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Robert Langenkamp, 68,
Portland

Hannah Hughes, 39, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  72 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 55.

Expect rain tonight with a
chance of  thunderstorms and
a low in the upper 50s. Winds
will gust up to 25 miles per
hour. Thursday’s high will be
in the upper 60s with more
rain expected. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

Cincinnatus League is
accepting nominations for its
Jay County Hall of  Fame. Qual-
ifications include devoting
time and effort to the commu-
nity beyond employment and
being at least 65. Nomination
forms are available by calling
Karen Bailey at (260) 729-1249
or Barbara Street at (260) 726-
5219. The deadline is May 27.

Thursday — Results from
this week’s primary election
in Jay County.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS girls tennis match
against Richmond.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Voting with Virginia
Poll worker Virginia Burkey (right) helps Patricia Walker check in to vote Tuesday morning at Jay County

Courthouse. Voter volume was low at the courthouse early Tuesday, with only about 10 voters having passed through as of
8 a.m. Polls were open until 6 p.m. For results from Tuesday’s primary election, visit thecr.com.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Current water rates are
not sufficient to maintain
the current cash balance
and complete planned cap-
ital projects.

The city, however, has
reserves to help cover the
costs.

Portland City Council
heard a report regarding
the city’s water fund from
Ross Hagen of  accounting
and consulting firm
Baker Tilly during its
meeting Monday.

Council members also
approved a take-home car
policy for the police
department and a recre-
ational vehicle ordinance,
both of  which had been
discussed at a work ses-
sion last month (see relat-
ed story).

Hagen noted that cash
reserves have dipped to
about $3.7 million, down
from $4.05 million at the
conclusion of  2023. (Cash
reserves had been at $4.2
million at the end of  2016
before dipping to $3.48
million the next year
because of  water main
work.) He said his firm
recommends keeping a
minimum cash balance of
about $1 million.

The water department’s
capital projects plan for
2025 includes two major
projects — $800,000 in
water main replacements
and $180,000 to repaint the
Tyson Road water tower.
(Other years in the five-
year plan show $100,000
for water main replace-
ments annually.) In 2026,
plans call for $130,000 for a
new master control panel
at the water plant.

“Rates are not really
sufficient to fund all of
your planned expendi-
tures,” said Hagen, “but
the city has put itself  in
an advantageous position
with the water utility hav-
ing that extra level of
cash balances above those
levels of  recommended
reserves.

See Water page 5

An increase
was last
approved

in Portland
in 2004

City may
need to
look at
water
rate hike

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
The village is moving for-
ward with construction of
a second water tower.

How it will account for
the additional cost is still to
be determined.

Fort Recovery Village
Council awarded a
$2,442,700 contract Monday
from Caldwell Tanks of
Louisville, Kentucky, for
building the new tower on
the north side of  the vil-
lage.

Plans call for a 250,000-
gallon elevated water tower
similar to the existing
structure along Industrial
Drive on the southeast side
of  the village with an addi-
tional 2,600 feet of  water
line to connect it to the vil-
lage’s distribution system.

Fort Recovery received a
$1.25 million grant in June
2023 from the Ohio BUILDS
water infrastructure pro-
gram for the project, which
at that time was estimated
to cost about $1.7 million.
The village planned to con-
tribute about $450,000 from
its water tower improve-
ment and water capital
funds for the project.

In March, bids for the
project came in at higher
than expected, with Cald-

well Tanks bidding at least
$600,000 less than the other
two companies — Pittsburg
Tank and Tower Group of
Henderson, Kentucky, and
Phoenix Fabricators of
Avon, Indiana — who sub-
mitted offers. At $2.44 mil-
lion, Fort Recovery would
pay approximately $1.2 mil-
lion — $750,000 more than
initially anticipated.

The village applied for a
$600,000 one-time Ohio
Capital Budget grant

through Ohio Senate presi-
dent Matt Huffman’s office
but has not received a deci-
sion yet. Village adminis-
trator Randy Diller noted
the village may not learn if
it has been approved for
the funding until the
state’s budget is approved
in June. 

Caldwell Tanks’ offer is
valid for 60 days after bid
opening, which puts the
village’s deadline to award
the bid by May 14.

Diller and fiscal officer
Roberta Staugler reviewed
the village’s capital
improvement plans to see
if  the village would be able
to pay for the additional
funding.

“The bottom line is, yes,
we can. How we’re going to
do is it to be determined,”
Diller said. “We may end

up having to borrow some
money, we may not. It’s
going to cut us really close
on a lot of  things.”

It could also impact fund-
ing for other capital proj-
ects on the timeline, such
as improvements at the
water plant and waste-
water lagoons.

Diller said he doesn’t
want the village to miss out
on using the Ohio BUILDS
grant dollars it was award-
ed. He also pointed out re-
bidding the project could
result in more expensive
contracts.

Mayor Dave Kaup asked
how much it would cost the
village to get out of  a con-
tract with the company if
Fort Recovery doesn’t
receive the one-time fund-
ing.

See Tower page 2

By ZAREEN SYED
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

The U.S. Department of  Educa-
tion announced additional steps
on Monday to support the many
students and their families who
are in the process of  completing
the overhauled Free Application
for Federal Student Aid after a
shaky relaunch and complicated
start for applicants.

“We are determined to close the
FAFSA completion gap,” said U.S.
Deputy Secretary of  Education
Cindy Marten in a statement.
“The funding we’re announcing
today will support states, dis-
tricts, and community-based
groups build capacity and lever-
age their power to ensure that
every student who needs help
paying for college turns in their
FAFSA form.”

In a news release, the depart-
ment said the $50 million pro-
gram is part of  the “FAFSA Stu-
dent Support Strategy” and
addresses known issues with the
2024-25 form to help boost its com-
pletion. Since the application
became available in December,
only around 9 million forms have
been successfully submitted,
according to the Department of
Education.

Jack Wallace, the head of  gov-
ernment affairs and industry

relations at Yrefy, a Phoenix-
based student loan provider, said
there’s a long way to go, as
around 18 million people fill out
the FAFSA each year.

The Department of  Education
said it has sent approximately 70
million emails to students
encouraging them to complete
the FAFSA form, which is being
referred to as the “Better FAFSA”
to reflect the many changes made
to it since last year.

See FAFSA page 2

FAFSA strategy launched

FR awards water tower contract
Cost came in higher than
expected at $2.44 million

Tribune News Service/Chicago Tribune/Vincent Alban

Ashton Spatz, center, a financial aid advisor with
the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), assists Jessena
Sanchez, left, and her daughter, Leslie Delve, right, a
sophomore at the school, during a FAFSA workshop on Feb.
23 at UIC's Student Financial Aid Office.

Updated application process
has been shaky, complicated



Continued from page 1
Diller said he is not

sure, but that it could be
an option.

Council members Al
Post, Cliff  Wendel, Scott
Pearson, Erik Fiely and
Greg Schmitz, absent
Luke Knapke, agreed to
move forward with Cald-
well Tanks’ offer.

Also Monday, council
heard dredging the waste-
water lagoons is estimated
to cost about $440,000.
That figure doesn’t
include hiring a company
to gather and haul away
the sludge, which Diller
estimated at an additional
$100,000.

