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County
jail is

lacking
in staff

Most recent
study was
completed

in 2014

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Staffing needs could
turn into a liability for the
county.

Jay County Commis-
sioners heard Monday
from Sheriff Ray Newton,
who talked about the need
to hire and retain more
officers at Jay County Jail.

Newton explained the
state jail inspector
requested Jay County Jail
undergo a staffing study,
which was recently com-
pleted. Prior to this year,
the jail last had a staffing
study in 2014 at the end of
Newton’s term as sheriff.
(He has served two stints
as sheriff, from 2007 to 2014
and from 2023 to the pres-
ent.) At that time, noted
Newton, the study indicat-
ed the department needed
an additional nine correc-
tional officers to safely
staff the jail. Newton said
Bill Wilson, Jail Services
Coordinator with Indiana
Sheriffs’ Association, has
expressed the department
still needs another nine
correctional officers.

Plans are for Wilson and
Newton to attend Jay
County Council’s meeting
Wednesday to discuss the
matter in more detail.

Newton pointed out he
doesn’t plan to ask for a
budget increase to pay for
a full nine new positions at
the jail, but he will ask for
additional funding. New-
ton explained the depart-
ment will attempt to grad-
ually add on the new posi-
tions over the next few
years.

“We’re going to have a
plan, you know,” he said.
“I'm not asking for nine
additional people in one
year, (we) can’t do that, I
know that. So, just some-
thing we want to look at
and hopefully we can have
a plan for the next couple
years to try to get more
people.”

Commissioner Rex Jour-
nay asked what the jail is
lacking on, requiring more
staff. Newton referenced
different criteria the jail is
unable to meet with the
staffing shortage, such as
having an officer in the
booking area at all times
and watching inmates on
the floor. As more regula-
tions are added to jail man-
agement over time, he con-
tinued, more staff is need-
ed.

“We don’t have a choice,
we have to do it,” he said.
“It’s just a lot of things the
state and the federal gov-
ernment is doing that
make it very difficult for
jails to be running, so, it’s
just something we have to
do or it comes down to lia-
bility, and we don’t want to
get sued.”

Commissioner  Chad
AKker noted the topic will
likely go to Jay County
Personnel Committee for
its recommendation before
Jay County Council puts
together the budget for
2025.

See Jail page 2

Jay County had a high temper-
ature of 61 degrees Sunday. The

low was 50.

Tonight’s low will be in the
upper 40s with a 40% chance of
rain. Skies will be mostly cloudy
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Taking flight

Jay County High School held its spring band concert, silent auction and cookie reception that featured
performances by the concert band and the winter guard. An online auction in support of the band program is open this
week at brickerauctioncompany.hibid.com. For more photos, see page 2 and visit thecr.com.
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Commission on shortage created

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana Supreme Court on Fri-
day announced a new commission
tackling the state’s “critical” attor-
ney shortage.

Nearly all of Indiana’s 92 coun-
ties have fewer lawyers per capita
than the national average, accord-
ing to Chief Justice Loretta
Rush’s order. Rural and poor com-
munities face an “especially acute
shortage,” as do public service
roles.

Lawyers, lawmakers and others
have long sounded the alarm: the
scarcity has left hundreds of

Nearly all Indiana counties
have fewer lawyers per capita
than the national average

Hoosiers without representation in
court and overburdened the attor-
neys still working.

But Indiana’s shortage has per-
sisted.

The court convened a wide-
ranging group — representatives
of the judicial, executive and leg-
islative branches; practitioners,
legal education experts — on
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minister
indicates
progress

By ETHAN BRONNER
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

March 25. But, Rush wrote, “it
became clear” then that the court
should create a body dedicated to
further study and recommenda-
tions.

“As the body charged by the
Indiana Constitution with the
exclusive authority to regulate the
practice and profession of law,
this Court is responsible for
addressing this challenge,” she
wrote.

The Commission on Indiana’s
Legal Future is split into five
working groups, each with its own
assignment:

See Shortage page 2

Officials express
optimism on talks

everyone. But remember
that we are dealing with
Hamas and there is not a
lot of time. I am more opti-
mistic than I was.”

Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant told military
recruits that progress in
the war has allowed Israel
“to make difficult deci-
sions to return the
hostages. I think we are at
an appropriate point.”

Jay County Cancer
Society’s benefit show
Saturday at Jay
County Fairgrounds.
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Weather

low in the lower 50s.

look.

See page 2 for an extended out-

In review

Wednesday with the high climb-
ing into the mid 60s. Rain is
expected Wednesday night with a

Bloomfield Elementary
School will hold its spring pro-
gram at 6:30 p.m. tonight at
East Jay Elementary School.

Dueling Pianos Senior Israeli officials
International  player said progress has been
Dan Louisell during made in negotiations for a

cease-fire in Gaza that
would include the release
of hostages and Palestin-
ian prisoners, a move that
drew criticism from far-
right ministers who
threatened to bring down
the government.

“We’ve reached a criti-
cal point,” Foreign Minis-
ter Israel Katz told Army
Radio on Monday. “If mat-
ters work out, a large num-
ber of hostages will return
home and then, in stages,

Coming up

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Dunkirk City

Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Fort Recovery baseball
game against Versailles.

The comments were the
most positive in months
from top officials on the
talks between Israel and
Hamas, which have been
mediated by the U.S,,
Egypt and Qatar.

Just last week, Israeli
officials said large gaps
remained between the two
sides, with the Iran-
backed militant group
demanding a complete
withdrawal of Israeli
troops from Gaza before
any hostages would be
freed.
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Jail ...

Continued from page 1

“Like you said, it’s a matter
of safety,” he said, noting the
department has also had diffi-
culties keeping fully staffed. “At
least, if we’ve got those posi-
tions available in our budget,
that covers us from the jail
inspection point.”

“The jail is the biggest liabili-

out Mosier cited health insur-
ance as the largest reason for
his departure.

Also Monday, commissioners
OK’d Newton to purchase two
laptops for $2,319.32 from Dell
Technologies.

ty that the county has,” added
Aker.

Newton again highlighted the
liability aspect with under-
staffing at the jail. He pointed
out Jay County Jail is currently
down four correctional officers.

“It’s something that needs to
be done, there again, can we find
them? I don’t know,” he said.

“It’s just something that we're
going to have to work at, trying
to get more money for them and
competing with other counties.
If we get our salaries up, we’ll
start drawing people from other
counties.”

“It’s about money,” he added.

In related business, commis-
sioners heard Jay County Sher-

iff’s Office is looking for a new
security officer for Jay County
Courthouse. Dillon Mosier, who
had worked in the position
since 2021. (He worked as a jail-
er the previous year at Jay
County Jail.) Mosier left the
department April 1 for a posi-
tion with Dunkirk Police
Department. Newton pointed

For more commissioners’ news,
see Wednesday’s newspaper.
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Markets Alexander Smith plays the flute Sunday afternoon during the Jay County High School
band concert. For more photos, visit thecr.com.
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ice work in the criminal
justice system, family serv-
ices, civil legal aid, govern-
ment and more.

Capsule

Campaign launched

The Town of Pennville
has launched a crowd-
funding campaign for the
first phase of its park revi-
talization project.

The town is seeking to
raise $50,000 by May 31 in
order to be eligible for
matching funds through
the Indiana Housing and
Community Development
Authority’s CreatINg
Places program. Those
C't' » I d interested in donating can

I IZel'l S Ca en al‘ do so at bitly/Pen-
nvillePark24.

“Maintaining

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Reports

recreation opportunities
is important to the health
of Indiana, and we need
citizens engaged in devel-
oping these visions for
their cities and towns,”
said Indiana Lt. Gow
Suzanne Crouch in a press
release. “This project for
revitalization is a wonder-
ful example of how the
CreatINg Places program
can be leveraged on behalf
of an entire community.”

human voice using his
phonautograph, an
early sound recording
device. He recorded
himself singing “Au
clair de la lune,” a
French folk song.

In 1865, Confederate
general Robert E. Lee
surrendered to Union
forces. Lee and Union
general Ulysses S. World Airlines.

Grant met in Appomat- In 2003, United
tox Court House, Vir- States forces overcame
ginia, that day It sig- Baghdad. The conflict,
naled the fall of the in relation to the Iraq
Confederacy, with its War,led to plans to oust
forces surrendering Iraqi president Saddam
over the coming weeks. Hussein.
In 1940, Germany

indoor baseball game
began at the Astrodome
in Houston, Texas. The
facility was the world’s
first domed and air-
conditioned indoor sta-
dium.

