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Wilma Balle, 89, Portland
Belinda Bowdell, 66, Port-

land
Details on page 2.

The temperature in Jay
County hovered in the 50s
Tuesday with a high of  55 and
a low of  52.
Tonight’s low will be in the

upper 30s. Expect partly cloudy
skies Friday with a high in the
upper 60s and a chance of
showers in the afternoon. 
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Psi Iota Xi sorority will host
its Brick Street Market and
Chicks on the Bricks event
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
on the brick sectional of
Wayne Street. It will include
vendors, food trucks, an art
show and a puppet show.

Friday — Next step coming
for the Meridian Street project
in Portland.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys golf  match
against Blackford.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Saturday’s JCHS softball game
against Woodlan.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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The Commercial Review

Photo provided

On the court
Fort Recovery High School will hold its prom Friday night, with promenade at Fort Site Fieldhouse beginning at 6

p.m. (Doors will open at 5:15 p.m.) Pictured front row from left are queen candidates Chloe Bubp, Kensey Gaerke, Saige
Leuthold, Mara Pearson and Ellie Will. Back row are king candidates Sage Wendel, Riggs Tobe, Lucas Acheson, Rex
Leverette and Drew Bihn.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Applications will open

next month for the owner-
occupied rehabilitation
project.
Jay County Commis-

sioners heard applications
for the $1 million program
will be accepted from May
28 through June 28.
Mainly funded through a

grant from Indiana Office
of  Community and Rural
Affairs (OCRA), the owner-
occupied rehabilitation
project is intended to help
residents pay for home
improvements such as
replacing a roof, water
heater or heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning
unit, doing electrical work
or making a home more
accessible.
Projects are limited to

$25,000 per household and
will be considered on a
first-come, first-serve
basis. To be qualified,
applicants must make at or
below a salary threshold.
Those amounts are as fol-
lows: one-person house-
hold, $44,200; two-person
household, $55,500; three-
person household, $56,800;
four-person household,
$63,100; five-person house-
hold, $68,150; six-person
household, $73,200. The
program will help a mini-
mum of  40 households. 
Community coordinator

Nate Kimball explained
applications will be solely
paper-based and must be
submitted in-person. They
will be available at Kim-
ball’s office at the Commu-
nity Resource Center in
Portland, Redkey Town
Hall and Dunkirk’s city
building. (He mentioned
Penn Township Library in
Pennville as another
potential location, and
commissioners later sug-
gested making a printable
version available at jay-
county.net.)
Once submitted, a build-

ing inspector — the county
has not officially designat-
ed personnel for the job yet
— will review the homes of
approved applicants. Envi-
ronmental testing on each
property is also required,
per OCRA standards,
before the county can
accept bids for each proj-
ect.
The county is contribut-

ing a match of  about
$90,000 in federal coron-
avirus relief  funds toward
the program, which was
offered as an incentive for
communities allocating
their American Rescue
Plan Act dollars through
OCRA’s Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program (HELP).
Also Monday, commis-

sioners talked about
installing dash cameras in
Jay Emergency Medical
Service (JEMS) and Jay
County Highway Depart-
ment vehicles.
JEMS director Gary Bar-

nett shared an estimate
from Brigade Electronics
of  Portland for a dash cam-
era, which would record
audio and video and store
up to 32 gigabytes of
footage.
See Program page 2

Up to $25,000
offered
for house
projects

Program
process
to start
May 28

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Five of  the six Republicans

hoping to be Indiana’s next gov-
ernor squabbled more with the
moderator than they did over
policy issues during their last
pre-primary debate on Tuesday
— just two weeks before the May
election.
And although U.S. Sen. Mike

Braun, largely considered to be
the frontrunner in the race, was
absent from the debate, he was
sparsely mentioned by his com-
petitors.
The candidates met at IUPUI’s

Hine Hall Auditorium at the 90-
minute debate hosted by the non-
partisan Indiana Debate Com-
mission.
On the stage were former Sec-

retary of  Commerce Brad Cham-
bers, Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch;
former Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corp. (IEDC) leader Eric
Doden, former Attorney General
Curtis Hill and conservative
activist Jamie Reitenour.
Braun pulled out of  the debate

unexpectedly Monday evening,
however, saying he needed to be
in Washington, D.C. to vote. 
Multiple questions posed

by Schwantes, the moderator,
drew pushback from the Repub-
lican hopefuls, though.
That included a series in

which candidates were asked to
raise their hands — signaling
yes or no — about whether they
would have voted for the CHIPS
Act; if  they are confident in the
integrity of  Indiana elections;
and if  they agree that the 2020
election was “stolen” from for-
mer President Donald Trump.
Schwantes additionally asked

if  they would accept the results
of  the 2024 Election. Reitenour
specifically spoke out, saying
there’s “no way to know what
will happen before now and
then.”
At one point, Schwantes even

gave Braun’s reasoning for sup-
porting a gas tax increase when
he was a state representative. 
Speaking to reporters after the

debate’s conclusion, candidates
largely took issue with which

questions were selected — and
how they were asked. They also
complained that many of  the
debate topics were centered
around national issues, not state
ones.
“I think we spent too much

time fighting with the modera-
tor,” Hill said. “It’s the
damnedest thing I’ve seen. I
wish we’d had questions that
were more engaging for the pub-
lic.”
See Candidates page 2

Candidates squabble
with debate moderator

By DAVID LERMAN
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service
WASHINGTON — The

Senate cleared a war fund-
ing package Tuesday night
for President Joe Biden’s
certain signature, capping
a six-month struggle over
Ukraine aid that divided
GOP lawmakers, delayed
Western weapons deliver-
ies and gave Russia some
breathing room in a mili-
tary offensive against its
neighbor.
The 79-18 vote to aid

Ukraine, Israel and Tai-
wan came as a show of
solid bipartisan support
for a measure that had
deeply divided Republi-
cans in both chambers for
months. The House passed
the $95.3 billion
package Saturday in the
form of  four individual
bills that were combined
for Senate action.
Unlike an earlier version

of  the measure the Senate
passed in February, the
revised package won sup-
port from a majority of

