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Leonard Herman, 90,
rural Geneva
Garry McElfresh, 72, Fort

Wayne
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  81 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 55.
Tonight’s forecast calls for

cloudy skies with showers
likely and a chance of  thun-
derstorms. The low will be
around 60. Expect mostly
cloudy skies Saturday with a
40% chance of  rain. For an
extended outlook, see page 2.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Plan
Commission meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
the JCHS baseball double-
header against Hagerstown.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Another Jay County Jail

correctional officer is
accused of  engaging in
sexual relations with an
inmate.
William B. Bentz, 35,

2267 S. U.S. 27, Portland,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 5 felony on
Tuesday for sexual mis-
conduct by a service
provider with detainee.
The charge stems from an
incident that occurred
Sunday morning.
Jay County Sheriff ’s

Office investigator Tony
Lennartz explained an
employee had been
reviewing surveillance
footage from the booking
area of  the jail when they
noticed “something that
didn’t look right,” leading
staff  to look into the issue.
Sheriff  Ray Newton

noted investigators have
been reviewing footage
since the incident, leading
to Bentz’s arrest Tuesday. 
“We’re going to hold the

employees accountable for
actions like this,” he said.
“We will not tolerate this.
We are very fortunate we
found it.”
Following his arrest

Tuesday, Bentz was fired
from his position at Jay
County Jail. He was
released from the jail on a
$10,000 bond.
The case is still under

investigation. As of
Wednesday afternoon,
official charges had not
yet been filed in Jay
courts.
Bentz, who has worked

for the department since
last year, is the second cor-
rectional officer this year
to be accused of  sexual
misconduct with an
inmate. John Richard Nor-
ris was charged in Jay Cir-
cuit Court on Feb. 21 with
the same crime, having
allegedly engaged in oral
sex with an inmate. 

Officer
accused of

sexual
relations

with inmate

Second
staffer
at jail
faces
charge

By FAITH E. PINHO
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
The Arizona Senate

voted Wednesday to repeal
the state’s 1864 abortion
ban, sending a measure to
the Democratic governor
that would end weeks of
turmoil and keep in place a
15-week abortion limit
enacted in 2022.
In a testy and emotional

session that included angry
spats, a senator reading
from the Bible and another
playing a recording of  his
daughter’s fetal heartbeat,
the Senate voted 16 to 14 to
repeal the law, with two
Republicans joining
Democrats in backing the
measure.
The Senate was voting on

the language that Arizona’s
House of  Representatives
passed a week ago, when
three Republicans joined
with Democrats to pass the
repeal bill.
The bill will next go to

Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democ-
rat who has called on the
Legislature to repeal the
pre-statehood ban.

See Repeals page 2

Goal surpassed

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A local philanthropic organi-

zation didn’t only reach its goal
this year.
It surpassed it.
And it did so without the

help of  outside grant funding.
United Way of  Jay County

during a small ceremony
Wednesday evening announced
that its 2023-24 annual cam-
paign brought in $158,148, well
surpassing the campaign goal
of  $140,000.
The organization also gave

out various awards at the event.
United Way of  Jay County

executive director Jane Ann
Runyon announced the cam-

paign total, which  exceeded
the goal by nearly 13%. The
campaign came entirely from
local donations without the
help of  any outside grants, she
said.
“We haven’t done that in a

long time,” said Runyon. “I was
excited. … I was tickled.”
She noted the more than

$13,000 brought in through the
inaugural Splashin' with a Pas-
sion: Peggy's Plunge and a suc-
cessful employee campaign
through FCC (Indiana).
Those efforts were recog-

nized with awards, with Port-
land Fire Department — it
organized Peggy’s Plunge in
February — earning the Greg

and Marianne Moser Volunteer
of  the Year Award and FCC
receiving the Lee G. Hall Benef-
icence Award.
“The Plunge was in honor of

Peggy Atkinson, a long-time
supporter of  Jay County Spe-
cial Olympics and turned out to
be a major fundraiser for the
2023 campaign,” said Runyon.
“FCC came through with an

employee that I didn’t even
know they were doing,” she
added. “And that really pushed
us over.”
West Jay Elementary School

was the leading school in
pledge dollars per student at
$5.47 for a total of  $5,854. It
marked the fourth year in a

row that the school has led the
effort.
United Way of  Jay County

board member and Portland
Fire Chief  Mike Weitzel was
also honored with the Vicki
Tague Community Impact
Award.
“Mike Weitzel is so deserving

of  this award because he has
given so much to the United
Way and to many other organi-
zations and events in our com-
munity,” Runyon said, noting
his six years of  service to the
board, including as president.
“He has never turned down a
request for help with anything
that has needed to be done.”

See Surpassed page 2

United Way campaign brought in $158,148;
fire department, Weitzel, FCC received awards

Photo provided

United Way of Jay County held an event Wednesday to celebrate a successful 2023-24 annual campaign and
present several awards. Pictured, campaign chair Traci Gross presents the Greg and Marianne Moser Volunteer of the Year
Award to Mike Weitzel and Zach Hudson of Portland Fire Department, which earned the honor for organizing the inaugural
Splashin’ with a Passion: Peggy’s Plunge fundraiser in honor of the late Peggy Atkinson. Weitzel also was honored with the
Vicki Tague Community Impact Award for his years of service with United Way and various other organizations.

Arizona Senate
repeals 1864 lawAthletic

honor
Mady Fraley

receives her athletic
letter blanket Monday
from Jay County High
School principal Chad
Dodd during Honors
Night. Fraley also was
honored for receiving
an associate’s degree
from Ivy Tech
Community College.
She won the Jane E.
Switzer Memorial
Scholarship and the
Better Business
Bureau Students of
Integrity Scholarship,
among others.

Bill keeps
15-week
abortion

ban in place

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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The Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion is seeking a
Contracted Instructor to teach high-intensity land classes
(focus on cardiorespiratory endurance and strength, including
step aerobics, indoor cycling and/or kickboxing) and a
Contracted Instructor to teach low to high intensity water
classes. Ideal candidate is a self-motivated, enthusiastic
individual with experience teaching fitness classes, and
certification from AEA, ACSM, ACE or a related organization
is preferred. Candidates must be CPR certified with AED
training or must obtain upon hire. Hours are based on fitness
schedule availability and need.

Accepting applications through May 21st.
Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or

send Resume to:
Briana Eicher, Pavilion Director

Muselman Wellness Pavilion/Swiss Village, Inc.
1201 Emmental Drive,Berne, IN 46711
Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org

CONTRACTED INSTRUCTOR
ARTHUR & GLORIA MUSELMAN WELLNESS PAVILION

Today
Mock, Richard: 1 p.m.,  Wil-

son Shook Funeral Home, 317
N. Main St., Dunkirk.

Tinch, Randy: 5 p.m., .Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Laux, Lucille: 10 a.m., Mary

Help of Christians Catholic
Church, 403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery.

Herman, Leonard: 11 a.m.,
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

McElfresh, Garry: 11 a.m.,
Harvest Fellowship Church,
1001 W. Wallen Road, Fort
Wayne.

