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Kyle Cook, 29, Dunkirk
Lucille Kirby, 83, Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  46 degrees Friday.
The low was 47.

Skies will be mostly sunny
today with a high in the lower
50s. The low will be in the 30s.

Sunday’s high will be in the
mid 50s with a chance of
showers in the afternoon. 

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County High School
spring band concert will be
held at 2 p.m. Sunday in the
school auditorium. The event
will also be the kickoff  of  the
Jay County band Boosters’
annual auction. Some items
will be available for a silent
auction at the concert with
additional items in an online
auction through April 13.

Tuesday — Results from
the JCHS girls tennis season
opener against Blackford.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Voters can head to the
polls beginning next week.

Early voting for this
year’s primary election
begins at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday
at Jay County Courthouse.

Voting will be available
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays in the court-
house auditorium through
May 3. Saturday hours are
set for 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. April
27 and May 3. And voting
will be available from 8:30
a.m. to noon Monday, May
6.

The polls will be open
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 7
for election day.

A pair of  commissioner
races highlight the ballot in
the county election this
year.

In the north district, for-
mer three-term commis-
sioner Mike Leonhard is
running against longtime
farmer Doug Horn for the
GOP nomination for com-
missioner. Incumbent
Republican Rex Journay
chose not to seek a second
term.

The race for the Republi-
can nomination for com-
missioner in the south dis-
trict is a rematch between
incumbent Republican
Brian McGalliard and
Duane Monroe. (McGal-
liard finished ahead of
Monroe and Barb Street in
a three-way race for the
GOP nomination in 2020.)
Democrat Blake Watson is
unopposed for the Demo-
cratic nomination for the
south district commission-
er seat.

Four Republicans are
running for three nomina-
tions for at-large seats on
Jay County Council. The
field includes current coun-
cil president Matt Minnich,
incumbent Dave Haines,
former Jay School Board
member Bryan Alexander
and former Portland City
Council member Michael
Brewster. (Republican
incumbent Jeanne Houch-
ins chose not to seek anoth-
er term.)

The only other contested
race for a county office is
for the GOP nomination for
treasurer, with current
treasurer’s office employee
Jonelle Foreman running
against current county
clerk Jon Eads.

There are contested races
in both parties for the nom-
ination for state representa-
tive in District 33. On the
Republican side, three-
term incumbent J.D.
Prescott is facing off
against Portland attorney
Greg LeMaster.

See Voting page 2

The finalists have been
selected.

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce announced the
finalists for the Jay County
Community Awards late
Friday afternoon, with
three longtime members of
volunteer boards — Leland
and Judy LeMaster, and
Gary Stewart — leading
the list as nominees for the
Spirit of  Vicki Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Finalists were
announced across nine
other categories — Citizen
of  the Year, Business of  the
Year, Industry of  the Year,
Not-for-profit of  the Year,
Young Professional of  the
Year, Dunkirk Community
Commitment, Small Com-
munity Commitment,
Innovator of  the Year and
Community Group of  the
Year — as well, with win-
ners to be announced dur-
ing an awards banquet Sat-
urday, May 11.

“Each finalist is deserv-

ing of  this recognition;
and in their own way, con-
tributed to our Jay Coun-
ty communities,” said
Tabby Sprunger, execu-
tive director of  the cham-
ber of  commerce, in a
press release. “They make
Jay County resourceful,
strong and so proud.”

The LeMasters are
finalists for the Lifetime
Achievement Award,
which is named in honor
of  former chamber direc-
tor Vicki Tague, for their
commitment to Portland
Morning Optimist Club
and various other commu-
nity involvement. Stewart

was nominated for his 25-
year service to Jay County
Fair Board and his work
for more than 40 years
with Franklin Electric
and Coppersmith.

Finalists for Citizen of
the Year are Portland Fire
Chief  Mike Weitzel, The
Farmers State Bank
branch manager Tami
Vormohr and The Graph-
ic Printing Company
president, editor and pub-
lisher Ray Cooney.

Beauty Bar, Wheel &
Spoke and Strohl Appli-
ance and Electronics are
the finalists for Business
of  the Year. Industry of

the Year finalists are
Joyce/Dayton, Pennville
Custom Cabinetry and
Ohio Valley Gas.

Finalists for other
awards are:

Not-for-profit of  the
Year — Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation, Jay
County Drug Prevention
Coalition, The Portland
Foundation

Dunkirk Community
Commitment — Scott
Nuttle and Rob Bechtel,
Jack Robbins, Sculpt Fit-
ness

Young Professional of
the Year — LeeAnn
Miller, Gentry Clark,

Klarissa Hemmelgarn,
Tanner McClain

Innovator of  the Year —
Paws & Claws, Blessings
Photography, Toddlertown
Early Learning, IU Health
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Clinic

Small Community Com-
mitment — Pennville Com-
munity Park Board, Mark
Leavell, Bryant Park Board

Community Group of
the Year — Kids Purpose
Project, Secret Families
Christmas Charity of  Jay
County, 2 Guys Pies

Several of  this year’s
finalists are previous win-
ners of  the awards for
which they are nominated,
including Pennville Custom
Cabinetry in 2004, The Port-
land Foundation in 2018,
Jack Robbins, Sculpt Fit-
ness and Mark Leavell all in
2019 and Mike Weitzel in
2020. The antique mall won
the Innovator of  the Year
Award in 2017 when it was
under different ownership.

By RAY COONEY
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A local group got a primer
Thursday on tax increment
financing (TIF) districts and its
role in a planning process.

Wes Schemenaur, Portland’s
city attorney, presented Portland
Plan Commission with informa-
tion on TIF districts and redevel-
opment commissions and its role
in the process of  approving Port-
land's Downtown Economic
Development Plan.

Schemenaur explained that
TIF districts are designed to cap-
ture increased taxes paid on
improved properties in a desig-
nated area. In Portland’s case, the
TIF district was created in large
part to capture the additional
taxes created via construction of
Walmart and the surrounding

area. The district generally
includes the area of  Votaw Street,
Industrial Park Drive and
Lafayette Street stretching east
from Ja-Mar T.V., Appliances and
Bedding and the Meridian Street
corridor from near county road
100 North to just south of  Water
Street.

The taxes captured are then
administered by the city’s rede-
velopment commission — mem-

bers are appointed by the mayor
and city council — in an effort to
improve the district. Projects the
redevelopment commission has
provided funding for recently
include the Meridian Street
storm sewer project, construc-
tion of  a new hangar at Portland
Municipal Airport and work to
renovate two buildings in the
downtown area.

Schemenaur noted that the

redevelopment commission has
been working on updating its eco-
nomic development plan, which
lays out the various types of  proj-
ects and initiatives on which it
can use TIF dollars.

Portland Redevelopment Com-
mission approved a declaratory
resolution for its economic devel-
opment plan in December. (The
plan addresses issues including
vacant/dilapidated buildings, the
need for more walkability/bike-
ability, barriers to entry for small
business and a lack of  housing
options and sets out goals such as
beautifying the city, creating an
environment that encourages
small business and increasing
housing options.) It must then be
approved by Portland Plan Com-
mission and Portland City Coun-
cil before returning to the rede-

velopment commission for a con-
firmatory resolution.

Schemenaur noted that the
plan commission’s job is to deter-
mine if  the economic develop-
ment plan meshes with the city’s
comprehensive plan. If  so, the
plan commission can approve it
and send it to the city council. If
not, the plan commission can
send it back to the redevelopment
commission for revision.

Plan commission members
Bart Darby, Steve McIntosh, Kyle
Cook, Jerry Alexander, Kent
McClung, Randy Geesaman and
Ashley Hilfiker, absent Matt
Goldsworthy and Ron Laux, were
asked to review the plan — it is
available at portlanddowntown-
plan.com — for discussion at a
future meeting.

See TIF page 2

Community awards finalists named

Commission gets primer on TIF districts

Group tasked with reviewing
economic development plan

Early
voting
begins
Tuesday

LeMasters and Stewart are up
for Lifetime Achievement Award
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Hall of Fame
FFA president Nick Lyons congratulates Dennis and Marianne Horn for winning the Ag Hall of Fame award

during Jay County FFA’s annual banquet Friday. The Horns, who have run their family farm together through the years,
were honored for their agricultural and volunteer efforts in the community. 



Continued from page 1
Jay/Portland Building

and Planning assistant
director Pati McLaughlin
noted that during the
process of  developing the
updated economic develop-
ment plan, the redevelop-
ment commission identi-
fied a few areas in which it
suggested changes to the
city’s zoning ordinance.
One of  those, she said, is to
make housing a permitted
use in the downtown area.
(Currently, a special excep-
tion would need to be
approved by the board of
zoning appeals.)

Geesaman, who served
two terms as mayor of
Portland, noted the senti-
ment that such restrictions
may deter developers from
bringing projects to the
city but also agreed with
Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John
Hemmelgarn, who said
having some restrictions
in place can help make
sure buildings are being
used properly and safely.

Schemenaur said that
new classifications could
be put in place to allow cer-
tain uses in the downtown

area. Cook suggested look-
ing at other communities
that have made similar
changes, with McClung
noting the changing busi-
ness climate and the
importance of  getting peo-
ple downtown.