Senate Republicans. A slim
majority of  House Republi-
cans, however, still opposed
the final package.
The vote marked a victo-

ry for the Biden adminis-
tration, most Democrats,
and traditional Republi-
cans who have resisted the
GOP’s ascendant populist,
isolationist wing.
“Today is a day of  cele-

bration because we finally
did get the job done,” said
Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ken-
tucky, a staunch advocate

for Ukraine who is seeking
to steer his party away
from isolationism as he
prepares to step down from
leadership. “It’s not too
late. We don’t have to give
up on Ukraine. And we are
not going to.”
Critics said the push for

more funding was a mis-
guided overreaction to for-
eign threats that sapped
U.S. resources and neglect-
ed domestic needs.
Senate Majority Leader

Charles E. Schumer, D-New
York, was quick to declare

victory Tuesday even
before the final vote on pas-
sage. And he punched back
at critics like Vance who
had held up the aid since at
least last fall.
“These isolationists have

now secured their igno-
minious place in history as
the ones who’d see Ameri-
ca stick its head in the sand
as our enemies sought to
undermine us,” Schumer
said on the floor. “Had they
won, they would have
presided over a declining
America.”

Senate passes aid package

Indiana Debate Commission

Eric Doden speaks Tuesday during a debate organized
and hosted by the Indiana Debate Commission in Indianapolis.



Methamphetamine
Two rural Portland resi-

dents were arrested Tues-
day for possession of
methamphetamine and
related charges.
Rita K. Micheau, 56, 1958

S. 825 West, is charged in
Jay Circuit Court with a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
two Level 6 felonies for
maintaining a common
nuisance and unlawful pos-
session of  a syringe, and a
Class A misdemeanor for

possession of  parapherna-
lia. She was being held on
an $11,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.
Amber S. Hicks, 39, 1958

S. 825 West, was preliminar-
ily charged with a Level 5
felony for possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony for unlawful pos-
session of  a syringe and a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. She was being held on a
$14,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

English to state
The Jay County High

School Academic Team’s
English Team will com-
pete in the state finals.
The JCHS English, fine

arts and math teams all
finished first April 16 in
the Academic Senior
Super Bowl Regional Area
Contest at Richmond, with
the English team earning

a state berth. (Scores from
regionals are compared
statewide, with the top five
teams advancing to the
state finals.)
Jay County placed 10th

overall out of  49 teams in
Indiana’s Class 2.
The English team of

Jovana Markovic, Ella
Stockton and Izzy Winkles
won the regional in Rich-

mond ahead of  Con-
nersville and New Castle.
It ranked fourth out of  48
teams in Class 2 across the
state and will compete in
the state finals on May 4 at
Purdue University.
Also winning at the

regional level were the
fine arts team of  Hannah
Boggs, Jovana Markovic
and Sarah McClain, and

the match team of
Trenten Hamilton, Jensen
Avery and Hannah Boggs.
They were 14th and 15th,
respectively, in Class 2
statewide.
The science team, made

up of  Jensen Avery,
Labibah Awliyah, Joseph
Boggs, Brennan Chrisman
and Hamilton, was 11th in
the state rankings.

Continued from page 1
Crouch said following

the debate that she mostly
refrained from attacking
Braun because she pre-
ferred to “speak to the
issues that I thought, that I
believe, that the voters are
interested in — at least the
voters I’ve talked to.”
Doden said he wanted to

focus on his campaign’s
plan: “If  Mike Braun
thought it was important,
he should have been here.”
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Today
Bowdell, Belinda: 11 a.m.,

Claycomb Cemetery, rural Port-
land.

Friday
Fugiett, Ernest: 1 p.m., Red-

key Faith Ministries, 9811 Indiana
67, Redkey.

Balle, Wilma: 6 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Wilma Balle
Nov. 26, 1934-April 3, 2024
Wilma Jean Balle, age 89, of

Portland passed away on
Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in
Albany Healthcare and Rehabil-
itation. 
She was born in Portland on

Nov. 26, 1934, the daughter of
Linley and Ida (Lanning) Walk-
er. She was married on April 25,
1953, to Nickolis Balle, and he
passed away on Nov. 29, 2006. 
Jean had worked for Beal’s

Restaurant, Hori-
zon Homes and
CTS. She was a
charter member
of  the New Begin-
nings Holiness
Church.
Surviving are

two daughters,
Jackie Smith
(husband: Randy) of  Portland
and Kay Abdulah of  Portland;
one sister, Pat Miller of  North
Star, Indiana; five grandchil-
dren, Mandi Glassford, Charity

Rogers, Makayla Smith, Faisal
Abdulah and Hannah Bricker;
and five great-grandchildren,
Trinity Glassford, Cooper Glass-
ford, Deric Coons, Benjamin
Rogers and Colby Abdulah. 
She was preceded in death by

her siblings Bill Walker, Fred
Walker, Mable Holcomb, Mar-
garet Smith, Inez Motter, Helen
Wood, Barbara Burkett and
Esther Burkey. 
A memorial service will be

held at 6 p.m. Friday, April 26,
2024, in Baird-Freeman Funeral

Home with Pastor Randy Smith
presiding.
Visitation will be from 4 to 6

p.m. in the Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home.
Memorials can be made to

New Beginnings Holiness
Church.
Baird-Freeman Funeral

Home is handling the arrange-
ments.
Condolences may be

expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Belinda Bowdell, Portland, Oct.

4, 1957-April 22, 2024. Services
will be at 11 a.m. Thursday at Clay-
comb Cemetery, rural Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Balle