Branscum, Wanda: noon,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
McGraw, Katrina: noon,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Intersection crash
Three cars were dam-

aged when a Portland
man drove into the back
of  an Ohio woman’s car
at the intersection of
Indiana 67 and U.S. 27 in
Bryant about 7:40 a.m.
Thursday.
Dyllan R. Derrickson,

31, Portland, was travel-
ing west on Indiana 67
when he drove his 2020
Dodge Durango through
the intersection with U.S.
27. 
Derrickson didn’t

notice the 2011 Chevrolet
Equinox — it was driven
by 23-year-old Emilie R.
Dean of  Celina, Ohio
— in front of  him and
crashed into it. 
The vehicle Dean was

driving subsequently
crashed into the 2011
Chevrolet Silverado driv-
en by 21-year-old Bren-
don L. Ralston of
Wilshire, Ohio, in front
of  it.
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and
$5,000. 
The vehicle driven by

Ralston is registered to
Gregory Vantrees of  Celi-
na, Ohio.

Leonard Herman 
Dec. 2, 1933-April 30, 2024

Leonard C. Herman, 90, of
rural Geneva, Indiana, passed
away at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, April
30, 2024, at his
home in Geneva,
Indiana.
He was born on

Saturday, Dec. 2,
1933, in Linn
Grove, Indiana.
He married Rita
(Robinson) Her-
man on Saturday,
Nov. 29, 1952 in
Geneva, Indiana; she preceded
him in death on Dec. 27, 1993. 
Leonard attended the Hartford

Township High School. He for-
merly attended the St. Mary of
the Presentation Catholic
Church. Leonard worked at Port-
land Forge where he was a tow
motor operator for 46 years. He
was an Adams County farmer
for most of  his life. He enjoyed
playing ping pong and was

known as the ping pong champi-
on at Hartford Township.
Leonard enjoyed bowling and
coaching Little League, and
especially loved spending time
with his kids and grandkids.
He will be sadly missed by his

son Michael (Brenda) Herman,
Bluffton, Indiana;, daughter
Teresa (Douglas) Heckler, Gene-
va, Indiana, and son Randall
(Beth) Herman, Geneva, Indi-
ana; grandchildren Camille
(Shane) Himes, Bluffton, Indi-
ana, Ashley (Greg) Mayne,
Bluffton, Indiana, Lindsey
(Jacob) Hilty, Bryant, Indiana,
Jordan Heckler, Geneva, Indi-
ana, Kaitlyn Heckler, Bluffton,
Indiana, Thomas Herman, Gene-
va, Indiana, and Kaleigh Her-
man, Geneva, Indiana; and
great-grandchildren Sophia
Mayne, Reece Himes and Gracie
Mayne, all of  Bluffton, Indiana.
He was preceded in death by

his wife Rita (Robinson) Her-
man; father Charles L. Herman;

mother Dorothy (Kave) Herman;
brothers James, Richard, Wesley
and Jerry Herman; sisters Ellen
Butcher, Maxine Burgess and
Frieda Stevens.
Family and friends may gath-

er to share and remember at
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home located at 100 N. Washing-
ton St., Geneva, on Friday, May
3, 2024, from 3 to 7 p.m. and from
10 to 11 a.m. at Downing & Glan-
cy Funeral Home on Saturday,
May 4, 2024.
A service to celebrate

Leonard’s life will be at Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home at 11
a.m. on Saturday, May 4, 2024,
with Pastor Paul VanCise offici-
ating. Interment will follow in
the St. Mary of  the Presentation
Catholic Church Cemetery in
Geneva.
Memorials may be sent to

Heartland Hospice Care, 1315
Directors Row #210, Fort Wayne,
IN 46808.              
Arrangements are being han-

dled by Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home in Geneva.
Condolences may be

expressed at glancyfuneral-
homes.com.

Garry McElfresh
Sept. 1, 1951-March 10, 2024
Garry (Chittum) McElfresh,

72, of  Fort Wayne, Indiana,
passed away on Sunday, March
10, 2024.
Garry was born on Sept. 1,

1951, in Lubbock, Texas, to the
late William
Richard McEl-
fresh and Hellen
Marie (Snod-
grass) McElfresh.
He was preced-

ed in death by his
stepfather, Gilbert
Ray Chittum, and
his stepbrothers
Larry R. Chittum
and Edwin Lewis Chittum, all of
Portland, Indiana.
He is survived by his sister

Bonnie (Chittum) Schneider of
Clovis, New Mexico.
Garry loved Jesus with all his

heart and would take any oppor-
tunity to speak to his friends and
those he came across in daily life
about Him. He loved the Word of
God. Garry lived life as a Jesus
revolutionary. He loved his Jesus
music and his artwork. 
Garry’s memorial service will

be Saturday, May 4, at 11 a.m.,
with visitation one hour prior at
Harvest Fellowship Church, 1001
W. Wallen Road, Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Herman

McElfresh

Continued from page 1
Traci Gross was the

campaign chair for the
2023-24 campaign and
was the service organiza-
tion chair. (She plans to
chair the 2024-25 cam-
paign as well, Runyon
said.) Division chairs for

the campaign were Rex
Pinkerton (education),
Jeff  Hall (professional),
Jeanna Ford (small busi-
ness), Mark Tillman
(agriculture), Pam and
Pat Bennett (leadership),
Monica Goble (health
care), Mike Weitzel and

Patrick Wells (govern-
ment) and Cindy Denney
(special events).
Also at Wednesday’s

event, the United Way of
Jay County board of
directors honored outgo-
ing board members Tami
Vormohr and Weitzel.

Current board members
are Patrick Wells (presi-
dent), Annie Simmons
(vice president), Monica
Goble (secretary), Emily
Richards (treasurer),
Rick Gibson, Kathy
Lawrence and Brad
Stultz.

Capsule
Reports

Continued from page 1
“I’m glad to see the Senate

answered my call and voted to
repeal the 1864 total abortion ban.
While this is essential to protect-
ing women’s health, it is just the
beginning,” Hobbs said in a state-
ment once the Senate session
ended. “I will never stop fighting
for women’s reproductive free-
doms.”
The Senate’s actions Wednesday

were punctuated by angry calls
from a gallery filled with activists.
The two Republicans — Sens. T.J.

Shope and Shawnna Bolick — took
heat from their fellow Republicans
for voting to repeal the law.
“Our Democrat colleagues who

are very good at sticking together
… they vote together,” said Sen.
Dave Farnsworth. “Unfortunately,
on this side of  the aisle, we are not
so good at doing that.”
The Biden campaign has teed up

abortion as a top motivating issue
for Democrats this fall, especially
in swing states. While the Arizona
Legislature bickered over its law,
Vice President Kamala Harris

gave a speech on reproductive free-
dom in Florida to commemorate
that state’s six-week abortion ban,
which went into effect Wednesday.
“In states across our nation,

extremists have proposed and
passed laws that criminalize doc-
tors, punish women,” Harris said.
“Laws that threaten doctors and
nurses with prison time — even
for life — simply for providing
reproductive care. Laws that make
no exception for rape or incest.
Even reviving laws from the
1800s.”

Surpassed ...

Repeals ...
Lotteries

CR almanac

75/59 75/57 76/60 81/65 81/65
There’s a

40% chance
of rain on Sat-
urday under
cloudy skies.
Thunder-
storms are
possible.

Another
chance of
rain to round
out the week
under mostly
sunny skies.

