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Steve Aker, 71, Richmond
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  73 degrees Sunday.
The low was 59.
The forecast for tonight

calls for a low in the upper 50s
with rain expected after mid-
night. Expect mostly sunny
skies Wednesday with a high
of  80.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Development
Corporation’s board of  direc-
tors has scheduled a special
meeting for 4 p.m. Wednesday
at Community Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
Tuesday’s primary election in
Jay County.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
A Pennville resident has

been arrested in connec-
tion with a fatal all-terrain
vehicle accident.
Terry D. Emerick, 48,

401 E. Pleasant St., was
preliminarily charged
Sunday with operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
causing serious bodily
injury, a Level 6 felony. 
Rural Portland resident

Robert H. Langenkamp
Jr., 68, died Sunday
evening as a result of  a
head injury he sustained
after falling off  the vehi-
cle.
According to a Jay

County Sheriff ’s Office
report, Emerick was driv-
ing a 2018 Polaris Ranger

east on Division Road just
west of  county road 200
East with Langenkamp in
the passenger seat about
10:06 p.m. Saturday. Lan-
genkamp, Emerick’s
father-in-law, instructed
him to turn north onto
county road 200 East as he
approached the intersec-
tion. Emerick attempted
to make the turn at an
unsafe speed, according to
the report, causing Lan-
genkamp to fall out of  the
vehicle. Langenkamp
appeared to have struck
the road and rolled onto
the side of  it, leaving him
unconscious, the report
says. Langenkamp was
flown to a hospital in Fort
Wayne and later died.
See Arrested page 2

Man arrested
following a
fatal accident

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay County Clerk’s

Office will be utilizing its
new website for election
results today.
The site at uselection-

slive.com/jayin will pro-
vide a place for voters and
candidates to check for
results as they come into
the clerk’s office after the
polls close at 6 p.m. today.
Jay County clerk Jon

Eads said that after infor-
mation from precincts

arrives at Jay County
Courthouse and results
are compiled, the data
will be downloaded to a
flash drive. From there, it
will be uploaded via a lap-
top computer to the new
website. (He pointed out
that representatives of
the radio and newspaper
at the courthouse during
election night will be
handed copies of  results
at the same time the
results are downloaded to
the flash drive.)
The website allows

users to sign up for text
message notifications to
be alerted as results are
filed.
“We haven’t done this

yet, so it’ll be interesting
to see —  I think it’ll go
pretty smooth,” said
Eads. 

See Website page 2

New election
website will be
used tonight

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana voter turnout rates have long

lain among the lowest in the country.
Despite that, some Hoosier voters cast
ballots year after year.
And political parties rely on them.
“These are people that wouldn’t miss

an election, even if  there was very little
competition, very few things on the bal-
lot, you know, (a) general, (a) primary,
whatever. They are there for it,” said
Laura Merrifield Wilson, a political sci-
ence professor at the University of  Indi-
anapolis.
It’s a small percentage of  people, par-

ticularly in Indiana, which ranked sec-
ond-last in the country for turnout in

the 2022 election. That’s according to
the most recent state Civic Health
Index.
But the “overwhelming” indicator of

a “sustained political participant” is
age, per Wilson.
“The 50-plus are reliable,” said Sarah

Waddle, the state director for Indiana’s
branch of  the AARP, formerly the
American Association of  Retired Per-
sons.
“They’re the driving force behind

almost every election,” she added.
That’s because in Indiana, voters 50

and older are often the majority of  the
electorate, according to AARP data:
67% in 2022, a midterm year, and 56% in
2020, a presidential year.
Voters older than 65 were particularly

enthusiastic. Wilson said they may have
more skin in the game after moving to
fixed incomes or using government pro-
grams like Medicare. And, they’ve typi-
cally got more time.
“For someone who is retired and now

has a tremendous amount of  free time,
they have time to research the candi-
dates; they have time to pay attention to
the debates and forums,” Wilson said.

See Voting page 2

Older Hoosiers make
up largest voting block

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Plein air honor
Carol Kennedy accepts the award from Alcove president

Kathy Ayers during a ceremony Saturday evening at Arts Place to close
the inaugural Jack Ronald Spring Paint Out. Kennedy’s winning piece
for the ‘plein air’ event was a view of the Hood Building where Ronald
worked for The Commercial Review for more than four decades.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Seeing the light
Paisley Hart performs a solo to lead off the junior high choir’s rendition of “I See the

Light” from the movie “Tangled” on Sunday evening during the Fort Recovery Local Schools spring
choir concert. The junior high group also performed “Rockin’ Pneumonia and the Boogie Woogie
Flu” by Huey Smith, “Pure Imagination” from the “Willie Wonka & The Chocolate Factory”
soundtrack and “Celebration” by Kool & the Gang.

Langenkamp died at
hospital after fall from ATV

Live election
results will
be available

Those 50 and older
accounted for 67%
of voters in 2022
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THANK YOU 
MR. LeMaster

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 
Attorney Greg LeMaster for his prompt response 
to the Election Integrity Survey, which I recently 
distributed to both Republican candidates for 
the Indiana State House of Representatives. Mr. 
LeMaster's thoughtful and thorough answers 
have been invaluable in providing insights into 
his stance on election-related issues.
If anyone would like to discuss the survey 
questions or Mr. LeMaster's responses in greater 
detail, please feel free to reach out to me at 
either Clayto55@aim.com or at (765) 730-3301. 
I would be happy to engage in further discussion.
Thank you once again, Mr. LeMaster, for your 
time and cooperation.

Best regards,
J. Clayton Phillips

Paid for by J. Clayton Phillips

May 11, 2024 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Adults $13.00                       Kids 5 & under FREE
6243 S. 325 W   Portland, IN

Jay County Conservation Club
ALL YOU CAN EAT
FISH & 
CHICKEN FRY

SUMMER DAYS!
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Today
Byler, Eli: 9 a.m., David E.

Schwartz residence, 348 E. 700

South, Berne.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815

Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Steve Aker, Richmond, a
former Portland resident,
April 18, 1953-May 3, 2024.
Services will be held at a
later date at Mt. Zion Ceme-
tery, rural Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.
There is a charge for obit-

uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1
Emerick appeared to be

intoxicated, according to
the report, and he was
administered a prelimi-
nary breath test as well as a
blood test for blood alcohol
level with results pending.
(In Indiana, drunk driving
is a criminal charge when

a person operating a vehi-
cle has a blood alcohol level
of  at least 0.08%.)
Cadence Nibarger and

Jake and Rachell Boolman
told police they were sit-
ting on a porch along Divi-
sion Road and watched the
vehicle drive past them at a
high rate of  speed. They

noticed the Ranger stop at
the intersection and drove
to the site of  the crash.
Jake Boolman called 911.
Indiana Department of

Natural Resources assisted
with the crash investiga-
tion.
Emerick was being held

on a $3,000 bond in Jay

County Jail. Jay County
Sheriff  Ray Newton said
the case will be forwarded
to Jay County Prosecutor’s
Office to determine
charges that may be filed in
court.
A person who “causes

the death or catastrophic
injury of  another person

when operating a vehicle”
with a blood alcohol level
of  0.08% or more while
intoxicated commits a
Level 4 felony, according to
Indiana Code. A Level 4
felony sentence in Indiana
ranges from two to 12
years, with an advisory
sentence of  six years.

Arrested ...

Continued from page 1
In March, Jay County Commis-

sioners OK’d a $20,000 grant
application and approved a con-
tract with website developer An
Island to create the site. The fund-
ing came from Indiana’s portion
of  the Federal Help America Vote
Act (HAVA) Election Security
Grants program, which had been
shared with Eads via the Indiana
Secretary of  State’s office.
The website is expected to cost

about $7,000 annually to main-
tain.