McLaughlin asked the
plan commission to think
about and communicate
any suggested changes to
the zoning ordinance as
she and Hemmelgarn are
in the process of  reviewing
them for potential updates.

Geesaman also asked
about the status of  the CB
Development project that
had called for 35 to 43 con-
dominiums on property
off  of  county road 75 South
near Jay County Junior-
Senior High School. The
project was first presented
to the plan commission in
June 2021 and was last
directly discussed in a pub-
lic meeting in April 2023
when Jay County Commis-
sioners OK’d funding for a
water feasibility study
regarding the possibility
of  running a looped water
system to the proposed
condominium develop-
ment and the Beacon
Heights addition.

“It’s been real quiet,”
Hemmelgarn said.

Highway closing
About a 4-mile section of

Indiana 28/Indiana 67 will
be closed until fall.

Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT)
announced that a section
of  the highway will be
closed beginning on or
after Tuesday, April 9.

The closure from the
Indiana 28/Indiana 67 split
to Mississinewa Avenue
(Indiana 167) in Albany is
scheduled to accommodate
the INDOT project to
demolish and rebuild a
bridge over the Mis-
sissinewa River. The
bridge is located between
Black Mills Road and the

Indiana 28/Indiana 67
split, near Delaware Coun-
ty road 425 East.

The project is expected
to be complete by early
October.

The official detour for
the project utilizes Indiana
28, Indiana 3, Indiana 26
and Indiana 167.

Too far
A Portland woman hit a

guardrail along the bridge
on Meridian Street with
the car she was driving
about 6:22 a.m. Tuesday.

Judy A. Yaney, 72, was
driving a 2015 Chrysler
Town and Country north
on the street near Second

Street when she got too
close to the edge of  the
road, causing her van to
hit the railing on the
southeast side of  the
bridge.

Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.
The vehicle she was driv-
ing — it’s registered to
Chad E. Chowning of  Port-
land — was towed.

City hires
Portland Board of  Works

on Thursday approved the
hiring of  Michael Cline as
a new employee for the
city’s wastewater depart-
ment. Cline previously
worked for the department

for about six years before
leaving a little over a year
ago.

Backing crash
A Portland woman

backed into a Portland
man’s car along Main
Street about 8:15 a.m. Mon-
day.

Cara Cramer, 44, was
backing her 2010 Ford
Scion out of  a parking spot
along the street near its
intersection with Meridi-
an Street when she hit a
westbound 2018 Ford
Escape, driven by 83-year-
old Robert Vance.

Damage is estimated
between $1,000 and $2,500.
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Happy 90th Birthday
April 18th, 1934!
Please send cards to:
226 East Arch St.

Portland, IN 47371

Card Shower for 

Betty Williamson

Swiss Village is now seeking a Part-Time Healthcare Activities
Assistant to work Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from
3:30pm-7:30pm and every other weekend from 1:30pm-
8:00pm.  This position will be responsible for implementing
comprehensive therapeutic recreation services and
programming for Swiss Village residents in the Memory Care
Unit and providing one-on-one visits with residents.
Candidates must be willing to assist the Memory Care Unit
Activities Assistant and have an outgoing personality. Must be
able to push wheelchairs and spend a majority of the workday
walking. Seeking candidates willing to be flexible.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.,Berne, IN 46711
Or e-mail: careers@swissvillage.org

HEALTHCARE 
ACTIVITIES ASSISTANT

Jay County Solid Waste Management District

Interested in harvesting  
rainwater from your  

rooftop?
April 18th at 6:00 pm

Today
Rathburn, Justin: 10 a.m.,

Feller and Clark Funeral Home,
1860 Center St., Auburn.

Steveson, Emilie: 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut
St., Portland.

Tuesday
Cook, Kyle: 1 p.m., MJS Mor-

tuaries, 109 S. Meridian St., Red-
key.

Friday
Hyatt, Lydia: 11 a.m.,

Church of the Most Holy Trinity,
7321 E. Indiana 18, Bryant.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Kyle Cook
July 20, 1994-April 2, 2024

Kyle Addison Cook, 29, of
Dunkirk, Indiana, passed away
unexpectedly Tuesday, April 2,
2024, at his resi-
dence.

Kyle was born
in Bluffton, Indi-
ana, on July 20,
1994, a son of  the
late Andrea Diann
(Orme) and John
Addison Cook. He
was a graduate of
and former foot-
ball player for Jay County High
School and was formerly
employed in sales as an auto
parts specialist. Working on cars
and machines has always come
naturally to Kyle and he truly
enjoyed being outside tinkering

or helping family and friends
with their vehicles. He also
enjoyed fishing, cooking, hip hop
music, collecting unique rocks
and spending time with his little
girls whenever he could.

He will be remembered as the
big-hearted, helpful, caring,
friendly and gentle giant who
always had a smile.

Kyle is survived by his two
daughters, Kynleigh Addison
Cook and Bryanna Lynn Han-
cock; grandmother Deloris Cook;
and six aunts and uncles, Donna
Belcher, Ron Cook, Lawrence
Cook, Neil Cook, Peggy French
and Susan McGhee.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; grandfather Dickey
Cook; and uncle Jesse Belcher.

Visitation will be held on
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, from noon

to 1 p.m. at MJS Mortuaries –
Redkey Chapel. Funeral services
will follow at 1 p.m. with the Rev.
Stevie Garrett officiating. Burial
will be held in Claycomb Ceme-
tery.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to MJS Mortuaries.

Lucille Kirby
April 13, 1940-April 4, 2024

Lucille Kirby, age 83, a resident
of  Portland, passed away on
Thursday, April 4, 2024, at The
Waters in Dunkirk. She was a
former resident of  Pennville.

Lucille was born April 13, 1940,
in Rockcastle County, Kentucky,
the daughter of  Arthur and
Alma (Kemper) Woodall. Lucille
retired from Pennville Custom
Cabinets after 25 years of  service

Lucille married William

Kirby on June 12, 1958, and he
passed away on April 21, 2013.

Survivors include:
Two sons — Bill Kirby (wife:

Janelle), Albany, Indiana, and
Gary Kirby, (wife: Lesa), Port-
land, Indiana

Five brothers — Eugene
Woodall, Covington, Kentucky,
Bob Woodall, Livingston, Ken-
tucky, Carl Woodall, Dayton,
Kentucky, Tom Woodall, Flo-
rence, Kentucky, Denver
Woodall, Bellevue, Kentucky

One sister — Mary Hensley,
Muncie, Indiana

Four grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren

Lucille was preceded in death
by her husband William Kirby; a
brother, Billy Woodall; a daugh-
ter, Mary Kirby; three sisters,
Virginia Bundy, Irene Woodall

and Effie Fuston; and a grand-
son, Skylar Kirby.

Private services will be held
on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at the
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Bur-
ial will follow at Green Park
Cemetery in Portland. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Cook

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
For the Democrats, 2022 nominee

John Bartlett is running against
Redkey Town Council member
“Watermellon” Jim Phillips.

There is also a contested race
between Amy Schlichter against
Marla Lutes for Republican
precinct committeeman in Penn
Township.

Uncontested in the primary are

Republicans Matt Lehman for Dis-
trict 79 State Representative, Brian
Hutchison for Jay Circuit Court
Judge, Missy Elliott for county
clerk, Brayden Fields for county
coroner, Brad Daniels for county
surveyor, and Aaron Loy, Robin
Alberson, Angela Moeller, Jesse
Bivens, Rebecca Thornburg, Randy
Stephen, Lenny Muhlenkamp,
Kerry Muhlenkamp, Zach

Chenoweth, Jeff  Hopkins, Jennifer
Langenkamp, Matt Goldsworthy,
Chuck Huffman, Michael Brewster
and Harold Towell, all for precinct
committeeman.

Running for Republican state
convention delegate are Jenae Blas-
del, Jon Eads, Lenny Muhlenkamp,
Bryan Alexander, Jared Blasdel,
Amy Schlichter, Chad Schlichter,
Matt Goldsworthy and Brian Hurt.

TIF ...

Voting ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 0-9-2
Daily Four: 9-2-6-9
Quick Draw: 1-6-9-20-

21-22-23-25-32-40-41-49-52-
53-58-65-66-68-71-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-5-5
Pick 4: 6-9-8-2

Pick 5: 6-9-7-4-8
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 5-20-29-

32-34
Jackpot: $100,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$1.3 billion

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $67

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.35
May corn..................4.35
Wheat ......................4.47

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.41
May corn..................4.41
June corn ................4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.19
May corn..................4.19
Beans ......................11.78

May beans ..............11.78
Wheat ......................5.42

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.14
May corn..................4.18
Beans ......................11.70
May beans ..............11.73
Wheat .......................5.38

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.28
April corn ................4.32
Beans ......................11.53
April beans ............11.25
Wheat ......................5.02

In 1841, President
William Henry Harrison
became the first presi-
dent who died in office.
He had contracted pneu-
monia following his inau-
guration and served only
a month before his death,
with vice president John
Tyler following him in
office.

In 1850, Los Angeles
was incorporated. At that
time, the new city had a
population of  just 1,500.