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
The devices were priced at just

over $350 each, with related GPS
services costing approximately $7.99
per month for each unit. He men-
tioned a setup fee also estimated
around $188.
Commissioner Chad Aker noted

the highway department is also con-
sidering dash cameras. Schemenaur
talked about amending the personnel
policy to address employees being
recorded, noting the intent isn’t to
“listen in” on employee conversa-
tions but could help in any potential
legal action taken against the county,
such as vehicle accidents.
“I think that there’s several times

where (recording) could save the
county from liability issues if  there’s
a dispute over something,” said
Schemenaur.
In other business, commissioners:
•Agreed to discuss the contract

with Jay County Development Corpo-
ration during a special session fol-
lowing the commissioners’ meeting
May 13. The meeting will be open to
the public.
•Set June 14, 2024, as the deadline

for non-profit organizations and oth-
ers to submit applications for eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) funds to be distributed in
2025.
•Approved the following: a resolu-

tion proposed by Portland Evening

Optimists to declare April 29 through
May 4 as appreciation week for local
law enforcement; purchasing a West-
ern Star truck and five-year extended
warranty for $131,940 from Stoops of
Fort Wayne and outfitting the truck
for the highway department at
$96,198 from WA Jones of  Columbia
City; transferring a 2006 Sterling
truck from the highway department
to Jay County Surveyor’s Office; a
$50,000 annual permit fee for Jay
County Landfill, which increased
this year by $15,000 for the first time
in more than 20 years; $9,539.01 for
repairs to a highway department
vehicle; purchasing about $3,600 in
equipment from Handtevy for pedi-
atric emergency care for JEMS, with
director John McFarland noting the
state chipped in to the original price
and it will annually cost about the
same amount; and a $2,553 settlement
agreement with Robert Armstrong, a
former Jay County Sheriff ’s Office
employee who left the department
prior to his contract, which stipu-

lates employees must stay for a cer-
tain amount of  time to pay back edu-
cation fees.
•Heard from Jon Eads of  Jay Coun-

ty Country Living’s advisory board,
who noted plans to do a pest inspec-
tion on the facility in the near future.
He also pointed out furniture and
equipment, including commercial
washers and dryers, are available
from a residential center in Adams
County that is closing. (Jay County
Country Living is seeking new wash-
ers and dryers.)
•Accepted bids for oil from KTech

and Asphalt Materials.
•OK’d buying one 20-foot and two

40-foot outdoor containers for $7,844
from Skymax for storing sandbags
and related highway department
equipment. Emergency Management
Agency director Samantha Rhode-
hamel noted sand has been donated
by U.S. Aggregates of  rural Portland
for sandbags.
•Signed other claims totaling

$2,317,612.01.

Program ...

County considering cameras for
JEMS and highway department vehicles

Candidates ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$129 million

Mega Millions
11-17-33-39-43
Mega Ball: 14
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$228 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-1-1
Daily Four: 1-5-3-1
Quick Draw: 1-8-14-15-

18-29-30-31-33-41-44-50-
55-58-65-67-68-76-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 9-2-9
Daily Four: 8-4-3-4
Quick Draw: 4-10-11-

13-16-17-21-27-29-32-36-39-
46-47-48-54-58-60-68-76

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-6-6
Pick 4: 5-5-2-5
Pick 5: 7-6-3-7-9
Evening
Pick 3: 8-9-1
Pick 4: 0-7-1-9
Pick 5: 6-1-6-0-4
Rolling Cash: 11-13-18-

35-38
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1781, British
troops led by Benedict
Arnold and William
Phillips captured Peters-
burg, Virginia, during
the American Revolu-
tion.
In 1859, construction

of  the Suez Canal got
underway. It took 10
years to complete the
waterway that connects
the Mediterranean and
Red seas across the Isth-
mus of  Suez in Egypt.
In 1940, Al Pacino

was born in New York
City. After a start on
Broadway, he became a
star when he portrayed
Michael Corleone in the
1972 movie “The Godfa-
ther.” The reprised the
role in “The Godfather,
Part II” two years later.
In 1976, Tim Duncan

was born in St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands. Dun-
can is one of  the greatest
power forwards in NBA
history, having helped
the San Antonio Spurs
to five championships.

In 1973, Don Rush,
who had coached foot-
ball at Portland High
School for five years,
signed a contract to
coach and teach at
South Adams. He had
resigned as the coach of
the Panthers the previ-
ous week.
In 2022, as part of  an

ongoing effort to address
mental health among
local emergency person-
nel, Jay County Com-
missioners agreed to
pay $2,000 for John
McFarland of  Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service
to be trained and earn
certification as an
instructor of  mental
health first aid.
In 2013, an explosives

team from Delaware
County buried and deto-
nated a World War II era
Japanese grenade that a
representative from
Wilbur Puckett Auction-
eer and Realtor found in
a Dunkirk home.

—The CR

CR almanac

68/60 77/64 81/64 75/57 71/53
There’s a

50% chance of
showers on Fri-
day, along with
more rain
expected at
night.

Mostly
sunny skies
with the pos-
sibility of
rain. The
high may
reach 71.

There’s a
60% chance
of thunder-
storms and
rain on Mon-
day.

There’s a
30% chance of
thunderstorms
Saturday in the
morning, with a
slight chance
of rain later.

Another
slight chance
of thunder-
storms. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy and
warm.

Friday
4/26

Saturday
4/27

Sunday
4/28

Monday
4/29

Tuesday
4/30

Today
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,
General Shanks, 414 Flo-
ral Ave., Portland.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414 Flo-
ral Ave., Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council work ses-
sion, council chambers,

fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

Friday
8 a.m. _ Portland Rede-

velopment Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.42
May corn..................4.42
Wheat ......................5.13

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.51
May corn..................4.51
June corn ................4.51

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.35
May corn..................4.35
Beans ......................11.70

May beans ..............11.70
Wheat ...................... 5.73

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.25
May corn..................4.28
Beans ......................11.60
May beans ..............11.64
Wheat ......................5.68

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.41
May corn..................4.42
Beans ......................11.40
May beans .............11.45
Wheat ......................5.30



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call

Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
DEMENTIA SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre,
200 N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
MISSISSINEWA CHAP-

TER DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVO-
LUTION — Will meet at 9
a.m. Saturday, April 27, at
Jay County Historical
Society. Paula Book, com-
mittee chair of  the Indi-
ana Daughters of  the
American Revolution,
will be speaking. Call
regent Kathy Selman at

(260) 251-1694 or call Sue
Sommers at (260) 726-
2678.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

It’s that time of  year.
Fort Recovery Chapter

of  Psi Iota Xi is hosting its
annual Brick Street Mar-
ket from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday in downtown
Fort Recovery.
More than 30 local mak-

ers, crafters, vendors, kids
booths and food trucks
will be set up along the
brick portion of  Wayne
Street in town. The
Friends of  Fort Recovery
Library will also be host-
ing a puppet show from 10

a.m. to noon Saturday in
front of  the library. Fort
Recovery middle and high
school students’ artwork
will also be displayed at
the library and other area
businesses.
All proceeds from the

event are used for commu-
nity projects. 
For more information,

contact Psi Iota Xi at
theta.zeta.fortrecovery@g
mail.com or visit Fort
Recovery Psi Iota Xi on
Facebook.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum) Cost. .. $1.56 per foot
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION CONDITIONS:

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N, PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, call 726-8701 
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FFA awards
Fort Recovery FFA

hosted its annual banquet
last month.

