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Randy Tinch, 65, Portland
Katrina McGraw, 38, rural

Portland
Lucille Laux, 85, Fort

Recovery
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  72 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 55.

There is a slight chance of
showers tonight with a low in
the lower 60s. Expect mostly
cloudy skies Friday with rain
expected. More showers are
likely in the evening.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

The Portland Foundation is
accepting applications for its
summer grant cycle. Deadlines
are July 11 for Women’s Giving
Circle grants, June 12 for schol-
arships and June 27 for regular
grants and teacher creativity
mini grants. Applications are
available at portlandfounda-
tion.org. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 726-4260.

A recent story in The Com-
mercial Review inaccurately
stated the income limit
amount for the upcoming
owner-occupied rehabilitation
program. A two-person house-
hold must make at or below
$50,500 to qualify.

Deaths Weather In review Correction

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Another construction
project is set to get under-
way.

Beginning next week,
Indiana Department of
Transportation will start
as “small structure
replacement” on Indiana
18 in the northwest corner
of  the county.

INDOT will be replacing
a culvert on Indiana 18
bridge between county
road 1050 West and the
Jay/Blackford county line.
(The waterway feeds into
Stoney Creek, which then
feeds into the Salamonia
River in eastern Blackford
county south of  Balbec
Road. 

Indiana 18 will be closed
between Indiana 1 and
Montpelier during the
project. The official detour
utilizes Indiana 3, Indiana
26 and Indiana 1.

The project that will
start next week joins a
lengthy list of  INDOT proj-
ects in and around Jay
County this spring, includ-
ing on Meridian Street
(U.S. 27) in Portland. The
project involves paving
Meridian Street between
county roads 200 South and
100 north, reconstructing
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act ramps to side-
walks with extended
“bump outs” at some inter-
sections in the downtown
area and replacing traffic
signals. Brooks Construc-
tion, which is handling the
project, is expected to take
out traffic signals at Water,
Main, Walnut, High and
Lafayette streets this week.

See Project page 2

By MOLLY CRANE-NEWMAN
and JOSEPHINE STRATMAN
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

NEW YORK — Donald Trump was
held in criminal contempt and hit with
$9,000 in sanctions for repeated gag
order violations — and warned he
could wind up in jail — as his Manhat-
tan hush money trial resumed Tuesday.

State Supreme Court Justice Juan
Merchan reprimanded the ex-president
after finding that nine out of  10 posts
recently flagged by prosecutors, which
referenced the jury and anticipated
witnesses Michael Cohen and porn star
Stormy Daniels breached a pretrial
order prohibiting the ex-president from
publicly commenting on individuals
involved in the case.

Merchan didn’t buy Trump’s argu-
ment that sharing things other people
said didn’t violate the order, finding
there was “no doubt whatsoever” that
his intent and purpose when reposting
is “to communicate to his audience”
his endorsement, Merchan wrote in an
accompanying written order, saying
he’ll consider putting Trump behind
bars if  there were further violations.

Before announcing his decision, Mer-
chan threw Trump a bone by saying
he’d let him attend his son Barron’s

high school graduation next month.
That was about the only good news for
the former president, who decried Mer-
chan as “rigged” and “crooked” on his
social media website amid a jam-
packed day of  testimony centering on
the negotiations that preceded the hush
money transactions at the heart of  the
case.

Later in the day, a midlevel New York
appeals court rejected his request to
freeze the trial while he attempts to
fight several rulings by Merchan.

Prosecutors on Tuesday called Keith
Davidson as their sixth witness. The
lawyer counseled Daniels and Playboy
model Karen McDougal as they consid-
ered coming forward with allegations
about sexual relationships with Trump
in the leadup to the 2016 election.

Davidson said his initial involvement
in the hush money payoffs came
months before the election with a
friendly tip to his pal Dylan Howard,
then editor-in-chief  of  the National
Enquirer, regarding McDougal’s allega-
tions of  a lengthy affair with Trump
shortly into his marriage to Melania.

After meeting with Davidson and
McDougal in Los Angeles, the super-
market tabloid struck a deal for
$150,000, with the understanding her
claims would never hit the headlines.
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Kiwanis scholar
The Dunkirk Kiwanis Club Scholarship went to Hayden

Hardman during Jay County High School Honors Night on Monday.
Pictured, Hardmon accepts the honor from guidance counselor
Kristin Millspaugh. Hardman also received the Spanish Award and
Spencer G. Calvert Memorial Scholarship. He also earned an
academic honors diploma. 

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

A regional public defense
office’s three part-time lawyers —
and ad hoc help — stand between
Fountain County and a constitu-
tional violation: of  the impover-
ished Hoosier’s right to a defense
attorney.

The county’s misdemeanor
cases “have gone through the
roof” following neighbor Illinois’
legalization of  marijuana, says
Circuit Court Judge Stephanie
Campbell.

“We just get inundated and
then we get to the point where
we’re out of  attorneys,” said
Campbell, a Republican. Offi-
cials pull help from elsewhere.

Fountain County, like the
other 66 members of  Indiana’s
Public Defender Commission,
receives partial state reimburse-
ment for public defense on
felony and child abuse cases.
That’s in exchange for follow-
ing standards on caseloads, pay,
independence and more.

But the increasing cost of
defense for misdemeanor cases

is each county’s own problem.
Indiana hasn’t reimbursed for
those services in nearly three
decades.

That’s about to change.
Legislators during the most

recent session authorized
a pilot for up to a dozen counties.
The counties would comply with
commission requirements and
send in data; in return, they’d get
back up to 40% of  their spending
on misdemeanor defense.

For the commission and sup-
portive counties, the pilot is
potentially a step toward

statewide reimbursement and a
healthier public defense system.

Some lawmakers, however, have
been openly critical of  the pilot as
a slippery slope into a pricey long-
term budget commitment.

“It’s always been the commis-
sion’s (goal) to get that misde-
meanor funding authority back.
We’re already convinced it’s
important,” said Andrew Cullen,
the commission’s public policy
director. “But the Legislature
asked us to show them — in bot-
tom line dollars and cents, and
clear data — why it’s important.”

State piloting reimbursement program

Trump fined for
violating gag orders

Indiana 18
structured to
be replaced
beginning
next week

Another
INDOT
project
set to
begin
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Patriotic performance
Jay County High School senior Hannah Boggs plays The Star-Spangled Banner on the flute with the Jay County

ROTC presenting the colors prior to the Patriots’ girls tennis match and softball game Tuesday. The JCHS tennis program
announced a donation prior to the match and donated to the band boosters previously as a thank you for Tuesday and to
support what they do for the youth of Jay County. 



