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Susan Betts, 70, rural Port-
land
Charles Brown Jr., 68,

rural Pennville
Details on page 2.

Jay School Board has sched-
uled a special meeting for 4
p.m. Wednesday. The lone agen-
da item is approval of  the hir-
ing of  Alex Griffin as athletics
director and assistant princi-
pal for Jay County Junior-
Senior High School. Griffin
served as Jay County junior
high assistant principal for one
year before resigning in July.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  70 degrees Friday.
Today’s forecast calls for a

high in the upper 70s under
mostly cloudy skies with a
chance of  showers. The low
will be in the lower 60s with
rain possible and winds gust-
ing to 30 miles per hour.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

A Choired Taste, Arts
Place’s 18-member community
choir, will perform a free con-
cert at 7 p.m. Tuesday in Hall-
Moser Theatre on the Jay
County Campus of  Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Portland.
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Roaring royalty
Sage Wendel and Ellie Will were crowned Fort Recovery High School’s homecoming king and queen Friday

night during promenade at Fort Site Fieldhouse. The prom theme this year was “Roaring ’20s,” with the dinner and
dance at Romer’s Catering in St. Henry.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
REDKEY — The town

was already looking for a
new attorney.
It is now looking for a

new town council member
as well and already has a
volunteer to fill that role.
Chance Retter

announced his resigna-
tion during Thursday’s
Redkey Town Council spe-
cial meeting, effective
immediately.
His resignation follows

that of  town attorney Wes
Schemenaur, who
resigned last week.
Retter, who last week

said he planned to step
away from the council,
resigned at the close of
Thursday’s meeting.
Among his reasons were
that his family has started
the process of  moving out
of  the town limits.
“This has been an inter-

esting journey to say the
least,” said Retter, who
prior to serving on coun-
cil was the town’s marshal
for about seven months. “I
made the decision to run
for council because I
wanted to make a differ-
ence and see this town
thrive.”
He said he didn’t always

make the best decisions
but tried his best and
wanted to help the resi-
dents of  the town. He
specifically apologized to
Bob and Alicha Miller
regarding the process of
getting a sewer clean-out
moved on their property.
(The issue led to last
week’s regular town coun-
cil meeting devolving into
chaos and being abruptly
adjourned.)
“This town council has

proven time and time
again they cannot put
their differences and egos
aside and work together,”
he said. “The Town of
Redkey and its citizens
deserve much better …

See Resigns page 8

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Portland's Downtown Economic

Development Plan will go before
the Portland Plan Commission
next week.
Portland Redevelopment Com-

mission discussed that process
and related suggestions for
changes to the city’s zoning code
during its meeting Friday morn-
ing.
The downtown economic devel-

opment plan, which the redevel-
opment commission developed
last year with assistance from
Rundell Ernstberger Associates,
addresses issues including
vacant/dilapidated buildings, the
need for more walkability/bike-
ability, barriers to entry for small
businesses and a lack of  housing
options and sets out goals such as
beautifying the city, creating an
environment that encourages

small business and increasing
housing options. It is available
online at portlanddowntown-
plan.com.
The process of  approving the

downtown economic development
plan started with the redevelop-
ment commission passing a
declaratory resolution in Decem-
ber. It must then be approved by
the plan commission — it will
determine whether the downtown
economic development plan

aligns with the city’s comprehen-
sive plan — and the city council
before returning to the redevelop-
ment commission for a confirma-
tory resolution.
CWC Latitudes consultant Ed

Curtin, who advises the redevel-
opment commission, noted that
the downtown economic develop-
ment plan also involves creating a
new tax increment financing
(TIF) district to capture any addi-
tional tax revenue from potential

improvements to be made by the
Hood Building. (The redevelop-
ment commission purchased the
building, home of  The Graphic
Printing Company, in December
for potential development.)
The plan commission is sched-

uled to meet at 5:30 p.m. Thursday
at Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Portland.
Curtin asked redevelopment com-
mission members to attend.

See Plan page 8

Plan will be addressed next week

By IAIN MARLOW
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
President Xi Jinping

warned America’s top
diplomat that the U.S.
shouldn’t target or oppose
China, as the world’s
largest economies
wrapped two days of  talks
spanning thorny disputes
on trade and Beijing’s sup-
port for Russia’s war
machine.
The Chinese leader met

with U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in
Beijing on Friday after-
noon, as the two superpow-
ers continued dialogue to
manage a growing list of
differences. While the sub-
stance of  talks was con-
frontational, both sides
refrained from the
sharpest rhetoric. They

also announced a new
working group on artificial
intelligence to start in the
coming weeks, bolstering
expectations for keeping
ties steady.
“China and the United

States should be partners
rather than rivals,” Xi told
Blinken, according to a
Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement. The two sides
should “seek common
ground and reserve differ-
ences, rather than engage

in vicious competition,” he
added.
Blinken’s harshest criti-

cisms were reserved for
Beijing’s support of  Russ-
ian aggression in Ukraine.
China is the top supplier
of  military machine tools
and a compound used in
munitions and rocket pro-
pellant, he said. 
“Russia would struggle

to sustain its assault on
Ukraine without China’s
support,” he added. 

Xi warns top diplomat
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Interview experience
Student Alex Doll gestures while chatting with Dustine Hilfiker

(foreground) and Mitch Southworth (background) of Portland Fire
Department during Interview Day at Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

Retter says
family is in
process of
moving out

of town limits

Member
resigns
from
Redkey
council

Redevelopment commission also
discusses proposed update for zoning

and subdivision ordinances

Talks covered trade issues,
China’s support for Russia



By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
After 16 years with the

state’s powerful hospital
lobbying group, Indiana
Hospital Association Presi-
dent Brian Tabor will step
down once the organiza-
tion selects a new presi-
dent.
“It has been an honor to

serve IHA, as the commit-
ment of  Hoosier hospitals
to delivering the best care
to every single patient is
unsurpassed anywhere in
the nation,” Tabor said in a
release.
The IHA board will start

a search committee to find
its next leader, who will
represent the interests of
over 170 Indiana hospitals
in the Indiana Statehouse
and beyond.
“Our industry couldn’t

have asked for a better
leader to guide us through
these years of  monumental
health care reform, and we
can’t thank Brian enough
for his passion and dedicat-
ed service to our member
hospitals and the patients
we serve,” said Steve Hol-
man, Chair of  the IHA
Board of  Directors and
President and CEO of
Union Health. “I am confi-

dent that our Board will
find the right person to
keep IHA on a successful
path for the future.”
Prior to becoming presi-

dent in 2016, Tabor was the
association’s chief  advo-
cate for hospitals and their
patients. He joined the hos-
pital group in 2008 after
holding various policy
roles in the Indiana Gener-
al Assembly and the Indi-
ana Association of  REAL-
TORS.
As president, Tabor was

honored with a Sagamore
of  the Wabash by former
Gov. Mike Pence for his
role in expanding Medicaid
coverage under the HIP 2.0
program.
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FREE Mammogram 
Screenings
Must be scheduled by May 31, 2024.

Eligibility Requirements:
  Women over the age of 40
	Women without insurance
  Resident of Jay or Blackford Counties or immediate 
 surrounding Indiana county
  Have not had a mammogram in the past year
  Never had breast implants
	No personal history or symptoms of breast cancer

*Additional testing, views, or procedures after the initial 
screening is the �nancial responsibility of the patient.

Funding provided by: IU Health Foundation

Schedule your
FREE Mammogram
Screening today!

260.726.1868 

**Screening for state-assisted 
insurance will be completed prior 
to scheduling.

IU Health Jay: 500 W. Votaw St, Portland, IN
IU Health Blackford: 410 Pilgrim Blvd, Hartford City, IN

©2024 IUHealth 03/24

iuhealth.org

FOR

DOUG HORN
NORTH DISTRICT

COMMISSIONER
• Life-long resident and farmer
• Past Jay County Farm Bureau

President
• Past Adams County Co-op Board

Member

I would like to put my life
experience to work serving

Jay County.
Paid political ad by candidate

Monday
Brown, Charles: 3 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by
PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Hospital chief
set to step down

Susan Betts
Feb. 15, 1954-April 25, 2024
Susan E. Betts, age 70, of

rural Portland passed away on
Thursday, April 25, 2024, at her
residence.
She was born in St. Mary’s,

Ohio on Feb. 15, 1954, the daugh-
ter of  Richard
and Juanita
(Carter)
Bollinger. She
was married on
Nov. 15, 1985, to
Francis Betts,
who survives.
Susan had

worked for SLT
Furniture and
Ludwigs Grocery. She enjoyed
baking, sewing, gardening and
her dogs.
Surviving are her husband

Francis; one son, Chad Bellis
(wife: Danielle) of  Portland; one
daughter, Tara Leese (husband:
Shaun) of  Winchester; two step-
sons, Josh Betts of  Pennville
and Stephen Betts (wife:

Rochelle) of  Pennville; one step-
daughter, Michelle Michael of
College Grove, Tennessee; one
sister, Ann Bollinger of  Bryant;
two half  brothers, Rick
Bollinger of  Bryant and Chad
Bollinger of  Berne; 15 grand-
children and several great-
grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by

two brothers, Glen Bollinger
and Johnny Bollinger.
There will be a celebration of

life service at a later date.
Baird-Freeman Funeral

Home is handling the arrange-
ments.
Memorials can be made to the

Jay County Cancer Society.
Condolences may be

expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Charles Brown
Sept. 4, 1955-April 24, 2024
Charles Irvin Brown Jr., 68,

of  rural Pennville, Indiana,
Penn Township, Jay County,
passed away at 9:43 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, at IU

