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Barbara Broering, 80,
Burkettsville, Ohio

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  81 degrees Sunday.
The low was 66.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 50s. Expect mostly
sunny skies Wednesday with a
high in the upper 70s. The
high will be in the 80s on
Thursday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

United Way of  Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will hold a free food tail-
gate at 10 a.m. Wednesday at
Jay County Fairgrounds.
Income verification is not
required.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Jay County High School Hon-
ors Night.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS golf  match against
Wapahani.

Friday — Jay School Board
votes on new junior-senior
high athletics director.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Schulze sales
Nine-year-old Rebecca Schulze explains some of her products to customers while selling Saturday during Psi Iota

Xi sorority’s Chicks on the Bricks event on the brick section of Wayne Street in Fort Recovery. She and her sisters — Charlotte,
5, and Jennifer, 7 — were selling a variety of items including freeze-dried Skittles, cookies, bracelets and necklaces.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Weekend walk
A goose and a gaggle of goslings hang out

in the grassy area between the driveway and pond just
east of Moser Engineering on Saturday afternoon.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Jack Ronald was known
for his love of  nature,
whether in his backyard
or strolling local trails.

He was also a lover of
art, both collecting and
creating.

And he was a longtime
board member and sup-
porter for Arts Place.

Artists will gather in his
honor and memory Satur-
day as the Jay County
Campus of  Arts Place
hosts the inaugural Jack
Ronald Spring Paint Out.

Since Jack’s death just
over two years ago, his
family had been looking
for a way to honor his
memory in connection
with Arts Place. There was
talk of  a large sculpture,
though a small sculpture
— Dancer and Bird by
Robert Pulley — is dis-
played in the reception
area at the Jay County
Campus.

When Connie Ronald,
Jack’s widow, attended a
plein air painting event
hosted by Richmond Art
Museum last summer, it
sparked an idea.

“I thought, ‘You know, I
think Jack would have
enjoyed that,” Connie said.
“I don’t know whether he
would have participated,
but he might have. …

“Jack liked to go out
with a sketchbook and like
to sketch plein air.”

She presented the possi-
bility of  hosting a plein
air event — “en plein air”
is “in the open air” in
French — to Arts Place
executive director Car-
olyn Carducci. 

See Plein page 2

By MARISSA MEADOR
and NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Tension between police
and student protesters
enveloped Indiana Univer-
sity’s Bloomington cam-
pus in recent days as
arrests mounted along
with distrust in IU leader-
ship after a change to long-
standing policy the day
before the initial protest.

Gov. Eric Holcomb

defended police action, in
which Indiana State Police
have taken a lead role,
while Democrats in the
legislature called out the
administration for tram-
pling on free speech rights.

“We are concerned for
the safety of  students, fac-
ulty and staff  and for their
ongoing rights to free
speech. Students should
be able to voice their
views on campus in non-
violent ways without fear

of  retribution. The First
Amendment is one of  the
founding blocks to a suc-
cessful democracy and
this infringement on
demonstration, in our
opinion, is a violation of
both state and federal con-
stitutional rights,” said a
statement from the Indi-
ana Senate Democratic
Caucus.

“What we are seeing on
the news and hearing
from firsthand accounts

gives us great concern
that First Amendment
Rights and even personal
safety could be at risk on
the Indiana University
Campus. While we under-
stand this is a fluid situa-
tion we still worry about
the sheer amount of  police
in riot gear, including
snipers, called in to man-
age what has been report-
ed as a peaceful protest.”

Police snipers were
spotted on top of  IU build-

ings at various times over
the last four days.

The protesters disagree
with continued bombing of
Palestinian people across
the Gaza strip and called
for IU to sever financial ties
with Israel. Counter-pro-
testers supporting Israel
have also been present.

IU’s actions have been
highlighted in national
publications, including
the New York Times
and Washington Post.

Protests, police draw criticism, defense

By COURTNEY MCBRIDE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

U.S. Secretary of  State Antony
Blinken urged leaders of  the
Hamas militant group to quickly
reach a decision on Israeli condi-
tions for a temporary cease-fire, a
move that could help bring an end
to fighting in Gaza.

Israel has been “extraordinari-
ly generous” with proposals
made during talks mediated by
Qatar and Egypt to secure the
release of  Israeli hostages held by
Hamas, Blinken said at a special
event of  the World Economic
Forum in Riyadh on Monday. He
wasn’t more specific about the
offer on the table.

The U.S. diplomat traveled to
the region — his seventh trip to
the Middle East since the Israel-
Hamas conflict began in early
October — to push for at least a
pause in hostilities under a tem-
porary cease-fire agreement.
Hamas, designated a terrorist
organization by the U.S. and
European Union, is expected to
respond on Monday to the Jewish
state’s latest offer, Agence France-
Presse has reported.

The U.S, supports Israeli efforts
to defend itself  and prevent
future attacks, and is determined

to bring an end to the current
conflict, Blinken said. President
Joe Biden’s administration has
repeatedly urged Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
do more to protect civilians of
Gaza, while remaining a staunch
ally and supplier of  arms.

Hamas has been presented
with a “proposal that is extraordi-
narily generous on the part of
Israel. The only thing that’s
standing between the people of
Gaza and a cease-fire is Hamas,”
Blinken said. “They have to
decide quickly.”

Israel may be willing to com-
promise on the number of
hostages freed in an initial phase
of  any deal, Israeli media report-
ed last week. Hamas had said it
can’t free 40 women, elderly or
sick captives as demanded in
return for a six-week cease-fire
because it doesn’t have enough
hostages in that category.

Blinken’s first stop in his lat-
est trip to the region is Saudi
Arabia, where the U.S. is eager
to see the forging of  diplomatic
ties with Israel.

Work between the kingdom
and the U.S. is “very close to
completion,” he said. Further
progress in restoring full ties
between Saudi Arabia and
Israel requires peace in Gaza
and a roadmap for the creation
of  a future Palestinian state, he
said.

The top U.S. diplomat spoke
amid a blitz of  meetings, includ-
ing with foreign ministers of
Gulf  Cooperation Council coun-
tries and representatives from
Egypt, Jordan and Qatar, among
others.

Blinken is also due to travel to
Jordan and Israel in his push for
the cease-fire deal, after months
of  deadlocked talks between the
Jewish state and Hamas.

U.S.: Decision needed on truce

Artists
will create
and display
pieces on
Saturday

Plein
air event
set in
honor of
Ronald

Qatar and Egypt have mediated
talks regarding hostage release



Failed to appear
Two people were arrest-

ed recently for failing to
appear in court.

Amanda G. Shrout, 46,
235 E. Windsor St., Mont-
pelier, was arrested Satur-
day. She is charged in Jay
Superior Court with two
Level 6 felonies for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine
and possession of  a nar-
cotic drug, as well as a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. Shrout failed to appear
April 16 in court. She was
being held on a $5,000
bond in Jay County Jail.

Joshua R. Allen, 37, 272
Pickett Road, Union City,
Ohio, was arrested Thurs-
day. He’s charged in Jay
Superior Court with a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine
and a Class B misde-

meanor for possession of
marijuana. Allen failed to
appear Sept. 12 in court.
He was being held without
bond in Jay County Jail.
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Gregory W. LeMaster
for Indiana House District 33

• Attorney in Practice in the district 
since 2002.  Married, Father of 
6, and Grandfather to 5
• Fair Property Taxes for families 
and all industries. Work to better 
fund our towns and cities.
• 
stop government picking winners and losers.
• Focus on Families and Family Housing 
as an investment that is never wasted.   
• Encourage access to health 
care by limiting liability of small 
independent family doctors.
• Protect Hoosiers from AI, genetic 
manipulation, and bring search and 
seizure law into the digital age.  
• 
people, skilled trades, and  professionals 
return to the community.  Lets encourage 
this with all our might and rededicate 
ourselves to rebuild our communities 
for the next generation of families.
• See more on at: www.lemaster.
law or on Facebook.  