Jay County’s election supplies
have changed significantly in
the last few years. The county
purchased 30 voter verifiable
paper audit trail machines and
50 voting machines from
Microvote Corporation for about
$140,000 in 2023. (Its previous
machines dated back to 2004.)
The state — it required all polls
to have the voter verifiable
paper audit trail machines by
2024 — had already purchased 20
of  those devices for Jay County
and contributed an additional

$76,750 toward the 2023 pur-
chase.
Created in 2018, the Federal

Help America Vote Act (HAVA)
Election Security Grants aim to
provide “states with additional
resources to improve the admin-
istration of  elections for federal
office, including to enhance
technology and make certain
election security improve-
ments,” according to its website.
Eads expressed excitement for

folks to check out results online
quickly.

“I know there’s a lot of  out-of-
towners, for example, like, my
son, who lives in Illinois. I’ve
given him the site so that he can
get the information from it,” he
said. “My wife is going to do the
same thing …”
As of  about 10:30 a.m. Monday,

about 1,167 registered voters had
participated in early voting. (Early
voting at the courthouse closed at
noon Monday.) Another nearly 60
had sent their ballots by mail or
travel board. That comes out to
about 10% of  registered voters.

Website ...

Continued from page 1
“But they also have just — period —

more time to be engaged, more time to
vote, more time to to be engaged in the
democratic process, compared to anyone
with any type of  job or (dependent chil-
dren).”
Still, voters 50-plus aren’t “a uniform”

voting bloc, according to Waddle, despite
facing similar issues, like caretaking and
saving for retirement.
The vast majority of  voters over age 50

are white (91%), slightly more are women
(52%), most haven’t gone to college (66%)
and most live in suburbs (63%) or rural
areas (35%), per AARP data.
Waddle dubbed the organization’s “Our

voices decide” slogan an “empowering

internal reminder” to older voters and a
“message to candidates that you need to
be talking about the everyday issues that
affect people at home.”
But political parties also count on other

voters.
Indiana’s two major political parties say

widespread appeal powers their efforts.
“I don’t think there’s any one or two or

three demographics,” Indiana Republi-
can Party Executive Director Joe Elsener
said.
The party typically remains neutral

during primary elections. But for the gen-
eral election, Elsener said, the party
“works hard,” through its candidates and
platform, to “tell the story of  the last 20
years of  leadership.”

Voting ...

Providing porn
A Portland man was

arrested Thursday for pro-
viding obscene material to
minors.
John Clem, 73, 604 S.

Western Ave., was prelimi-
narily charged with a Level
6 felony.
He was being held on a

$3,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Backing accident
A Portland woman

backed her vehicle into a
parked car in the Clear
Choice Chiropractic park-
ing lot in Portland about
4:50 p.m. Thursday.
Barbara J. Caster, 62,

Portland, was backing her

2017 Buick Envision out of
a parking spot in the lot at
609 N. Charles St. when she
hit a parked 2013 Ford
Expedition.
The vehicle is registered

to Eric R. Butcher of  Port-
land. Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.

Child molestation
A Portland man was sen-

tenced to nearly four
decades in prison for child
molesting and related
crimes.
Nathan M. Ross, 42, was

found guilty by a Jay Cir-
cuit Court jury of  child
molestation, a Level 1
felony, along with five
counts of  contributing to
the delinquency of  a
minor, all Level 6 felonies.
He was sentenced to 38

years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction and
given credit for time
served. Ross was assessed
$189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $500 sexu-
al assault victim assis-
tance fee. Two additional
Level 6 felony charges for
contributing to the delin-
quency of  a minor were
dismissed.

Domestic battery
Two men were sen-

tenced to serve time for
domestic battery charges.
Shawn P. Southworth,

44, 106 W. Main St., Bryant,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to
one year in Jay County
Jail and given 90 days cred-
it for time served. South-
worth was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a

$50 domestic violence pre-
vention and treatment fee.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
confinement was dis-
missed.
Juan Jesus Gaona Jr., 31,

pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to the Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to
two years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given credit for time
served. Gaona was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$50 domestic violence pre-
vention fee.

Narcotic drug
A Portland woman was

sentenced to jail for pos-
session of  a narcotic drug.
Kerry L. Meredith, 42,

5731 South U.S. 27, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to the
Level 6 felony. She was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail and given 250
days credit for time served.
Meredith was assessed
$189 in court costs, fined
$25 and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Level 6
felony for maintaining a
common nuisance and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia were dismissed.

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Felony courts

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.

Meridian St., Portland.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
3 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board of  Directors, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission, audi-
torium, Jay County
Courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.53
June corn .................4.55
Wheat ......................5.35

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.61
June corn ................4.66
July corn .................4.56

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.56
June corn ................4.51
Beans ......................12.27

June beans ............12.29
Wheat ...................... 6.05

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.45
June corn ................4.48
Beans ......................12.24
June beans ............12.27
Wheat ......................4.45

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.50
June corn ................4.53
Beans ......................12.00
June beans ............12.10
Wheat ......................5.80

In 1274, the Second
Council of  Lyons
opened in France to
regulate the election of
the pope.
In 1429, Joan of  Arc

broke England’s siege
of  Orleans.
In 1663, The Theatre

Royal opened in Lon-
don. Now known as the
Drury Lane Theatre, it
was built by dramatist
Thomas Killigrew and
is the oldest English

theater still in use
today.
In 1840, composer

Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky was born
in Votkinsk, Russia.
In 2021, Rieley Brew-

ster hit a two-run home
run and Haleigh Clayton
went the distance on the
rubber to lead the Jay
County High School
softball team to a 4-2 win
over Adams Central.

—The CR

CR almanac

80/59 70/48 61/43 66/47 66/50
There’s a

slight chance
of rain on
Wednesday
under sunny
skies. The
temperature
may hit 80.

Sunday
has a chance
of rain. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny, with a
high in the
mid to upper
60s.

Saturday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a high in
the mid to
upper 60s.

Thursday
has a 50%
chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
throughout the
day.

Another
slight chance
of thunder-
storms Friday.
Mostly sunny,
with a low in
the mid 40s.

Wednesday
5/8

Thursday
5/9

Friday
5/10 

Saturday
5/11

Sunday
5/12

Lotteries
Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$214 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$306 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-8-1
Daily Four: 6-6-5-1
Evening
Daily Three: 4-4-1
Daily Four: 1-5-3-4
Quick Draw: 1-6-13-14-

18-20-23-25-30-32-37-39-40-

45-50-52-57-62-67-70
Cash 5: 9-21-23-28-43
Estimated jackpot:

$248,500

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-9-6
Pick 4: 4-0-0-6
Pick 5: 7-2-3-7-4
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-5
Pick 4: 9-2-6-0
Pick 5: 4-1-3-9-1
Rolling Cash 5: 2-5-21-

29-34
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship

Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. 
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
BRYANT/NEW CORY-

DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected

by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each month
in the boardroom at Arts

Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (765) 369-2085.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 77-year-old
woman with a 27-year-old grand-
daughter who loves electronic
gadgets and toys. She’s comfort-
able financially and often buys
expensive gifts for me. While I
appreciate her generosity and
her desire to make my life “easi-
er and more fun,” I simply am
NOT INTERESTED in them. 
I find these devices more frus-

trating than enjoyable. I don’t
NEED anything, and I don’t
WANT anything. I have asked
her repeatedly to please not
spend her money on me, but it
falls on deaf  ears. Perhaps if  you
print this, she might realize how
difficult it sometimes is for us
older folks to use these gadgets.
How can I get my point across
without hurting her feelings? —
GOOD INTENTIONS
DEAR GOOD INTENTIONS:

Tell your granddaughter you
love her and appreciate her
generosity, but electronic
gadgets are not enjoyable for
you, and you wish she would
stop giving them to you. If  she
asks what you might like,
explain (again) that you do
not need anything but would
instead like to spend time or
go to an event with her. That
message should not cause
hurt feelings.

