, Port-
land

Emilie Steveson, 84, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  50 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 43. About 1.75
inches of  rain fell Monday
with another 0.8 inches before
noon Tuesday.

More rain, with a chance of
snow, is in tonight’s forecast
with a low in the lower 30s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Portland Plan Commission
will meet at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day at Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland. The agenda includes
an informational meeting
regarding Portland’s zoning
ordinance and the city’s com-
prehensive plan.

Thursday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS softball game
against Delta.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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High water
Rainy weather that began over the weekend led to high water across the area, including this view of the Little

Salamonie River looking south from county road 300 South just west of Boundary Pike. County road 200 South was
closed west of Indiana 1 because of water over the road. Jay County was under a flood warning until 9 a.m. this
morning. More rain, with snow showers possible, is expected tonight.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A recreational vehicle
ordinance stalled.

Discussion about the
proposed rules led to a
heated exchange between
council members and the
mayor.

Portland City Council
held off  on the second read-
ing of  a proposed recre-
ational vehicle ordinance
after hearing conflicting
opinions from members of
the public in attendance
and verbally sparring with
Mayor Jeff  Westlake.

Council heard various
public comments, includ-
ing from Portland Board of
Works member Steve McIn-
tosh who asked for clarifi-
cation about the proposed
ordinance saying he was
confused by the details as
presented in The Commer-
cial Review following the
March 18 meeting.

Council president Kent
McClung read proposed
ordinance, which passed
unanimously on first read-
ing and details the follow-
ing:

•Recreational vehicles,
defined as RVs, motor vehi-
cle carriers, motor homes,
campers, boats, boat trail-
ers, recreational equip-
ment trails and trailers,
may not be parked in a
front yard unless they are
in a garage, carport or
driveway

•When parked in a street
or alley, recreational vehi-
cles may not impede or
obstruct traffic or the line
of  sight for a regular vehi-
cle.

•Recreational vehicles
may not be parked “on res-
idential premises” for
more than 24 hours during
loading and unloading

•Recreational vehicles
may not be used for living,
sleeping or housekeeping
when parked or stored at
any location not approved
for that use. (The city’s
board of  works may
approve temporary use in
extreme circumstances,
such as a fire or natural
disaster.)

Violations of  the ordi-
nance call for a fine of
between $100 and $1,000. 

The conversation started
with Westlake saying resi-
dents were angry that the
ordinance that was passed
was different from the
original changes he had
proposed. He said resi-
dents should be part of  the
decision-making process.
He asked for clarification
from city attorney Wes
Schemenaur regarding the
city’s legislative process,
saying it seems he doesn’t
have much recourse if
council members choose to
amend ordinances he pro-
poses.

“They are the legislative
body of  the city,” Scheme-
naur said of  city council.

See Stall page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The vil-
lage is still figuring out what to do
about its dilemma with water
tower bids.

Fort Recovery Village Council
heard about a potential grant
Monday that would aid in cover-
ing the cost difference.

Initial plans called for building
a 250,000-gallon elevated water
tower — it would be similar to the
existing tower located along
Industrial Drive on the southeast-
ern side of  the village — with an

additional 2,600 feet of  water line
to connect it to the village’s distri-
bution system.

At the end of  2021, Fort Recov-
ery applied for $1.25 million
through the Ohio Department of

Development for the project,
which was estimated to cost
around $1.45 million at that time.
Although it was denied the first
round of  funding, the village was
awarded a $1.25 million grant in

June 2023 from the Ohio BUILDS
water infrastructure program.
The village at that time anticipat-
ed the project to cost about $1.7
million and planned to contribute
about $450,000 from its water
tower improvement and water
capital funds.

Council discussed bids March
18 for constructing a second water
tower on the north side of  the vil-
lage. Each bid came in higher than
expected, with the lowest from
Caldwell Tanks of  Louisville, Ken-
tucky, at $2.4 million.

See Options page 2

FR considering options for funding

By ARADHANA
ARAVINDAN
and FARES AKRAM
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Seven aid workers from
World Central Kitchen
were killed in an air strike
by the Israeli military in
Gaza, the disaster relief
group founded by celebrity
chef  José Andrés said in a
post on X.

The U.S.-based group has
helped oversee the con-
struction of  a pier and the
delivery of  aid through it to
the northern Gaza Strip,
where humanitarian agen-
cies say hundreds of  thou-
sands of  Palestinians are
living in dire conditions,
including malnutrition and
hunger.

“This is not only an
attack against WCK, this is
an attack on humanitarian
organizations showing up
in the most dire of  situa-
tions where food is being
used as a weapon of  war.
This is unforgivable,” said

World Central Kitchen CEO
Erin Gore, adding that the
organization was pausing
operations in the region.

The seven killed are from
“Australia, Poland, United
Kingdom, a dual citizen of
the U.S. and Canada, and
Palestine,” the group said
in a statement.

“Unfortunately, in the
past day there was a tragic
case of  our forces uninten-
tionally hitting innocent
people in the Gaza Strip,”
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said, without
specifying further.

See Strike page 2

Group says strike
killed aid workers

Bids for water tower project
came in higher than expected

Meeting
got heated
over roles

in government
process

Rules
stall;
mayor,
council
spar

The Commercial Review/Lina Lingo

Easter art
Leo Cox colors a pictured Saturday during the Asbury United

Methodist Church Easter egg hunt. The church had a variety of
activities, including decorating Easter eggs, available for children.

‘This is
unforgivable.’

—Erin Gore,
World Central
Kitchen CEO



Continued from page 1
(Other bids from Pitts-

burg Tank and Tower
Group of  Henderson, Ken-
tucky, and Phoenix Fabrica-
tors of  Avon, Indiana, were
more than $3 million.)

Village administrator
Randy Diller noted Monday
he has applied for a $600,000
grant through Ohio Senate
president Matt Huffman’s
office. The purpose of  the
one-time community infra-
structure funding, he
explained, was established
for situations such as Fort
Recovery’s current predica-
ment.

“It’s not meant to be the
(main) funding for a proj-
ect, it’s meant to make sure
the project can happen,” he
said. “I’m hopeful … but
there’s no guarantee.”

He noted it’s possible but
unlikely the village will
hear back about its grant

application prior to village
council’s first meeting in
May. (Caldwell Tanks’ bid is
valid until May 14.) Diller
said he and fiscal officer
Roberta Staugler will be
reviewing the village’s
budget and capital
improvement plans this
week to determine how
many dollars will be avail-
able for different projects.

Also Monday, Diller said
he is looking into doing a
case study on the waste-
water lagoons with
Aquafix, a wastewater
treatment group. The com-
pany has pitched a 120-day
treatment for $10,000 — it
would provide the product
at 50% cost with the village
agreeing to conduct testing
— in an effort to reduce
sludge buildup. Diller said
if  the treatment would
reduce the sludge by even
half  the current amount, it
would make dredging the
ponds considerably cheap-
er.