Sexual misconduct
A Jay County Jail cor-

rectional officer was
arrested Tuesday for sexu-
al misconduct by a service
provider with detainee.

William B. Bentz, 35,
2267 S. U.S. 27, Portland,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 5 felony. He
was released on a $10,000
bond from the jail.

Bentz, who has worked
for the department since
2023, is the second correc-
tional officer this year to
be accused of  sexual mis-
conduct with an inmate.

(John Richard Norris was
charged in Jay Circuit
Court on Feb. 21 with the
same crime.)

Probation violation
A Portland man was

arrested Tuesday for vio-
lating his probation.

Robert L. Rivers, 36, 510
E. Race St., was found
guilty in Jay Circuit Court
of  battery resulting in bod-
ily injury to a public safety
official, a Level 5 felony, as
well as domestic battery, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to four years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with three
years suspended. A peti-
tion alleging he violated
the conditions of  his pro-
bation was filed in court
Monday.

Rivers was being held
without bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Failed to appear
A Portland man was

arrested Tuesday for fail-
ing to appear in court.

Austin M. George, 21,
1212 N. Franklin St., is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a with two
Level 6 felonies for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug and
unlawful possession of  a
syringe, and in a separate
case he’s charged with a
Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine.
He failed to appear in court
Tuesday.

George was being held
without bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Theft
A Huntington man was

arrested Monday for theft.
Matthew A. Cook, 32, 320

N. Court St., was prelimi-
narily charged with a
Level 6 felony. He was
being held on a $3,000 bond
in Jay County Jail.
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• Life-long resident and farmer
• Past Jay County Farm Bureau

President
• Past Adams County Co-op Board

Member
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The Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion is seeking a
Contracted Instructor to teach high-intensity land classes
(focus on cardiorespiratory endurance and strength, including
step aerobics, indoor cycling and/or kickboxing) and a
Contracted Instructor to teach low to high intensity water
classes. Ideal candidate is a self-motivated, enthusiastic
individual with experience teaching fitness classes, and
certification from AEA, ACSM, ACE or a related organization
is preferred. Candidates must be CPR certified with AED
training or must obtain upon hire. Hours are based on fitness
schedule availability and need.

Accepting applications through May 21st.
Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or

send Resume to:
Briana Eicher, Pavilion Director

Muselman Wellness Pavilion/Swiss Village, Inc.
1201 Emmental Drive,Berne, IN 46711
Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org

CONTRACTED INSTRUCTOR
ARTHUR & GLORIA MUSELMAN WELLNESS PAVILION

Today
Twigg, Ronald: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Mock, Richard: 1 p.m.,  Wil-

son Shook Funeral Home, 317
N. Main St., Dunkirk.

Tinch, Randy: 5 p.m., .Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Laux, Lucille: 10 a.m., Mary

Help of Christians Catholic
Church, 403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery.

Branscum, Wanda: noon,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
McGraw, Katrina: noon,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Randy Tinch
April 18, 1959-April 29, 2024

Randy Lee Tinch, age 65, of
Portland, passed away on Mon-
day, April 29, 2024, in IU Health
Ball Memorial
Hospital in
Muncie surround-
ed by his loved
ones.

He was born in
Winchester, Indi-
ana, on April 18,
1959, the son of
Dorman Tinch
and Frances Hip-
shire. He was married in 2003 to
Lisa Kegerreis who survives.

Randy served in the U.S. Army
and was a disabled American vet-
eran. He attended the First

Church of  Christ and was a
staunch Donald Trump support-
er. He was a loving and dedicated
husband and grandfather. He had
been a Portland resident for 21
years and loved being outdoors in
the sun.

He will be sadly missed by his
wife of  21 years Lisa; two chil-
dren, Garry Horner (wife:
Christina) of  Redkey and Debo-
rah Petty (husband: Jonathan
Walser) of  Portland; grandchil-
dren Colin Horner, Nevaeh Petty,
Lillian Stephen and Kwynton
Walser; two brothers, Rex Tinch
and Larry Schell; and sister Con-
nie Robinson.

He was preceded in death by
his mother Frances Smith.

Funeral services will be held

Friday, May 3, 2024, at 5 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Flint Redwine presid-
ing. Visitation will be Friday
from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Memorials can be made to any
veterans organization.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Katrina McGraw
Nov. 11, 1985-April 28, 2024

Katrina “Katie” McGraw, age
38, a resident of  rural Portland,
passed away on Sunday, April 28,
2024, at her home in rural Port-
land.  

Katie was born on Nov. 11, 1985,
the daughter of  Dave and Connie
(Newton) McGraw. She attended
Jay County High School.  

Survivors
include:

Her parents —
Dave McGraw
(wife: Cindy),
Portland, Indiana,
and Connie Keller,
Portland, Indiana 

Her grandpar-
ents — Bonnie
LeMaster, Portland, Indiana,
and Max and Charlene Blowers,
Bryant, Indiana 

Her siblings — Zachery
McGraw (wife: Lauren), Union
City, Indiana, and Christie Fel-
ger (husband: Joseph), Key-
stone, Indiana 

Stepbrother — Brad Blowers
(wife: Beth), Bryant, Indiana 

Ten nieces and nephews

One great-nephew
Several cousins
Visitation will be held on Mon-

day from 10 a.m. to noon at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at
noon on Monday at the funeral
home. Pastor Francis LeMaster
will officiate and burial will fol-
low at Green Park Cemetery in
Portland.  

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Lucille Marie (Timmerman) Laux,
Fort Recovery, died Monday. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be held at 10
a.m. Saturday at Mary Help of Chris-
tians Catholic Church.

Capsule Reports

Tinch

McGraw

Photo provided

Showing respect
Mayors Jack Robbins (Dunkirk) and Jeff Westlake (Portland) signed proclamations

declaring April 29 through May 4 as Respect for Law Week. Pictured from left are Optimist club
members Kathy Jones, Linda Aker and Mike Aker, Westlake, Robbins, Optimist Sandy Rogers,
Dunkirk Police Chief Dane Mumbower and Optimist Leland LeMaster.