Health-Ball
Memorial Hospi-
tal in Muncie,
Indiana. 
He was born on

Sunday, Sept. 4,
1955, in Portland,
Indiana. Charles
was a lifetime res-
ident of  Jay
County. He married Teresa K.
(Jackson) Brown on Saturday,
July 24, 1993, at the Chester Cen-
ter Christian Church.
Charles attended the Pen-

nville Schools. He had worked
at Keebler, Bluffton, Indiana,
CTS, Berne, Indiana, and
retired from Gripco, Montpe-
lier, Indiana, where he was a
press operator. 
Charles attended Walnut Cor-

ner Church in Portland. He
loved coon hunting and was a
member of  the Limberlost Coon
Hunters Association in Bryant,
Indiana. Charles was an avid
Indiana University basketball
fan, enjoyed watching baseball
and basketball, and loved

watching his grandkids sport-
ing events.
He will be sadly missed by his

wife Teresa K. (Jackson) Brown,
Pennville, Indiana; sons Jason
Brown, Pennville, Indiana, and
Ramie (Stacy) Brown, Redkey,
Indiana; daughters Mindy
(Nathan) Coates, Decatur, Indi-
ana, and Allison Alford, Markle,
Indiana, grandchildren Cole
Brown, Alexis Clark, Macken-
zie Brown, Mercedes (Ryan)
Hockemeyer, Mitchell Coates
and Megan Coates; great-grand-
child Rylee Hockemeyer; sisters
Connie Ferguson, Portland,
Indiana, and Cynthia (Bruce)
Naylor, Decatur, Indiana; and
brother Lowell "Dean" Brown,
Pennville, Indiana.
He was preceded in death by

his father, Charles I. Brown Sr.;
and mother Delores "Jean"
(Geiger) Brown.
Family and friends may gath-

er to share and remember at
Walker & Glancy Funeral
Home, located at 109 W. Windsor
St., Montpelier, on Monday,

April 29, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.
A service to celebrate his life

will follow at Walker & Glancy
Funeral Home at 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 29, 2024, with Pastor
Steve Rogers officiating. Inter-
ment will follow in the Twin Hill
– I.O.O.F. Cemetery in Pennville.
Preferred memorials may be

sent to St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105-1942.              
Arrangements are being han-

dled by Walker & Glancy Funeral
Home in Montpelier.
Condolences may be expressed

at glancyfuneralhomes.com.
••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Betts

Brown

Photo provided

Proclaimed
Jay County Commissioners this week signed a proclamation declaring April 29 through

May 4 as Respect for Law Enforcement Week in Jay County. Pictured, front row from left, are local
Optimist Club members Sandy Rogers, Kathy Jones, Linda Aker, Leland LeMaster and Rodney
Miles. Back row are commissioners Rex Journay, Chad Aker and Brian McGalliard.

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 4-2-6
Daily Four: 4-8-9-5
Quick Draw: 1-7-10-13-

17-26-27-32-38-45-46-47-50-
57-59-63-64-72-73-80

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-6-3
Pick 4: 0-8-2-3

Pick 5: 2-8-7-9-7
Evening
Rolling Cash 2-5-16-28-

31
Jackpot: $120,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$149 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$228 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.34
May corn..................4.34
Wheat ......................5.12

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.50
May corn..................4.50
June corn ................4.50

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.33
May corn..................4.33
Beans ......................11.63

May beans ..............11.63
Wheat ......................5.82

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.24
May corn..................4.26
Beans ......................11.53
May beans ..............11.55
Wheat .......................5.79

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.33
May corn..................4.36
Beans ......................11.37
May beans ..............11.47
Wheat ......................5.57

In 1973, Luis Moreno
earned two individual
victories and contributed
to a first-place relay as
the Redkey High School
boys track team topped
host Blue River 73-54.
Moreno was first in the
440-yard dash and the
long jump and teamed
with his brothers Bob
and Fred Moreno along
with Ted Hammers to
win the 4x440 relay.
In 1998, Dunkirk

clerk-treasurer Elizabeth
“Mickey” Staton report-
ed for work despite being
offered a leave of  absence
pending the results of  a

Class D felony charge.
She was charged with
theft dating back to her
time at City Savings
Bank in 1995.
In 2013, the new Lim-

berlost State Historic Site
visitor’s center in Gene-
va was dedicated. The
center had been complet-
ed in January 2013 at a
cost of  $850,000, includ-
ing more than $450,000 in
private funding.
In 2018, Cashaus Met-

zger and Natalie Pottkot-
ter were crowned as Fort
Recovery High School’s
prom king and queen.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board, Jay Community
Center, 115 E. Water St.,
Portland.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board, Jay Community
Center, 115 E. Water St.,
Portland.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board park walk-
through,  Hudson Family
Park amphitheater park-
ing lot.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414
Floral Ave., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

CR almanac

81/64 76/59 75/59 77/57 74/52
Partly

cloudy. Highs
in the lower
80s. South-
west winds 15
to 20 miles
per hour.

Partly
cloudy skies
with a 50%
chance of
showers and
storms. The
high will be
74.

The high
will be in the
upper 70s
with a chance
of showers in
the after-
noon.

Partly
cloudy with a
chance of
showers in the
morning, then
mostly cloudy.
Chance of rain
70%.

There is a
50% chance
of rain with
partly cloudy
skies and a
high in the
mid 70s.

Sunday
4/28

Monday
4/29

Tuesday
4/30

Wednesday
5/1

Thursday
5/2



Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.
JAY COUNTY CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital. Open
discussion for cancer
patients, survivors, fami-
ly members or anyone
interested in helping with
the group. For more infor-

mation, contact Linda
Metzger at (260) 726-1844. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women

are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
SINGLES AND SEPA-

RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care
or suffering from an ill-
ness, the group will meet
at 2 p.m. the first Wednes-
day of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of

alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-9201

For Jay County Elementary Schools 

April 29 - May 3
Monday: Main Entrees: Chicken nuggets, macaroni and

cheese Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish &
yogurt fun lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad,
breadstick Sides for all meals: Seasoned peas

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef hot dog on whole wheat bun
Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun
lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick
Sides for all meals: BBQ Baked beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,
cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for
all meals: Seasoned carrots

Thursday: Main Entrees: Toasted cheese sandwich
Alternate Entrees: Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun
lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick
Sides for all meals: French fries

Friday: Main Entrees: Doritos nacho cheese tortilla chips,
seasoned beef taco meat, shredded lettuce,
shredded cheddar cheese Alternate Entrees:
Cereal goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,
cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for
all meals: Mexicali corn

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I am a teacher. I
have a young son, and I love
being off  when he is out for
school holidays and spending
summers together. I feel I have
the best of  both worlds. I recent-
ly married a woman who is 14
years younger than me and is
also a teacher. My wife hates the
profession. She feels it isn’t excit-
ing or respectable enough. Her
opinions about teaching hurt my
feelings because I believe it is a
noble career, plus it gives me
quality time with my son. 
My wife has decided to join

the police force. It didn’t happen
out of  the blue. We have dis-
cussed it for the last five years. I
have told her it isn’t the life I
want. I worked hard to reach a
point in my life to have a family
and take summer vacations
with my son. I was honest with

her from the beginning. She
often says she wants the time
with our family too, and that she
won’t join the police force. Then,
days later, she brings it up
again. 
We have been married only

six months, but I regret it
already. I didn’t get married to
be alone all the time and to take
vacations without my spouse. I
love her, but I feel betrayed and
lied to. I also don’t think she’ll
be a good cop — she is just

obsessed with police shows and
thinks it’s going to be like that.
She’s throwing away a great
career for one I think she’ll
leave in a year or two. I feel our
biggest challenge is her lack of
experience. What do I do? —
WORRIED WIFE/MOM IN
FLORIDA
DEAR WIFE/MOM: Calm

down. There is no guarantee
that even if  your wife applies
she will be accepted into law
enforcement in anything
more than an administrative
capacity. Some sessions with
a licensed marriage and fam-
ily therapist might help the
two of  you to better commu-
nicate. 
You each appear to have

very different ideas about
what a happy marriage con-
sists of. If  a compromise

can’t be reached, and because
your marriage has been such
a short one, it might be better
for the two of  you to cordial-
ly part ways. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: We host dinner

parties in our home with dear
friends. They always bring their
little dog, but never ask if  it’s
OK with us. When they’re fin-
ished eating, the husband picks
the dog up onto his lap at the
table. I think it’s unbelievably
rude to have a dog at the dinner
table. Am I wrong? 
My husband and I are

appalled and don’t know how to
approach them about it without
ruining our friendship. We are
flabbergasted that they think
this is right. What do you sug-
gest we do? — SHOCKED IN
OHIO

DEAR SHOCKED: Your
problem is having allowed
this for so long without
speaking up. The solution
now is to either stop inviting
this couple to your dinner
parties, or to ask them not to
bring “Fifi” with them
because an uninvited dog sit-
ting at your table bothers you
AND your husband. (Refrain
from using the word “rude,”
which would come across as
judgmental.) This may seem
“ruff,” but you have got to do
it.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

The flowers will be on
full display next weekend.
Red-Tail Land Conser-

vancy will host its Wild-
flower Celebration from 1
to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 4, in
Phyllis and Frank Yuhas
Woods.
The event will offer free

guided wildflower tours
with a botanical expert at
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. at the
Woods, 5964 W. 400 South,
Farmland. Attendees can
also take a self-guided tour.
The Wildflower Celebra-

tion marks part of  the less
than eight hours Yuhas
Woods is open to the public
each year.