He added that he’s work-
ing on getting a total proj-
ect cost for potential work
from Lemna Environmen-
tal Technologies of  Min-
nesota. The company has
suggested a process that
would utilize Fort Recov-
ery’s wastewater lagoons
while adding in some
mechanical aspects, a
project initially estimated
between $1 million and $2
million.

Council also learned a
large recirculation pump
has been installed in the
lagoons, which should
help to increase dissolved
oxygen in the water. Plans
are to resume using a
sludge reduction product
from Kainos Ag — it has
been used through the
warm months for the last
few years — on the lagoons
in the next couple weeks.

Also, council learned
Ohio Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has pre-

liminarily approved the
village — it’s pending
additional information
— for a low-interest loan
for the design portion of
switching the village’s
water plant to a reverse
osmosis facility. 

Diller noted he has not
yet received an answer on
the village’s application
for $4 million through the
Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure Grant Pro-
gram, which allows Ohio
communities to apply for
up to $5 million in grants
for construction projects.

In other business, coun-
cil:

•Approved the follow-
ing: an ordinance amend-
ment to hire Julia Beyke
as a lifeguard training
instructor for 2024 per
American Red Cross certi-
fication guidelines and a
$100,665.42 pay request
from PAB Construction of
Coldwater, Ohio, for recon-
struction of  Gwendolyn
and Wiggs streets.

•Heard Diller awarded
right-of-way acquisition
services work to Dennis
Ziccardi and Associates of
Cincinnati for the planned
multi-use trail along Ohio
49 and Sharpsburg Road, a
project funded through
Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Systemic
Safety Funding grant. The
process is required by
Ohio Department of
Transportation and the
federal government.

•Were reminded about
the Fort Street Car Clas-
sics Car Club’s Cruise-In
is slated for 6 to 10 p.m.
Friday along the brick
portion of  Wayne Street
and Fort Recovery’s annu-
al spring clean-up day
May 18. Maharg’s Trash
Service will pick up trash
items, which must be set
on property curbs by 5
a.m. May 18.

•Learned Fort Recovery
Cemetery Board raised
the price per cemetery
plot to $525 from the previ-
ous $450.

•Heard Ohio Public
Works Commission
should review recommen-
dations and make final
awards for the Small Gov-
ernment Program grant
Friday. The village applied
for a $500,000 in order to
reconstruct Butler Street
between Fort Site and
Main streets.

•Heard paving has been
completed at Fort Site
Park.

•Were informed Fort
Recovery Ambassador
Pool has been cleaned and
refilled. The pool will be
open for Memorial Day.
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JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum) Cost. .. $1.56 per foot
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION CONDITIONS:

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N, PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, call 726-8701 

THANK YOU 
MR. LeMaster

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 
Attorney Greg LeMaster for his prompt response 
to the Election Integrity Survey, which I recently 
distributed to both Republican candidates for 
the Indiana State House of Representatives. Mr. 
LeMaster's thoughtful and thorough answers 
have been invaluable in providing insights into 
his stance on election-related issues.
If anyone would like to discuss the survey 
questions or Mr. LeMaster's responses in greater 
detail, please feel free to reach out to me at 
either Clayto55@aim.com or at (765) 730-3301. 
I would be happy to engage in further discussion.
Thank you once again, Mr. LeMaster, for your 
time and cooperation.

Best regards,
J. Clayton Phillips

Paid for by J. Clayton Phillips

Robert
Langenkamp

May 6, 1955-May 5, 2024
Robert H. Langenkamp Jr.,

age 68, of  Portland passed away
on Sunday, May 5,
2024, in the
Lutheran Hospi-
tal in Fort
Wayne. 

He was born in
Coldwater, Ohio,
on May 6, 1955,
the son of  Robert
and Rita Carolyn
(Burnham) Lan-
genkamp. He was married in
1975 to Frances Adair who sur-
vives.

Bob was a truck driver and
owner of  Bob Langenkamp
Milk Hauling for over 20 years.
He recently retired from R.J.
Becher and Sons Farming.

Surviving are his wife
Frances; three daughters, Car-
rie Dye (husband: Jeremy) of

Selma, Amy Emerick (hus-
band: Terry) of  Pennville and
Rita Wright (husband: Andrew)
of  Portland; three brothers,
Roger Langenkamp (wife: Deb-
bie) of  Portland, Ray Lan-
genkamp (wife: Jackie) of  Fort
Recovery and Ryan Lan-
genkamp of  Portland; four sis-
ters, Rhonda Hoying of  Port-
land, Rose Stephen of  Portland,
Rita Stephen (husband: Donny)
of  Portland and Roxann Abels
(Dean) of  Montezuma, Ohio;
brother-in-law Jerry Huber of
Tipp City; grandson Jakob
Lawrence; grandchildren Karly
Emerick, Mason Emerick, A.J.
Wright, Landyn Wright and
Lilly Wright; and great-grand-
children Finley, Nash, Brenna,
Madi and Grady.

He was preceded in death by
a sisters Ruth Langenkamp
and Renee Huber and brother-
in-law Dave Hoying.

Funeral services will be Fri-
day, May 10, at 11 a.m. in the

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Brian Bailey presiding.
Burial will follow in the Sala-
monia Cemetery. Visitation
will be Thursday from 3 to 7
p.m.

Memorials can be made to
the choice of  the donor.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Hannah Hughes
July 1, 1984-May 3, 2024

Hannah Hughes, age 39, a
resident of  Portland, passed
away on Friday, May 3, 2024, at
IU Health Methodist Hospital
following a sudden illness. 

Hannah was born July 1,
1984, in Portland, Indiana, the
daughter of  Mike and Zina
(Wysong) Spahr. She graduat-
ed from Jay County High
School in 2002 and earned a
bachelor’s degree in business
in 2006 from Ball State Univer-
sity and later earned her mas-

ter’s degree in
accounting in
2007.

Hannah was a
Certified Public
Accountant and
was a partner at
Bollenbacher
and Associates
in Portland.

She married Nate Hughes on
Oct. 18, 2008. 

Survivors include:
Her husband — Nate Hughes

– Portland, Indiana 
Her children — Jackson

Hughes and Ameila Hughes
Her parents — Mike and

Zina Spahr, Portland, Indiana 
Two sisters — Kristen Gib-

son (husband: Josh), Portland,
Indiana, and Lauren Ferner
(husband: Brent), Portland,
Indiana 

Her grandfather — Byron
Wysong, Portland, Iandiana 

Aunt — Kandy Spahr,
Roscoe, Illinois 

Two nephews, one niece and
several cousins

Visitation will be held on
Thursday from 4 to 8 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will be held on
Friday at 11 a.m. at the funeral
home. Burial will follow at Green
Park Cemetery in Portland. 

Memorials may be directed to
Hannah’s children in care of
Nate Hughes. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Thursday
Hughes, Hannah: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Langenkamp, Robert: 11

a.m., Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Langenkamp

Hughes

Continued from page 1
The new application is shorter, with

only 36 questions, and most of  the infor-
mation will be pulled directly from income
tax returns. A new IRS tool also simplifies
the process, with the caveat that the fami-
ly’s 2022 taxes have been completed and
can be easily imported into FAFSA.

Though the changes are intended to
help, Wallace said the rollout hasn’t been
easy.