Pictured above are Ohio
FFA Degree recipients (front
row) Allison Knapke, Mara
Wenning and Kassidy Dues,
and (back row) Matthew
Romer, Evan Evers, Drew
Backs and Zach
Schoenlein.

Pictured at left are
banquet top honorees
Carter Fortkamp as Star
Greenhand, Allison Knapke
as Dekalb Agricultural
Accomplishment award
winner, Liz Hartings as Star
in Agribusiness Placement
and Lucas Acheson as Star
Farmer.

Photos provided

Community Calendar

Market on Brick
Street is Saturday

DEAR ABBY: I have been
divorced for nine years.
Before that I was a stay-at-
home mom raising four
children. I had an in-home
business, and most of  the
money went to our family’s
needs. My husband became
an alcoholic 20 years into
our 28-year marriage. After
we divorced, my two adult
daughters abandoned me
because I receive spousal
support from their father.
Whenever I let them know
how much I miss them, the
only answer they give is
that they will resume a
relationship when I stop
“taking the money.” 
My younger daughter

and I were close for years
after the divorce. Then, all
of  a sudden, everything
changed, and she ceased all
communication. I used to
have wonderful relation-
ships with both. They have
since blocked communica-
tion with me and moved far
away from me and their
father. I would love to have
a relationship with them,
but everything is a dead

end. Yes, the money is used
for living expenses. Please
help. — INCREDULOUS IN
OREGON
DEAR INCREDULOUS:

So your daughters have
decided to side with their
drunkard of  a father and
are trying to blackmail
you into submission.
PLEASE don’t allow
them to get away with it.
Continue taking the
alimony to which you are
ENTITLED, and go on
with your life. You can
only hope that your
daughters eventually
will see the light. As I see
it, you really have no
other choice because, at
this point, you are
dependent on those
funds to survive. 

Dear
Abby

Daughters take
sides in divorce
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By TIFFANY TAGBO
OtherWords
If  there’s one thing I could tell

lawmakers, it would be to bring
back the expanded, monthly,
fully refundable Child Tax Cred-
it.
Those monthly payments of

up to $300 per child cut child
poverty nearly in half  in just a
few months. And when the credit
expired in late 2021, child pover-
ty immediately shot back up. So
we know it works.
Lawmakers are now consider-

ing a more modest expansion. It
doesn’t go far enough, but it
could lift another 400,000 kids
out of  poverty — children like
the ones I worked with.
I grew up walking the fine line

of  having something and noth-
ing all at the same time. I’ve
experienced tumultuous times
as an adult, and I’ve worked with
people experiencing poverty and
homelessness. I can tell lawmak-
ers firsthand no matter which
side of  the coin families end up

on, legislation and programs
such as the Child Tax Credit,
SNAP, WIC, and other safety net
programs make a difference.
When I was growing up, my

mother worked several mini-
mum-wage jobs and relied on
social programs to fill the gaps
left by low wages. As a result, my
siblings and I never had to sleep
on the streets, go to school hun-
gry, or wear tattered clothing like
many children do.
With that help, I went on to

graduate from the University of
Central Oklahoma with a bache-
lor’s degree. Eventually, I became
a Child Welfare Investigator at
the Oklahoma Department of

Human Services following up on
claims of  neglect and abuse.
While I saw some of  both,

many of  these cases were simply
the conditions of  poverty. Many
caseworkers had never experi-
enced poverty and couldn’t make
the distinction, but I could. Unfor-
tunately, poverty landed many
children in the child welfare sys-
tem.
With decent pay and benefits, I

was able to buy a house. But the
work was soul-crushing and I
eventually burned out.
You do everything right, and

still — boom! You’re knocked
right down. One day you are
employed with a good salary and
benefits, the next you are unem-
ployed without the means to
afford the basics, even with a col-
lege degree. Married, pregnant,
and unable to find decent work, I
relied on SNAP and Medicaid to
get by — barely.
My job changed, but the clients

I work with haven’t.
Poverty puts them in impossi-

ble situations. They must choose
between food or shelter, medical
care or poor health, running
water or electricity. It’s a vicious
cycle of  suffering.
Without a fixed address or help

navigating the system, families
can’t always access assistance
programs that would help them.
If  my clients had the expanded

monthly Child Tax Credit, many
could have afforded housing,
clothing, and food — and escaped
the cruel cycle of  poverty. In his
recent budget proposal, President
Biden called on Congress to
restore the expanded, pandemic-
era Child Tax Credit and Earned
Income Tax Credit that lifted tens
of  millions out of  poverty in 2021.
A newer bipartisan tax propos-

al before the Senate would help. It
would modestly expand the Child
Tax Credit, lifting 400,000 kids out
of  poverty and helping 16 mil-
lion overall.
The bill passed the House with

an overwhelming bipartisan
majority but has stalled in the

Senate, where some senators are
blocking it for political gain.
Families deserve better. The time
for delay is over. The Senate needs
to vote.
I challenge lawmakers to live

on the $6 a day that SNAP recipi-
ents do, or to come and spend just
one night in a shelter. Once they
experience these hardships,
they’ll restore the expanded
Child Tax Credit faster than they
can say “expand it.” Perhaps this
should be a requirement of  the
job.
We must make our voices

heard and speak for those who
are silenced and often left out of
policy discussion. We must
restore the Child Tax Credit
expansion and ensure the thriv-
ing of  all children.

••••••••••
Tagbo is a mother of  two from

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and
an Expert on Poverty with
RESULTS. OtherWords is a free
editorial service published by the
Institute for Policy Studies.