In 2001, American
Airlines became the
world’s largest airline
after acquiring Trans

Space for color ads is limited and will be
on a first-come, first-serve basis

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com
or (260) 726-8141
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viable

Due to the high risk of fires and liahility issues,
The Jay County Solid Waste Management District

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works execu-

Today
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-

SERVICES

ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay School
Board executive ses-
sion, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

Wednesday

5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners and
Jay County Council
joint session, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council regular meet-
ing, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

tive session, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General

Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Today
Cook, Kyle: | p.m., MJS Mor-
tuaries, 109 S. Meridian St., Red-
key.

Friday
Hyatt, Lydia: Il am,
Church of the Most Holy Trinity,

7321 E.Indiana 18, Bryant.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

'I'%-

All battery recycling drop-off sites, provided and serviced by the
district, will be closed and all containers will be removed! Please do
not leave batteries at any of the locations once the containers are

removed.

Jay County Solid Waste Management District is working to find
options for the safe storage, packaging and transporting of
batteries to a recycling center. Once a revised program has been
finalized, the District office will be the designated drop-off location
along with our Annual Tox Away Day to recycle your household
batteries. WWe must follow all laws and regulations to make sure we

have a safe program!

Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Jay County Solid Waste Management District

has decided to terminate all hattery recycling
programs currently provided by the District.

&
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Workplace tension builds after dustup

DEAR ABBY: I'm a soft-spoken
person. I work in a medical labo-
ratory, and I am finally speaking
up for what I believe in (after
years of social anxiety and
depression). At the last meeting,
when asked by the manager for
suggestions to improve the lab
workflow, I spoke up.

Fast-forward to tonight. When I
expressed some excitement about
my idea, the site leader, a differ-
ent manager, shot my idea down,
saying, “It’s not going to make a
difference.” This isn’t the first
time she has made me feel like
my ideas are dumb or that I'm not
intelligent, and I snapped. I asked
her what ideas SHE had, and she
looked as if I offended her, but
she’s done this numerous times
since she came here. Meanwhile,

she has her favorite person in the
lab who gets away with murder.
Was I wrong for getting upset at
her? I just feel like my sugges-
tions go unnoticed or are scoffed
at, but when another person
comes up with something similar,
she applauds them. — HAD
ENOUGH IN THE MIDWEST
DEAR HAD ENOUGH: Blow-
ing up at the manager may
have felt good at the moment

after years of silence caused
by depression and social anxi-
ety, but it was the wrong thing
to do. That kind of behavior
does not belong in a profes-
sional environment.
Favoritism happens in many
work environments, and it can
be frustrating. If you can’t
find a way to accept it, you
might be happier working at a
different lab.

DEAR ABBY: My stepdaughter
has two children. She married a
man who has one child, “Hayley.”
They have been married four
years, and Hayley turned 18 last
year. We have seen her only five
or six times, and she seems unin-
terested in getting to know us.

The first Christmas, I went out

of my way to give her gifts I
thought she would enjoy as a
teenager. The next Christmas, she
didn’t spend any time with the
family, so I sent a gift home with
her dad, but never heard a word
from her.

Last year, Hayley graduated
from high school and started
working. Because we weren’t
going to see them at Christmas, I
sent the other grandchildren gifts
but did not include Hayley My
stepdaughter got upset because
we left Hayley out. We explained
that 1. She never acknowledges
the gifts we send; 2. She is now an
adult; and 3. We never see her. Are
we wrong not to include her? —
PERPLEXED ABOUT STEPFAM-
ILY ETIQUETTE

DEAR PERPLEXED: The

April Showers

Daughter is light of dad’s life

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

I don’t know when I last slept for
more than three hours at a time.

And I wouldn’t change it for the
world.

My last column explained that
Chrissy had been having contrac-
tions for about three weeks, but a trip
to the hospital resulted in nothing
substantial; they weren’t quite Brax-
ton Hicks contractions, but nurses
told us they weren’t quite real con-
tractions, either.

My wife could bear them, but they
were a nuisance.

A few days after St. Patrick’s Day,
the “contractions” intensified shortly
before dinner. We had been using a
“Contraction Counter” app to gauge
their frequency, duration and severi-
ty to help us determine if and when
she would be going into labor.

After about an hour of tracking
these pains — they would stop her in
her tracks when walking and she was
unable to eat her food if they struck
during mealtime — we went to the
hospital.

I grabbed our bags, which had been
packed for more than a month, and
made our way to the birth center. It’s
almost as if the universe knew what
was happening: each of the 15 traffic
lights on the 4.9-mile journey from
our home to the hospital were green.
It was a welcome relief, as every cou-
ple of minutes my bride was writhing
in pain.

About 7:30 p.m., two hours after we
arrived, we were admitted as Chrissy
was officially in labor. It was a long
night as we waited for the contrac-
tions to be more intense and frequent
to signify the beginning of birth.

Parental
Ponderings

Nurses and midwives came and went,
checking in to see how she was doing
and progressing.

The epidural coursing through her
body allowed Chrissy time to con-
serve energy and get some sleep. 1
was relegated to a glorified futon and
hardly slept a wink. Chrissy’s mother,
who was with us in the delivery room,
occupied the chair and stayed awake
the entire night.

As the calendar changed days,
progress was slow.

But slow progress is progress
nonetheless.

As the sun started to rise, it was go
time.

Through most of the pregnancy,
Chrissy hoped for a momma’s boy:.
However, in the final days, she was
leaning more toward a girl.

And all I ever wanted was to join
the likes of Kobe Bryant and to be a
girl dad.

I'm not ashamed to say I cried,
twice, on my wedding day. Extreme
happiness has a way of bringing me
to tears.

(You might remember I also cried
while watching the Detroit Lions
advance to the NFC Championship
game earlier this year.)

This moment, on the verge of
becoming a father, is perhaps the
most vulnerable I will ever be in my

Community Calendar

life. T expected to cry. Honestly, I
would have been surprised if I didn’t
shed tears.

Roughly 14 hours after we arrived
at the hospital — 17-ish hours from
when labor began and after less than
an hour of my wife pushing — I got to
announce through a shower of tears
the delivery of our 6-pound, 11.8-
ounce baby girl.

It seemed as if time stopped. The
nurses, the midwife, all of them
seemed to disappear and it was just
me and Chrissy, together, celebrating
our new family.

A few moments later, we got to hold
Baby Schanz for the first time.

(To protect her privacy, we’re keep-
ing our daughter’s name and photo-
graphs off of social media and out of
the public realm, which will be a topic
for a later column.)

I'm fortunate with my new career
to be granted four weeks of paternity
leave. Each and every day so far at
home as a family of three has been an
adventure for the better.

I'm sleeping less than I have in my
adult life. 'm putting myself second,
as there’s now a tiny human depend-
ent on me.

With just a few weeks as a father
under my belt, it’s still hard to
describe the feeling from that morn-
ing in the delivery room. But I can say
this: I never knew such a love could
exist.

She’s the most precious, beautiful,
tiny human being in the world.

And she’s the light of my life.

Chris Schanz is a former CR Sports
Editor embarking on a new journey as
a father. You can reach him at christo-
pherschanz@gmail.com.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay

C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.

Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call

Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance

Sudoku

Level: Beginner

Saturday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each.
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Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY  REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the TU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in

the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation, cop-
ing with cravings, manag-
ing thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will meet
Thursday, April 11, at 5
p.m. at Pizza Hut in Port-
land.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

Run all the following:
Three 3x5 Ads in The Commercial Review

Two 3x5 Ads in The News Gazette
One 3x5 Ad in The News Times
One 3x5 Ad in The News and Sun

answer to your question is yes
and no. Hayley doesn’t appear
to be a “child” who is easy to
love. She has certainly given
you no reason to. However, in
the interest of family harmo-
ny, it was wrong to exclude her
entirely,. Not knowing the
young woman, it would be
hard to know what she might
have liked to receive. Next
year, send her a coffee shop
gift card with a sweet note so
she won’t feel she is being
ignored as she has ignored
you.

TO MY MUSLIM READERS:
At sundown, it is time for the
breaking of the Ramadan fast.
Happy Eid al-Fitr, everyone. —
LOVE, ABBY

Run a half-page color ad in all
four of our newspapers:
+ The Commercial Review
» The News-Gazette
o The News Times
e The News and Sun

550
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PRINTING
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3 (260) 726-8141 B ads@thecr.com

*Space for color is limited. Ads will automatically convert to black and white if color space is not available.
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*Rate does not apply to special sections. Ads must run in April.

Ranked #1

in Customer Satisfaction
6 Years in a Row

r 2023 award information,
dpower com/awards

Add Highspeed Internet as low 6 Free Next Day Professional
as $49.99/mo

Installation (where available)

Enjoy thousands of shows and
movies included On-Demand

J.D. Power Award For Customer
\ Satisfaction - 6 Years In A Row

Switcher iprovided by DISH, all other
gift card offars am:ﬂuﬂ of PlanotDISH,
call for full offer details.