••••••••

DEAR ABBY: I have one sib-
ling, a sister, who is three years
younger than I am. Our mom is
very elderly. My sister and I have
a terrible relationship. We can-
not get along. 
When Mom dies, would it be

OK for me not to go to the funer-
al? We have no other family, and
I have no desire to see my sister.
Mom and I have a great relation-
ship. Do other people experience
this? I told her lawyer I can’t go.
He said he understands. — ON
MY OWN IN NEW YORK
DEAR O.M.O.: Funerals

may seem to be “for” the
deceased, but they are really
to comfort the living. The
time to demonstrate respect
and affection is while some-
one is living. You have done
that with your mother for
many years. I doubt there is

much left unsaid between
you. When your mother pass-
es, do what feels right to you.
Your mother’s lawyer said he
understands. That should be
enough dispensation.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: After spending

hours preparing a meal, is it
appropriate for your guest to
cover the food on their plate with
salt and pepper without first
tasting it? Beyond being inappro-
priate, isn’t it just plain rude?
Should I say something? Never
invite them for a meal again? Or
just let it go? — IN A STATE IN
THE GARDEN STATE
DEAR IN A STATE: The

next time a guest reflexively
gestures toward the saltshak-
er without having taken a bite
of  your food, you would be
within your rights to ask

WHY. Perhaps your cooking
tends toward the underspiced. 
If  you are truly offended by

this, no rule of  etiquette
decrees that you must invite
the person again. (I also know
of  no rule of  etiquette that
states a host MUST put salt
and pepper on the table.) If  a
friendship is a warm one, I’m
inclined to allow my guests to
do whatever makes them com-
fortable, appreciate them for
who they are and let some-
thing like this go. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded
by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at DearAb-
by.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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By HANK NUWER
My switch to Alaska

resident is complete.
I have an Alaska voting

card. I’m paying Alaska
property taxes. My vehi-
cle has an Alaska brown
bear license plate where
Indiana vanity plate Moby
Van once resided. 
But most importantly, I

qualified with Alaska
Department of  Natural
Resources (at my
advanced age) for a fish-
ing, hunting and trapping
license. I’ll be on the lakes
near Chena Hot Springs
as soon as the ice thaws. I
already have rented two
cabins for fishing from
the State of  Alaska.
With my mind on fish-

ing, I wanted to relate a
tale about a big one I
caught.
The year was 1983. The

place was the Chattooga
River in northeastern
Georgia in scenery you
might have admired in the
movie “Deliverance.”
My companions were a

Clemson instructor
named Ron Rash and my
son Chris.
Ron was having a good

day taking trout, several
under a cutbank in shal-
lower water.
I had struck out until —

whoa — my line went
rigid and the rod practi-
cally flew out of  my
hands.

My shout of  joy mildly
raised the interest of  Ron
and Chris. I went into the
water nearly to my belt as
I tried to land what had to
be a monster trout.
About that time, my

quarry rose like the shark
in “Jaws,” and I saw its
big clacking jaws.
I might have thrown

down the rod; I’m not
sure.
But I’m sure all that

giant snapping turtle saw
was my feet and butt as I
churned the water to get
back to shore.
If  you think my fishing

companions offered com-
miseration you’d be badly
mistaken. Chris was on
the bank holding his
stomach laughing, and
Ron was a close second in
the bemused category.
I might just finally for-

give them one day.

Nah, nah. Ain’t gonna
happen.
Another bad but true

fishing story was the time
I took my son trout fishing
in the remote Humboldt
Forest region of  eastern
Nevada. 
Knowing that we’d be

far from anything resem-
bling a sporting goods
store, I instructed my son
to bring two of  every-
thing in the way of  fish-
ing gear. 
It was a clear case of  do

as Dad says, not as Dad
does.
On my very first cast,

my line zipped over a deep
bend in the river, and I
buried the lure in a tree
limb.
No problem, I thought,

as I cut the lines.
Which was when I

found that I hadn’t
brought fishing line, and

there wasn’t enough line
left on my reel to catch a
fish in a barrel. 
I couldn’t deprive my

son of  a fishing outfit, so I
spent the day organizing
my tackle box. I had
enough time to arrange it
about 79 times.
I loved fishing in Indi-

ana on the White River. As
often as not, a great blue
heron alighted nearby and
owls would provide a con-
cert, although I rarely
caught sight of  them.
There’s no more satisfy-
ing sight than rounding a
river bend and seeing a
doe and fawn alight for a
moment.
The downside was that

too many folks like to
think the White River is
their own private landfill.
I once surprised a mother
and two boys dumping a
bunch of  trash bags near

a bank. They glared at me
with impudence and
drove off  when I asked
them to pick it up. I ended
up carting two smelly
bags home to put in my
trash container.
Once while canoeing I

saw a white Chevy hood
blocking a shallow part of
the river one dry season.
“What we need is an

otter,” the owner of  the
canoe rental operation
told me.
“Why’s that?”
“He ‘otter’ eat up all this

trash,” he joked. 
••••••••••

Nuwer is a Franklin
College emeritus professor
and elected member of
Ball State University’s
Journalism Hall of  Fame.
Now living far from Union
City in Alaska, Hank’s
email address is Nuwer-
hank@gmail.com.

Fishing stories will continue in Alaska
Far From
Randolph
County

Relative’s gift choices are not interesting
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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To the editor:
The Jay County Optimist

Clubs would like to thank
the citizenry of  Jay County
for taking the opportunity
to encourage the show of
respect for all the law
enforcement officers of  Jay
County. 
Optimist Respect for Law

Week was an opportunity
to say thank you to the offi-
cers of  Jay County. We
would like to challenge
everyone to remember all
officers every day for their
service to the people of  Jay
County. Simply say thank
you as often as you are in
the presence of  an officer.
Thanks also to all the

businesses and people who
participated during the
week with free coffee and
help with making the week
a success: Richard’s Restau-
rant of  Portland, Jinny’s
Cafe of  Bryant Pak-a-Sak
of  Bryant, Redkey, Portland
and Dunkirk, Burger King

of  Portland, Bizy Dips of
Portland, Circle K North
and South of  Portland,
Wheel & Spoke Antique
Mall of  Portland, Arby’s of
Portland, Village Pantry of
Portland, McDonald’s of
Portland, CountryMark of
Pennville and IDC Restau-
rant of  Pennville.
Thank an officer. Thank

you Jay County.
Jay County Optimist

Clubs
Rodney Miles, president,

Breakfast Optimists
Linda Aker, president,

Portland Evening Opti-
mists
Kathy Jones, president,

West Jay Optimists

Optimist clubs
say thank you

Letters to
the Editor

To the editor:
Finally.
On April 24, President Joe

Biden signed into law a $95 bil-
lion package of  military and
humanitarian foreign aid for
Ukraine, Israel/Gaza and Tai-
wan. The largest component of
the bill is $61 billion in support
of  Ukraine in resisting Russia’s
invasion. The aid goes primarily
to U.S. weapons manufacturers
to build back U.S. weapon sup-
plies that will be sent to Ukraine
(about 20% of  the funding is for
direct financial support). 
The package was approved in

the House of  Representatives
311-112. The bill could be fairly
called bipartisan, as 101 Republi-
cans joined 210 Democrats in its
passage. Unfortunately, 112
Republicans voted no, including
our Rep. Jim Bank. (In the Sen-
ate, Todd Young voted in favor
while Mike Braun opposed it.)
A foreign-aid bill similar to the