Lawmakers should spend a night

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Gov. Eric Holcomb is in the final

months of  his eight years leading
the state, and his legacy is coming
into focus. So is his popularity.
In the last few years — since the

COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 — a
loud group of  ultra-conservative
Republicans have demeaned Hol-
comb’s leadership and record. But
a new poll from State
Affairs/Howey Politics shows the
governor remains popular within
his party.
His approval rating among

Republicans and GOP-leaning inde-
pendents is 69%. That’s 10 percent-
age points higher than U.S. Sen.
Mike Braun’s approval in the same
poll, but not nearly as high as for-
mer President Donald Trump at
83%.
The real question is whether Hol-

comb’s popularity translates into
lasting accomplishments. Over the
years, Holcomb has established sev-
eral key goals, and it’s time to see if
they will come to fruition.

Grading the goals
One of  Holcomb’s top priorities

has been that 95% of  students in
third grade can read proficiently by
2027. Obviously, the progress can’t
be measured yet, but a bill this year
to increase literacy support and
hold back third graders who fail the
state’s reading assessment three
times will likely have an impact.
This will be a heavy lift since the
most recent numbers showed one in
five students aren’t reading profi-
ciently.
The Times of  Northwest Indi-

ana recently reported that Holcomb
almost certainly won’t achieve his

goal of  reducing Indiana’s infant
mortality rate to the lowest in the
Midwest. Indiana has lagged most
states in the region for at least a
decade, according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control.
A recent report from the Indiana

Department of  Health found that
infant mortality in the Hoosier
State rose to 7.2 deaths per 1,000 live
births in 2022, up from 6.7 in 2021
and 6.6 in 2020. The state health
agency said preliminary data sug-
gests Indiana’s infant mortality rate
is due to fall to 6.5 deaths per 1,000
live births for 2023. But that early
result remains subject to revision
and is unlikely to be official for
months to come.
Holcomb has a good shot at at

another of  his objectives: raising
average Indiana teacher pay to
$60,000. He even went ahead and
called it a win in his 2024 State of
the State Address.
“Thanks to the historic invest-

ments this body has made, average
teacher pay across the state will
reach our salary goal of  $60,000 a
year,” the governor said in January.
The average teacher salary in

Indiana was $58,531 during the 2022-
23 school year — up from about
$57,000 the year prior —  according
to the most recent state teacher
compensation report by the Indiana
Education Employment Relations
Board (IEERB). Another report will
come at the end of  the year and

include any new negotiated salary
increases.
Holcomb’s last major goal focuses

on college attainment and looks to
be well out of  reach. He hoped to
have 60% of  Hoosiers equipped with
a quality degree or credential
beyond high school by 2025.
A 2022 report found that Indiana’s

college-going rate not only lags
behind the nation but is also declin-
ing. Currently, the rate is just over
48%. But many Hoosiers are obtain-
ing credentials so that’s a positive.

More than numbers
Holcomb is far more popular than

he gets credit for, largely due to a
few key decisions he made during
the pandemic. And while he won’t
reach all his goals, he also has other
accomplishments to be proud of.
One is the ongoing economic

development investment keeping
Indiana in the running for a top spot
to locate and grow jobs. Another is
$1 billion funneled to regions
around the state to improve quality
of  place.
Holcomb also gets credit for a

much-needed infusion of  cash into
Indiana’s public health system. This
one has the most chance of  a long-
term gain in reducing Hoosiers’
poor health rankings. And don’t for-
get lower individual income taxes,
less state debt and the 70,000 house-
holds and businesses now connect-
ed to broadband.
Frankly, the next Indiana gover-

nor has big cowboy boots to fill.
••••••••••

Kelly has covered the Indiana
Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Holcomb will be hard to follow
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P.T. Barnum may or may

not have said, “There’s a
sucker born every
minute.” He gets the cred-
it in the popular mind.
Whoever was the true

originator of  that 19th
century classic observa-
tion likely would get a
proper chuckle out of  the
ways that Donald Trump
continues to make saps
out of  a dismayingly large
slice of  the American pub-
lic.
The latest example: The

stock of  Trump Media &
Technology Corp., owner
of  the social media plat-
form Truth Social, on
which Trump routinely
posts his “thoughts” of
the day. Call letters: DJT.
The company made a

splashy public debut on
March 26 via a so-called
SPAC transaction. Sure,
the roughly $9.7 billion
market value at the open
seemed a tad high for a
company that generated
just $4.1 million in rev-
enue last year and posted
a net loss of  $58.2 million.
It didn’t take long for

market realities to break
through what remains of
the Trump mystique; the
stock within days began
plunging relentlessly. It’s
now lost more than two-
thirds of  its value from its
$70.90 opening. Last week
had been particularly
rough, with the stock
falling 30% as of  midday
April 16.
The latest news weigh-

ing on Truth Social’s mar-
ket value was the disclo-
sure April 15 that the com-
pany may sell up to 146
million shares in a second-
ary offering, with much of
that stock owned or con-
trolled by Trump himself.
If  Trump decides to
unload any or all of  his
shares, he can’t do so until
September per a so-called
lockup agreement aimed
at preventing quick cash
outs by founders and orig-
inal investors.
But the signal sent was-

n’t a positive one to those
who think investing along-
side Trump is the path to
riches. For a man who has
strived over his decades-
long career to cultivate an
image of  a brilliant and
incredibly wealthy busi-
nessman, recent events
have helped to puncture a
myth that already had
taken a beating during

Trump’s presidency. The
most recent — and embar-
rassing — example was
Trump’s inability to post
the $454 million judgment
in the civil fraud case
brought by New York
Attorney General Letitia
James while he appeals.
An eleventh-hour bond
deal saved him from worse
financial trouble.
Trump has other poten-

tial legal clouds hanging
over his head, of  course,
and now has revealed him-
self to be a guy who could
use some more cash. So
forgive the many Truth
Social investors who’ve
dumped shares in recent
days for thinking the for-
mer president is a solid
bet to sell at the first
opportunity.
The question now is,

what will Truth Social’s
stock look like in Septem-
ber when Trump will have
his first liquidation oppor-
tunity? If  Trump is to reap
a windfall that — even
after the precipitous stock
decline Truth Social has
suffered — is worth about
$2.6 billion on paper, it
looks like some more
suckers will need to step
up.