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

) EarthLink’

Reliable Internet NOW! 855'430' 1496

0

PAYMENTS
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INTEREST

BUY 2 WINDOWS -

GET 2 FREE!

SERVICE

99.5%

of our windows are installed
right the first time, requiring no
follow-up service.

SATISFACTION

customer satisfaction
on clean up & safety
in over 150,000 homes.

96% 1500

locally-made, custom
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styles and options
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Call (866) 553-0725
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Put our emphasis on enforcement

The Seattle Times

Tribune News Service

The recent spate of horren-
dous collisions and nose-
thumbing at rules should
prompt some serious thinking
around the laudable state and
local goals of no traffic deaths
in six years.

It’s not always the roads.
Sometimes it’s the drivers.

And, as with so many other
signs of societal stress, it
comes down to a lack of law
enforcement and weak conse-
quences for behaviors that put
the entire community at risk.

Consider the case of 18-year-
old Chase Daniel Jones,
charged with four counts of
vehicular homicide after he
drove his Audi A4 at 112 mph
into a Renton intersection
on March 19, killing Andrea
Hudson, 38, along with three

Guest
Editorial

children of close friends who
were passengers in her
car: Boyd Buster Brown,
12; Matilda Wilcoxson, 13;
and Eloise Wilcoxson, 12. Two
of Hudson’s children were
severely injured and were hos-
pitalized in intensive care.

It was the third vehicle Jones
totaled in a crash involving
excessive speed in less than a
year, according to charging
documents filed by the King
County Prosecutor.

For all this, the court set
Jones’ bail at $100,000. Prose-

cutors had asked for $1 mil-
lion.

Then there is Miles Hudson,
aka “Belltown Hellcat,”recently
charged by the Seattle City
Attorney’s Office with two
counts of reckless driving stem-
ming from a video Hudson post-
ed in February that showed a
driver racing another car at
speeds up to 107 mph.

As Times reporter Paige
Cornwell noted: “Hudson said
he considers himself an Insta-
gram influencer. In one video,
which has 6.6 million views, the
driver films himself behind the
wheel and says it’s 2 a.m., then
revs the engine multiple times.
He told the officer who pulled
him over last week that he was
going to continue and that the
money he made filming videos
had paid for the car.”

Seattle’s Vision Zero, which

aims to end traffic deaths by
2030, notes that “Traffic deaths
and injuries are preventable”
and “Success does not hinge on
individual behavior, but on the
design of a safe system.”

WSDOT’s Target Zero cam-
paign to reduce traffic fatalities
to zero by 2030 is a “data-driven,
long-term plan to identify prior-
ities and solutions, create goals
and develop a common under-
standing among the agencies
working to keep Washingtoni-
ans safe.”

Speaking of data, let’s look
at Seattle Police
Department statistics for “Com-
puter-Aided Dispatch” events —
all activities that draw cops’
attention.

There were 92,101 traffic-
related incidents in 2019. Last
year, that dropped to 42,569 — a
reduction of more than half.

This is, of course, a direct
function of fewer cops. Since
2019, more than 700 officers
have left SPD. As of January,
SPD had only 913 deployable
officers, the lowest level since
the 1990s. And the city’s popula-
tion boomed in the same period.

In a December report,
the Washington Association of
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs noted
the per capita rate of law
enforcement officers statewide
fell to 1.3 per thousand — the
lowest ever recorded, again. For
more than a dozen years, Wash-
ington has had the fewest law
enforcement officers per capita,
ranking 51st in the nation.

So, yes, we need to build safer
roads. But unless we pay just as
much attention to who is — and
who should not be — driving on
them, needless deaths will sure-
ly continue.

All must fight
mlsmformatlon

By NIKI KELLY

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Every day should be
April Fool’s Day when
preparing for an election.

Idon’t mean the pranks
and jokes, but the skepti-
cism in assessing news
and social media posts.

On April 1, everyone is
wary and asking ques-
tions about online dis-
course.

And I think that’s the
best posture to have as we
hit overdrive in cam-
paign season — the first
with widespread avail-
ability of generative arti-
ficial intelligence.

Al-generated audio
recordings, ads, manipu-
lated photos and more
are coming.

So-called deepfakes can
be used to portray a can-
didate saying or doing
things that never hap-
pened.

For example, in Febru-
ary, just before the New
Hampshire primary,
thousands of voters in
the state received a robo-
call with an Al-generated
voice impersonating
President Joe Biden, urg-
ing them not to vote. A
Democratic operative
working for a rival candi-
date has admitted to com-
missioning the calls.

Preventive measures

States are already
preparing for it and so
should voters.

Stateline recently
reported that since the
start of last year, 101 bills
addressing AI and elec-
tion disinformation have
been introduced, accord-
ing to a March 26 analy-
sis by the Voting Rights
Lab.

On March 27, Oregon
became the latest state —
after Wisconsin, New
Mexico, Indiana and
Utah — to enact a law on
Al-generated election dis-
information. Florida and
Idaho lawmakers have
passed their own meas-
ures, which are currently
on the desks of those
states’ governors.

Indiana’s effort focuses
on transparency, requir-
ing that candidates
include a disclaimer
when political advertis-
ing includes usage of
generative Al, and it cre-
ates a path for legal
action when candidates
believe they are misrep-
resented.

But there are always
going to be bad actors
who don’t follow laws.

That’s where you come
in.

How you can help

Before you share some-
thing, check if you know
the outlet, such as a
newspaper or radio sta-
tion. Is it reputable? If
you have never heard of
it, do some digging to see
if it’s legitimate or con-
sider scrolling on by.

Similarly, who is the
poster?

An established, trusted
reporter?

A well-known academ-
ic?

A campaign strategist?

If not, you need to take
extra steps to vet the
accuracy of that post.

Learn how to do a
reverse image search
online. It’s relatively sim-
ple and can identify when
an original photo is being
used inappropriately. We
have seen old war footage
used to hype up either
side of a current conflict.
We have seen photos
manipulated to replace
someone’s face.

And it’s not just artifi-
cial intelligence that is a
concern.

As always, campaign
ads do their best to spin
something their way. If a
candidate is maligning
another, try to find origi-
nal source material and
read it for yourself or
watch interviews to make
sure they haven’t been
edited to be misleading.
The ads usually cite the
articles or interviews
that make it easy for you
to find.

And if they don’t, then
that is a concern right
there.

We are all part of stop-
ping misinformation and
we must do our part.

So as the governor’s
race is in its final heated
month and congressional

contests get fiery, be
skeptical.

Act like it’s April Fool’s
Day.

Kelly has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since
1999.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is an independent,
nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.
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Counsel made strong move

By HARRY LITMAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Jack Smith has had enough.

Late Monday, the special
counsel responded to U.S. District
Judge Aileen Cannon’s bizarre
recent order in the classified records
case against Donald Trump, which
asked the parties to propose jury
instructions based on flagrantly
wrong legal premises. Smith’s
answer, in effect, was “I’'m not play-
ing.”

Rather than take on Cannon’s
cockamamie assignment, Smith laid
out accurate jury instructions based
on the actual charges and law.

Cannon had ordered the parties to
“engage with” the Trump team’s
recurrent misinterpretation of the
Presidential Records Act, which has
no legal bearing on the case. Her
order also depended on an account
of the facts — namely, that Trump
may have magically converted all the
classified government records at
issue into his personal property as
he left the White House — that has
always been beyond incredible.

In effect, Cannon was ordering the
Justice Department to assume that
the world is flat and then map a route
from Atlantis to Arcadia.

But the order wasn'’t just daffy; it
was pernicious.

As I explained when the judge
entered the order, her “Alice in Won-
derland” antics seemed designed to
avoid issuing a ruling that prosecu-
tors could appeal while also setting
the stage for her to adopt Trump’s
ridiculous claims after a jury has
been impaneled.

That could be a fatal blow to
Smith’s case. Once a jury is selected,
even a ridiculous order can bring a
prosecution to a hard stop because
the Constitution’s double jeopardy
clause precludes retrial. It would be
the judicial equivalent of a perfect
crime.

Along with much of the country,
the special counsel has no doubt
watched in frustration as Cannon

Harry
Litman

has repeatedly indulged silly argu-
ments from Team Trump while eat-
ing up weeks and months that prose-
cutors — and voters — don’t have.
She has taken a cut-and-dried case
based on overwhelming evidence
and made it a long shot to be tried
this year, when it matters most.

