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Anita Houser, 85, rural
Portland
Loretta Martin, 84, Albany
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Friday.
The low was 46.
Skies will be sunny today

with a high in the lowers 60s
and winds gusting to 25 miles
per hour. Windy conditions
will continue tonight with a
low in the lower 50s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

A “Teen Talk” about addic-
tion and recovery is slated
for 6 p.m. Tuesday at IU
Health Jay. Local service
providers are hoping to learn
from the youth how to help
teenagers with peer sub-
stance use and overdoses.
Those ages 12 to 18 are invit-
ed to attend. To learn more,
call (260) 251-3259.

Tuesday — Results from
today’s JCHS baseball game
against Centerville.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS track meet against
Bluffton.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Interconnection delays

have been impacting ener-
gy companies across the
nation.
One of  those companies

planning a facility in Jay
County has requested to
adjust its project timeline.
Jay County Council

heard Wednesday from
Leeward Renewable Ener-
gy, the business proposing
to build Rose Gold Solar in
Jay County. The company
will return next month
with a formal request to
amend its economic devel-
opment agreement with
the county in respect to its
construction and commer-
cial operation start dates.
A planned 150-megawatt

solar facility located on
about 1,430 acres of  land
north of  Dunkirk, Rose
Gold Solar would connect
to American Electric
Power’s system via the Jay
substation on county road
400 South and is estimated
to have a lifespan between
30 and 40 years once in
operation.
Leeward Renewable

Energy completed local
government legal require-
ments in 2021 and 2022,
including a tax abatement,
road use agreement,
decommissioning plan
and economic develop-
ment agreement. (Lee-
ward would give $1.95 mil-
lion to the county in eco-
nomic development pay-
ments over a four-year
period after the facility
begins generating electric-
ity. It would also result in
an estimated additional
$68.1 million in assessed
value.)
Brooks shared hopes

Wednesday to amend the
economic development
agreement so that the
dates align with the com-
pany’s current outlook on
its project timeline.
Originally, the company

had planned to begin con-
struction in late 2022.
However, those plans were
delayed when PJM Inter-
connection — the regional
transmission organiza-
tion coordinating whole-
sale electricity movement
across 13 states, including
Indiana, and the District
of  Columbia —
announced plans in April
2022 to revamp its analysis
process for new services
joining the power grid.
PJM Interconnection

placed its existing queue
projects, including Rose
Gold Solar — it is now
undergoing the required
study process through
September 2025 — into
clusters at the end of  2023.
Leeward Renewable

Energy anticipates to
break ground on Rose
Gold Solar beginning in
March 2026, with the first
day of  operation slated for
August 2027. If  there are
more delays with the
interconnection process,
however, the company
foresees those dates could
be pushed back to June
2027 and December 2028,
respectively.
“Those deadline

changes really mean noth-
ing, do they?” said council
member Harold Towell.
“They’re something you
can change again, and
again, and again.”
Kelly Pacifico of  Lee-

ward Renewable Energy
noted PJM’s Interconnec-
tion process changes are
an attempt to fix delay
issues.
“They were coming in

and tackling these proj-
ects first come, first
serve,” she said. “It was
just backing things up.
The thought is, they’re
going to be looking at
these as batches, which is
how other ISOs (Indepen-
dent System Operators)
are structured.”
She added that the

organization is notorious
for delays but expressed
optimism that the new
process will be more effi-
cient as it catches up to
the projects on its list.
Schemenaur said he

would coordinate with
Leeward Renewable Ener-
gy’s legal representative
to review the economic
development agreement in
the next 30 days.
See Adjustment page 2

Twenty-five years ago this week, the
Patriots came roaring back for a victory.
The  April 13, 1999, edition of  The

Commercial Review featured coverage
of  the Jay County High school baseball
team’s comeback from an 8-0 deficit for a
9-8 win over the visiting Marion Giants.
After a rough first half  of  the first

inning, the Patriots chipped away at
Marion and pulled even in the fourth.
The game was stilled tied in the sixth

inning when Jay County opened with
consecutive walks. Jody Missicano then
smacked a single to score Brian Journay
with the lead run. 
The Giants put runners on second and

third with one out in the top of  the sev-
enth inning against Pete Byrum — he
tossed five-plus scoreless innings of
relief  to allow the Patriots to come back
— before JCHS coach Lea Selvey went to
his bullpen again. Sean Landess struck

out the only two batters he faced to earn
the save and preserve the win for
Byrum.
“I thought Pete did one heck of  a job,”

said Selvey. “We put ourselves in a posi-
tion where we had to play well and our
pitching had to hold them. Pete did
about as well as you could ask.”
Jay County got in the hole thanks to

committing four errors in the first
inning that led to six of  the runs for the
Giants being unearned.
The Patriots chipped away after that,

cutting their deficit in half  by the end of
the third. The breakthrough came in the
fourth inning, starting with Doug Evans
smacking the team’s first home run of
the year. An Aaron Wilson single pulled
the home team to within one, and then
designated Derek Bantz drove him in to
tie the score and set the stage for Missi-
cano’s heroics in the sixth inning.

Retrospect

Patriots rallied in cold for comeback win
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The umpire rules Jay County High School’s Derek Bantz safe
at second base during the Patriots’ 9-8 comeback victory over visiting
Marion on April 12, 1999.

By DONATO PAOLO MANCINI,
JENNIFER JACOBS
and ALEX WICKHAM
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
Israel is bracing for a direct and

unprecedented attack by Iran on
government targets as soon as Sat-
urday, according to people familiar
with western intelligence assess-
ments, a move that has the poten-
tial to trigger an all-out regional
war.
An assault from Iranian soil has

emerged as one of  the main scenar-
ios expected by the Jewish state
and its allies, said the people, who
asked not to be identified as they
aren’t authorized to discuss the
matter publicly. A bombardment
with drones and precision missiles

could come within the next 48
hours, they said.
Oil jumped to the highest level

since October on the news, rallying
as much as 2.6% to top $92 a barrel.
Futures have surged 19% this year
with the war adding risk premium to
the market.
The U.S. is preparing defenses and

moved additional military assets to
the region, while intensifying diplo-
matic efforts to rein in hostilities,
the people said. The attack still has-
n’t been approved by Tehran’s high-
est-ranking officials, they said.
An Iranian missile and drone bar-

rage would represent a retaliation
for a deadly strike on its diplomatic
compound in Syria last week, which
the Islamic Republic blames on
Israel. Supreme Leader Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei has repeatedly said
Israel will be “punished” for the
assault, though stopped short of  say-
ing what form such a counter move
would take.
One of  the people said it’s possible

that the increasingly inflammatory
rhetoric between Israel, Iran, and
the U.S. could be grandstanding, but
said the working assumption for
Israel and allies is that an attack is
imminent. Diplomatic back-chan-
nels are in overdrive, the people said.
U.S. officials including Jake Sulli-

van and Brett McGurk have been
working to send messages to Iran,
including through an established
Swiss channel, one of  the people
said, while talking to Israel, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and other govern-
ments.