one finally enacted was approved
in the U.S. Senate in February.
But military support for Ukraine
had been stalled in the House
since last fall due to the isola-
tionist politics of  far-right
Republican legislators. Over that
time, Ukraine struggled with
critical shortages of  ammuni-
tion and military hardware. As a
result, Russia made significant
gains by seizing more territory
and destroying Ukrainian infra-
structure. 
Had the delay in support con-

tinued, Ukraine would have cer-
tainly lost additional territory.
The greater danger was the
potential collapse of  the front
lines due to Russia’s tremendous
advantage in ammunition and
military hardware. While our
NATO allies have provided a
great deal of  military and
humanitarian assistance, the
absence of  U.S. aid has been
telling. 
The $61 billion in support will

do more than increase Ukrain-
ian military capacity. It will also
assure our NATO allies that the
United States has their back. As
well, the aid will decrease the
likelihood that American mili-
tary lives will be at risk.
Vladimir Putin will notice. So
will Russia’s allies — China,
North Korea, Belarus and Iran. 
Why would a Russian victory

be a tragedy for the rest of  the
free world?
First, it would mean a fellow

democracy submitted to a power-
mad authoritarian. Russian
president Vladimir Putin denies
basic freedoms to Russian citi-
zens and concentrates power and
finances in the hands of  a few.
Any Russian who demonstrates
opposition is soon dead, impris-

oned or, if  lucky, in exile.
Ukraine could expect the same. 
Second, Putin has demonstrat-

ed that whatever he gains is
never enough. If  he succeeds in
defeating Ukraine, one of  his
objectives will likely be a NATO
country. If  Russia attacks a
NATO member, all other NATO
nations, including the United
States, are obligated by treaty to
defend that country. This would
put U.S. lives in danger. 
Third, should Ukraine submit

to Russia due to American aban-
donment, a powerful message
would be sent to our allies:
“Don’t count on the USA.” It
would resonate well beyond
NATO to Australia, Japan, New
Zealand, the Philippines, South
Korea and Taiwan.       
Ukraine’s population is one-

quarter of  that of  Russia. No rea-
sonable person could expect that
Ukraine could resist Russian
aggression on its own. Fortu-
nately, the United States initially
provided significant military
support. Other NATO nations
have done the same. 
As of  February, the other

members of  NATO had provided
more humanitarian and military
support in total than the United
States (U.S. News and World
Report – Feb. 23). With the new
foreign aid bill, the U.S. retakes
the lead, which is appropriate for
the leader of  the free world. 
Still, the two most important

components of  this war of  resist-
ance have been provided by the
people of  Ukraine: the military
forces bravely fighting and dying
for Ukraine’s freedom and the
innocent civilians who persevere
despite Russia’s bombs, drones,
missiles, rape and torture. 
There are those who say Rus-

sia’s assault on Ukraine is a
European problem. Yes, it is. Yet
it is also our problem. It is short-
sighted to ignore the message a
Russian victory would send to
our friends and enemies. 
The Ukrainian people have

demonstrated the will to resist
an unprovoked assault by its
much larger neighbor. Ukraine
deserves our support. And the
United States will be protecting
the safety of  its people by stand-
ing with one of  our fellow
democracies willing to fight a
monstrous regime. 
Eric R. Rogers
Portland

U.S. must stand 
against aggressionBy MICHAEL J. HICKS

The U.S. national debt is
near its politically unsustain-
able level. That means sub-
stantive changes to both taxes
and spending in the foresee-
able future, which also means
less federal funding for state
and local governments.
County government, munic-

ipal government, schools,
libraries and other local gov-
ernments need to start plan-
ning now for a future with far
less federal money.
At the start of  the Great

Recession, our national debt
hovered at roughly 60 percent
of  gross domestic product.
Today, it is a tad bit over 120
percent. Right now, the federal
government is spending about
23.4 percent of  GDP, while col-
lecting taxes of  about 17.4 per-
cent of  GDP.
The last time we balanced

our national budget, both
taxes and spending ran
between 19 percent and 20 per-
cent of  GDP. That seems like a
reasonable political compro-
mise: raising taxes substan-
tially and cutting spending
substantially. By substantially,
I mean reversing all the tax
cuts and spending growth of
the past 25 years.
There’s no easy way to do

this. For example, our entire
military budget is at a post-
World War II low of  2.7 percent
of  GDP. We could eliminate all
the armed forces, and sell all
our equipment, and it would
not cut the annual deficit by
half.
We could eliminate the Vet-

eran’s Administration, the
departments of  education,
energy, state and agriculture,
and still not balance the budg-
et. We could cut all our foreign
aid, all our research and devel-
opment spending, and yet the
savings wouldn’t round up to
one-thousandth of  the debt.
To balance the budget, we

will need to cut Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid. Those
cuts won’t come just in the
future. They will need to come
to current recipients.
To balance the budget, we

also will need to raise taxes on
everyone. Those tax increases
cannot be limited just the rich
or super rich; everyone will
see an increase in taxes.
I know this is an unpleasant

realization that is probably
causing many readers to come
slightly unglued. Sorry, the
arithmetic is unavoidable.
There are no easy answers.
There’s no tax cut that will
generate rapid economic
growth, nor is there some mag-

ical spending mix that will
cause a big spike in productiv-
ity. I wish there were, but there
is not. This debt will be low-
ered the old-fashioned way.
Among the unavoidable

casualties of  budget cuts will
be significantly fewer inter-
governmental transfers, from
a wide range of  programs.
Many local governments have
come to anticipate federal
spending. Poor places, in par-
ticular, receive a dispropor-
tionate share of  federal spend-
ing on roads, housing, eco-
nomic development, educa-
tion, healthcare and social
services.
I don’t think local govern-

ments should be viewing this
with dread. Instead, I think it
is, in the words of  FDR, “…pre-
eminently the time to speak
the truth, the whole truth,
frankly and boldly.” Prosper-
ing communities are mostly a
consequence of  local action,
not state or federal largesse.
Even in places where state or
federal development efforts
are effective, as in Indiana’s
Regional Cities Initiative, the
effects are modest when com-
pared to the benefits of  local
action.
Sometime over the next

decade or so, we are almost
certain to enter a period in
which state and local govern-
ments can expect much lower
federal spending. It would be
wise to begin preparing resi-
dents. If  you want additional
or improved infrastructure,
better schools and other quali-
ty of  life improvements, now is
the time to begin planning
those investments.
I recommend a three-part

approach.
First, there must be a frank

review of  local economic con-
ditions. There are over 200
Midwestern counties in the
midst of  long-term economic
and population decline. It
takes courage to confront
unpleasant facts head on.
Without doing so, no place will
be lucky enough to reverse
economic course.
A second step is to take stock

of  the policies that you’ve been
using for the past several
decades. I am amazed at the
number of  places who com-
plain of  inadequate school or

municipal funding, while
spending millions of  dollars a
year on traditional economic
development. Add up all the
assessed value locked into tax
increment financing (TIF) or
in property tax abatements
and assess that value at the
current tax rate. Add up the
cost of  your economic develop-
ment office, and any direct
spending program, like a
revolving loan fund.
The results will shock and

dismay. There is no communi-
ty in the Midwest where tradi-
tional business attraction poli-
cies have yielded prosperity. I’d
be very surprised if  a single
county saw the benefits of  that
spending outweigh the costs
over any 10-year period since
the 1970s.
For the 200 or so Midwestern

counties in decline, the level of
lost spending on attracting
new businesses will be terribly
vexing. These are exactly the
same places in need of  vast
infrastructure improvement,
ranging from bridge replace-
ment and new schools to water
and sewer facilities. This
process should make clear that
there’s plenty of  resources to
support local improvements.
They are simply being mis-
spent.
Finally, local governments

should think hard about what
residents want out of  their
communities. Don’t ask them
what types of  economic devel-
opment they want. Ask them
what they want their commu-
nity to be for their families.
They should be asked in sur-
veys and focus groups, prefer-
ably after they’ve seen presen-
tations about economic condi-
tions and their economic
development policy history in
their city or county.
In most cases, you’ll hear

about a lot of  little things:
parks, eateries and recreation-
al activities. Some will want
their school to be better—par-
ticularly if  they’ve seen clear
data on student outcomes. I
suspect most people will want
a city or county that could
keep their children around
after they graduate.
These steps will allow local

elected leaders and their con-
stituents better understand
the challenges of  tighter feder-
al budgets and fewer federal
resources to poor places. They
may also set a community on a
healthier past, focused more
on the building blocks of  pros-
perity, and less on economic
development policies crafted
for the middle of  the last cen-
tury.