Her conduct has raised the ques-
tion of when and how Smith could
ask the 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals to remove her from the case.
That would be a heavy lift, and yet
Cannon’s earlier bungling of a
search warrant in the case was so
extreme that another grievous error
could justify such an unusual reme-
dy.

But Cannon has seemed to play a
kind of cat-and-mouse game with the
prosecution, favoring Trump with
delays while avoiding definitive rul-
ings that Smith’s team could readily
appeal.

The special counsel’s latest filing
suggests the end of the game may be
near. The government’s 24-page
answer states flatly that the judge’s
“legal premise is wrong, and a jury
instruction ... that reflects that
premise would distort the trial.”
Under the usual rules of discourse
between judge and litigants (and
especially federal prosecutors),
that’s pretty cheeky.

But it was just the beginning of
Smith’s pushback. The special coun-
sel proceeded to instruct the judge —
again contrary to normal etiquette
— that it is “vitally important” that
the court make a decision about
Trump’s Presidential Records Act
arguments. In other words, Cannon’s
precious thought experiment was
not only wrongheaded; it was a dere-

liction of the court’s basic responsi-
bility to rule on the parties’ motions.

The Justice Department is turning
the tables on Cannon by telling her to
just decide the matter already.
Smith’s team also put the need for a
speedy trial in particularly clear
terms: “Whatever the court decides,
it must resolve these crucial thresh-
old legal questions promptly. Failure
to do so would improperly jeopardize
the Government’s right to a fair
trial.”

The prosecution further called out
Cannon’s threat to issue a consequen-
tial ruling after a jury is impaneled,
writing, “The Government must have
the opportunity to consider appellate
review well before jeopardy attach-
es.”

The Smith team then made its most
important and aggressive move by
noting that when judges have issued
clearly erroneous jury instructions
that doom prosecutions, “courts have
permitted the government to obtain
writs of mandamus.”

Even buried in a parenthetical as it
is, the word “mandamus” jumps off
the page as a threat to seek an
extraordinary intervention by the
appellate court. Smith has laid down
the gauntlet, telling Cannon in no
uncertain terms that if she doesn’t
move to resolve Trump’s frivolous
arguments well ahead of trial, he will
bring a writ of mandamus to the 11th
Circuit along with a motion to recuse
her from the case. Providing this road
map of his intentions puts Smith on
firm footing to challenge the judge if
she continues to dither.

For that reason, this brief is the
special counsel’s most important in
the case since the indictment. Under
the circumstances, it’s the strongest
possible move to speed the prosecu-
tion to a trial before the election.
Either Cannon will move the case
along, or the department will try to
remove her from it.

Litman is the host of the“Talking
Feds” podcast and the Talking San
Diego speaker series.
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Comments sought on OVG increase

Ohio Valley Gas cus-
tomers are invited to com-
ment on the utility’s pro-
posed rate increase.

The Indiana Office of
Utility Consumer Coun-
selor is reviewing the Ohio
Valley Gas request and will
fill testimony to the Indi-
ana Utility Regulatory
Commission in mid-May:

For Jay County, the pro-
posed increase would take
consumer bills for $45.16
for 20 therms from the cur-
rent $31.74, an increase of
42%. For 50 therms it
would go to $79.24 from the
current $79.24 (a 38%
increase) and for 100
therms it would go to
$136.05 from the current
$100.54 (a 35% increase).

The company’s current
base rates were approved
by the Indiana Utility Reg-
ulatory Commission in
2017.

Consumers who wish to
submit written comments
for the case record may do
SO online at
in.gov/oucc/2361.htm, by
email at
uccinfo@oucc.IN.gov or by
sending mail to Public
Comments, Indiana Officer
of Utility Consumer Coun-
selor, 115 W. Washington
St., Suite 1500 SOUTH, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204.

Reusing pallets

US Aggregates and
Asphalt Materials are part-
nering to build a program
to find new ways to reuse

pallets.
Asphalt Materials cur-
rently recycles pallets

through an outside vendor.
Instead, logistics are being
worked out to transport
them for use by U.S. Aggre-
gates, which currently pur-
chases about 4,600 pallets
per year to ship from its
Cloverdale location.

Business
roundup

Asphalt Materials are
owned by Heritage Con-
struction + Materials.

DWD wins award

The Coalition on Adult
Basic Education recently
honored Indiana Depart-
ment of Workforce Devel-
opment with the State Inno-
vation Award for its Adult
Education Programs of
Excellence initiative.

The effort was created to
promote the success of
adult education programs
in the state and encourage
administrators to align
with existing standards
and goals. In October, Indi-
ana Department of Work-
force Development named
17 providers as the inaugu-
ral Indiana Adult Educa-
tion Programs of Excel-
lence.

“DWD’s Adult Education
team is committed to rais-
ing standards that benefit
providers and adult learn-
ers,” said Richard Paulk,
the department’s commis-
sioner, in a press release.
“The Programs of Excel-
lence designation specifi-
cally shines a light on
model providers who sup-
port Hoosiers as they move
to the next level in educa-
tion, training, and careers.
These efforts lead to a
stronger workforce more
prepared and capable of
advancing in their
careers.”

Wajda honored
The National Associa-
tion of Home Builders hon-

Association CEO Rick
Wajda recently as its 2023
State Executive Officer of
the Year.

The award is “designed
to recognize the accom-
plishments of an outstand-
ing Executive Officer who
has contributed to the
NAHB Federation.” In
addition to leading the state
builder’s association,
Wajda is chairman of the
Indiana Builders PAC and
serves as a spokesperson
for the industry on hous-
ing-related issues.

“Building homes, enrich-
ing communities and
changing lives are the key
tenets of both NAHB’s mis-
sion and Rick’s drive in his
daily work,” said National
Association of Home
Builders CEO Jim Tobin in
a press release. “Exhibiting
excellence throughout his
career and remaining com-
mitted to furthering the
work of NAHB and the
broader industry, Rick
Wajda is an unquestionably
qualified recipient of this
award.”

Menu expands

Subway is expanding its
menu with four new wraps.

The restaurant will offer
homestyle chicken salad,
honey mustard chicken,
turkey, bacon and avocado,
and Cali caprese. They will
all be served in new lavash-
style flatbread wraps
inspired by Middle Eastern
cuisine.

“Wraps have become an
afterthought on restaurant
menus with uninspiring
choices and snack-size por-
tions that leave you want-
ing more,” said Paul Fabre,
Sunday senior vice presi-
dent of culinary and inno-
vation, in a press release.
“That insight kickstarted
the process of revamping

over a year creating signa-
ture recipes with unique
ingredients that bring out
the best in our new lavash-
style flatbread, and also
fuel you up without weigh-
ing you down.”

Aid offered

CVS Health on Wednes-
day announced improve-
ments to its pharmacy
tuition assistance program
and a new scholarship for
students enrolled in phar-
macy schools.

The new CVS
Health/American Associa-
tion of Colleges of Pharma-
cy (AACP) Community
Pharmacy Health Equity
Award will provide $20,000
to 21 pharmacy students.
Its tuition assistance pro-
gram, which is for CVS
interns, will offer $20,000
annually as well.

“As leaders in communi-
ty pharmacy, we are com-
mitted to investing in the
future of pharmacy, partic-
ularly to support the next
generation of students
with financial assistance
and hands-on experience
necessary to further their
careers,” said Prem Shah,
CVS executive vice presi-
dent and chief pharmacy
officer, in a press release.

Venture launched
Ardagh Glass Packaging
Europe  announced
Wednesday that the new
solar installation at its
facility in Irvine, Scotland,
is now generating renew-

able electricity on site.
The solar array was
installed on the roofs of two
warehouses at the facility.

It will generate 1.58
megawatts of power annu-
ally.

“This solar installation is
another step forward in
enhancing the sustainabili-

Irvine, as well as reducing
the amount of electricity
we take from the grid,” said
AGP - Irvine plant director
Graeme Shepherd in a
press release. “It shows our
commitment to decarbonis-
ing the glass containers we
produce, while maintain-
ing the highest standards
of quality and excellence.”
Ardagh has glass manu-
facturing facilities in
Dunkirk and Winchester.

Training scheduled

ServSafe training will be
held monthly at John Jay
Center for Learning in
Portland through June.

Training sessions are
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesdays April 23,
May 21 and June 18. The
certification course is open
to all food service employ-
ees and emphasizes safe
food- and beverage-han-
dling practices to minimize
the risk of food-borne ill-
nesses.

For more information, or
to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Chamber hosting

Indiana Chamber of
Commerce will host its
Indiana HR Conference and
Expo April 30 through May
2 at Indiana Convention
Center in downtown Indi-
anapolis.

The event offers a variety
of workshops and sessions
for HR professionals. Cara
Silletto of Magnet Culture
will be the keynote speaker
on May 1.

