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John Minnich, 78, Bryant
William West, 65, Eaton,

Ohio
Candace Jarrell, 61, Pen-

nville
Details on page 2.

Friday’s high temperature
in Jay County was 66 degrees.
The low was 50.

Rain is likely early followed
by sunny skies in the after-
noon and a high in the mid 60s.
Skies will be sunny with a
high in the lower 70s. Lows
will be in the upper 40s and
lower 50s. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

Auditions for Jay County
Civic Theatre’s production of
“The Play That Goes Wrong”
will be held from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Port-
land. Those who plan to audi-
tion should prepare a short
comedic monologue. For more
information, email jaycounty-
civic@gmail.com.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

Wednesday — Results from
the Jay County High School
baseball game at Delta.

Thursday — Coverage of
the JCHS girls track team in
the sectional meet.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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The rate of  Indiana high
school seniors who go directly
on to college remains stagnant,
according to the latest data
released by state officials.

New numbers for the Class of
2022 announced Thursday by
the Indiana Commission of
Higher Education (CHE) indi-
cated — for the third year in a
row — that just 53% of  Hoosier
graduates furthered their edu-
cation with certificate training,
a two-year program or enroll-
ment at a four-year college. 

It’s a 6% drop from the class
of  2019, and 12% lower than in
2015.

Still, because the data further
shows that the total number of
2022 high school graduates
increased by 3%, that translates
to fewer students enrolled in
postsecondary education direct-
ly after high school.

“Even though the college-
going rate held steady at 53%,
we actually lost a number of
first-time students enrolling
from our headcount perspec-
tive,” said Brooke Kile, associ-
ate commissioner for business
intelligence.

CHE staff  presented prelimi-
nary data during the commis-
sion’s bi-monthly meeting on
Thursday. Official numbers for
2022 are expected to be released
next week.

The rate — called “dismal” by
numerous state lawmakers and
education officials — continues
the state’s lowest college-going
trend in recent history. The
decline began several years
prior, however. 

College-going rate
continues to flatline

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

New Jay Solar is charg-
ing forward.

Jay County Plan Com-
mission approved a devel-
opment plan for the project
from Hodson Energy fol-
lowing a public hearing
Thursday.

New Jay Solar, a 311-acre
farm planned in Richland
Township just east of
Dunkirk, is the fourth solar
facility to formally begin
the process of  planting
roots in Jay County. The
farm will be fenced in with
a 25-foot buffer from adjoin-
ing properties. The buffer
includes a pollinator-
friendly seed mix,
explained Hodson Energy’s
attorney Maura J. Hoff  of
DeFur Voran, Muncie, as
well as a 10-foot “dense
screen” of  evergreens and
trees native to Indiana.
Local farmers’ sheep will
also be allowed to graze
around the property, pro-
viding some “natural main-
tenance to the site as well,”
Hoff  added.

“The area is ideal for this
kind of  development
because it’s going to essen-
tially create a buffer zone
between the industrial uses
that are there along the
Dunkirk border and the
rural residential further to
the east,” explained Hoff.

Hodson Energy esti-
mates it will invest around
$67.5 million into the farm,
which is anticipated to pro-
duce up to 39 megawatts of
energy and employ one to
two full-time solar techni-
cians on site.

Per the economic devel-
opment agreement previ-
ously approved by Jay
County Commissioners
and Jay County Council,
Hodson Energy will pro-

vide $2.516 million in eco-
nomic development funds
to Jay County over four
years estimated to start in
2028. (Construction is
expected to begin no later
than June 30, 2026, with the
plant beginning to gener-
ate electricity by Dec. 31,
2027.) 

Commissioners have
approved road use and
decommissioning agree-
ments with the company.
Council approved a 10-year
tax abatement with Hodson
Energy. The company will
have 100% of  property
taxes abated over the
entirety of  the 10-year peri-
od, saving Hodson Energy
$4.4 million in property
taxes.

She noted Hodson Ener-
gy has also committed to
donate to Dunkirk Fire
Department as well in the
event issues crop up on site.