Tuesday
has a 60%
chance of
thunder-
storms and
rain. The
high may be
81.

Sunday’s
forecast
shows a 40%
chance of rain
and thunder-
storms. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

More rain
is on the hori-
zon for Mon-
day when
there’s a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

Saturday
5/4

Sunday
5/5

Monday
5/5

Tuesday
5/6

Wednesday
5/7

Powerball
1-11-19-21-68
Power Ball: 15
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$203 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$284 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-7-8
Daily Four: 6-4-3-1
Quick Draw: 1-3-11-14-

15-16-21-31-42-45-49-53-58-
62-64-65-70-71-75-80
Evening
Daily Three: 1-9-9

Daily Four: 9-0-3-3
Quick Draw: 6-7-11-12-

14-17-28-29-31-39-43-45-48-
51-59-66-68-76-77-80
Cash 5: 8-11-12-35-40
Estimated jackpot:

$189,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-9-7
Pick 4: 4-3-1-5
Pick 5: 0-0-1-8-2
Evening
Pick 3: 7-3-8
Pick 4: 3-9-1-0
Pick 5: 1-7-3-9-1
Rolling Cash: 1-2-11-15-

34
Estimated jackpot:

$190,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.41
June corn ................4.43
Wheat ......................4.88

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.50
June corn ................4.55
July corn..................4.45

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.45
June corn ................4.40
Beans ......................11.77

June beans ............11.79
Wheat ...................... 5.58

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.33
June corn ................4.37
Beans ......................11.69
June beans ............11.76
Wheat ......................5.54

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.38
June corn ................4.41
Beans ......................11.50
June beans ............11.60
Wheat ......................5.33

In 1972, the Bryant
High School baseball
team clobbered Southern
Wells 11-0. Jim Wendel
tossed a two-hit shutout
for the Owls, and Ron
Wendel had three hits.
In 1973, Portland

native Philip D. Young
announced plans to open
a law practice in the city.
He had served as produc-
tion control manager at
Jay Garment Co. before
enrolling in the Indiana
University School of
Law.

In 2018, the Fort
Recovery High School
baseball team locked up
its first Midwest Athletic
Conference champi-
onship as it clobbered
visiting New Knoxville
10-0 in five innings.
In 2022, local Republi-

cans backed former Jay
County Sheriff  Ray New-
ton for a return to the
office as he defeated Tony
Lennartz and Patrick
Wells in the primary elec-
tion.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.



DEAR ABBY: My sister
“Sandy” divorced her husband
15 years ago. Her oldest son,
“Nick,” has never gotten over
it. He’s 30 now and has treated
her badly over the years. He
not only vandalized her home
but has also said horrible
things to her. She maintained a
relationship with him despite
his behavior, supporting him
emotionally and sometimes
financially.
Sandy has been engaged to

her long-term boyfriend for
three years, but Nick is hostile
toward him. He calls him
names, denigrates his faith
and refuses to accept him as

part of  the family. Her fiance
has grown tired of  this treat-
ment, and I’m afraid it may
cause their breakup. 
My sister doesn’t want to lose

her son over this, and everyone in
our family, including her other
children, loves Nick. What can
she do? — SEES DYSFUNCTION
IN NEW MEXICO
DEAR SEES: What your sis-

ter should do depends upon
what’s more important to her.
If  losing her fiance to main-

tain a relationship with her
disrespectful and unloving son
is paramount, she should end
their romantic relationship.
Of  course, it won’t change her
son’s deplorable behavior, and
she will have to accept that.
OR she can decide to go on
with her life and possibly
marry her gentleman friend.
The rest of  the family can con-
tinue to love Nick as much as
they wish, and everyone will
be happier.

P.S. I can’t help but won-
der why this letter came
from you and not from your
sister. The most unwelcome
advice is that which is unso-
licited.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.
CINNCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-

day, May 3, at the Harmony
Café in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
ROAD RIDERS FOR

JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE

SOLDIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-

tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

The Front Desk Attendant is responsible for building
and maintaining customer relations while placing an
emphasis on excellent membership services. This
position is responsible for providing knowledge of
programs, services, and memberships provided by
the Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or
send Resume to:

Briana Eicher, Pavilion Director
Muselman Wellness Pavilion/Swiss Village, Inc.

1201 Emmental Drive
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: brianae@swissvillage.org

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT
ARTHUR & GLORIA MUSELMAN WELLNESS PAVILION

PART TIME: VARIED WEEKDAY HOURS AND
OCCASIONAL WEEKEND HOURS

THANK YOU 
MR. LeMaster

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 
Attorney Greg LeMaster for his prompt response 
to the Election Integrity Survey, which I recently 
distributed to both Republican candidates for 
the Indiana State House of Representatives. Mr. 
LeMaster's thoughtful and thorough answers 
have been invaluable in providing insights into 
his stance on election-related issues.
If anyone would like to discuss the survey 
questions or Mr. LeMaster's responses in greater 
detail, please feel free to reach out to me at 
either Clayto55@aim.com or at (765) 730-3301. 
I would be happy to engage in further discussion.
Thank you once again, Mr. LeMaster, for your 
time and cooperation.

Best regards,
J. Clayton Phillips

Paid for by J. Clayton Phillips

Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition is asking the commu-
nity to name the new recovery
home.
The naming contest, going on

now through May 17, is open to
residents of  Jay, Blackford,
Delaware and Adams counties.
Its winner will receive $250 and
determine the name of  Jay
County’s sober living facility.
Participants may submit sug-

gestions at bit.ly/3URgMEp. 

Museum opening
Fort Recovery Museum’s sea-

son opening is this weekend.
The museum will offer free

admission from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Visi-
tors may view a portion of  a
rare collection of  images
scanned from the glass nega-
tives of  Harry McDaniel (1868-
1943), a past Fort Recovery resi-
dent and photographer. Also,
author William Heath will be at

the museum from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Saturday  to discuss his book,
“William Wells and the Strug-
gle for the Old Northwest.”

Tabernacle Revivals
Wesleyan Fellowship is host-

ing its 94th anniversary of  the
Portland Tabernacle Revivals
this weekend.
Festivities begin at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday in the Canterbury Com-
munity Room, 401 Canterbury
Lane, Portland, with a carry in
dinner to follow. Rick Denney, a
former Redkey resident, will
sing at the event. 
To learn more, call (260) 202-

9800.

Community Calendar

Coalition asking
for name ideas

Bitter son won’t allow his mother to find happiness

Photo provided

Contest winners
Londyn Cavanaugh, sponsored by the Portland Evening Optimist Club and

pictured above at left, placed third in the Optimist International North District Oratorical
Contest on April 20 at the Creative Financial Center in Kokomo. She received a $1,000
scholarship. Anna Fisher, sponsored by the Portland Breakfast Optimist Club  and pictured
above at right, was a runner up and received a $200 cash award.