Diller also pointed out
two new aerators have been
installed in the wastewater
lagoons, with one already
running and other being
hooked up sometime this
week. The equipment is
intended to increase the
amount of  dissolved oxy-
gen in the water.

In other business, Fort
Recovery Village Council
members Al Post, Luke
Knapke, Cliff  Wendel, Scott
Pearson, Erik Fiely and
Greg Schmitz:

•OK’d closing the brick
portion of  Wayne Street
from 1 p.m. to midnight
June 12 for Fort Recovery
Jubilee’s Taste of  the Town
event.
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The family of the late
Dennis Franck 

would like to thank everyone for their prayers, thoughts, 

father, grandfather and great-grandfather.  A special 

 peter Logsdon for the liturgy.

Dennis Franck Family

Gregory W. LeMaster
for Indiana House District 33

• Attorney in Practice in the district 
since 2002.  Married, Father of 
6, and Grandfather to 5
• Fair Property Taxes for families 
and all industries. Work to better 
fund our towns and cities.
• 
stop government picking winners and losers.
• Focus on Families and Family Housing 
as an investment that is never wasted.   
• Encourage access to health 
care by limiting liability of small 
independent family doctors.
• Protect Hoosiers from AI, genetic 
manipulation, and bring search and 
seizure law into the digital age.  
• 
people, skilled trades, and  professionals 
return to the community.  Lets encourage 
this with all our might and rededicate 
ourselves to rebuild our communities 
for the next generation of families.
• See more on at: www.lemaster.
law or on Facebook.  

Paid for by the Gregory W. LeMaster for House District 33 Candidates Committee

A pork chop dinner 
will be provided.

Awards and a live auction 
will follow the dinner.

6:30 p.m. 
Friday, 

April 5, 2024
in the Jay County 

Junior-Senior High School 
auxiliary gym

Jay County FFA
Parent - Member 

BANQUET

Saturday
Rathburn, Justin: 10 a.m.,

Feller and Clark Funeral Home,

1860 Center St., Auburn.

Steveson, Emilie: 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception

Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut

St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Options ...

Mona Fairfield
Sept. 16, 1932-March 27, 2024

Mona M. Fairfield, age 91, of
Portland passed away on Wednes-
day, March 27, 2024, in Briarwood
Village in Coldwater, Ohio. 

She was born in Portland on
Sept. 16, 1932, the daughter of
William and Edna (Derrickson)
Gierhart. She was
married to Bob
Fairfield on Oct.
10, 1985, and he
passed away on
July 11, 2015.

Mona was
retired from
Anchor-Hocking
in Winchester and
was a member of
the Moose Lodge and V.F.W. Mona
was a generous and giving per-
son.

Surviving are one son, John
Barker (wife: Sheila) of  Celina,
Ohio; one daughter, Yolanda
Davis (husband: John) of  Celina,
Ohio; one brother, Richard Gier-
hart of  Muncie; six grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grandson.

She was preceded in death by a
son, William Lowe; grandson
Brandon Barker; and eight sib-
lings.

There will be no services.
Memorials can be made to The

Midwest Pet Refuge in Portland.
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home

is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be expressed

at bairdfreeeman.com.

Emilie Steveson
June 28, 1939-March 21, 2024

Emilie G. Steveson, age 84,

passed away
Thursday morn-
ing, March 21,
2024, at her resi-
dence.

She was born in
Dayton, Ohio, on
June 28, 1939, the
daughter of  Fred
and Mildred
(Beck) Leuthold. She was mar-
ried Oct. 26, 1957, to Jesse Dale
Steveson and he passed away on
April 6, 2022.

She was retired as a press
operator at Jay Products. Emilie
was a member of  Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church,
Jay County Hospital Auxiliary,
Moose Lodge and was a 1957
Fort Recovery High School grad-
uate. She volunteered at the
Harvest Food Bank, Meals on

Wheels and Red Cross blood
drives. She was a member of
Red Hat Society, worked the
polls during elections and was
recipient of  Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from Cincinnatus
League.

Surviving are three daugh-
ters, Patricia Bost of  Portland,
Julie Steveson of  Dayton, Ohio,
and Angela Scarduzio (husband:
Frank) of  Hendersonville,
North Carolina; one brother,
Karl Leuthold of  Fort Recovery;
nine grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren; and  several
nieces and nephews

She was preceded in death by
a son, Mark Steveson; and a sis-
ter, Mary Ann Bell.

Funeral services will be Sat-
urday, April 6, at 11 a.m. in the
Immaculate Conception

Catholic Church with Fr. Peter
Logsdon presiding. Burial will
follow in the Springhill Ceme-
tery. Visitation will be at Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home prior to
the services from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

Memorials can be made to Jay
County Humane Society.

Condolences may be
expressed at
bairdfreeeman.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices. 

Obituaries

Fairfield

Steveson

at $399

I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765 747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturdaays 10:00a-3:00pys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 

Orlando Sentinel
Tribune News Service

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Florida
voters will decide in November
whether abortion rights should be
guaranteed in the constitution, the
state’s Supreme Court ruled Monday,
but the court also approved a new

abortion ban at six weeks that will
begin in 30 days in a separate case.

The second abortion ruling, which
wasn’t expected Monday, upheld the
15-week abortion ban already in
place and will allow the six-week ban
approved by Gov. Ron DeSantis and
the Republican Legislature to take

effect. It overturned a long-standing
precedent by the Florida Supreme
Court that the right to an abortion
was enshrined in the constitution’s
privacy clause.

Of  the current seven-member
court, five justices were appointed by
DeSantis.

Abortion amendment OK’d

Continued from page 1
He added that Israel

“will do everything so
that this does not happen
again.”

The war in Gaza start-
ed shortly after the mili-
tant group Hamas
attacked Israel on Oct. 7,
killing about 1,200 people
and abducting some 250
others. Israel started a
military campaign
against the group, which
is designated a terrorist
group by the U.S. and
E.U., in a conflict that has
killed more than 32,000
Palestinians, according
to authorities in the
Hamas-run enclave.

The U.S. is “heartbro-
ken and deeply troubled”
by the strike, White
House National Security

Council spokesperson
Adrienne Watson said,
calling on Israel to inves-
tigate quickly.

The Israeli military is
reviewing the incident to
understand what hap-
pened, spokesman Daniel
Hagari said. He added he
had spoken to Andrés and
expressed deepest condo-
lences.

“We will be opening a
probe to examine this
serious incident further,”
Hagari said. “This will
help us reduce the risk of
such an event occurring
again.”

Last month, the charity
delivered the first ship-
ment of  aid via a sea
route. Two more ships
have set sail from Cyprus
and arrived in Gaza.

Strike ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.24
April corn ................4.29
Wheat ......................4.28

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.35
April corn ................4.35
May corn..................4.43

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.14
April corn ................4.14
Beans ......................11.74

April beans ............11.74
Wheat ...................... 5.23

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.07
April corn ................4.18
Beans ......................11.70
April beans ............11.73
Wheat ......................5.21

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.23
April corn ................4.28
Beans ......................11.54
April beans ............11.26
Wheat ......................5.04

Lotteries

CR almanac

43/31 45/29 50/32 57/42 61/47
Thursday

has a 60%
chance of rain
or snow, with
wind gusts
reaching up to
25 mph.