Deb and Ralph Caffey
and John Bowlan, all of
rural Redkey, asked ques-
tions and shared their
thoughts about the project.

“Jay County doesn’t care
about its people anymore
— it’s all about the money,”
said Deb Caffey.

Answering questions
from the crowd, Kyle West
of  Hodson Energy noted
the solar panels come with
an anti-glare coating. Win-
dows and bodies of  water,
he said, give off  more of  a
glare than the coated pan-
els.

Ralph Caffey asked if
rainwater dripping off  the
panels — they are angled to
allow rain and other debris
to slide off  them — will be
contaminated with chemi-
cals. West mentioned vari-
ous studies conducted over
the last 75 years on solar
panels and said they
showed no contamination
from the panels. (The pan-
els’ underlying substrate
may only be penetrated in
the event of  a chemical fire,
which is rare, he said.)

“These projects are on
almost 50% of  military
bases in the country,” he
said. “They’ve been on the
White House three times.
They have been vetted so
thoroughly for almost 10
years.”

See Advances page 2

New Jay
advances

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Finishing at Freedom
Eric Butcher (center) and CR Dillon (left) of Portland lead the Indiana Run for the Fallen

into Freedom Park at the close of the first day of the event Friday. Runners made their way from
Fort Wayne to Portland on Friday, stopping 52 times to honor those who died as a result of serving
in the War on Terror including Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation New Dawn. They will depart from Freedom Park at 7 a.m. today as they run 58 miles
to Anderson. On Sunday, they will travel 30 miles from Anderson to Indianapolis. 

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Heroic Homan
Fort Recovery High School sophomore pitcher Jenna Homan exclaims after

leaving the circle a final time during the Indians’ 10-2 victory over Wayne Trace in the
Division III sectional title game Friday. Homan went the distance with seven strikeouts,
while adding three RBIs and three runs to power the Indians to the district tournament.
Their last district appearance came in 2022 with Jenna’s sister Jackie in the circle.

Proposed
solar facility
clears plan
commission

Data shows
53% of Hoosiers

further education
after high school
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Advertise
in

1/4-page color ad – $275
pick-up color – $225

pick-up black and white – $200

Run one 3x6 ad in May for

$175 (regular price – $234)

Run four 3x6 ads in May for

$450 (regular price – $900)

Contact Lindsey at L.Cochran@thecr.com
or (260) 726-8141

Today
Flesher, Byron: 2 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Sunday
Girod, Jacob: 9 .m., Jacob B.

Girod residence, 2595 E. 650
South, Berne.

Monday
Money, William: 2 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Tuesday
Minnich, John: 3 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
West, William: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

John Minnich
Oct. 5, 1945-May 8, 2024

John H. “Goober” Minnich,
age 78, a lifelong Bryant resi-
dent passed away on Wednesday,
May 8, 2024, at his
residence after an
extended battle
with cancer.

He was born in
Detroit, Michi-
gan, on Oct. 5,
1945, the son of
Florian and
Philomena
(Welsch) Min-
nich. He was married on July 21,
1990, to Tina Rowles who sur-
vives. He was a graduate of
Bryant High School and retired
from Portland Forge in 2011
after 43 years.

John enjoyed car shows and

was a charter member of  the
Arch Bridge Kroozers. He
enjoyed car shows, fishing,
NASCAR, Indiana University
basketball, wrestling and col-
lecting coins.

Surviving are his wife Tina;
two children, Carrie Minnich
and Matthew Gierhart (wife:
Tammy), both from Bryant; six
grandchildren, Johnathon
(wife: Clarissa), Jasmine, Kee-
ley, Makayla, Raydon and
Ronan; and one sister, Rose
Mary Gregory (husband: Bob)
of  Indianapolis.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; and brother
Thomas Minnich.

Funeral services will be Tues-
day, May 14, at 3 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Charles Myers pre-

siding. Burial will follow in the
Center Cemetery. Visitation will
be Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. 

Memorials can be made to the
Bryant Community Center.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

William West
Feb. 25, 1959-May 8, 2024

William “Billy” West Jr., age
65, a resident of  Eaton, Ohio,
passed away on Wednesday, May
8, 2024, at Kettering Health in
Dayton. 