Continued from page 1
Temporary stops signs

will be placed at the inter-
section of  Meridian and
Water streets, making it a
four-way stop, with other
intersections involved
becoming two-way stops
with traffic free-flowing
along Meridian Street.
(Temporary “buzz strips”
have been placed along
Meridian Street at each
intersection in an effort to
encourage drivers to slow
down.)

INDOT is also in the
process of  putting a new
deck and guardrails on the
Indiana 67 bridge over the
Salamonie River between

county road 125 South and
Indiana 26. A temporary
traffic signal has been
installed with the area just
south of  Jay County High
School reduced to one
lane.

Just south of  Jay Coun-
ty, INDOT is replacing the
U.S. 27 bridge over the Mis-
sissinewa River between
Indiana 28 and Randolph
County road 850 North.
And in Delaware County,
Indiana 67 is closed from
the Indiana 28/Indiana 67
split to Mississinewa
Avenue (Indiana 167) for an
INDOT project to demolish
and rebuild a bridge over
the Mississinewa River.

Project ...

Felony arrests

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$178 million

Mega Millions
10-18-27-37-61
Mega Ball: 5
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$284 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-9-0
Daily Four: 6-4-2-2
Quick Draw: 1-4-19-35-

40-46-51-55-57-62-63-64-
66-68-70-73-74-76-77-79

Evening
Daily Three: 9-2-9
Daily Four: 8-3-9-7
Quick Draw: 4-5-15-16-

17-18-24-26-33-48-53-56-59-
60-62-63-68-73-76-79

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-0-5
Pick 4: 3-5-1-0
Pick 5: 1-5-0-7-7
Evening
Pick 3: 0-7-7
Pick 4: 2-8-6-5
Pick 5: 1-8-0-3-2
Rolling Cash: 5-10-13-

16-21
Estimated jackpot:

$160,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1536, King Henry
VIII of  England commit-
ted his wife Anne
Boleyn to the Tower of
London, charging her
with adultery and
incest. Boleyn, the sec-
ond of  Henry VIII’s six
wives, was later convict-
ed and beheaded.
In 1611, the King

James Version of  the
Bible was first pub-
lished.
In 1973, Pat Medler

won the 100-yard dash
and 220 dash, earning
half  of  the Portland
High School boys track
team’s wins as it scored
63 points to defeat Wes-
Del (54) and Eastbrook
(41).
In 1998, Fort Recov-

ery High School
crowned Phil Ranly and
Nikki Roessner as its

prom king and queen.
Also, Abby Arnold and
Pete May were crowned
queen and king at the
East Jay Junior High
School spring dance.
In 2013, a reception

at John Jay Center for
Learning was held for a
delegation from Taiwan
to celebrate an educa-
tional partnership
between Jay School Cor-
poration, Ball State Uni-
versity and schools in
Taiwan.
In 2022, the Jay

County High School
girls track team placed
fourth at the Muncie
Central Relays. Gabi Bil-
brey set a new career-
best in the discus at 120
feet even. She went on to
be a state qualifier in
the event.

—The CR

CR almanac

76/59 75/57 73/55 75/60 79/64
Friday has

a 70% chance
of storms
throughout the
day. The high
may be in the
upper 70s.

There’s a
chance of
thunder-
storms Tues-
day under
mostly
cloudy skies.

Partly
sunny on
Monday with
a high around
74 degrees.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a low chance of
showers in the
afternoon and
evening.

Another
low chance of
rain under
mostly sunny
skies. The low
may hit the
mid 50s.

Friday
5/3

Saturday
5/4

Sunday
5/5

Monday
5/6

Tuesday
5/7

Today
3 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board, Jay County Coun-
try Living, 1194 E. 200
North, Portland.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-

munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.33
June corn ................4.37
Wheat ......................4.88

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.49
June corn ................4.49
July corn..................4.39

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.39
June corn ................4.34
Beans ......................11.53

June beans ............11.55
Wheat ...................... 5.58

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.24
June corn ................4.28
Beans ......................11.43
June beans ............11.52
Wheat ......................5.55

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.32
June corn ................4.35
Beans ......................11.28
June beans .............11.38
Wheat ......................5.33



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or

Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday

of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

CINNCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, May 3, at the Harmo-
ny Café in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West

Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

at $399

I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765 747 8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturdaa  ys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 *UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

FRHS graduation
Friday, May 17 - CR*

Summer festivals
Wednesday, May 22 - UNIV*

Randolph County graduation
Thursday, May 23 - N-G*

JCHS graduation
Wednesday, May 29 - CR/NS*

Blackford graduation
Wednesday, May 29 - NT*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

The Front Desk Attendant is responsible for building
and maintaining customer relations while placing an
emphasis on excellent membership services. This
position is responsible for providing knowledge of
programs, services, and memberships provided by
the Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or
send Resume to:

Briana Eicher, Pavilion Director
Muselman Wellness Pavilion/Swiss Village, Inc.

1201 Emmental Drive
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT
ARTHUR & GLORIA MUSELMAN WELLNESS PAVILION

PART TIME: VARIED WEEKDAY HOURS AND
OCCASIONAL WEEKEND HOURS

DEAR ABBY: After 10 years of
being with my wife, including
eight years of  marriage, I acci-
dentally discovered she was
having affairs online. She put
me through weeks of  lies,
denial, minimizing and obfus-
cating before finally giving me
full disclosure. At this point, I’ll
never know if  I can believe her
after her seven years of  off-and-
on cheating with one main part-
ner and two others. Even if  I
were to believe she’s remorseful
and has changed, it’s hard to
live with what’s already hap-
pened.

It’s been 15 months. I can’t get
past the pain of  the betrayal
and the feeling that she didn’t
love or respect me for most of
our relationship. In addition,
there are images I can’t get out
of  my head. I want to leave, but
finances and young children

make it complicated. Also, my
wife will cry, get dramatic and
make me feel bad, telling me
she will just go to a homeless
shelter. I don’t know if  she’s
purposely trying to make me
feel guilty or what. Please help.
— LIVING IN PAIN IN ORE-
GON
DEAR LIVING: Of  COURSE

your wife is trying to make
you feel guilty! The best
defense is a strong offense.
She didn’t lie to you once —
your entire marriage has

been a continuous lie. Are
you even sure the children
are yours and not one of  her
lovers’? 
Talk to a lawyer NOW.

(While you’re at it, make an
appointment to be tested for
STDs.) If  you are the father
of  any of  those children, file
for full custody. Where your
wife lives after that is up to
her. (Perhaps one of  her
lovers will take her in, which
will spare you your feelings
of  undeserved guilt for pro-
tecting yourself.)