Showers
may continue
into Monday,
when the
high will
swell to the
60s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
is in the fore-
cast for Sun-
day. There’s a
chance of
rain late.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly cloudy
skies with a
high of 45
degrees. The
low may hit 29.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with a low at
night around
the freezing
point.

Thursday
4/4

Friday
4/5

Saturday
4/6

Sunday
4/7

Monday
4/8

Powerball
Monday
19-24-40-42-56
Power Ball: 23
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$1.09 billion

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $45

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-1-1
Daily Four: 1-8-7-6
Quick Draw: 3-8-10-11-

18-22-23-27-27-33-43-44-50-
57-63-64-65-68-69-74

Evening
Daily Three: 7-1-8

Daily Four: 8-4-4-2
Quick Draw: 11-12-13-

16-24-26-33-41-42-44-46-47-
50-52-57-70-73-75-76-77

Cash 5: 5-6-7-37-43
Estimated jackpot:

$362,000 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-9-3
Pick 4: 2-0-0-2
Pick 5: 3-1-9-6-4
Evening
Pick 3: 6-8-0
Pick 4: 1-6-4-1
Pick 5: 5-5-4-2-2
Rolling Cash: 2-9-21-22-

24
Estimated jackpot:

$218,000

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.

Court St., Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recovery
Park Board, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

In 1837, John Bur-
roughs was born in
Roxbury, New York. A
writer, he formed
nature essays about the
world around him.
Some of  his best-known
works are “Birds and
Poets,” “Locusts and
Wild Honey,” “Signs
and Seasons” and
“Ways of  Nature.”

In 1860, the Pony
Express began, deliver-
ing mail by horse
between St. Joseph,
Missouri and Sacra-
mento, California.

In 2012, Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion executive director
Bill Bradley outlined
proposed changes in
procedures for JCDC’s
board of  directors. The
changes — they still
needed to be approved
by Jay County Commis-
sioners — were set to
virtually eliminate
direct loans and grants
to private entities and
establish more levels of
oversight on major
EDIT expenditures.

— The CR



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday

in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-

dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE —  Will hold its
next meeting at noon,
April 5, at the Harmony
Café.

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing

the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at
noon the second Monday
of  each month at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place, 131 E Walnut St,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-
3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Minnetrista Museum and
Gardens is partnering with
Muncie Children’s Museum
to host Magic at Minnetrista
in celebration of  the upcom-
ing solar eclipse.

The event will include pro-
gramming on April 6, 7 and 8.
Activities range from constel-
lation-making and story-
telling crafts to solar viewing
crown crafting and sensory
exploration. There will also
be readings from local author
Laurie Lunsford, a perform-
ance of  an original short play
and a performance by
Orchestra Indiana.

“We are deeply honored to
receive funding from the
Simons Foundation, which
will allow us to expand and
enrich our total solar eclipse
experience for visitors of  all
ages,” said Minnetrista presi-
dent and CEO Brian Statz.
“With this funding, we aim to
create a truly impactful event
that celebrates the marvels
of  the universe while foster-
ing curiosity and apprecia-
tion for science and astrono-
my within our community.”

For more information, visit
minnetrista.net/solar-eclipse
or call (765) 282-4848.

Eclipse at fairgrounds
Indiana State Fairgrounds

is offering its grounds as a
viewing location and enter-

tainment center during the
solar eclipse this month.

Gates open at the fair-
grounds, 1202 E. 38th St., Indi-
anapolis, at 9 a.m. April 8.
Multiple areas will be
equipped with viewing glass-
es, as well as weather experts
who will provide insights
about the spectacle, accord-
ing to a press release from the
fairgrounds. Campsites are
also available.

Family friendly music and
performances will be ongo-
ing throughout the event.
Interactive activities will
also be offered on-site with
educational exhibits and dis-
plays.

Senior Learning
Another session of  the Sen-

ior Learning Series is slated
for this week.

Kim Rammel, site manager
of  Fort Recovery State Muse-
um, will be presenting the
history of  the fort following
the luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
April 4 at John Jay Center for
Learning. The meal costs $5,

and reservations for lunch
must be paid in advance.

Looking for director
Jay County Civic Theatre

is accepting applications to
direct its December produc-
tion of  “The Sound of
Music.”

Auditions will be sched-
uled for the fall in consulta-
tion with the director. Shows
are scheduled for mid-Decem-
ber.

Applicants should email
their letter of  interest,
resume (include previous
directorial experience and a
list of  the last four shows in
which you were involved in
any capacity) and a list of
three references to jaycounty-
civic@gmail.com.

The deadline is 4 p.m. Mon-
day, April 8, 2024.

Dean’s list
A Fort Recovery local was

named to Ohio University’s
dean’s list.

Megan Diller, a College of
Business student, made the
list for her efforts in fall 2023. 

Ohio University’s dean’s
list recognizes undergradu-
ate students who complete a
semester with a GPA between
3.5 and 3.999 with a minimum
of  12 credit hours. Approxi-
mately 6,000 students quali-
fied for the list.

Minnetrista plans for eclipse
Taking
Note

DEAR ABBY: I need a second
opinion. My grandfather sold me
an old farmstead that has been in
the family for 200 years. Last
week, he showed me a wooded
area behind the barn with a
human skull. He told me that
when his father died more than 50
years ago, he was curious about
how long it would take a body to
decompose, so he left his body in
the woods to keep track of  its
progress. He has 50 years’ worth
of  pictures and notes. He told the
rest of  the family that Great-
Grandpa had been cremated, and
apparently no one questioned
him about the ashes.

At this point, the skull is all
that’s left. I checked with a
lawyer, who tells me that in my
state no laws were broken. That
said, I don’t want my great-grand-
father’s skull sitting in the woods
behind my barn! My husband
says I should quietly bury it, burn
the pictures and the notes and for-
get about it. That just doesn’t feel
right to me. 

It feels like I’m helping my
grandfather get away with some-
thing and it feels “icky.” Should I
tell the rest of  the family, or con-
tinue allowing them to believe
that Great-Granddad was cremat-
ed? I’m resenting my grandfather
for putting me in the middle of
this, and any advice you have
would be greatly appreciated. —
BOUGHT MORE THAN I BAR-
GAINED FOR

DEAR BARGAINED: Your
letter is a first. Why do I get
the impression that your
grandfather must have
HATED his father to have
treated his remains so disre-
spectfully? The farmstead and
everything that goes with it is
yours now to keep or dispose
of. What you need to do is
decide whether to donate your
great-grandfather’s skull to a
medical or dental school (or
coven?), place it in a columbar-
ium or bury it on your proper-
ty. As to whether to tell the
rest of  the family, what posi-
tive thing would be accom-
plished by sharing this
unpleasantness with them?
You are a caring individual;
let your conscience be your
guide.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Dear
Abby

Secret revealed
when farm sells

Community Calendar



Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Wednesday, April 3, 2024

Editor's note: This column is
being reprinted from April 5,
2006, shortly after the Jay County
High School boys basketball team
played in the Class 3A state cham-
pionship game. Jack arrived
early enough to go on a wild goose
chase in downtown Indianapolis.
He saw some friends and learned
a valuable lesson, but was unable
to fetch any fowl.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Like most folks, I arrived early.
It was about 4 p.m. when I

parked my car in a garage on
Pennsylvania Street not far from
Conseco Fieldhouse. With a little
time to kill, I gave Ray Cooney a
quick call and asked if  there was
anything I could do for him in
advance of  Jay County’s debut in
the IHSAA state basketball
finals.