Billy was born on Feb. 25,
1959, in Columbus, Ohio, the son
of  William West Sr. and
Annabelle (Plant) West. Billy
served as a volunteer firefighter
when he lived in South Caroli-
na.

Survivors
include:

His father —
William West Sr.,
Portland, Indiana 

Siblings —
Marc West,
Robert West,
Kathy West,
Tracey West, Bon-
nie Keaton, Kim Rutter, Betty
Doolittle, Carol Bishop and
Cheryl Norris

Several nieces and nephews
He was preceded in death by

his mother, Annabelle West;
stepfather Arthur West; brother
Sonny West; and grandparents
Jess and Verna Plant and John
and Ellen West. 

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day, May 17, 2024, from 5 to 7 p.m.
at Williamson-Spencer and Pen-

rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Memorial services will follow at
7 p.m. on Friday at the funeral
home. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.

Candace Jarrell, Pennville, Feb.
5, 1963-May 8, 2024. There will be
no funeral services.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Minnich

West

Pole hit
Ridgeville man drove off  Division

Road and hit a utility pole about 2
p.m. Monday.

Keagan R. Kahlig, 18, was driving
a 2008 Pontiac G6 east on the road
near county road 100 East when he
drove off  the south side of  the road.
He overcorrected, causing the vehi-
cle to go across to the other side of
the road and hit a pole.

The vehicle Kahlig was driving is
registered to Amelia Jones of  rural
Bryant. It was towed, with damage
estimated between $5,000 and $10,000.

Off road
A Dunkirk woman drove off  coun-

ty road 400 South and into a grain
silo about 9:43 p.m. Thursday.

Elizabeth R. Sofronko, 19, was
driving a 2018 Jeep Cherokee east on
county road 400 South. She told
police another car was driving west
on the road and entering her lane.

Sofronko told police she swerved to
avoid a collision with the other vehi-
cle, causing her car to go off  the
south side of  the road and hit a grain
silo owned by Rita Holl of  rural Red-
key.

Damage is estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000. Her vehicle was
towed.

Failed to see
A Portland official backed into a

Portland man’s car along Franklin
Street about 7:25 p.m. Thursday.

Jeff  A. Westlake, 52, was backing
up his 2011 Chevrolet Silverado. He
told police he wasn’t aware of  the
2010 GMC Sierra behind him and
struck it with the back of  his truck.

Damage is estimated between
$1,000 and $2,500.

Backing accident
A Portland woman backed into a

parked vehicle at Trinity United

Methodist Church about 12:40 p.m.
Monday.

Eunice White, 73, was backing up
her 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee out of
a spot at 323 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land when her car hit a 2005 Ken-
worth T300.

The semi is registered to Brooks
Construction Company of  Fort
Wayne. Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Driveway accident
A rural Portland woman backed

into a Portland resident’s parked car
at the intersection of  Bridge and
Tenth streets about 2:23 p.m. Mon-
day.

Laura Wimmer, 53, was backing a
2007 Dodge Ram out of  a driveway
when she struck a 2006 Nissan 350Z. 

Damage is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000. The parked vehicle
is registered to Shawn Nally of  Port-
land.

Continued from page 1
“These sorts of  concerns come up a

lot, and I understand why, because this
just seems like a new use. And it is some-
what new use to this area, I understand
that.

“But from a practical standpoint and
from a technology industry standpoint
… it really has no harmful effects,” he
continued.

Deb Caffey asked how the project will
benefit Jay County and said the county
won’t be utilizing the electricity generat-
ed by New Jay Solar.

“When we flip that light switch, we
don’t know where that power’s coming
from,” responded commission member
Jeanne Houchins.

She also later noted the economic
development payments promised from
each solar company planning a facility
in Jay County, pointing to economic
development dollars distributed from the
two wind farms — Bluff  Point and Bitter
Ridge — established in previous years.
She listed various projects funded by the
dollars in all Jay municipalities, includ-
ing repairs to Salamonia Schoolhouse
Center and Portland Water Park, road
work and park additions.