Deadline extended
Ball State University has

extended its national
enrollment confirmation
deadline for 2024-25 to June
1.
The university made the

change after an announce-
ment from the U.S. Depart-

ment of  Education about a
delay in institutions receiv-
ing student financial aid
information through the
Free Application for Feder-
al Student Aid (FAFSA). It
has resulted in financial
aid packaged offers being
delayed as well, with eBSU
planning to send award let-
ters in mid- to late-April.
“Pursuing higher educa-

tion and achieving a degree
can have a transformative
impact on one’s life. There-
fore, it’s crucial not to rush
such a significant deci-
sion,” said Paula Luff, vice
president for enrollment
planning and management
at Ball State, in a press

release. “This extension
provides students and their
families the opportunity
and flexibility to carefully
evaluate their financial aid
options and make well-
informed choices.”
For more information,

email askus@bsu.edu.

Seeking samples
Purdue University is

looking for farms from
which it can take soil sam-
ples for the Diverse Corn
Belt project.
The project is a five-year

effort that will explore
impacts of  diversified
farming systems beyond
corn and soybeans in Indi-
ana, Illinois and Iowa. it is
seeking “concrete options
for diversification and
understanding the agro-
nomic, economic, social,
infrastructure and policy
changes that could make
them viable.”
Conventionally farmed,

no-till and pasture fields
are being sought for the
research.
For more information,

email
asangota@purdue.edu.

Financial literacy
Time is running out for

organizations to apply for
funding to develop finan-
cial literacy programs that
benefit Ohio children and
young adults.
Applications are avail-

able for Ohio’s Financial
Literacy Education Grant,
which “aims to provide
financial support in areas
of  need that address gaps in
financial education deliv-
ery to Ohio children and
young adults,” according to
a press release from  Ohio
Department of  Commerce.
Organizations may apply

for a portion of  the $50,000
grant to fund programs in
2025 dedicated to instilling
financial literacy among

young Ohioans between the
ages of  5 and 25 through
virtual and in-person train-
ing.
To learn more, visit

com.ohio.gov/FinancialLit-
eracy. The deadline to apply
is April 30.

Offering program
A new program to help

develop technology skills is
offered for east central Indi-
ana residents.
East Central Indiana

Regional Planning District
recently announced a part-
nership with Northstar for
the Digital Literacy Pro-
gram.
The program, which is

free through the end of  the
year, provides lessons on
computer basics including
email usage, operating sys-
tems and software includ-
ing Microsoft Excel, Power-
Point and Google Docs.
There are also modules
regarding social media, dis-

tance learning and manag-
ing your digital footprint.
To access the Digital Lit-

eracy Program for free,
visit bit.ly/JayCoDLP and
click “sign up as a learner.”

Camps scheduled
Indiana State Police will

host a series of  summer
camps for students ranging
from 11 years old through
high school. There will be a
Pioneer Camp for children
ages 11 through 14 from
June 10 through 13 at
Mounds State Park in
Anderson. A Law Camp for
sixth through eighth
graders is set for June 30
through July 3 in Anderson
and a Cadet Camp for high
school students will be held
in Anderson from June 23
through 29.
For more information

regarding the camps visit
trooper.org, email itysin-
fo@trooper.org or call (317)
951-3882.

Newlyweds butt heads over career, family
Dear
Abby

Wildflower celebration is May 4
Taking
Note
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
In a narrow vote this week,

the Federal Trade
Commission approved a rule that
will ban the vast majority of  non-
compete clauses by U.S. employ-
ers, which have long prevented
workers from switching jobs or
setting out on their own.
In doing so, the agency did its

duty to protect American eco-
nomic dynamism and opportuni-
ty. We hope that’s the clear con-
clusion of  the courts that will
now rule on a lawsuit being
brought by the Chamber of  Com-
merce, which has strenuously
supported this anticompetitive
practice.
Of  the arguments that the

business group and other oppo-
nents have rolled out to oppose
the banning of  noncompetes, the
main one relates to trade secrets,

which is probably the scenario
first contemplated by contractu-
al noncompetes. We’ll grant that
there are certain jobs in typical-
ly specialized fields where it is
reasonable for an employer to
propose a noncompete to protect
truly particularized and market-
critical knowledge and expert-
ise.
The fact that the FTC estimates

one in five American workers
operates under some form of
noncompete shows just how far
from that purpose these restric-
tive agreements have strayed.

Companies can kick and scream
all they want, but that won’t
make it true that burger-flipping
technique or actuarial practices
or whatever else are secrets
they’re entitled to zealously
guard.
The FTC did make an excep-

tion for senior management-level
positions, where employees have
much more of  an ability to hag-
gle over contracts; lower-level
workers are expected to just sign
on the line, and many don’t even
know they’re agreeing to non-
competes.
Opponents of  the rule also con-

tend that employers will be less
willing to provide training and
career development to workers
who are then free to leave to com-
petitors, which is a strange argu-
ment if  you rephrase it to what
it’s really saying: employers will
refuse to properly train employ-

ees they can’t keep forever. If
companies want to retain their
workers, they should do so
through competitive pay and ben-
efits, good working conditions
and an enticing work environ-
ment, not legal entrapment.
Courts often use an analysis

that weighs the interests of  each
party and tried to determine
where the balance of  interests
lie. So while there are definite
reasons for companies to seek
noncompetes — some eminently
legitimate, many simply having
to do with maintaining a compet-
itive advantage through what is
essentially market manipulation
— we must also consider the
interests of  the workers, and
what runs downstream from
being locked in with a noncom-
pete.
FTC Chair Lina Khan refer-

enced some of  these situations

when discussing the ban, point-
ing to workers who had written
public comments noting that
they had been prevented from
leaving workplaces they didn’t
like or found abusive. It’s also the
case that the era of  most workers
building entire careers at a single
company, climbing the ranks, is
practically over.
In many industries, the key to

advancement is jumping around,
or setting up your own business
to keep innovation flowing. That
means that noncompetes do
more than just stop workers from
changing jobs; they can stunt
entire careers that could flourish
if  employees had the choice to
move freely in what entities like
the Chamber of  Commerce itself
will otherwise suggest should be
an open and competitive market.
Good riddance, and good news
for the American economy.

FTC did duty banning noncompetes

By HELEN H. ABRAHA
OtherWords
Growing up, I looked up

to my father and aunt, who
began restaurant industry
careers after immigrating
from Eritrea in the 1970s.
When I started working, a
restaurant job was a natu-
ral choice.
While I took great pride

in my work, I struggled
with the conditions. I was
often on my feet for 10-12
hour shifts six days a
week, had no access to
affordable health care, was
wholly unaware of  my
worker rights, and con-
stantly worried about
money.
Through laws rooted in

slavery, employers are
allowed to pay restaurant
servers a sub-minimum
wage. At the federal level,
this wage has been stuck at
$2.13 per hour since 1991. If
tips don’t raise your hourly
pay to at least the regular
minimum wage, your
employer is supposed to
make up the difference.
But non-compliance is
rampant.
When I started as a serv-

er in 2018, my hourly wage
was $3.89. During the five-
month off  season, I strug-
gled to make the regular
minimum wage, especially
if  I had a section with
empty tables. When I got
injured on the job and
asked about workers com-
pensation, my manager
fired me.
I later experienced what

I believed to be wage theft
and workplace discrimina-
tion. That’s when I joined
the movement to end
restaurant worker
exploitation.
This movement is grow-

ing rapidly as workers
across the country demand
livable wages. Organizers
are working to put mini-
mum wage hikes for tipped
workers on November bal-
lots in several states,
including Ohio, Maine, Ma
ryland, and Massachu-
setts. A dozen states are
considering legislation to
do the same.
I can tell you the opposi-

tion to these efforts will be
fierce.
I live in Washington,

D.C. In 2018, I cheered
when D.C. voters passed a
ballot initiative to phase
out the local sub-minimum
wage for tipped workers.
But the city council
blocked the wage hike,
forcing organizers to
mount another successful
ballot initiative in 2022.
D.C. finally began phas-

ing out the sub-minimum
tipped wage in 2023. And
yet many restaurant own-
ers are still undercutting

workers by charging 20
percent “service fees” that
most customers mistaken-
ly think go to their servers,
so they’re likely to tip less.
The National Restaurant

Association, with affiliates
in every state, is the lead-
ing driver of  these anti-
worker efforts. The lobby
group’s members include
powerful corporations
intent on shifting business
risks and costs onto
employees, customers, and
taxpayers.
I used to work for one of

them. In 2019, I had a job at
Yard House, which is part
of  the Darden empire
along with Olive Garden
and seven other chains.
I faced a common chal-

lenge for sports bar
servers: groups would
come in to watch a game
for several hours, only to
leave a modest tip on a $30
bill. Inexperienced man-
agers would also often
send me home as soon as I
arrived because of  over-
staffing. On those nights,
my pay would be less than
my transportation cost.
A recent report by the

Institute for Policy Studies
and Americans for Tax
Fairness shows that while
Darden was fighting mini-
mum wage increases for
their servers, they paid
their top five executives a
total of  $120 million
between 2018 and 2022.
That’s four times as much
as they paid in federal
taxes, despite strong prof-
its.
After college graduation,

I decided to work full-time
as a labor organizer. With
so many immigrants rely-
ing on restaurants for jobs,
this struggle feels person-
al. But we’d all be better
off  if  corporations like
Darden had to share their
profits more equitably.
Workers could achieve a

better life and restaurants
would have less turnover.
And for customers, the
food will taste even better
if  they know the hard-
working professionals who
serve their meals are treat-
ed with respect.