Paid for by the Gregory W. LeMaster for House District 33 Candidates Committee

JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum) Cost. .. $1.56 per foot
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION CONDITIONS:

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N, PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, call 726-8701 

 

    
     

     

      
   
 

    

FOR

DOUG HORN

ivrirxe
flkillw

ENIMM
NORTH DISTRICT

COMMMIISSSIONEERR
• Life-long resident and farmer
• Past Jay County Farm Bureau
President

• Past Adams County Co-op Board
Member
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Continued from page 1
(Claude Monet and Pierre-Auguste

Renoir are among the more famous
plein air painters.) She felt it was a
natural fit.

“We’re always looking for new and
interesting things to try, and obvious-
ly we wanted to honor Jack,” said
Carducci, adding that Arts Place
could host a similar event out of  its
Blackford County center next year.
“He had been very committed to Arts
Place and the arts in Jay County.”

Plans for Saturday involve artists
checking in at Arts Place from 8 to 9
a.m. and then painting on location for
the day.

Following the pattern from the
Richmond event, Arts Place is provid-
ing a list of  suggested painting loca-
tions including Hudson Family Park,
Portland’s arch bridge, Floral Hall at
Jay County Fairgrounds, Loblolly
Marsh Nature Preserve, Bearcreek
Farms, Jay County Courthouse, Port-
land Golf  Club, Church of  the Most
Holy Trinity and the Fort Recovery
State Historic Site.

“Artists can paint wherever they

want to,” Connie said. “It’s gonna be
interesting to see where people decide
to go.”

“We have a lot of  beautiful and his-
torical things in Jay County,” said
Carducci.

Once their works are complete,
artists will return to Arts Place
where a meal will be provided to them
in the late afternoon. They will set up
their creations in Goodrich Hall at
Arts Place and will also be allowed to
bring other works to display. The
exhibit and sale — each artist will be

responsible for handling their own
transactions and Arts Place is not
charging any commission — will be
open to the public from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

An award ceremony — visitors to
the exhibit can vote for a People’s
Choice winner and there will also be
winners selected by Portland Mayor
Jeff  Westlake and the Alcove Artists
— will be at 6:20 p.m.

Arts Place will continue to accept
registrations — the form is available
at myartsplace.org — this week until
the limit of  25 painters is reached.
The event is open to anyone, from stu-
dents to amateur artists to profes-
sionals. (Artists are responsible for
bringing their own supplies, includ-
ing easels for painting and exhibit-
ing.)

“This is just to appreciate the fact
that people like to go out and draw
and paint,” said Connie. “No require-
ments for skill levels. I have no idea
who’s going to show up. …

“I really hope that some of  them
work in places where people can
come and see. I also hope people come
and see the results.”

Barbara Broering
May 19, 1943-April 26, 2024

Barbara A. Broering, age 80, of
Burkettsville, Ohio, died on Fri-
day, April 26, 2024, at The Gar-
dens at St. Henry.

She was born May 19, 1943, in
Shelby County, to the late Her-
bert and Lucille (Wesbecher)
Sommer. On Nov. 21, 1964, she
married her husband Elmer C.
Broering. Elmer preceded Barb
in death on May 17, 2023.

Barb is survived by five chil-
dren and their spouses, Marvin
and Jenny Broering of  Bur-
kettsville, Greg and Brenda

Broering of  Port-
land, Indiana,
Sandy and Ron
Post of  St. Henry,
Ohio, Vicki and
Steve Knapke of
St. Henry, and
Cara and Mark
Koesters of  Bell-
brook, Ohio.
Other surviving family members
include 23 grandchildren and 16
great-grandchildren, as well as a
sister, Marilyn Fortkamp; and in-
laws Linda Sommer, Mary and
Louis Grieshop, Paul and Karen
Broering, Luke and Barb Broer-
ing, Janice Broering, Robert and

Betty Broering, Jean and Orville
Borgert, Wally and Shirley
Broering, and Denny and Sharon
Ontrop.

In addition to her parents and
husband, Barb was preceded in
death by a brother, Bill Sommer;
and in-laws Lee Fortkamp, Don
Broering, Irene and George
Speelman, Esther Ontrop, Ver-
non Gehret and Nancy Broering;
as well as her father and mother-
in-law, Lawrence and Stella
Broering.

Barb was a member of  St.
Bernard Catholic Church in Bur-
kettsville. She was very talented
with knitting, Swedish weaving

and sewing. She loved vacation-
ing with her husband at their
place in Florida. She loved spend-
ing time with her grandchildren
and great grandchildren. 

Mass of  Christian Burial will
be held 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
April 30, 2024, at St. Bernard
Catholic Church. Following the
funeral mass, burial will take
place in the St. Bernard Ceme-
tery in Burkettsville. Friends
may call on Monday, April 29,
from 4 to 8 p.m. and on Tuesday
from 9 to 10 a.m. at the
Hogenkamp Funeral Home in St.
Henry. 

The family requests that in

lieu of  flowers and gifts, memori-
al contributions may be made to
EverHeart Hospice or the Cancer
Association of  Mercer County.

Condolences may be expressed
at hogenkampfh.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Plein ...

Obituaries

Broering

‘This is just
to appreciate

the fact that people
like to go out and
draw and paint.’

—Connie Ronald

Tuesday
Broering, Barbara: 10:30

a.m., St. Bernard Catholic

Church, 71 Main St., Bur-

kettsville, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Felony arrests

Lost control
A Bryant man drove

off  Indiana 18 about 6:23
p.m. Wednesday, causing
him to be thrown from
his motorcycle and sus-
tain a head injury.

Marlon W. Geisel, 61,
was driving his 1983
Suzuki Family east on
the highway when he
veered off  the south side
of  the road and into the
stone-lined shoulder. As
he attempted to get back
onto the road, his vehicle
hit the asphalt — it’s
approximately an inch
and a half  higher, accord-
ing to a Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office report — and
threw Geisel off  the bike.

Geisel submitted to a
blood alcohol test with
results pending. He
bruised his head, accord-
ing to the report.

Geisel’s vehicle was
towed, with damage esti-
mated at less than $1,000.

Pole struck
A Portland man was

arrested for drunk driving
after he hit a pole at the
intersection of  Seventh
and Shank streets in Port-
land about 10:54 p.m. Fri-
day.

Raul Santis-Jimenez, 24,
was driving a 2016 Nissan
Altima and turning east
from Shank Street onto
Seventh Street when he
struck the pole. He was
administered a blood alco-
hol test and preliminarily
charged with a Class A
misdemeanor for operat-

ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated and a Class C misde-
meanor for operating a
vehicle without a license
Santis-Jimenez was
booked into Jay County
Jail on a $1,500 bond.

The vehicle he was driv-
ing — it’s registered to
Madison Payton of  WIn-
chester — was towed, with
damage estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Backing accident
A Portland man backed

the car he was driving
into another Portland
man’s car, causing an
accident at the intersec-
tion of  Race and Meridi-
an streets about noon
Sunday.

Gregory Ashley, 61,
Portland, was driving his
2003 Jeep Liberty west on
Race Street. He stopped
behind a 2013 Nissan
Altima, driven by 20-
year-old Filiberto
Gimenez of  Portland, at
the road’s intersection
with Meridian Street.
Gimenez began backing
up and struck Ashley’s
car.

Gimenez was cited
with infractions for driv-
ing without a license and
operating a vehicle with-
out proof  of  financial
responsibility. The vehi-
cle he was driving is reg-
istered to Flor Padilla of
Hammond.

Damage is estimated
between $1,000 and
$2,500. Ashley’s car had
no damage, according to
the report.

Capsule Reports

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board park walk-
through, beginning at
Hudson Family Park
amphitheater parking
lot.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414 Flo-
ral Ave., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.34
May corn .................4.34
Wheat ......................4.99

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.49
May corn..................4.49
June corn .................4.49

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.32
May corn..................4.32
Beans ......................11.71

May beans ..............11.71
Wheat ...................... 5.69

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.23
May corn..................4.25
Beans ......................11.60
May beans ..............11.62
Wheat ......................5.66

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.33
May corn..................4.36
Beans ......................11.45
May beans ..............11.55
Wheat ......................5.45

In 1789, George
Washington gave his
first inaugural address
to Congress in Federal
Hall, New York City.
Newly elected as presi-
dent, Washington had
not sought the office
and agreed to the
request from his con-
stituents.