“These dollars that the county gets are
dispersed back out into each communi-
ty,” she said.

John Hemmelgarn, director of  Jay-
Portland Building and Planning, noted
the commission’s responsibility Thurs-
day was to determine whether Hodson
Energy’s project meets the terms of  the

zoning ordinance for solar facilities. He
noted it does fulfill the county’s require-
ments.

Commission members Brad Daniels,
Scott Hilfiker, Michelle Penrod, Steve
Ford, Aker and Houchins approved the
development plan Thursday.

Also, county attorney Wes Scheme-
naur noted Jay County Redevelopment
Commission plans to present its new eco-
nomic development plan to the board
next month.

The plan serves as a guide for how to
potentially allocate dollars coming in
from the tax increment financing (TIF)
district, which covers approximately 191
acres southwest of  Portland in Greene
Township. (It was created about 15 years
ago after plans to build an ethanol plant
in rural Jay County were announced.
TIF dollars had been used to pay off
bonds associated with road work and
sewer improvements near the plant, with
the last bond being paid off  in 2023.)

Items on the plan include projects for
transportation enhancements, public
safety enhancements, utility infrastruc-
ture, child care projects, Jay County
Highway Department improvements, a
new building for Jay County Solid Waste
Management District and a public safety
building and development of  the 68 acres
owned by the county on the western edge
of  Portland.

As of  March, the redevelopment com-
mission had more than $851,000 in TIF
dollars available, with another $573,448.82
expected by the end of  the year.

Advances ...

Drug possession
A Portland man was

arrested Sunday for drug
possession and other
charges.

Donald J. Weesner, 26,
108 W. Second St., was pre-
liminarily charged with
two Level 6 felonies for pos-

session of  cocaine or a nar-
cotic drug and unlawful
possession of  a syringe, as
well as a Class B misde-
meanor for public intoxica-
tion.

He was being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 4-1-5
Daily Four: 2-4-1-7
Quick Draw: 1-8-12-14-

22-24-30-36-39-40-49-50-51-
56-60-62-68-69-75-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 2-3-2
Pick 4: 6-8-0-2

Pick 5: 9-9-2-1-4
Evening
Rolling Cash: 11-19-26-

31-37
Jackpot: $150,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $36

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$331 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.60
Late May corn ........4.60
Wheat ......................5.54

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.65
June corn ................4.70
July corn..................4.60

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.60
June corn ................4.55
Beans ......................12.11

June beans ............12.11
Wheat ......................6.24

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.49
June corn ................4.51
Beans ......................12.06
June beans ............12.09
Wheat .......................6.20

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.53
June corn ................4.56
Beans ......................11.79
June beans ............11.89
Wheat ......................5.99

In 1972, the Jay Unit-
ed Fund For You board of
special agencies met to
budget for requests for
the next year.

In 1973, Pat Medler set
a new Mississinewa Val-
ley Conference record
with a toss of  51 feet, 6 1/2
inches, in the shot put as
the Portland High School
boys track team placed
third in the conference
meet.

In 1998, Dunkirk City
Council fired park main-
tenance employee
Charles Seavers, express-
ing anger over the condi-
tion of  buildings at
Dunkirk City Park and
describing it as “danger-
ous and an eyesore.”

In 2018, Portland

Board of  Works voted to
back out of  a project with
Indiana Department of
Transportation that
would have paid 80% of
the cost for construction
of  sidewalks on both
sides of  High Street
between Meridian and
Middle Streets. The
board cited concerns
about the cost of  the
work.

In 2022, Mara Pearson
and Whitley Rammel of
Fort Recovery High
School broke school
records in the long jump
and shot put, respective-
ly, on the opening day of
the Midwest Athletic
Conference Champi-
onships at Minster.

—The CR

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

3 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board
executive session, Com-
munity Room, library,
315 N. Ship St., Port-
land.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board
of  Trustees, communi-
ty room, library, 315 N.