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been

independent from my family for
25 years. I have always lived a
few hours’ drive from them. (I
now live an hour away from my
mother and three hours from
my sister and her family.) For
every occasion over those 25

years, I have always visited
them — spending time, money
on gas, putting thousands of
miles on my car and sometimes
taking time off  from work.
Never has anyone visited me,
other than once when my sister
was passing through and want-
ed to have lunch. 

I have invited my family
countless times, but there’s
always an excuse. Often, it’s that
my place is too small to accom-
modate them or that I have a
roommate. I’m expected to
spend my resources visiting
them or go broke to have a place
that can accommodate them. I
am reminded of  this lopsided
situation every time my room-
mate’s family visits multiple
times per year. They stay in
hotels. 

I’m not confrontational. I love
my family, but I feel some

boundaries need to be estab-
lished. Am I unreasonable? If
not, do you have any sugges-
tions? — ALL ON ME IN FLORI-
DA
DEAR ALL: If  it is not prac-

tical to continue traveling to
visit your relatives, stop
doing it. Do not stop inviting
them to visit you, however,
and when you do, tell them
you know they would be
more comfortable staying in
a nearby hotel or motel,
which is what your room-
mate’s family has been doing
for years. 

•••••••• 
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby

Spouse struggling to leave cheating wife

Community Calendar

Character
Counts

Students were
recently selected from
each classroom at East
Elementary for exhibiting
all six character counts
traits — responsibility,
caring, respect,
trustworthiness,
citizenship and fairness
— all school year.
Pictured above are
kindergarteners (front
row) Pedro Navarro,
Lillian Ingram and Quinn
Alt, and (back row)
Kenadee Poole, Avery
Jutte, Rowan Ingram and
Mabel Leonhard.

Photo provided
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
On or before May 7, Hoosiers

will vote for congressional can-
didates appearing on the
November ballots. Those select-
ed will represent our nine dis-
tricts until the first week of
2027. 

What do they know of  us? In
fact, what do we know of  us?

For example, the total popula-
tion of  Indiana grew by 4.5%
between 2012 and 2022. From
Congressional District 2 (South
Bend and Elkhart) in the north
central part of  the state to as far
south and east as Congressional
District 6 (Columbus and Rich-
mond), population growth
exceeded 5%.

In Congressional District 1
(northwest Indiana) and most of
southern Indiana  (Congres-
sional Districts 8 and 9) growth

was in the 4% range. However,
in Congressional District 7
(the northern two-thirds of
Marion County) population
growth was only 1.6%. Differ-
ences in population growth
often mean serious challenges
for housing and local business-
es.

Those data mask other popu-
lation differences. Five of  our
nine Congressional Districts
lost population under the age
of  18. Congressional District 7

lost 6.9% of  its young persons
while neighboring Congres-
sional District 6 (Winchester
to Columbus) gained 7.7% in
that age group. But school
buildings aren’t built to be
moved.

At the other end of  the age
distribution, the population 65
and older grew by 30%, led at
38% by Congressional District
5 (Kokomo and Marion south to
the Trendy Trio of  Carmel,
Fishers and Westfield). Con-
gressional District 6, by con-
trast, had but a 16% growth in
that age group.

The state’s Hispanic popula-
tion grew by 125,600 (31%),
with less than 40% of  that
growth represented by Mexi-
cans, 20% Puerto Ricans and
Cubans, and the balance from
other Hispanic or Latino areas.

In percentage terms, Congres-
sional District 3 (Portland to
Fort Wayne and LaGrange) had
the lowest increase at 21%,
while Congressional District 6
more than doubled its Hispan-
ic population (up 144%).

The Hispanic population
includes persons of  all racial
groupings. When they are
removed and only non-Hispan-
ic persons are considered, we
see a 97,000 decline in the
white alone Hoosier popula-
tion. This number terrifies
white nationalists. What they
miss is this “loss” was offset by
the 169,000 persons reporting
they were of  some other race
alone or of  two or more races.

Congressional Districts 6
and 7 had declines in the white
alone classification of  57,000
and 61,000, respectively, not off-

set by increases in the more
diverse groups mentioned
above. Congressional Districts
1, 2 and 4 did have such offsets;
the remaining Congressional
Districts 3, 5, 8 and 9 all had
increases in the white alone
group but with equal or
greater increases in the more
diverse groups.

That’s what’s happening.
More people are reporting a
wider range of  racial ancestry
than previously. As genealogy
becomes more fashionable,
occupying a prominent time
slot on public TV, more people
are aware of  and ready to iden-
tify the complexity of  our ori-
gins.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Reporting is becoming more diverse

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

On Wednesday during a
visit to Columbia Univer-
sity, House Speaker Mike
Johnson warned that if
the wave of  protests
against Israel’s U.S.-fund-
ed war in Gaza on college
campuses, including
UCLA and USC, is not con-
tained quickly, “there is an
appropriate time for the
National Guard. We have
to bring order to these
campuses.”

How troubling that the
man who is the third in
line to the presidency
seems to think that it’s OK
to silence largely peaceful
student protests by send-
ing in armed troops.

It’s a terrible idea, with
a deadly history in the U.S.
It was the Ohio National
Guard that killed four
unarmed students and
wounded nine others at a
rally against the Vietnam
War at Kent State Univer-
sity in 1970. Since then,
there have been uncount-
able examples of  armed
responses to nonviolent
activities ending with
innocent people getting
hurt or killed.

Sens. Tom Cotton, R-
Arkansas, and Josh Hawley,
R-Missouri, have called on
President Joe Biden to
deploy the National Guard
to quash pro-Palestinian
protests. Republican state
lawmakers in New
York want Gov. Kathy
Hochul to deploy the
National Guard to Colum-
bia University. And more
than two dozen Republican
senators signed a letter urg-
ing the Biden administra-
tion to “restore order to
campuses” by using federal
law enforcement, prosecu-
tion and deportation
against “the outbreak of
anti-Semitic, pro-terrorist
mobs.”

Never mind that they
are unfairly assigning
racist motives to thou-
sands of  people protesting
the killing of  more than
34,000 Palestinian people,
most of  them women and
children. It’s clear that
these Republican politi-
cians are less concerned
with the wave of  antiwar
protests than using them
for their own political
ends.