In 1859, “A Tale of
Two Cities” by Charles
Dickens is published
for the first time,
appearing in literary
periodical “All the Year
Round.”

In 1933, Willie Nel-
son was born in Abbott,
Texas. An American
country singer and
songwriter, Nelson’s
hits over the years have
included “Highway-

man,” “Always on My
Mind” and “lay Me
Down.”

In 1939, the National
Broadcasting Company
hosted the first public
television broadcast in
the United States at
New York World’s Fair.

In 1975, Saigon fell,
spelling the end of  the
Vietnam War. 

In 1993, tennis star
Monica Seles was
stabbed by a German
fan of  her opponent’s
while in a match in
Hamburg. Seles was
the youngest woman to
win the French Open in
1990. She recovered
physically but wouldn’t
return to play for
another two years.

— The CR

CR almanac

79/58 83/64 76/54 71/52 74/58
Mostly

sunny skies
on Wednes-
day, when the
high will be
around 79.

Another
small chance
of showers
under mostly
sunny skies.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain on Sat-
urday. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Mostly
sunny on
Thursday as
well, with a
high forecasted
in the low 80s.

Rain is
expected Fri-
day with a 60%
chance of thun-
derstorms.
Mostly cloudy
late.

Wednesday
5/1

Thursday
5/2

Friday
5/3 

Saturday
5/4

Sunday
5/5

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$164 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$257 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-7-4
Daily Four: 6-9-7-6
Evening
Daily Three: 2-1-7
Daily Four: 8-9-6-1
Quick Draw: 5-6-7-13-

18-22-23-30-33-34-53-58-62-

63-66-68-71-72-76-77
Cash 5: 1-26-36-42-43
Estimated jackpot:

$145,500

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-4-5
Pick 4: 4-9-9-4
Pick 5: 5-7-0-2-7
Evening
Pick 3: 1-6-8
Pick 4: 1-9-4-3
Pick 5: 8-3-5-7-3
Rolling Cash 5: 11-18-

23-29-33
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for

Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early

for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addition that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
rarely says “thank you” and
almost never apologizes for
anything. The other day, I was
at an office party to which fam-
ily members were not invited. I
brought home a plate of  food
for my husband, for which he
refused to thank me when I
hinted that a “thanks” might
be nice, especially since it was
dinnertime. 

The office “lunch” had been
hours ago, and I had brought
nothing for myself. He said
because I hadn’t come home

when I said I would, he didn’t
feel the need to thank me.
When I told him it’s common
courtesy to thank people, he
continued arguing and eventu-
ally threw the plate of  food
across the room. Now he won’t

apologize for that either. He
feels he was justified in throw-
ing the food. 

Abby, my husband is a col-
lege professor and well-educat-
ed, yet he often overlooks com-
mon courtesy. He usually
walks fast and ahead of  me
when we’re going places. He
never says, “You look nice,”
and he leaves the house with-
out mentioning where he is
going. 

It doesn’t concern him that it
upsets me, as he is convinced
that he is right about every-

thing. The food-throwing is an
extreme example of  his behav-
ior, but it has me concerned
about his mental health at this
point. Advice, please. —
NEVER THANKED IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR NEVER THANKED:
Your husband’s mental
health is fine. What you
have described in detail is
not new behavior. The pro-
fessor has been an educated
boor for years and is clearly
unwilling to change. I would
question YOUR judgment

for having tolerated his dis-
respectful behavior for the
length of  time you have
because he has shown you
repeatedly that your feel-
ings are of  little conse-
quence to him.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

on SAVINGS

INSIDEINSIDE

Run a quarter-page
color ad in all four
of our newspapers

The Commercial Review (Portland), the News Gazette
(Winchester), The News-Times (Hartford City) and The News and

Sun (Dunkirk)

for $475.

Space for color is limited.
Ads will automatically convert to black and white

if color space is not available.

Rates do not apply to special sections
Ads must run in May

Call (260) 726-8141 or email
ads@thecr.com

Make your business
grow with 3x6 specials

Run all of the following
Three 3x6 ads in The Commercial Review

Two 3x6 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x6 ad in The News Times

One 3x6 ad in The News and Sun

for $400
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By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Our pregnancy was the
longest 39 weeks of  our
lives.

The next four were the
fastest.

If  my daughter would
have been born prior to the
first of  this year, I wouldn’t
have gotten paternity leave
through my employer.

I could have utilized the
Family Medical Leave Act,
but it would have been
without pay. Certainly, I
could have burned my
vacation time to ensure
Chrissy and I didn’t go
without our full income.
But then it would have
made things difficult
should I have to take a sick
day for myself  or Baby
Schanz.

It would have made
adjusting to our new lives
incredibly difficult. Turns
out, it wouldn’t have been
nearly enough time, either.

I work in the marketing
department for a PVC roof-
ing membrane manufactur-
er. (Our roof  was recently
installed on sections of  Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School.)

After being a family-
owned company for more
than four decades, the deci-
sion was made in early 2023
to sell to a Switzerland-
based firm making aggres-
sive moves to break into the
North American construc-
tion market.

Because of  the acquisi-
tion, the Swiss and Euro-
pean benefits have started
to make their way across

the pond. As a result, I was
granted four weeks paid
paternity leave.

I’m not sure we could
have made it without the
full four weeks. It wouldn’t
have been enough time to
settle at home as a family of
three, create a routine and,
most importantly, figure
out how to raise a child.

For example, breastfeed-
ing. My wife wants to try to
breastfeed for our baby’s
first year — hello … have
you SEEN the prices of  for-
mula?!

I’ll spare the details, but
our daughter was never
able to latch on to feed effi-
ciently. Therefore, we had
to introduce a silicone
shield to aid with feeding.

As with everything asso-
ciated with a newborn,
using it properly came with
a steep learning curve. Fol-
lowing long, sleepless
nights of  trial and error in
Baby Schanz’s early days,

we discovered it took both
of  us to ensure she could
feed effectively.

Therefore, having me at
home for four weeks was
indeed a necessity.

And that’s just the main
reason. 

There’s being at home to
make sure we’re able to
give one another breaks to
try to sleep; staying on top
of  the normal, day-to-day
house duties so they don’t
fall (too far) behind; run-
ning errands to get must-
have things for the baby
(because you can have baby
showers and take shopping
trips to prepare everything
you “think” you’ll need,
only to have something pop
up you forgot, or didn’t
imagine you’d need).

The list goes on.
I just know I’m fortunate

to have gotten that time.
While it was beneficial

and necessary for me to be
at home with my wife and

our child, it was also the
strangest time in my life to
be not working — yet still
getting paid — for such a
long time.

Never in my adult life
have I not had to work for so
long. I know my paternity
leave is a “benefit” of  the
job, but part of  me still felt I
was stealing those pay-
checks.

I felt guilty to leave my
colleagues in the marketing
department to handle my
duties. It didn’t feel right
being away for the extend-
ed period.

My team and I were
grateful when I returned to
work, but unfortunately my
guilt has shifted toward my
spouse instead of  my
coworkers.

Even though I can work
from home three days a
week until our daughter
goes to daycare, I have a
feeling of  remorse for not
being as hands-on as I was

previously. On the days I
work from home, I can step
away if  I need to in order to
help with the baby.

It’s the days I have to go
into the office when the
shame is the strongest;
Chrissy’s at home left to
her own devices. I know
she’s capable of  caring for
our child on her own. The
problem is, she shouldn’t
have to be. I wish I had
more time with nothing to
worry about but for the
three of  us to bond togeth-
er.

It’s not lost on me that I
was lucky to have that time
in the first place. It’s just
that my four weeks of
paternity leave went by
entirely too fast.