••••••••••
Abraha is an organizer

with Restaurant Opportu-
nities Center – DC.
OtherWords is a free edi-

torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Restaurant workers
deserve livable wage

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Gerrymandering is more than

math. I have had this conversation
many times over the years with a
variety of  people, and I have been
surprised by their surprise almost
every time. 
Whichever party is drawing the

maps of  legislative districts, of  any
kind, they draw them to benefit
themselves of  course. That part is
math, very basic math. In Indiana,
Republicans in the Statehouse have
drawn the last two maps that deter-
mine the House, Senate and Con-
gressional districts. And they have
served themselves up a lovely
matrix of  sweetheart deals. 
Last week, James Briggs of  the

Indianapolis Star wrote a column
full of  news in it about Sen. David
Niezgodski, a Democrat from South
Bend, who has been accused of  sex-
ually harassing a former employee
in 2017. The premise in Briggs’ col-
umn is that Democrats “maintained
a breathtaking lack of  curiosity”
about the accusations since they
first surfaced several years ago.
While I primarily agree, I contend
the situation is lacking in systemic
ways too.  
Personally, I’m not curious about

the accusations. I believe them
entirely. But what is the remedy? In
a word, elections. There hasn’t been
a long line of  candidates pining for
the chance to replace Niezgodski.
Or any line at all. In his first reelec-
tion run in 2020, he was unopposed.
I guess the party could have tried to
find another candidate that year,
but that’s not as easy as one might
think. 
Why would any Democrat want

his job? Who wants a career of  cer-
tain defeat on every ideological
issue for the entirety of  that career?
Back to that “conversation” I’ve had
so many times. 

Lopsided
Gerrymandering in Indiana has

created lopsided representation in

the Statehouse. We talk about the
math all the time, without talking
deeply enough about the math’s
impact. There are currently 40
Democrat members of  the 150 avail-
able in the Indiana General Assem-
bly. All of  them should be applaud-
ed for serving at all.
It takes an unusual amount of

patience and tolerance to endure
life in what is supposed to be a
deliberative body but is now over-
populated with a supermajority
made up of  unpersuadable people.
It also takes an unusual amount of
talent to successfully manage
through it or overcome it to deliver
positive results for one’s con-
stituency. I wrote about two mem-
bers who have that talent a few
weeks ago, Sens. Andrea Hunley
and Shelli Yoder. There are others.
In the House, Blake Johnson and
Carey Hamilton come to mind.
The job, as it currently exists, is

profoundly unattractive. What it
leads to is a reluctance to run, just
like it leads to a reluctance to vote. 
In the private sector, it’s synony-

mous with market power. Any
prospective new entrant in the
smart phone or online retailing
markets, as examples, can’t make it
on a good idea and a few good
investors. They need a fantastic
idea and phenomenal investors.
And still, they need to prepare for a
marathon that they will likely lose. 
The current district boundaries

result in some obvious and ludi-
crous results on an individual basis
on the side of  the supermajority.
The matrix in place assures that
many elected officials ascend to the
legislature and congress by success-
fully pandering only to the most

extreme voters within the GOP.
This drives down deliberative qual-
ity, though that is incidental. The
goal is control, and that mission has
been solidly accomplished for the
foreseeable future. No news there. 
A victorious candidate on the

Republican side is immediately
able to move and pass legislation as
a member of  the supermajority. It
doesn’t take any elevated persua-
sive skill or some innovative idea
for these folks, that benefit just
comes with the job. In most cases,
all they have to do is win in the May
primary.

The percentages
Indiana is not 80% Republican.

But the Indiana Senate is. Indiana
is also not 70% Republican. But the
Indiana House is. Even the congres-
sional districts have been drawn to
be safely Republican in seven out of
nine, or 77% of  them. 
In 2020, Donald Trump won Indi-

ana over Joe Biden, 58% to 41%.
This is a pretty typical partisan
split over the last half  century. If
that split existed in the Statehouse,
the number and quality of  candi-
dates seeking office would skyrock-
et. So would voter engagement. And
the cycle would simply make Indi-
ana a better place. 
A Republican presidential candi-

date has only crossed the 60%
threshold twice in my lifetime:
Ronald Reagan in 1984 and Richard
Nixon in 1972.  
Niezgodski has an opponent in

the May primary. Tim Swager is the
St. Joseph County Treasurer and is
giving the incumbent a challenge.
Congratulations to him for entering
this uninviting arena. And this is
one outcome I am certainly curious
to see. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and

a communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Gerrymandering hurts minority
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Who was the pick?
1) What quarterback who ranks fifth

all-time in NFL passing yards was drafted
from a Mid-American Conference school?

2) Who was the first quarterback chosen No. 1 in
the NFL Draft who went on to win a Super Bowl?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Ben Roethlisberger
2) Terry Bradshaw
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STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERSCLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  310 Broadway
St. , Pennville IN  Satur-

day Morning
MAY 4th, 2024
AT 9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE – 270 E
Liberty Street:
PARCEL #1:

Lot size is 130’ x 150’.
There is a structure on
this parcel that has a
new metal roof.

Parcel #2:  Corner of
North Street and Water

Street:
This is an empty lot that

is 49’ x 148’.
For more information
contact LOY REAL

ESTATE 260-726-2700
or Gary Loy Auctioneer

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Kenmore Elite 3 door
refrigerator; Kenmore
Oasis HE washer and
dryer; 5 pc. king size
bedroom suit; Tonka

cement mixer; Precious
Moments figurines;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF MICKEY MOUSE
ITEMS: Snow globes,
candy dispensers,
mugs, bobble heads,
banks, just to name a

few.  Cabbage
Patch dolls in original
boxes; Texaco oil can;
and many other items

not listed.
2007 CHRYSLER
ASPEN -TOOLS

2007 Chrysler Aspen
Limited 4 door vehicle
with 5.7 liter Hemi

engine, 1974 Suzuki dirt
bike, (3) storage trailers;
Honda 350 motorcycle;
Snap On tool box with
tray; basement jacks;
single plow; metal cart;
chain link fence; and
many other items not

listed.
NEIL & WAUNETA

KEGERREIS, Deceased
By Nathaniel and Phillip

Kegerreis
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,

2024
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MAY 2ND, 2024. 

SKID LOADER - TRAC-
TORS – ATTACH-

MENTS
International 5488 Trac-
tor CHA FWA 6915 hrs.
Massey Ferguson 180
Tractor with Multi-

power. Oliver ’88 Tractor
with Loader. JCT rotary
mower. JCT Backhoe
attachment. Hyd. post
hole auger with 18” and
12” bits. Tree shear. 78”

4 in 1 Bucket.
VEHICLES-TRAILERS-
COLLECTABLES-MISC.
2002 Dodge 2500 4x4
with 9’ Boss V-Plow.
Reman engine and
transmission. 20,000

miles. 2004 Ford Bucket
truck.

2003 Great Dane 48’
Dry Van Semi trailer. JD
D-105 riding mower with
38” cut and bagger. Stihl
chainsaw, weed eaters,
blower. Lazer levels and
transits. Rollaway tool-
boxes. Shop and hand
tools. Power tools. Old
signs. Old gas cans.

Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
Sunday Afternoon
May 5th, 2024
12:30 P.M..

MODERN HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS – OLD
&amp; COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Oak dining room table
with 2 extra boards and
6 chairs; dresser; Oak
roll top desk with chair;
Oak file cabinets; Oreck
sweeper; Ping golf clubs;
egg basket; metal flower
baskets; cement bench;
and many other items

not listed. 
LUMBER - TOOLS
Oak Lumber (several

boards); Gen Pro 6X 270
– 5000 watt generator;
Jet Dust Collector; Bos-
titch nailer; Craftsman 1
hp sander; Stihl sander;
Black &amp; Decker bat-

tery weed eater;
aluminum extension lad-
der; Black &amp; Decker
electric blower; post job-
bers; sprinkler; and

many other items not list-
ed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 11:00
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
DR THOMAS & DEBBIE

BANTA
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday  April 27th,

2024 
9:30 A.M.

MODERN HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS – OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Cochrane Oak dining
room table 4 extra
leaves, 6 chairs, and
matching lighted hutch;
Oak 3 section bookcase;

Oak small church
pew; Lazy Boy reclining
sofa with matching
reclining loveseat; (2)
Adirondack chairs;XPC
golf clubs; Kitchen Aide
Artisan stand mixer;
Kitchen Aide food

processor; Kitchen Aide
chopper;  Yeti cooler;

VINTAGE TOYS: Structo
Fire Dept Truck, Tonka
Car Carrier, Service

Center, Sears Motorific
Super Torture Track, Big
Red wagon;  and many
other items not listed.
MOWER -TOOLS

Cub Cadet CC – 30 hp
Hydro Drive riding lawn
mower; Troy Bilt Storm
2410 snow blower;

Snapper SP70 self pro-
pelled mower with bag-
ger;  Craftsman 10”
band saw; Craftsman
reciprocating saw; Wag-
ner power painter;  furni-
ture clamps; pole tree
trimmer;  and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note we will be
running 2 rings a portion
of the day. Doors will

open at 8:00 a.m. day of
auction for preview.

CHRIS & DEB WHITE-
SEL, Deceased
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

  Public Notice
ORDINANCE 2024-2

CREATING CHAPTER 95.03
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RIGHT OF WAY USE PROVISIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Dunkirk, Indiana as follows:
95.03 RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT.