Debt will change policies

Letters to
the Editor

Michael 
J. Hicks
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Various area business-
es will take part in the Ice
Cream Social Fundraiser
for Kate’s Kart next
month.
Proceeds from sales on

June 22 and 23 will help
to support Kate’s Kart, a
not-for-profit organiza-
tion that provides books
for children in hospitals.
On those days, Kate’s
Kart will be on hand to
provide goodie bags to
children.
Participating ice cream

shops include:
•Tutti Frutti of  Port-

land
•The Tasty Spoon of

Hartford City
•Iceburg Ice Cream of

Albany
•Berry Winkle Frozen

Yogurt of  Muncie
•The White Cottage

Sweet Shoppe of  Berne
•Toppings Ice Cream

and Zesto Ice Cream of
Bluffton
•Old 27 Ice Cream Shop

of  Decatur
•Sophie’s Ice Cream of

Gas City

Studio launches
Launch Fishers has

announced the comple-
tion of  its podcast studio.
The facility, which was

supported by a $28,000
grant from the Indiana
Economic Development
Corporation, is offering
entrepreneurs the oppor-
tunity to utilize the stu-
dio to share their stories
for free. The effort, in
partnership with the
Innovation Connector, is
open to businesses in Jay,
Randolph, Blackford and
Delaware counties.
The space, located at

12175 Visionary Way in
Fishers, features a pod-

cast room for up to four
individuals and a video
room for up to two.
For more information,

visit
launchfishers.com/stu-
dio.

Collaboration set
Ivy Tech Community

College and Conexus
Indiana are collaborating
in an effort to increase
the number of  advanced
manufacturing firms in
the state that have inte-
grated digital technolo-
gies.
The goal is to expand

offerings including the
Internet of  Things (con-
nected devices and the
technology that facili-
tates communication
between devices and the
cloud), cloud computing,
artificial intelligence and
machine learning in
operations and manufac-
turing. A Conexus Indi-
ana report from 2022
showed that about 50% of
firms plan on adopting
new technologies but
struggle to find employ-
ees with the necessary
job skills. In order to
address that issue, Ivy
Tech will develop curric-
ula with a goal of  prepar-
ing more Hoosiers for
careers in advanced man-
ufacturing.
“We’ve seen tremen-

dous progress recently in
manufacturers increas-
ing their investments in

technology-enabled capi-
tal equipment, and
investments in workforce
digital skills are equally
important for those firms
to realize the full benefits
of  new technology,” said
Fred Cartwright, presi-
dent and CEO of  Conexus
Indiana, in a press
release. “This partner-
ship with Ivy Tech,
which will allow us to
inform the curricula that
prepare future industry
leaders, is a positive step
toward bridging the tal-
ent gap in Industry 4.0
advanced manufactur-
ing.”

Facilities named
The Ball State Univer-

sity Board of  Trustees
approved the details,
budget and naming of  the
new Eric Foss Champi-
onship Performance Cen-
ter. Also approved was
the naming of  the Rhon-
da Newport Kaspar Stage
and Timothy M. Andrews
Monumental Stair within
the new Performing Arts
Center.
The Eric Foss Champi-

onship Performance Cen-
ter will be a $7.8 million
construction project to
build a 10,000-square-foot
strength and condition-
ing facility adjacent to
Worthen Arena and the
Dr. Don Shondell Practice
Center.
“We are grateful to Eric

for his generosity,” said
Ball State director of  ath-
letics Jeff  Mitchell in a
press release. “Eric
enjoys a legacy of  enrich-
ing organizations and
leading them to record
growth, and his family’s
impact on our student-
athletes will have a simi-

lar transformative influ-
ence as they pursue a
new level of  excellence in
the Eric Foss Champi-
onship Performance Cen-
ter.”
The namings of  the

Rhonda Newport Kaspar
Stage and the Timothy M.
Andrews Monumental
Stair are the latest steps
for BSU’s new Perform-
ing Arts Center, which is
intended to be the cata-
lyst for plans to revitalize
The Village.
Also, Mark Erwin was

appointed to the Muncie
Community Schools
Board of  Trustees.

Sims honored
Indiana University

Health’s Dr. Adrienne
Sims was honored last
week as the winner of  the
2024 Ogletree Deakins
Human Resources Profes-
sional of  the Year Award.
Sims, IU Health’s sen-

ior vice president and
chief  human resources
officer, received the
award at the Indiana
Chamber of  Commerce
annual luncheon. The
award “recognizes indi-
viduals who have made
significant contributions
to their workplace …
through implementation
of  best practices, organi-
zation design and effec-
tiveness, and alignment
and accomplishment of
the strategic direction of
their company.”
“Adrienne has had a

powerful impact since
joining IU Health in 2022
— and at a time that has
been fraught with major
challenges for HR execu-
tives everywhere,” said
Indiana Chamber presi-
dent and CEO Vanessa

Green Sinders in a press
release. “The scope of
her career experience is
extraordinary, having
worked for a number of
blue-chip companies, and
at each one leading and
pushing forward signifi-
cant initiatives.”

Applications open
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce is accepting
applications for the Indi-
ana Best Places to Work
in Manufacturing 2024
awards.
Manufacturers can reg-

ister for the program at
bestplacestoworkmanu-
facturingin.com. For
more information, email
answers@workforcerg.co
m or call (281) 602-5004.
The deadline is July 26.

Blocked out
Comcast has blacked

out 15 regional sports
networks in the midst of
a dispute with Diamond
Sports Group.
The blackout impacts

games for 12 Major
League Baseball teams,
including the Cincinnati
Reds, Detroit Tigers and
Cleveland Guardians.
Diamond Sports Group,
which distributes the
Bally Sports networks,
blamed Comcast for
refusing to “engage in
substantive discussions”
while Comcast said Dia-
mond Sports Group
declined several offers.

Subway sold
Roark completed its

purchase of  Subway
restaurants last week.
The transaction, which

had been previously
announced, puts the busi-

ness in the hands of
Roark, a private equity
firm based in Atlanta. No
leadership changes are
anticipated.
“The entire Subway

system is excited that our
sale to Roark is com-
plete,” said John Chidsey,
CEO of  Subway, in a
press release. “As we look
to our future, our growth
journey is far from over.
With a continued strate-
gic focus on delivering
better food and a better
guest experience, our
next chapter will be the
most exciting yet.”

Brand launched
Walmart last week

launched the new better-
goods brand.
The new brand is

intended to provide
“chef-inspired food” and
is Walmart’s largest food
brand launch in two
decades. Items will range
from $2 to $15 with 300
items.
“Today’s customers

expect more from the pri-
vate brands they pur-
chase — they want
affordable, quality prod-
ucts to elevate their over-
all food experience,” said
Walmart senior vice pres-
ident for private brands,
food and consumables
Scott Morris. “Better-
goods is more than just a
new private brand. It’s a
commitment to our cus-
tomers that they can
enjoy unique culinary
flavors at the incredible
value Walmart delivers.”