Israel bracing for an attack

LRE seeks
adjustment
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High water
Various roads and areas in Jay County were flooded Friday, the result of more than 7

inches of rainfall in the last few weeks. Pictured above, a Toyota driver passes through a body of
water Friday along Indiana 1 between county roads 100 and 150 South about four miles north of
Redkey. Jay County issued a flood warning through 5:49 p.m. today.

Connection
process

has caused
a delay



Lost control
An Albany man lost con-

trol of  his vehicle along
county road 275 South and
drove off  the road about
9:40 p.m. Wednesday.
Rodney Welsh, 58, was

driving his 2001 Lincoln
Continental west on the
road near its intersection
with U.S. 27 when he
approached a curve in the
road. Welsh lost control on
the wet surface and drove
off  the road.  His vehicle
was towed, with damage
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Intersection crash
Damage is estimated

between $25,000 and
$50,000 after a Portland
woman turned in front of
an Ohio truck driver on
Meridian Street, causing
an accident about 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday.
Patricia E. Timmons,

66, was driving her 2013
Chevrolet Equinox west
on Votaw Street when she
began to turn south on its
intersection with Meridi-
an Street. At the same
time, 43-year-old Chad M.
Seger of  Minster was
driving his 1997 Freight-
liner truck  north
through the intersection.
Seger wasn’t able to
avoid colliding with Tim-
mons’ vehicle.
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Jay County Solid Waste Management District

Interested in harvesting  
rainwater from your  

rooftop?
April 18th at 6:00 pm

Continued from page 1
The company will return to

council in May for a formal
approval.
Council president Matt Minnich

suggested the county and Leeward
Renewable Energy could use the
situation to open discussion about
increasing economic development
payments and, subsequently,
lengthen the timeline of  the tax
abatement.
Also Wednesday, council decided

not to adjust a tax abatement with
Scout Clean Energy for Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm, a 130-megawatt
facility located in Jefferson and
Richland townships. The company
began operations in September
2020.
Council approved Scout Clean

Energy’s compliance forms for its
wind farm’s tax abatement in
October 2023. At that time, council
member Jeanne Houchins noted
the company had not been paying
its county property taxes but that
taking it to court in an effort to
recoup those funds would be costly.
Scout was sent bills to correct the
error.
County auditor Emily Franks

explained Wednesday the company
responded that the bills were more
than the original estimates.
Franks said after a back-and-forth
conversation, Scout Clean Energy
cited an accounting mistake on its
part and asked to adjust the abate-
ment. (It paid bills for 2021 and
2022 in December 2023, about a
month after the November tax

deadline.)
The company requested to

adjust the percentage of  the
assessed value subject to the tax
abatement, which would include
reducing the year 2023 payable in
2024 by more than $113,100 in Jef-
ferson Township and $46,300 in
Richland Township. The request
would also involve a refund of  just
over $139,000 from its previous
taxes paid in Jefferson Township
and just over $57,000 from its pre-
vious taxes paid in Richland Town-
ship, both of  which would be used
to reduce its tax owed for the year
2023 payable in 2024.
Council vice president Cindy

Bracy noted the company didn’t
pay its property taxes on time and
suggested denying the request.
Schemenaur noted the company
also misunderstood how economic
development payments worked.
“Through a series of  errors,

mostly theirs, but there was some
shared blame all around, we
straightened that out,” he said,
noting the company wasn’t techni-
cally compliant with its abatement
but was given grace to resolve the
issues.
Council decided not to grant the

adjustment.
In other business, council mem-

bers Dave Haines, Randy May,
Faron Parr, Towell, Bracy and
Minnich, absent Jeanne Houchins:
•Heard from Arleace Green, a

public affairs specialist with Unit-
ed States Small Business Adminis-
tration. Green shared information

about the economic injury disaster
loans for businesses and nonprof-
its. Those economically impacted
as a result of  the tornado March 14
could be eligible for up to $2 mil-
lion at a low, fixed interest rate to
meet financial obligations. To
learn more, visit sba.gov/disaster
or call (800) 659-2955.
•Heard from Bill Wilson, Jail

Services Coordinator with Indiana
Sheriffs’ Association, and Sheriff
Ray Newton regarding a jail study.
Wilson, who shared a recent
staffing study conducted at Jay
County Jail, cited a need for nine
additional full-time personnel. 
•Made the following additional

appropriations: $43,250 from the
Indiana Residential Care Assis-
tance Program in a reimbursable
grant to be used on repairs and
maintenance at Jay County Coun-
try Living; $31,987.29 in American
Rescue Plan Act dollars (Bracy
opposing) for services provided by
Rundell, Ernstberger Associates
for planning of  the development of
the county owned 68 acres on the
west side of  Portland; $15,000
(Towell opposing) for Jay County
Campus of  Arts Place’s match
toward the Our Town Grant from
the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA); $11,038.74 and
$2,677.56 moved from different
funds to be used for firearms and
accessories for Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office; $5,000 to Pennville Eco-
nomic Development for the town’s
park revitalization project; and
$1,110 for pauper counsel.

Adjustment ...

Anita Houser
March 1, 1939-April 10, 2024
Anita (Losure) Houser, age

85, a resident of  rural Portland
at Antiville, passed away on
Wednesday, April
10, 2024, at IU
Health Jay in
Portland. 
Anita was born

to Donald and
Hildred (Brinne-
man) Losure on
March 1, 1939, in
Poneto, Indiana.
She was the vale-
dictorian of  Van Buren High
School Class of  1957. By 1961,
she earned her math education
bachelor of  science degree
from Huntington College
where she met R.D. Houser,
whom she married July 9, 1961.
She taught math in Geneva,
Portland and Berne. 
Later she earned her pilot’s

license. 
Together they lived in

Bryant, Indiana, Cahokia, Illi-
nois, and Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, and finally settled at
Antiville, north of  Portland, to
raise their family.