Ship St., Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Country Living Advi-
sory Board of  Directors
executive session, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board of  Directors,
1194 E. 200 North, Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Park Board, village
hall, 201 S. Main St.

CR almanac

73/55 76/56 66/49 71/50 75/58
Sunny

skies on Sun-
day with a
high around
73 degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the
forecast for
Thursday.

Wednes-
day has a
chance of
rain as well
under mostly
sunny skies.

There’s a
70% chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
Monday, when
the high will be
76.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Tuesday,
when there’s
a 70%
chance of
showers.

Sunday
5/12

Monday
5/13

Tuesday
5/14

Wednesday
5/15

Thursday
5/16



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will

meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of  each
month at Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place, 131 E
Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.

Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For

more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku      
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My husband
had an affair. I found out after
seeing a motel charge on our
bank account. I asked, and he
confessed that it was with an old
school sweetheart. I asked how
long it was going on. He said two
years. He then called her and
told her I knew. He told me he
had told her if  I ever found out,
it was over for them. 

When I got on the phone with
her, she said he was lying, and
their affair had been going on
for 20 years! He invited her to
his mom’s visitation when she
passed. He invited her to other
things as well. Now she no
longer wants him because he is
a liar, and he expects me to go
back to the way it was. I don’t
know if  there’s time to go
through it all — he also had an
affair with someone at his work.
He said it was a one-nighter.
Who knows? 

I’m having so much trouble
with this and all the things
they did together. My husband
didn’t do anything with me —
he skipped funerals, weddings
and engagements. I was going
everywhere alone. People
always asked where he was,
and I always had to say “work-
ing.” 

The way things are now is
not comfortable. He doesn’t
care. He just wants his way and
to not let anyone else in the
family know. It’s been two
years and it’s still fresh in my

mind. I don’t know what to do.
Counseling hasn’t helped. He
wants me to forget everything.
I’m going crazy. How do you
trust after that? — LOST
FAITH IN MISSOURI

DEAR LOST FAITH: You
are not crazy. You are mar-
ried to a lying, narcissistic
womanizer. For you to “forget
everything” might require a
lobotomy. Are you willing to
do that? (Don’t answer too
quickly; some people would
rather do anything than be
alone.) 

I think it would benefit you
to discuss this with a licensed
mental health professional.
TALK with your friends and
your family as well. You need
all the support they can give
you. Your husband has plenty
to be ashamed about. 

A marriage without trust is
no marriage at all. If  you

were to separate, your life
would not be much different
than it already is. It might
even be better. From what
you have written, you have
already been alone for a very
long time.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My partner and

I have miscarried five times
over the past four years. We are
heartbroken, defeated, over-
whelmed and exhausted. We are
struggling emotionally, physi-
cally and financially because of
this journey. 

We do not feel any real emo-
tional support from our fami-
lies. They have been sympathet-
ic, but after the initial “I’m
sorry. I’m here if  you need me.
We’re thinking about you,”
that’s it. They expect us to
attend all holidays, family gath-
erings, trips, etc., and we aren’t
always feeling up to it. 

I am angry with them for not
understanding what we’re going
through. I have started distanc-
ing myself  and skipping these
family functions. Is this wrong
of  me? — BOWING OUT IN
NORTH DAKOTA

DEAR BOWING OUT: No.
Under the circumstances,
skipping a family gathering
in which you would be forced
to socialize isn’t a bad idea. If
this causes hurt feelings,
remind the host that grief
has no set timetable, and you
will celebrate with them
again when you are up to it.
Period.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Husband ends affair, mistress disputes details 
Dear
Abby

Meeting needs
Students from Jay County

Middle School, pictured above,
helped meet the needs of
veterans living at the Journey
Home in Winchester recently. The
students, who are a part of Teach
One to Lead One mentoring,
provided blankets and pillow
cases to residents. Teach One to
Lead One (T1L1) is a community
mentoring program that meets
weekly with students throughout
the school year. 

Pictured above with the
students are middle school
school counselor Darian Jones
and community mentors Jack
Houck, Kelly Smeltzer, Matt
Ransom and Tabby Sprunger. 