Johnson also threatened
to use his power as speak-
er to punish colleges that
don’t eject protesters by
withholding federal educa-
tion funding. “If  these
campuses cannot get con-
trol of  this problem, they
do not deserve taxpayer
dollars.”

This kind of  tough talk

is especially rich coming
from a man who has
shown no interest in
cracking down on the
most serious threat to
our democracy: Presi-
dent Trump’s lies, and
his supporters’ use of
violence to try to prevent
the peaceful transfer of
power.

To the contrary, John-
son played a key role in
helping Trump try to over-
turn the election. He has
suggested the Jan. 6 insur-
rectionists who participat-
ed in the attack on the
Capitol were innocent peo-
ple who “just happened to
be walking through the
building” and wanted
to blur their faces from
video so they could not be
charged with crimes.

It seems that his send-
in-the-troops mentality
applies only to some
Americans.

Part of  living in a free
society is accepting the
right of  others to speak
out and protest, even
when you don’t agree with
them.

How someone in power
responds to 1st Amend-
ment rights being exer-
cised in criticism of  the
government says a lot
about what they value.
Republicans’ eagerness to
deploy armed troops to
quash peaceful protests
suggests that they don’t
really believe in free
speech after all.

Sending troops is
a dangerous idea

By BETSEY STEVENSON
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

It’s easy to understand why the U.S.
Chamber of  Commerce is so upset
about the Federal Trade Commis-
sion’s decision to ban noncompete
agreements. The problem for busi-
nesses is not that they will lose trade
secrets or valuable investments in
workers to competitors. It’s that they
just lost bargaining power to workers
— and that’s exactly what the FTC
intended.

Despite the common perception
that noncompete agreements are rele-
vant only for employees who possess
critical trade secrets, the reality is
that they are often imposed across
various industries on a wide spec-
trum of  workers, many of  whom do
not handle any sensitive information.
It’s also the case that most hiring in
the US involves people leaving one job
for another — which is a critical fac-
tor shaping the dynamism of  the
labor market.

To see why noncompetes matter,
it’s important to understand the
value of  the right to quit one job and
take another. The question is, who
should hold that right?

When parties can negotiate with-
out cost and rights are clearly
defined, noted the Nobel laureate
Ronald Coase more than half  a centu-
ry ago, they will reach agreements
that lead to economically efficient
outcomes. With the FTC’s ban, the
bargaining power shifts from employ-
ers to workers: Employers must make
more competitive counteroffers to
retain talent.

Previously, if  you were governed by
a noncompete agreement, you theo-
retically could pay your employer to
let you out of  it. Now, according to
Coase’s theory, even though the num-
ber of  workers switching jobs might
not change, the ban will have a distri-
butional effect: Workers hold more
bargaining power, and therefore
could end up with higher wages.

Some might ask: Wouldn’t workers
simply have negotiated higher wages

to compensate them for signing non-
compete agreements in the first
place? If  this is true, then a ban on
noncompetes would have little effect
on wages. The evidence, however, sug-
gests that most workers do not do this
type of  forward-looking negotiation.
In fact, many workers sign noncom-
pete agreements without realizing
that they are not legally enforceable
in their state.

Workers often face significant chal-
lenges in negotiating terms, especial-
ly when they lack information about
their options and the job market. The
process of  understanding and negoti-
ating over noncompete agreements
can be particularly daunting without
legal assistance, leading to a negotia-
tion that is cheaper for — and there-
fore favors — employers.

Moreover, noncompete clauses
exploit behavioral biases that lead
workers to underestimate their
future cost. Some workers may even
be ready to start a new job when the
noncompete agreement is shown to
them. In the comments received by
the FTC, many workers noted that
they weren’t aware of  such clauses
until the last minute.

These arguments imply that ban-
ning noncompetes might be impor-
tant not just for higher wages, but for
greater labor competition as workers
become more mobile and make more
employment transitions. Research
suggests that noncompete agree-
ments can restrict economic activity
and personal career growth. And it’s
not just labor market competition
that is reduced. By restricting labor
supply, existing businesses can pre-
vent new competitors from entering
their markets and driving down

prices for consumers.
Supporters of  noncompetes argue

that they are necessary to protect
business secrets and justify invest-
ments in employee training. But
existing laws already protect confi-
dential information. And businesses
can adopt alternative strategies such
as training repayment agreements,
which are more directly tied to the
specific investments made in employ-
ees. Finally, Coase’s work shows that
there is no difference in these out-
comes if  the payments are made to
retain workers, as businesses can
offer to pay workers not to take jobs
with competitors.

The FTC’s ban on noncompete
agreements will help enhance labor
market efficiency and economic
growth. The U.S. needs a competitive
economy to stay strong in the global
marketplace. And that requires work-
ers who are able to take their skills
where they are most valued — and
new businesses that have access to
the full talent of  the U.S. labor force.

In most other advanced economies,
workers have rights to keep a job. The
U.S. does not require employers to
give reasons for terminating workers,
provide performance improvement
plans before terminating workers
and, when terminating a worker, a
sufficient paid notice period.

The argument against those poli-
cies is that they would make it hard
for the U.S. to have a dynamic labor
market. But the same logic applies to
noncompete agreements: If  it should
be easy for employers to fire workers,
then it should also be easy for employ-
ees to quit. And that requires workers
to have the right to take a better job.
By allowing workers to move freely to
roles where they are most valued, the
FTC is fostering a competitive and
fair labor market.

••••••••••
Stevenson is a professor of  public

policy and economics at the University
of  Michigan. She was on the presi-
dent’s Council of  Economic Advisers
and was chief  economist at the U.S.
Department of  Labor.

Ban on noncompetes is a victory
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
John Turner
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, May 2, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  310 Broadway
St. , Pennville IN  Satur-

day Morning
MAY 4th, 2024
AT 9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE – 270 E
Liberty Street:
PARCEL #1:

Lot size is 130’ x 150’.
There is a structure on
this parcel that has a

new metal roof.
Parcel #2:  Corner of

North Street and Water
Street:

This is an empty lot that
is 49’ x 148’.