In 1985, she earned her sec-
ond bachelor of  science degree
from Taylor University in com-
puter science so she could help
put her kids through college. 
Some of  Anita’s favorite

activities were gardening and
preserving food for her family.
She modeled a determination
in using and appreciating wild
foods: black raspberries, wild
strawberries and morels. 
Flowers were her joy. The

fragrance of  lilacs and
hyacinths gave her the greatest
pleasure. 
Sewing was a hobby she

never gave up from making her
wedding dress, her children’s
clothes and endless mending
through grandchildren’s paja-
mas. 
Classical music was always

playing at home. She encour-
aged Don in band and Marie in
piano. Later in life, she was
eager to attend her grandchil-
dren’s recitals and band con-
certs. 
She was always active in her

local churches: Bryant Wes-
leyan, Portland Nazarene and
lastly Union Chapel. She sup-

ported world missions through
Wycliffe Bible Translators,
Mission Aviation Fellowship
and World Gospel Mission. 
She was preceded in death by

her parents, a brother and a
sister. 
Survivors include:
Her husband — R.D. Houser,

rural Portland, Indiana 
Her children — Don Houser

(wife: Kyong), Seattle, Wash-
ington, and Marie McKinley
(husband: Mark), rural Port-
land, Indiana 
Six grandchildren
Visitation will be held on

Monday from 4 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Services to celebrate Anita’s
life will be held on Tuesday at
11 a.m. at the funeral home
with visitation one hour prior
to the service. 
Pastor Richard Secor will

officiate and burial will follow
at Gravel Hill Cemetery, west
of  Bryant. 
Memorials may be directed

to World Gospel Mission, 3783
E. Indiana 18, Marion, IN
46952, or Mission Aviation Fel-

lowship, P.O. Box 47, Nampa,
ID 83687. 
Condolences may be

expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Loretta Martin
March 15, 1940-April 7, 2024
Loretta (Morgan) Martin,

age 84, Albany, died Sunday,
April 7, 2024, at Albany Health
Care & Rehabilitation Center. 
Born in Bluffton on March

15, 1940, she grew up in the
Geneva area and
graduated from
high school in
Adams County.
Loretta was a
homemaker and
home health aid.
Over the years
she enjoyed trop-
ical fish and at
one time had sev-
eral fish tanks at home. She
also enjoyed doing macrame.
Survivors include sons Terry

Cox (Brenda), Portland, and
Mike Smith (Susan), Bluffton;
her daughter Debra
Dahlstrom, Albany; grandchil-
dren Donna Valentine (Madi-

son), Portland, Andrew Smith
(Jamie), Muncie, Triston Cox
and David Mays (Tiffany), Red-
key; and great-grandchildren
Nick and Emily.
She is preceded in death by

her son Gary Smith, who died
in 2023; and parents Samuel
and Flossie Morgan.
A memorial service will be

held at 1 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 17, 2024, at Meacham
Funeral Service. Burial will
take place at Alberson Ceme-
tery, west of  Geneva.
Visiting hours are Wednes-

day from noon until 1 p.m. at
the funeral home.
Condolences may be given at

MeachamFuneralService.com.
••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. 

They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Houser

Martin

Today
Marchal, Winifred: 10:30

a.m., Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Sunday
Culy, Norma: 2 p.m., Antioch

Cemetery, rural Portland.
Williams, Helen: 4 p.m.,

New Life Ministries, 415 S. Helen
St., Portland.

Tuesday
Houser, Anita: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday
Martin, Loretta: 1 p.m.,

Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Capsule Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 6-3-0
Daily Four: 1-4-3-9
Quick Draw: 1-4-5-10-

15-28-30-34-40-44-45-46-47-
51-64-66-71-72-76-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-7
Pick 4: 2-4-1-8

Pick 5: 9-8-2-3-5
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 13-25-

30-32-38
Jackpot: $120,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $46

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$125 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.41
May corn..................4.36
Wheat ......................4.37

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.42
May corn..................4.42
June corn ................4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.21
May corn..................4.21
Beans ......................11.67

May beans ..............11.67
Wheat ......................5.31

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.15
May corn..................4.19
Beans ......................11.59
May beans ..............11.62
Wheat .......................5.27

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.24
April corn ................4.28
Beans ......................11.32
April beans ............11.37
Wheat ......................4.85

In 1973, Portland
firefighters put out a
fire in the garage of  a
703 E. Walnut St. home
owned by Gerald
Thornton. Fire chief
Ray “Bud” Williams
said the fire broke out
in a car parked inside
the garage.
In 1998, Jay County

Commissioners tabled
discussion on the possi-
ble replacement of  a
bridge on Walnut Cor-
ner Road. The bridge
had been closed since
the mid 1980s.
In 2013, WPGW’s

Rob Weaver was hon-

ored as the Indiana
Sportswriters and
Sportscasters Associa-
tion Sportscaster of  the
Year at the organiza-
tion’s Hall of  Fame
banquet in Indianapo-
lis.
In 2022, Crosby

Heniser and Quinn
Faulker of  Jay County
High School both
signed to continue
their athletic careers at
Manchester University.
Both were set to play
baseball for the Spar-
tans, with Faulkner
also to play football.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board of  Directors, Jay
County Community Cen-
ter Senior Area, 115 E.

Water St., Portland.
6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation,
municipal airport, 661 W.
100 North.

CR almanac

75/49 73/55 76/62 74/54 70/45
There’s a

chance of
showers after
5 p.m. Sun-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny and
windy.

There’s a
50% chance
of storms on
Thursday,
when the high
will be in the
70s.

Wednes-
day also has
a 50%
chance of
showers and
thunder-
storms.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Monday,
when the high
will be 73.

Rain may
continue
Tuesday
under mostly
cloudy skies.
The low will
be in the
60s.

Sunday
4/14

Monday
4/15

Tuesday
4/16

Wednesday
4/17

Thursday
4/18



DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend
and I have dated for seven
months. We have a good relation-
ship in terms of  compatibility. We
are both Christian and educated,
and we have good professions. We
are fun-loving and both of  us like
to invest and travel. He enjoys my
company and says I am the girl
with the best qualities he’s ever
dated. 
But I do have one issue: He

stays in close contact with his for-
mer on-and-off  girlfriend of  10
years and other women he dated.
When I asked him about it, he
said he cares about other people
and likes to keep in touch with
them. 
An example: Last year when he

was single, he wanted to take his
long-term ex-girlfriend out for a
day trip, dinner and a musical so
she could get away from her
apartment. Her daughter and
grandkids, who were living with
her, made her life very tough. My
boyfriend and this ex also text
each other often to keep up with
each other’s family and life. 
I feel uneasy about this. Would-

n’t most women? To me, if  you
don’t think a relationship is
working, you should stop seeing
each other so you don’t cause
more confusion or stir up more
emotion. How should I deal with
this? I like this guy a lot and real-
ly think we have something
going. — SHARING HIM IN
TEXAS
DEAR SHARING HIM:

When people end long-term
relationships, they don’t all do
it in the same way. Some of
them have a dramatic blowup
and never speak to the person
again. Others remain friends
for many years. 
If  your boyfriend’s former

flame has an adult daughter
and grandkids, none of  you

are inexperienced kids your-
selves. If  you really want a
future with him, you may have
to accept that he won’t be
happy if  you try to curtail his
social contacts. If  you can’t
summon up enough self-confi-
dence to manage that, perhaps
you should find someone else.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a 68-year-old

married man with no close
friends. I worked for 35 years in
my family-owned bar and restau-
rant, until they lost it. After that,
I worked as an assistant manager
in a few fast-food places, then as
an assistant manager in a major
pharmacy. 
At 65, after three knee surger-

ies and a foot fusion, I retired
from working full time. I now
work part time for a physical
therapy center, mostly to keep
busy and make a few bucks. I
have no hobbies or major inter-
ests. I have a few health issues,
which are under control. 
I feel lonely most of  the time. I

know a lot of  people and get along
with people — I just FEEL lonely.

I have two sons I’m very proud of
who have families of  their own,
but they’re busy with their lives. I
have no one to talk to who won’t
judge me for feeling the way I do.
Can you give me any direction? —
A BIT LONELY IN THE EAST 
DEAR LONELY: You say you

are married. Is it a happy mar-
riage? You also have part-time
employment. These are things
to be grateful for. Your persist-
ent loneliness may be some-
thing to mention to your doc-
tors. The problem could be
emotional, spiritual, existen-
tial or physical, or it may sim-
ply be boredom. But the place
to start would be a doctor or a
spiritual adviser.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I are planning a cruise to cele-
brate our 30th wedding anniver-
sary as well as his retirement
next year. We invited my brother
and his wife, “Rita,” to join us.
Because my brother has always
wanted to visit our cruise desti-
nation, they accepted. 
Rita then shared our cruise

plans with her brother and his
wife, “Jewel.” Jewel expressed
interest in the destination and
said she wouldn’t mind going. In
response, Rita welcomed them to
join us! When I was told this, Rita
said her brother doesn’t like
cruises and probably wouldn’t
want to go, so I just let it go. Still,
I am annoyed at her presumptu-
ousness. 
Am I wrong to feel the way I do?

Rita did say she was sorry, but I’m
still annoyed. I love my brother
and sister-in-law, and I’d hate to
cause family drama. I’d welcome
your thoughts. — CRUISING IN
HAWAII
DEAR CRUISING: I agree

that what Rita did was pre-
sumptuous. It was also
thoughtless. She did not have
the right to invite anyone
along on your holiday. IF
Jewel tells Rita that she and
her husband HAVE decided to
come, it will then be Rita’s
responsibility to straighten
the matter out by rescinding
the invitation, and you should
“sweetly” make that clear.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
JAY RETIRED TEACH-

ERS — Will meet at noon
Monday, April 15, at
Richards Restaurant in
Portland. No reservations
are required.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop

long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-

TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County elementery Schools 

April 15-19
Monday: Main Entrees: Classic cheeseburger in bun

Alternate Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch,
Ham & cheese salad, breadstick, Sides for all
meals: BBQ baked beans

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef nachos Alternate Entrees:
PB&J and cheese fun lunch, Ham & cheese salad,
breadstick, Sides for all meals: Vegetarian refried
beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken tenders Alternate
Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch, Ham &
cheese salad, breadstick, Sides for all meals:
French fries

Thursday: Main Entrees: Whole grain waffles, chicken
sausage patty, syrup Alternate Entrees: PB&J
and cheese fun lunch, Ham & cheese salad,
breadstick, Sides for all meals: Baked apple
slices

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch, Ham &
cheese salad, breadstick, Sides for all meals:
Savory green beans

111 W. Main      (260) 729-5200      Portland, IN

May Financial Group, Inc.
Life • Health • Employee Benefits

Medicare Supplements • Annuities
International Health

Jeff Hall, 
Your Hometown agent for 30 years

jeff@mayfg.com

Community Calendar

Boyfriend’s contact with exes raises doubts
Dear
Abby

Fort Recovery High
School recently named its
third quarter honor roll
students.
Making the list with all

A’s were seniors Lucas
Acheson, Wes Bechtol,
Myah Breen, Katie Bruns,
Natalie Brunswick, Chloe
Bubp, Alex Dues, Alex
Evers, Megan Evers,
Teigen Fortkamp, Carson
Grube, Paige Guggenbiller,
Trevor Heitkamp and Troy
Homan.
Also Addy Jenkins,

Autumn Jutte, Nate Jutte,
Evan Keller, Allison Knap-
ke, Ella Kremer, Drew Lan-
genkamp, Saige Leuthold,
Rex Leverette, Jose Mar-
tinez, Mara Pearson,
Matthew Romer, Brynn
Stammen, Tiffany Taft,

Riggs Tobe and Ellie Will.
On the list with A’s and

B’s were seniors Drew
Bihn, Kenadie Ervin,
Gavin Faller, Kensey
Gaerke, Reece Guggen-
biller, Jenna Hart and
Aidan Heitkamp.
Also Easton Hoying,

Lydia Kahlig, Conner
Kaikala, Abby Keller, Brett
Lauber, Joscie LeFevre,
Libby Schlarman, Marissa
Schoen, Cole Shoemaker,
Olivia Smith, Austin Stein-
brunner, Britney Tebbe,
Sage Wendel, Ella West-
gerdes and Brooklyn Wyer-
ick.
Earning all A’s were jun-

iors Drew Backs, Alivia
Bergman, Samantha
Brackman, Kassidy Dues,
Evan Evers, Ava Grisez,

Kyle Huntsman, Joelle
Kaup, Lindsey Knapke,
Bailie Muhlenkam, Keegan
Muhlenkamp, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp, Karlie
Niekamp, Kylie Post, Ben
Reinhard, Anna Roessner,
Ella Schoen, Bella Taft and
Emma Will.
Making the list with A’s

and B’s were juniors Olivia
Albers, Layla Bihn, Madi-
son Bihn, Nicole Braun,
Tucker Brockman, Kaleb
Coleman, Calleigh Crab-
tree, Mason Diller, Amber
Dirksen, Brennan Dues,
Ava Englehardt, Gavin
Evers, Marlee Fiely, Jacob
Foote, Sarah Fritz, Riley
Grieshop and Caden
Grisez.
Also Brooke Hart, Ethan