••••••••••
Chris Schanz is a former

CR sports editor embarking
on a new journey as a father.
You can reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.c
om.

Time at home with baby went by too fast
Parental

Ponderings

Husband lashes out at wife after she asks for thanks

Dear
Abby
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The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

Most everyone can appreciate
the convenience of  waterproof
and non-stick products.

But at what cost to public
health and the environment?

Indiana Attorney General
Todd Rokita has filed a lawsuit
against 22 companies in the
state that, allegedly, have tried
to conceal their longtime use of
“forever chemicals” and the
potential cost to human health.

Defendants in the lawsuit
include heavy hitters such as 3M
Company, DuPont, Corteva, Unit
ed Technologies and Carrier
Global.

The lawsuit was filed in Shel-
by County because a 2022 probe
at the Army Aviation Support
Facility there linked forever
chemical contamination to use
of  AFFF foam for firefighter
training. The foam has also

been linked to soil, sediment,
surface water and groundwater
contamination near fire train-
ing areas at Grissom Air
Reserve Base and Fort Ben-
jamin Harrison.

PFAS, or forever chemicals,
have been directly connected to
kidney cancer, organ dysfunc-
tion, endocrine system disrup-
tion, immune system suppres-
sion, reproductive abnormali-
ties and childhood developmen-
tal issues.

Among other uses, forever
chemicals render cookware
non-stick and carpeting, cloth-

ing and cosmetics stain-resis-
tant and waterproof.

Forever chemicals were first
used in household products in the
1940s and over the past eight
decades have seeped into our soil
and water supplies — not to men-
tion our bodies. The chemicals
are now found in the blood of  peo-
ple and animals across the planet,
as well as in the food supply and a
wide array of  consumer prod-
ucts.

Rokita maintains that some
manufacturers in Indiana have
used forever chemicals recklessly,
flouting public health concerns.

The lawsuit contends that,
while the companies “knew or
should have known about the
risks associated with PFAS-con-
taining products, “they market-
ed, sold and distributed contami-
nated products to Hoosiers
“while concealing the dangers”
and “affirmatively distorting

and/or suppressing their knowl-
edge and the scientific evidence
linking their products to the
unreasonable dangers those prod-
ucts pose.”

Furthermore, Rokita says the
companies violated state and fed-
eral environmental regulations
and ran afoul of  Indiana con-
sumer protection laws.

Similar lawsuits are being filed
in some other states in the after-
math of  the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s recent establish-
ment of  new drinking water stan-
dards designed to limit exposure
to forever chemicals.

The new EPA rule requires
monitoring within five years of
six different forever chemicals in
public water systems and mitiga-
tion if  the chemicals are found to
be above the allowable level.

Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management public
drinking water testing over the

past few years has revealed forev-
er chemicals levels that exceed
the EPA’s health advisory in 24
counties: Bartholomew, Car-
roll, Cass, Clark, Crawford, Decat
ur, Elkhart, Floyd, Gibson, Harri-
son, Jackson, Jefferson, John-
son, Lake, LaPorte, Madison, Mar
ion, Perry, Posey, Scott, St.
Joseph, Sullivan, Vigo and War-
rick.

Rokita’s office is targeting com-
panies that not only used forever
chemicals at “toxic levels” but
hid internal research about harm
to consumers.

Hoosiers have the right to
know the environmental and pub-
lic health costs of  using products
containing forever chemicals.

Rokita is doing the right thing
by holding almost two dozen com-
panies operating in Indiana
accountable for hiding those
costs, allegedly, in order to sell
their products.

Rokita right to target chemicals

By JON FORD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

As the digital age acceler-
ates, Indiana finds itself  at
the focal point of  a new
kind of  gold rush — a rush
to locate and power data
centers and microchip
manufacturing plants.
These modern-day mines
don’t extract ore; they
process and store the
lifeblood of  the 21st centu-
ry: data and microchips.
And just like the gold rush-
es of  old, this boom is
reshaping the landscape,
literally and economically.

The AI revolution, grown
out of  advancements in
machine learning and data
processing, has triggered a
surge in demand for data
centers. Amazon recently
announced it would invest
$150 billion in new data cen-
ters over the next 15 years.
Indiana, with its ample
space, central location, and
business-friendly policies,
has emerged as a prime
spot for these technological
hubs. But this rapid growth
brings an insatiable hunger
for one critical resource:
electricity.

Data centers are notori-
ous for their energy con-
sumption. They require
vast amounts of  electricity
to keep servers running
and maintain the con-
trolled environments nec-
essary to protect delicate
equipment from overheat-
ing. Indiana’s data center
industry is growing rapidly,
but this expansion is caus-
ing an increase in power
demand with the already
limited generation our
state produces. Experts
warn that Indiana is phas-
ing out fossil fuels too
quickly to keep up with the
increasing demand for
energy from the commer-
cial and consumer sectors.

This presents a conun-
drum for the Hoosier State.
The economic benefits of
hosting data centers are
clear: job creation, invest-
ment in local communities,
and bolstering the state’s
reputation as a tech-friend-
ly haven. However, Indi-
ana’s most abundant
and reliable power source
to power these projects
faces unprecedented early
retirements. With 12 coal
units slated for closure by
2028, Indiana leads the
nation in projected retire-
ments of  its baseload
power, dependable and dis-
patchable coal. Early retire-
ments will exacerbate the
rising electric rates as
many of  the proposed
retirements have not yet
been fully paid for by
ratepayers. Coal-fired gen-
eration can bridge the gap

of  what intermittent ener-
gy sources like solar and
wind cannot provide when
weather conditions do not
cooperate.

This retreat from Indi-
ana’s dependable, clean
coal has escalated electrici-
ty costs and pushed Indiana
into a precarious position
of  regularly purchasing
energy at volatile market
prices. Indiana has slipped
from boasting the fifth-low-
est cost of  electricity to a
middling 32nd nationally.
The repercussions of  this
descent are felt most acute-
ly by our residents, who
now face soaring utility
rates. Just this year, Duke
Energy requested a 16%
increase in customers’ elec-
tric rates, CenterPoint
Energy requested a 16.5%
increase and AES request-
ed 14%.

This puts Indiana at a
crossroads. The state must
strike a balance between
promoting technological
advancement and main-
taining reliable and afford-
able energy practices. This
is not just a matter of  pref-
erence but a critical need to
secure our economic future
and the well-being of  our
residents. Without our
state’s baseload power
source, clean coal, we risk
losing potential economic
opportunities while contin-
uing the trend of  soaring
consumer electric rates and
possible power outages.

In this modern-day gold
rush, Indiana’s economic
aspirations hinge on a sta-
ble and affordable power
supply. High-demand indus-
tries like microchip manu-
facturing and data centers
require an unprecedented
energy reserve. To secure
such industries and the
high-wage jobs they bring,
Indiana must consider a
moratorium on fossil fuel
fleet retirements until an
adequate supply of  dis-
patchable baseload power
is established to ensure
affordable and reliable elec-
tricity for Hoosier con-
sumers along with current
and future economic proj-
ects.

••••••••••
Ford is president of  Reli-

able Energy.
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization. Its
website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Power is key 
to the new rush

By DAVE ANDERSON
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

April is a good month to be think-
ing about poetry because it is Nation-
al Poetry Month in the United States.

Former New York Gov. Mario
Cuomo famously said, “You cam-
paign in poetry. You govern in prose.”
This brilliant formulation may be
how things should be. It may be how
things used to be.

Today, campaigns are soaked in lies
and negativity. They reflect poverty,
not poetry. No one governs in prose
either. Governance is a wild mixture
of  Hollywood, policy arguments, bat-
tle, horse trading and charisma.
Cuomo was getting at the point that
in campaigns the candidate must
inspire voters with a vision that
awakens them the way David Hume
in the 18th century awakened
Immanuel Kant from, as he said, his
dogmatic slumbers. Hume motivated
Kant to see that although all knowl-
edge of  the world does indeed begin
with sensation, our minds impose a
conceptual structure on every sensa-
tion we experience.