“Human resources
departments are at the
heart of most employers’
operations,” said Indiana
Chamber president and
CEO Vanessa Green Sin-
ders in a press release.
“We’re pleased to partner
with so many brilliant

organizations to help Indi-
ana’s HR staffers be the
best they can be. As we con-
tinue to focus on how we
can support talent attrac-
tion and retention efforts
for businesses across Indi-
ana, we hope this confer-
ence provides needed
resources and best prac-
tices for those who attend.”

Scholarships offered

Edge Dairy Farmer
Cooperative is offering
$10,000 in scholarships.

Three $2,000 scholarships
will be awarded to high
school seniors preparing to
enter college or a technical
program and two $2,000
scholarships will got to stu-
dents already pursuing a
two- or four-year degree.

Recipients will be select-
ed based on academic
achievement, leadership,
participation in school and
community activities, aca-
demic honors, goals and
aspirations, recommenda-
tions and work experience.

“Our scholarship pro-
gram is an excellent way
for us to give back to our
members, invest in the
future of the next genera-
tion and affirm our support
for continuing education,”
Edge CEO Tim Trotter said
in a press release. “Edge is
committed to supporting
our membership, empower-
ing our youth and fostering
growth within our commu-
nities.”

To apply, visit voice-
ofmilk.com. The deadline is
April 1.

For more information,
email llaubscher@voice-
ofmilk.com or call (715) 584-
T117.

Does your business have
news to share? Email us at
news@thecrcom to be
included in our weekly busi-
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South Korean company invests in Indiana

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

South Korean company SK
hynix, Inc., a supplier for Nvidia,
will be spending an estimated
$3.87 billion on a West Lafayette
advanced chip packaging facility,
the state’s largest economic
development investment to date.

State leaders said Indiana beat
out competing states like Ari-
zona and Michigan for the deal
with a $685 million incentive
package.

The company is considered to
be one of the world’s leading pro-
ducers of high-bandwidth memo-
ry chips that power artificial
intelligence like ChatGPT and
electronics like cell phones.

“This announcement com-
pletes the missing link in build-
ing a resilient supply chain for
the digital economy in the United
States,” said Purdue University

President Mung Chiang to the
assembled crowd. “... This pro-
pels and leapfrogs our state to the
forefront of Al, chips and hard-
ware.”

Chiang said the announcement
at Purdue University, which part-
nered with the state through the
Indiana Economic Development
Corp. along with the federal gov-
ernment to attract SK hynix to
the area, was nearly two years in
the making.

The facility, originally report-
ed by the Wall Street Journal last
week, is expected to add 800 jobs
by 2030 though company officials
hinted at the potential for future
growth.

“We believe that this project
will lay the foundation for a Sili-
con Heartland or semiconductor
ecosystem centered right here,”
said Kwak Noh-Jung, SK hynix’s
CEO.

The Indiana Economic Devel-

opment Corporation offered SK
hynix $3 million in incentive-
based training grants, another $3
million in Manufacturing Readi-
ness Grants and $80 million in
conditional structured perform-
ance payments, according to a
release.

Additionally, the company is
eligible for up to $554.7 million in
Innovation Development District
tax rebates and will be supported
by $45 million through the Indus-
trial Development Grant Fund
for infrastructure improvements
in the area.

A key attraction to West
Lafayette, SK hynix officials said,
was the potential for collabora-
tion with Purdue University and
its engineering offerings in chip
manufacturing.

“With the brilliant minds at
Purdue, we will work with them
on research and development
that will help to change and

transform the world,” said Woo-
jin Choi, SK hynix’s executive
vice president, holding a chip
package aloft. “The world needs a
supply chain that is globally dis-
tributed and not just concentrat-
ed in one or two places. Locating
it in Indiana will help not only
the U.S. but the entire world.

“We want to make sure that the
day never comes when our com-
puters, our defensive systems
and our cars suddenly go dark
because one country has outsized
control,” Choi continued.

A worldwide shortage of semi-
conductor chips, whose produc-
tion is currently concentrated in
China, during the COVID-19 pan-
demic led to monthslong delays
of technology deliveries and sup-
ply chain disruptions.

Wednesday’s move was cele-
brated by federal officials, includ-
ing key White House figures, for
attracting domestic factories in a

critical technology sector. The
2022 CHIPS and Science Act,
authored in part by Indiana’s U.S.
Sen. Todd Young, provided the
foundation to pursue such semi-
conductor deals and bring chip
manufacturing to domestic facto-
ries.

Young’s bipartisan CHIPS Act
allotted $52.7 billion for Ameri-
can semiconductor research,
development, manufacturing and
workforce development, as
described in a White House fact
sheet.

That sum includes $39 billion
in manufacturing incentives
with $2 billion for legacy chips
used in automobiles and defense
systems as well as $13.2 billion in
research and development and
workforce development.

Semiconductor manufacturers
additionally would qualify for a
25% investment tax credit for
qualified capital expenses.
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Services

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

Hopkins Repair,
LLC

Auto & light truck repair

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Prevention
Coalition

Brigade

You’re safer
with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,
Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman

Williams

Portland, IN

This local business listing runs

$25, or $50.

4 times a month with packages of either

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

8-5:30 Mon-Fri,

Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001

Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

Closed Sat & Sun.

www.williamsautoparts.com

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com
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SPEED BUMP

o “HUEAK QQUEAK‘THK TE==]

SQUEAK
N

T QUEAK “souesy
o N = SQUY
P ’i/%Q SQUEAK

{75 NOT S0 MUCH THe
CHOWING THAT OEFENDS
WQ, [T5 THR MOCKING
OF QUR VOICRS.

il

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

“When they play two games in a row
it’s called a double-hitter.”

15 KNOWING
HOW TO READ
[MPORTANT ?

1077 Proryats Wanktmek LLC, D, e Wckeed

48

WWHATOODY.SHT

HME, |
HOOMIKAWRN...

(T CERTAINLY IS IT KEEPS YOV
FROM BUMPING
s INTO THINGS |

© 2024 UFS Inc.
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

4 SEE 7 \F EVERYONE STARTED
£{ THE DAY WITH A LITTLE SAD,
THEY'D BE MUCH HAPPIER .

THEIR USUALLY
LAVGHLESS LINES
WILL BECOME
HAVENS OF MIRTH
BY COMPARIS ON

CopICs JusT
MAKE THEM
SADDER 7

HoOK . T CALL
THEM TRAGICS,
NOT CoMICS.

Lois

Hi and

;;'I”” || QUICK! CAN YOU R \\:\ \ N I WANT TO SEE IF THE |
i TAKE ME BACK TO ,

N GLbe e “\ % BASEMENT IS FLOODED,
‘ LOOKED AT e
2 YESTERDAY? \ i
\ \

N

eveRsiegy, \

REALTY |l

4-9 VR

Between Friends

BENOIT INVITED ME

T6 LUNEH ON SATURDAY
20 T WoULDNT BE
ALONE ON MY FirsT™
INeekEND
IN PARIS

IVE RLWAYS FounD
Him BLOOF AND R BT
ARROGANT ... BUT KE

sandraballlundy substack.com

WAS VERY (HARMING f

Blondie

e

deals,

oG 1 Tustees Sy

@704 Sorvira Bal-L iy

Z ALWAYS FounD HIM
FRIENDLY AND ERSY TO
GET ALONG WH ... T
NEVER. UNDERSTEOD
THE FRICTION
BETWEEN
You Two

T NoT REALLY
UNDERSTANDING THE
FRICTioN BETWEEN
us Now

)

THE NEW GUY AT THE OFFICE HUNG

AROUND MY DESK Y~
ALL AFTERNOON /(THAT SOUNDS
JUST TALKING ANNOYING

ABOUT THE GAME

flights resarvad

DIO YOU TELL HIM THAT YouU
HAD A LOT OF WORK TO pDO?

NO.TALKING ABOUT THE GAME
—QEL. AFTERNOON WAS MUCH
MORE ENTERTAINING

Snuffy Smith

MY UNCA SNUFFY
THINKS YA SHOULD
BE_TEACHIN' US
STUFE. THAT'S
MORE PRACT'CAL,
MIZ PRUNELLY !

OH, HE DOES,

DOES HE 7!

DARE I ASK
WHAT ?

izate, Inc. Wortd rights reserved

STUFF THAT'LL HALP ME MAKE MONEY
SO I CAN TAKE CARE OF HIM IN HIS
OLD AGE IN A MANNER TO WHICH
HE HOPES T'BECOME ACCUSTOMED !