Truth Social is
a sucker’s bet

Guest
Editorial

It didn’t
take long
for market
realities
to break
through

what remains
of the Trump
mystique;
the stock
within

days began
plunging
relentlessly.

Tiffany
Tagbo

Niki
Kelly
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort

Recovery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union

City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Revs. Brad and Kate

Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67, south-

west of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-

land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, April 25, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement



Continued from page 8
Part of  the reason Dues

was able to throw his curve-
ball as much as he did is
due to the trust he has in
Tobe behind the plate. He
wasn’t afraid to throw off-
speed pitches regardless of
the situation or count.
“He’s been my catcher for

four years,” Dues said. “I
definitely trust him and
he’s very good at what he
does.”
A prime example of  that

trust came in the second
inning. After a one-out dou-
ble by Logan Dehan, Dues
tossed a curveball that Tobe
needed to block. Dehan
took off  for third base on
the pitch, but Tobe kept the
ball close enough that he
was able to fire it down to
Caden Homan at third base
from his knees to get the
out.
Dues’ best inning came

in the third as he faced the
minimum number of  bat-
ters (one of  three times he
went three-up-three-down
against St. Henry). He start-
ed the inning off  with a
five-pitch strikeout as he
got Brody Schwartz to
swing and miss at high fast-
ball. A curveball got Carter
LaGuier after four pitches,
while Hayden Boeckman

only saw three in his strike-
out swinging.
Both runs for the Indians

(5-5, 2-2 MAC) came in the
first inning. Reece Wendel
led off  the bottom of  the
inning with a single to left
field. A double by Alex
Gaerke over Drew
Bergman’s head in left put
two runners in scoring
position for Homan.
Bergman miss played a

line drive off  of  Homan’s
bat by running in before it
hit off  the top of  his glove,
allowing Wendel and
Gaerke to score for the only
runs of  the game.
“That was huge,” Eyink

said. “We always try and
talk about trying to score
first. We want to be on that
board first and keep a lead.
That was huge tonight
because both teams settled
down and got shut down
really.”
St. Henry’s best opportu-

nity to do some damage

came in the fifth. Dehan
started the inning with an
infield single and Jacob
Schwieterman followed it
up with a screaming
ground ball that slipped
past Gavin Faller at first
base.
Dues settled down to get

the next two outs on a fly
ball to left and a strikeout,
but walked LaGuire on six
pitches to load the bases.
Boeckman worked a 2-1
count before hitting a long
fly ball to right field. Fortu-
nately for the Indians, Rex
Leverette had enough time
to spring back and track
the ball down to get the out
and end the inning.
“We had what I thought

was a ball to the right-cen-
ter gap,” St. Henry coach
Mike Gast said. “(Lev-
erette) made a really nice
running play on it. That
would have cleared the
bases for us and got three
runs there.”
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building  806 W Votaw
St., Portland, IN
Friday Afternoon
April 26th, 2024

5:00 P.M..
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

– OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS

Maytag side by side
refrigerator; GE Profile

washer & dryer; Proform
585 treadmill; Marcy
Power Series Fitness
System; curved sofa;

WICKER: couch, rocker,
chair, coffee table and
end table; Lazy Boy

leather recliner; wood
Adirondack chair; Mas-
ter Built smoker; Ken-
more gas grill; cement

stand; decorative flower
pots; vintage ladies hats;

metal horse head; hat
boxes;  and many other

items not listed.
MOWERS – SCOOTER
- BICYCLES – TOOLS

John Deere X350
mower with 48” deck;
Troy Bilt TB46 Hydro-

static mower; Drive Spit
Fire Ex mobility scooter;

Trek Multitrack 7000
men’s and women’s
bicycles; Westward

stack tool box; Stihl MS
170

chain saw; Stihl tree
trimmer; Black & Decker
cut saw kit;  ; and many
other items not listed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings so

please come prepared.
Doors will open at 3:30

day of auction
JOHN  SCARBROUGH,

Deceased
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,
2024

9:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3430 W

State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of

Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,

MAY 2ND, 2024. 
SKID LOADER - TRAC-

TORS – ATTACH-
MENTS

International 5488 Trac-
tor CHA FWA 6915 hrs.
Massey Ferguson 180

Tractor with Multi-
power. Oliver ’88 Tractor
with Loader. JCT rotary
mower. JCT Backhoe
attachment. Hyd. post

hole auger with 18” and
12” bits. Tree shear. 78”

4 in 1 Bucket.
VEHICLES-TRAILERS-
COLLECTABLES-MISC.
2002 Dodge 2500 4x4
with 9’ Boss V-Plow.
Reman engine and

transmission. 20,000
miles. 2004 Ford Bucket

truck.
2003 Great Dane 48’

Dry Van Semi trailer. JD
D-105 riding mower with
38” cut and bagger. Stihl
chainsaw, weed eaters,
blower. Lazer levels and

transits. Rollaway tool-
boxes. Shop and hand
tools. Power tools. Old
signs. Old gas cans.

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR

GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday  April 27th,

2024 
9:30 A.M.

MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD & COL-

LECTORS ITEMS
Cochrane Oak dining

room table 4 extra
leaves, 6 chairs, and

matching lighted hutch;
Oak 3 section bookcase;

Oak small church
pew; Lazy Boy reclining

sofa with matching
reclining loveseat; (2)

Adirondack chairs;XPC
golf clubs; Kitchen Aide

Artisan stand mixer;
Kitchen Aide food

processor; Kitchen Aide
chopper;  Yeti cooler;

VINTAGE TOYS: Structo
Fire Dept Truck, Tonka

Car Carrier, Service
Center, Sears Motorific

Super Torture Track, Big
Red wagon;  and many
other items not listed.

MOWER -TOOLS
Cub Cadet CC – 30 hp
Hydro Drive riding lawn
mower; Troy Bilt Storm

2410 snow blower;
Snapper SP70 self pro-
pelled mower with bag-

ger;  Craftsman 10”
band saw; Craftsman

reciprocating saw; Wag-
ner power painter;  furni-

ture clamps; pole tree
trimmer;  and many

other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note we will be

running 2 rings a portion
of the day. Doors will

open at 8:00 a.m. day of
auction for preview.