Campaigns today are more inclined
to convince you that the candidate’s
opponent is dangerous to democracy
or to grab you by the throat (or some
other bodily parts) and pit you
against the candidate’s opponent by
using a major wedge issue as if  it
were an ax. Candidates do tell you
things they intend to do, some of
which they may be able to do. But
most of  their promises rely on sup-
port from Congress, if  they are run-
ning for president, or the rest of  Con-
gress and the president if  they are
running for the House or the Senate.
You would think everyone was run-
ning for king based on how many
times they say what “I will do” when
they get into office.

There is no quick fix to the pathet-
ic nature or our campaigns, especial-
ly the truck loads of  money that are
needed to run them, or the dysfunc-
tional nature of  our system of  gover-
nance in Washington, D.C. Yet we
might start by taking a page from
Cuomo’s book and creating a tone in
our electoral politics that reminds us
of  poetry.

Now, poets of  course differ — there
are the classical poets like Pope and
the romantic poets like Wordsworth,
metaphysical poets with creative con-
ceits like John Donne, pure masters
of  the ear like Alfred Lord Tennyson.
The world’s greatest dramatist,
William Shakespeare, was also a
master of  the sonnet. Then there’s
20th century towering poets like T. S.
Eliot and William Butler Yeats, fierce
social and political poets like
Langston Hughes and Adrienne
Rich, poets of  depression like Sylvia
Plath, lone beautiful voices like
Emily Dickinson, and straightfor-
ward, graceful poets like Robert
Frost. And these are just the English-
speaking poets.

But whether they are complex or
graceful, racy, musical, rhymers or
poets of  free verse or blank verse,
they are not offensive, though they
may be jarring to the ear. And they
are always illuminating. Yes, cam-
paigns would be better if  they were
more illuminating and less intrusive,
destructive and offensive. Candidates
should also actually recite some poet-

ry. I did — when I started my cam-
paign in what became a high-profile
Democratic primary in Maryland
that my friend Jamie Raskin ulti-
mately won.

Former Minnesota Sen. Eugene
McCarthy was a poet, and he was
joined by the poet Robert Lowell on
the campaign trail in his race for
president. McCarthy, who was
against the Vietnam war, was elo-
quent and unlike Lyndon Johnson in
almost every way. Some memorable
lines:

•“This is, I say, the time for all good
men not to go to the aid of  their party,
but to come to the aid of  their coun-
try.”

•“We do not need presidents who
are bigger than the country, but
rather ones who speak for it and sup-
port it.”

•“I’m kind of  an accidental instru-
ment, really, through which I hope
that the judgment and the will of  this
nation can be expressed.”

My finance director convinced me
that reciting a poem at each fundrais-
er, where my aim was to change the
tone of  politics step by step, would
kill my campaign. So I caved and put
the poetry aside.

One part of  the strategy for chang-
ing our campaigns is thus to revisit
Cuomo’s dictum for how campaigns
should be — they should be poetry in
their tone and even include a bit of
poetry. Changing our system of  gov-
ernance is a much more complicated
and massive enterprise. But if  we can
change the tone of  our campaigns by
making them more poetic, then this
will help change the tone and the sub-
stance of  our system of  governance.

••••••••••
Anderson has taught at five univer-

sities and ran for the Democratic nom-
ination for a Maryland congressional
seat in 2016.

Our campaigns need poetry
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Three local students
were among the recipients
of  scholarships from a
health care organizations.

The Medical, Educa-
tional and Development
(MED) Foundation of
Mercer Health announced
$20,000 in scholarships for
high school students,
including for Fort Recov-
ery’s Allison Knapke,
Trevor Heitkamp and
Megan Evers.

Knapke plans to study
nursing to become a nurse
practitioner at Ohio State
University. Heitkamp will
pursue a degree in bio-
chemistry at Roberts Wes-
leyan University and
Evers plans to study radi-
ographic imaging at
Rhodes State College.

“We are pleased to
announce the recipients
of  the 2024 MED Founda-
tion Scholarships and to
highlight each of  their
educational journeys,”
Deb Hemmelgarn, MED
Foundation and volunteer
services director, said in a
press release. “We are
proud to support the goals
of  these aspiring students
in our community who
aim to contribute to the
future of  health care.”

The recipients were
selected based on academ-
ic performance, extracur-
ricular activities, volun-
teerism and plans for
higher education.

Book drive set
A bank with local

branches will hold a drive
in an effort to help
improve financial literacy.

First Financial Bank’s
book drive is scheduled
for May 6 through 24 at

various area locations.
The bank will accept

donations of  books at its
locations at:

•112 N. Meridian St.,
Portland

•211 W. Pearl St., Union
City

•101 W. Washington St.,
Hartford City

Following the drive,
books will be delivered to
area schools, libraries and
non-profit organizations
in the community.

“This will be a fun drive
for everyone involved, and
we’re looking forward to
filling every one of  these
book bins,” said First
Financial chief  corporate
responsibility officer Rod-
dell McCullough in a
press release. “Reading
and financial literacy
often go hand in hand, so
this is an opportunity to
team up with the commu-
nity to help our neighbors
improve their financial
wellbeing.”

A list of  recommended
books on finance will be
available in each financial
center. First Financial
also offers tools and
resources at
bankatfirst.com. 

Manager named
First Bank of  Berne

recently named Jayde
Ketring as its new
agribusiness banking
manager.

Ketring, who works out

of  the bank’s Bluffton
branch, started her
career in seed sales
before shifting to bank-
ing. She is a graduate of
Purdue University and
Southern Wells High
School.

“I am fully confident
that Jayde will lead First
Bank of  Berne’s agribusi-
ness division to new
heights of  success,” said
First Bank of  Berne pres-
ident and CEO Kent
Liechty in a press release.
“Her expert understand-
ing of  the unique chal-
lenges and opportunities
facing the agribusiness
industry are essential to
our ability to help clients
achieve financial goals
and sustainably grow
their operations.”

Hatchery granted
The U.S. Department of

Agriculture announced
funding last week for 23
clean energy projects,
including $534,225 for
Berne Hi-Way Hatchery.

The business will use
the grant to purchase and
install a 489.72 kilowatt
solar array. It is expected
to save nearly $64,000 in
energy costs annually.

“Clean energy is not
only important for the
well-being of  our planet,
but it is also crucial in
ensuring the prosperity
and sustainability of
rural Indiana. By invest-
ing in clean energy proj-
ects, we are not only pro-
tecting the environment
but also creating new
opportunities for our
communities,” Dr. Good-
in stated, “These projects
not only provide clean

energy solutions but also
create jobs and stimulate
local economies.”

Hosting walk
Adams Health Network

Foundation will host
March for Mental Health
from 5 to 6 p.m. Friday,
May 3, in support of
Adams Behavioral
Health.

The walk is three quar-
ters of  a mile around
Adams Memorial Hospi-
tal. It is intended to raise
awareness to break the
stigma with mental
health needs.

Hosting seminar
Indiana District Export

Council, the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Commerce and
the Northeast

Indiana Regional Part-
nership will host a semi-
nar May 8 regarding busi-
ness opportunities with
the Association of  South-
east Asian Nations
(ASEAN).

The event will feature
Ted Osius, president and
CEO of  U.S. ASEAN Busi-
ness Council and Scott
Glaze, chairman and CEO
of  Fort Wayne Metals.
Tickets are available at
indianadec.org.

Training scheduled
ServSafe training will

be held monthly at John
Jay Center for Learning
in Portland through June.

Training sessions are
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday May 21 and
June 18. The certification
course is open to all food
service employees and
emphasizes safe food- and
beverage-handling prac-

tices to minimize the risk
of  food-borne illnesses.

For more information,
or to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Lilly acquires
Eli Lilly and Company

announced plans last week
for Lilly to acquire a man-
ufacturing facility from
Nexus Pharmaceuticals.

Lilly is purchasing a
facility in Pleasant
Prairie, Wisconsin. It will
expand the company’s
global parenteral
(injectable) product manu-
facturing network.