In 1917, the United
States officially entered
World War I when it for-
mally declared war
against Germany. More
than 2 million U.S. troops
would fight in France
under the command of
Gen. John J. Pershing.

In 2013, the Jay Coun-

ty High School softball
team had an unexpected
visitor as Connersville
fan Jennifer Frank
brought Ellie May, the
family’s 1-year-old
capuchin monkey, to a
game.

In 2018, about a 60-foot
section of  the north bank
of  the Salamonie River
between Meridian and
Wayne streets in Port-
land gave way, collapsing
into the water.

In 2020, Portland City
Council approved
installing water and
sewer lines at the city’s
cost for new Crown-
Pointe Communities con-
dominiums as part of
plans to expand the facil-
ity at 745 Patriot Drive.

—The CR

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recovery
Park Board, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting

room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay School
Board executive session,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

Wednesday
5:30 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint ses-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council regular meeting,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

CR almanac

57/45 71/49 68/48 65/48 62/44
Sunday

has a 60%
chance of
thunder-
storms, with
wind gusts up
to 25 mph
possible.

Thursday
shows a 60%
chance of
mostly cloudy
skies. The
high may be
62.

There’s a
chance of
rain on
Wednesday.
Otherwise,
mostly
cloudy.

Monday’s
forecast most-
ly sunny skies,
with a high of
71 degrees.
The low may
hit 49.

There’s a
chance of
rain on Tues-
day, when the
high will be
68.

Sunday
4/7

Monday
4/8

Tuesday
4/9

Wednesday
4/10

Thursday
4/11



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first

and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast

at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of  each
month at Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place, 131 E
Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an

appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-9201

For Jay County Elementery Schools

April 8-12
Monday: No School
Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef hot dog on hole wheat bun,

Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun

lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick

Sides for all meals: French fries

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken nuggets, macaroni &

cheese, Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish &

yogurt fun lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad,

breadstick Sides for all meals: Seasoned peas

Thursday: Main Entrees: Toasted cheese sandwich

Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun

lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick

Sides for all meals: Tater tots

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate

Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,

cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for

all meals: Seasoned carrots

Community Calendar

There’s a better way to
manage your day.

Organization Solutions
is hosting a workshop shar-
ing productivity tech-
niques from noon to 4 p.m.
April 11 at John Jay Center
for Learning.

Trainer Janet Jackson
will help participants learn
tips for greater focus, fewer
interruptions, reduced
stress and improved work
and life balance, according
to information from Organ-
ization Solutions. The
workshop begins with dis-
cussing foundational issues
that hinder productivity,
which include interrup-
tions, behaviors and time
management, and dives
into how to handle those
issues.

To register, email
office@organizationsolu-
tionsllc.com.

Volunteer meal
Pennville Volunteer Fire

Department is hosting its
third annual beef  and noo-
dle dinner from 4 to 7 p.m.
today.

Free will donations will
be accepted for the meal,
which includes mashed
potatoes, green beans,
bread, desserts and drinks.
Dine in and carry out meals
will be available while sup-
plies lasts at the fire depart-
ment, 105 N. Washington
St., Pennville.

Looking for director
It’s not too late to apply to

direct Jay County Civic
Theatre’s December pro-
duction of  “The Sound of
Music.”

Auditions will be sched-
uled for the fall in consulta-
tion with the director.
Shows are scheduled for
mid-December.

Applicants should email
their letter of  interest,
resume (include previous

directorial experience and
a list of  the last four shows
in which you were involved
in any capacity) and a list
of  three references to jay-
countycivic@gmail.com.

The deadline is 4 p.m.
Monday.

Gratitude week
It’s time to show grati-

tude.
Jay County Public

Library’s Week of  Grati-
tude is slated for Tuesday
through Friday and cele-
brates being grateful for the
library, patrons and partici-
pating community mem-
bers. 

Events include free serv-
ices Tuesday, when all
printing, copying, faxing
and laminations are free
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
fine-free Thursday, when no
fines will accrue all day and
fines will be forgiven on
accounts as long as they are
not for lost or damaged
items. 

The library will also have
free cupcakes Wednesday
and offer free limited edi-

tion Jay County Public
Library Mood Changing
stadium cups to the first 100
people to visit Friday.

Magic at Minnetrista
Minnetrista Museum

and Gardens is partnering
with Muncie Children’s
Museum to host Magic at
Minnetrista in celebration
of  the upcoming solar
eclipse.

The event will include
programming today, Sun-
day and Monday. Activities
range from constellation-
making and storytelling
crafts to solar viewing
crown crafting and sensory
exploration. There will also
be readings from local
author Laurie Lunsford, a
performance of  an original
short play and a perform-
ance by Orchestra Indiana.

For more information,
visit minnetrista.net/solar-
eclipse or call (765) 282-4848.

Hosting market
Minnetrista of  Muncie is

hosting an indoor farmers
market today.

Indoor markets are held
from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Center Building at Min-
netrista, 1200 N. Min-
netrista Parkway, Muncie.
Participating vendors
accept SNAP, WIC, IU
Health Bucks and the Sen-
ior Farmers Market Nutri-
tion Program.

Another indoor market is
slated for April 20.

Fairgrounds eclipse
Indiana State Fair-

grounds is offering its
grounds as a viewing loca-
tion and entertainment
center during the solar
eclipse this month.

Gates open at the fair-
grounds, 1202 E. 38th St.,
Indianapolis, at 9 a.m. Mon-
day. Multiple areas will be
equipped with viewing
glasses, as well as weather
experts who will provide
insights about the specta-
cle, according to a press
release from the fair-
grounds. Campsites are
also available.

Family friendly music
and performances will be

ongoing throughout the
event. Interactive activities
will also be offered on-site
with educational exhibits
and displays.

Seeking nominees
LifeStream Services is

accepting nominations
for its Golden Hoosier
Award.

The award goes to some-
one 65 or older who “consis-
tently go above and beyond
demonstrating passion and
commitment to service in
their community.” The
award is open to residents
of  Jay, Randolph, Black-
ford, Henry, Delaware,
Wayne, Fayette, Franklin,
Grant, Madison, Rush or
Union counties.

A committee will choose
the top nominees as well as
the winner of  the
LifeStream Golden Hoosier
Award. That individual will
then be nominated for the
state award.

To nominate, visit
lifestreaminc.org/golden-
hoosier. The deadline is Sat-
urday, April 27.

DEAR ABBY: Five years ago, I
was diagnosed with GAD (gener-
alized anxiety disorder). It mani-
fests itself  with sudden outbursts
of  anger when I’m stressed,
which is often. I have three sis-
ters, two of  whom are bossy and
try to take over and control every
little thing. I have always had a
difficult relationship with one of
them. When she stresses me out, I
tend to blow up at her easily. 

The other day, we were in a
stressful situation, and I blew up
at her. I later apologized and
explained about my anxiety. She
replied that it wasn’t my anxiety
but that I want to be the boss and
don’t want to accept her help with
anything. She then proceeded to

order me to do certain things the
way she wanted them done. 

I want to cut ties with her
because of  how she affects my
mental health and sanity. But,
after all, she’s my sister, and there
are situations in which I will have
to be around her. Please advise. —
ANXIETY-RIDDEN IN WEST
VIRGINIA

DEAR ANXIETY-RIDDEN:
You aren’t going to change
your sister. Her compulsion to
control is ingrained in her.
Avoid her as much as possible.
However, if  there are situa-
tions in which you can’t do
that, be polite and keep some
distance. Do not argue with
her, and remember: Just
because someone tells you to
do something does not mean
you have to do it. 

There are treatments for
GAD — medication and talk
therapy. If  your condition
affects your other relation-
ships, consider talking about
it with the medical profession-
al who gave you the diagnosis.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am 29, and I lost

my dad last year. I am writing to
ask how I can help my 5-year-old
understand death better. He miss-
es his grandpa so much that he
cries. Sometimes he tells me he
remembers a lot about my dad,
and other times he tells me he
doesn’t. I am very worried that he
is suppressing his memories of
my father, and I don’t want him
to. 

My son has a lot of  good memo-
ries from when he was younger. I
tried to show him pictures of  my
dad and him together, but tonight
he mixed up his memories of  him
with another grandpa. I tried to
talk to him, but he wouldn’t open

up. How can I get him to open up
to me and start remembering? —
REMEMBERING IN INDIANA

DEAR REMEMBERING:
Your son is 5. Of  course he
misses his grandfather. But
expecting him to cling to every
memory of  the short time they
spent together is unrealistic,
regardless of  how much you
wish it. You could benefit from
discussing this with a child
psychologist. You cannot force
the boy to remember, and try-
ing to do that or make him feel
guilty could actually be harm-
ful. Books have been written
for children on the subject of
death. Please consider getting
one or more for your boy. 

Dear
Abby

Learn technique to manage daily tasks
Taking
Note

Family dynamics add to sister’s anxiety issues
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The Columbian
(Vancouver, Washington)
Tribune News Service

Bungling management and
internal turmoil at Boeing should
serve as a lesson to major corpo-
rations in every industry. It also
should grab the attention of
jurists and a public that relies on
policies that act in the interest of
the people.