For more information
contact LOY REAL

ESTATE 260-726-2700
or Gary Loy Auctioneer

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

– OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS

Kenmore Elite 3 door
refrigerator; Kenmore
Oasis HE washer and
dryer; 5 pc. king size
bedroom suit; Tonka

cement mixer; Precious
Moments figurines;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF MICKEY MOUSE
ITEMS: Snow globes,

candy dispensers,
mugs, bobble heads,
banks, just to name a

few.  Cabbage
Patch dolls in original
boxes; Texaco oil can;
and many other items

not listed.
2007 CHRYSLER
ASPEN -TOOLS

2007 Chrysler Aspen
Limited 4 door vehicle

with 5.7 liter Hemi
engine, 1974 Suzuki dirt
bike, (3) storage trailers;
Honda 350 motorcycle;
Snap On tool box with
tray; basement jacks;

single plow; metal cart;
chain link fence; and
many other items not

listed.
NEIL & WAUNETA

KEGERREIS, Deceased
By Nathaniel and Phillip

Kegerreis
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 

Travis Theurer 
AU11200131

Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH,

2024
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of

Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,

MAY 2ND, 2024. 
SKID LOADER - TRAC-

TORS – ATTACH-
MENTS

International 5488 Trac-
tor CHA FWA 6915 hrs.
Massey Ferguson 180

Tractor with Multi-
power. Oliver ’88 Tractor
with Loader. JCT rotary
mower. JCT Backhoe
attachment. Hyd. post

hole auger with 18” and
12” bits. Tree shear. 78”

4 in 1 Bucket.
VEHICLES-TRAILERS-
COLLECTABLES-MISC.
2002 Dodge 2500 4x4
with 9’ Boss V-Plow.
Reman engine and

transmission. 20,000
miles. 2004 Ford Bucket

truck.
2003 Great Dane 48’

Dry Van Semi trailer. JD
D-105 riding mower with
38” cut and bagger. Stihl
chainsaw, weed eaters,
blower. Lazer levels and
transits. Rollaway tool-
boxes. Shop and hand
tools. Power tools. Old
signs. Old gas cans.

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR

GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition

Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN
Sunday Afternoon

May 5th, 2024
12:30 P.M..

MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD &amp;
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak dining room table

with 2 extra boards and
6 chairs; dresser; Oak
roll top desk with chair;
Oak file cabinets; Oreck
sweeper; Ping golf clubs;
egg basket; metal flower
baskets; cement bench;
and many other items

not listed. 
LUMBER - TOOLS

Oak Lumber (several
boards); Gen Pro 6X

270 – 5000 watt genera-
tor; Jet Dust Collector;
Bostitch nailer; Crafts-
man 1 hp sander; Stihl
sander; Black &amp;
Decker battery weed

eater;
aluminum extension lad-
der; Black &amp; Decker
electric blower; post job-

bers; sprinkler; and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 11:00
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
DR THOMAS & DEBBIE

BANTA
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY May 18th,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 7052 W 350

S. Dunkirk IN
Open House: Sunday

May 5th 1-3pm or for pri-
vate showing phone auc-

tioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of

finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40

Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES

– ENGINES – SHOP
TOOLS

Allis’ Chalmers 5030 with
430 loader with 1326

hours. ’93 Dodge Dakota
V6 engine. 1976 350
Chevy Engine 4 bolt

main with transfer case.
Ford 390 big block

Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and

Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna

Force 5 horse power
twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-

net. Snap-on Freon
machine. 10” Delta table

saw. 
ANTIQUES – FURNI-

TURE - MISC
Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door

hutch. Grandfather clock.
GE washer and dryer.

Whirlpool upright freezer.
Apartment sized refriger-
ator and freezer. Window

air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 
PUBLIC AUCTION

TWO VERY NICE AUC-
TIONS, 

ONE LOCATION
SATURDAY May 11,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN

TRACTOR -FARM
ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.

3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar

mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug

and other crocks.
Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -

COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with
laser sight and extra clip.

Morgan dollars years
1921 (7). 1922 Peace

dollars (7). (6) Rolls Jef-
ferson and wartime nick-
els. Louis Marx Train set.

Metal toys and trucks.
Metal wrought iron gate
and fencing. Bear hide.
Deer, fish, and wildlife
mounts. Fishing poles

and supplies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. # AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND The
Portland Water Park is
accepting applications for
CERTIFIED lifeguards
for the 2024 season.  The
guards need to be certi-
fied in Lifeguarding, CPR
and First Aid Training and
Aquatic Attraction.  Start-
ing rate for lifeguards will
be paid $14/hr with addi-
tional pay for returning
guards based on prior
year of service. Addition-
al positions at Portland
Water Park to include
concession stand. No
certification is required.
Starting rate for conces-
sion stand is $13/hr with
additional pay for return-
ing employees based on
prior year of service. The
Water Park is open 7
days per week and
employees will be
expected to work week-
ends. Applications are
available at Portland City
Hall, city website: thecity-
ofportland.net or Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. Season will begin
May 25th till mid to late
August. Applications will
be accepted at City Hall,
321 North Meridian
Street, until Friday, May
3rd at 4:00p.m. The City
of Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time
29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING WITH REGARD TO PETITION

TO VACATE PUBLIC WAY IN REDKEY, INDIANA
A Petition has been filed with the Town Council of the Town of Red-
key, Indiana seeking to have vacated a certain public way within
Redkey, Indiana, which public way is more particularly described
as follows:

Two sections of an alley, oriented North and South, between E
Wayne St. and E Grandview Ave. Specifically, a Sound alley com-
mencing on the North side of E. Wayne St. between and abutting
properties 500 E Wayne Street (LOT 101 Cloverdale Add) and 125
S Butler Street (LOT 100 Cloverdale Add), and terminating on the
North edge of said properties. A North alley commencing on the
Sound side of E. Grandview Ave. between and abutting proper-
ties 409 E Grandview Ave (LOT 40 Current South Side Add) and
411 E Grandview Ave (LOT 39 Current South Side Add), and ter-
minating on the South edge of said properties.