There was.
A memory card for the digital

camera he was using — and

which Mike Snyder would be
using to shoot the game — had
failed. He’d borrowed a replace-
ment, but it would be better if  I
could pick one up before game
time

No problem, I said. You can
buy media for digital cameras at
just about every drugstore or big
box discount store. Some conven-
ience stores stock them.

No problem.
I couldn’t have been more

wrong.
Downtown Indy isn’t the right

place to shop for that sort of
thing. It doesn’t sell things peo-

ple need. It just sells things peo-
ple want.

My first stop was Border’s,
though I had little hope I’d find
what I was looking for. Thou-
sands of  books and CDs, but
nothing camera-related.

So I set out for Circle Center
Mall. Big mistake.

It was a great chance to see a
lot of  people from Jay County.
There was something dream-like
about all those familiar faces
plunked down in the middle of
an urban landscape.

But Circle Center has
absolutely nothing practical for
sale.

I could have bought over-
priced kitsch by the truckload,
but nothing utilitarian was avail-
able. Finding the mall directory, I
scanned it for something like a
CVS. The only thing remotely
close was a health food store.

If  I’d wanted herbal tea or
echinacea, there wouldn’t have

been a problem. A compact flash
card for a camera was a problem.

The search continued.
Thinking back to the time we

lived and worked in Indianapo-
lis, I remembered a camera store
on the circle and set out in that
direction.

Trouble is, we lived in Indy
more than 30 years ago. Sure,
there used to be a camera store
on the circle. But there used to be
a J.C. Penney store there too.
Both are long gone.

Everything was at once famil-
iar and alien when I got to the
circle. Some of  the old land-
marks were there, but most had
evaporated.

I went around a corner onto
Market Street expecting to see
Weiss’s delicatessen. It had van-
ished. I went around another cor-
ner, hoping to find Ober’s sta-
tionery store, and found a park-
ing garage instead.

Finally, I wandered back into

Border’s. There, a helpful clerk
suggested a store two blocks
away, the last of  the independ-
ent camera stores in Indi-
anapolis.

Heading back into the streets,
which by now were looking
more like the Jay County Fair
than a Saturday in the state
capital, I found the shop.

As I reached for the door, I
heard a click. Through the tint-
ed glass, I caught a glimpse of  a
figure turning quickly away
and moving toward the back of
the store.

Closed.
As it turned out, we were

able to use another card which
we borrowed from Clint Ander-
son of  the Berne Tri-Weekly
and everything worked out all
right.

But I’ve learned my lesson. If
I ever need something practi-
cal, I won’t look for it in down-
town Indianapolis.

Indianapolis hunt came up empty

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

In Gaza, famine is immi-
nent.

To get urgently needed
food, clean water, tempo-
rary sanitation facilities
and medical supplies to
more than 2 million Pales-
tinians, President Biden
ordered construction of  a
floating dock. Building it
will take weeks.

In the interim, aid trick-
les into the narrow strip of
land between southwestern
Israel and the Mediter-
ranean. A Spanish-supplied
ship from Cyprus offloaded
rice and flour at a
makeshift jetty formed
from some of  the ample
rubble left by weeks of
Israeli bombing. Some
trucks are permitted to
enter through “ Gate 96,” a
hole in the barrier that
seals off  Gaza from Israel.
Some food is dropped by
parachute. So far it is insuf-
ficient to slow the steady
advance of  severe hunger.

In the northern part of
Gaza, largely destroyed by
the Israeli air and ground
assault that followed the
Oct. 7 Hamas attack that
killed 1,200 Israelis, people
are desperate. Some have
reportedly raided the few
aid trucks that get in. Oth-
ers were killed and serious-
ly injured by air-dropped
cargo when parachutes
failed to open. Emergency
aid is hardly a substitute
for peace.

In the southernmost part
of  Gaza, in and around
Rafah, hundreds of  thou-
sands who fled the Israeli
strikes in the north now
wait in terror — and
hunger — for a threatened
final assault.

The dock, welcome
though it may be, is an
almost perverse footnote to
Biden administration poli-
cy that supplies and sup-
ports the Israeli destruc-
tion at the heart of  the cri-
sis.

By demanding an imme-
diate and lasting cease-fire,
thus permitting the return
of  regular supply convoys,
the U.S. would save many
more lives and stave off  far
more hunger than any
number of  docks and air-
drops.

But the best the adminis-
tration could muster Mon-
day was an abstention in a
United Nations Security
Council cease-fire resolu-
tion. It represented a mod-
est shift in policy (although
Biden administration offi-
cials denied it) after three
U.S. vetoes of  previous res-
olutions.

Nearly six months into
the Israel-Hamas war, more
U.S. officials, including

dozens of  members of  Con-
gress, are belatedly
demanding an end to the
Gaza horror. Or, as in the
case of  Senate Majority
Leader Charles E. Schumer
(D-New York), a change in
the Israeli government.

Such calls should not be
mistaken as support for the
religio-fascist Hamas
regime, whose brutal
attack began this latest
tragedy, and which contin-
ues to hold more than 100
hostages.

It is high time for Biden
to acknowledge that there
are at least three parties in
the Gaza disaster. Israel of
course is one. Hamas is
another.

Palestinians just trying
to avoid starvation are a
third.

It may be convenient for
the government of  Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to pretend that
Hamas combatants and
innocent Palestinian civil-
ians are a single adversary,
and that bombing and
starving Palestinians is
putting pressure on Hamas
to release the hostages.

But Hamas likely has lit-
tle regard for the innocents
and is only too willing to
permit their slaughter to
further its own power.

The deaths of  more than
32,000 Palestinians, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Min-
istry, and the grief  and mis-
ery of  the survivors is not
merely tragic, but gratu-
itous. Whatever clout the
U.S. retains in the region
should be used to end this
madness. It is a fourth
party to the conflict. As is
the rest of  the world.

And then build the dock.

The aid that Gaza
needs is a ceasefire

By BRUCE WEXLER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

This year, at the age of  72, I started
living alone for the first time in my
life.

For 42 years before that, I lived with
my wife, Diane, who passed away in
December. In college and as a young
man, I always had roommates.