Dear
Abby

Taking
Note
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The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service
The death of  Charles Leo

Daniel at the Northwest Deten-
tion Center in Tacoma piqued
the interest of  immigrant rights
advocates and some members
of  Washington’s congressional
delegation. The mystery sur-
rounding his death and the fact
that he was housed in solitary
confinement for most of  the time
he was incarcerated is cause for
concern.
Nearly two months after his

death, how he died has still yet to
be made public by U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforce-
ment or the Pierce County med-
ical examiner. ICE issued a
report that detailed its version
of  Daniel’s time in federal cus-
tody and the immediate time
leading up to his death. But one
detail ICE officials omitted was

the cause of  death. Similar
reports from ICE on previous
deaths of  detainees have causes
of  deaths, but not all of  them.
The Pierce County medical
examiner’s website still lists
Daniel’s cause of  death as pend-
ing.
That’s why Congress should

pass the Dignity for Detained
Immigrants Act. A greater level
of  transparency is needed and
the bill would do just that.
Should the bill eventually

pass, it would require that the
Secretary of  the Department of
Homeland Security conduct an

investigation into such deaths no
later than 30 days after the death
of  an immigrant in the custody
of  ICE. The report would include
a root cause analysis that identi-
fies any changes to policies, prac-
tices, training curricula,
staffing, or potential systemwide
errors that may reduce the prob-
ability of  such an event in the
future.
The law would also require

ICE to report whether the death
of  a detainee may have resulted
from a health problem that exist-
ed before or during, or was exac-
erbated by, the detention.

Daniel, from the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, entered
the U.S. through Miami on a vis-
itor’s visa in July 2000. He was
convicted of  second degree mur-
der in King County in October
2003 and was incarcerated at the
Washington Corrections Center
in Shelton. He was held in soli-
tary confinement for nearly 10
years in state prisons and for
four years at the detention cen-
ter.
Despite his criminal history,

any death of  a detainee deserves
public scrutiny and laws to pro-
tect those who remain in custody.

Pass bill for greater transparency

By JEB BUSH
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service
Across the country, most

high school classrooms still
resemble their 20th century
counterparts despite mas-
sive changes in the work-
force over the past 50 years.
Today’s jobs require

advanced skills and educa-
tion or training, yet many
graduates feel unprepared
for their next steps.
A 2022 YouScience sur-

vey found three-fourths of
high school graduates
reported feeling moderate-
ly, slightly or not at all pre-
pared to make college or
career decisions after grad-
uation. Roughly one-third
of  the survey respondents,
who graduated high school
between 2019 and 2022, said
they were not following any
planned educational or
career path. A more recent
survey of  teens from
EdChoice, a nonprofit
focused on school choice,
found that just 38% report-
ed feeling extremely or
very prepared for educa-
tion beyond high school.
Thankfully, one state is

leading the way when it
comes to reimagining the
high school experience and
aligning it with current
needs.
Following a vision set by

Gov. Eric Holcomb, House
Speaker Todd Huston and
Secretary of  Education
Katie Jenner, education pol-
icymakers in
Indiana recently proposed
a high school redesign that
will reshape how young
adults experience the last
years of  their K-12 educa-
tional journey and set them
up for real success as they
transition to college or the
workforce.
The Indiana proposal

breaks down the high
school redesign into three
focus areas: diploma
requirements that are more
flexible and relevant to
what students need in the
real world; access to high-
quality work-based learn-
ing opportunities; and an
increase in the completion
of  high-value postsec-
ondary credentials in high
school.
In many states, current,

decades-old requirements
prioritize course comple-
tion and “box checking”
over real-world skills and
experiences. Under its new
diploma framework, Indi-
ana has proposed flexible,
rigorous curricula that will
ensure students master
concepts needed for future
success.
Indiana’s proposed “GPS

Diploma Plus” includes
course credit requirements
that create more opportuni-
ty to personalize pathways
with greater flexibility in
how students meet
required credits for core
subjects. This creates more
relevance between stu-
dents’ courses and their
chosen career paths.
Students also are allowed

to earn credits via compe-

tency-based instruction,
letting them demonstrate
mastery of  knowledge and
content through projects
and site-based learning, not
just how much time they
spend in a classroom.
The second of  Indiana’s

three focus areas is work-
based learning, which
refers to educational expe-
riences that integrate aca-
demic knowledge and skills
with real-world work expe-
riences. Students engage in
tasks or projects directly
related to their field of
study or future career
goals. Often associated with
more blue-collar intern-
ships, work-based learning
can benefit all students.
Indiana envisions a K-12
continuum that includes
career exploration, engage-
ment and experience, giv-
ing students hands-on
opportunities to learn and
develop.
High-value postsec-

ondary credentials beyond
high school diplomas are
the third focus of  the Indi-
ana plan. These industry-
recognized certifications
validate job-specific skills,
boosting graduate employa-
bility. Nationally, just 18%
of  credentials earned are in
demand by employers,
according to the research
project Credentials Matter.
Indiana already has suc-

cessful partnerships in
place in some of  its schools,
examples that could be
replicated in other states.
For example, a partner-

ship among multiple school
corporations in southwest
Indiana and automaker
Toyota is exposing students
to advanced manufacturing
production during their
last two years of  high
school. Seniors get hands-
on learning two hours a
day, four days a week at a
local Toyota facility and get
paid for their training
hours.
Indiana’s path is ambi-

tious. It’s the first state to
significantly tackle this
challenge, with the goal of
not just offering new diplo-
ma requirements but also
ensuring students are get-
ting the skills and experi-
ences they need before they
leave high school.
It will take time and col-

laboration to ensure
employers, families, educa-
tors, school leaders and stu-
dents understand the goals
of  this plan, but I believe
the Indiana model will be
one for other states to fol-
low in years to come.

••••••••••
Bush was governor of

Florida from 1999 to 2007.
He is the founder and chair
of  ExcelinEd.

U.S. can learn from
redesign in Indiana

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
It finally happened — I have

become my father. Specifically, I
find myself  talking about how
things were when I was growing
up. For instance, when I went to
high school, everyone got the same
diploma and it gave you a rounded
knowledge base to prepare you for
your future, whatever that may
have looked like.
But diplomas have been special-

ized and complicated in recent
decades. In some ways, the Indiana
Department of  Education’s move
to streamline Indiana’s diploma
system will alleviate some of  that.
The state would move from four

or five types of  diplomas to two:
Indiana GPS Diploma and GPS
Diploma Plus.
State officials and stakeholders

also want more kids taking more
college classes and getting work-
place credentials. It seems Indiana
students are having trouble com-
pleting high school coursework
proficiently and yet we are push-
ing them to do even more.
But the formula to earn a diplo-

ma would still be complex, involv-
ing words like pathways, work-
based learning and apprentice-
ships. And slowly, education seems
more about training workers than
teaching students.

Pinning too early
My primary issue with the

whole debate is that the system
wants to pin down students so
early in their K-12 careers. You
pretty much must know what
avenue you want to go down by 8th
grade.
How many people knew exactly

what they wanted to be at 14 years
old? It happens, but it’s rare. It is
much more logical that you use
middle school and even the begin-
ning of  high school to learn a vari-

ety of  things and see what piques
your interest. We called those elec-
tive courses in my days (the early
1990s, if  you must know).
You could take journalism or

drama or industrial arts, for
instance. I always knew I loved the
written word, but my high school
journalism class solidified how I
wanted to move forward. Other
students found that they loved
working with their hands.
Nowadays, some of  those elec-

tive courses might be more techni-
cal, such as computer program-
ming and business classes. But the
idea is the same — trying a variety
of  things to find your passion.
Is there even any room for elec-

tives anymore? State education
officials say the proposed changes
would actually allow electives to
count toward other credits and
make them more of  a focus, not
less. If  so, I applaud that.
I also don’t know why, suddenly,

young adults can’t seem to handle
basic tasks. Or at least that’s what
employers are saying. Going to
school itself  taught me about
showing up on time, completing
my work, communicating with
others on projects and the conse-
quences of  a bad grade when I
slacked off. All those things trans-
late into the workforce.
But if  they didn’t, that’s why we

had part-time jobs. For me, it was
dipping ice cream and ringing up
gas sales at a convenience store or
selling CDs and, gasp, vinyl
records at a music store in the
mall.