(A) Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.
BOND. The posting of required surety to guarantee prompt and satisfactory replacement and repair
of facilities damaged or disrupted by the permitted operations.
BOARD. The Board of Public Works and Safety of Dunkirk, Indiana.
INSPECTOR. The authorized representative of the Board assigned to make detailed inspections of
permitted performance.
PERMIT. A form of written authorized to permit action to be done within the right-of-way as per
outlined specifications.
PERSON. Shall include any natural person and any entity recognized by the law.
RIGHT-OF-WAY. The boundaries established by a recorded plat, a duly adopted
thoroughfare plan or usage for the purpose of providing public transportation or utility services. 
CITY. The City of Dunkirk, Indiana.
UTILITY FACILITIES. Either above-ground or below-ground utility facilities including, without
limitation, telephone, electronic, electric, cable, fiber optic, gas, water, sewer, heating and cooling
facilities.
ABOVE-GROUND UTILITY FACILITIES. Includes, without limitation, telephone, wireless
communication, electronic, electric, cable, fiber optic, gas, water, sewer, heating and cooling
facilities existing at, or above ground level.
BELOW-GROUND UTILITY FACILITIES. Includes, without limitation, telephone, electronic,
electric, cable, fiber optic, gas, water, sewer, heating and cooling facilities existing below ground
level.

(B) Activities requiring a right-of-way use permit.
(1) Except as provided in division (D) below, no person shall undertake any of the following activities
within a public right-of-way without first acquiring a right-of-way use permit to do so from the city:
(a) Any construction, altering or removing of any surface or subsurface material, digging  or excavating
in a town right-of-way;
(b) Installation or repair of above-ground utility facilities, below-ground utility facilities, private
connections to public utility facilities, or facilities of any other entity having the right to use the public
right-of-way; and 
(c) Installation of mailbox approaches, sidewalks or any such object of lawful encroachment, which
would share right-of-way space with governmental transportation needs, or to construct a temporary
fence or barrier which may be required for environmental or construction purposes.
(2) Exceptions. The following activities do not require a right-of-way use permit: 
(a) Maintenance of grass, drives or sidewalks within the right-of-way;
(b) Any work or activities conducted in a right-of-way or public grounds performed directly by the city
or State of Indiana;
(c) Public road construction and maintenance done under a contract with the city; and
(C) Unlawful activities within the right-of-way. Unless a special permit to encroach is issued by the
Board, it shall be unlawful for any person to:
(1) Construct a parking area within a right-of-way;
(2) Construct a fence within a right-of-way other than a temporary fence required for environmental
or construction purposes;
(3) Place any advertising material within a right-of-way; and
(4) Perform any work not listed under division (B) of this section within a right-of-way without a permit.
(D) Permit application. A person desiring to undertake any of the activities set out in division
(B) of this section shall sign and file an application with the Clerk-Treasurer of the city, and secure a
right-of-way use permit before starting any work or activity inside the right-of-way, all as set in the
following sections. The Board is the permit issuing authorities for all activities other than set forth in
division (B) of this section. The Board shall exercise its discretion in the issuance or denial of a permit
and may impose such reasonable conditions as it sees fit prior to the issuance of a permit. At a
minimum, the Board shall require all asphalt cuts in any city street or alley to be repaired and all
asphalt replaced. The Board may, in its sole discretion, require that the permittee repave the entire
block. No work shall be done or activity taken prior to the issuance of the permit except in the event
of an emergency requiring immediate remedial action for utility facilities, in which case the utility
shall comply with division (G) of this section.
(1) Contents of permit application. The application for a right-of-way use permit shall be submitted to
the Board and shall, at a minimum, include the following information and documents:
(a) The name, address and phone number of the person or entity for whom the work is to be done or
the activity is to be conducted, and the name, title and phone number of the person responsible for the
work or activity;
(b) The name and address of the contractor responsible for the work or activity;
(c) The reason for, estimated cost of and an exact description of the work to be done or activity to be
taken;
(d) The precise location of the work or activity site and the location and dimensions of any excavation;
(e) Whether all or a portion of a street will be closed and for how long;
(f) The expected beginning and ending dates of the project, including all repairs to the affected areas;
(g) The method of traffic control to be used by the applicant at the site; and
(h) Any other pertinent information requested by the Board.
(2) Insurance requirements. There shall be furnished to the Clerk-Treasurer at the time of making
application written proof that the applicant or the contractor for the applicant is covered
by public liability insurance in an amount not less than $300,000 for property damage and $1,000,000
for injury to any one person, and $2,000,000 for any one occurrence. The applicant shall prove to the
satisfaction of the Board the payment of a premium for the insurance so that the town will be protected
for a period of one year from the date of the commencement of the work.
(3) Bond requirements. The applicant or contractor for the applicant, shall file a bond in an amount
not less than $5,000 or 10% of the estimated cost of the project, whichever is greater, as determined by
the Board, conditioned on the performance of the work and the maintenance of the work for a period
of two years from the completion of such work, all in accordance with the terms of this section. Upon
review of the application, the Board may exempt individual property owners above stated bond
requirement.
(4) Indemnity agreement The applicant shall furnish a written agreement to indemnify and hold
harmless the city, its officials, agents and employees from any liability due to loss, damage, injuries or
other casualties of any kind, or by whomsoever caused, to the person or property of anyone on or off
the right-of-way arising out of, or resulting from the issuance of the permit or the work or activity
connected therewith, or from the installation, existence, use, maintenance, conditions, repairs,
alteration or removal of any equipment or material, whether due in whole or in part to the negligent
acts or omissions of:
(a) The city, its officials, agents or employees;
(b) The applicant, his or her agents, contractors or employees, or other persons engaged in the
performance of the work or activity; or
(c) The joint negligence of any of the above, including any claims arising out of the Workman's
Compensation Act or any other law, ordinance, order or decree, for a period of the applicable statute
of limitations. The indemnity shall also provide that the applicant shall pay for all costs associated with
the removal and/or moving of the public utility facility or other object located within the right-of-way
or reimburse the city for all expenses it incurs in the event that the city removes and/or moves the
public utility facility or object on behalf of the applicant. The indemnity shall also provide that the
applicant shall pay all reasonable expenses and attorney fees incurred by or imposed by the city in
connection herewith in the event that the applicant shall default under the provisions of the indemnity
agreement.
(5) Installation and design of the facility. The applicant shall be responsible for the installation and
design of the facility to be installed within the right-of-way. The Board will only be responsible for the
review and approval of the proposal with respect to the locations of the facilities to be installed and
the manner of installation. Approval of the permit does not relieve the applicant of responsibility for
the design. The city does not alter current regulations or authority for installing utility facilities nor
for determining financial responsibility for replacing or adjusting utility facilities. The city limits itself
to matters which preserve the safe operation, maintenance and integrity of the town's rights-of-way.
(E) Permit fees. A permit fee shall be paid at the time of filing the application as set out below.
(1) Above-ground utility facilities. The permit fees for conducting any work or other activities on above-
ground utility facilities shall be $500.00 and must be paid at the time of filing. Failure to comply with
this requirement shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $750.00.
(2) Below-ground utility facilities. The permit fees for conducting any work or other activities on below-
ground utility facilities shall be $500.00 and must be paid at the time of filing. Failure to comply with
this requirement shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $3,000.00.
(3) All other work or activities. The permit fees for conducting any other work or activity requiring a
right-of-way permit shall be $25 and must be paid at the time of filing. Failure to comply with this
requirement shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $250.00.
(4) Violations. Any violation of the terms of this section or the specifications and instructions adopted
by the Board pursuant to this section shall be assumed to require additional inspection and an
additional inspection fee shall be assessed for each such infraction. The city may enforce this
ordinance by injunction, fine or any other legal remedy. Each day of a violation constitutes a separate
offense.
(F) Board to establish rules and regulations. The Board is hereby authorized to establish such
specifications and procedural instructions for work and activity within the right-of-way as may be
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this section. The specifications and procedural instructions
shall be kept on file in the office of the City Hall and may be amended from time to time by the Board.
(G) Emergencies. In the event of an emergency, work on a utility facility within the public right-of-way
may commence without submitting an application for a right-of-way use permit. In such event, the
person responsible for completing the work or activity shall:
(1) Notify the city of the emergency and provide a brief description of the work or activity to be done
as soon as practicable after learning of the emergency. Such emergency notification
under this division (G)(l) must be sufficient to notify the city at the earliest time possible following the
discovery of the emergency and may be either written or oral;
(2) Submit an application, bond and indemnity agreement for a right-of-way use permit within 24 hours
of starting its work or the next working day to the Clerk-Treasurer, whichever is sooner; 
(3) Attach to the application a full and complete written explanation concerning the emergency and
its cause; and
(4) In the event that the Board shall determine that in its judgment an emergency did not exist, it shall
forward a copy of the application and all attachments to the City Attorney as a violation of this section.
(H) Relocation. The city shall require relocation of public utility facilities, private connections to public
utility facilities or facilities of any entity having the right to use the public right-of-way when the city
is installing utility facilities in the right-of-way. The costs for the relocation of the utility facilities shall
be paid by those entities or persons that have installed the same in the city's right-of-way.
(I) Written notice required. Unless specifically stated otherwise, all notifications required under this
Section shall be in writing. Any notification other than an initial emergency
notification, which is not made in writing will be deemed to have never occurred.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Common Council of the city of Dunkirk, Indiana 
on this 22nd day of April, 2024.
Jack Robbins, Presiding Officer
Attest: Kara Low, Clerk-Treasurer

Submitted to and approved by me on this 22nd day of April, 2024.
Jack Robbins, Mayor

CR 4-27,5-4-2024 -HSPAXLP
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Public Notice
Notice of Nondiscriminatory
Policy As To Students The Zion
Early Learning Center admits
students of any race, color, na-
tional and ethnic origin to all
the rights, privileges, programs
and activities generally ac-
corded or made available to the
students of the school. It does
not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic
origin in administration of its
educational policies, admis-
sions policies, scholarship pro-
grams, and other school admin-
istered programs.
CR 4-27-2024-HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 3430 W SR 67, 

PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371 

SATURDAY, MAY 4TH 
9:00 A.M. 