When my wife was diagnosed with
Stage 4 cancer, about a year ago, she
tried to prepare me for living alone.
She taught me how to do the laundry.
She showed me where the contact
information was for the various
tradespeople who repair our 100-year-
old house.

All this was necessary, practical
information, but I told her I didn’t
understand how I could live without
her.

“We have a wonderful family and
really good friends,” she said.
“Depend on them.”

This has been good advice, but fam-
ily and friends don’t live under the
same roof  as me. They’re not there
when I want to complain about a
McMansion going up down the block
or when I wake from a bad dream in
the middle of  the night.

It’s also difficult to live alone in a
house suited for four people. It was
just right for me, my wife and our two
children. Now, it feels vast (even
though it’s not), and I wander its
empty spaces at night like a character
in a Gothic horror novel, startled by
every floorboard creak.

It would be easier to live by myself
if  I were more outgoing. Diane was
much more social than I am, and she
drew a steady stream of  people to our
door and engaged in conversations
with everyone — not just friends and

neighbors but also the mailman and
Amazon delivery employees.

Diane was what my mother
referred to as a balabusta — Yiddish
for a good homemaker. She was
always vacuuming, dusting, straight-
ening. I became accustomed to her lit-
erally sweeping through a room.

I miss her familiar motions.
To compensate for their absence, I

fill the house with noise and light. I
blast the stereo. I turn on lamps in
every room as it grows dark. I watch
television as I eat dinner with my
new best friend, CNN’s Erin Bur-
nett.

I didn’t need the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral’s recent report on loneliness to
know that it’s dangerous to be alone
for extended periods of  time. But
even on my best days, when it comes
to groups I’m not much of  a joiner. I
tried an online site for people who
have lost their spouses, but it felt like
being locked in a virtual room satu-
rated with grief. It made me want to
be by myself.

Isolation is a slippery slope that can
send you splashing down into depres-
sion’s depths. To avoid it, I do what
my wife advised and see or at least
talk to family and friends as much as
possible.

None of  this, though, teaches me
how to live alone.

I suspect I just have to avoid being
lonely — a neat trick if  you can pull

it off. I’ve made the effort to keep
busy, to exercise, continue working
full-time and meet friends for lunch.
People tell me that eventually I’ll be
ready for a relationship with some-
one else — the ultimate cure for liv-
ing alone. I can’t imagine it. Just as I
wouldn’t want to be the quarterback
who takes over from Tom Brady, I
wouldn’t want to be the woman who
takes over from Diane. She was the
one. For now, at least, I prefer not to
date the equivalent of  Mac Jones.

I resolve to go on alone and make
the best of  it, engaging in small talk
with the delivery people and listen-
ing to sad songs (Linda Ronstadt’s
“Long Long Time” is possibly the
saddest song ever sung).

As I wander from room to room
during my insomnia midnights, the
house sometimes comes alive with
memories. Diane’s piano still squats
in the music room where she taught
her students, and I can hear her
patient voice correcting their mis-
takes. Upstairs are our children’s
bedrooms where I read them “Green
Eggs and Ham” and “Where the
Wild Things Are.” The fireplace in
the living room used to be our fami-
ly gathering spot during holidays,
the burning, crackling oak and
birch punctuating our conversa-
tions.

William Faulkner wrote:
“The past is never dead. It’s not even
past.” I never understood this
famous quote until I began to live
alone. Diane may be gone and my
kids may live more than 1,000 miles
away, but the memories keep them
close and me, not so much alone.

••••••••••
Wexler is a book ghostwriter and

editor in the Chicago area.

Memories fend off loneliness
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Continued from page 1
Portland resident Trisha

Myers argued that she should be
able to use her property as she
pleases. (Council members con-
firmed with Myers that her
recreational vehicle would not be
in violation of  the new ordinance
based on where it is currently
parked.)

Karin Somers, another Port-
land resident, said she feels
recreational vehicles should not
be allowed to be parked on the
streets or alleys where they could
be left for years without being
moved. She suggested the council
should slow down the process
and reconsider the ordinance.

Her comment led to several
council members pointing out
that the topic has been discussed
for months — it was brought up
in late 2023 and revisited begin-
ning in January with a new
mayor and several new council
members in office — and that
having a first and second reading
of  the ordinance allows time for
public comment.

At that point, the meeting
turned contentious as council
member Ashley Hilfiker said she
felt the mayor was throwing
council members “out to the
wolves” regarding the proposed
ordinance. She noted that the
mayor has been part of  the
process throughout.

“I told my constituents that I
was going to serve them,”
responded Westlake, pointing out
that his original proposal was
changed. “We need to keep in
mind that the people we are serv-
ing are the ones who put us here.
… And we need to keep in mind
that the people need to feel
included in the decisions that we
make for their future.”

He noted the importance of
keeping campaign promises.

“And if  the community always
sees the mayor just trying to
make the change alone, then
they’re going to see the true col-
ors of  the council,” he added.

Goldsworthy responded by say-
ing everyone involved is working
hard.

“I find that very insulting,” he
added in response to Westlake’s
comments, with Hilfiker chiming
in her agreement.

Westlake then expressed frus-
tration about council not making

his requested changes to the
city’s trash collection ordinance.

Goldsworthy pointed out,
based on the recreational vehicle
discussion, that residents have
differing opinions and that elect-
ed officials are never going to
make everyone happy.

Westlake said he didn’t realize
people were going to fight him on
his campaign promises.

“Those are your promises,”
council president Kent McClung
retorted.

“You go out and you talk to peo-
ple and come back with your own
ideas about what’s right for the
citizens,” he added. “But you
have to remember that each of  us
up here has their own ideas as
well. And just because we don’t
vote everything you want doesn’t
mean that we don’t represent the
people.”

Westlake accused council
members of  looking at things
“through their own lenses” and
not getting the public’s perspec-
tive on issues.

Council members took issue
with that statement, saying they
do talk to members of  the public
and care about the community.
Hilfiker noted that she attended
the last council meeting a week
after giving birth.

“So don’t tell me that I do not
care or I’m not a leader,” she said.
“It’s not fair.

“And just because we don’t vote
with something that you want,
we’re not all going to have the
same opinion.”

Westlake said he feels there’s a
need to work together, with Hil-
fiker responding that the mayor
needs to start working with the
council.

Westlake added that he doesn’t
understand why he and council
members are not seeing eye-to-
eye on some issues. Hilfiker
responded that when council
members share their reasons, he
gets upset.

“You act like as soon as you
propose it that we have to pass it,
and we don’t,” said Hilfiker.
“That’s the whole point of  having
city council.”

When the conversation turned
back to the recreational vehicle
ordinance, Schemenaur took
issue with the characterization
that the ordinance was being
rushed. He said the ordinance
has had the most intense discus-
sion of  almost any in his time as
city attorney.

Myers and Somers again
expressed their opposing opin-
ions on the issue.

There was also a brief  discus-
sion about impact on the Tri-
State Antique Engine and Trac-
tor Show in August, with
Schemenaur suggesting leniency
during the event.