“Not only do you have students having a
difficult time still getting on the website
and getting things processed on the front
end, but there’s also a delay in getting the
data to the schools,” Wallace said.

The department has been in touch with
hundreds of  superintendents and princi-
pals to help drive submission efforts, gar-

nering over 200 commitments from compa-
nies, non-profits, and community organi-
zations to help boost FAFSA submissions.

Minnesota-based Educational Credit
Management Corporation will implement
the multi-million-dollar support program
to assist organizations with demonstrated
experience in expanding college access
and enrollment.

“The funding will be prioritized for
organizations currently working with
schools and districts, and those that have
deep ties with students and families which
have the reach and capacity to help
decrease barriers and increase FAFSA
submissions,” the department said.

The application deadline for financial
aid for the upcoming school year is June
30.

FAFSA ...

Tower ...

Drug possession
A Portland man was

arrested Sunday for drug
possession and other
charges.

Donald J. Weesner, 26, 108
W. Second St., was prelimi-
narily charged with two
Level 6 felonies for posses-
sion of  cocaine or a narcot-
ic drug and unlawful pos-
session of  a syringe, as well
as a Class B misdemeanor
for public intoxication.

He was being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony 
arrests

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.56
June corn ................4.56
Wheat ......................5.32

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.62
June corn ................4.67
July corn..................4.57

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.58
June corn ................4.53
Beans ......................12.37

June beans ............12.37
Wheat ...................... 6.02

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.46
June corn ................4.49
Beans ......................12.29
June beans ............12.32
Wheat ......................5.98

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.50
June corn ................4.53
Beans ......................12.05
June beans ............12.15
Wheat ......................5.76

Lotteries

CR almanac

67/46 61/45 63/46 67/48 72/53
Thursday

has a 50%
chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
throughout the
day.

Mostly
sunny skies
with a slight
chance of
rain Monday.

Sunday
has a chance
of rain. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny, with a
high in the
mid to upper
60s.

There is a
slight chance
of thunder-
storms Friday.
Mostly sunny,
with a low in
the mid 40s.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 60% chance
of showers
throughout the
day and night.

Thursday
5/9

Friday
5/10

Saturday
5/11

Sunday
5/12

Monday
5/13

Powerball
Monday
7-23-24-56-60
Power Ball: 25
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$306 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-1-3
Daily Four: 4-0-2-5
Quick Draw: 1-3-6-8-9-

11-23-33-34-35-38-42-43-44-
57-58-63-66-73-77

Evening
Daily Three: 4-7-8

Daily Four: 3-5-6-0
Quick Draw: 1-5-7-8-14-

20-21-22-33-35-47-48-53-55-
64-65-67-70-71-77

Cash 5: 11-16-22-30-44
Estimated jackpot:

$266,000 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-0-6
Pick 4: 9-0-4-1
Pick 5: 1-1-7-8-5
Evening
Pick 3: 6-2-1
Pick 4: 3-1-8-2
Pick 5: 4-8-1-9-6
Rolling Cash: 3-8-9-20-

31
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Today
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
3 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board of  Directors, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Plan Commission,
auditorium, Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

In 1846, United States
troops declared victory
after a two-day battle
against a portion of  the
Mexican army at Palo
Alto and Resaca de la
Palma.  Mexican troops
were forced out of
Texas, and five days
later, the United States
declared war against
Mexico.

In 1884, Harry Tru-
man was born in Lamar,
Missouri. Truman
served as the 33rd presi-
dent of  the United States
and led the country

through the end of
World War II and begin-
ning of  the Cold War.

In 1886, Coca-Cola
was developed by phar-
macist John Pemberton.
The drink had been orig-
inally intended to be a
cure-all tonic.

In 1945, Germany
surrendered uncondi-
tionally, officially end-
ing World War II in
Europe. The war in the
Pacific continued until
Japan surrended in Sep-
tember.

— The CR



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4

p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addition that

focuses on motivation, cop-
ing with cravings, manag-
ing thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

SALVATION ARMY OF
JAY COUNTY — Will host
a meeting at 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 9, in the commu-
nity room at Jay County
Public Library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland. The organi-
zation is seeking volun-
teers to serve the commu-
nity as advisory council
members. For more infor-
mation, contact northern
Indiana regional liaison
Angie Quinn at (765) 327-
3986.

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 9,
at Pizza Hut in Portland.

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY POST 211 —
Will meet at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 9, at the post at
211 W. Walnut St., Portland.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday

of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7 p.m.
the second Thursday of
each month at Jay Commu-
nity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried for the last 25 years to a won-
derful man, “Frank.” We are very
happy in all areas except for inti-
macy. Frank has lost all interest
in intimacy and sex. It began
about two years ago, and I have
tried everything to reignite the
flame in our relationship. Frank’s
sex drive has disappeared! 

About a year ago, he told me I
should find someone — a friend
with benefits — to take care of
my sexual needs. At the time I
said no, hoping he would be inter-
ested again. Now, after a year of
waiting, I am seriously consider-
ing finding a “friend.” 

Do you think I should follow
through with it, or keep waiting
and hoping Frank will change?
Have you any advice about how to

restart the intimacy in our rela-
tionship? — EXTINGUISHED IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR EXTINGUISHED: You
and your husband need to
have another serious talk
about this. He should also talk
to his doctor and ask for a
referral to a urologist and an
endocrinologist, who may be
able to help. The inability to
achieve an erection occurs in

some men around age 50 and
even younger, which is why
Viagra is such a popular drug.
If  your husband is willing to
discuss this with a medical
professional, it may be the
solution to his (and your)
problem.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I met a co-worker

about a year ago and we started
dating. He had been clean and
sober from alcohol for more than
10 years. We got along very well,
but he is drinking again, and his
behavior has changed — there
are mood swings, bouts of  jeal-
ousy and finger-pointing. 

When he drinks, it’s unpleas-
ant, and the smell seeping from
his pores is nauseating. He finds
almost any reason to have a

drink. When I try to talk to him
about it, he says he does nothing
wrong and he drinks because he
wants to, or some other reason
that makes no sense. I’m tired of
the excuses. Then he begs for for-
giveness or accuses me of  not
wanting him around. 

I have told him he needs to
work on himself  and get back
into the program, and he says all
he can do is take one day at a
time. He drinks and drives, which
poses a danger to himself  and
others. He’s jealous of  my ex and
my grown children. He plays the
victim, and his answers to ques-
tions are, “I don’t remember,” “I
didn’t do anything,” or “I don’t
know what you’re talking about.”
I’m at my wits’ end and can’t take
any more. Please help. — TOXIC

RELATIONSHIP
DEAR TOXIC: Draw the line.

Remind your co-worker that
when you started dating him,
he was on the wagon. Tell him
that when he drinks his per-
sonality changes, and you do
not like the person he
becomes. You need to educate
yourself  about alcoholism,
and an effective way to do that
would be to join Al-Anon and
attend some meetings. 