In January, a door plug flew off
a Boeing 737 Max 9 jet shortly
after it left Portland International
Airport. Cellphones and other
items were sucked out of  the
plane at 16,000 feet; in some cases,
seat belts prevented passengers
from being pulled into the open-
ing as the cabin decompressed.

As investigations into the inci-
dent continue, Boeing CEO Dave
Calhoun has announced he will
retire at the end of  the year. The
head of  the company’s commer-

cial airplanes unit, Stan Deal,
already has been removed, and
board Chairman Lawrence Kell-
ner has announced that he will
not stand for reelection in May.

The shakeup is necessary as
the aerospace giant attempts to
regain a public trust it repeatedly
has violated. The changes also
lead to questions about Boeing’s
mission and the role of  leader-
ship — a self-examination that
should resonate with other multi-
national corporations.

To some extent, Boeing’s prob-
lems can be traced to a 1997 merg-

er with competitor McDonnell
Douglas. The $14 billion deal was,
at the time, the 10th-largest cor-
porate merger in U.S. history, and
industry experts say it led to a
change in Boeing’s focus.
As Quartz.com explains: “In a
clash of  corporate cultures,
where Boeing’s engineers and
McDonnell Douglas’s bean-coun-
ters went head-to-head, the small-
er company won out.”

Reflecting an emphasis on
stock prices and corporate prof-
its, in 2001 Boeing moved its head-
quarters from Seattle, where the
company was founded, to Chica-
go. It since has moved to Arling-
ton, Virginia.

The impact of  those changes is
evident today. In a note to Boe-
ing employees upon announcing
his pending retirement, Calhoun
emphasized a “total commitment
to safety and quality at every

level of  our company.” He added:
“The eyes of  the world are on us,
and I know we will come through
this moment a better company,
building on all the learnings we
accumulated as we worked
together to rebuild Boeing over
the last number of  years.”

A wary public will rightly ask
why that has not been the stan-
dard all along. Boeing does not
make widgets; it is in a high-risk
industry where inattention to
safety and quality can result in
hundreds of  deaths.

That leads us to point out that
Calhoun’s background is in
accounting. Before joining Boe-
ing, he served as a senior manag-
ing partner at Blackstone Group,
a giant private equity firm, and
his ascension at Boeing is reflec-
tive of  a company that has lost its
way.

Meanwhile, corporations and

some politicians are pushing
back against what they view as
an oppressive regulatory state.
Investigations following the
crash of  two Boeing airliners in
the past decade — along with the
door-plug fiasco this year — have
revealed how Boeing officials
have pushed for self-regulation.

This is not unique to aerospace;
industries ranging from food pro-
cessing to high tech long have
argued that the fox should be
allowed to guard the henhouse.
Now, a case before the U.S.
Supreme Court could undermine
the power of  federal agencies to
enforce regulations on private
industries.

Such a ruling would work
against the public interest. It also
would violate one of  the impor-
tant lessons that corporations
should be learning from the diffi-
culties being faced by Boeing.

Learn from the turmoil at Boeing

By SUSAN GOLDBERG
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

In this election season,
our newsfeeds will be
flooded with stories about
the culture wars. In the
1980s, when I was growing
up, these issues were
shaped by what was then a
new force in politics, lead-
ers of  the religious right.
As a kid in this era, I was
strangely fascinated with
the radio show “Focus on
the Family,” a precursor to
the booming right-wing
media landscape that
exists today.

“Focus on the Family”
molded language, percep-
tion and culture with
intentional word choices.
The Bible was cited as the
source and foundation of  a
very conservative world-
view. I found this infuriat-
ing, because among the
values I heard promoted
were hateful, prejudice-
filled judgments about my
family. They called us dan-
gerous and wrong because
my mother loved a woman.
These ideas were shared
and repeated widely, and
now the terms “family val-
ues” and “traditional fami-
lies” are linked with this
skewed perspective.

As I grew up and began
studying the Hebrew
Bible, the Torah, more
deeply, the modern con-
cept of  the traditional
nuclear family was not
what I found. Most tradi-
tional biblical families do
not have two parents, one a
man and one a woman.
Real biblical families are
defined by complex, lay-
ered relationships, with
multiple sets of  parents
and kids, often connected
in ways other than genet-
ics and blood.

Moses, Sarah and Jacob
were all in what contempo-
rary pundits would call
nontraditional families,
yet one can’t get much
more traditional than the
patriarchs and matriarchs
of  the Hebrew Bible. Fam-
ilies that don’t look like
the nuclear family model
are not new — they are
what the biblical tradition
offers as paradigms for a
life of  family, community
and meaning.

The Torah teaches that
families are created for
many reasons, including
necessity, longing and love.
This remains true today.
Moses was the child of
what we would now call an
open adoption, which pro-
tected him from a murder-
ous decree. He grew up
knowing his birth and
adopted families, making
him the ideal leader when

it was time for the great
Exodus from the tyranny
of  Pharaoh. The patriarch
Jacob had children with
sisters Rachel and Leah
and with their maidser-
vants Zilpah and Bilhah.
These four women gave
birth to and raised 13 chil-
dren together.

Today, foster and adop-
tive families are shaped by
the migrant and refugee
crisis, issues of  mental
health, addiction or the
death of  parents. And just
as the Book of  Genesis is
filled with parents longing
for children and coming
up with active, creative
solutions to have a child,
today we see families
formed through surrogacy,
donors known and
unknown, and adoption.

I empathize with those
who, like me, have been
told that their families
were too different, strange
and nontraditional, and
felt the judgment, shame
and ostracism that comes
with those words. As a
rabbi, I offer a tikkun, a
healing, to anyone with
that pain. We need to cele-
brate all the families in
our communities and to
correctly call them tradi-
tional.

The traditional family
that I am in now was creat-
ed from love and in
response to a dear one’s
longing to have a child. My
husband was her sperm
donor. The three adults
and four kids in our Torah
family are connected in
many intertwined ways.

People describe families
now in many ways: queer
families, families of
choice, blended families.
Some families find unique
names to describe the rela-
tionships that build their
home. Simple questions
from inquisitive people
can be hard to answer
because we don’t always
have the words to describe
our reality. But words cre-
ate worlds. The term “tra-
ditional family” should be
reclaimed for all these
families. They are not
modern or nontraditional
but, rather, a new leaf  on
an ancient family tree.

••••••••••
Goldberg is the founding

rabbi of  Nefesh, an inclu-
sive Jewish spiritual com-
munity in Los Angeles.

Bible is full of
‘non-traditional’

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

In the 1987 film, “Wall Street,” Gor-
don Gecko famously said, “If  you’re
not inside, you are outside, okay.” I
was impressionable as a young
undergraduate when I saw it in the
theater that year. Since then, I have
firmly believed decisions were only
made by the people present in the
exclusive room where the next impor-
tant thing was going to happen. 

I still do. Whether the organization
is in the world of  government or busi-
ness, entertainment or athletics, it’s
my view that the best leaders are
insiders.

So, why do so many political cam-
paigns spend so much energy
attempting to create the image that
their candidate is an “outsider?” The
perceived value of  it is a mystery. 

First of  all, let’s be clear. None of
the top candidates for Indiana gover-
nor are outsiders. The mere sugges-
tion by any of  them is nothing but a
ruse. Complicating the weirdness fur-
ther, being from the outside of  gov-
ernment, politics or both, has no
value for this specific job, either.  

The office of  governor in Indiana is
structurally weak. Constitutionally,
the simple majority to override a veto
has made it such throughout history.
In 2024 though, the entrenched super-
majorities in the legislature have
made it even weaker. Not since Mitch
Daniels left office twelve years ago
has the office been occupied by the
unequivocal leader of  the party. 

None of  those running this year
will change that. There is no move-
ment growing behind any of  them.
One of  them will prevail in the pri-
mary and appear on the ballot this
fall, but whoever is inaugurated in
January will still be taking orders
from the gerrymandered power base
on the third floor of  the Statehouse.
The lack of  any energy behind any
big idea practically seals that deal.

There really is only one policy pro-

posal that has risen above the har-
monious nothingness of  this pri-
mary battle, and that is Lt. Gov.
Suzanne Crouch’s pitch to eliminate
the state’s income tax. But because
the details on how to accomplish it
are undeveloped, this innovative idea
feels a lot like the campaign promise
of  a sixth-grade class president can-
didate promising to end homework.
Ironically, this pie-in-the-sky offering
comes from the candidate least likely
to be called an outsider. Go figure. 

Crouch has an opportunity to
achieve a little bit of  outsider street
cred as the only woman among the
top candidates. Even though the GOP
has a “woman” problem in post-
Dobbs America, the LG seems to
have abandoned this opening by
preaching the same pro-Dobbs tones
as the dudes on the stage. This is a
mistake. 

Eric Doden said he’s not focused on
trying to be an outsider, adding, “I’m
focused on being a leader and a
visionary.” Hmm, the trouble is the
“visionary” feature of  his campaign
is hard to identify, unless the inex-
haustible man-of-faith mantra he is
promoting is the source of  some yet-
to-be-named epiphany. It’s possible. 