Goldsworthy ultimately made
a motion to table the second read-
ing of  the ordinance, with fellow
council members Michele Brew-
ster, Mike Aker, Dave Golden,
Ron May, Hilfiker and McClung
agreeing unanimously.

Also Monday, council approved
spending $45,669.95 to equip three
new police vehicles to be pur-
chased for Portland Police
Department. (Council approved
the funding for the vehicles at its
previous meeting, with the city’s
board of  works approving the
purchase last week.)

Council members, Portland
Police Chief  Dustin Mock and
other officers had a back-and-
forth over whether the depart-
ment was going to trade in exist-
ing police vehicles. There was
also a push-pull conversation
about where the funding would
come from for the equipment,
with some council members sug-
gesting existing police equip-
ment funds while Mock and offi-
cers advocated for using money
that was brought in via fines for
off  truck route violations during
the 2023 construction season.

Ultimately, Golden proposed a
split option, utilizing all of  the
$30,000 from the police depart-
ment’s local option income tax
(LOIT) equipment fund — the
department also has almost
$16,000 available in a general
equipment fund — with the
remainder to come from the
city’s general fund. (Money from
off  truck route fines went to the
general fund.) His motion was
approved unanimously.

The purchase of  the vehicles
and equipment led to a discus-
sion about take-home police cars.
Council members offered vari-
ous views on the issue, with
Golden ultimately suggesting a
work session be scheduled to
hash out details. Clerk-treasurer
Lori Phillips said she will reach
out to council members, police,
firefighters and others who have
take-home vehicles to schedule
the work session.

In other business, council:
•Approved a pair of  tax abate-

ments for FCC (Indiana) after
they were recommended for
approval by the city’s tax abate-
ment advisory committee. FCC is
planning new investments of  $1.6
million in personal property and
$499,000 in real property. The
investments are projected to cre-
ate 10-plus new jobs.

•OK’d on second and final read-
ing the conversion of  the inter-
sections of  Ship and Main streets
and the intersection of  Middle
and North streets to four-way
stops. Both are currently two-
way stops with through traffic on
Main and Middle streets, respec-
tively. (The vote was 6-1 with May
in opposition.)

•Heard an update from street
department superintendent Matt
Shauver regarding the city’s
recent spring clean-up week. He
noted that city employees collect-
ed 84 tons of  trash on their routes
during the week after picking up
44 tons the previous week. Coun-

cil said it is in support of  having
a fall clean-up day as well and
informally agreed to update the
city’s trash pick-up ordinance to
call for two clean-up days per
year.

•Discussion of  the trash pick-
up ordinance led to several notes
from McClung, who pointed out
that the city ordinance still calls
for council meetings to be held at
7 p.m. on the first and third Mon-
day of  each month although they
have been being held at 5:30 p.m.
for years. He also pointed out that
any ordinance changes to be dis-
cussed must be provided to the
public and media in advance or
read in full at the meeting prior
to a vote. (Council informally
agreed to change the ordinance
regarding the meeting time, and
Phillips said proposed ordi-
nances can be posted on the city’s
website to allow the public to
review them prior to meetings.)
McClung also suggested a new
procedure for considering ordi-
nance changes, with one meeting
set aside for discussion before a
potential vote at the following
meeting.

•Heard a comment from resi-
dent Virginia Burkey regarding
bags of  trash that were left at a
residence. Westlake said he
talked to the individuals in ques-
tion and that the issue is being
addressed.

•Was reminded by Goldswor-
thy that a series of  Jay County
Development Corporation events
in partnership with Jay County
Junior-Senior High School,
including a signing day for stu-
dents who are being offered jobs
at local businesses. It follows a
career fair on April 3 and an
interview day on April 26.

•Heard a question from Hilfik-
er about the flashing stop signs
that were moved from the inter-
section of  Franklin Street and
Industrial Park Drive to another
intersection in the city. Shauver
said he would look into getting
quotes to purchase another set of
the signs.

•Was invited, along with the
media to FIRE OPS 101 training
that Portland Fire Department
will host on Saturday, June 15.

•Following a question from Hil-
fiker, heard from Mock that he
plans to hire a code enforcement
officer for the city.

Stall ...

Council OKs $ for equipping police vehicles,
plans work session to discuss take-home policy
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit.
Call 855-965-4916
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV Sports Pack -
3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-885-
8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

 Visit Us At: thecr.com READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE
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HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer –
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207
WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75039YXB or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/TasteIt224
0

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning,
April 6th, 2024
9:30 A.M..

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS-GUNS
Crosley refrigerator;
Maytag washer; GE

dryer; upright freezer; 4
pc. queen size bedroom
suit; glass door knobs;
copper tea pots; Barbi-
es; Indian baskets; INDI-

AN
ARTIFACTS: Over 125
pieces to include arrow-
heads, spear points, and

axe; sugar bucket;
cheese boxes; maga-
zine rack; crocks; J

Stevens Arms Co Little
Scout 22 long rifle; J
Stevens Arms Co 22

long rifle; Mossburg 410
rifle; Heritage Rough

Rider 22L revolver; Red
Ryder BB gun; and
many other items not

listed.
4 x 4 – ZERO TURN
MOWER - TOOLS

Yamaha Rhino 700 – 4 x
4 with 2,622 miles;

Husqvarna PZ60 – 60”
zero turn mower with 31
hp engine; Troy Bilt 21”
self propelled mower;
John Deere manure
spreader,JD EV chain
saw; tool cabinet on

rollers; Western Saddle;
English Saddle; and
many other items not

listed.
WILKINS FAMILY

AND
NASH FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.  

140 APPLIANCES

HOT TUBS, FIRE-
PLACES, STOVES!
Special Spring Prices!
Kerns Fireplace & Spa
5217 Tama Road Celina,
OH 45822 (419) 363-
2230  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

THE   CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Tax Duplicates for the several taxing units of Jay County, for the year 2023 payable 2024, are now in the hands of the County Treasurer, who is ready to receive the taxes charged thereon.  

The following table shows the rate of taxation on each $100.00 worth of taxable real and personal property.  

First installment is due on or before and delinquent after May 10, 2024.  Second installment is delinquent after November 12, 2024.