“The acquisition of  this
state-of-the-art facility
underscores our unwaver-
ing commitment to growth
and innovation, and we
look forward to welcoming
talented new Nexus col-
leagues to Lilly from the
Pleasant Prairie facility,”
said Edgardo Hernandez,
Lilly executive vice presi-
dent and president for
manufacturing, in a press
release. “We are investing
boldly to serve our
patients, to meet product
demand and to build capa-
bilities for our robust
pipeline of  the future.”

Meetings scheduled
The Indiana Office of

Energy Development will
host a series of  meetings
as part of  the process of
planning, designing and
implementing a federally
funded home energy
rebate program.

The office will be seek-
ing public input on the
rebate, for which imple-
mentation is planned for
the fall.

A virtual kickoff  meet-

ing is set for 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30. (Regis-
ter by visiting
in.gov/oed.)

In-person meetings will
be held at four locations
around the state in May
and June. Meetings
include 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
June 11, in Indianapolis,
and 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
June 25, in Fort Wayne.
(Specific locations have
not yet been announced.)

“We are seeking
engagement with
Hoosiers across the state
so that we can reach as
many qualified appli-
cants as possible when
these programs are made
available,” said Ryan
Hadley, executive direc-
tor of  the Indiana Office
of  Energy Development.
“Input is a critical ele-
ment to ensure we devel-
op a robust and well-run
program.”

A virtual closing ses-
sion will be held at 6:30
p.m. June 27.

Adding option
Greater Indiana and

Southwest Michigan
McDonald’s locations
have added the Bacon
Cajun Ranch McCrispy
sandwiches to their
menu.

The sandwich features
Southern-style fried
chicken, Cajun ranch
sauce, bacon and pickles
on a toasted potato roll. It
will be available for a lim-
ited time.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Mercer Health awards scholarships
Business
roundup

By MATTHEW MEDSGER
Boston Herald
Tribune News Service

The Federal Communications
Commission has approved a rule
which will reclassify broadband
internet as a telecommunications
service subject to federal over-
sight, reestablishing the so-called
“ net neutrality” policy done
away with under the Trump
Administration.

In a 3–2 vote taken Thursday,
the nation’s top communications
regulators ruled that broadband
internet is a communications
tool of  the same type as the serv-
ice delivered by old-fashioned
copper telephone lines and there-
fore subject to Title II of  the Com-
munications Act of  1934.

“We know that broadband is a
necessity and not a luxury, we
know that it is an essential serv-
ice. And when a consumer has a
problem with it, they should be
able to reach out to the nation’s
expert on communications and
get the help they need. They

should be able to count on a
national net neutrality policy
that is grounded in the law and
history of  the United States,”
FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosen-
worcel said before the commis-
sion’s vote.

Following the vote, Jonathan
Spalter, president and CEO
of  broadband trade group UST-
elecom, said the U.S. broadband
industry is now at a crossroads.

“These 400-plus pages of  relent-
less regulation are proof  positive
that old orthodoxies die hard —
even when the cost is failing to

achieve internet for all. Our
nation has a stark choice: Do we
move forward together and con-
nect everyone or dial it all back?
Just two and a half  short years
ago we stood together for univer-
sal connectivity. Title II does
nothing to advance that shared
objective.”

FCC Commissioner Brendan
Carr voted against the rule,
describing it as an “unlawful
power grab” on the part of  the
Biden Administration.

“The internet in America has
thrived in the absence of  1930s

command and control regulation
by

the government. Indeed, bipar-
tisan consensus emerged early on
that the government should not
regulate

the internet like Ma Bell’s cop-
per line telephone monopoly,”
Carr said.

Massachusetts’ junior senator,
U.S. Sen. Ed Markey, held a press
conference after the rule’s pas-
sage, noting the nation had gone
for more than six years without
any oversight of  a now-vital com-
munications tool.

“It is day 2,321 that it took for us
to get to today,” Markey
said. “Republicans and their
industry allies will no longer be
able to bask in their victory in
2017.”

The new FCC rule, as written,
reinstates net neutrality rules
established under then-President
Barack Obama in 2015. Trump’s
FCC chair, Ajit Pai, led the com-
mission to do away with the rule
in 2017.

Net neutrality, to hear Markey
explain it, is not a government
power grab but a consumer pro-
tection measure designed to pre-
vent internet providers from
choosing which content makes it
through to customers and how
fast it’s delivered. Without it,
internet providers get to select
which content works and which
doesn’t, he said.

“This is an antitrust issue,”
Markey said.

The new rule will be published
in the Federal Register and take
effect in 60 days.

Net neutrality to return following vote
‘We know that broadband is
a necessity and not a luxury,

we know that it is an essential service.’
—Jessica Rosenworcel, FCC chairwoman
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CLASSIFIED ADS
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Tuesday, April 30, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  310 Broadway
St. , Pennville IN  Satur-

day Morning
MAY 4th, 2024
AT 9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE – 270 E
Liberty Street:
PARCEL #1:

Lot size is 130’ x 150’.
There is a structure on
this parcel that has a

new metal roof.
Parcel #2:  Corner of

North Street and Water
Street:

This is an empty lot that
is 49’ x 148’.

For more information
contact LOY REAL

ESTATE 260-726-2700
or Gary Loy Auctioneer

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

– OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS

Kenmore Elite 3 door
refrigerator; Kenmore
Oasis HE washer and
dryer; 5 pc. king size
bedroom suit; Tonka

cement mixer; Precious
Moments figurines;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF MICKEY MOUSE
ITEMS: Snow globes,

candy dispensers,
mugs, bobble heads,
banks, just to name a

few.  Cabbage
Patch dolls in original
boxes; Texaco oil can;
and many other items

not listed.
2007 CHRYSLER
ASPEN -TOOLS

2007 Chrysler Aspen
Limited 4 door vehicle

with 5.7 liter Hemi
engine, 1974 Suzuki dirt
bike, (3) storage trailers;
Honda 350 motorcycle;
Snap On tool box with
tray; basement jacks;

single plow; metal cart;
chain link fence; and
many other items not

listed.
NEIL & WAUNETA

KEGERREIS, Deceased
By Nathaniel and Phillip

Kegerreis
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 

Travis Theurer 
AU11200131

Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,

2024
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of

Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,

MAY 2ND, 2024. 
SKID LOADER - TRAC-

TORS – ATTACH-
MENTS

International 5488 Trac-
tor CHA FWA 6915 hrs.
Massey Ferguson 180

Tractor with Multi-
power. Oliver ’88 Tractor
with Loader. JCT rotary
mower. JCT Backhoe
attachment. Hyd. post

hole auger with 18” and
12” bits. Tree shear. 78”

4 in 1 Bucket.
VEHICLES-TRAILERS-
COLLECTABLES-MISC.
2002 Dodge 2500 4x4
with 9’ Boss V-Plow.
Reman engine and

transmission. 20,000
miles. 2004 Ford Bucket

truck.
2003 Great Dane 48’

Dry Van Semi trailer. JD
D-105 riding mower with
38” cut and bagger. Stihl
chainsaw, weed eaters,
blower. Lazer levels and
transits. Rollaway tool-
boxes. Shop and hand
tools. Power tools. Old
signs. Old gas cans.

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR

GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-

tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
Sunday Afternoon

May 5th, 2024
12:30 P.M..

MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD &amp;
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak dining room table

with 2 extra boards and
6 chairs; dresser; Oak
roll top desk with chair;
Oak file cabinets; Oreck

sweeper; Ping golf
clubs; egg basket; metal
flower baskets; cement
bench; and many other

items not listed. 
LUMBER - TOOLS

Oak Lumber (several
boards); Gen Pro 6X

270 – 5000 watt genera-
tor; Jet Dust Collector;
Bostitch nailer; Crafts-
man 1 hp sander; Stihl
sander; Black &amp;
Decker battery weed

eater;
aluminum extension lad-
der; Black &amp; Deck-
er electric blower; post
jobbers; sprinkler; and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 11:00
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
DR THOMAS & DEBBIE

BANTA
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY May 18th,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 7052 W 350

S. Dunkirk IN
Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for

private showing phone
auctioneers.