Why, suddenly, does that need to
be part of  my diploma?

Willing to learn
I have read so much on this topic

because so many people I respect
and admire are telling me this new
path is necessary. So, I am trying
to be open to the proposals. I know
that some students learn better by
actually doing an activity or task
rather than sitting in a classroom
hearing about it.
And I know Indiana is doing

nothing different than other
states. The Education Commission
of  the States reports that nearly
all states have moved past simple
minimum credit requirements to a
focus on skills and college and
career readiness.
For instance, at least 21 states

have identified multiple diploma
options or pathways to graduation
in state policy:
•At least 46 states and the Dis-

trict of  Columbia identify mini-
mum credit requirements to earn
a standard diploma.
•At least 44 states and the Dis-

trict of  Columbia permit students
to substitute specific courses,
assessments or other experi-
ences for existing credit require-
ments.
•At least 34 states require stu-

dents to complete specific assess-
ments as a graduation require-
ment.
I am a bit of  an old dog, but am

willing to learn new tricks. I will
keep reading, learning and trying
to understand how this will make
Indiana students better and more
prepared.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana

Statehouse since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Diploma changes are confusing
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By These

By NANCY ALEXANDER
Purdue Ag News
A developer approaches a local

plan commission, seeking
approval to locate a wind or solar
farm in the community. But the
community may not have an ordi-
nance that regulates a commer-
cial solar or commercial wind
development. Or, because the
technology has changed so rapid-
ly, the existing ordinance needs
review and rewriting.
Perhaps a locality is further

along, on its way to permitting a
renewable energy development.
But local officials are unsure how
to negotiate an economic develop-
ment agreement that best serves
their community.
Purdue Extension has received

a three-year, $1.9 million award to
lead an Indiana Renewable Ener-
gy Planning and Technical
Engagement Collaborative. The
collaborative will be a hub to help
Indiana communities with
renewable energy planning, eval-
uation and decision-making.
Purdue Extension was one of

six state-based projects that
received funding through
the Renewable Energy Siting
through Technical Engagement
and Planning (R-STEP) program.
Funded by the U.S. Department
of  Energy’s Solar Energy Tech-
nologies Office  and  Wind Ener-
gy Technologies Office, R-STEP
supports statewide initiatives
that provide expertise, trainings
and technical resources to help

local governments and communi-
ties plan for and evaluate large-
scale renewable energy and ener-
gy storage projects. 
Many renewable energy proj-

ects are in rural areas because of
the space that commercial solar
and commercial wind develop-
ment require. “A lot of  communi-
ties are getting approached,” says
Tamara Ogle, community devel-
opment regional educator with
Purdue Extension. “For many,
this is a new land use, and under-
standing the implications of  that
land use, as well as what it brings
into the community, is really
important.”
“The way that Indiana works is

that local communities can make
the decision on their own
whether or not they want to have
planning and zoning for renew-
able energy,” explains Kara
Salazar, assistant program leader
for community development with
Purdue Extension. “But they
need to consider a lot of  different
factors to decide if  and how they
want to regulate renewable ener-
gy land uses, and it can be chal-
lenging for a community to have

all of  the expertise locally to
guide them through these deci-
sions.”
By supporting data-driven,

local decision-making, the collab-
orative will help communities
understand the effects of  renew-
able energy development on the
local economy, land rights and
use, local workforce, and the
broader energy landscape.
Communities sometimes ask

Purdue Extension how to bring a
wide range of  viewpoints into
their decision-making process.
This is especially important in
rural communities that don’t
often see large-scale develop-
ment, Salazar says. “It’s a big
decision to make. It’s not as much
about the technology itself; it’s
more about how the community
is going to look and feel and grow
into the future. So when residents
and other interested parties who
live there and work there are able
to help make decisions, you can
have the placement of  these dif-
ferent types of  projects in areas
that make sense locally.”
“Purdue Extension has been

doing this kind of  process and

technical assistance work in
communities for a long time,”
Ogle adds. “Our goal is to support
informed local decision making
— helping them to weigh alterna-
tives and consequences and have
the information to make the best
decision for their community.”
One area in need of  attention

is Indiana’s patchwork of  incon-
sistent local ordinances. The
grant will allow Purdue Exten-
sion to update the state’s ordi-
nance inventory to include the
many changes that have
occurred since it was compiled in
2021. “The ordinance inventory
helps communities and plan
commissions throughout the
state look at and compare ordi-
nances so that they can craft
their own for renewable energy,”
Salazar explains.
Other help will be hands-on.

Landowners and planners alike
may benefit from new webinars,
site tours of  renewable energy
projects, workshops, networking
opportunities and presentations.
Extension is also working with
technical experts and planners
on a renewable energy guide-

book, fact sheets and web-based
resources like case studies. A
statewide summit in year three
will offer insight into how the
collaborative can continue to
support communities.
In 2023 the Indiana Legislature

approved voluntary guidelines
for wind and solar standards that
local communities can adopt, and
established the Commercial Solar
and Wind Energy Ready Commu-
nities Development Center as a
resource for wind and solar ener-
gy development. Through the R-
STEP grant, Purdue Extension is
working with the Indiana Office
of  Energy Development to assist
communities interested in
becoming certified as Commer-
cial Solar Energy Ready, Wind
Energy Ready or both.
“The Indiana Office of  Energy

Development is excited to part-
ner with Purdue University on
this program. R-STEP will sup-
port local communities in mak-
ing informed decisions about
Indiana’s important energy
resources, including wind and
solar,” says Ryan Hadley, execu-
tive director of  the Indiana OED.

Extension to lead new collaborative
New effort will help help Indiana communities with

renewable energy planning, evaluation and decision-making

Fast Company Magazine
Some U.S. farmers who

once raised chickens for
Tyson Foods to slaughter
are shifting to sell eggs
instead after the meatpack-
er closed six plants, a move
that left local suppliers
with limited options for
work.
In one example, for-

mer Tyson suppliers in cen-
tral Virginia formed a coop-
erative that will produce
cage-free eggs for Indiana-
based Dutch Country
Organics on a dozen farms,
after Tyson closed its near-
by Glen Allen plant last
year.
In Dexter, Missouri, the

world’s biggest egg compa-
ny, Cal-Maine Foods, in
March finalized a deal to
buy another chicken meat
plant Tyson shuttered. Cal-
Maine recruited local farm-
ers to produce eggs.
The switch to eggs, which

carries high costs, reflects
the tough choices
former Tyson suppliers
around the country must
make following the compa-
ny’s 2023 decision to shut
plants in an effort to return
to profitability in its chick-
en business after misjudg-
ing consumer demand.
Egg farming also comes

with risk as lethal bird flu
infections have hit laying
hens harder than broiler
chickens raised for meat.
The virus flared up for a
third year this spring,
resulting in the culling of
nearly 10 million hens
involved in commercial egg
production so far this year.
Cal-Maine culled about 1.9
million birds this month
after an outbreak in Texas.