If  you really “can’t take any
more,” stop dating him! And,
if  it creates problems where
you work, inform your boss or
supervisor. I’m sure that
because of  the potential liabil-
ity, your employer won’t be
thrilled about having a drunk
for an employee. 
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

 

 
 

         

   
 

ssretnnir
ITNA

Pri ’  

 
 

         

   
 

seltruus
EUQI

T 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 

M.W903
AN E W S P

P R I N T I N G

 

 
 

         

   
 

.tSniaM
A P E R S
N T I N G

 

 
 

         

   
 627

AC
4/182X)W(”4/332

051$
SROF

 

 
 

         

   
 14186

LLA
)H(”4/373X)D(”4

.ae0
ELAS

 

 
 

         

   
 

 

 
 

         

   
 NI,dnaltroP

.tSniaM.W903

 

 
 

         

   
 1418-627-062

Community Calendar

Cincinnatus League is
asking for nominations to
its Hall of  Fame.

The accolade honors
individuals who have con-
tributed to the community
through volunteer efforts.
Those selected will be
inducted into the Hall of
Fame on July 10 at Jay
County Fairgrounds. To be
nominated, an individual
must have devoted time and
effort to the Jay County
community in ways in
addition to employment
and occupation, live in Jay
County or have significant
ties to Jay County and be at
least 65 years old by July 10.

Nominations must be
received by May 27.

Free exhibit
A Ball State University

professor’s work is avail-
able for viewing at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place.

Scott Anderson’s
“Under Rodinia” will be
on display through May
31 in the Hugh N. Ronald
Gallery at Arts Place, 131
East Walnut St., Port-
land.

Husband tells wife to look elsewhere for sex
Dear
Abby

Taking
Note

Nominate citizens
for Hall of Fame

Lions
donate

Portland Lions
president Josh Gibson
presents a check for
$2,100 to Mindy Weaver
of the Jay County
Humane Society.
Proceeds came from a
recent tenderloin fry
partnership between
Portland Lions Club and
Jay County Humane
Society.

Photo provided
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from May 7, 2014.
It is, only occasionally, a danger-
ous proposition to be at work on
the weekend. Usually the result is
an empty office, free of  distractions
and prime for good work to get
done. Other times, like the story
Jack shared here, one can find
themselves dealing with the latest
equipment problem that has
popped up. But as long as every-
thing is ready to go again Monday,
everything is OK.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

It was about 2:45 p.m. on Satur-
day afternoon. And there I was,
standing in the stairwell at the
back of  the newspaper building
in Portland, halfway between the
landing and the first floor, trying
to make my way up from the base-
ment. I was bent over like a crea-
ture from The Lord of  the Rings.
On my back was an eight-foot-
long table. And I got the giggles.

“Talk about a beast of  burden,”
I said to my fellow table-movers.

It all started Friday morning.
When I was passing out pay-
checks in the pressroom, it was
pointed out to me that one of  the
tables used by the inserters who

stuff  pre-prints from Menards,
Walmart, Main Street Market,
CVS, Walgreens and others into
the paper was wobbly. The reason
it was wobbly was that it wasn’t
really a table. It was an old door
lying across a sink. The sink had
been out of  commission ever
since we made the transition to
computer-to-plate technology.
The door — who knows where it
came from — was placed atop the
sink to create another work sta-
tion.

It was a patch job. One of  those
things that seems to make sense
at the time. But it really didn’t
make sense. Though it was a good
height and a decent work surface,
it wobbled.

When I mentioned it to Brian
Dodd, our production manager
who doubles as a recipe colum-
nist now and then, he got right on

it. In fact, I figured he knew it was
just a matter of  time before some-
one pointed the problem out to
the boss. By that afternoon, he’d
found a suitable replacement
table in the basement of  the
building. Though I told him it
wasn’t a pressing issue, Brian
indicated he’d work on it over the
weekend with his son, Aaron.

The real challenge, he thought,
was to disconnect the plumbing
from the old sink. He was wrong
on that one. The plumbing turned
out to be the easy part.

When I spotted Brian’s truck at
the office Saturday afternoon, I
stopped by. My plan was to offer a
few words of  encouragement and
maybe some strategic advice.
Funny how that turned out.

When I got to the pressroom, I
found the sink was gone. Discon-
necting the plumbing was no
problem. But I could hear voices
from the basement. Brian and his
son were debating how to get the
table up to the first floor. They’d
tried the elevator, and the table
wouldn’t fit. I could hear bits and
pieces of  their conversation com-
ing up the elevator shaft.

At this point, it’s important to
explain that in this particular

case the definition of  the word
“table” is a little vague. The piece
had apparently been built in the
basement of  the newspaper
building with whatever pieces of
lumber happened to be wander-
ing by at the moment. The top
looked like 19th century bead-
board, used with the beadboard
side down to create a smooth sur-
face. That surface had been
topped off  with used aluminum
offset plates, some of  them still
bearing images from the 1960s.
The legs were 2x4s from back in
the day when a 2x4 was a real 2x4.
And it had been hammered
together using spikes that were
at least 4 inches long. Not some-
thing you’d want to take to the
Antiques Roadshow for an
appraisal. And it was heavy.

Before I knew it, my words of
encouragement had been trans-
lated into sweat equity. Brian and
Aaron had concluded that the
“table” wouldn’t fit in the freight
elevator. And they were right.
But over the next 45 minutes or
so, it wasn’t at all clear that the
stairs were a better option. 

The newspaper building has
been around for more than 100
years, and what it lacks in youth

it makes up in strength. The
three of  us soon found we were
dealing with more fixed objects
than we’d like. The concrete steps
weren’t moving. The iron pipes
that made the stair railing
weren’t moving. And the brick
walls sure as heck weren’t mov-
ing.

The only give seemed to be in
human flesh and the “table”
itself. But we pressed on, until
that moment when I got the gig-
gles, bent like a coal miner, car-
rying the thing on my back.
That’s when Brian suggested
perhaps it wouldn’t be a good
idea to have the boss die in the
stairwell on a Saturday after-
noon. I agreed, which should
come as no surprise. So we tried
new tactics. 

We rotated. We shifted. And
finally we knocked off  some of
the legs, with Brian hauling out
those spikes like they were drag-
on’s teeth. Then, and only then, it
went through the door from the
stairwell into the pressroom

I checked it out on Sunday, and
it looks like a safe and functional
— if  funky — solution.

The best news: It doesn’t wob-
ble.

Wonky move eliminated the wobble

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

By the end of  the
decade, new cars and
trucks in the United
States will be required to
have automatic emer-
gency braking systems
that can save hundreds of
lives each year.

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, which announced
the requirement Monday,
called it the most signifi-
cant safety rule in two
decades. This is an impor-
tant milestone. But why
did it take so long? This
technology has been avail-
able for years, though
often sold as a luxury fea-
ture.

Most automakers volun-
tarily include some form
of  automatic braking in
new models, but the capa-
bilities can vary. The reg-
ulation makes the technol-
ogy mandatory by 2029
and sets a minimum stan-
dard that all cars must be
able stop and avoid con-
tact with the vehicle in
front of  them when travel-
ing up to 62 miles per
hour.

Carmakers have been
slower to install automatic
braking designed specifi-
cally to detect and avoid
pedestrians, a problem
because pedestrian fatali-
ties have been increasing
in recent years. The regu-
lation will require that
vehicles be able to avoid
hitting pedestrians when
traveling up to 40 mph and
detect pedestrians in the
dark, which is when more
than three-quarters of
such fatalities occur.