Photo provided
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Since last weekend, we have
repeatedly heard the question:

What is the public’s recourse
in regard to what The Commer-
cial Review believes was an ille-
gal discussion under Indiana’s
Open Door Law?

Our answer comes below. But
first let’s take a look at how we
got here.

On the afternoon of  May 3,
The Commercial Review
received an email asking if  the
newspaper had been notified of
a meeting of  Jay County Com-
missioners that was held May 2. 

We had not.
We first called Jay County

Courthouse to verify that a
meeting had been held.

After learning that there was
a meeting, we contacted the
county attorney. He asserted
that the meeting was allowable
under Indiana Code 5-14-1.5-5,
which allows meetings for
administrative functions —
“only routine activities that are
reasonably related to the every-
day internal management of  the
county” — to be held without the
public notice that is typically
required. We expressed our dis-
agreement with that assessment
because the meeting included
discussion of  the county’s pro-
posed contract with Jay County
Development Corporation. 

After that conversation, we

reviewed the cited section of
Indiana Code again. We then
contacted the county attorney a
second time to repeat our objec-
tion. Discussion of  such a con-
tract does not meet the defini-
tion of  “administrative func-
tions.” He stood by his initial
assertion.

We then contacted Indiana
Public Access Counselor Luke
Britt, who as part of  his job
“provides advice and assistance
concerning Indiana's public
access laws.” Had Britt told us
the discussion of  the contract
was allowable, we would have
backed off  of  our objection.

He did not.
“I think the plain reading of

the statute itself  is pretty clear
that contracts are out of  bounds
for that,” Britt told us.

We then contacted Jay County
Commissioners president Chad
Aker and again questioned the
legality of  the discussion at the
administrative meeting.

“We’re going off  of  what our
attorney tells us,” Aker said.

Since May 3, we have heard
nothing nor seen any evidence
to convince us that discussion
of  the contract at the adminis-
trative meeting was proper
under Indiana’s Open Door Law.
While some of  the topics dis-
cussed at the May 2 administra-
tive meeting may have fallen
under the definition above, the
discussion of  the proposed con-
tract with Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation does not meet
those guidelines. Such a discus-
sion is not in any way a “routine
activity” nor is it “reasonably
related to the everyday internal
management of  the county.”

For that reason, on Friday we
sent a letter to Jay County Com-
missioners, their attorney and
county auditor Emily Franks,
who acts as the recording secre-
tary for commissioners meet-
ings. In that letter, we again
asserted that the discussion of
the proposed contract with
JCDC at the administrative
meeting was improper and a
violation of  Indiana’s Open
Door Law.

We urged the following:
•That commissioners at their

Monday, May 13, meeting, pub-
licly acknowledge that discus-
sion of  the proposed contract
with Jay County Development
Corporation at the administra-
tive meeting was inappropriate

and constituted a violation of
Indiana’s Open Door Law.

•That commissioners commit
that any future administrative
meetings be limited strictly to
“routine activities that are rea-
sonably related to the everyday
internal management of  the
county” as required by Indiana
Code.

Absent the above, The Com-
mercial Review has prepared
and will file a formal complaint
against Jay County Commis-
sioners to the Office of  the Pub-
lic Access Counselor.

We also informed commis-
sioners that this editorial would
be running in today’s newspa-
per in order to explain to the
public what we have done and
why we are doing it.

The commissioners, and all
elected officials, are doing the
business of  the public. That
business should be handled in
public, as required by law, so
that you, the taxpayers, know
what your government is doing.

That is why we have taken the
steps above.

What can you do?
Stand up.
Be vocal.
Tell our county commission-

ers that the business of  the pub-
lic must be handled publicly, as
required by state law.

We did not expect or plan to

spend the afternoon of  May 3
gathering information on an
administrative meeting, calling
local officials and consulting
with the public access coun-
selor. We did it because it is our
job.

We do not wish to go through
the process of  filing a formal
complaint with the public access
counselor’s office. We will,
though, if  we have to, in order to
protect your right to know what
your local government is doing.
It is that important.