Said Petition sets forth that said alley: is not of public utility and
benefit; is not necessary to the growth of the Town of Redkey; will
not leave any owner of real estate within the Town of Redkey with-
out access to lands by means of public way, and; will not cut off the
public access to any church, school or other public building or
place.
A public hearing has been scheduled before the Town Council of
the Town of Redkey with regard to such Petition on the 16th day of
May, 2024, at six o’clock P.M. at the cabin at Redkey Morgan Park, 102
W Holmes Ave, Redkey, IN 47373. All parties interested in, or af-
fected by, said proposed vacation of said public way may attend said
public hearing, and may speak in favor of said Petition, or remon-
strate against the same, as provided by I.C. 36-7-3-13.
CR 5-2-2024-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys golf vs. Bluffton – 4:30
p.m.; Baseball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis at
Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Softball at Bluffton – 5
p.m.; Junior high golf at Driver – 4:30 p.m.; Junior
high track at Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Junior high
baseball vs. Yorktown – 5 p.m.; Junior high at
softball at Eastbrook – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track county meet at Coldwa-
ter – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball at New Bremen – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. New Bremen – 5 p.m.; Junior
high track county meet at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.;
JV baseball vs. New Bremen – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Softball vs. Muncie Central – 5

p.m.; Track ACAC meet at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.;

Junior high baseball vs. Adams Central – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Anna – 5 p.m.;

Softball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.; JV baseball at
Wapakoneta – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — College baseball: Tennessee at Flori-

da (ESPN2)

Friday
12:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Miami Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
4:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Miami Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
6 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles at Cincinnati

Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Miami Heat at Boston
Celtics (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Los Angeles Clip-

pers at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)
11:45 p.m. — AFL football: Greater Western

Sydney Giants at Sydney Swans (FS1)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email
details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The boys had their most

individual wins on the
year in a meet with more
than two teams at six.
Adam Alig earned three
of  those victories in the
110-meter hurdles (16.3
seconds), the 300 hurdles
(46.3) and the high jump (5
feet, 8 inches).

Joseph Boggs also
earned multiple wins,
claiming the 800 run (2
minutes, 9 seconds) and
the 1,600 run (4:48). The
other victory came from
Caleb Garringer in the
3,200 run (10:56).

The girls pulled off
eight victories. Jenna
Dues was the only girl to

win multiple individual
events claiming the 100
dash (13.48), 200 dash
(27.3) and high jump (4
feet, 8 inches).

Other first-place finish-
es came from Morgan
DeHoff  (300 hurdles),
Alexis Sibray (800 run),
Jordyn Hutzler (shot

put), the 4x100 relay team
and the 4x400 relay team.

Golf Falls
The Jay County boys golf

team fell to the Wapahani
Raiders 160-173 on Tuesday
at Portland Golf  Club.

Caleb DeRome kept his
score low, finishing with
only 34 strokes.

Gage Sims put up the sec-
ond-best score for Jay
County (4-3) at 44. Cody
DeHoff  only had two more
strokes as he clocked in
with a 46.

Luke Fugiett rounded
out the team score with a
49, while Isaac Homan’s 51
did not contribute to the
final.

The junior varsity team
pulled out a 187-201 victory
over the Raiders. Liam
Garringer shot the low
with a 43. Other scores
came from Dawson
Goldsworthy (46), Domon-
ick Bright (48) and Grant
Linville (50).

Cody McFarland’s 60 did
not affect the team score.

Roundup ...

Continued from page 8
The other doubles duo,

Meredith Dirksen and Sophia
Sprunger, picked up the first
win of  the day for Jay County
(5-3) as they dismantled Sadie
Hanna and Emma Judge 6-1, 6-
4.

Brenna Haines made quick
work of  Isabel Quirk at the No.
1 singles position. Haines
dropped the first game to Quirk
before rattling off  the next six
to win the first set. The JCHS
senior took the first three
games of  the second set before
slipping up, but got back on
track for a 6-1, 6-1 victory.

“It takes me a while to warm
up because I need to get a feel
of  how they play and how I’m
going to play,” Haines said. “So
I don’t usually do as well in the
beginning but once I get a feel I
really step it up.”

Brenna Bailey’s 6-1, 6-4 take-
down of  Taj Isom at No. 2 sin-
gles secured the match for the
Patriots soon after. She won the
match on a forehand that hit

the top of  the net and died
before Isom could run up on it.

Bailey said that assistant
coach Donald Gillespie had told
her to focus on placing the ball

shallow in the court before the
final game, which paid off  on
the final point.

Maggie Dillon suffered the
only loss of  the day. Muncie Cen-

tral’s No. 3 singles player
Andrea Lopez traded games in
the first set before capturing it,
but needed a late push in the
second to defeat Dillon 6-4, 6-4.

Garringer wants to use this as
a launch pad for the team,
reflecting on how she felt this
was the first time the circum-
stances of  the match allowed for
her players’ potentials to shine.

“I think we really needed this
for our confidence,” Garringer
said. “I feel like just having a
nice day, it’s finally showing
their true skills without the
wind and balls just flying every-
where.”

Junior varsity
The Patriots claimed two of

six JV matches against the
Bearcats.

In singles play, Henneaux beat
Carmen Maxwell 6-3. The only
other singles match featured
Muncie Central’s Renne Deboy
beating Maria Mire 6-0.

Jay County lost all four dou-
bles matches as freshmen Taven
Bentley and Lydia Johnson fell
6-5 and seniors Lily Awliya,
Anis Edi and Mire let a trio of
matches slip away 6-0.

Patriots ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

JCHS No. 2 doubles player Chloe Ruiz hits a forehand on Tuesday during the first set
of a 6-4, 3-6, 10-7 victory. The win was the first for Ruiz and Zion Beiswanger since April 15.
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Sports
Thursday, May 2, 2024

JC baseball, golf and soft-
ball all play Bluffton today,
see Sports on tap

Vazquez throws 13 K’s in
victory over South Adams,

see story below

There will be a new
look to the postseason for
the Indian spikers next
year.

On Tuesday, the
OHSAA announced the
divisional assignments
for fall
sports in
the 2024-25
athletic
season, making major
changes to one of  the
Fort Recovery High
School athletic teams.

OHSAA has expanded
volleyball from just four
divisions to seven to
match football. With the
change the FRHS volley-
ball team bumps down to
DVII for the 2024-25 sea-
son.

Other Midwest Athletic
Conference teams in DVII
include Coldwater, Park-
way, St. Henry, New Bre-
men, Marion Local and
Minster. St. Henry elimi-
nated the Indians in the
district opener in the
2023-24 season.

All of  Fort Recovery’s
other fall sports will
remain in their previous
divisions.

Like volleyball, football
will stay in DVII and play
in the northwest region.

Boys and girls cross
country and boys golf
will all remain in the low-
est division for their
respective sports, that
being DIII. 

Girls golf  is also in the
lowest division, at the DII
level.

Offense drives
NEW KNOXVILLE,

Ohio — The Fort Recov-
ery baseball team’s bats
came alive early in a 13-1
beating of  the New
Knoxville Rangers on
Tuesday.