2023 pay 2024                       Jay                       Tax TAB Rates                    2023 pay 2024

2023 pay 2024 Tax Rates Penn Pennville Dunkirk Bearcreek Bryant Greene Jackson Jefferson Knox Madison Salamonia Noble Pike Richland Redkey Wabash Wayne Portland

Co Cum Capital Dev 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333

JEMS 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

County General 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471 0.4471

County Health 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259 0.0259

Cumulative Bridge 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500

Jay Co Jail Lease Payments 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558 0.0558

Reassessment 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047 0.0047

County Total 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168 0.6168

Twshp Cum Fire 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0181 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Twshp Fire Fighting 0.0232 0.0000 0.0000 0.0258 0.0000 0.0196 0.0148 0.0214 0.0149 0.0074 0.0000 0.0094 0.0223 0.0219 0.0000 0.0159 0.0584 0.0000

Twshp General 0.0544 0.0544 0.0145 0.0370 0.0370 0.0104 0.0315 0.0115 0.0142 0.0125 0.0125 0.0139 0.0244 0.0145 0.0145 0.0249 0.0032 0.0032

Twshp Poor 0.0148 0.0148 0.0153 0.0023 0.0023 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0041 0.0041 0.0040 0.0000 0.0153 0.0153 0.0000 0.0220 0.0220

Twshp Recreation 0.0148 0.0148 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Township Total 0.1072 0.0840 0.0298 0.0651 0.0393 0.0300 0.0463 0.0329 0.0291 0.0421 0.0166 0.0273 0.0467 0.0517 0.0298 0.0408 0.0836 0.0252

Library Debt Service 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Library General 0.0407 0.0407 0.2179 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714

Library Total 0.0407 0.0407 0.2179 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714 0.0714

School Education 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

School Operation 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796 0.5796

School Debt Service 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998 0.3998

School Pension Debt 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534 0.0534

School Total 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328 1.0328

Corp Aviation/Airport 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0527

Corp Cum Cap Improv 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0973 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Cum Capital Dev 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Police Pension 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Corp General 0.0000 1.20890 1.5787 0.0000 0.6925 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2136 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.6053 0.0000 0.0000 0.9343

Corp Parks & Recreation 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0514 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.1073

Corp Park Bond 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0482

Corp Street (MVH) 0.0000 0.00000 0.1754 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.3596

City Total 0.0000 1.2089 1.7541 0.0000 0.7439 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2136 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.7026 0.0000 0.0000 1.6021

Total Tax Rate 1.7975 2.9832 3.6514 1.7861 2.5042 1.7510 1.7673 1.7539 1.7501 1.7631 1.9512 1.7483 1.7677 1.7727 3.4534 1.7618 1.8046 3.3483

State of Indiana, Jay County, SS:  I, Emily Franks, Auditor of Jay County, hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of all tax levies for the taxes collectible in the year 2023 pay 2024.

CR/NS 3-20,27,4-3-2024-HSPAXLP
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Public Notice
Notice to Public of No Significant Impact on the Environment

and 
Notice to Public of Request for Release of Funds

Jay County 
120 N Court Street 

Portland, Indiana 47371
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS:
On or about April 20, 2024, Jay County will request the release
federal funds from the Indiana Office of Community and Rural
Affairs (OCRA) for Community Development Block Grant Funds
from the State of Indiana under Title I of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-383) for the following
project:

Jay County Owner Occupied Rehab
The scope of work for each home will vary but eligible im-
provements will include roof repair/replacement, ADA acces-
sibility up to threshold of home, heating and cooling, lighting
and electrical upgrades and water heater replacement.

Finding of No Significant Impact
It has been determined that such request for release of funds
will not constitute an action significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment and accordingly the above-named Jay
County has decided not to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(P.L. 91-190). The reasons for such decision not to prepare such
statement are as follows:

All preliminary environmental reviews by state and county
agencies indicated that the proposed project would not en-
danger the environment under any capacity.

An Environmental Review Record regarding the proposed pro-
ject has been made by the above-named Jay County which doc-
uments the environmental review of the project and more fully
sets forth the reasons why such a statement is not required. This
Environmental Review Record is on file at the above address
and is available for public examination and copying upon re-
quest the Jay County Commissioners Office between the hours
of 9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. Should town
offices be closed, the ERR will be made available to the public
for review either electronically or by U.S. mail. Please submit
your request by U.S. mail to Kleinpeter Consulting Group, LLC
PO Box 37 Whiteland Indiana 46184 or by email to mike@klein-
peterconsulting.com. No further environmental review of such
project is proposed to be conducted prior to the request for re-
lease of funds.

Public Comments of Findings
All interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with
this decision are invited to submit written comments for con-
sideration by Jay County to Jay County Commissioners 120 N
Court Street Portland, IN 47371 or by email to mike@klein-
peterconsulting.com. Such written comments should be re-
ceived by April 19, 2024. All such comments so received will be
considered and Jay County will not request the release of fed-
eral funds or take any administrative action on the proposed
project prior to the date specified in the preceding sentences.

Release of Funds
Jay County will undertake the project described above with
Community Development Block Grant funds from the State of
Indiana under Title I of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974. Jay County is certifying to the State that Jay
County and Chad Aker, in his official capacity as Commissioner
President consents to accept the jurisdiction of the federal
courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in re-
lation to environmental reviews, decision making, and action;
and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. The legal ef-
fect of the certification is that upon its approval Jay County may
use the Block Grant funds and the State will have satisfied its
responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969.

Objections to State Release of Funds
The State will accept an objection to its approval only if it is on
one of the following basis: (a) that the certification was not in
fact executed by the certifying officer or other officer of appli-
cant approved by the State; or (b) that the applicant's environ-
mental review record for the project indicated omission of a
required review process. Objections must be prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance with the required procedure (24 CFR Part
58) and may be submitted to Grant Services & OCRA through the
ER Report in GMS.
Objections to the release of funds on basis other that those
stated above will not be considered by the State. No objections
received after May 7, 2024, will be considered by the State.

Chad Aker 
Commissioner President

Jay County
CR 4-3-2024 -HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Girls tennis at Bellmont – 5
p.m.; Softball at Delta – 5 p.m.; Track at Adams
Central – 5 p.m.; Baseball at Elwood – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high baseball at Madison Grant – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Parkway – 5
p.m.; Softball at Parkway – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — JV baseball at Marion – 5:30

p.m.
Fort Recovery — Track at Celina Relays – 4:45

p.m.; Softball at National Trail – 5 p.m.; JV base-
ball vs. Crestview – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2:30 p.m. — Premier League: Luton Town at
Arsenal (USA)

7 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at New York
Rangers (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City Thunder at
Boston Celtics (ESPN)

8 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup: Mon-
terrrey at Inter Miami (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Edmonton Oilers at Dallas
Stars (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at
Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup:
Pachuca at Herediano (FS1)

Thursday
3:15 p.m. — PFL martial arts: Heavyweights &

women’s flyweights (ESPN2)
4:15 p.m. — MLB: Miami Marlins at St. Louis

Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
5 p.m. — NRL rugby: Brisbane Broncos at Mel-

bourne Storm (FS1)
7 p.m. — College basketball NIT champi-

onship (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings at New

York Knicks (TNT)

7 p.m. — College baseball: Vanderbilt at LSU
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College basketball slam dunk and 3-
point championships (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Los Ange-
les Clippers (TNT)

10 p.m. — AHL hockey: San Jose Barracuda
at Coachella Valley Firebirds (FOX)

10 p.m. — Premier League: Luton Town at
Arsenal (USA)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
“Sad day,” Colts wide

receivers coach Reggie
Wayne, a former teammate
of  Davis, posted on X (for-
merly Twitter). “We used to
battle every day in practice.
Sometimes it ended in a
bunch of  bickering and
almost fights. We got each
other better. It was a pleas-
ure wearing the horseshoe
with you homie. Rest easy

‘Champ.’ Praying for your
family and love(d) ones.”