REAL ESTATE
2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of

finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40

Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES

– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna

Force 5 horse power
twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-

net. Snap-on Freon
machine. 10” Delta table

saw. 
ANTIQUES – FURNI-

TURE - MISC
Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 
PUBLIC AUCTION

TWO VERY NICE AUC-
TIONS, 

ONE LOCATION
SATURDAY May 11,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN

TRACTOR -FARM
ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.

3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar

mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug

and other crocks.
Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with

laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars

years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and

wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and

fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. # AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND The
Portland Water Park is
accepting applications
for CERTIFIED life-
guards for the 2024 sea-
son.  The guards need to
be certified in Lifeguard-
ing, CPR and First Aid
Training and Aquatic
Attraction.   Starting rate
for lifeguards will be paid
$14/hr with additional
pay for returning guards
based on prior year of
service. Additional posi-
tions at Portland Water
Park to include conces-
sion stand. No certifica-
tion is required. Starting
rate for concession stand
is $13/hr with additional
pay for returning employ-
ees based on prior year
of service. The Water
Park is open 7 days per
week and employees will
be expected to work
weekends. Applications
are available at Portland
City Hall, city website:
thecityofportland.net  or
Portland Water Park
Facebook page. Season
will begin May 25th till
mid to late August. Appli-
cations will be accepted
at City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, until Fri-
day, May 3rd at 4:00p.m.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 
PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.

We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time
29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys golf vs. Wapahani – 4:30
p.m.; Baseball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.; Girls ten-
nis vs. Muncie Central – 5 p.m.; Softball vs. South
Adams – 5 p.m.; Track at Woodlan – 5:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high baseball vs. Mississinewa – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track county meet at Coldwa-

ter – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball at New Knoxville – 5 p.m.;
Softball at Anna – 5 p.m.; Junior high track county
meet at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Ver-
sailles – 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Jay County — Junior high softball vs. Elwood –

5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League: Real
Madrid at Bayern Munich (CBS)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Philadelphia 76ers
at New York Knicks (TNT)

9:15 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup:

America Pachuca (FS1)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at San

Diego Padres (Bally Indiana)

Wednesday
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League: PSG at

Borussia Dortmund (CBS)
4 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at San

Diego Padres (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Miami Heat at

Boston Celtics (TNT)
10 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Dallas Mavericks

at Los Angeles Clippers (TNT)
10:15 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup:

Columbus Crew at Monterrey (FS1)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The boys gathered 88.5

points to beat four teams,
but Wapahani ran away
with the top spot with 146.5
points.

The girls’ 92 points put
some distance between the
Patriots and the bottom
three teams, but couldn’t
overcome the host Trojans
with 108.

The boys walked away
with two individual victo-
ries. Adam Alig earned the
top spot in the 110-meter
hurdles with a time of  16.1
seconds, while Garrett
Hidy claimed the long jump
with a mark of  18 feet, 3.75
inches.

The girls took first place
in five events. Morgan
DeHoff  had the strongest
day, winning both the 100
hurdles (17.3 seconds) and
300 hurdles (51.8 seconds).
She was also on the 4x100
relay team with Matilda
Mende, Jenna Dues and

Ariel Beiswanger that fin-
ished first in 51.8 seconds.

Molly Muhlenkamp
earned the other individual
victory with a jump of  4
feet, 10 inches, in the high
jump.

Aixa Lopez, Mya Kun-
kler, Cash Hollowell and
Makinsey Murphy took the
top spot in the 4x400 relay
in 4 minutes, 29 seconds.

Pats nearly split
NEW CASTLE — The

Jay County junior varsi-
ty girls tennis team fin-
ished 8-7 overall on Satur-
day in a 7-team invita-
tional at New Castle.

Faith Fualkner
claimed two of  those
wins out of  the No. 2 sin-
gles position. She started
her day with an 8-2 win
over an opponent from
Blue River before beating
Shenandoah’s No. 2 play-
er by the same score. She
dropped her third match

8-2 to a player from East
Central.

The No. 1 doubles pair of
Audrey Muhlenkamp and
Courtney Harris as well as
the No. 2 doubles duo of
Kenzie Tobe and Lauren
Fisher finished 2-1 on the
day.

Muhlenkamp and Harris
dropped their first match to
New Castle 8-5 before
pulling off  wins against
Knightstown 8-2 and East
Central 8-4.

Tobe and Fisher swept
Knightstown 8-0 to open the
day, but lost to East Central
8-4 after. They finished the
invitational with an 8-4 win
over Shenandoah.

Raylah Newton and Trin-
ity Glassford both finished
1-2 out of  the No. 1 singles
spot and No. 3 singles posi-
tion, respectively.

Paul Dirksen powers
The Jay County Junior

High School coed tennis

team opened its season
against Adams Central on
Saturday, going 5-13 on the
day.

Despite suffering from a
broken right thumb, Paul
Dirksen was the only Patri-
ot with multiple wins on
the day. His first victory
came from a doubles match
with Josh Brown, which
the pair won 8-2. The next
win came with Grady
Warvel. They took the
match 8-1.

Henry Dirksen and Mad-
die Clark played in the most
dominant match, sweeping
their opponents 8-0.

Claudia Dirksen and
Kaitlyn Fisher teamed up
for an 8-3 win.

The other victory came
from Maria Laux and Elly
Byrum in their second ever
match. They won 8-1 after
dropping the opener 8-6.

Jay County struggled in
singles matches as the Jets
took all nine contests.

Roundup ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Paul Dirksen hits a left-handed volley
during the Jay County Junior High School tennis match
against Adams Central on Saturday. Despite having a
broken right thumb, Dirksen pulled off two wins.

Continued from page 8
“I think he’s got a rare ability to

separate at the top of  routes,” Ste-
ichen said. “He’s got an arsenal
of  releases versus press man
(coverage), you can see it show up
on tape. The guy had 11 touch-
downs (last season). I think he
averaged 14.4 yards a catch. The
guy is a competitor. To get him
where we got him, I couldn’t be
more fired up about it.”

Steichen was also effusive
about Latu, the 15th overall pick
and first defensive player picked.

He had 23.5 sacks over two sea-
sons at UCLA after being med-
ically retired following a neck
injury suffered at Washington.

Latu gained clearance from Dr.
Robert Watkins — the man who
performed former Indianapolis

quarterback Peyton Manning’s
neck surgery — and he’s been
praised for his relentless energy
and on-field effort.

Steichen’s glad he won’t be
drawing up ways to block Latu.

“When I look at defensive play-
ers in the draft and I get an oppor-

tunity to watch these guys, I kind
of  look at it from an offensive per-
spective as well,” Steichen said.
“Like, ‘Hey, is this guy going to be
a problem to deal with?’ When I
watched his tape, I said I think he
is going to be a problem. He has
an arsenal of  pass-rush moves.

He’s got the euro step. He’s got the
spin move. He’s got speed to
power, and the guy is relentless.

“I mean, he goes after that ball.
He’s a high-motor guy. You guys
talked to him the other day, and
you got nothing else but football.
He loves it, and that’s what we
want here, and that’s our cul-
ture.”

After the Colts re-signed the
vast majority of  their in-house
free agents, the rookies are join-
ing a roster with all 22 intended
starters returning.

It’s another good problem for
Indianapolis — one created inten-
tionally by the general manager.

If  all goes as planned, this will
be a very difficult 53-man roster
to make in August.

“There’s going to be great com-

petition up front, both sides of
the ball, both o-line and d-line,”
Ballard said. “It’ll be really good
competition at wideout, depend-
ing on how many we keep. We get
some guys back that did some
things at the end of  the year that
we really liked. I think across the
board we’ll continue to work.
There’s a few spots we want to
continue to add between now and
the season.

“Like I always tell you all,
there’s no perfect team. There’s
not. … You go to work, and you
take your time and you don’t
press and you make sure that by
the time the season starts, when
you get into the season, you can
plug those positions. But, yeah,
I’m pleased about where we’re at
right now.”