The Indians (6-6, 3-3
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) jumped on top with
a six-run first inning.
Caden Homan and Gavin
Faller both singled in the
inning to drive in runs,
walks by Alex Gaerke
and Troy Homan pushed
runs across the plate and
the final score came on a
sacrifice fly by Reece
Wendel.

Five more runs in the
third inning put the game
out of  reach for the
Rangers (5-11, 0-8 MAC).
Runs got driven in again
by Wendel, Caden
Homan, Faller and Troy
Homan.

Alex Dues earned the
victory while only need-
ing to toss two innings. 

Grisez powers
ANNA, Ohio — Nine

unanswered runs over
the first five innings did
the trick for Fort Recov-
ery’s softball team in a 9-
3 win against the Anna
Rockets on Tuesday.

A one-out home run by
Ava Grisez scored the
first run of  the game for
the Indians (7-10). They
added to it with one run
in the second and fourth
before exploding for six
in the fifth inning.

The first three batters
of  the inning reached
base before Kylie Post
pushed two across the
plate on an error by
Anna’s center fielder.
Cali Wendel’s single and
Grisez’s double pushed
the other three runs
across the plate.

The Rockets (7-12) test-
ed Britney Tebbe, who
pitched in relief, but
could only manage three
runs over the final two
innings.

Jenna Homan secured
the win with five innings
pitched, in which she
only gave up four hits
and two walks.

Tribe
spikers
move
to DVII
in ’24

FRHS
roundup

Things looked as if
the Patriots were going
to drop their first Allen
County Athletic Con-
ference game of  the
season, but a couple of
mistakes in the sixth
left the door open.

A three-run sixth
inning secured the Jay
County High School
baseball team a 4-2 lead
on Tuesday before
Zedrian Vazquez ended
the South Adams
Starfires’ chances of  a
comeback.

Tailing 2-1 entering
the sixth, Jackson
Edwards and Drew
Schemenaur both
reached base on errors
to lead off. A groundout
and an intentional
walk to Parker Nichols
set up bases loaded for
Ryne Goldsworthy. The
senior sent a line drive
to center field to give
the Patriots (9-6, 3-0
ACAC) the lead.

Nichols later scored
on a dropped third
strike and an error by
catcher Luke Bauman.

The Starfires (5-6, 0-2
ACAC) needed two
runs in the top of  the
seventh inning to
extend the game, but
Vazquez didn’t allow
them to pass. He gave
up a double and a walk,
but didn’t allow any
runs to score before he
recorded three outs to
secure the complete
game. He struck out 13
batters in the appear-
ance while only allow-
ing the two runs.

Bats stymied
Two runs in the top

of  the seventh inning
handed the Jay County
softball team a 3-1 loss
to the South Adams
Starfires, as the Patri-
ots struggled to find
offense all night.

With the game tied at
1-1 in the top of  the sev-

enth, Mackenzie
Neuenschwander led
off  with a double
against Mallor Winner.
An error by second
baseman Carley
Trinidad and an inten-
tional walk loaded the
bases for the Starfires
(10-1, 2-0 ACAC).

Shea Alberson deliv-
ered what would be the
winning blow as she
singled to left field to
score two runs.

Addie Baker kept Jay
County’s bats quiet all
night, only allowing
three hits. Jaelynn
Lykins was the only
Patriot in the top five
spots to secure a hit,
while Mady Fraley and
Hallie Schwieterman
claimed the other two.

Winner suffered the
loss with three runs
(two earned) in the
complete game.

The Patriots (5-4, 0-2
ACAC) have now lost
three straight and will
look to right the ship
tonight and secure
their first ACAC win at
Bluffton.

Triple winners
WOODBURN — The

Jay County track
teams both split with
the Woodlan Warriors
and Southern Wells
Raiders on Tuesday.

The girls gathered
71.5 points to dominate
the Raiders (6.5) and
narrowly fall to Wood-
lan (78).

The boys’ 62 points
got outdone by the War-
riors (73) but was more
than enough to defeat
Southern Wells (26).
See Roundup page 7

Errors keep JC
perfect in ACAC

Jay County
roundup

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots haven’t got-
ten off  to the start they
wanted.

The doubles teams were
itching for wins, especially
the No. 2  duo.

Everyone secured a vic-
tory other than the Patri-
ots’ season leader in wins.

The Jay County High
School girls tennis team
cruised to the first three
victories and fought to earn
a fourth to beat the Muncie
Central Bearcats 4-1 Tues-
day.

“It feels really nice,”
JCHS coach Andrea Gar-
ringer said. “I saw a lot of
improvements especially
from the doubles. I saw a lot
more talking and better
placement of  the ball. I saw
a lot of  good net play from
No. 2.”

The No. 2 doubles pair of
Zion Beiswanger and Chloe
Ruiz was searching for a
win. Their last victory
came on April 15 in a match
at Winchester.

The duo got off  to the
start they needed, beating
Muncie Central’s duo of
Clarissa Jones and Grace
Walker 6-4 in the first set.
An early three-game deficit
resulted in the pair drop-
ping the second 6-3 to force
a tiebreaker.

Beiswanger and Ruiz
jumped on top of  the
Bearcats quickly in the
super tiebreaker and decid-
ing set by putting together
a 5-2 run. Jones and Walker
didn’t back down as a trio
of  volleys, a forehand by
Beiswanger that hit the net
and a short forehand by
Walker that bounced twice
gave the MCHS pair the
advantage at 6-5.

After that, the Patriots
went on a run of  their own.

Ruiz broke the dry spell
with a well-placed back-
hand that Jones couldn’t
handle to get the run start-
ed.

A double fault by Walker
tied things up at 7-7. She
then had a forehand that
sailed long to give the Patri-
ot pair the lead. Ruiz placed
a volley that couldn’t be
reached to get match point

and Jones didn’t handle
Beiswanger’s serve, giving
Jay County the point for at
6-4, 3-6, 10-7.

“It should really help
their confidence,” Gar-
ringer said. “I switched
Zion in a match for Lucie
(Henneaux on April 22) but
they weren’t ready to play
together. So I put Zion back
and I think it motivated her
to play a lot harder.”

See Patriots page 7

Patriots beat MCHS
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Jay County High School senior Maggie
Dillon hits a forehand in the No. 3 singles match
against Muncie Central’s Andrea Lopez during
Tuesday’s 4-1 victory.