Since the 1980s, the
number of  people killed
each year in car crashes
in the U.S. has declined,
thanks in part to safety
requirements such as seat
belts and airbags. That
decline in fatalities stalled
a decade ago, and traffic
deaths spiked in 2020 and
2021. Experts attribute the
rise to an increase in
speeding and reckless and
distracted driving.

Automatic braking is
projected to save about 360
deaths a year, a small but
necessary drop. There
were 41,000 vehicle fatali-
ties in 2023.

While humans deserve
the blame for dangerous
driving, there is growing

recognition that engineer-
ing and technology, from
cars to roads, can prevent
crashes and reduce the
likelihood of  serious
injury and death when
they occur.

Automatic braking is
great, but it’s just one
safety feature. The federal
government should be far
more aggressive in pro-
moting and requiring oth-
ers; limiting heavier,
taller trucks and
SUVs that take longer to
stop and strike with more
force; and reducing
reliance on dashboard
touch screens that require
drivers to take their eyes
off  the road.

Last year, the National
Transportation Safety
Board recommended — it
doesn’t have the power to
require — that all new
cars have systems to alert
drivers when they are
speeding. Such systems
are required for new cars
sold in the European
Union starting in July.

California State Sen.
Scott Wiener, D-San Fran-
cisco, this year proposed
requiring technology that
automatically slows
speeding drivers, but his
bill was revised to
require a speeding warn-
ing instead.

There is no reason for
Americans to tolerate
41,000 traffic deaths a
year. Most are preventa-
ble, and there are tools
and design features avail-
able to make vehicles
safer for everyone on the
road. We just have to
demand them.

Automatic braking
should be required

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Heading into election week, I
wanted to slow it down with a focus
on what Indiana has to offer
Hoosiers and tourists. Last year,
I visited Madison and was taken by
the quaint town. I also promised to
do more things that Indiana has to
offer. And that led me to Columbus,
Indiana.

My sister-in-law Julie met me in
between our two homes for a much-
needed girls trip.

We started these trips after my
brother, her husband, died in 2016.
The first one was on the one-year
anniversary of  his passing and was
meant to be a way to cope with that
difficult time. Washington, D.C., was
the first of  the sojourns and we’ve
been going strong ever since. Some-
times the trips are small and more
local, such as French Lick or Chica-
go. And sometimes they are farther
away, like Toronto and Philadelphia.

Julie had no idea what I was rop-
ing her into with this one, but we
found a cute Airbnb and had a blast.

I crowdsourced some restaurant
recommendations and we ended up
at Upland’s Pump House on Friday
night. The place was hopping, and I
can’t recommend the whipped feta
enough. It was a great atmosphere in
a historic refurbished building.

There are also some lovely photos
to be had if  you venture down by the
water the restaurant overlooks. But
please be smarter than me and wear
proper footwear.

The next day we headed to a tour
of  Columbus. I had been hearing for
years about how the city of  around
50,000 had become a surprising hub

of  architecture. And I was fascinated
to find out how that happened.

The American Institute of  Archi-
tects ranked it 6th in the nation for
architectural innovation and design
— right behind Chicago, New York,
Boston, San Francisco, and Washing-
ton, D.C.

The visitor’s guide lists over 90
buildings and pieces of  public art by
internationally noted architects and
artists. The two-hour tour intro-
duced us to the likes of  Eliel Saari-
nen, Eero Saarinen, Kevin Roche,
I.M. Pei, Harry Weese, and Deborah
Berke.

But mostly, I was fascinated by
the public-private partnership creat-
ed by the Cummins Foundation.

Cummins’ former Chairman and
CEO J. Irwin Miller wanted to help
the community by providing an
alternative to the standard, but unin-
spired, school buildings being built
across the U.S. in the late 1950s and
early 1960s. So in 1957, the Cummins
Foundation made its first grant to
support architecture fees, for the Lil-
lian C. Schmitt Elementary School,
designed by Weese.

The Architecture Program
became a formal part of  the Cum-
mins Foundation in 1960 with a
grant for Northside Middle School. It
began with schools, but later grew to
encompass all facilities in the county

owned and operated by public tax
dollars.

Everywhere you turn there is an
interesting structure in Columbus.
It’s a feast for the eyes. Now, not all of
them were my aesthetic. The church-
es — First Christian Church and
North Christian Church — were
striking architecturally but not as
warm as you would hope.

The love of  architecture has also
morphed to the city embracing art
around the city as well, my favorite
being the sculpture “Eos.” The
Bartholomew County Memorial for
Veterans was also remarkable.

My one complaint about Columbus
— uneven sidewalks — took me out,
so we missed our second tour of  the
famed Miller House while I iced a
knee.

But we made it back out later for a
little shopping and ice cream at
Zaharakos. I have been there several
times to cover political events,
whether it be a meet and greet with
Mike Pence or Ted Cruz and his
daughters choosing their favorite fla-
vors. But I hadn’t learned about its
history or enjoyed the amazing ice
cream itself  until now.

For dinner I followed another
restaurant recommendation, and we
had pizza and breadsticks from
ZwanzigZ. So tasty.

Here’s hoping you take the oppor-
tunity to learn more of  what your
own state has to offer with trips like
this.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana State-

house since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Indiana has a lot to offer
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Continued from page 1
“That gives you the ability to

strategically make decisions
around your rates and what you
might want to do with those.”

Hagen indicated that in order
to pay for those projects and
maintain the city’s $3.8 million
balance, it would need to raise
water rates by about 40% — an
increase of  $7.84 from the cur-
rent $19.60 for the average user.
If  the city were to use reserves to
pay for the two largest projects in
2025, it could get by with an
increase of  25% ($4.90) while still
maintaining strong cash bal-
ances.

Water rates have not been
increased in Portland since 2004.
Hagen said they are currently
well below the state average. 

Council members had no ques-
tions for Hagen regarding the
report and took no action on
water rates at the meeting.

Also Monday, council presi-
dent Kent McClung expressed
concern regarding the future of
Jay County Development Corpo-
ration following a story Saturday
in The Commercial Review that
quoted an email from Jay Coun-
ty Commissioner Rex Journay
laying out what he called “deci-
sions” for the county consider-
ing its funding for the organiza-
tion moving forward. Those
include not renewing the con-
tract of  executive director
Travis Richards, returning the
budget to county control via the

county auditor, reducing mem-
bership to 9 or 11 and hiring a
qualified director.

Noting that the city is also a
financial contributor to Jay
County Development Corpora-

tion, McClung expressed his feel-
ing that those demands could
end the organization “as we
know it.”

“I don’t want to see it go that
way,” said McClung.

“My hope is that you guys can
figure this out,” he added later.
“But I don’t think it’s gonna hap-
pen.”

He said the city will need to
look at how it wants to proceed
with economic development if
there are major changes to the
way Jay County Development
Corporation operates.

Golden expressed his agree-
ment with McClung’s comments
and encouraged the residents of
Portland to vote Tuesday.

Council also heard an update
from community coordinator
Nate Kimball that applications
for the county’s owner-occupied
rehabilitation program — it will
help residents pay for home
improvements such as replacing
a roof, water heater or heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
unit, doing electrical work or
making a home more accessible
— will be open from May 28
through June 28. It is being fund-
ed by a $1 million grant through
the Indiana Office of  Communi-
ty and Rural Affairs (OCRA) in
relation to the county’s partici-
pation in the Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program (HELP). Appli-
cations will be available in the
auditor’s office at Jay County
Courthouse, Kimball's office at

the Community Resource Center
in Portland, Redkey Town Hall
and Dunkirk's city building.
Applications will also be avail-
able to print at jaycounty.net. (All
applications must be filled out
and turned in on paper.)