At best, we see the discussion
of  the Jay County Development
Corporation contract at last
week’s administrative meeting
as a mistake. Perhaps commis-
sioners were gathered for a
meeting on other topics and
strayed into territory that
should not have been discussed
in that setting.

At worst, the commissioners
were intentionally attempting
to avoid having the discussion
about the contract with the pub-
lic, and the press, present.

We hope it was the former.
Regardless, it is essential that

the violation of  Indiana’s Open
Door Law be acknowledged and
that a commitment be made that
such a violation will not occur
again.

Your right to know depends
on it. — R.C.

Violation must be acknowledged

America’s Newspapers
The state of  New York,

led by a powerful coalition
of  local publishers, has
just approved game-chang-
ing legislation in the fight
to preserve local news out-
lets and community jour-
nalism. By including a $90
million payroll tax credit
for hiring and retaining
local journalists in the
state’s 2025 budget, New
York has become the
nation’s first to take such a
major step to protecting
this vital industry. This is
a commitment to local
journalism that the U.S.
Congress should urgently
build upon.

The Empire State’s legis-
lation is built from the
framework of  the Commu-
nity News and Small Busi-
ness Support Act that
would provide similar
incentives at the federal
level. Much like the New
York program, the pro-
posed tax credits would
provide critically-needed
sustainability for local
news organizations, and
would ensure that its local
citizens continue to
receive the news and infor-
mation they need from
credible sources.

As smaller publications
shutter by the hundreds
and news deserts across
the country multiply, the
decline of  the local news-
paper threatens civic
engagement. A recent
study found that just one
in four Americans has
access to a local daily
newspaper — a dire reality
that impacts voter partici-
pation, local corruption,
policy debates and even
affects bond ratings in the
affected communities.

Yet local newspapers
remain the prime driver
of  civic knowledge and
engagement. The data is
crystal clear — communi-
ties with robust local news
ecosystems have higher
voter turnout, better gov-
ernance, coordinated
emergency responses and
more engaged citizens.
Investing in local journal-
ism pays exponential divi-
dends for society.

How was the New York

legislature able to pass
such meaningful legisla-
tion? First, a strong coali-
tion of  local publishers
came together to demon-
strate the value their
newspapers deliver to
their communities. And,
government leaders recog-
nized the value of  a
vibrant local newspaper in
their hometown and acted
in a bipartisan manner to
make a difference.

Now it’s time for Con-
gress to follow the New
York lead and take action
to support the local media
industry nationwide. The
Community News and
Small Business Support
Act is a unique piece of
legislation where everyone
wins. Local businesses
benefit from advertising
credits and local citizens
benefit by having profes-
sional reporters covering
the most important topics
impacting their lives.
Incentivizing local outlets
to hire and compensate
reporters through tax
credits is a fiscally smart
way to support newsgath-
ering and watchdog capac-
ities without compromis-
ing editorial independ-
ence. The tax credits
would provide a much-
needed lifeline to local
newspapers while also
empowering new entrants
and news startups aiming
to revive media entrepre-
neurship.

The U.S. Senate and
House of  Representatives
have a prime opportunity
to build on the momentum
from New York by support-
ing the Community News
and Small Business Sup-
port Act. Congress must
recognize what New York’s
leadership already has:
Local journalism is a pub-
lic good worth supporting.
The time to act is now. For
more information visit
supportcommunitynews.c
om

Congress should
follow N.Y.’s lead

By DAVID J. BOBB
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

It is hard to imagine Americans
afraid to celebrate America. But as
our nation’s 250th birthday approach-
es in 2026, there is already some nerv-
ous hand-wringing about how citi-
zens should respond.

Should the 250th anniversary of
the signing of  the Declaration of
Independence be a time of  celebra-
tion, a period of  atonement for the
uglier aspects of  our history or a little
bit of  both?

It is a problem The New York Times
saw coming in July 2023, when it
looked at the difficulty of  crafting a
unifying national message “when
fighting about American history
seems to be the real national pas-
time.” An article in Time Magazine
similarly warned us to “get ready for
controversy.”