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us
at news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Tutti Frutti is part of fundraiser
Business
roundup

By LAUREN ROSENBLATT
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service
The fight to change ware-

house working conditions that
has been playing out in state leg-
islatures is now headed to Wash-
ington, D.C.
Sen. Ed Markey, D-Massachu-

setts, and Sen. Tina Smith, D-
Minnesota, introduced legisla-
tion Thursday that would put
new safeguards in place for
warehouse workers who are
expected to move quickly and
face intense oversight, increas-
ing the possible risk of  injury.
Similar to state bills that law-

makers, including in Washing-
ton, have passed recently, the
Warehouse Worker Protection
Act would ban production quo-
tas that require workers to move
at an unsafe pace, skip bath-
room or restroom breaks or cut
corners in their work in order to
keep up with expectations. It

would require companies to dis-
close more information about
the quotas workers are expected
to meet and to notify them if
those standards change.
The bill would also authorize

the Department of  Labor to
investigate and intervene if  it
finds a company is setting a
pace of  work that increases
employees’ risk of  injury or
withholding information about
worker expectations.
“In short, the Warehouse

Worker Protection Act says
workers are not disposable
resources,” Markey said at a
news conference Thursday.
“Injuries are not just the cost of
doing business. The cost of
doing business in this country
is guaranteeing worker safety
and dignity, and not just prof-
its.”
Lawmakers in Washington

passed a similar bill last year
that is set to go in effect in July.

After a public comment period
that ended in April, the state
Department of  Labor and Indus-
tries is still ironing out some of
the details.
Washington’s law applies to

companies that employ 100
workers or more at a single
warehouse, or 1,000 workers or
more at multiple warehouses in
the state.
At both the federal and state

levels, the legislation is aimed at
warehouse companies in gener-
al but advocates continually
pointed to one company where
they hope to see the legislation
have an impact: Amazon.
That’s because, advocates

said, Amazon has a higher rate
of  injury than its warehouse
peers and has been accused of
firing or disciplining workers if
they fail to keep up with the
strict pace requirements. At the
same time, the advocates contin-
ued, Amazon has been accused

of  using technology in its ware-
houses to closely track its work-
ers’ movements and the number
of  packages that each employee
moves.
At Thursday’s news confer-

ence, two Amazon workers who
have suffered injuries on the job
said the legislation would help
ensure they don’t have to choose
between a paycheck and the risk
of  getting hurt on the job.
“Amazon’s business model

pushes workers to the brink and
creates a culture of  fear and
competition between co-work-
ers,” said Sean O’Brien, presi-
dent of  the Teamsters union,
which helped introduce the fed-
eral legislation Thursday.
The bill is “about ending abu-

sive and arbitrary production
quotas that Amazon and other
employers are spreading. It’s
about enforcing transparency
and accountability,” he said.
Amazon disputes those allega-

tions. A spokesperson said
Thursday that the company’s
injury rate has improved over
the last few years, and that it
has invested more than $1 bil-
lion in technology, resources
and training to further safety
efforts.
Amazon does not have quotas

in its warehouses, the
spokesperson said, and employ-
ees are able to see how they are
performing at any time. If  an
employee is struggling, Amazon
works with them to offer more
training and coaching, the
spokesperson continued.
On Thursday, after the federal

bill’s introduction, some busi-
ness groups began to push back
on the proposal. The Coalition
for Workplace Safety, a group of
trade associations, said in a
statement that the new legisla-
tion would make it harder for
businesses to operate and
micromanage warehouses.

Federal bill aims to slow pace at Amazon
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
May 11th, 2024
9:30 A. M.

ANTIQUE - PRIMITIVES
- OLD COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Alladin Jadeite lamp;
butter prints; coffee

grinders; Alladin shades
and chimneys; big wheel
ion tricycle; Shirley Tem-
ple Dolls; cast iron crust
roller Crescent stove;
cast iron engine; flat
iron; military patches

and buttons; John Deere
pull type combine; New
Ferguson tractor with
box; 1964 Reds All Star
game program; cast iron
horse wagons; Wagner
child’s small skillet and
tea kettle; cast iron
Fordson tractor with
plow; cast iron Hubler
steam engine; LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
JEWELRY; 1898

Auglaize Co atlas; Tonka
log wagon and grain
hauler; HAM RADIOS
AND CB’S; cast iron
skillets; cast iron seats;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
Richard Stachler
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W
Votaw St., Portland, IN

May 13th, 2024
5:30 P. M.

VEHICLES - GOLF
CARTS - MISCELLA-

NEOUS
2018 Ford Explorer

Police Interceptor SUV
196,137 miles; 2017
Ford Explorer Police

Interceptor SUV 187,691
miles; 2006 Ford F250
Truck 55,925 miles;
2002 Ford 3DC Truck
(retired ambulance)
118,725 miles; (3) EZ
Go Golf carts; Flatbed
trailer (no title); (2) type-
writer desks; 1 large

drafting table; and other
items not listed.

Jay County Government
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY May 18th,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 7052 W 350

S. Dunkirk IN
Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of
finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40
Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.
Ford 390 big block

Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna
Force 5 horse power
twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-
net. Snap-on Freon

machine. 10” Delta table
saw. 

ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - MISC

Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

PUBLIC AUCTION
TWO VERY NICE AUC-

TIONS, 
ONE LOCATION

SATURDAY May 11,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:  

7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN
TRACTOR -FARM

ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.
3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar
mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug
and other crocks.

Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with
laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars
years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and
wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and
fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING AND REAL
ESTATE

AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. # AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time

29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 
HELP WANTED Farm
Equipment Operator
Starts ASAP $15 Per
Hour. Portland, IN. (541)
670-0862  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION 
ESTATE NO.  

38C01-2404-EU-000013 
In the Jay Circuit Court 
of Jay County, Indiana: 

Notice is hereby given that JEF-
FERY W. HAMMOND was on 5-
2-2024 appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the ESTATE OF
MARY JANE HAMMOND, de-
ceased, who died on January 11,
2024. 
All persons having claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
after the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claim will be forever
barred. 
Dated at Portland, Indiana, on
5-2-2024. 

JON A. EADS, Clerk 
Jay Circuit Court 
NICHOLAS J. 

BAUMGARTNER 
Attorney for Estate 

Attorney No. 34502-02 
BAUMGARTNER 
ATTORNEYS PC 

360 West Main Street 
Berne, Indiana 46711 

(260)589-3139 
CR 5-7,24-2024-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Boys golf at Southern Wells –

4:30 p.m; Baseball vs. Southern Wells – 5
p.m.; Girls tennis at Randolph Southern – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. Southern Wells– 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior High golf vs. Bluffton – 4:30 p.m.; Junior
high baseball at Daleville – 5 p.m.; Junior high
softball at Delta – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track MAC meet at Ver-
sailles – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. St. Marys
Memorial – 5 p.m.; Softball sectional opener at
Fairview – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Carolina Hurricanes
at New York Rangers (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Cleveland Cavaliers
at Boston Celtics (TNT)

7 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at New York
Yankees (TBS)

9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Dallas Mavericks
at Oklahoma City Thunder (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Colorado Ava-
lanche at Dallas Stars (ESPN)

Wednesday
1:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at St.

Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League: Bayern

Muchen at Real Madrid (CBS)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at

Cincinnati Reds (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Boston Bruins at

Florida Panthers (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Indiana Pacers at

New York Knicks (TNT)
10 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Edmonton Oilers at

Vancouver Canucks (ESPN)

Local notes

Outing scheduled
The annual City of Portland Mayor’s Golf Out-

ing has been scheduled for Friday, June 14, at
Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be held from 11
a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the day of the outing. A
meal will also be provided for the four-person teams
at this time. Registration is limited to the first 20
teams and must be completed by June 10 and sub-
mitted to 321 N. Meridian St., emailing mayorsof-
fice@thecityofportland.net or calling (260) 726-
9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun start at
noon. Those interested can also sponsor the

event. It cost $150 to sponsor a hole, $200 to
sponsor a team and a meal or $300 for to
sponsor a team, a meal and hole sponsorship.