SKID LOADER - TRACTORS –
ATTACHMENTS

International 5488 Tractor CHA FWA 6915 hrs.
Massey Ferguson 180 Tractor with Multi-power.
Oliver ’88 Tractor with Loader. Ford 8-N Tractor.
CAT 268B Skidloader with high flow 2 Speed Aux
Hyd and 78” Material Bucket with 1600 hrs. JCT
rotary mower. JCT Backhoe attachment. 72” Rock
grapple Bucket. 72” Bucket grapple. AGT Power
landscape blade. Hyd. post hole auger with 18” and
12” bits. Tree shear. 78” 4 in 1 Bucket. 2 CAT 4,000
lb Forklifts, CAT 6,000 Forklift.

VEHICLES-TRAILERS
COLLECTABLES-MISC.

2002 Dodge 2500 4x4 with 9’ Boss V-Plow. Reman
engine and transmission. 20,000 miles. 2009 Dodge
1500 4x4 with quad cab pickup truck with 222,000
miles. 2004 Ford Bucket truck. 2003 Great Dane 48’
Dry Van Semi trailer. JD D-105 riding mower with
38” cut and bagger. 60” 3 PT rototiller. 650 gallon
LP tank. Stihl chainsaw, weed eaters, blower. Lazer
levels and transits. Rollaway toolboxes. Shop and
hand tools. Power tools. Old signs. Old gas cans.
NOTE: More consignments arriving daily. Check
Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for more photos.  

TERMS:  CASH – GOOD CHECK
CREDIT CARD

OWNERS: AREA
CONTRACTORS AND

FARMERS
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE-AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com
CR 4-27-2024
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PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY May 18th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 7052 W 350
S. Dunkirk IN

Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for

private showing phone
auctioneers.

REAL ESTATE
2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of

finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40

Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES

– ENGINES – SHOP
TOOLS

Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna

Force 5 horse power
twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-

net. Snap-on Freon
machine. 10” Delta table

saw. 
ANTIQUES – FURNI-

TURE - MISC
Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

PUBLIC AUCTION
TWO VERY NICE AUC-

TIONS, 
ONE LOCATION

SATURDAY May 11,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:  

7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN
TRACTOR -FARM

ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.

3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar

mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug

and other crocks.
Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with

laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars

years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and

wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and

fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. # AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND The
Portland Water Park is
accepting applications
for CERTIFIED life-
guards for the 2024 sea-
son.  The guards need to
be certified in Lifeguard-
ing, CPR and First Aid
Training and Aquatic
Attraction.   Starting rate
for lifeguards will be paid
$14/hr with additional
pay for returning guards
based on prior year of
service. Additional posi-
tions at Portland Water
Park to include conces-
sion stand. No certifica-
tion is required. Starting
rate for concession stand
is $13/hr with additional
pay for returning employ-
ees based on prior year
of service. The Water
Park is open 7 days per
week and employees will
be expected to work
weekends. Applications
are available at Portland
City Hall, city website:
thecityofportland.net  or
Portland Water Park
Facebook page. Season
will begin May 25th till
mid to late August. Appli-
cations will be accepted
at City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, until Fri-
day, May 3rd at 4:00p.m.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time
29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Continued from page 1
“Last week was embar-

rassing, a bad representa-
tion of  Redkey,” he contin-
ued, apologizing for the
“unprofessional” and
“uncivilized” behavior.
He said he hopes the

council pulls together for
the good of  the town. He
also thanked the town’s
voters.
Retter said he would

deliver his resignation to
Jay County clerk-treasurer
Jon Eads on Friday.
By state law, such vacan-

cies are filled by a caucus
of  the party of  the depart-
ing officeholder. Such a
caucus must be held with-
in 30 days of  the vacancy.
(In cases in which fewer
than two precinct commit-
teemen are eligible to be
members of  a caucus, the
party's county chair fills
the vacancy.)
The absence of  a town

attorney was also
addressed, with council
president Dave Dudelston
saying he had reached out
to attorneys Josh Atkinson
and John Brooke regard-
ing the position. He said
neither had given him a
firm response yet. Council
members agreed to contin-
ue to reach out to potential
attorneys in an effort to fill
the position.

Retter’s resignation
came at the end of  a meet-
ing during which former
town council president
Erik Hammers asked to
take Retter’s seat if, in
fact, he did depart. (Retter
had commented previous-
ly that he planned to
resign.)
Hammers chose not to

run for a second term in
2023, saying he hoped
things would go smoothly
under the new council.
“The reason I want to

come in is because of  the
disorder that we’ve been
going through for a while,
ever since January,” he
said.
He advocated for his

return to the president
position if  he is named to
council.
Hammers also offered

opinions on several issues,
including that zoning in
the town will take time to
put together, livestream-
ing meetings — it will be
required beginning July 1,
2025 — will be a challenge
financially and logistical-
ly in the park cabin, that
town properties have not
been mowed by council
members as planned and
that he is concerned about
the town not having an
attorney following
Schemenaur’s resigna-

tion. (He later suggested
“begging” Schemenaur to
return to the job.)
After another discus-

sion that was sometimes
heated — Dudelston at one
point threatened to
adjourn the meeting early
again — the issue with the
sewer clean-out at Bob and
Alicha Miller’s property at
the east end of  Delaware
Street was resolved.
The Millers said the

clean-out was installed in
the wrong place and that
they wanted it moved at
no additional cost. When a
motion to do so failed 3-2
last week, the meeting
devolved into chaos with
Dudelston abruptly
adjourning the meeting.
This time, the Millers’

nephew Shannon Clark
spoke on their behalf, ask-
ing a series of  questions in
an effort to get the clean-
out moved. After another
back-and-forth discussion,
council member “Water-
mellon” Jim Phillips again
made a motion to move the
clean-out at no cost to the
Millers. The motion
passed, with Brenda Beat-
ty, Phillips and Retter in
favor. Dudelston and Floyd
Life dissented. (Retter
flipped his vote from the
previous meeting.
“Enough’s enough,” he

said, “I want to help the
Town of  Redkey.”)
Dudelston had started

the meeting with a warn-
ing that any disruptive
behavior would not be tol-
erated, saying offenders
would be escorted out of
the meeting. He referred to
previous town council poli-
cy that those interested in
speaking should ask to be
placed on the agenda and
would be limited to five
minutes.
In other business, coun-

cil:
•Officially hired Chris

Boggs as a new police offi-
cer. (Boggs had already
been on the job, with other
council members saying
Dudelston had hired him
without a proper vote.) His
hiring passed unanimous-
ly.
•Approved a mowing

contract for town proper-
ties with Tim Kesler, which
has handled the work for
years, at a rate of  $398 per
mow. (Gary Fraley had the
other bid at $395 per mow.)
The contract passed 3-1
with Dudelston dissenting
and Phillips abstaining.
(Phillips said he feels mow-
ing is part of  town employ-
ee Randy Young’s job
description.)
•Approved a contract

with Suzy Bass of  Local

Government Services at a
rate of  $150 per hour plus
travel, hotel and meal costs
for training for the clerk-
treasurer’s office.
•Heard Beaty ask a ques-

tion about the town’s situa-
tion with Indiana Depart-
ment of  Environmental
Management, which has
given Redkey until Dec. 31
to update its Combined
Sewer Overflow Long Term
Control Plan. No one had
an update.
•Briefly discussed the fol-

lowing:
—the town’s per-

sonnel policy and whether
a previous version had
been signed by council.
Former clerk-treasurer
Mary Eley said such docu-
ments should be available
via the Department of
Local Government Finance
website.

—plans to install a
flag pole at Redkey Fire
Department.

—the possibility
of  converting one of  the
Redkey Morgan Park bas-
ketball courts into a pickle-
ball court

—putting a tee ball
dugout back in place — it
was moved in a recent
storm — before the start of
the season May 11
•Sought input from those

in attendance regarding

the handling of  junk cars,
dilapidated houses, trash
and other issues. Council
was urged to enforce the
existing ordinance on
those issues.
•Reviewed a proposed

reimbursement contract
for town marshal Zach
Moser, who is currently at
Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. Council mem-
bers tabled the contract in
order to have it reviewed
by an attorney.
•Heard a question from

Beaty about when street
paving will begin. Dudel-
ston said he does not have a
date.
•Voted 3-2 with Dudel-

ston and Retter dissenting
to keep the red key on the
side of  its police vehicles.
Boggs had suggested hav-
ing the key, which he said
draws attention to the vehi-
cles, removed.
•Heard former town

council president Dottie
Quakenbush suggest a
flashing stop sign at the
intersection of  Meridian
(Indiana 1) and High
streets in Redkey.
•Accepted the high bid of

$651 from Randy May for
the purchase of  a Chevy
Impala police vehicle.
•Approved a water leak

adjustment of  $751 for 39 E.
Delaware St.