Davis spent six of  his 10
NFL seasons with the Colts
after arriving in a 2012
trade.

As physical as he was
athletic, Davis made 245
career tackles in 76 games
for Indianapolis. He inter-
cepted 13 passes, broke up
65, caused two fumbles and
recovered one.

Davis was part of  AFC
South championship teams
in 2013 and 2014, and all six
of  his career playoff  games
came with the Colts.

He was selected to the
Pro Bowl in 2014 and 2015,
and quarterbacks rarely
threw in his direction dur-
ing those two seasons.

“Devastating and heart-
breaking news,” former
Indianapolis head coach

Chuck Pagano wrote on X.
“My thoughts and prayers
go out to the Davis family. It
was an absolute honor and
privilege being his coach in
Indy. Great player but bet-
ter person. Loved him like a
son.”

Davis was drafted by
Miami with the 25th overall
pick in 2009 after a standout
career at Illinois.

He was named to the all-

rookie team and finished
with nine interceptions in
44 games over three sea-
sons with the Dolphins
before being dealt to the
Colts.

He finished his career
with the Buffalo Bills in
2018, suddenly retiring at
halftime during the second
game of  the season.

“Today on the field, reali-
ty hit me fast and hard,”

Davis said in a statement a
short time later. “I should-
n’t be out there anymore.
It’s more important for me
and my family to walk
away healthy than to will-
fully embrace the warrior
mentality and limp away
too late.”

Davis finished with 395
career tackles, 22 intercep-
tions, three forced fumbles
and two sacks.

Colts ...



Contact Lindsey at 
L.Cochran@thecr.com 

or (260) 726-8141

Rates do not apply to special sections.
Ads must run in April.

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Sports
Thursday, April 3, 2024

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

FRHS baseball, softball set
to open MAC play today,

see Sports on tap

By BLAIR KERKHOFF
The Kansas City Star
Tribune News Service

The attorney for Rashee
Rice said the Kansas City
Chiefs wide receiver is
“cooperating with local
authorities” after a major
car crash in Texas on Sat-
urday. 

Six cars were involved
in the wreck, which dash-
cam video appears to show
was caused by two luxury
cars driving recklessly at
high speed on a Dallas
freeway. One of  the high-
end vehicles is registered
to Rice, according to Dal-
las police. 

After the pile-up, in
which injuries were
reported, the occupants of
the two vehicles walked
away from the scene. On
Sunday, police said they
were seeking Rice for
questioning. 

“On behalf  of  Rashee
Rice, his thoughts are
with everyone impacted
by the automobile acci-
dent on Saturday,” said
Royce West of  West &
Associates of  Dallas.

“Rashee is cooperating
with local authorities and
will take all necessary
steps to address this situa-
tion responsibly.” 

Dallas police spokes-
woman Kristin Lowman
said the accident took
place around 6:25 p.m. Sat-
urday after the drivers of
a Chevrolet Corvette and
Lamborghini Urus were
speeding in the far left
lane.

The drivers “lost con-
trol” according to Low-
man, with the Lamborghi-
ni hitting the center medi-
an wall, which caused a
chain-reaction collision
with a total of  six vehicles.

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

News of  former Indi-
anapolis Colts corner-
back Vontae Davis’ death
spread quickly Monday,
with several former
teammates and coaches
expressing condolences
on social media.

Davis, 35, reportedly
was found dead in his
Miami-area home by a
house assistant.

The Davie (Florida)
Police Department
released a statement say-
ing it does not suspect
foul play.

Other details about
Davis’ death were scarce.

See Colts page 7

By SHANE CONNUCK
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

Denny Hamlin wasn’t going
to lose his advantage.

Pit stops were, as always,
critical late in the NASCAR
Cup Series race at Richmond
on Easter Sunday. Hamlin felt
his team had executed them
perfectly, and as an overtime
restart began following a cau-
tion with fewer than two laps
remaining, he found himself
with a shot at victory.

Martin Truex Jr., who domi-
nated the race in many ways,
led the field to green alongside
Hamlin. The two were side-by-
side into Turn 1, and Hamlin
pulled away and won the two-
lap shootout at his home track.

Elton Sawyer, the sport’s sen-
ior vice president of  competi-
tion, told reporters post-race

that NASCAR reviewed the fin-
ish and “deemed it to be a good
restart.”

“This is certainly the new
age NASCAR,” Hamlin said in
his post-race news conference,
“It is so equal on the race
track, that really, the pit crew
is the ones that make a differ-
ence when everyone is running
the same speed.”

For the No. 11 Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing team, winning Sunday’s
race at Richmond was gratifi-
cation of  its pit crew’s efforts.

Hamlin noted that there

were stretches over the past
few years when he’d be nerv-
ous every time he drove down
pit road, just hoping deep
down that he’d only sacrifice a
position or two. He led just 15
laps on Sunday, but his crew
made sure he was in the right
places at the right times.

There probably weren’t
many nerves for Hamlin in his
final time driving down pit
road on Sunday — as he
burned out and steered his
Toyota into Victory Lane.

“That’s their walk-off  home

run,” crew chief  Chris
Gabehart said. “What I really
want to speak to is the intangi-
bles, because that’s where
magic happens. It’s people that
believe they can do more than
they can as individuals, and
my team — not just my pit
crew, my team. They pull the
rope selflessly.”

There was rain in Central
Virginia throughout the after-
noon and early evening Sun-
day. But the race only needed
to be delayed roughly 15 min-
utes.

The precipitation started to
let up toward the evening, and
an on-time start still felt
unlikely. The track was damp,
but NASCAR had its trucks
drying the surface. Cars were
lined up on pit road in covers.

The race went green a little
more than 15 minutes after it

had been scheduled — using
wet-weather tires. That
marked the first time in
NASCAR history that a Cup
Series points race was run on
these tires.

“We could have been sitting
there another hour getting
everything dry,” Sawyer said.
“According to Jim France, this
was his vision. A couple years
ago, he tasked the (Research
and Development) Center and
Goodyear to come up with a
tire that we could run when it’s
damp, and tonight was a suc-
cess. We were able to get start-
ed pretty much on time.”

It was the third time wet-
weather tires have ever been
used in any NASCAR event,
after last year’s All-Star race at
North Wilkesboro and a recent
Truck Series race at Mar-
tinsville.

Caught
in the
act

Fort Recovery
High School
shortstop Cali Wendel
tags out Memorial’s
Cadence Hirschfeld
as catcher Kylie Post
gunned her down to
prevent a stolen base
March 28. The next
two games for the
Indians were
canceled due to
weather.

Hamlin brings home Easter victory
Denny Hamlin holds off

dominant Martin Truex Jr.
in history-making race

Rashee Rice sought
out by Dallas police

Luxury car
registered to
the Chiefs’

receiver was
involved in a
6-car crash

Former
Colts CB
found
dead
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