Race coming up
The Monroe Lions 5K Run/Walk is the next

race set to take place in the Adams County Chal-
lenge Series.

It will take place at 8:15 a.m. on May 11 at the
east side of Adams Central School.

Registration for the race is $20 on race day
and female participants will receive a plant in
honor of Mother’s Day.

For more information, contact Alan Arnold by
emailing him at pamalarn@myfibersolution.com
or by calling (260) 216-1101.

Box score
Jay County Patriots

vs. Hagerstown Tigers

Hagerstown (18-1)
ab r h bi

Beaty c 4 0 0 0
Tracy cf 3 0 1 1
Ervin 2b 4 1 0 0
Burris 1b 4 0 1 1

Leiberman pr 0 0 0 0
Campbel 3b 4 0 1 0
Combs dh 3 0 0 0

King pr 0 0 0 0
Kelly pr 0 0 0 0

Craig lf 4 0 0 0
Walter rf 3 0 0 0
Williams ss 3 1 1 0
Totals 32 2 4 2

Jay County (9-9)
ab r h bi

Edwards lf 5 0 2 0
Schemenaur c 3 0 0 0

Foster cr 0 1 0 0
Myers ss 4 0 1 1
Nichols 3b 3 0 0 0
Goldsworthy 1b 4 0 1 0
Jetmore rf 2 0 0 0

Geesaman ph 2 0 1 0
Bennett dh 4 0 1 0
Wendel 2b 3 0 0 0
Rowles cf 4 0 1 0
Totals 34 1 7 1

Hagerstown 000 001 001 — 2
Jay County 001 000 000 — 1

LOB — Hagerstown 5, Jay County
11. 2B — Hagerstown 1
(Williams), Jay County 1 (Goldswor-
thy). SB — Hagerstown 1 (Leiber-
man).

IP H R ER BB SO
Hagerstown
Kendall 3 2 1 1 3 2
Williams 6 4 0 0 2 8

Jay County
Vazquez 7 3 1 1 0 3
Edwards 2 1 1 0 0 1

Continued from page 8
The winning team will get to

face off  with No. 2 seed Crestview
(11-2) for the sectional title on
May 16.
May 22’s potential district

opener at Coldwater, would force
the Indians to face another Mid-
west Athletic Conference team as
the bottom part of  the bracket
consists of  third-seeded St. Henry
(12-8), seventh-seeded New Bre-
men (6-10) and ninth-seeded Park-
way (5-9).
The eighth-ranked No. 1 seed

Minster Wildcats (17-4) and the
No. 4 Marion Local Flyers (12-10)
have the best shot of  making the
district championship game –
which will be played on May 24 –
of  the teams in the top half  of  the
bracket.

Tribe splits
COLDWATER, Ohio — The

Fort Recovery softball team split

a pair of  games against Midwest
Athletic Conference opponents in
the Strikeout Cancer tournament
at Coldwater on Saturday.
The Indians had a big fourth

inning against the Marion Local
Flyers to earn a 7-4 victory, but
couldn’t hold on in the second
game as the Coldwater Cavaliers
picked them off  10-8.
The first two batters of  the fifth

inning for Fort Recovery (9-12)
reached base on a walk and an
error. A single by Kayla
Heitkamp and back-to-back dou-
bles by Alexis Grisez and Emma
Will pushed four runs across
without an out. Another error
allowed the fifth to score, giving
FRHS 6 runs of  padding against
the Flyers (5-15).
Jenna Homan went the dis-

tance to earn the win for the Indi-
ans, only allowing three earned
runs on nine hits, while striking
out nine batters.

Seven runs over the fourth and
fifth innings decided the game
against Coldwater (13-10). The
Indians attempted a late come-
back with three runs in the top of
the seventh inning, but couldn’t
finish the job. Britney Tebbe suf-
fered the loss, allowing six runs to
score on 11 hits through the first
four innings.

Offense struggles
FORT RECOVERY — Fort

Recovery’s baseball team got
blown out in the first game of  a
doubleheader against the Russia
Raiders 15-0 Saturday. The Indi-
ans kept the second game close
but fell 2-1 there as well.
A trio of  pitchers for the Indi-

ans (7-8) gave up crooked num-
bers to the Raiders (16-4) in all but
the fourth inning in the five-
inning first game.
Eight runs in the second inning

gave Russia a double-digit lead

over Fort Recovery to put the
game out of  reach.
Alex Gaerke suffered the loss in

1 ⅓ innings pitched, but also
recorded the Indians’ only hit of
the game.
Rex Leverette took the loss in

the second game, despite only giv-
ing up two runs on five hits in a
complete game. A walk, triple
and a groundout in the fourth
inning allowed the runs to score.
The Tribe’s run came on a sac-

rifice fly by Troy Homan in the
fifth.

JV earns win
BERNE — The Jay County

junior varsity tennis team took
revenge on the South Adams
Starfires on Saturday in a 3-2
victory.
Back on April 15, South

Adams took down the Patriots 3-
2.
The No. 1 and 2 singles match-

es had flipped results from the
previous match. This time
around, Lilly Johnson dropped
the No. 1 contest to Olivia Oswalt
2-8, while Raylah Newton took
down Lanie Bryan 8-4.
Faith Faulkner captured

another win for the Patriots in
the No. 3 singles match. She took
down Ginamarie Sommerset 8-3.
Jay County also flipped a win

out of  No. 1 doubles duo Court-
ney Harris and Lucie Henneaux.
They combined to take down
Calah Hill and Makenzie Miller
9-7 in a match that lasted 1 hour,
20 minutes.
Lauren Fisher and Kenzie

Tobe ultimately fell to Elysia
Gonsowski and Amerson Wan-
ner 8-4 in the No. 2 doubles
match.
In an extra doubles contest,

Taven Bentley and Lydia John-
son pulled out their first doubles
win of  their careers 8-4.

Roundup ...

Continued from page 8
Jay County had an

opportunity to tie the
game in the bottom half
of  the ninth as Cody
Rowles and Edwards
found themselves on base
with a single and an
error, respectively. Two
outs again put the pres-
sure on Nichols to come
through, who has already
walked off  teams twice
this year on April 18 and
27. Nichols delivered a
shot to the gap, but Tracy
closed in on the ball from
center field before diving
to make the catch and
end the game.
“It was huge,” Hager-

stown coach Jay Hale
said. “It was a big spot for
Cole and really probably
boosted his confidence
even more. Just couldn’t
be more proud of  him for
laying out and getting a
glove on it.
“That could have kept

rolling and that could
have been the game
either way for either
team.”
While Jay County

couldn’t pull off  the
upset, Farr liked his
team’s ability to compete
with the Tigers and
helped reinforce the
team’s internal views on
itself.
“I have a lot of  confi-

dence in our guys and I

truly believe we’re really
good ball players,” Farr
said. “I truly believe we
can hang with a lot of
teams. We just have to be
able to execute and fin-
ish.”
Williams earned the

win for HHS after throw-

ing six innings in relief
and not allowing a single
run to score.
Jay County’s only run

came on a single from
Myers in the third inning
that put the Patriots up
early. Schemenaur
walked right before

Myers, and Wyatt Foster
entered as a courtesy
runner. Foster made it
from first to third base on
an errant throw by Kaa-
gen Kendall in a pickoff
attempt.
Game two started off

similarly, with the Patri-
ots developing a 3-1 lead
over the first three
innings.
Hagerstown battled

back to reclaim the lead
in the fourth with a four-
run inning and added
another in the fifth.
Seventh-inning RBIs

from Ryne Goldsworthy
and Garrett Bennett tied
the game at six runs
apiece to force extra
innings again.
After two innings of

stalemate, Hagerstown
rattled off  five runs in
the 10th off  of  six-
straight singles, all but
one came against Kade
Sommers.
Ervin put the Patriots

down in short order in
the bottom half  to seal
the deal and earn the
win.