Hartnagel, Kayla

Heitkamp, Eva Kahlig,
Cody Klenke, Gabe Knapke,
Emily Lauber, Norah
Meyer, Seth O’Connor,
Bristal Roth, Zach Schoen-
lein, Victoria Tchelidze,
Cooper Thompson, Reid
Timmerman, Eowyn Vela
and Mara Wenning.
On the list with all A’s

were sophomores Evvie
Briner, Elisa Evers, Alivia
Grube, Brodie Hart, Aubrie
Heitkamp, Madison
Heitkamp, Olivia Knapke,
Brylee Kremer, Cora Kre-
mer, Lily Schwieterman,
Megan Weitzel, Georgia
Wenning and Leah Wue-
bker.
Earning A’s and B’s were

sophomores Gabe Ache-
son, Ella Bechtol, Aiden
Brunswick, Rylee Bubp,

Emma Coleman, Kylia
Dues, Zoe Dues, Nevaeh
Elsass, Zach Ervin, Mallo-
ry Evers, Luke Fortkamp,
Carson Fullenkamp, Eli
Hawk, Jameson Heitkamp,
Maleiah Kaffenberger,
Cayson Kaikala, Reece
LeFevre, Autumn
Leuthold, Anthony Roess-
ner, Dani Schmitt, Jesse
Springer and Reece Wen-
del.
Making the list with all

A’s were freshmen Kenna
Dues, Tyler Dues, Cadence
Eber, Carter Fortkamp,
Alexis Grisez, Makenna
Huelskamp, Meredith
Jones, Breaker Jutte, Grace
Lochtefeld, Ian McCain,
Jake Meyer, Cameron Muh-
lenkamp, Isaac Roessner,
Kiera Stump, Jennifer Wen-

del, James Westgerdes and
Brynn Willmann.
On the list with A’s and

B’s were freshmen Brody
Barga, Carley Buckland,
Kendall Buckland, Reese
Diller, Destiny Ervin, Brady
Evers, Grant Fortkamp,
Ava Fullenkamp, Sophia
Guggenbiller, Russell Hart,
Aubree Heitkamp, Madelyn
Heitkamp and Theresa Hip-
ple.
Also Hudson McAbee,

Trinity Rammel, Emma
Schmitz, Madelyn Schoen-
lein, Angel Serio, Cara
Shoemaker, Riley Stam-
men, Amber Timmerman,
Ava Timmerman, Ivy Tobe,
Kaylor Wendel, Ethan Wen-
ning, Reed Westgerdes, Will
Westgerdes and Jase Wue-
bker.

Fort Recovery students make honor roll
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To the editor:
I’d like to thank the folks in

Portland and Jay County for
accepting visitors from far
away on Monday, April 8.
Nobody there asked to be in

the path of  the total solar
eclipse, but you handled it
well. Our fam-
ily did what
we could to
avoid putting
a strain on your resources (in
particular, we didn’t try to
access the internet while we
were there).
Hudson Family Park was a

delightful venue, large enough
for all the people and cars. It
helped that the weather was
perfect.
Thanks again.
Mike Blake
Oak Park, Illinois

Thanks
for being
gracious
hosts
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Letters to
the Editor

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
I was told I might cry

when seeing the total solar
eclipse in person. While no
tears fell, I felt the moment
in a much deeper way than
anticipated.
And as I spent a few days

trying to understand why, I
realized it’s because the
eclipse was a unifying
moment — one that I crave
as politics continues to
divide us.
Right now, the country is

polarized in so many ways.
Liberal and conservative,
white and black, male and
female, young and old. And
it’s not just differences of
opinions. Those are fine.
But now people spew
hatred at anyone who does-
n’t feel the same way they
do; there is no listening to
each other or learning.
There is no empathy.
But on Monday, under-

neath an impossibly perfect
April sky, I was reminded
society can come together.
And we need to find more
of  these moments.
For more than an hour, a

group of  about 20 of  us
watched the moon slide
slowly over the sun. We
compared the shape to a
croissant, then a banana
and then nothing at all. We
googled when the next
eclipse would be, wondered
why the bugs were sudden-
ly everywhere, and estimat-
ed how many degrees the
temperature dropped.
This group of  us, a mix

of  family and friends,
cheered together when
darkness hit and stood with
our faces to the sky, taking
pictures and laughing.
I was amazed at how sci-

ence ruled the day. We knew
when totality would begin
down to the minute. I was
in awe of  how the align-
ment is known decades out,
making it clear there is
order in what sometimes
seems a chaotic world.
Then as everyone

grabbed their chairs and
filtered back to reality, I
opened my phone to enjoy
the collective social media
frenzy. But the first thing I
saw was Attorney General
Todd Rokita posting a
Trump-shaped eclipse pic-
ture complete with hair
and nose in silhouette. And
it was from his official gov-
ernment account —  not his
campaign one. Within a few
minutes I had 10 direct mes-

sages, texts or emails about
it, questioning the use of
state resources for political
purposes.
And I sighed. Rokita had

taken this amazing nation-
al phenomenon and made it
political and partisan. He
couldn’t let a day go by — or
even a minute — without
diverting focus back to his
exalted leader.
I reached out to Rokita’s

office, who declined to com-
ment. To be clear, Indiana
law says a state employee
can’t engage in political
activity when acting in an
official capacity. It’s hard to
see posting a reference to
Donald Trump not being
political. But the impact
was minimal and there
won’t be any consequences.
I put my phone back

down and prepared for
another unifying moment
— rooting on the Purdue
Boilermakers in the nation-
al championship game.
They came up short. Heck, I
did too (falling asleep in the
second half  because the
game started too darn late).
But it was another exam-

ple of  a bonded experience
bringing people together.
It’s too bad an election

can’t have the same impact.
We all want the same thing
— for Indiana to be a good
place to live, work and play.
For our families to be safe,
for our loved ones to be
healthy, for our community
to prosper. We need to focus
more on the things that
make us similar and not
what drives us apart.
We need to stop reverting

to our like-minded cor-
ners. I learn something
every time I talk to a Repub-
lican or a Democrat or a
Libertarian. There are
more grays in life than
black and white. Let’s find
common ground there —
just like the common
ground the eclipse gave us.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indi-

ana Statehouse since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization. Its
website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Eclipse gave us
unifying moment

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service
What is this lunatic doing in