Brad Chambers refers to himself
as a “political outsider” often. I think
all that means is that he hasn’t run
for office before. He wants to get the
Mitch Daniels endorsement, another
insider who ran as an outsider, get-
ting away with it on the strength of
Hoosier civic ignorance. 

But Mike Braun wants to be an out-
sider too. And why not? He’s only fin-
ishing his first term in the U.S. Sen-

ate. It’s not like he’s been there for
more than six years or anything.
Maybe if  he were more of  an insider,
he could have avoided violating cam-
paign finance laws resulting in a
whopping $159,000 fine from the Fed-
eral Election Commission last week.
Maybe. 

Gautan Mukunda wrote for the
Harvard Business Review, “Great
leaders don’t need experience.” He
explains that while insiders, those
with experience and industry knowl-
edge are a safe bet to be good leaders,
they are unlikely to be “great.” These
types are defined as “filtered leaders,
those whose careers followed a nor-
mal progression.” However, Makun-
da writes, “It’s the unfiltered leaders,
the outsiders without lots of  experi-
ence, who perform the very best,”
though they also pose the highest
risk. 

But that research came from way
back in 2012. 

In December, HBR published, “8
Essential Qualities of  Successful
Leaders,” and found something more
important. Harvard business profes-
sor Linda Hill says successful leaders
“tend to have intentionally put them-
selves in situations where they have
to learn, adapt, and grow…” Out-
sider, or not. 

True outsiders with a legitimate
shot at becoming governor of  any
state are rare. Question why a candi-
date would want any voter to believe
such an easily exposed stratagem. 

When S.E. Hinton published “The
Outsiders,” in 1967, the Greasers
were in the title role. But she wrote
the book as someone from the inside.
It’s probably why it was so damn
good. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Seeking outsider label is weird
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Youthful achievement

1) This former Indiana high school basketball
star was the 1960-61 NBA Rookie of the Year?

2) This U.S. president was the youngest in history
before Teddy Roosevelt was inaugurated in 1901?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Oscar Robertson
2) Ulysses S. Grant
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building  806 W Votaw
St., Portland, IN
Friday Evening
April 12th, 2024

5:00 P.M..
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -

OLD ITEMS
Speed Queen washer;
Whirlpool dryer; 3 pc.
queen size bedroom

suit;
Whirlpool washer; GE

dryer; Lazy Boy reclining
sofa; curved glass china

cabinet; (2) ornate
flower lamps; Bentley
clock; cast iron skillet
and chicken fryer; pres-
sure cookers; metal fold-

ing chairs; wood step
ladder; 2 metal swings;
outdoor furniture; many
other items not listed.
MARY MCKIBBEN

ESTATE
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning,
April 6th, 2024
9:30 A.M..

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS-GUNS
Crosley refrigerator;
Maytag washer; GE

dryer; upright freezer; 4
pc. queen size bedroom
suit; glass door knobs;
copper tea pots; Barbi-
es; Indian baskets; INDI-

AN
ARTIFACTS: Over 125
pieces to include arrow-
heads, spear points, and

axe; sugar bucket;
cheese boxes; maga-
zine rack; crocks; J

Stevens Arms Co Little
Scout 22 long rifle; J
Stevens Arms Co 22

long rifle; Mossburg 410
rifle; Heritage Rough

Rider 22L revolver; Red
Ryder BB gun; and
many other items not

listed.
4 x 4 – ZERO TURN
MOWER - TOOLS

Yamaha Rhino 700 – 4 x
4 with 2,622 miles;

Husqvarna PZ60 – 60”
zero turn mower with 31
hp engine; Troy Bilt 21”
self propelled mower;
John Deere manure
spreader,JD EV chain
saw; tool cabinet on

rollers; Western Saddle;
English Saddle; and
many other items not

listed.
WILKINS FAMILY

AND
NASH FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR

$350
Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION

The voters of JAY County are notified in accordance with Indiana Code 3-8-2-19 that a primary
election will be held within the county on [t/ay 7,2C24, with the polls open from 6:00 a.m. until 6:00
p.m., prevailing local time. I certify that based on the declarations of candidacy filed !n the office
of the county election board (or the Lake, Porter, or Tippecanoe County Boards of Elections and
Registration), and the public questions certified to me by the State of Indiana or this county's
election board, the following individuals and public questions will be placed on the primary
election ballot:

DEMOCRATIC PARTY PRIMARY CONTESTANTS
Candidate Name and Address Office Sought
Joseph R Biden Jr. US President
PO Box 58174 Philadelphia, PA 19102
Marc Carmichael United States Senator from Indiana
3251 N. Pennsylvania St. Apt. C Indianapolis, IN 46205
Valerie McCray United States Senator from Indiana
1075 Broad Ripple Ave #220 Indianapolis, IN 46220
Jennifer G. McCormick Governor
1341 W County Road 50 N New Castle, IN 47362
Kiley M. Adolph United States Representative, Third
3300 E 300 N Fremont, IN 46737 District
Phil Goss United States Representative, Third
6311 Smith Road Fort Wayne, IN 46809 District
John E Bartlett State Representative, District 033
1703 E 300 S Hartford City, IN 47348
Jim Phillips State Representative, District 033
605 West Main St. Redkey, IN 47373
Blake B Watson Jay County Commissioner, District 
5572 South 1000 West PO Box 166 Redkey, IN 47373 South

REPUBLICAN PARTY PRIMARY CANDIDATES
Candidate Name and Address Office Sought
Nikki R. Haley US President
186 Seven Farms Drive, Suite F-370 Daniel Island, SC 29492
Donald J. Trump US President
P.O. Box 13570 Arlington, VA 22219
Jim Banks United States Senator from Indiana
341 N. Chauncey Street Columbia City, IN 46725
Mike Braun Governor
2080 W. 600 N Jasper, IN 47546
Brad Chambers Governor
6986 Washington Boulevard W. Indianapolis, IN 46220
Suzanne Crouch Governor
12345 Browning Road Evansville, IN 47725
Eric Doden Governor
8830 Notestine Road Fort Wayne, IN 46835
Curtis Hill Governor
3314 East Lake Drive South Elkhart, IN 46514
Jamie Reitenour Governor
6711 Colville Place Indianapolis, IN 46236
Grant Bucher United States Representative, Third
160 Lane 755B Snow Lake Fremont, IN 46737 District
Wendy Davis United States Representative, Third
11120 Carnoustie Lane Fort Wayne, IN 46814 District
Mike Felker United States Representative, Third
2089 S. Maple Run Warsaw, IN 46580 District
Jon Kenworthy United States Representative, Third
10911 Sherrelwood Court Fort Wayne, IN 46845 District
Tim Smith United States Representative, Third
2931 Homestead Sourt Fort Wayne, IN 46804 District
Marlin A. Stutzman United States Representative, Third
560 E. State Road 120 Howe, IN 46746 District
Eric Whalen United States Representative, Third
6906 E. 900 N. Decatur, IN 46733-8132 District
Andy Zay United States Representative, Third
1891 Stults Road Huntington, IN 46750 District
Gregory W. LeMaster State Representative, District 033
226 S. Meridian Street Portland, IN 47371
John (J.D.) Prescott State Representative, District 033
5650 N. 500 E. Union City, IN 47390
Matthew S. Lehman State Representative, District 079
663 Lehman Street Berne, IN 46711
Brian David Hutchison Judge of the Jay Circuit Court, 58th 
107 Rayburn Drive Portland, IN 47371 Judicial Circuit
Missy Eads Elliott Jay County Circuit Court Clerk
226 E 650 S Portland, IN 47371
Jon Eads Jay County Treasurer
415 E Votaw St Portland, IN 47371
Jonelle Foreman Jay County Treasurer
3432 W Division Rd Portland, IN 47371
Brayden Fields Jay County Coroner
2756 W St Rd 67 Portland, IN 47371
Bradley A Daniels Jay County Surveyor
416 W Arch St Portland, IN 47371
Doug Horn Jay County Commissioner, District 
3353 W 650 N Bryant, IN 47326 North
Michael Leonhard Jay County Commissioner, District 
846 E 300 N Portland, IN 47371 North
Brian R Mcgalliard Jay County Commissioner, District 
220 S Angle St Dunkirk, IN 47336 South
Duane Monroe Jay County Commissioner, District 
6593 W 300 S Portland, IN 47371 South
Bryan Alexander Jay County Council, At Large
303 E Arch Street PO Box 801 Portland, IN 47371
Michael E Brewster Jay County Council, At Large
316 E Water St Portland, IN 47371-2224
David Haines Jay County Council, At Large
775 S Jean Drive Portland, IN 47371
Matt Minnich Jay County Council, At Large
5212 N 450 E Portland, IN 47371

PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO VOTERS
NONE

IN-PERSON ABSENTEE OR "EARLY" VOTING INFORMATION
The dates, times and locations of in-person voting at the circuit court clerk's office and, if
applicable, at satellite offices
are as follows:
LOCATION ADDRESS: LOCATION HOURS
JAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE AUDITORIUM Open Tuesday 04/09/2024 until 
120 N COURT STREET Friday 04/12/2024 from
PORTLAND IN, 47371 8:30AM to 4:30PM