CHRIS & DEB WHITE-
SEL, Deceased

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND The
Portland Water Park is
accepting applications
for CERTIFIED life-
guards for the 2024 sea-
son.  The guards need to
be certified in Lifeguard-
ing, CPR and First Aid
Training and Aquatic
Attraction.   Starting rate
for lifeguards will be paid
$14/hr with additional
pay for returning guards
based on prior year of
service. Additional posi-
tions at Portland Water
Park to include conces-
sion stand. No certifica-
tion is required. Starting
rate for concession stand
is $13/hr with additional
pay for returning employ-
ees based on prior year
of service. The Water
Park is open 7 days per
week and employees will
be expected to work
weekends. Applications
are available at Portland
City Hall, city website:
thecityofportland.net  or
Portland Water Park
Facebook page. Season
will begin May 25th till
mid to late August. Appli-
cations will be accepted
at City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, until Fri-
day, May 3rd at 4:00p.m.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 310 Broadway Street, Pennville Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 4, 2024
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
Parcel #1 - 270 E Liberty Street:
Lot size is 130’ x 150’.  There is a structure on this parcel that has a new metal
roof.
Parcel #2 – Corner of North Street and Water Street:
This is an empty lot that is 49’ x 148’.

20% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance due at closing.  Seller will
furnish a General Warranty Deed and Owners Title Insurance.  Buyer will assume
taxes due and payable in November 2024 and thereafter.  Any inspections are to
be done prior to sale day and are at potential buyer’s expense.  Any statements
made day of sale take precedence over previously written or oral statements.
Owner confirmation day of sale.  

For more information contact LOY REAL ESTATE 260-726-2700 
or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-5160.  

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS 
Kenmore Elite 3 door refrigerator; Kenmore Oasis HE washer and dryer; 5 pc.
king size bedroom suit; Oak curved glass china cabinet; Frigidaire microwave;
Oak kitchen table with 3 extra boards and 6 chairs; lighted china cabinet; 6
drawer dresser with mirror; wing back chairs; wood rocker; Philips DVD player;
RCA TV; Toshiba VHS/DVD player; lamp stands; entertainment center; bakers
rack; Mickey Mouse post light; Amiga scooter; twin bed; 9 drawer dresser; wood
desk chair; knee hole desk; Shark sweeper; gum ball machine on stand; sofa;
hall table; KITCHEN AID:   Artisan stand mixer, food processor, Artisan mixer,
5 qt bowl, 3 qt bowl & Comb. Whip; NuWave air fryer; GF grill; Oster ice cream
maker; wicker rocker; Bella deep fryer; cast iron skillets; Daisy 40 churn; crock
bowls; Tonka cement mixer; Precious Moments figurines; LARGE
COLLECTION OF MICKEY MOUSE ITEMS:  Snow globes, candy dispensers,
mugs, bobble heads, banks, musicals, ornaments, light sets, pictures, clocks, and
animated musical just to name a few.  Denim Days figurines; Blue Overlay
Hobnail; cuckoo clock;  wash boards; McCoy Aunt Jemina cookie jar; glass pig;
Green Depression; oil lamps; jugs; Sellers triangle jar with lid; Detroit Diesel
light up sign;  Cummins double sided light up sign; Amber “Eagle” ash trays; Ice
Mountain ice cream freezer; small kitchen appliances; cookware; Pyrex;
Tupperware; Corning; cookbooks; canister set; flatware; utensils; cookie cutters;
porcelain pans; Snowman cookie jar; Coleman lantern; granite roasters; stock
pots; Zylstra china, service for 12; J.B. England plates; Singer small surger;
several crocks; Rogers Oneida flatware with case; Rainbow sweeper; Cabbage
Patch dolls in original boxes; Tonka toys; Texaco oil can;  games; Disney LED
projection spotlight; CD’s; video games; Bissell sweeper; Kimball Midwest Hose
Clamp display; Tonka toys; galvanized tub; metal farm toys; trunks; lamps; table
top patio torches; folding chairs; pictures; books; metal lockers; galvanized
buckets; children’s books; steins; galvanized funnels; S & P sets;  cigar boxes;
lawn chairs; Martin house;  Christmas decorations; and many other items not
listed.

2007 CHRYSLER ASPEN  -TOOLS
2007 Chrysler Aspen Limited 4 door vehicle with 5.7 liter Hemi engine, leather
seats, and 266,727 miles; 1974 Suzuki dirt bike, #TS4003-21829; John Deere
600 snowmobile; (3) storage trailers; Honda 350 motorcycle; Snap On tool box
with tray; several Kendall Midwest 4 drawer indexers; stack on tool box with
tray; Snap On tool box; air compressor;  Snap On engine hoist; micro precision
wheel balancer; Champion 3 phase upright air compressor; 2000 lb. electric
wrench; Hollands bench vise; Craftsman radial arm saw; Delta bench grinder;
bolt bins;  Gulf Oil barrel; wrenches (standard &  metric); Pro Mark socket set;
Craftsman metric socket set; Power Cable blet sander; Dura Craft ¾ hp. drill
press; C clamps; pneumatic fan clutch wrench; C clamps; grease guns; nails;
screws; furniture clamps; hand saws; squares; hydraulic hose reel; circular saw
& blades; jack stands; extension cords; Lincoln stick welder; vehicle test kits;
water pumps; oil tanks; feather lite leaf blower; come-a-longs; pallet racking;
log chains; boomers; air shears; electric stapler; plyers; drill bits; sledge
hammers; tow hitches; Cummins screwdriver; engine stands; shovels; garden
tractor wheel weights; Kubota mower blades; tool belts; conduit benders;  Scott
seed spreaders; metal cart;  basement jacks; single plow; metal cart; chain link
fence; stainless steel sinks; tooth drag; wood benches; Ace & John Deere push
mowers; single plow; wheelbarrow; aluminum extension ladder; car ramps; vise
grip; clamps; fuel cans; lumber; scrap wiring; ¾” water line; wood benches; parts
washer; oil tanks;  telephone poles; miscellaneous scrap;  ratchet straps; and
many other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  This large auction offers a nice variety of items.
Please note that we will be running 2 rings.  