WOWNOLI'RE A
WHIZ! YOU FI XED
EVER;T,HING

E2094 Comicara, Inc. Distributed by King Feaures Syndicate

I sSAIDIT
was DONE,
NOT RIXED

GABBARD FENCE

FARM ¢+ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL « VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence @yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

Aty Sales & Senuice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
'.'t, Von Schrader Dry

Z ] Foam Cleaning

\ For Quick Drying,

" Residential &
Green Seal® Commercial , J
Approved Bricker s [Flowers
Dave Wendel & //
Ph. 260-726-4520 e
414 N, Meridian St. Portland
Cell 260-729-2797 Call or text to order 260.703-0304

Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

BAIL BONDS

Contract
Bridge

s By

Steve Becker

00 CLASSIFIEDS

A signal achievement

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

heart lead, West then tried the A-9
of diamonds, covered by the ten

NORTH and jack. Tast had no way of
4K 102 knowing who had the missing four
YK72 of diamonds (or that West was void
¢Q 1085 in clubsy, so he tried to cash the
SAQ3 diamond king. South ruffed, drew

WEST FAST trump and claimed.
40654 o At the other table, East got the
YATIB63 vIi054 defense started in the right direc-
*A94 *KIT3 tion by playing the ten of hearts on
LB #986542  West's ace at trick one. Since East
SOUTH had supported hearts during the
aANQIBT3 bidding, the ten could hardly be a
singleton or the top of a doubleton,
*62 s0 West construed it as a suit-pref-
&K J107 erence signal indicating the desire
The bidding: for a diamond lead. West therefore
North  East South  West  placed East with the diamond king.
1e Pass 1 & 2y West did not mechanically play the
24 3N 48 A-Y of diamonds, however. He real-

Opening lead — ace ol hearts,

Over time, the suit-preference sig-
nal has taken on a much wider
range of applications than it had in
its original forn1, which in essence
was to tell partner what suit to
return after he had trumped a trick.
Nowadays, the suit-preference sig-
nal can be used in a host of situa-
tions that do not necessarily involve
a rull by either defender.

Consider this case from a tcam
contest. Both North-South pairs
reached four spades as shown, and
both Wests led the heart ace.

At the first table, East played the
heart four on the first trick, pre-
sumably to discourage another

ized that his partner couldn’t know
he was void in clubs, nor would East
be able te twell whether West had a
third diamond. So at trick two, West
led the four of diamonds!

Declarer played dummy’s ten. and
when East’s jack held the trick, he
stopped to ask himsell why West
had underled the diamond ace.
There could only be one answer:
West had a club void and did not
want to run the risk of East mis-
reading how the diamonds were
distributed. So East returned a
club, ruffed by West, and a sccond
diamond lead to Fast’s king allowed
West to rufl another club for down
two and an 11-IMP pickup,

Tomorrow: The exploratory process.
#2024 King Features Syndicate Ine

4-9 CRYPTOQUIP

NX LCKIJCFM OWNIL CP Z
LKCCOB LMPOBIONS XZJWNS

XCwW XNO, N'F LZM OBIM'WI
OZDNPY Z WZMCP SBISD.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: PRINTED BOOKLET
LISTING MANY STINKY PRODUCTS CUSTOMERS
CAN BUY: A MALODOR CATALOG.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals F

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  42Texter's 3 Dazzle 22 Steal
1 Pugilist's “Wow!” 4 Dead from
weapon 45 Pro- heat 23 Swamp
5 Carte longed 5Shoe- 24 Hosp.
lead-in sleep lace section
8 Humdrum 46 Chess- tip 25 Blunder
12 Con playing 6 Noisy 26 Dallas
13 Sailor IBM 7 Rush- hoopster,
14 Ore computer  more briefly
deposit 48 You love prez 27 Away
15 Loyal (Lat.) 8 High- from
17 Taxi alter- 49 Record quality WSw
native book stocks 28 Hwy.
18 Still, in suffix 9 Timber 29 Turf
verse 50 Valhalla wolf 31 Society
19 Flushed VIP 10 Mid- new-
20 Drudges 51 “Alice” gast comer
21 Cave diner gulf 34 Tibetan
mammal 52 Fleur-de- 11 Towel bovine
22 Rock's — word 35 Shower
Ocasek 53 Im- 16 Thin bar?
23 Meadow pudent nalil 37 Songs
26 May 20 Deep for two
honorees DOWN hole 38 Swindle
30 Beige 1 Kismet 21 Earl 39 Hefty
31 Wee 2 Con- Scruggs’ book
dollop cerning music 40 Lawyer
32 Grooving Clooney
on Solution time: 22 mins, 41 Sitcom
33 Ballet pioneer
legend > Amaz
Rudolf M 42 Shoppe
35 Velocity D descrip-
36 Talk on A E tion
and on ¥ Al 43 Natu-
37 Two, in g $ ralist
Acapulco John
38 Desolate %F 44 Bloke
41 “Levi- clnlE 46 Costa
tating” H[E[N — Sol
singer MIA|T NIEIE] 47 Jazzy
Lipa Yesterday’s answer 4-9 style

2 10 M

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in
The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Visit Us At: thecr.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10a.m. -4 p.m.
Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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JCHS softball starts season off strong

The Patriots had to wait near-
ly a week to get their season
underway.

It was worth the wait as they
got off on the right foot.

After a pair of rainouts
throughout the week, Jay Coun-
ty High School’s softball team
opened up the 2024 season with
a pair of wins over the Black-
ford Bruins on Saturday 9-0, 7-1.

Mallory Winner shut down
the Bruins (2-0) only allowing
four hits over the seven-inning
game.

The Patriots (2-0) had an
offensive explosion in the third
inning, aided by three Blackford
errors. Jaelyn Lykins and Mady

Split ...

Continued from page 8

They dropped the first
game of the second match,
but then traded games
until it was tied at 6-6. The
JCHS duo was down 6-4 in
the tie breaker before they
tied it at 6-6 on a backhand
by Harris and eventually
won 9-7 on an error by
Pitts.

Again, the duo got down
8-5 during the super
tiebreaker when Harris
couldn’t return a serve.
Harris and Muhlenkamp
stayed clean the rest of the
match, only surrendering
one more point as Pitts and
Hile started to commit
errors. In the end, the
JCHS duo won 2-6, 7-6 (9-7),
11-9.

The first-time varsity
pair talked about how their
communication  helped
them pull out the win.

“We did a very good job
talking in between each
point,” Harris said. “We
would turn around, come
together and talk about
what we need to work on,
while the other team was
psyching themselves out a
little bit. I think that
worked to our benefit.”

The only other victory

Jay County
roundup

Fraley both hit RBI doubles in
the inning. Jozey Shimp, Mor-
gan Missicano and Carley
Trinidad all drove in a run as
well.

Trinidad manned the circle in
game No. 2, only allowing one
run on eight hits through seven
innings.

Shimp fueled the offense with

a three-run home run in the
sixth inning that put the Patri-
ots up 6-1. Cali Yates also drove
in multiple runs despite not get-
ting a hit.

Late game runs

The Jay County baseball team
stumbled out of the gate as it
dropped a pair of games to the
Mississinewa Indians on Satur-
day 8-5, 11-6.

Kade Sommers only gave up
one run over four innings of
work in the first game, but seven
runs over the final two frames
gave the Indians (2-0) a com-
manding lead.

JCHS (0-2) put up some resist-

ance in the bottom of the sev-
enth with five runs, but it wasn’t
enough to overcome the deficit.
Jackson Edwards, Drew
Schemenaur and Sommers all
drove in runs on singles in the
inning.

A six-run seventh inning was
the difference maker in the sec-
ond game. Trailing by only two
runs going into the final inning,
Sam Myers surrendered the
runs on a single, a double, a pair
of groundouts and two errors.

Tough start

YORKTOWN The Jay
County boys golf team finished
with 372 strokes Saturday to

place 16th out of 18 teams at the
Yorktown Invitational.

The Center Grove red ran
away with first place after
shooting a 285, which was three
strokes under par as a team.

Caleb DeRome led the way for
the Patriots with a score of 83
over 18 holes. Gage Sims wasn’t
far behind with a score of 85.

Cody DeHoff was the only Jay
County golfer to finish with less
than 100 strokes, as he shot a 92.

Isaac Homan rounded out the
scoring in his first varsity
match by shooting a 112.

Liam Garringer’s 117 strokes
did not qualify for the team
score.

24

CAVAWS SieaS

Audrey Muhlenkamp of the Jay County High School girls tennis team hits a forehand in the match against Blackford on

Saturday. Muhlenkamp and Courtney Harris — who were filling in for Zion Beiswanger and Chloe Ruiz — beat the Bruins No. 2 doubles
duo in their varsity debut despite the Patriots falling 3-2.

against the Bruins came
from the No. 1 doubles pair
of Meredith Dirksen and
Sophia Sprunger. They
quickly took down Jessica
Brinkerhoff and Emily
Ellison 6-0, 6-1 to secure the
first win of the match for
the Patriots.