Open Monday 04/15/2024 until Friday
04/19/2024 from 8:30AM
to 4:30PM
Open Monday 04/22/2024 until Friday
04/26/2024 from 8:30AM
to 4:30PM
Open Saturday 04/27/2024 until 
Saturday 04/27/2024 from
8:00AM to 3:00PM
Open Monday 04/29/2024 until Friday
05/03/2024 from 8:30AM
to 4:30PM
Open Saturday 05/04/2024 until 
Saturday 05/04/2024 from
8:00AM to 3:00PM
Open Monday 05/06/2024 until 
Monday 05/06/2024 from
8:30AM to 12:00PM

Dated this 26th day of March, 2024
Jon Eads

Circuit Court Clerk
CR 4-6-2024 HSPAYLP

Public Notice
ELECTION DAY LOCATIONS-POLLS 

OPEN 6 AM AND CLOSE 6 PM
Precinct Name Voting Location
Dunkirk 1,3 & Knox West Jay Community Center

Dunkirk City Park
Redkey Redkey Faith Ministries

9811 E SR 67 Redkey
Penn & Jackson Pennville Lions Club Building

State Rd 1, Pennville
Jefferson, Green & Pike Jay County Scout Complex

4681 W 450 S, Portland
Wayne 1,3,4, Jay Community Center
Noble & Madison 115 E Water St, Portland
Wayne 2 Jay County Courthouse 

Auditorium
120 N Court St, Portland

Wayne 7 Nazarene First Church
920 S Shank St, Portland

Bearcreek & Wabash Bryant Community Center
Bryant

These are the polling places for the 2024 
Primary and theGeneral Election.

CR 4-6-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2024 TERM
CAUSE NO: 

38C01-2402-EU-000005
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE

OF:
LOUANNA J. HURST

(Deceased)
NOTICE OF UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Teresa Alig was appointed as
Personal Representative of
the estate of Louanna J.
Hurst, deceased, on the 5th
day of February, 2024, who
died on the 16th day of Jan-
uary, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated this day of February,
2024.

Jon Eads
CLERK OF THE JAY 

CIRCUIT COURT
COLDREN, FRANTZ &

SPRUNGER
Attorneys at Law

940 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-4220
CR 3-30, 4-6-2024-HSPAXLP PUBLIC AUCTION

Located in the Women’s Building  at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806 E Votaw Street, 

Portland Indiana on Friday Evening

APRIL 12, 2024  
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS - OLD ITEMS 
Speed Queen washer; Whirlpool dryer; 3 pc. queen
size bedroom suit; Whirlpool washer; GE dryer;
Aquos flat screen TV;  queen size bed; 5 drawer
chest; 4 drawer chest; 3 pc. bedroom suit; (2) Lazy
Boy rocker/recliners; Lazy Boy reclining sofa;
curved glass china cabinet; round occasional table;
lamp stands; (2) ornate flower lamps; Bentley clock;
Singer sewing machine with cabinet; Frigidaire
microwave; china hutch; formica kitchen table with
4 chairs; knee hole desk; coffee table; fans; heaters;
Oster toaster oven; (3) folding tables; LG TV; Lazy
Boy recliner; bedding; baking pans; glass baking
dishes; cannister set; skillets; cake pans; crock pots;
figurines; Christmas tree; phones; electric skillet;
coffee maker; Oster blender;  cast iron skillet and
chicken fryer; plasticware; granite roaster; snowman
solar garden light; luggage throw rugs; small snow
globes; oil lamps; Club Aluminum pots; towels;
Christmas Village pieces; utensils; Pyrex; Corning;
Tupperware; pressure cookers; metal folding chairs;
wood step ladder; 2 metal swings; outdoor furniture;
many other items not listed.

MARY MCKIBBEN ESTATE
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 4-6-2024

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED:  3430 W State Road 67, Portland, IN
or 3 ½ miles west of Portland at the corner of Hwy

67 and County Road 200 South.

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2024
9:00 A.M.

FARM TRACTORS – FARM EQUIP. –
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP.  – TRUCKS –

TRAILERS- VEHICLES- RIDING MOWERS –
ATVS – ATTACHMENTS – MISC. 

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS UNTIL
NOON THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2024. 

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD.
TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  Indiana Sales Tax will
be collected at this auction.

AREA CONTRACTORS & FARMERS
OWNERS 

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
www.auctionzip.com – Auctioneer ID #4243

CR 4-6-2024
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PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,

2024
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MAY 2ND, 2024. 

Statements made sale

day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is
too big or small. Pole
barns, roofing, remodel-
ing. 260-849-2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The Com-
mercial Review at 260-
726-8141 for more infor-
mation. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one side..35
cents each or four for

$1.40, plus tax. The Com-
mercial Review, 309 W
Main, Portland 260-726-

8141.  

HOT TUBS, FIRE-
PLACES, STOVES!
Special Spring Prices!
Kerns Fireplace & Spa
5217 Tama Road Celina,
OH 45822 (419) 363-
2230  

170 PETS

SHORT HAIRED BOR-
DER COLLIE cross pup-
pies. Born 2/2/24
w/shots $175.00 or Best
Offer. Born on a farm.
Call 765-847-1697  

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
FOR SALE Gehl MX100
feed grinder/mixer
$3000.00. Call 765-744-
7145  

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 140 APPLIANCES
190 FARMERS

COLUMN 200 FOR RENT  SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

READ THE CR 
THEN RECYCLE

By ALEX BROWN
Stateline.org
Tribune News Service

For 200 miles, the Wabash River
forms the border between Illinois
and Indiana as it meanders south
to the Ohio River.

On the Illinois side, lawmakers
are scrambling to pass a bill that
would protect wetlands from
development and pollution, in
order to safeguard water quality
and limit flooding. But in Indi-
ana, state policymakers hastily
passed a law earlier this year to
roll back wetlands regulations, at
the urging of  developers and
farm groups who said such rules
were overly burdensome.

That means the water that
flows into the Wabash River from
the west may soon be governed by
very different standards than its
watershed on the eastern side.

The divide is the result of  a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling last year
that stripped federal protection
from millions of  acres of  wet-
lands that had been covered
under the Clean Water Act —
leaving their fate up to the states.

“It creates a checkered land-
scape in terms of  water quality,”
said Marla Stelk, executive direc-
tor of  the National Association of
Wetland Managers, a nonprofit
group that represents state and
tribal regulators. “Even if  your
state is doing all the right things,
you could be downstream of  a
state that doesn’t have wetlands
protections.”

In the first full legislative ses-
sions since the ruling came
down, lawmakers in some blue
states, including Illinois, Col-
orado, New Mexico and Washing-
ton, have been drafting state pro-
tections or have increased state
funding to replace the loss of  fed-
eral oversight. Some red states,
including Indiana, Missouri,
North Carolina and Tennessee,
have passed or considered meas-
ures to roll back safeguards that
are no longer mandated by the
feds.

The lobbying from environ-
mental groups on one side and
developers and farm groups on
the other has sent states moving
in opposite directions during the
2024 legislative session.

A ‘fallback plan’
The Supreme Court ruling in

the Sackett v. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency case last year
stripped Clean Water Act protec-
tions from wetlands that do not
share a surface connection with a
larger body of  water, leaving out
many waters that connect
through underground channels.
The decision leaves more than
half  of  the nation’s 118 million
acres of  wetlands without federal
oversight. In 24 states, no state-
level regulations cover those
waters, according to the Environ-
mental Law Institute, a nonprofit
research group.

“Illinois did not have a fallback
plan,” said state Sen. Laura Ell-
man, a Democrat who is sponsor-
ing the bill to protect wetlands
under state law. “We’re cobbling
one together right now. The
intent is to restore what we had in
place before.”

Democratic state Rep. Anna
Moeller, the measure’s House
sponsor, noted that Illinois has
lost 90% of  its wetlands since the
early 1800s.

“Wetlands are important in
improving water quality for
drinking water because they fil-
ter contaminants,” she said.
“They’re good for preventing
flooding because they act as a nat-
ural sponge. They’re good for
native species.”

Ellman and Moeller said bill
supporters are working with
state regulators to make some
minor technical changes before it
advances. Paul Botts, executive
director of  the Wetlands Initia-
tive, a Chicago-based nonprofit,
said environmental advocates

and regulatory officials have con-
cerns about funding for the pro-
gram, which lawmakers hope
will be largely covered by fees on
permit applicants.

Backers don’t yet have a price
tag for how much the permitting
program would cost, and regula-
tors in other states have found it
difficult to cover their funding
needs through fees alone.

But “the overall concept of  Illi-
nois stepping up where the feds
have stepped back does seem to
be resonating,” Botts said.
“There’s plenty more sausage-
making to come, because Illinois
has not even had the bones of
such a program. We’re really
starting from scratch here.”

Unlike Illinois, neighboring
Indiana did have state wetlands
rules prior to the Sackett deci-
sion. But lawmakers moved
quickly this year to shift some
wetlands into classifications that
have fewer protections.

“You have a ditch that’s back-
ing up water and all of  a sudden
we’re calling this a wetland,” said
Republican state Sen. Rick
Niemeyer, the bill’s sponsor. “Our
developers were having trouble
with the definitions. Agriculture
was getting hit with this.”