Congress?
No, seriously. It’s a real ques-

tion.
There comes a time when the

diplomatic niceties of  political
discourse must give way to blunt-
ly spoken truth. When a sitting
member of  Congress repeatedly
displays classic symptoms of
psychosis — that is, a literal, psy-
chological break with reality —
it must be addressed head-on.
We refer to (who else?) U.S.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-
Ga. Yes, her frequent outbursts
of  crazy can be entertaining in a
parlor-game sort of  way. But the
fact that she and a small cadre of
fellow fringe-dwellers have effec-
tively been allowed to take the
U.S. House hostage speaks to a
deadly serious symptom of  the
poor health of  the republic just
now.
For anyone who has lost track

of  Greene’s latest descent into
madness (it’s easy to do), she has
suggested that last week’s East
Coast earthquake was God’s
warning to America to “repent.”
Also: The eclipse!
On Friday, a 4.8 magnitude

earthquake shook New Jersey
and New York City. It was an
unusual location for a major
quake — but not, it must be said,
anything requiring a divine
explanation. Ditto with the rare-
but-perfectly-natural (as opposed
to supernatural) full solar
eclipse that occurred Monday,
right on its long-calculated
schedule.
But don’t try telling that to

Greene, a self-described Chris-
tian nationalist whose typical
right-wing footsie-playing with
racists and antisemites is aug-
mented, in her case, with a less-
typical belief  system that is
somewhere between religious
fanaticism and science fiction.
“God is sending America

strong signs to tell us to repent,”
Greene wrote on X on Friday.
“Earthquakes and eclipses and
many more things to come. I pray
that our country listens.”
“Repent” for what? She didn’t

say. We’re guessing it’s not for
the congressional dysfunction
that actually should require
repentance — dysfunction for
which Greene herself  has been
largely responsible.
When others on the social

media platform predictably fact-
checked the fact-averse congress-
woman, she bemoaned being
“mocked and scoffed at,” quoted
the Bible and wrote: “Yes

eclipses are predictable and
earthquakes happen and we
know when comets are passing
by, however God created all of
these things and uses them to be
signs for those of  us who
believe.”
Huh?
Disturbingly enough, this is

nowhere near the most
unmoored rhetoric from Greene
since she babbled and heckled
her way onto the national stage.
That distinction would probably
go to her suggestion that Califor-
nia wildfires were caused by a
space-based laser controlled by
Jewish investors.
Not all of  her piffle has been

that random. Her contributions
to our poisonous political divi-
sions today have included sug-
gesting a “national divorce”
between red and blue states, lim-
iting the voting rights of  anyone
who relocates between those
states and disenfranchising any-
one who doesn’t make enough
money to pay taxes.
When Democrats controlled

the House, they removed Greene
from her committee assignments
(with the help of  almost a dozen
Republican votes) for espousing
political violence.
But when the GOP took over

last year, not only was this cul-
tural arsonist invited back into
the fold, she was elevated to key
committee posts during Kevin
McCarthy’s brief  stint as House
speaker.
McCarthy needed Greene to

shore up his tissue-thin margin
of  support for his speakership.
As we wrote back then, he endan-
gered his own caucus and the
very functionality of  the House
by inviting her back in from
exile.
We now find that prediction

prescient — though, in all mod-
esty, it was a common and stun-
ningly obvious one.
In flailing desperately to attain

and keep his speakership last
year, McCarthy agreed to a
process that allows any member
of  the Republican caucus to call
for a vote to oust the speaker.
That was ultimately McCarthy’s
undoing.
Now Greene is using that pro-

vision to threaten current House
Speaker Mike Johnson. His
offense? Working with Democ-

rats to prevent a government
shutdown and potentially mov-
ing ahead with crucial aid to
Ukraine in its fight for survival
against Russia. In Greene’s
MAGA-addled mind, the latter is
“one of  the most egregious
things that he can do.”
Democrats, too, have their

fringy extremists. St. Louis is
home to one of  them, Rep. Cori
Bush, whose loopier pronounce-
ments have included suggesting
that Israel’s war with Hamas is
somehow an expression of
“white supremacy.” (Again:
Huh?)
Here’s the difference: Bush is

part of  a hard-left sideshow that
distracts the mainstream of  the
Democratic Party from its lead-
ership responsibilities now and
then, but which remains (appro-
priately) on the outside of  the
core of  party power.
Greene and her fellow right-

wing extremists, conversely, are
a core of  party power for the
GOP. In real ways, they are run-
ning the Republican table. They
are the reason the House today is
so dysfunctional it can barely
keep the government open, let
alone protect democracy in
Ukraine.
For the record: Earthquakes

happen when tectonic plates slip
against one another deep under-
ground. Eclipses happen when
the moon drifts between Earth
and the sun.
It’s all physics. It has nothing

to do with messages from God to
an unhinged member of  Con-
gress — nor to the party that has
recklessly empowered her.

It’s physics, not a message

Niki
Kelly

Guest
Editorial ... the fact that

she and a small
cadre of fellow
fringe-dwellers
have effectively
been allowed

to take the U.S.
House hostage
speaks to a

deadly serious
symptom of

the poor health
of the republic

just now.
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Connected to O.J.

1) What O.J. Simpson attorney also defended
the “Boston Strangler” and Patty Hearst?

2) These now-famous siblings once
referred to O.J. Simpson as their “uncle”?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) F. Lee Bailey
2) The Kardashians
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200 FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,

2024
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MAY 2ND, 2024. 

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.  

140 APPLIANCES

HOT TUBS, FIRE-
PLACES, STOVES!
Special Spring Prices!
Kerns Fireplace & Spa
5217 Tama Road Celina,
OH 45822 (419) 363-
2230  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–
For NEWS items and letters to the editor

news@thecr.com
For SPORTS related information

sports@thecr.com
For Classifieds:

classifieds@thecr.com
Website: www.thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING, SENDING DIGITAL FILES FOR THE HOME GUIDES
AND CUSTOMER PREPARED FILES.

print@thecr.com
FOR ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INQUIRIES

business@thecr.com
FOR DELIVERY INQUIRIES

delivery@thecr.com
Send Your E-MAIL Directly To The
Department You Want To Contact!

For Inquiries for ADVERTISING
& digital files

ads@thecr.com

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
Saturday, April 13, 2024 Classifieds Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you
might find in

The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new
home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141
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BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

THE   CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

 Visit Us At: thecr.com

Public Notice
CITY OF PORTLAND, 

INDIANA
ORDINANCE 2024-4

An Ordinance amending Chap-
ter 74, Schedule III of the Port-
land Code of Ordinances.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
COMMON COUNCIL, OF THE
CITY OF PORTLAND, JAY
COUNTY, INDIANA that Chap-
ter 74, Schedule III, Stop Inter-
sections, of the Portland Code of
Ordinances is hereby amended
to add the following intersec-
tion:
Chapter 74, traffic schedules,
schedule III, stop intersections,
is amended as follows: 
1. Main St. shall stop for traf-
fic at Ship St. is deleted.
2. North Street stop for traf-
fic at Middle St. is deleted.