Continued from page 1
Curtin also reported that the

city council at its March 18
meeting did not take any action
on the redevelopment commis-
sion’s proposal to have Rundell
Ernstberger Associates lead a
process to update the city's zon-
ing and subdivision ordi-
nances. There was a discussion
at that meeting about Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning
handling the process with input
from the redevelopment com-
mission.
Curtin asked the redevelop-

ment commission whether it
would like to continue to pur-
sue the issue.
City attorney Wes Scheme-

naur said he believes the key
moving forward is for redevel-
opment commission members
to explain why they believe out-
side help would be beneficial.
“I think we might be able to

get there,” he said, suggesting a
collaborative process involving
the building and planning
department and city council.
He added that there was a

feeling that the previous zoning
update in 2009 was thrust upon
the city by an outside firm and
did not have enough local
input.
“We’re looking for help here,

not for somebody to take over
this process for the city,”
Schemenaur said.
Redevelopment commission

vice president Reda Theurer-
Miller agreed, saying there
should be a balance struck
between local input and outside
expertise.
Also Monday, redevelopment

commission member Joe John-
ston asked about the progress
on Indiana Department of

Transportation’s project on
Meridian Street (U.S. 27).
Traffic signals along Meridian

Street at its intersections with
Water, Main, Walnut, High and
Lafayette streets will be removed
beginning “on or after Monday,
April 29,” INDOT said in a press
release this week. Temporary
stop signs will be placed at the
intersection of  Meridian and
Water streets, making it a four-
way stop, with other intersec-
tions to become two-way stops
with traffic free-flowing along
Meridian Street. (Temporary
“buzz strips” will be placed along
Meridian Street at each intersec-
tion to encourage drivers to slow
down.)
The traffic signal removal is

part of  a larger project that
includes paving Meridian Street
between county roads 100 North
and 200 South and reconstructing
Americans with Disabilities Act
ramps to sidewalks with extend-
ed “bump outs” at some intersec-
tions in the downtown area.
Theurer-Miller noted that the

project is expected to be complete
in October, which would allow
time for Portland Main Street
Connect’s downtown planters to
be decorated for Winterfest.
In other business, commission

members Mike Simons, Dave
Teeter, Theurer-Miller and John-
ston, absent Rusty Inman:
•Approved the financial report,

which shows $841,508.78 across all
funds. 
•Adopted a resolution to not

release any of  the assessed value
back to taxing entities for 2025.
Curtin made the recommenda-
tion, noting that projections show
about $351,000 in income for the
commission next year with
$550,000 estimated in expenses.

Plan ...

Resigns ...

Tribune News Service/The Atlanta Journal-Constitution/Arvin Temkar

Protesting for Palestinians
Pro-Palestinian protesters chant at police at the Emory campus in Atlanta

following arrests on Thursday. Emory University President Gregory L. Fenves said Friday
he was “saddened” and “horrified” at protests that took place at the school Thursday,
but said actions that disrupt the campus will not be tolerated.



Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Boys golf at Winchester –

9 a.m.; Baseball at Wapahani – 9:30 a.m.;
Softball vs. Woodlan – 12 a.m.; Girls ten-
nis at New Castle – 12 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high baseball at

Blackford – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high boys
track at Southern Wells – 5:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high softball vs. Centerville – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs.
Wapakoneta – 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Wapahani –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. South Adams – 5
p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Muncie Central – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.;
Track at Woodlan – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high
baseball vs. Mississinewa – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track county meet at
Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball at New
Knoxville – 5 p.m.; Softball at Anna – 5
p.m.; Junior high track county meet at
Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Ver-
sailles – 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Jay County — Junior high softball vs.

Elwood – 5:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Bluffton –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.;
Girls tennis at Adams Central – 5 p.m.;
Softball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Junior high
golf at Driver – 4:30 p.m.; Junior high track
at Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Junior high
baseball vs. Yorktown – 5 p.m.; Junior high
at softball at Eastbrook – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track county meet at
Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball at New
Bremen – 5 p.m.; Softball vs. New Bre-
men – 5 p.m.; Junior high track county
meet at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; JV base-
ball vs. New Bremen – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Liverpool
at West Ham United (USA)

9 a.m. — MotoGP: Spanish Grand Prix
(TruTV)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Luton
Town at Wolverhampton (USA)

11:20 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Wurth 400 (FS1)

11 a.m. — College softball: Florida at
Georgia (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — NFL Draft 2024 (ESPN)
12 p.m. — College football: Nebraska

Red-White spring game (BTN)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Brent-

ford at Everton (NBC)
1 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Cleveland Cav-

aliers at Orlando Magic (TNT)
1 p.m. — College baseball: Florida at

Arkansas (ESPN2)
1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:

BetRivers 200 (FS1)
1:45 p.m. — MLS: Los Angeles Galaxy

at Austin (FOX)
2 p.m. — NHL: Carolina Hurricanes at

New York Islanders (TBS)
2:15 p.m. — College baseball: Iowa at

Nebraska (BTN)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Zurich Classic of

New Orleans (CBS)
3 p.m. — AMA Supercross: Philadel-

phia (NBC)
3:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Oklahoma

City Thunder at New Orleans Pelicans
(TNT)

4 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Texas Rangers (FOX)

4 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
5 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at

Tampa Bay Lightning (TruTV)
6 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Boston Celtics

at Miami Heat (TNT)
7 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades at

San Antonio Brahmas (FOX)
7 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Dal-

las Jackals at Miami Sharks (CBS)
8 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at Toron-

to Maple Leafs (TruTV)
8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Denver

Nuggets at Los Angeles Lakers (ABC)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamond-

backs at Seattle Mariners (FS1)
10 p.m. — USL Championship:

Loudoun United at Sacramento Republic
(FOX)

Sunday
8 a.m. — MotoGP: Spanish Grand Prix

(TruTV)
9 a.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at

Tottenham Hotspur (USA)
11 a.m. — College baseball: Rutgers

at Indiana (BTN)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Man-

chester City at Nottingham Forest (USA)

12 p.m. — College softball: Florida at
Georgia (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — UFL: D.C. Defenders at St.
Louis Battlehawks (ESPN)

1 p.m. — NBA playoffs: New York
Knicks at Philadelphia 76ers (ABC)

1:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Children’s of Ala-
bama Indy Grand Prix (NBC)

2 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Wurth
400 (FS1)

2:30 p.m. — NHL: Winnipeg Jets at
Colorado Avalanche (TNT)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Zurich Classic of
New Orleans (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Los Ange-
les Clippers at Dallas Mavericks (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — UFL: Memphis Show-
boats at Michigan Panthers (FOX)

4 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at Col-
orado Rockies (ESPN)

5 p.m. — NHL: Vancouver Canucks at
Nashville Predators (TBS)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Milwaukee
Bucks at Indiana Pacers (TNT)

7 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at
Boston Red Sox (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at

Washington Capitals (TBS)
9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Minnesota

Timberwolves at Phoenix Suns (TNT)
10:30 p.m. — NHL: Edmonton Oilers

at Los Angeles Kings (TBS)

Monday
7:40 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins at

Chicago White Sox (FS1)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

San Diego Padres (Bally Indiana)
10 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Los Angeles

Lakers at Denver Nuggets (TNT)

Tuesday
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

Real Madrid at Bayern Muchen (CBS)
7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Philadelphia

76ers at New York Knicks (TNT)
9:15 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions

Cup: America Pachuca (FS1)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

San Diego Padres (Bally Indiana)

Local notes
Challenge set

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Chal-

lenge for the 2024 season will begin April
20, where participants 19-years-old or
older can compete in a total of eight races
within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge is
$150 and will enter participants in all eight

races, with five needing to be completed
for the Challenge Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from
Adams County, but only the first 100
entries will compete. Participation in indi-
vidual events is available as well.
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Jay County Optimist Clubs

Respect for Law Week

The Jay County Optimist Clubs are honoring all the Police 
Of cers that work in Jay County. lt is our hopes and wishes 
that the citizenry of Jay County wilt also Show respect for 
our Law Of cers always, but make a special effort during
the Respect for Law Week April 29 through May 4.
Through the Jay County Optimist Respect for Law Week, Jay County Optimist
Members will honor and show respect for all the city, county, and state Law 
Officers In Jay County and well wishes for the Jay County Optimist Clubs.
We believe that it is important as citizens to abide by the law, respect Law
enforcement and do what we can do to maintain peace. We hope that our 
project lets officers know that we appreciate them and what they do, and will 
help in this effort.
Optimism in Jay County was started in in 1975 when The Breakfast Optimist 
Club was established with The Portland Evening Club in 1988 and The West 
Jay Optimist Clubs established later. Over $2,000,000 of Optimist Projects 
have come to fruition since the establishment of the first Optimist Club in Jay 
County.
Optimist International is one of the Largest Service Club Organizations with
Clubs in the United States, Canada, Mexico, The Caribbean and throughout
the world including Jay County. Respect for Laws is one of the organizations
most popular programs with more than 1,500 clubs participating annually.
Carrying the motto “Bringing out the best in Kids,” Optimist conduct positive
service projects that reach more than seven million young people each year.
To learn more about Optimist clubs in Jay County 
please contact Rodney Miles, President of the 
Portland Breakfast Optimist at 260-726-5489, 
Linda Aker, President of the Portland Evening 
Optimist Club at 260-251-4284, Kathy Jones 
President of the West Jay Optimist Club at 765-
209-4615.

Thank an Officer

April 29
Through
May 4

Due to the high risk of res and liability issues, 
The Jay County Solid Waste Management District 

has decided to terminate all battery recycling 
programs currently provided by the District. 

Jay County Solid Waste Management District

All battery recycling drop-off sites, provided and serviced by the 
district, will be closed and all containers will be removed! Please do 
not leave batteries at any of the locations once the containers are 
removed.
Jay County Solid Waste Management District is working to find 
options for the safe storage, packaging and transporting of 
batteries to a recycling center. Once a revised program has been 
finalized, the District office will be the designated drop-off location 
along with our Annual Tox Away Day to recycle your household 
batteries. We must follow all laws and regulations to make sure we 
have a safe program!