They also made quick
work of Hagerstown’s Kai-

lyn Harrison and Mary
Lach 6-2, 6-0.

Last season Brenna Bai-
ley and Chloe Wicker
matched up at the No. 2 sin-
gles spot, but Wicker has
since been bumped up to
No. 1 singles while Bailey
was filling in for Brenna
Haines. In their 2023

4x400 ...

matchup, Wicker won 2-6,
7-6 (7-5), 10-8. This year, she
beat Bailey 6-0, 6-0 to get
the match started.

“Last year, that was her
first match, so she was a
little tentative at first,”
Smith said. “She got better
as the season went on and
has worked on some things

to get even better this sea-
son.”

Bailey beat Avery Schm-
rtz of Hagerstown 6-1, 6-1.

Maggie Dillon beat
Tigers’ Morgan Williamson
in a marathon match before
she had to take on Meeka
Stalter in the No. 2 singles
match. Being worn out

from the first match, Dillon
fell to Stalter 6-1, 6-2 to
secure the victory for the
Bruins.

The No. 3 singles match
featured two players mak-
ing their varsity debuts.
Blackford’s Evelyn Gulley
ended up taking down
Faith Faulkner 7-5, 6-2.

Tessa Frazee filled in the

No. 3 singles position for
the Hagerstown match, los-
ingto Addie Vinson 6-1, 6-1.

“Overall, I thought we
played well for our first
matches,” Garringer said.
“The weather was good, so
we can’t blame that, but I'd
like to see us hustle a little
bit more.”

Continued from page 8

Alig also delivered a career-
best performance in the season
opener. Taking over the top
spot in the hurdles from 2023
graduate Isaac Kunkler, he
proved to be up to the task as
he won the 110-meter race in
16.03 seconds ahead of Win-

chester’s Carter Campbell
(16.21).

“Just an absolutely hard
worker. Just a really, really hard
worker,” said Imel of Alig, who
was also third in the long jump
and fourth in the high jump. “If
we had everybody like that,

that’s what you want on your

Sports on tap

team all the time. I really do
appreciate him.”

While the final relay marked
the only win of the day for the
JCHS girls, the team was in the
top three plenty to earn the
team title. German exchange
student Matilda Mende (100
dash), Morgan DeHoff (100 hur-

dles), Muhlenkamp (high jump)
and the 4x800 relay team of
Alexis Sibray, Paityn Wendel,
Willow Hardy and Muhlenkamp
all finished second. Third-place
finishes came from Cash Hol-
lowell (100 hurdles), Jordyn
Hutzler (discus) and the 4x100
relay team of Jenna Dues,

Naroa Zugasti, Mende and
DeHoff.

Joseph Boggs was in on the
other top finishes for the Patriot
boys as he teamed with Caleb
Garringer, Brayden Collins and
Dylan Marentes for third in the
4x800 relay and placed fourth

individually in the 1,600 run.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Baseball at East-
brook — 5 p.m.; Softball at Eastbrook —
5 p.m.; Track at South Adams - 5:30
p.m.; Junior high track at Northside —
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track at St. John’s —
4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. Versailles - 5
p.m.; Softball at Versailles— 5 p.m.; JV
baseball at Versailles — 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 p.m. — College softball: Michigan
at Michigan State (BTN)

7 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at
Charlotte Hornets (ABC); Indiana Pacers
at Toronto Raptors (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capitals
at Detroit Red Wings (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at
Milwaukee Bucks (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at

Colorado Avalanche (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-
riors at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Wednesday

1:15 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia
Phillies at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indi-
ana)

3 p.m. — The Masters: Par 3 Contest
(ESPN)

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:
Barcelona at PSG (CBS)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brew-
ers at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks
at Miami Heat (ABC)

8 p.m. — NHL: Chicago Blackhawks
at St. Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

8:15 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
Cup: Herediano at Pachuca (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden
Knights at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA: Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Denver Nuggets (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
Cup: Inter Miami at Monterrey (FS1)

Local notes
Challenge set

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk
Challenge for the 2024 season will begin
April 20, where participants 19-years-old
or older can compete in a total of eight
races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge

is $150 and will enter participants in all
eight races, with five needing to be com-
pleted for the Challenge Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from
Adams County, but only the first 100
entries will compete. Participation in indi-
vidual events is available as well.

To sign up or for more information,
visit www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 140 APPLIANCES 200 FOR RENT
PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION AUCTIONEERS HOT TUBS, FIRE- LEASE SPACE avail- . . Public Notice
Located: Women's ~ SATURDAY, MAY 4TH, Zane Shawver PLACES,  STOVES! able, Coldwater, oh. Public Notice
Building 806 W Votaw 2024 Lic. #AU10500168 Special Spring Prices! Manufacturing, ware- REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS SUMMONS- SERVICE BY
St., Portland, IN 9:00 A.M. 260-729-2229 Kerns Fireplace & Spa housing, assembly, dis- Food Service Management for STigEBé‘Eﬁ;“é?gN N
Friday Evening LOCATED: 3430 W State Pete D. Shawver 5217 Tama Road Celina, tribution, offices, inside S éaisclhéml Corporation . COUNTY OF JAY
April 12th, 2024 Road 67, Portland, IN or Lic. #AU19700040 OH 45822 (419) 363- and outdoor storage. iy ocooe TOtbomaton SEbel IN THE SUPERIOR/
5:00 P.M.. 3 % miles west of Port- 260-726-5587 2230 Easy access to major service management compa- CIRCUIT COURT
HOUSEHOLD GOODS - land at the corner of Hwy ~ www.auctionzip.com — highways and railroad nies to operate their food ser-  CASE NO.38C01-2403-AD-11
OLD ITEMS 67 and County Road 200 Auctioneer ID #4243 170 PETS access with loading vice program. To obtain a copy CHARLES WILLIAM
Speed Queen washer; South. docks and overhead Ofet::e%ﬁ%?:stt g‘;faifl‘(’)’r’loéﬂfj COFFEY
Whirlpool dryer; 3 pc. FARM TRACTORS- 100 JOBS WANTED SHORT HAIRED BOR- (¢ranes available. Con- Ir’ent " BRANDY FI‘tFI‘]JE(;HELLE
queen size bedroom FARM EQUIP—-CON- DER COLLIE cross pup- tact Sycamore Group, scurrent@jayschoolskl2.in.us. Pclginﬁm o
suit; STRUCTION EQUIP. - AMISH CREW LOOK- pies. Born 2/2/24 w/shots 419-678-5318, Sealed proposals will be ac- v
Whirlpool washer; GE TRUCKS-TRAILER-  ING FOR any work. No $175.00 or Best Offer. www.sycamorespace.co ggpg%‘;fnft}l 10‘00131“ on i\p;‘l ROBERT STEVEN SOWDER
dryer; Lazy Boy reclinin VEHICLES- RIDING ~ job is too big or small. Bornon afarm. Call 765- m bmitted to Jar School Corba. Defendant(s)
ryer; y boy ing ] submitted to Jay School Corpo-
sofa; curved glass china MOWERS-ATVS- Pole barns, roofing, 847-1697 ration, 414 Floral Ave. Portland, ~PRAECIPE FOR SERVICE BY
cabinet; (2) ornate ATTACHMENTS-MISC. ~ remodeling. ~ 260-849- 90 FARMERS COL 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS  IN 41571 ATIN: Shannon Cur- PUBLICATION
flower lamps; Bentley NOW ACCEPTING 2489. - rent, Business Manager. 0 the Clerk of the -
clock: cast iron skillet CONSIGNMENTS UNTIL UMN WE PAY CASH for jUnk CR 4-2,9-2024 NS 4-3,10- HSPAXLP RIOR/CIRCUIT Court of Jay
’ 130 MISC. FOR SALE County:

and chicken fryer; pres-
sure cookers; metal fold-
ing chairs; wood step
ladder; 2 metal swings;
outdoor furniture; many
other items not listed.
MARY MCKIBBEN
ESTATE
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

NOON. THURSDAY,
MAY 2ND, 2024.
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR
ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

FOR SALE Gehl MX100
feed grinder/mixer
$3000.00. Call 765-744-
7145

autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

VvV Out
The CR
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THE CLASSFIEDS

A Petition for Adoption,
K.L.M.S., having been filed in
the above entitled cause, is-
suance of Summons by publica-
tion pursuant to the attached af-

Find it Buy It fidavit is requested.
Sell It! By Charles William Coffey
Plaintiff-Pro SE
(260) 726-8141 By Brandy Ruchelle Coffey
Plaintiff-Pro SE
CR 4-9,16,23-2024- HSPAXLP

Visit Us At:

thecr.com




Softball sweeps Bruins

to open season,
see story page 7

Page 8

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

SELMA — With more than a
third of the sectional field on
hand, the Patriots had not won a
single event.