Chapter 74, traffic schedules,
schedule IV, multi-stop inter-
sections, is amended  as follows:  
1. Main St. and Ship St. 
is added.
2. North St. and Middle St. 
is added.

The penalty for violation of this
ordinance shall be the same
penalty provided in Chapter
70.99 of the Portland Code of Or-
dinances.
This Ordinance was duly
passed in regular session of the
Common Council of the City of
Portland, Jay County Indiana,
on this 18th day of March, 2024.
Lori Phillips, Clerk Treasurer
CR 4-13-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on April 23, 2024 at the
Court
House, Auditorium,    in the
city of Portland in said county,
to investigate the propriety of
holding an alcoholic beverage
permit by the applicants
listed herein to wit:

RR3837202 Beer Wine &

Liquor Restaurant (210 1)
RENEWAL
Rollin J Lanes LLC 1616 N
Meridian St   Portland IN
D/B/A Rollin J Lanes LLC
DL3832594 Beer Wine &

Liquor Package Store RE-
NEWAL
DeepRoyal 5 LLC 501 S.
Meridian St.  Portland IN
D/B/A Southside Carryout
DL3832595 Beer Wine &

Liquor Package Store RE-
NEWAL
DeepRoyal 4 LLC 1226 N.
Meridian St.  Portland IN
D/B/A Northside Carryout

RR3841189 Beer Retailer 
Restaurant TRANSFER
THE BRIAR PATCH INC
190 WASHINGTON
STREET  Pennville IN
D/B/A BRIAR PATCH
Lesa G Kirby, Lesa 649 N
Union Street  Pennville,
President
Thomas Gary Kirby 3150 S
200 W  Portland, Secretary
RR3841190 Beer Wine &

Liquor Restaurant (210 1)
TRANSFER
THE BRIAR PATCH INC
190 WASHINGTON
STREET  Pennville IN
D/B/A BRIAR PATCH
Lesa G Kirby, Lesa 649 N
Union Street  Pennville,
President
Thomas Gary Kirby 3150 S
200 W  Portland, Secretary

CR 4-6-2024-HSPAXLP
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Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?

Call our Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

 SUBSCRIBE

TO THE

COMMERCIAL

REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Girls tennis at Eastern

Hancock Invitational – 9 a.m.; Baseball vs.
Centerville – 12 p.m.; Track at Oak Hill –
11 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball double head-
er at South Adams – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.;
Softball tournament at Ayersville – 11 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Delta – 5

p.m.; Girls tennis at Winchester – 5 p.m.;
Softball at Saint Henry – 5 p.m.; JV base-
ball at Bellmont – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high
baseball vs. Elwood – 5 p.m.; Junior high
track at South Adams – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at
Shawnee – 5:30 p.m.; Softball at
Wapakoneta – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high track
four-team meet – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys golf at Bluffton –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. Norwell – 5 p.m.;
Girls tennis vs. Frankton – 5 p.m.; Track vs.
Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high golf vs.
Richmond – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track at Saint Henry –
4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. Coldwater – 5
p.m.; Softball at Coldwater – 5 p.m.; JV
baseball at Coldwater – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Tot-
tenham Hotspur at Newcastle United
(USA)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Wolver-
hamption at Nottingham Forest (USA)

11:20 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Autotrader EchoPark Automotive 400
(FS1)

12 p.m. — College football: Purdue
spring game (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — NHL: New York
Islanders at New York Rangers (ABC)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Man-

chester United at AFC Bournemouth
(NBC)

1 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades
at D.C. Defenders (ESPN)

1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
Andy’s Frozen Custard 300 (FS1)

2:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
at Chicago White Sox (Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Masters
(CBS)

4:45 p.m. — MLS: Los Angeles FC
at Portland Timbers (FOX)

6 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
7 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions

at Memphis Showboats (FOX)
8 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at

Pittsburgh Penguins (ABC)
10 p.m. — Boxing: Jared Anderson

vs. Ryad Merhy (ESPN)

Sunday
12 a.m. — UFC: Alex Pereira vs.

Jamahal Hill (ESPN)
9 a.m. — Premier League: Crystal

Palace at Liverpool (USA)

11:30 a.m. — Premier League:
Aston Villa at Arsenal (USA)

12 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers
at Houston Roughnecks (ABC)

12 p.m. — College baseball: Nebras-
ka at Rutgers (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — La Liga soccer: Villar-
real at Athletic Club (ESPN2)

1 p.m. — NBA: Chicago Bulls at New
York Knicks (ESPN); Atlanta Hawks at
Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

1 p.m. — NHL: Seattle Kraken at St.
Louis Blues (TNT)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Masters
(CBS)

2:30 p.m. — MLS: Philadelphia
Union at Atlanta United (FOX)

3 p.m. — UFL: San Antonio Brahmas
at St. Louis Battlehawks (ABC)

3 a.m. — College football: Ohio
State spring game (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lak-
ers at New Orleans Pelicans (ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Ava-
lanche at Vegas Golden Knights (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Autotrader EchoPark Automotive 400
(FS1)

4:45 p.m. — MLS: Austin at St.
Louis City (FOX)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres
at Los Angeles Dodgers (ESPN)

Monday
8:30 a.m. — Boston Marathon (ABC)
3 a.m. — Premier League: Everton

at Chelsea (USA)
7:30 p.m. — WNBA draft (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at

Los Angeles Kings (ESPN)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds

at Seattle Mariners (Bally Indiana)

Tuesday
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

PSG at Barcelona (CBS)
7 p.m. — College baseball: Michigan

State at Michigan (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple

Leafs at Florida Panthers (ESPN)

9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
at Seattle Mariners (Bally Indiana)

Local notes
Challenge set

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk
Challenge for the 2024 season will
begin April 20, where participants 19-
years-old or older can compete in a total
of eight races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge
is $150 and will enter participants in all
eight races, with five needing to be com-
pleted for the Challenge Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from
Adams County, but only the first 100
entries will compete. Participation in
individual events is available as well.