Applications will be reviewed
on a first-come, first-served basis
via several steps, with OCRA
making the decisions on what
projects are funded. There is a
limit of  $25,000 per household.

Answering questions from the
council, Kimball said he expects
a timeline of  at least three
months from submitting applica-
tions to completion of  work. He
noted that the county will group
projects together for bidding in
order to make them more attrac-
tive to prospective contractors.

Hilfiker asked who would be
handling home inspections as
part of  the process. Kimball said
the county has not yet selected
an inspector.

In other business:
•Council approved an ordi-

nance on second reading to set
the city council’s meeting time at
5:30 p.m. (Council has met at 5:30
p.m. since 2014 but had not
changed the ordinance to reflect
that reality.)

•Mayor Jeff  Westlake reported
the following:

—A new drinking fountain
has been installed at Hudson
Family Park near the amphithe-
ater. It includes a traditional
drinking fountain, a water bottle

filler and a drinking fountain for
dogs.

—The city’s wastewater
department is working on map-
ping of  the city’s sewer lines and
manhole covers.

—Police are working on code
enforcement until the city can
hire a code enforcement officer.

—The fire department has
gotten started with its first activi-
ty at its new training center.

•May asked about the status of
Spruce Alley, which runs east-
west connecting Meridian and
Commerce streets just south of
Bricker Auction Company. He
said he’s had some complaints
about the area and asked that the
issue be put on the agenda for the
May 20 council meeting.

•Council approved the follow-
ing an additional appropriation
for police equipment.

•May asked again about some
blighted homes he had identified
during a March council meeting.
Westlake said he would look into
the situation.

•Hilfiker thanked the street
department for the installation of
four-way stops at the intersec-
tions of  North and Middle streets
and Main and Ship streets.

•Goldsworthy expressed that
he’s always available to talk to
constituents about the issues
affecting the city. “People have to
remember, we’re never all going
to agree,” he said. “We’re doing
what we feel is best for the com-
munity.”

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The city has a new take-
home vehicle policy for its
police department and a
new ordinance governing
recreational vehicles.

Portland City Council
approved the take-home
vehicle policy and the RV
ordinance during its meet-
ing Monday, both on 6-1
votes.

The take-home vehicle
policy stemmed from previ-
ous discussions about
adding vehicles to the
police department’s fleet.
Some officers had been
allowed to take home vehi-
cles at the chief ’s discretion
over the years. The council
then discussed the policy
during a work session last
month.

Police Chief  Dustin
Mock, who took over the
role at the beginning of  the
year, told the council he had
made three changes to his
original proposal as sug-
gested by council members
at the work session. Those
included:

•That officers are respon-
sible for the proper conduct
of  passengers (passengers
must be authorized by the
chief, assistant chief  or
shift sergeant)

•Inspections of  vehicles
will be carried out quarter-
ly or at random intervals

•If  an officer is found to
be negligent and causes
damage to the vehicle, they
may be subject to discipli-
nary measures and forfeit
the assigned vehicle

The policy also includes
that: vehicles may be used
in Jay County and adjacent
counties, subject to the
chief ’s discretion, and for
authorized training or
events; officers may not use
a vehicle for personal pur-
poses without written per-
mission; officers may not
leave firearms in a vehicle
without it being secured in
the trunk or by other
means; and a minimum of
one fully functional and
equipped patrol car will be
at the station and available
for part-time and reserve
officers.

Council member Mike
Aker said he has heard con-
cerns from residents
regarding vehicles being
driven outside of  the city
and county. He suggested a
2-mile radius around the
city, questioned the amount
of  money being spent on
gas for officers who live out
of  county to drive home
and said he could not vote
for the policy without
tighter restrictions on
where vehicles are driven.

Mock said it is difficult to
recruit officers, especially
if  either city or county res-
idence is required, noting
that a current open posi-
tion has had one applicant.
He said he feels the
improved response time in
emergencies offsets the
cost of  driving vehicles
home.

Council members Dave
Golden, Kent McClung and
Ron May said they had
heard similar concerns to
those raised by Aker. May
agreed that vehicles should
not be driven out of  the
county, while Golden
expressed sympathy for the
difficulties of  recruitment.

Council member Ashley
Hilfiker said she felt Mock
has been flexible and had
made the changes request-
ed during the work session.
She motioned to approve
the ordinance, which
passed 6-1 with Michele
Brewster, Matt Goldswor-
thy, McClung, Golden, Hil-
fiker and May in favor and
Aker dissenting.

(McClung addressed the
city ordinance’s residency
requirements for police
officers. It states that appli-
cants must “reside within
the County of  Jay, a county
that is contiguous to Jay
County; a county that is
noncontiguous to Jay
County, but is not more
than 50 miles from the clos-
est boundary of  the City of
Portland; or willing to
establish this residence
upon appointment.”)

Council approved a new
recreational vehicle ordi-
nance on second reading,
having made no changes to
the ordinance to the origi-
nal proposal following a
work session last month.
The vote was 6-1, with May
dissenting. He said he feels
the ordinance goes too far
from addressing the origi-
nal issue of  an RV that was
blocking the line of  sight
for drivers at an intersec-
tion.

The ordinance says
recreational vehicles,
defined as RVs, motor vehi-
cle carriers, motor homes,
campers, boats, boat trail-
ers, recreational equip-
ment trails and trailers,
may not be parked in a
front yard unless they are
in a garage, carport or
driveway; when parked in a
street or alley, recreational
vehicles may not impede or
obstruct traffic or the line
of  sight for a regular vehi-
cle; recreational vehicles
may not be parked “on resi-
dential premises” for more
than 24 hours during load-
ing and unloading; recre-
ational vehicles may not be
used for living, sleeping or
housekeeping when parked
or stored at any location
not approved for that use.
Violations of  the ordinance
call for a fine of  between
$100 and $1,000.

As she had last month,
Portland resident Trisha
Myers spoke against the
ordinance, saying she feels
it places an undue burden
on RV owners. She called
the ordinance “ridiculous”
and said, “You make people
want to leave the City of
Portland, not stay here.”

She and council mem-
bers had a brief  back-and-
forth before the vote.

Council approves
take-home policy

Water ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The new water fountain,
which includes a fountain for
dogs, has been installed near
the entrance to the
amphitheater at Hudson Family
Park. The Goodrich Family
donated the fountain in honor
of John and Sarana Goodrich.
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CLASSIFIEDS

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit.
Call 855-965-4916
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE
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HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer –
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
May 11th, 2024

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUE - PRIMITIVES
- OLD COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Alladin Jadeite lamp;
butter prints; coffee

grinders; Alladin shades
and chimneys; big wheel
ion tricycle; Shirley Tem-
ple Dolls; cast iron crust
roller Crescent stove;
cast iron engine; flat
iron; military patches

and buttons; John Deere
pull type combine; New
Ferguson tractor with
box; 1964 Reds All Star
game program; cast iron
horse wagons; Wagner
child’s small skillet and
tea kettle; cast iron
Fordson tractor with
plow; cast iron Hubler
steam engine; LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
JEWELRY; 1898

Auglaize Co atlas; Tonka
log wagon and grain
hauler; HAM RADIOS
AND CB’S; cast iron

skillets; cast iron seats;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of auction for

preview.