Millions to upgrade
Former broiler growers

must spend millions of  dol-
lars on barn and equip-
ment upgrades to produce
eggs, a notoriously volatile
market, 18 poultry produc-
ers, government officials
and industry experts told
Reuters. Last year, egg
prices tanked after reach-
ing record highs due to the
worst-ever outbreak of  bird
flu in poultry.
“It’s a very expensive

investment from the grow-
er,” said John Bapties, who
is president of  the Central
Virginia Poultry Coopera-
tive and raised chickens
for Tyson for 20 years
before the Glen Allen plant
closed.
His cooperative is plac-

ing hens in barns that for-
merly housed broiler chick-
ens, and expects to sell
cage-free eggs produced by
about one million birds to
Dutch County Organics
within a year, he said.
Farmers needed to

replace dirt floors in barns
with concrete and install
nesting systems for hens,
among other costly renova-
tions.

Taylor Lee, a former
Tyson grower in DeWitt,
Virginia, said he decided
against the switch. He will
focus on raising crops
while keeping his poultry
barns empty for now.
“They’re painting a pret-

ty picture with that co-op
but it’s $2.8 million roughly
to upgrade my farm to egg
production,” Lee said.

Cage-free eggs
The United States has

about 125 million cage-free
laying hens, about 40% of
total layers, U.S. govern-
ment data show. More are
needed after some states
banned sales of  eggs from
caged hens and restaurants
committed to cage-free sup-
plies, Dutch Country
Organics CEO Lamar Bon-
trager said.
“I’ve been getting calls

like crazy,” Bontrager said.
“Those guys are all con-
cerned of  where to procure
their eggs.”
Former broiler growers

offer egg companies an
opportunity to expand pro-
duction because the farm-
ers are already familiar
with poultry.
“It’s one of  the ways that

these companies are con-
verting: by grabbing old
barns,” said Brian
Moscogiuri, global trade
strategist for Eggs Unlimit-
ed.
Tyson declined to com-

ment. The company said
last year that 55 broiler
growers supplied the Glen
Allen plant and that it
offered them buyout pack-
ages. The plant had about
700 employees.

Jobs wanted
“While I welcome Cal-

Maine’s investment in Dex-
ter, it does not right the
wrongs of  Tyson or guaran-
tee new jobs for the more
than 2,000 Missourians now
out of  one,” U.S.
Senator Josh Hawley of
Missouri said in a state-
ment to Reuters.
David Wyman, Dexter’s

city administrator, also wel-
comed Cal-Maine, though it
is expected to work with a
fraction of  the farmers who
supplied Tyson. Cal-Maine
said it expects to expand
over time and that revenue
opportunities will be as
good or better than farmers
had under previous con-
tracts.
Egg farming is generally

harder to get into opera-
tionally than raising chick-
ens for meat; requires more
capital and labor expertise;
and carries higher disease
risks, said Wendong Zhang,
an assistant professor and
agricultural economist
at Cornell University.
“Due to the closure of  the

plants and termination of
contracts, the switch is in a
way a move of  necessity,”
he said.

Factory closures
force chicken
farmers to switch
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$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/
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2 insertions.......81¢/
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3 insertions.......96¢/
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6 insertions.... $1.14/
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26 insertions. $1.77/
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Online.......FREE
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No borders or logos
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Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  310 Broadway
St. , Pennville IN  Satur-

day Morning
MAY 4th, 2024
AT 9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE – 270 E
Liberty Street:
PARCEL #1:

Lot size is 130’ x 150’.
There is a structure on
this parcel that has a

new metal roof.
Parcel #2:  Corner of

North Street and Water
Street:

This is an empty lot that
is 49’ x 148’.

For more information
contact LOY REAL

ESTATE 260-726-2700
or Gary Loy Auctioneer

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

– OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS

Kenmore Elite 3 door
refrigerator; Kenmore
Oasis HE washer and
dryer; 5 pc. king size
bedroom suit; Tonka

cement mixer; Precious
Moments figurines;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF MICKEY MOUSE
ITEMS: Snow globes,

candy dispensers,
mugs, bobble heads,
banks, just to name a

few.  Cabbage
Patch dolls in original
boxes; Texaco oil can;
and many other items

not listed.
2007 CHRYSLER
ASPEN -TOOLS

2007 Chrysler Aspen
Limited 4 door vehicle

with 5.7 liter Hemi
engine, 1974 Suzuki dirt
bike, (3) storage trailers;
Honda 350 motorcycle;
Snap On tool box with
tray; basement jacks;

single plow; metal cart;
chain link fence; and
many other items not

listed.
NEIL & WAUNETA

KEGERREIS, Deceased
By Nathaniel and Phillip

Kegerreis
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 

Travis Theurer 
AU11200131

Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-

tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
Sunday Afternoon

May 5th, 2024
12:30 P.M..

MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD &amp;
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak dining room table

with 2 extra boards and
6 chairs; dresser; Oak
roll top desk with chair;
Oak file cabinets; Oreck

sweeper; Ping golf
clubs; egg basket; metal
flower baskets; cement
bench; and many other

items not listed. 
LUMBER - TOOLS

Oak Lumber (several
boards); Gen Pro 6X

270 – 5000 watt genera-
tor; Jet Dust Collector;
Bostitch nailer; Crafts-
man 1 hp sander; Stihl
sander; Black &amp;
Decker battery weed

eater;
aluminum extension lad-
der; Black &amp; Deck-
er electric blower; post
jobbers; sprinkler; and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 11:00
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
DR THOMAS & DEBBIE

BANTA
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY May 18th,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 7052 W 350

S. Dunkirk IN
Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for

private showing phone
auctioneers.

REAL ESTATE
2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of

finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40

Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.

TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna

Force 5 horse power
twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-

net. Snap-on Freon
machine. 10” Delta table

saw. 
ANTIQUES – FURNI-

TURE - MISC
Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

PUBLIC AUCTION
TWO VERY NICE AUC-

TIONS, 
ONE LOCATION

SATURDAY May 11,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:  

7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN
TRACTOR -FARM

ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.

3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar

mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug

and other crocks.
Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with

laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars

years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and

wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and

fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. # AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is
too big or small. Pole
barns, roofing, remodel-
ing. 260-849-2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED CITY OF
PORTLAND The Portland
Water Park is accepting
applications for CERTI-
FIED lifeguards for the
2024 season.  The guards
need to be certified in Life-
guarding, CPR and First
Aid Training and Aquatic
Attraction.   Starting rate
for lifeguards will be paid
$14/hr with additional pay
for returning guards based
on prior year of service.
Additional positions at
Portland Water Park to
include concession stand.
No certification is
required. Starting rate for
concession stand is
$13/hr with additional pay
for returning employees
based on prior year of
service. The Water Park is
open 7 days per week and
employees will be expect-
ed to work weekends.
Applications are available
at Portland City Hall, city
website: thecityofport-
land.net or Portland Water
Park Facebook page.
Season will begin May
25th till mid to late August.
Applications will be
accepted at City Hall, 321
North Meridian Street,
until Friday, May 3rd at
4:00p.m. The City of Port-
land is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer. 
PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.

Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time
29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 
HELP WANTED Farm
Equipment Operator
Starts ASAP $15 Per
Hour. Portland, IN. (541)
670-0862  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY

IN THE JAY COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT

CAUSE NO. 38C01-2404-MI-15
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE

OF:
ANDREW LEWIS DUGAN,

Petitioner
NORICE OF PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Andrew Lewis Dugan, whose
mailing address is: Dunkirk, In-
diana 47336, in the Jay County,
Indiana, hereby gives notice
that Andrew Lewis Dugan has
filed a petition in the Jay
County Circuit Court request-
ing that name be changed to
Rex Andrew Gilbert..
Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said pe-
tition on June 20, 2024 at 8:30 am

Andrew Lewis Dugan, 
Petitioner

April 12, 202024
Jon Eads, Clerk

cr 4-26,5-3,10-2024HSPAXLPPublic Notice
The following will be sold for

charges: 

2381 E 200 N PORTLAND 

On 05/21/2024 @ 10:00 AM 

2002 CHEVROLET

1GNDT13W02K197085 $1,795.00 

2016 HYUNDAI

KMHCT4AE9GU072996

$1,820.00 

2016 JEEP

1C4PJMBS5GW243716 $3,070.00

CR 5-3-2024 - HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE
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Classifieds
www.thecr.com

READ THE CR 
THEN RECYCLE

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Softball vs. Muncie
Central – 5 p.m.; Track ACAC meet at
Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high base-
ball vs. Adams Central – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Anna – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.;
JV baseball at Wapakoneta – 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Baseball double header

vs. Hagerstown – 10 a.m.; Girls tennis at
South Adams – 10 a.m.; Softball Lady
Panther Classic at Elwood – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball double
header vs. Russia – 11 a.m. and 1:00
p.m.; Softball Cancer Strikeout at Cold-
water – 11 a.m.; JV baseball double
header at Russia – 11 a.m.

TV sports
Today

12:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Miami
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

4:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Miami
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Miami Heat
at Boston Celtics (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Los
Angeles Clippers at Dallas Mavericks
(ESPN)

11:45 p.m. — AFL football: Greater
Western Sydney Giants at Sydney
Swans (FS1)

Saturday
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: AFC

Bournemouth at Arsenal (USA)

7:30 a.m. — Championship soccer:
Huddersfield Town at Ipswich Town
(ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Notting-
ham Forest at Sheffield United (USA)

12 p.m. — College baseball: Mary-
land at Rutgers (BTN)

12 p.m. — UFL: Memphis 
Showboats at Birmingham Stallins
(ABC)

12 p.m. — Formula 1: Miami Grand
Prix (ESPN)

12 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck
Series: Heart of America 200 (FS1)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League:
Wolverhampton at Manchester City
(NBC)

2 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series:
Kansas (FS1)

2:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago White

Sox at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indi-
ana)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: The CJ Cup
(CBS)

3 p.m. — UFL: St. Louis Battle-
hawks at Houston Roughnecks (FOX)

5 p.m. — College volleyball: NCAA
Men’s Volleyball tournament (ESPN2)

5:50 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
AdventHealth 400 (FS1)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles
at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Philadelphia
76ers at New York Knicks (TNT)

7 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at

Tampa Bay Rays (FOX)
8 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs

at Boston Bruins (ABC)
8 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck

Series: Heart of America 200 (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — USL Championship:

Oakland Roots at San Antonio FC (FOX)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

The annual City of Portland Mayor’s
Golf Outing has been scheduled for Fri-
day, June 14 at Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be held
from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the day
of the outing. A meal will also be provid-
ed for the four-person teams at this
time. Registration is limited to the first
20 teams and must be completed by
June 10 and submitted to 321 N Merid-
ian Street, emailing
mayorsoffice@thecityofportland.net or
calling (260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun start

at noon. Those interested can also spon-
sor the event. It cost $150 to sponsor a
hole, $200 to sponsor a team and a
meal or $300 for to sponsor a team, a
meal and hole sponsorship.

Race coming up
The Monroe Lions 5K Run/Walk is

the next race set to take place in the
Adams County Challenge Series.

It will take place at 8:15 a.m. on May
11 at the east side of Adams Central
School.

Registration for the race is $20 on
race day and female participants will
receive a plant in honor of Mother’s Day.

For more information, contact Alan
Arnold by emailing him at
pamalarn@myfibersolution.com or by
calling (260) 216-1101.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Sophie Pearson
FRHS — 2023
Scored a run as a

pinch runner for the
Thomas More Uni-
versity softball team
in a 5-3 win over Ken-
tucky Wesleyan on
Saturday.
Pearson entered

the game after a lead-

off single by Emily
Allphin in the sixth
inning. She advanced
to second on another
single and then to
third on a fly out.
A third hit in the

inning scored Pear-
son to add an insur-
ance run before the
Saints closed out the
game.

Check-up ...

Continued from page 8
Eventually, his time at

Jay County and the
impression it left on him
drew him back to apply for
the athletic director posi-
tion.
“Ever since I’ve left, I’ve

never stopped thinking
about my time here,” Grif-
fin said. “It was the people
… I have moved around
and you hear the same sto-
ries, but the truth of  it is –
at least for me – Jay is dif-
ferent.”
This will be the first

time Griffin will serve in a
role related to athletics.
Yet, he has been around
athletics for a while
between playing at Pendle-
ton Heights High School
watching his son, Tucker,
play for the New Castle
basketball and golf  teams.
He also consulted with a

few other athletic directors
about the role to get a per-
spective on what the job

entails and how it hits his
passion for serving the
youth of  the community
and providing opportuni-
ties in a new way.
“It’s a different way to

approach students and
kids,” Griffin said. “So
now there is a student in a
place where they are
happy, so now what can we
do as far as, making them
into the best citizens and
best people we can.
“Hopefully for my role is

to come alongside and help
our coaching and our staff
and be there for them, who
in turn are changing the
lives of  our kids through
athletics.
“I’m here to serve. I real-

ly look at this as a service
job, whether if  it’s being an
athletic director, a teacher
or anything within our aca-
demic is something where
we get an opportunity (to)
serve our communities and
especially our children.”

Griffin ...