In Indiana, Illinois and many
other states, local homebuilders’
groups have been among the lead-
ing voices to curtail wetlands reg-
ulation. Rick Wajda, CEO of  the
Indiana Builders Association,
echoed Niemeyer’s assertion that
the law will reduce protections
only for “low-quality wetlands.”

“We look at any regulation to
see if  there’s ways we can bring
more houses to the market,” he
said. “If  we allow a property to be
used to its fullest intent, then
maybe we can get more houses
into the market and start to soften
the housing shortage.”

But many environmental advo-
cates in Indiana say the new
law’s supporters are understat-
ing its effects. They argue that
Republicans rushed the measure
through the legislative process in
just over a month to avoid public
scrutiny.

“The more oxygen it got, the
more Hoosiers would have spo-
ken out against it,” said Demo-

cratic state Sen. Shelli Yoder. “If
you look across Indiana and see
the increases in flooding, the
increases in drought, the pres-
ence of  the worst kind of  PFAS
[chemicals], it’s hard to shrug off
and say it’s just a mud puddle.”

Yoder said developers have told
her that building on wetlands is
an expensive task, even with no
regulations in place, undermin-
ing claims that regulatory roll-
backs will lead to affordable hous-
ing.

Writing new rules
Like Illinois, several other

Democratic-led states have
passed or considered bills to cre-
ate wetlands protections or
increase funding to state regula-
tory agencies to compensate for
the loss of  federal support.

In Colorado, state legislative
leaders are expected to introduce
a bill in the coming days that
would establish state-level protec-
tions for the wetlands that lost
coverage following the Sackett
decision. Supporters say Col-
orado and other states with arid
regions are especially vulnerable,
because the Supreme Court rul-
ing also cut protections for
“ephemeral” streams that don’t
flow year-round.

“We really only have one shot
to get this right,” said Josh Kuhn,
water campaign manager with
Conservation Colorado, a Denver-
based nonprofit. “Once these wet-
lands are destroyed, they’re basi-
cally gone forever. If  we don’t
have a strong program, we could
see increased costs associated
with water treatment, with the
impacts of  flooding, with the
threat of  wildfire.”

In New Mexico, state regula-
tors already had been working to
establish a permitting program
that covers wetlands. State lead-
ers say the court ruling increased
the urgency to put state oversight
in place.

“It got our legislature’s atten-
tion, hence the reason they were
anxious to fund this,” said John
Rhoderick, director of  the Water
Protection Division within the
state Environment Department.
“It’s easier to prevent contamina-
tion or degradation of  your water

than it is to have to clean it up
after it happens.”

In the budget passed by state
lawmakers earlier this year,
Rhoderick’s agency received $7
million to help establish the pro-
gram. The funding will allow the
agency to hire enforcement staff,
improve its mapping of  state
waters and establish a permitting
database. Agency officials expect
to publish draft rules this fall,
with regulations officially in
place by 2027. Once fully estab-
lished, the program will require
35 to 50 dedicated staffers.

“The department has been
short-staffed for a number of
years,” said Doug Meiklejohn,
water quality and land restora-
tion advocate with Conservation
Voters New Mexico. “This is crit-
ical. We’re pushing for develop-
ment of  a surface water permit-
ting program, and that’s going to
involve hiring people with expert-
ise to put together regulations
and standards where they’re
needed.”

Lawmakers in Washington
state also provided a funding
boost for agency regulators. The
state’s Department of  Ecology
already has well-established wet-
lands standards, but it’s expect-
ing an influx of  permit applica-
tions for waters that were once
covered by federal agencies. With
an extra $2 million, agency lead-
ers say they’ll be able to add more
staffers to ensure permits are
processed on time.

“This will really help,” said
Lauren Driscoll, manager of  the
wetlands program with the Wash-
ington State Department of  Ecol-
ogy. “We’re focused on getting
things in place so we don’t have
any delays.”

States step back
Indiana’s move to cut wetlands

standards followed North Caroli-
na’s rollback of  state laws soon
after the Sackett decision.

“We generally don’t regulate
more stringently than the federal
government,” Ray Starling, presi-
dent of  the NC Chamber Legal
Institute, the legal strategy arm
of  the business advocacy group,
told Stateline at the time.

While Republican lawmakers

overrode the veto of  Democratic
Gov. Roy Cooper, the governor
issued an executive order in Feb-
ruary directing state agencies to
conserve 1 million acres of  natu-
ral lands, with an emphasis on
wetlands. The order directed
state leaders to avoid projects that
would harm vulnerable wetlands,
while also instructing state agen-
cies to pursue more federal fund-
ing for wetlands restoration.

“It’s unfortunate that the state
legislature tried to lock in the
damage done by Sackett, but
there are still things that can be
done in places where a governor
is more interested in environ-
mental protection than polluter
profits,” said Julian Gonzalez,
senior legislative counsel for poli-
cy and legislation at Earthjustice,
an environmental law group.

Meanwhile, a bill in Tennessee
to eliminate state wetlands stan-
dards did not advance out of  com-
mittee, following strong push-
back from state regulators and
environmental groups. Backers
of  the bill said environmental
officials have made it too costly to
farm or develops lands that have
wet areas. The proposal was sent
to a legislative summer study ses-
sion.

The measure “has real conse-
quences that would negatively
impact Tennessee’s natural her-
itage and our environmental
resiliency,” Grace Stranch, CEO
of  the Harpeth Conservancy, told
the Tennessee Lookout.

Missouri lawmakers are con-
sidering a bill that would narrow
state protections. In an analy-
sis of  the bill, the state’s Depart-
ment of  Natural Resources said
the measure’s fiscal impact was
incalculable, as the lowered stan-
dards could threaten the aquifers
that provide drinking water to
59% of  Missouri residents.

Agriculture groups have sup-
ported the bill, the Missouri Inde-
pendent reported, saying current
regulations apply to areas that
would be better characterized as
ditches.

••••••••••
Stateline is part of  States News-

room, a national nonprofit news
organization focused on state poli-
cy.

Protections or rollbacks?
States are choosing following Supreme Court ruling

Jonathan Cohen/Dreamstime/Tribune News Service

The Lincoln Memorial Bridge crosses the Wabash River, connecting the towns of Vincennes, Indiana, and Westport,
Illinois. A U.S. Supreme Court ruling last year that stripped federal protection from millions of acres of wetlands that had been
covered under the Clean Water Act — leaving their fate up to the states.
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Calling all sports fans
The Commercial Review is looking for part-time

SPORTS STRINGERS
to assist with coverage of local high school athletics.

If you love sports, enjoy attending games and events in-person and
have strong writing skills, this is an excellent opportunity for you.

As a sports stringer you will
Cover games as needed, as they fit into your schedule

Interview and interact with coaches and athletes
Be paid on a per-game, per-story basis

Required skills
Enjoyment and understanding of sports

Writing clearly and with a purpose
Ability to meet deadlines

Email letters of interest to r.cooney@thecr.com

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Track at Wapahani – 9:30 a.m.;

Boys golf at Yorktown – 10 a.m.; Girls tennis vs.
Hagerstown – 10 a.m.; Baseball vs. Mis-
sissinewa – 12 p.m.; Softball vs. Blackford – 12
p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Blackford – 12 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Ansonia – 11
a.m.; Softball at Parkway Valley – 11 a.m.; JV
baseball double-headers vs. Fort Loramie – 11
a.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Baseball at Eastbrook – 5 p.m.;

Softball at Eastbrook – 5 p.m.; Track at South
Adams – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high track at North-
side – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track at St. John’s – 4:30
p.m.; Baseball vs. Versailles – 5 p.m.; Softball at
Versailles– 5 p.m.; JV baseball at Versailles – 5
p.m.

TV sports
Today

2 a.m. — Formula 1: Japanese Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Manchester

City at Crystal Palace (USA)
10 a.m. — Premier League: Brentford at

Aston Villa (USA)
12 p.m. — UFL: Memphis Showboats at San

Antonio Brahmas (ESPN)
12 p.m. — Women’s amateur golf: Augusta

National Women’s Amateur (NBC)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at

Brighton & Hove Albion (USA)
1 p.m. — NHL: Tampa Bay Lightning at Pitts-

burgh Penguins (ABC)
2 p.m. — USL Championship: North Carolina

FC at Detroit City (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at

Boston Bruins (ABC)
3:30 p.m. — PGA Tour: Texas Open (NBC)
4 p.m. — USL Championship: Indy Eleven at

Louisville City (CBS)
5:30 p.m. — College baseball: Clemson at

Notre Dame (ESPN2)
6 p.m. — College basketball Final Four: N.C.