To sign up or for more information,
visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.
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Sports
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Jay County baseball
hosts Centerville today,
see Sports on tap

Get your local
sports news online

at thecr.com

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY —

The Indians have plenty of
veterans with state experi-
ence.
Many of  them showed

out in the first home meet
of  the season as Natalie
Brunswick and Trevor
Heitkamp dominated dis-
tance events for two victo-
ries each.
Anna Roessner, Mara

Pearson and Kiana Matsu-
da all took the top spot in
their best events as well.
The Indians also had

three new faces claim the
top spot to support the vet-
erans.
Aubrey Shuttleworth,

Karlie Neikamp and Car-
son Fullenkamp all placed
first to help the Fort Recov-
ery High School track
teams take first place at the
first home meet Thursday,
beating out four teams
each.
The girls team dominat-

ed with 127 points, beating
out Parkway who ended
with 72. The boys team tal-
lied 86 points to claim the
top spot over New Bremen
(79), Parkway (77) and New
Knoxville (75).
“I didn’t even realize our

boys won,” FRHS coach
Christy Diller said. “This is
kind of  a big deal for them.
…
“The weather was not on

our side, people were
grumpy about being out
there but the (boys and
girls) showed up. We talk a
lot about not just going
through the motions, but
coming in and doing work.
… For them to have that pay
off  is great and I’m so
happy for them.”
The Indians garnered a

lot of  points from their ath-
letes with state experience,
but also got some key
points from athletes who
won their first events at a
larger meet.
Shuttleworth, a fresh-

man at FRHS, wasn’t happy
with her performance from
Tuesday’s meet at St.
John’s and was determined
to have a better start off  of
the block.
The extra focus on start-

ing her races stronger led
to a first-place finish in the
400-meter run and a career
best time of  1 minute, 11.69
seconds. She beat the run-
ner-up, Isabell Young of
Parkway, by 3.51 seconds.
“Tuesday I didn’t have

the best meet, so I pushed
myself  really hard to get
the win,” Shuttleworth
said. “I’m really excited
about getting my first high
school win.”
Along with the victory in

the 400 run, Shuttleworth
scored in the 200 dash
(fourth place) and 100 dash
(fifth).
Fullenkamp and

Niekamp both picked up
their wins in the discus.
Diller confirmed that this
was Niekamp’s first top fin-
ish at a meet and the first
time Fullenkamp won at a
meet with more than two
teams.
Niekamp’s distance of  96

feet, 8 inches, beat Brynn
Egbert of  New Knoxville by
seven feet and topped her
own career best by nearly a
foot.
“She’s hit some really

good ones in
practice,”Diller said. “So
it’s really nice to see it, even
on a poor weather night. …
“She just needs to get one

or two of  those and then
your confidence gets flow-
ing and then things start
rolling.”
Fullenkamp previously

set a career best mark of
108 feet, 5 inches, during
Tuesday’s meet, but only
needed a throw of  100 feet
to take Thursday’s competi-
tion by seven inches.
Similar to Niekamp,

Diller hopes this will help
improve Fullenkamp’s con-
fidence and mindset going
into meets.
“He’s on a good streak

right now,” Diller said.
“He’s got a lot in the tank,

he just doesn’t always know
he’s got a lot. This should
be a great confidence boost-
er for him to know that he
doesn’t need to hit out of
the park all the time. He
just needs to show up and
keep getting base hits and
that’s going to translate.”
The five teams at the

meet, Fort Recovery, New
Bremen, New Knoxville,
Parkway and Memorial,
had to fight rain and wind
all evening. Coldwater orig-
inally was at the meet but
left after a 30-minute light-
ning delay during the field
events.

With poor weather, Diller
and the other FHRS coach-
es just wanted their teams
to get reps in — they had
only had two full meets
before Thursday — and to
practice competing against
those next to them rather
than focusing on times or
marks.
This translated into 12

first-place finishes and 12
second place finishes for
the girls and boys teams.
The girls’ dominance was

spread all throughout the
events, while the boys team
found particular strength
in the field events, claiming

one of  the top two spots in
all four events, including
the long jump and shot put
in which the Indians placed
second, third and fourth.
“It really illustrates the

point that you don’t need a
whole team of  superstars,”
Diller said. “People need to
just get a little bit better
each day. We had multiple
kids scoring (for the boys)
which isn’t something
that’s always happened for
us in recent years.
“It just proves that you

showing up and doing your
job makes a huge differ-
ence.”
First and second place

finishes outside of  the wins
by Shuttleworth, Niekamp
and Fullenkamp include:
•Anna Roessner and

Mara Pearson in the 100
dash
•Paige Guggenbiller (sec-

ond) in the 200 dash
•Natalie Brunswick and

Ellie Will in the 800 run
•Brunswick (first) in the

1,600 run 
•Maddie Hietkamp (sec-

ond) in the 100 hurdles
•Kiana Matsuda (first) in

the 300 hurdles
•The girls 4x100 relay

team (first)
•The girls 4x800 relay

team (first)
•Pearson and Heitkamp

in the long jump
•Austin Steinbrunner

(second) in the 100 dash
•Reese Diller (second) in

the 800 run
•Trevor Heitkamp (first)

in the 1,600 run
•Heitkamp (first) in the

3,200 run
•The boys 4x100 relay

team (second)
•The boys 4x400 relay

team (second)
•Lucas Acheson (second)

in the high jump
•Isaac Roessner (second)

in the long jump
•Connor Kaikala (sec-

ond) in the shot put

Just do your job

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School senior Lucas Acheson takes his final
attempt of the high jump during the home track meet on Thursday. Acheson
finished second with a jump of 5 feet, 8 inches, to help the Indians to a
first-place finish with 86 points to beat out Memorial, New Bremen, New
Knoxville and Parkway.

Everyone contributes as
FRHS track teams sweep

COLDWATER, Ohio — The
Patriots had one final push left
at the end.
However, a pair of  three-run

innings will prevent them from
picking up their first win.
The Jay County High School

baseball team fell to the Cold-

water Cavaliers on Friday by a
score of  9-5, leaving the Patri-
ots winless to begin the season.
Down only one run heading

into the bottom of  the fourth
inning, the game started to
unravel for Jay County (0-4).
Kade Sommers got the first two

Coldwater batters out before a
walk gave the Cavaliers (6-0) an
opening. They followed the
walk with a double and two
singles that all scored a run
and put the Cavaliers up 6-2.
JCHS chipped away in the

top of  the fifth inning with an

RBI double by Parker Nichols,
but three more runs in the bot-
tom half  started to put the
game out of  reach.
Back-to-back hits by Cody

Rowles and Jackson Edwards
took two runs back in the top
of  the sixth, but Coldwater

turned the water off  after to
hold on for the win.
Sommers is saddled with the

loss, having given up five
earned runs on eight hits over
3.2 innings pitched.
Nichols’ two hits and two

RBIs led the offensive effort.

Jay County baseball drops fourth straight to start season