Thank you for your patience and understanding.

PART-TIME

Inserter
Apply at

��������������������

The Graphic Printing Company • The Commercial Review
309 West Main Street • Portland, IN 47371

O�ce Hours: 10 am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Friday

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
Equal

Opportunity
Employer

MONROE  and ROCK-
FORD, Ohio — The Patri-
ots got off  to a hot start of
the season, but the past
eight days have proven to
be quite tumultuous.
The Jay County High

School softball team
dropped a pair of  games
on Thursday and Friday,
losing to the Adams Cen-
tral Jets 14-13 and the
Parkway Panthers 6-2.
The Patriots (5-3, 0-1

Allen County Athletic
Conference) couldn’t
quiet the bats of  Adams
Central (6-4, 2-1 ACAC) as
they dropped their first
conference game of  the
season. The Jets scored
two or more runs in all
but the first inning.

The Patriots pushed
four runs across the plate
in the fourth inning and
nine in the fifth to
momentarily take a 13-7
lead. Carlie Trinidad
came in to relieve starter
Mallory Winner in the
bottom of  the fifth and
gave up five runs on four
singles and two doubles.
Trinidad surrendered the
lead in the sixth after two
singles and a triple.

Friday’s game against
the Panthers (14-2) was
decided in the fifth
inning. With the game
tied 1-1, Parkway scored
five runs off  of  Trinidad
on three doubles and two
singles.
Jay County tried to

respond in the top of  the
sixth with Riah Champ
scoring on a passed ball,
but Jozey Shimp ran into
an out at home plate try-
ing to do the same to end
the game.
Trinidad suffered the

loss in both games to fall
to 1-2 in the circle on the
season.

Vazquez rolls
MONROE — Zedrian

Vazquez tossed four
scoreless innings to put
the Jay County baseball
team in position for a 7-1
victory over the Adams
Central Jets on Thursday.
The Patriots (7-5, 2-0

ACAC) kept their confer-
ence champion hopes
alive as their win kept
them undefeated in
ACAC play and extended
their winning streak to
seven games.
Vazquez started the

game for JCHS and
earned the win, only giv-
ing up one run on three
hits and three walks.
Aiden Phillips threw
three innings of  relief
while only allowing three
players to reach base.

A four-run fifth inning
acted as the difference-
maker in the game. Sam
Myers and Ryne
Goldsworthy both hit
two-RBI singles in the
inning. Myers ended up
with four RBIs, two hits
and a run scored.
The only run for

Adams Central (8-4, 1-1
ACAC) came in the bot-
tom of  the fifth inning on
a sacrifice fly by Trevor
Currie.

DeRome leads
HARTFORD CITY —

The Jay County boys golf
team took down the
Blackford Bruins 188-209
on Thursday at Blackford
Golf  Club.

Caleb DeRome earned
match-medalist honors
by shooting a 44 for t he
Patriots.
As has been the case in

most matches for Jay
County (4-1), Gage Sims
put up the second-best
score of  46 strokes.
Cody DeHoff  and Luke

Fugiett tied with a nine-
hole score of  49 strokes to
round out the team’s
score. 
This was Fugiett’s sec-

ond time contributing to
the team score this sea-
son — the first time com-
ing on April 19 against
Northeastern.
Liam Garringer’s 50

did not contribute to the
team’s final score.

Jay softball begins to slip with pair of losses
Jay County
roundup

Continued from page 8
Before that action was taken,

Gulley made a recommendation
to place Bomholt on probation
based off  information discussed
during an executive session held
April 9. A motion was made to
that effect but died for lack of  a
second.
Ford then made the motion

that was eventually approved,
while also asking Gulley and

attorney Josh Atkinson a series
of  questions.
“I think the motion and the sec-

ond to Mr. Ford’s motion … is
acceptable to me to get to a fair
outcome that could prevent fur-
ther issues coming in the future
and at that point in the future,
the ball will be in the coach’s
court,” Gulley said.
Four members of  the public

spoke, ranging from support for

Bomholt to specific thoughts on
potential punishment. The rea-
son for the potential disciplinary
action had not yet been officially
disclosed before public comment.
Patrick Lambert, father of

basketball player Gradin Swove-
land, stood in for his son in sup-
port of  Bomholt as Swoveland
could not make the meeting
because of  a practice in Fort
Wayne.

Former school board mem-
ber Chris Snow brought con-
cerns about disciplinary
actions that would result in
probation looming over the
2024-25 season, affecting
Bomholt’s ability to coach. He
also said it could create a situ-
ation detrimental to the play-
ers if  Bomholt were to be fired
midseason.
Greg Miller expressed con-

cern about the number of  staff
that have been put on adminis-
trative leave this year, stating
that if  the infraction was
enough to warrant a vote, it
was enough to warrant disci-
pline.
Kelly Hemmelgarn ques-

tioned the entire process of
extending coaches and the
decision-making process for
disciplinary action.

Coach ...



Editor’s note: A previous ver-
sion of  this story that was pub-
lished online at thecr.com
referred to Jay County High
School boys basketball coach
Jerry Bomholt being placed on
probation. School board mem-
ber Phil Ford contacted the
newspaper Friday morning to
dispute that account. The Com-
mercial Review independently
reviewed the recording of  the
meeting and determined Ford’s
assessment is correct. The story
has been edited based on that
review.
By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Jerry Bomholt received an

extension last month to remain

the Patriots’ boys basketball
coach for the 2024-25 season.
Just over a month later, he is

receiving disciplinary action.
Jay School Board voted 5-1

Thursday to implement disci-
plinary action for Bomholt fol-
lowing an incident with a stu-
dent.
Bomholt has coached the Jay

County High School boys bas-
ketball team for the last four
seasons.
On March 18, Jay School

Board approved Bomholt’s con-
tract extension 6-1 with Chip
Phillips dissenting. Prior to the
vote, the board discussed that
some constituents had
expressed concern about the
extension.
Following the meeting on

March 18, Bomholt confronted a
student athlete in class about
his coaching contract, Jay
Schools superintendent Jeremy
Gulley said Thursday in
response to a question posed by

Jay School Board member Phil
Ford.
“Coach Jerome Bomholt con-

fronted and questioned the stu-
dent athlete, giving rise to a
complaint by his father and this
student,” Gulley said.
“His conduct was unprofes-

sional and inappropriate. His
actions were under the color of
his authority as head basketball
coach and presented an imbal-
ance of  power between the adult
and student in this situation.

“The questions and topic
Bomholt raised with the stu-
dent were in connection to his
coaching contract and not any
topic related to his classroom.”
As a result of  that action, the

board decided to discipline
Bomholt, with members Vickie
Reitz, Jason Phillips, Marcie
Vormohr, Ron Laux and Ford
voting in favor. Donna
Geesaman abstained and Chip
Phillips was absent.
The discipline includes three

items:
•Counseling twice a month
•A written warning
•To not violate any further

school policies
See Coach page 7
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JCHS softball drops
back-to-back games,
See story page 7

Jay County softball opens
ACAC play against Woodlan,

see Sports on tap

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians' bats have been
a lot more lively in 2024.
The Wildcats finally found
a way to keep them quiet.
The Minster Wildcats

shut out the Fort Recovery
High School baseball team
5-0 on Thursday.
The Indians (5-6, 2-3 Mid-

west Athletic Conference)
only managed one hit in the
game. Reece Evers deliv-
ered that hit in the bottom
of  the fifth inning, but the
line drive to left field could-
n’t score Riggs Tobe from
second base.
Small ball helped the

Wildcats (15-2, 5-1 MAC)
build a 3-0 lead over the
first three innings as runs
scored on a ground out, a
sacrifice bunt and a sacri-
fice fly.
Two more runs scored in

the fifth inning as two
walks and a pair of  stolen
bases set put James
Niemeyer in position to
drive in a run with a

ground out. Ian Homan fol-
lowed with a double to push
another across the plate.
Alex Gaerke suffered the

loss, giving up all five runs
on three hits and six walks
over 4 ⅓ innings pitched.
The Indians’ best chance

to score came in the sixth
inning as Reece Wendel
reached base on a dropped
third strike and Gavin Fall-
er and Troy Homan both
drew walks to load the
bases with two outs. Louis
Magoto struck out Tobe to
end the inning with no
damage done.

Seven run fifth
MINSTER, Ohio — A

seven-run fifth inning

pushed the Minster Wild-
cats over the limit as they
beat the Fort Recovery soft-
ball team 11-1 in five
innings Thursday.
The Wildcats (20-1, 4-0

MAC) started the inning
hot as they hit back-to-
back doubles to score a
run off  of  Britney Tebbe
who came into the game as
relief. Tebbe walked the
next batter and threw a
wild pitch to allow a sec-
ond run to score before
Fort Recovery (6-10, 3-3
MAC) moved back to
starter Jenna Homan. She
gave up a single before a
fielder’s choice recorded
the first out of  the inning.
A subsequent walk, sin-

gle and ground out scored
four more runs. The game
ended on an error by
catcher Kylie Post that
allowed a run to score.
The Indians’ only run

came in the third inning
on a single by Ava Grisez
that drove in Tebbe.

FRHS
roundup

’Cats silence Indians

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ground work
Portland Panther third baseman Mylee Noggler fields a

ground ball at Portland Junior League in a game against Blackford.

Board action followed Bomholt’s
confrontation with student athlete

Coach disciplined