Richard Stachler
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN
May 13th, 2024

5:30 P. M.
VEHICLES - GOLF
CARTS - MISCELLA-

NEOUS
2018 Ford Explorer

Police Interceptor SUV
196,137 miles; 2017
Ford Explorer Police

Interceptor SUV 187,691
miles; 2006 Ford F250
Truck 55,925 miles;
2002 Ford 3DC Truck
(retired ambulance)
118,725 miles; (3) EZ
Go Golf carts; Flatbed
trailer (no title); (2) type-
writer desks; 1 large

drafting table; and other
items not listed.

Jay County Government
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY May 18th,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 7052 W 350

S. Dunkirk IN
Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of
finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40
Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna
Force 5 horse power

twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-
net. Snap-on Freon

machine. 10” Delta table
saw. 

ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - MISC

Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.

OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 
PUBLIC AUCTION

TWO VERY NICE AUC-
TIONS, 

ONE LOCATION
SATURDAY May 11,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN

TRACTOR -FARM
ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.
3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar
mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug
and other crocks.

Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door
sedan, 4.2 engine,

66,075 miles. Smith &
Wesson 9mm Pistol with
laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars
years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and

wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and

fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. # AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for one full-time Police
Officer now until May
10th 2024. Starting
salary of $52,387. Will
also be accepting appli-
cations for reserve offi-
cers. Lateral transfer with
sign on bonus of $5,000
paid over a 3-year term
for ILEA tier one gradu-
ates. Benefits: Paid
vacation, holidays, sick
and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
We will also be taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Code Enforce-
ment Officer. Part time
29hrs/week $16/hr.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department or
Online at https://thecity-
ofportland.net/police-
department. 
HELP WANTED Farm
Equipment Operator
Starts ASAP $15 Per
Hour. Portland, IN. (541)
670-0862  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at

260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at the Jay County Fairgrounds, 
806 E Votaw Street, Portland Indiana 

on Monday Evening 

MAY 13, 2024
5:30 P.M.

VEHICLES – GOLF CARTS
MISCELLANEOUS 

2018 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor SUV, VIN
#1FM5K8AR7JGC42946 with 196,137 miles.

2017 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor SUV, VIN
#1FM5K8AR9HGC56745 with 187,691 miles.

2006 Ford F250 Truck, VIN
#1FTNF20586ED55943 with 55,925 miles.

2002 Ford 3DC Truck (retired ambulance) VIN #
1FDWE35F62HB42427 with 118,725 miles.
Allis Chalmers 190 wide front gas tractor.

2004 Dump truck (cab/chassis only – no bed); (3)
EZ Go golf carts; flatbed trailer (no title); back
rack for pickup truck; weed eaters; 2001 – 2005
International Truck Parts (fender flares, starters,
fuel lines, etc); 2 older transmission jacks; (2)

typewriter desks; 1 large drafting table; and other
items not listed.

JAY COUNTY GOVERNMENT
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 5-8-2024

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Sports on tap

Expansion will push the
Tribe hoopers into a lower
division. The bowlers and
tankers will stay where
they are.

The OHSAA announced
the preliminary winter
sports divisions on Mon-
day afternoon.

The announcement
mainly affected the Fort
Recovery High School bas-
ketball teams as the
OHSAA expanded from
just four divisions to seven.
The largest 64 schools get
placed in Division I, the
next 64 in Division II and
the rest are pooled together
and split evenly among the
other five divisions.

Both Indians basketball
teams will compete in Divi-
sion VI for the coming ath-
letic seasons. Other Mid-
west Athletic Conference
teams competing in Divi-
sion VI include Coldwater,
Marion Local, New Bre-
men, Parkway and St.
Henry. Minster will be in

Division VI for girls basket-
ball, but falls to Division
VII for boys.

Boys and girls bowling
will remain in Division II
for the time being, as well
as boys and girls swim stay-
ing put in Division II.

JC bats stay hot
NEW CASTLE — A trio

of  five-run innings was too
much for the New Castle
Trojans on Monday after-
noon, giving the Jay Coun-
ty softball team a 19-0 victo-
ry in only five innings.

The Patriots (9-4) got
offensive contribution from
nearly every player in their
starting lineup, and all but
one substitution.

Morgan Missicano and
Hallie Schwieterman did
the most work on the
basepaths. Missicano led
the team with four hits, also
scoring three times and
driving in a run. Schwieter-
man stepped on home four
times after walking three
times and getting one hit.
She also had two RBIs.

Carley Tinidad and Mal-
lory Winner drove in the
most runs, combining for
seven of  the team’s 19 RBIs.
Trinidad also picked up the
win, striking out five bat-
ters and allowing two hits
over the full five innings.

Jay County scored five
runs on the Trojans (4-14)
in the first, fourth and fifth
innings, while putting up
two in both the second and
third.

FR gets momentum
FORT RECOVERY —

The Indians will roll into
Tuesday’s sectional opener
with a win, as the Fort

Recovery softball team held
on for a 7-4 victory over the
Franklin Monroe Jets on
Monday.

The Indians (10-12) got on
the board early with good
base running from Emma
Will and Kayla Heitkamp in
the first two innings.

A three-run fourth
inning that included a two-
RBI triple from Ava Grisez
gave Fort Recovery control
over the Jets (7-20).

Insurance runs came on
a Will’s single and Ella
Schoen’s double in the fifth
inning.

Franklin Monroe finally
put some pressure on
starter Britney Tebbe in
the top of  the sixth inning,
resulting in four runs.
Tebbe still got the win after
surrendering eight hits and
three earned runs through
5 ⅔ innings.

Jenna Homan got the
save, only allowing one hit
and one walk over the final
1 ⅓ innings.

Evers leads
ARCANUM — Reece

Evers put out his best
performance of  the year
on the mound as he shut
out the Arcanum Trojans
for a 2-0 Fort Recovery
baseball victory on Mon-
day.

Evers went the dis-
tance on the bump for the
Indians (8-8). He only
gave up three hits and
four walks, while strik-
ing out three batters.

Despite throwing 92
pitches, he didn’t give up
a single run.

He also helped his own
cause on the base paths,
scoring on a wild pitch in
the fifth inning.

Arcanum (10-8) gave up
the first run in the sec-
ond inning. An error
allowed Caden Grisez to
reach second base to
start off  the inning. Two
batters later, Riggs Tobe
delivered the single need-
ed to score Grisez.

Junior high falls
SELMA — The Jay

County Junior High
School golf  team fell to
Selma 141-163 on Monday
at Cardinal Hills Golf
Course.

Despite the loss, Kar-
son Hines earned match
medalist honors by shoot-
ing the low score of  36.
His best scores came on
the third and fourth hole,
shooting a bogey on each.

Tobe Swartzentruber
followed Hines with 38
strokes, and even birdied
hole No. 6.

The final two team
scores came from Cam-
den Buckland and Bailey
Towell with a 44 and 46,
respectively.