In the final race of the day,
they were sitting third with one
lap to go.

Then Makinsey Murphy took
the baton.

The senior who returned to
the team after taking a year off
locked up the championship for
the Jay County High School
girls track at the Wapahani
Raider Relays team as she
fought back to give the Patriots
their only victory in the 4x400-
meter relay.

That lone win broke a tie at
the top of the standings and lift-
ed the Patriots (99.5 points) over
sectional rivals Winchester
(94.5) and Wapahani (88).The
seven-team field also included
sectional foes Monroe Central
and Cowan.

“I feel like it was a really total
team effort,” said JCHS coach
Joe Imel, whose squad placed
two in the top four in four indi-
vidual events. “It was just a real
well-rounded effort. We didn’t
win a ton of events, but we
scored well — second, third,
fourth. When you do that, you've
got a pretty strong team.”

Jay County’s boys got event
victories from Austyn LeMaster
and Adam Alig as they placed
third with 71.5 points. The host
Raiders earned the champi-
onship with 102 points and
Hagerstown (97.5) was second.

“I was real happy with the
boys,” said Imel. “We had a lot
of PRs today.”

The Patriots and Winchester
were deadlocked atop the girls
standings heading into the final

event, with Ariel Beiswanger of
the former and Lanie Burger of
the latter trailing Wapahani’s
Ava Cook early on. The Golden
Falcons continued to run second
with the Patriots third midway
through the race before
Madyson Hummel of Winches-
ter pulled into the lead late in
the third lap. Judy Dargo
reclaimed first place for Wapa-
hani, but her spot in the front
was temporary. Murphy zipped
past  Winchester’s Maggie
Covert, overtook Dargo in the
final 200 meters and ran away
from the field for a victory of
more than five seconds in 4 min-
utes, 40.51 seconds.

“This is the first meet she’s
been able to run in because of
injuries,” said Imel of Murphy,
who was a regional qualifier in
the 300 hurdles as a sophomore
before deciding not to run last
season. She teamed with Molly
Muhlenkamp, Mya Kunkler and
Beiswanger. “She does a really
nice job.”

LeMaster wasted no time in
delivering one of the highlights
of the day for the Patriot boys
when he stepped into the discus
circle for the first time this sea-
son. He spun and let the disc fly,
sending it easily the longest dis-
tance of anyone in the first
round. When the measurement
— 117 feet even — was
announced, teammate Brasen
Glassford had a question.

“Was that your PB?” he asked.

“By 4 feet,” LeMaster
responded.

That throw was all he needed,
as only one other competitor
came within a foot of his mark.
He took first place by nine inch-

son of Hagerstown.
See 4x400 page 7

Sports
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4x400 for the win

Murphy comeback lifts Jay to victory at Wapahani Raider Relays

Jay baseball and softball
play Eastbrook today,
see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Makinsey Murphy reels in Julie Dargo of Wapahani on
es over runner-up Landon Law- the final lap of the 4x400-meter relay Saturday at the Wapahani Raider Relays. Murphy’s rally
on the final leg of the race gave the Patriots their only even win of the meet and lifted them
to the championship.
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Portland’s Largest Selection of
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unseasoned

Ground

4-1 patties, frozen in 1 Ib pkgs
butterflied & tenderized

Pork

Pork Burgerss 2 9“09

10-1Ib case of 80/20
ground
beef

frozen, in tubes

Prime to Choice

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

$299

Patriots split to open

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots were without three of the
seven starters.

Despite a slow start, two of the
replacements took full advantage.

Courtney Harris and Audrey Muh-
lenkamp of the Jay County High School
girls tennis team eked out a win in the
No. 2 doubles position as the Patriots fell
to the Blackford Bruins 3-2 to break a
nearly decade-long streak.

Before the loss, the Patriots opened the
day with a 4-1 victory against Hager-
stown.

“I thought it went really well,” JCHS
coach Andrea Garringer said. “We were
missing three players, so that made the
game totally different than what it nor-
mally should be. But I thought that the
girls that we chose did a good job.”

The loss to Blackford ended an eight-
year long winning streak against the
Bruins (1-1) that saw the Patriots (1-1)
win seven-straight.

“It feels good,” Blackford coach Brian
Smith said. “We didn’t lose anybody
from last year, so everybody’s getting bet-
ter. Even the new ones are getting better
so I'm really happy.”

The Tigers didn’t have a No. 2 doubles
duo to match up with Harris and Muh-
lenkamp, allowing them to rest before
they took on Loralie Hile and Karlie Pitts
of Blackford. Harris and Muhlenkamp
filled in for expected starters Zion
Beiswanger and Chloe Ruiz who were
unavailable for the match.

Nerves got to the duo in the first set,
which they dropped 6-2 to the Blackford
pair.

Despite the early falter, the duo kept a
good mindset as they started the second
set rather than being bothered about get-
ting down early.

“I like to think with every new point it
just starts over,” Muhlenkamp said. “We
just get a fresh new mindset every time
and get to keep going.”

See Split page 7

T-Bones $1 3?09

: 69
T-LoIns L

Tribe offense explodes late

Sirloin Tip
Steaks Ib

0000000000000 0000000000
frozen, 4-1

Ground

Chunk $ glbg

Pork

Loins
Pepperjack Cheese |~ puck
$5.691 Patties

From Fisher’'s Smokehouse
Pork Mettwursts

Ring
(smoked
J°$V;I 985/(/? breas}(faoste/inks) Ham Hocks Bologna
. $3.99/Ib $3.39/Ib $3.69/Ib
original & pepperjack

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

Call your orler In today!

Freezer bunclles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most popular cuts of meat in

quantities small enough to not crowal your fregzer or cramp your buaget.
Save time anal enerqy with call ahead ordlering and! have your oroler reaaly £o go when you arrive,

www.fishermeats.com

ANSONIA, Ohio — The
Indians struggled against
Keegan Weiss, but once
they got to the bullpen,
they couldn’t stop scoring.

After trailing 3-0, the
Fort Recovery High School
baseball team fired off 18
runs in the final two
innings to take down the
Ansonia Tigers 18-3 on
Saturday.

Lander Shives replaced
Weiss on the mound in the
fifth inning with a three-
run lead for Ansonia (3-4).
He walked the first two
batters before Caden
Grisez’s single knocked in
the first run for the Indi-
ans (2-1).

The next four runs
scored on an error, a
groundout and a wild
pitch. Later, Troy Homan,
Grisez and Alex Gaerke all
walked to push runs
across the plate.

FRHS would pour on 10
more runs in the sixth
inning to end the game by
mercy rule.

Gaerke ended the game
with four RBIs and two
runs and Sage Wendel had
three RBISs, three runs and
one hit to lead the Indians.

Homan earned the win
with three innings pitched

with one strikeout, zero
hits and zero runs.

Too many hits

ROCKFORD, Ohio —
The Fort Recovery softball
team and the Parkway
Panthers combined for 23
hits Saturday as the Indi-
ans fell 11-5 in their first
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence matchup of the year.

The Panthers (5-0, 1-0
MAC) managed 13 hits and
11 runs - seven of which
were earned - off of Jenna
Homan in six innings.
They scored three runs in
the second, fourth and
sixth innings.

Madison Louth led the
way with three hits and
three RBIs.

Homan and Ella Schoen
were the Indians’ top
offensive performers.
Homan had three hits and
two runs while Schoen
had two hits and two RBIs.

The Indians (1-3, 0-1
MAC) scored two runs in
third and fourth innings
to momentarily tie the
Panthers, who responded
with three runs and never
trailed again.

The only other FRHS
run came in the sixth on a
passed ball.

FRHS
roundup

Track falls behind

CELINA, Ohio — Fort
Recovery’s track teams fell
to seventh at the Celina
relays on Friday.

The girls team only man-
aged to score 16 points,
while Celina put up 97 to
win the meet. The boys
team ended with 27 points,
just one shy of Waynes-
field-Goshen in sixth. Celi-
na also won the boys side
with 109 points.

Kiana Matsuda, Ellie
Will, Natalie Brunswick
and Anna Roessner cap-
tured the only first-place
finish as the four ran the
4x400-meter relay in 4 min-
utes, 20.74 seconds.

The highest finish for
the boys came from the dis-
tance medley relay team
that placed second. Reece
Diller, Cayson Kaikala,
Parker Brunswick and
Trevor Heitkamp com-
bined for a time of 12 min-
utes, 31.15 seconds.