State vs. Purdue (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: DUDE

Wipes 250 (FS1)
7:45 p.m. — MLS: Los Angeles Galaxy at

Los Angeles FC (FOX)
8 p.m. — UFL: St. Louis Battlehawks at

Arlington Renegades (ABC)
8:50 p.m. — College basketball Final Four:

Alabama vs. UConn (TNT)
10 p.m. — USL Championship: Monterey

Bay at Oakland Roots (FOX)

Sunday
1 a.m. — Formula 1: Japanese Grand Prix

(ESPN)
10:30 a.m. — Premier League: Liverpool at

Manchester United (NBC)
11 a.m. — College softball: Georgia at Ten-

nessee (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at Birm-

ingham Stallions (ESPN)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Chelsea at

Sheffield United (NBC)
1 p.m. — NHL: Buffalo Sabres at Detroit

Red Wings (TNT)
1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Texas Open (NBC)
1 p.m. — Premier League: Nottingham For-

est at Tottenham Hotspur (USA)
1:45 p.m. — MLS: Portland Timbers at

Sporting Kansas City (FOX)
3 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Cook Out

400 (FS1)
4 p.m. — UFL: St. D.C. Defenders at Hous-

ton Roughnecks (FOX)
4 p.m. — College basketball: HBCU All-Star

Game (CBS)
5 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at Indiana Pac-

ers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at Texas

Rangers (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Colorado

Avalanche (ESPN)

Monday
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
9:20 p.m. — College basketball National

Championship (CBS)

Tuesday
6 p.m. — College softball: Michigan at

Michigan State (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Char-

lotte Hornets (ABC); Indiana Pacers at Toronto
Raptors (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capitals at
Detroit Red Wings (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Mil-

waukee Bucks (TNT)
9:30 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at Col-

orado Avalanche (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at

Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Local notes
Challenge set

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge
for the 2024 season will begin April 20, where
participants 19-years-old or older can compete
in a total of eight races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge is
$150 and will enter participants in all eight
races, with five needing to be completed for the
Challenge Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from Adams
County, but only the first 100 entries will com-
pete. Participation in individual events is avail-
able as well.

To sign up or for more information, visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

email details to sports@thecr.com.

Box score

Fort Recovery Indians
vs. Parkway Panthers

Parkway (2-1, 0-1 MAC)
ab r h bi

Berry ss 4 0 0 0
Thomas lf 4 0 0 0
Crouch 3b 2 0 1 0
Samples 2b 3 0 0 0
Ford 1b 2 0 0 0

Boroff cr 0 0 0 0
Tripett rf 2 0 0 0
Bates dh 2 0 1 0
Smith cf 3 0 0 0
Harner c 3 0 1 0
Totals 25 0 3 0

Fort Recovery (1-1, 1-0 MAC)
ab r h bi

RWendel lf 4 1 2 0
THoman cf 4 0 0 0
Grisez 3b 4 0 1 1
Gaerke ss 3 0 1 0
Faller 1b 2 0 0 0
Tobe c 1 0 0 0
CHoman dh 3 0 0 0
SWendel 2b 3 0 0 0
Leverette rf 3 0 0 0
Totals 27 1 4 1

Parkway 000 000 00 — 0
Ft. Recov. 000 000 01 — 1

LOB — Parkway 5, Fort Recovery
5. 2B — Fort Recovery 1
(RWednel). SB — Parkway 1
(Crouch), Fort Recovery 1 (RWen-
del).

IP H R ER BB SO
Parkway
Rollins 5.1 2 0 0 1 2
Ford 2.1 2 1 1 0 4

Fort Recovery
Dues 8 3 0 0 2 8

Continued from page 10
To even get to the

eighth inning, it took a
strong effort from Alex
Dues on the mound. The
senior went the distance
for the Indians, tossing 92
total pitches.

Dues only allowed six
batters to reach base in
the game on three sin-
gles, two walks and one
hit by pitch. Only twice
did a runner reach sec-
ond base. The first time,
Devon Crouch got nicked
by a pitch to reach first
and then swiped second
base. Dues responded by
striking out the next
three Panthers to end the
inning.

The seventh inning
opened with Ford draw-
ing a walk on six pitches
and advancing on a sacri-
fice bunt by Jacoby
Triplett. Dues struck out
the next batter and got
the final out on a fly ball
that Sage Wendel tracked
down behind first base.

Dues ended with only
two walks and three hits
while punching out eight
batters to secure the win
for the Indians.

“My offspeed was real-
ly moving today and I got
it to finally get going,”

Dues said. “I knew that I
had to keep things exact-
ly the same and just keep
going one inning at a
time and one batter at a
time.”

Neither team had
played in over a week as
Fort Recovery’s last game
— a 4-1 loss to Celina —
occurred on March 25,
while Parkway (2-1, 0-1

MAC) hadn’t played since
a 2-0 win over Celina on
March 28. The Indians
had games canceled
March 30 against
Crestview and Monday

against Lehman Catholic
because of  rain.

FRHS coach Kevin
Eyink admitted to having
some concerns about the
state of  his team after the
10-day break.

“It was not a good feel-
ing,” Eyink said. “I didn't
feel real confident about
our game skills, because
we haven't been on the
field a lot. I was a little
nervous about that.”

Those concerns went
away quickly as Dues’
effort led the Indians and
the defense backed him
up without committing
an error.

Despite having runners
at the corners twice and
not getting the run
across, Eyink was happy
with his team’s perform-
ance, especially consider-
ing a lack of  major errors
on the Panthers’ side.

“That’s a huge goal to
win these MAC games
and have a chance to win
the MAC,” Eyink said.
“Parkway is a really good
team and had a great out-
ing. They really made no
mistakes and were funda-
mentally sound.

“Everybody is going to
be that way, so to get one
in extra innings 1-0 feels
really good.”

Eighth ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS shortstop Alex Gaerke fields a ground ball during Friday’s 1-0
win over the Parkway Panthers. The Indians didn’t commit a single error in the
game as they picked up their first win of the season and move to 1-0 in the
Midwest Athletic Conference.



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The Indi-
ans and the Panthers locked
themselves into a pitchers’ duel.

The Indians had already blown
two opportunities with runners
in scoring position, but with a
man on second and two outs,
Caden Grisez wasn’t going to
allow a ninth inning.

Grisez delivered the walk-off
single to lift the Fort Recovery
High School baseball team over
the Parkway Panthers 1-0 in eight
innings Friday.

The Indians (1-1, 1-0 Midwest
Athletic Conference), started off
on the wrong foot in the bottom
of  the eighth inning with a strike-
out.

Parkway pitcher Braxton Ford
utilized the momentum to get two
quick strikes on Reece Wendel as
well. The sophomore battled off
two more pitches before Ford
finally gave him one to hit, which
he drove to the left-center field
gap for a double.

Troy Homan got rung up on a
close call to bring Grisez up to the
plate with two outs and the win-
ning run on second.

“I felt comfortable at the
plate,” Grisez said. “Just want-
ed to put the ball in play and see
what happens.”

That’s exactly what the jun-
ior did.

Wasting no time, Grisez
swung at the first pitch, placing
a line drive between the Pan-
thers’ third baseman and short-
stop. He hit the ball just hard
enough to get through the
infield but softly enough for it
to slowly roll along the outfield
grass before Trent Rollins
could grab the ball in left field.

Wendel had more than
enough time to race from sec-
ond to home and score the win-
ning run, igniting the celebra-
tion from the Indians’ dugout.

“I started to stay back on the
ball better in the sixth
(inning),” Grisez said. “I finally
got a pitch I liked and I put it in
left-center. I was sitting fastball
the whole time, saw it and
drove it in.

“It was great. I imagined that
when I went up to the plate and
it felt awesome.”

See Eighth page 9
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Fort Loramie rallies to beat
FRHS softball in seventh,
See story below

JCHS will again attempt to
open the spring season,

see Sports on tap

Ending in the eighth

FORT LORAMIE, Ohio
— The Indians seemed to
have the game in the bag
moving into the bottom of
the seventh.

With a three-run lead,
they only needed three
outs to come home with a
victory.

Their opponent had
other plans.

Fort Loramie rallied to
score four seventh-inning
runs to come back and
beat the Fort Recovery
softball team 5-4 Friday.

Entering the bottom of
the seventh, the Indians
(1-2) held a three-run
advantage. The final
frame didn’t start off  ide-
ally, as Jenna Homan

walked Carissa Meyer
before getting the first
out. A single by Kendall
Tennery and a walk
drawn by Alex Rose
loaded the bases before
Autumn Turner doubled
to push two across the
plate for Fort Loramie (4-
0).

Two pitches later Kate

Ruhenkamp ended the
game on a line drive to
right field for a walk-off
single that scored the
final two runs.

Homan suffered the loss
and a blown save in two
innings of  work as she
allowed four earned runs.

FRHS did its damage
early, scoring one run in

the first inning and two in
the third to build a 3-0
lead. Fort Loramie
answered back with a run
in the fourth before the
Indians pushed their final
run of  the game across in
the fifth.

Ava Grisez and Britney
Tebbe had the best days at
the plate as the former

finished 3-for-4 with a run
scored and the latter
drove in two runs on a
single. Homan also had a
nice day with the bat,
recording two hits, a run
and an RBI.

Both Turner and
Ruhenkamp finished with
two hits and two RBIs for
FLHS.

Fort Loramie comes back on FRHS softball

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School sophomore Reece Wendel rounds third base in the eighth
inning of the Indians’ 1-0 win over Parkway on Friday. Wendel hit a double to get into scoring
position before Caden Grisez’s line drive drove him in, walking off the Panthers to secure the
first Midwest Athletic Conference win for Fort Recovery.

Caden Grisez walks off Panthers
in eighth inning of pitchers duel