NEIL & WAUNETA KEGERREIS, Deceased
By Nathaniel and Phillip Kegerreis
LOY AUCTION AC#31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608    Aaron Loy  AU11200112

Travis Theurer   AU 11200131
CR 4-25-2024
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Box score
Fort Recovery Indians

vs. St. Henry

St. Henry (6-7, 3-1 MAC)
ab r h bi

LaGuire ss 2 0 0 0
Boeckman cf 3 0 1 0
DSchwtrmn 1b 2 0 0 0
Gonzales pr 0 0 0 0

Zimmerman 3b 2 0 0 0
Bergman lf 3 0 0 0
Dehan c 3 0 2 0
JSchwtrmn dh 3 0 2 0
Lefeld pr 0 0 0 0

Bowers p 2 0 0 0
Clune ph 1 0 0 0

Schwartz rf 3 0 0 0
Totals 24 0 5 0

Fort Recovery (5-5, 2-2 MAC)
ab r h bi

RWendel lf 2 1 1 0
Gaerke ss 3 1 1 0
CHoman 3b 3 0 0 0
Faller 1b 3 0 1 0
Evers pr 0 0 0 0

THoman cf 3 0 0 0
Tobe c 2 0 0 0
SWendel 2b 3 0 0 0
Leverette rf 2 0 0 0
Dues p 2 0 0 0
Totals 26 2 3 0

St. Henry 000 000 0 — 0
Ft. Recovery 200 000 X — 2

LOB — St. Henry 6, Fort Recovery
5. 2B — St. Henry 1 (Dehan), Fort
Recovery 1 (Gaerke). SB — Fort
Recovery 1 (Evers).

IP H R ER BB SO
St. Henry
Bowers 6 3 2 0 2 5

Fort Recovery
Dues 7 5 0 0 3 10

Dues ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Right fielder Rex Leverette ranges back
to back right shoulder to make a catch that ended
the fifth inning while stranding the bases loaded for
St. Henry on Tuesday. The out played a key role in
Alex Dues’ shutout.

‘I definitely trust him and he’s
very good at what he does.’

—Alex Dues



 

Portland Veterinary Clinic
Christian Bader DVM

1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-73701407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
eterinary Cliniceterinary ClinicPortland Veterinary ClinicPortland Veterinary ClinicPortland VPortland V

  

Spring is here…
and so are the 
Keep your pets 
comfortable and 
protected with safe 

 

and so are the eas.

 
protected with safe 

ea and tick 
control solutions. And others

3 months protection  for dogs & cats.
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Sports
Thursday, April 25, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Jay County boys golf
travels to Blackford today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY — At times

this season, Alex Dues has shown
the signs of  being an ace for the
Indians.
He had been the man on the

mound in their first four Midwest
Athletic Conference games. He
picked up one win, one loss, one
no decision and fell behind in a
game that was suspended for
weather in those first conference
contests.
He fully returned to form on

the bump in the fifth MAC game.
Alex Dues shut out St. Henry in

all seven innings of  the Fort
Recovery High School baseball
team’s 2-0 victory Tuesday to pull
the Indians even in conference
play and snap a three-game losing
streak.
“That’s a win we needed,”

FRHS coach Kevin Eyink said. “It
can get our sails back on track

hopefully. A good opponent and a
good win. We always want to beat
St. Henry or anybody in the MAC.
We finally played clean and had a
good game.”
Dues controlled the game the

entire way, only allowing St.
Henry (6-7, 3-1 MAC) to get run-
ners in scoring position three
times. Dues found particular
strength in his curveball, which
he threw to punch out at least five
of  the 10 batters he struck out.
“First inning, I usually try to

call more fastballs than any-
thing,” said catcher Riggs Tobe.
“But I know St. Henry is a good
team, so I had to mix it up earlier.
The curveball at the beginning
was great and the slider was
great.
“There were a couple where the

ball was wet and he lets the ball
go loose, but if  he had it, he had
it.”

See Dues page 7

Dues dominates
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Fort Recovery High School sophomore Caden Homan receives a throw down from
Riggs Tobe during the Indians’ 2-0 win over St. Henry on Tuesday. Tobe and Homan
successfully recorded the out as Tobe had to throw from his knees after blocking a curveball.

Alex Dues shuts out St. Henry
while striking out 10 batters

ST. HENRY, Ohio —
The Indians got down
early.
A five-run deficit was-

n’t enough to hold them
back as they slowly
chipped away before tak-
ing a strong lead.
A five-run fifth inning

both took away St.
Henry’s lead and gave the
Fort Recovery High
School softball team
some padding as it com-
pleted the comeback for a
14-9 victory on Tuesday.
The Indians (6-9, 3-5

MAC) scored three runs
in the top of  the first but
lost it over the next two
innings. St. Henry (6-8, 0-
4 MAC) pushed two
across in the first before
exploding for six runs in
the second inning.
FRHS chipped away in

the third inning with one
run and the fourth with
three before the fifth
inning takeover.
Alexis Grisez opened

the inning with a walk to
put the tying run on first
base. St. Henry made a
change in the circle, as it
went to Jalynn Everman
to take over. Everman
started by striking out
Cali Wendel.
Everman quickly put

Kayla Heitkamp in an 0-2
count as the Fort Recov-
ery junior fouled off  two
pitches. Heitkamp then
reclaimed the lead for the
Indians as she sent a
home run over the cen-
terfield wall.
Back-to-back doubles

by Emma Will and Ava
Grisez plated another
run. The final two runs
of  the inning scored on a
double by Jenna Homan
and a wild pitch.
The Indians tacked on

two more insurance runs
in the seventh while St.

Henry could only manage
one.
Jenna Homan picked

up the win as she went
the distance for the Indi-
ans. She gave up nine
runs on eight hits and
four walks, while strik-
ing out eight batters on
125 pitches.
Everman suffered the

loss for St. Henry as she
gave up six runs, three of
which were earned.
Heitkamp, Homan and

Ava Grisez powered Fort
Recovery’s offense. 
Grisez drove in two

runs, scored three runs
and notched four hits,
including a solo home
run in the third inning.
Homan also had four

hits and three runs,
while also tallying three
RBIs.
Heitkamp drove in

three runs and hit a
home run.

Tribe offense
fuels victory

Fort
Recovery

softball picks
up third
Midwest
Athletic
Conference
win against
St. Henry 
14-9