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service
INDIANAPOLIS — Jim Bob Cooter

likes to tell a good story.
Get the Indianapolis Colts offensive

coordinator really interested in a
topic, and he’s likely to ramble on for
minutes in a style uniquely his own.
So it was Wednesday afternoon at

the Indiana Farm Bureau Football
Center when Cooter was asked about
the mental game for second-year
quarterback Anthony Richardson.
He described a play last season that

included a jet motion for wide receiv-
er Josh Downs on which the rookie
was far from the primary target.
But Richardson instinctively found

Downs for a decent gain when the
defense reacted unexpectedly in the
moment.
“Anthony’s eyes weren’t (on

Downs) for the read, but he just sort
of  felt where the defense was and
where they weren’t — which is more
important — and just spit it out to
Josh and got a nice 12-yard gain,”
Cooter recalled. “We didn’t coach that
on the board. We didn’t draw Josh
Downs up and circle him and say,
‘Make sure they cover him when he
goes out to the flat.’
“That’s just understanding what

you’re seeing in front of  you, what
the defense is doing. Anthony has
done a nice job diving into sort of
learning the offense, once again at a
deep level.”
Small moments like that helped

build the trust the coaching staff  has
in a quarterback who played just four
games in 2023.
But Richardson is far from resting

on his laurels.
His teammates describe a player

who has brought renewed energy to

offseason workouts and has left no
stone unturned in an effort to
improve for Year 2.
After a shoulder injury wiped out

most of  his rookie season, Richard-
son is almost the forgotten member
of  his draft class. Houston’s C.J.
Stroud and Tennessee’s Will Levis
had far more time to fire up their
respective fan bases on the field.
The Colts believe Richardson will

quickly make up for lost time this
fall.
“He’s everything you want in a

quarterback,” three-time first-team
All-Pro left guard Quenton Nelson
said. “Seeing him work around the
building and working in silence and
then going out there and being a
leader — he’s been very on the
details, and he’s looking good.”
It helps Indianapolis returns near-

ly the full complement of  weapons
and protection around Richardson.
Only backup running back Zack
Moss, wide receiver/kick returner
Isaiah McKenzie and veteran back-
up quarterback Gardner Minshew
are not back from last year’s offense.
But general manager Chris Bal-

lard made a point of  adding to that
group in the draft.
The most notable addition is for-

mer Texas wide receiver Addonai
Mitchell — a second-round draft

pick expected to add immediate
explosion to the deep passing game.
The Colts finished 10th in scoring

at 23.3 points per game last year with
Minshew making 13 starts.
But the passing game ranked 20th

with 3,666 yards, and Indianapolis
was 18th with a net average of  6 yards
per attempt.
“This year we’re trying to build

even more,” second-year wide receiv-
er Josh Downs said. “This year we
brought back pretty much everybody
on the offense and on the defense. We
just added AD Mitchell and a bunch
of  other good players.
“We’re striving for the best. AR is

excited, and I think we’re going to be
explosive.”
Downs said that excitement has

materialized in several behind-the-
scenes ways. Richardson appears
more comfortable to let his personali-
ty show this spring, joking with team-
mates and taking command in meet-
ings.
It’s allowing his teammates to get to

know the quarterback on a deeper
level, and the Colts believe it will
eventually pay dividends on the field.
“I’m really seeing him grow and

mature,” Downs said. “I’m getting
closer to him each and every day.
Everybody is. I see a real competitor
and a real gamer.”

Colts see energy and
growth from Richardson

‘I’m really seeing him grow and
mature. I’m getting closer to him each

and every day. Everybody is. I see a
real competitor and a real gamer.’

—Colts receiver Josh Downs
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Sports
Friday, May 3, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Jay County track has ACAC
meet at Bluffton today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Haines hits
Jay County High School No. 1 singles tennis player Brenna Haines hits a forehand during

her match against Muncie Central’s Isabel Quirk on Tuesday. The Patriots senior dropped the first
game of the set, but then rallied to beat Quirk 6-1, 6-1 as Jay County secured the 4-1 victory.

 

 

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Alex Griffin served in

Jay School Corporation
from 2022-23.
He will make a return

in 2024, but in a different
role than
he’s ever
worked
before.
Jay Coun-

ty school
board unan-
imously
voted 6-0 to
hire Giffin
as the next
Jay County High School
athletic director during a
special meeting Wednes-
day afternoon.
“I truly feel blessed,”

Griffin said. “I’m glad
that after leaving to have
an opportunity to come
back.
“I’m excited to get to

know everybody. Stepping
into a new role, with my
family too, and becoming
more immersed in the
community, see what’s
happening and become
part of  what makes Jay as
great as it is.”
JCHS started looking

for a new athletic director
after being informed on
March 19 that Steve
Boozier, who currently
fills the role, will retire at
the end of  the school year
to go back to Tri-County
North.
Chad Dodd led a com-

mittee that included
board members Phil Ford
and Marcie Vormohr as
well as three coaches. All
but one coach had Griffin
as the number one option
out of  the five candidates
interviewed, leading to
the suggestion of  the
$102,000, two-year con-
tract.
“Alex is a high energy

guy, a guy of  character
and integrity and you
know he’s going to show
up every day and work
hard,” Dodd said. “I called
up his principal at New
Castle and asked him
about Alex. He told me
those similar things and
he said ‘Even if  I would
have known that I was

only going to have him for
one year, I still would
have hired him.’
“I think that speaks to

the kind of  guy you’re get-
ting. I’m excited to have
him back and see what he
can do in athletics.”
Griffin served in the

military and worked in
ministry before following
in his wife’s footsteps to
get a job in education. He
started out teaching social
studies to fifth and sixth
graders at South Madison
Community School and
later became the dean of
students at Anderson
Intermediate school.
He then transitioned to

Jay County Junior High
School to work in curricu-
lum and assessment from
January 2022 until the end
of  that school year. For
the 2022-23 school year, he
served as an associate
principal at the junior
high school.
He took a job as an asso-

ciate principal at New
Castle High School for the
2023-24 school year to be
closer to his family before
making the decision to
return.

See Griffin page 7

Griffin hired
as JCHS AD

About two weeks ago,
Noah Arbuckle faltered
and failed to get a deci-
sion for only the second
time in his senior cam-
paign.
He didn’t waste any

time bouncing back.
Arbuckle, a 2020 Jay

County High School grad-
uate, gave up three runs
to Marian to lead the
Huntington University
baseball team to a 13-3
win on Saturday.
The Huntington senior

tossed the first five
innings, while his offense
supported him with 12
runs.
Of  the three runs he

gave up, only two were
earned. The first run
scored in the first inning
on an error by the
Foresters’ third base-
man. The other runs
crossed in the top of  the
fourth on a fielder’s
choice and a single.
Arbuckle faced 23 bat-

ters in total, giving up six
hits and two walks while
striking out four batters.

Maddie
Guggenbiller
FRHS — 2023
Came up clutch to drive

in the winning run for
the Defiance College soft-
ball team to take down
Transylvania 5-4 in a
nine-inning game.
The Fort Recovery

High School graduate

was the second batter to
come to the plate in the
top of  the ninth inning.
With one out and a pro-
vided runner on third,
Guggenbiller smacked a
double to center field.
The hit drove drive in
what would be the win-
ning run.
In the fifth inning,

Guggenbiller blasted a
home run to left-center
field to start the scoring.
Guggenbiller also went

1-for-3 in the first game
of  the double header.

Crosby Heniser
JCHS — 2022
Tossed 1 ⅓ innings for

the Manchester Universi-
ty baseball team in a 10-0
loss to Heidelberg on
Wednesday.
Heniser entered the

game in the fourth
inning after the Spartans
were already down 4-0.
He closed out the inning,
but gave up four more in
the fifth off  of  four hits
and one walk.
Only two of  the runs

Heniser gave up were
earned.
See Check-up page 7

Arbuckle
notches win

Collegiate
check-up

Griffin

‘I called up
his

principal at
New Castle
and asked
him about
Alex. ... he

said ‘Even if
I would

have known
that I was
only going

to have him
for one

year, I still
would have
hired him.’’

—JCHS
principal Chad

Dodd