Patriots ...

‘I have a lot of confidence in
our guys and I truly believe
we’re really good ball players.
I truly believe we can hang
with a lot of teams. We just
have to be able to execute and

finish.’
—Jay County baseball coach Todd Farr



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The Patriots led the Tigers

for nearly three innings. They
hung with them for eight total.
They just couldn’t find a way

to score late as the game
slipped away.
The Jay County High School

baseball team lost a nine-
inning contest to the Class 2A
No. 1 Hagerstown Tigers in the
first game of  a double header
on Saturday. The Patriots also
dropped game two by a score of
11-6.
“I thought our guys battled

really well,” JCHS coach Todd
Farr said. “(Hagerstown is) a
really good baseball team.
That’s why they’re ranked.
“We were right there. We’ve

got to make some plays and
clean a couple things up and I
think we win that ball game.”
The Patriots (9-9) got a great

game out of  Zedrian Vazquez
on the mound, but a couple of
slip ups allowed a run to score
in the sixth inning. Through
the first five innings, the jun-
ior only allowed three baserun-
ners – Cole Tracy on a hit-by-
pitch, Ethan Campbell on a sin-
gle to right field and later on
an error.
“He just locates the ball real-

ly well and when his offspeed
stuff  is on, man he’s really
good.” Farr said. “He’s tough
to battle against and he’s going
to keep guys off  balance.”
In the sixth, Vazquez got the

first batter to fly out to center
field. Out of  the ninth spot in
the lineup, Ben Williams
smacked a double to right field
and later reached third on a
wild pitch. Collin Beaty struck
out after a seven-pitch at bat,
Tracy pulled through with a
hot shot that forced third base-
man Parker Nichols to dive on

the line to stop. By the time
Nichols’ throw reached first
base, Tracy reached the bag
and Williams scored.
No more runs crossed, but

the damage was done as Jay
County needed to score in the
next two innings to avoid extra
innings against Hagerstown
(18-1).

The Patriots had opportuni-
ties with runners in scoring
position both innings, but
couldn’t send home the win-
ning run either time. 
JCHS loaded the bases in the

sixth with two outs, but the
inning ended on a nice stop by
Campbell at third base and
threw Grant Wendel out. 

In the fifth, Jackson
Edwards reached on a single to
center and moved into scoring
position on a sacrifice bunt by
Drew Schenenaur (the second
out of  the inning). The Tigers
intentionally walked Sam
Myers, which paid off  as
Nichols flew out to first base-
man Wyatt Burris.

Edwards came in to relieve
Vazquez in the eighth and
faced the minimum, but an
error by Leighton Brown in
left field put the winning run
on second base. A subsequent
single by Burris scored Kayne
Ervin to give the Tigers a 2-1
lead.

See Patriots page 7
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Ground
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frrozen, in tubes
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Chicken Breasts
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lbChops
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Sports
Tuesday, May 7, 2024

Jay girls win ACAC
title over Woodlan,
see story below

FRHS softball faces
Fairview in sectional today,

see Sports on tap

Patriots can’t pull off upset
Class 2A No. 1 Hagerstown sweeps Jay County in pair games with extra innings

BLUFFTON — The Patriot girls fin-
ished three points shy of  the Warriors
for the top spot at the conference meet
last year.
Despite losing a state competitor, the

Patriots wouldn’t repeat the same fate
and a school record was set along the
way.
The Jay County High School girls

track team’s 122 points topped the Wood-
lan Warriors to earn the Allen County
Athletic Conference meet championship
on Friday night. The boys also competed,
fourth place with 90.5 points.
Woodlan finished as the runner-up in

the girls competition with 116.5 points
and was the only team to finish within 10
points of  Jay County.
Host Bluffton dominated the boys com-

petition with 175 points. Second place
ended up being a closely contested match
with Heritage earning the spot with 97
points, while South Adams (92) and Jay
County trailed behind.
In total, the Patriots took the top spot

in seven events at the meet.
Matilda Mende, Jenna Dues, Ariel

Beiswanger and Morgan DeHoff  ran the
4x100-meter relay and set a new school
record with a time of  50.87 seconds. Abby
Arnold, Chelsea Rains, Dawn Ogden and
Lisa McKee set the previous record in 2000.

Mende and Dues earned individual
ACAC titles as well.
Mende took the top spot in the 100

dash with a time of  12.83 seconds to
beat out Dues for the top spot.
Dues’ time of  27.1 seconds in the 200

dash beat out Woodlan’s Grace Gabner
(27.29) and Beiswanger (27.89).
The only other individual champi-

onship for the girls went to Mya Kun-
kler in the high jump. She cleared the 4
foot, 10 mark on her first attempt, to
surpass Molly Muhlenkamp and Alexis
Smith of  Woodlan.
The 4x400 relay team of  Aixa Lopez,

Kunkler, Cash Hollowell and Makinsey
Murphy finished first in 4 minutes,
21.19 seconds.
The boy’s only individual title came

from Adam Alig. The JCHS junior ran
a time of  15.58 seconds to set a new
career best and capture first place in
the 110 hurdles.
Alig also ran the third leg of  the

4x100 relay team that took first place.
Gabe Pinkerton, Caden Gambill and
Garrett Hidy joined him to put out a
time of  44.92 seconds.
The boys also claimed one second-

place finish and four third-place finish-
es. The girls earned three of  each.

Girls claim ACAC title

ELWOOD — The Patriots
found an offensive spark on
Thursday to bring home
their first conference win.
That spark turned into a
flame over the weekend as
the Patriots’ offense found
fire for a pair of  wins.
Jay County High School’s

softball team scored more
than 10 runs in both of
their games on Saturday at
the Lady Panthers Classic
in a 21-11 win over the host
Elwood Panthers and an 11-
7 victory over the Eastern
Comets.
The Patriots (8-4) trailed

Elwood (4-11) by three runs
before they rattled off  10
runs in the fifth inning
The middle of  the order

powered the offense in the
game as Jaeylnn Lykins
collected five hits, includ-
ing a home run and a dou-
ble, to drive in four runs.

Jozey Shimp and Mady
Fraley both pushed four
runs across the plate as
well – Shimp with a double
and three singles and Fra-
ley with two triples.
Carley Trindad earned

the win as she tossed three
innings of  relief.
Trinidad and Hallie

Schwieterman fueled the
offensive production in the
win against Eastern (10-7).
Each had three RBIs with
the former earning four
hits and the latter securing
three including a two-RBI
triple in the fifth inning.

Mallory Winner manned
the circle in the second
game, going the distance
while surrendering seven
runs on seven hits and
three walks.

Indians draw Tigers
The OHSAA announced

the sectional and district
matchups on Saturday
afternoon.
The Fort Recovery base-

ball team received the sixth
seed in the tournament,
and will host No. 11 seed
Waynesfield-Goshen in the
opener of  the Division IV
Northwest 3 sectional tour-
nament at 5 p.m. on May 14.
The Tigers (7-8) only have

one game left on their regu-
lar season to be played
today at Ada, while the
Indians (7-8) have five more
games slated before the
postseason.

See Roundup page 7

Jay softball’s
offense explodes

Local
roundup

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School shortstop Sam Myers tries to turn a double play in the first game of a doubleheader against
Class 2A No. 1 Hagerstown on Saturday. The Patriots dropped both games of the doubleheader only after forcing extra innings
against the Tigers.