Crystal Swartzentru-
ber’s 48 did not affect the
team score.

Kason Sims’ score also
didn’t affect the team
score, despite shooting a
40, because he played in
the sixth position.

Indians move to Division VI for basketball
Local
roundup

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys golf at South Adams –
4:30 p.m.; Baseball at Heritage – 6 p.m.; Softball
at Heritage – 6 p.m.; Junior high golf vs. Southern
Wells – 4:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Junior high track MAC meet
at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

1:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at St.
Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League: Bayern
Munchen at Real Madrid (CBS)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at

Cincinnati Reds (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Boston Bruins at

Florida Panthers (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Indiana Pacers at

New York Knicks (TNT)
10 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Edmonton Oilers at

Vancouver Canucks (ESPN)

Thursday
1 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Cleveland Cavaliers

at Boston Celtics (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: New York Rangers at

Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)
7:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Milwaukee Brewers (Bally Indiana)
9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Dallas Mavericks

at Oklahoma City Thunder (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Colorado Ava-

lanche at Dallas Stars (TNT)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Kansas City Royals at

Los Angeles Angels (FS1)
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JCHS and FRHS sports
sweep on the day,
see roundup page 7

Jay County baseball travels
to Heritage on Thursday,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots lost a pair
of  extra innings contests
to the top team in Class 2A
over the weekend.

They had a chance to
bounce back against a win-
less team to start the week.
An early deficit gave the
Patriots a scare, but then
their bats came alive in the
third inning and it was
downhill from there for
the Bearcats.

The Jay County High
School baseball team
picked its offensive output
up in the third inning
against Muncie Central on
Monday, and the game
snowballed from there to
give the Patriots a 11-1 vic-
tory after only five
innings.

“We got a slow start and
I almost felt we were a little
lethargic,” JCHS coach
Todd Farr said. “It took us
a little to get going, but
when we got going, good
things happened. It’s amaz-
ing what can happen when
you put the ball in play.”

The Patriots (10-9) man-
aged two hits in the first
two innings, but couldn’t
get any runners into scor-
ing position.

Jay County cracked the
scoring column in the
third inning. Cody Rowles
led off  by reaching second
base on an error by MCHS
left fielder Isaiah Miller,
with Jackson Edwards fol-
lowing with a walk.

A second error by Aaron
Coggeshall at second base
let Sam Myers reach base
and Rowles score. Parker
Nichols recorded the only
hit of  the inning as he sin-
gled down the third base-

line to push Edwards
across the plate.

Myers scored during
Ryne Goldsworthy’s at bat
as Nichols stole second,
allowing Myers to take
home plate on the throw.
Nichols took third base on
the same play as shortstop
Justus Allen threw the ball
away when trying to get
Myers out at home.

Allen committed anoth-
er error on a ground ball
hit by Goldsworthy, but
Nichols would have scored
on the play anyway. The

inning finally ended as
Logan Campbell struck out
Joe Geesaman and Garrett
Bennett.

“It’s always good to capi-
talize on their errors,”
Nichols said. “Come sec-
tional time, there’s not
going to be so many errors,
so if  we capitalize on what
they give us, we’ll have a
better chance to win.”

The offensive onslaught
continued in the fourth
inning, as Jay County
scored five more runs on
the Bearcats (0-11).

Three of  those runs
came on a bases-loaded
single by Sam Myers that
Miller mishandled in left
field. Myers later scored
on a single by Geesaman.

The final run came from
Nichols, who scored off  of
an error by catcher Gage
Emberton as he overthrew
third base as Nichols tried
to swipe the bag.

Jay County entered the
bottom of  the fifth inning
only two runs away from
the mercy rule. It didn’t
take long as the first two

batters reached base on a
hit-by-pitch and a walk. A
wild pitch put both run-
ners in scoring position
for Edwards, who laced a
two-RBI single down the
right field line to end the
game.

“That’s where we’re at,”
Farr said. “We aren’t good
enough to goof  around and
allow them to try and
make a comeback, so the
guys did a really good job
of  staying focused and get-
ting the job done.”

The Bearcats’ only run
came in the second inning.
Allen drew a walk from
freshman pitcher
Geesaman and stole sec-
ond base. He then scored
on the following single by
Charlie Graham.

Grant Wendel earned
the win for Jay County by
throwing 1 2/3 innings in
relief.

Last year, Wendel’s only
win came against Muncie
Central in a complete
game in which he gave up
just one hit. This year,
Wendel earned a win on
April 19 against Shenan-
doah to go along with Mon-
day’s victory.

Wended ended with zero
runs allowed despite sur-
rendering four walks and
one hit.

“I just tried to keep my
confidence up,” Wendel
said. “Last year, coming
into it I had all the confi-
dence in the entire world.”

Strong defense behind
Wendel helped that confi-
dence grow.

With two outs and run-
ners on first and second in
the fourth inning, Wendel
gave up a single to Ember-
ton. Kye Hiatt broke for

home as Rowles fielded the
ball. An accurate throw to
Schemenaur caught Hiatt
dead in his tracks for the
out to end the inning and
prevent the run from scor-
ing.

“I saw the kid turn three
as the ball was coming in
and it was on a laser,”
Wendel said. “Cody does
what he does. He’s been
doing it all season and he’s
thrown quite a few kids
out now. He’s just out-
standing in the outfield.”

Back on track
Patriots pick up offense after slow start to snap three game skid Box score

Jay County Patriots
vs. Muncie Central Bearcats

Muncie Central (0-11)
ab r h bi

Campbell p 3 0 0 0
Coggeshall 2b 2 0 0 0
Emberton c 2 0 2 0
Dabney 3b 2 0 1 0
Beatty 1b 2 0 0 0

Mullins ph 0 0 0 0
Allen ss 1 1 0 0
Graham dh 3 0 1 1
Hiatt cf 3 0 1 0
Cole-Westbrook rf2 0 0 0
Totals 20 1 5 1

Jay County (10-9)
ab r h bi

Edwards lf 3 2 2 2
Schemenaur c 2 0 1 0

Jetmore cr 0 1 0 0
Myers ss 2 2 1 2
Nichols 3b 3 2 2 1
Goldsworthy 1b 3 0 0 1
Geesaman p 3 0 2 1

Foster cr 0 0 0 0
Bennett dh 3 0 0 0
Wendel 2b 1 2 0 0

Sommers ph 0 0 0 0
Rowles cf 2 2 0 0
Totals 22 11 8 8

Mun. Cent. 010 00X X — 1
Jay County 004 52X X — 11

LOB — Muncie Central 9, Jay
County 4. SB — Muncie Central 2
(Emberton, Allen), Jay County 5
(Nichols 2, Myers, Geesaman,
Wendel).

IP H R ER BB SO
Muncie Central
Campbell 4 7 9 3 2 8
Beatty 0 1 2 2 1 0

Jay County
Geesaman2.1 4 1 1 2 2
Wendel 1.2 1 0 0 4 1
Nichols 1 0 0 0 0 2
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Jay County High School catcher Drew Schemenaur shows the home
plate umpire the ball after tagging out Muncie Central’s Kye Hiatt on a throw
from center fielder Cody Rowles on Monday. The Patriots beat the Bearcats
11-1 to bounce back from three straight losses.