Colts ...
‘Like I always tell you all, there’s
no perfect team. There’s not. ...

But yeah, I’m pleased about where
we’re at right now.’
—Colts general manager Chris Ballard



WINCHESTER — Caleb
DeRome often finishes as the
Patriots’ top golfer. This week-
end, they had a new lead, but it
wasn’t enough to get the job
done.

The Jay County boys golf
team finished with 345 strokes
to place seventh at the Winches-
ter Invitational at Winchester
Golf  Club on Saturday.

Noblesville narrowly edged
out Westville for first place by
just two strokes. The Knights
finished with a score of  302.

Sims put together the best day
for Jay County. He shot just
three strokes over par for a 75.

Noblesville’s Drew Werkley
and Jackson Umthum both had
the low score of  72 on the day.

Caleb DeRome was the only
other Patriot to keep his score
under 90 strokes. He finished
the day at 81.

Cody DeHoff  and Isaac
Homan rounded out the team

score with 92 and 97, respective-
ly.

Luke Fugiett’s 104 did not
affect the Patriots’ final score.

Walk off winner
WAPAHANI — Parker Nichols

walked off  against Woodlan on
April 18 with a single to left field.
It wasn’t as flashy, but he did it
again over the weekend.

Nichols got hit by a pitch to
walk off  the Greenwood Chris-
tian Academy Cougars 9-8 as the
Jay County High School base-
ball team split at the Wapahani
Invitational on Saturday.

Nichols’ RBI was the third of

the seventh inning. The
Cougars (6-7) retired the first
two batters before a single, a
walk and an error loaded the
bases. Drew Schemenaur
walked to drive in the first run
and Sam Myers reached base on
an error to tie the game for Jay
County (8-6).

Myers earned the win as he
pitched the first 1 ⅓ innings and
the final two. He gave up five
runs (only two earned) on six
hits, while striking out four bat-
ters.

Jay County fell to the Park
Tudor Panthers 8-2 in the first
game of  the day.

The Panthers (10-1) got ahead
early with three runs in the first
and piled two on in the fourth
and three more in the sixth.

Jay County’s two runs came
on catcher’s interference in the
first inning and a balk in the
sixth.

Kade Sommers suffered the
loss. He gave up four runs over 3
⅔ innings pitched.

Patriots take second
NEW CASTLE — The Jay

County track teams both man-
aged to finish second at New
Castle on Friday afternoon.

See Roundup page 7

Poor weather kept the Patriots off
their respective diamonds early in the
season.

With the softball team having only
played eight games, they know their first
postseason opponent. While the baseball
team has completed 14 games, they will
have to prepare for one of  two opponents.

The IHSAA drew its baseball and soft-
ball sectional tournaments on Sunday.
The Jay County High School baseball
team received a first round bye in the
Class 3A Sectional 24 hosted by York-
town, while the JCHS softball team will
play host Delta.

Dates and times have yet to be deter-
mined for the games. The softball sec-
tional tournament’s window opens on
May 20 and runs through May 25 while
the baseball tournament can take place
between May 22 through May 27.

The Patriot baseball team (8-6) will
face the winner of  the New Castle Tro-
jans (3-12) and the Centerville Bulldogs
(4-5) in the semifinal. On April 14, Jay
County split a double header with Cen-
terville. It lost game No. 1 15-5 before
picking up its first win of  the season 7-3.

Jay County won’t play the two-time
defending sectional champion Trojans

(who currently hold the worst record
among the Sectional 24 teams) in the reg-
ular season. New Castle has bounced the
Patriots in the semifinal round the past
two seasons.

If  Jay County makes the champi-
onship game, they will match up with the
winner of  host Yorktown (9-6) and Delta
(8-6). JCHS is slated to travel to Muncie
to play Delta on March 13 and have not
yet set a date to make up its game against
the Tigers that got rained out on April 11.

The softball team isn’t slated to play
the Eagles (2-11) in the regular season.

A victory in the opening round would
earn Jay County a date with the Mis-
sissinewa Indians (7-4), who boast the
second best record at the time of  selec-
tion.

The top half  of  the bracket features an
opening round contest between Center-
ville (5-5) and New Castle (2-12). The Bull-
dogs beat JCHS twice in 2023 and elimi-
nated them from the tournament, but the
two won’t face off  in the regular season
this year. The Patriots are slated to play
the Trojans on March 6.

The winner will get a semifinal match
up against back-to-back sectional cham-
pion and current favorite Yorktown (9-2).
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$499
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Ground
Round

f
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$299
lb

10-1 lb case of 80//220

Ground
Beef
frrozen, in tubes

Macaroni Salad
$2.99/lb

Provolone Cheese
$5.69/lb

lb

Prime to Choice

NY Strips

$299
lb

Pork
Fillets

$339
lb

Marinated

Pork Fillets

t

l/l/l/

iMar nnated

Pork
Sirloins

$299
lb

$1499

Dinner
Franks
$3.39/llbb

Center Cut
Ham Steaks
$3.39/llbb

Jalapeno &
Cheese Loaf
$5.39/llbb

Boneless
Countrry Style

Ribs
$269

lb

l/

s
Smoked

Pork Hocks//
Shanks
$2.99/llbb

sf

Country Style Sausage Patties
and Ground Pork Burgers

frrozen 1 lb pkgs,,
4 patties to a lb

$299
lb
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Sports
Tuesday, April 30, 2024

JCHS baseball and softball
received sectional draws,
see story below

Jay tennis returns home to
face Muncie Central today,

see Sports on tap

Jay finishes seventh at Winchester Invitational
Jay County
roundup

Baseball and softball
brackets have been drawn

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS —
Chris Ballard had three
expressed goals for the
2024 NFL Draft — add
explosive playmakers on
both sides of  the ball, pro-
tect second-year quarter-
back Anthony Richardson
and surround him with
more weapons.

On paper, at least, it
appears the Indianapolis
Colts general manager
went 3-for-3.

The draft opened with
big swings on prolific
UCLA pass rusher Laiatu
Latu in the first round and
dangerous Texas wide
receiver Adonai Mitchell
in Round 2.

A pair of  versatile offen-
sive linemen followed with
a surprise trade up for Pitt
offensive tackle Matt
Goncalves in the third
round and the selection of

Wisconsin center Tanor
Bortolini to start Day 3.

The fifth round started
with electric Oregon State
wide receiver/kick return-
er Anthony Gould, and the
remaining four picks were
used to add depth and com-
petition on defense.

The result had Colts head
coach Shane Steichen smil-
ing widely Saturday night
as he thought about the
new offensive depth chart.

“It’s actually a good prob-
lem to have because we’ve
got a lot of  dudes. We do,”
Steichen said. “We’ve got to
do a great job. Obviously,
there’s one football that
goes around, but we’ve got
a lot of  talent. We’ve got to
utilize that talent. That’s
our job to put those guys in
position to go do it, but
we’re fired up about what
we have on offense.”

Mitchell is the most
intriguing offensive addi-
tion.

Few question his play-
making ability. He has elite
athleticism and played at a
high level for two major col-
lege programs, beginning
his career at Georgia before
finishing at Texas.

He played in the College
Football Playoff  after each
of  his three seasons and
saved some of  his best
plays for the biggest
moments.

But there were questions
raised by anonymous
sources about reportedly
poor interviews with NFL
teams and the idea he can
appear to be disinterested
at times on the field if  he’s
not the focal point of  the
play call.

Ballard strongly pushed
back against those claims
during an often profane
reponse Friday night, and
Steichen made his thoughts
on the player clear a day
later.

See Colts page 7

Jay County
High School junior Luke
Fugiett studies a green
at Winchester Golf Club
during the Winchester
Invitational on Saturday.
Fugiett shot a 104 on
the day, which did not
affect the Patriots’ team
score of 345 strokes
that placed seventh at
the invitational.

The Commercial Review/Rick Reed

Colts add value on both
sides of ball in NFL Draft