But what if  America’s 250th birth-
day became a unifying time for our
nation, instead of  the latest battle in
the ongoing history wars?

Marking this historic milestone
does not need to be a false, binary
choice between untamed jingoism
and self-loathing. We can acknowl-
edge both the positive and negative
aspects of  our national history, while
celebrating America’s ongoing jour-
ney toward the realization of  its
ideals.

When the Declaration of  Independ-
ence embedded principles like equali-
ty and liberty into the foundation of
our nation, Americans did not
become equal and liberated
overnight.

Rather, the Declaration of  Inde-

pendence launched a journey and
established a standard that made
progress toward the goals of  equality
and liberty possible.

Ugly aspects of  our history like
slavery, Jim Crow, and denying
women the right to vote make clear
America has not always lived up to its
principles.

But in each of  those cases, the stan-
dards established at our nation’s
founding became a rallying cry for
progress.

Leaders such as Frederick Dou-
glass and Martin Luther King Jr.
called for America to live up to its
promises as part of  the abolition and
civil rights movements. Douglass
believed equality and liberty were
“saving principles.”

In fact, the women’s suffrage move-
ment repeatedly invoked the found-
ing principles of  equality and liberty
to argue for equal access to the ballot
box.

At the heart of  our American
experiment is the recognition that we
have a standard that we need to live
up to. This recognition has meant
that we are on a journey to more per-
fectly realize the promise of  equality
and liberty expressed in the Declara-
tion of  Independence.

While we have too often failed to

live up to our standards, we can cele-
brate the progress we have made.

We have a free press providing our
citizens with independent sources of
information. Our press can and does
hold local, state and national leaders
to account, with protection from gov-
ernment reprisal.

The United States was one of  just
35 countries to receive the highest
“open” ranking in the 2023 Global
Expression Report, which measures
nations’ commitments to free expres-
sion. Conversely, 86 nations were
ranked as restricted, highly restrict-
ed or in crisis. People of  every faith
gather freely in houses of  worship
across our country without fear of
government persecution. Or, they
exercise their right to practice no reli-
gion at all.

America’s journey has not been
perfect, but our end goal — the full
realization of  equality and liberty for
all people — is perfect. Keeping that
destination in our sights requires
constant reflection and, at times,
course corrections.

We have done this work throughout
our history, and we must continue to
do so.

But we can take pride in the jour-
ney we collectively embarked upon as
Americans.

And as we prepare for America’s
250th birthday, we can celebrate the
founding principles that established a
framework for both our journey and
our progress.

••••••••••
Bobb is president and CEO of  the

Bill of  Rights Institute, a nonpartisan,
nonprofit organization that advances
civic and history education.

250th is worthy of celebration
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Stars and parks

1) What location became the
world’s first national park in 1872?

2) What perfume was inspired by
the Muppet star Miss Piggy?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Yellowstone
2) Moi

The Commercial Review
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERSCLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
May 11th, 2024

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUE - PRIMITIVES
- OLD COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Alladin Jadeite lamp;
butter prints; coffee

grinders; Alladin shades
and chimneys; big wheel
ion tricycle; Shirley Tem-
ple Dolls; cast iron crust
roller Crescent stove;
cast iron engine; flat
iron; military patches

and buttons; John Deere
pull type combine; New
Ferguson tractor with
box; 1964 Reds All Star
game program; cast iron
horse wagons; Wagner
child’s small skillet and
tea kettle; cast iron
Fordson tractor with
plow; cast iron Hubler
steam engine; LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
JEWELRY; 1898

Auglaize Co atlas; Tonka
log wagon and grain
hauler; HAM RADIOS
AND CB’S; cast iron

skillets; cast iron seats;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of auction for

preview.
Richard Stachler
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN
May 13th, 2024

5:30 P. M.
VEHICLES - GOLF
CARTS - MISCELLA-

NEOUS
2018 Ford Explorer

Police Interceptor SUV
196,137 miles; 2017
Ford Explorer Police

Interceptor SUV 187,691
miles; 2006 Ford F250
Truck 55,925 miles;
2002 Ford 3DC Truck
(retired ambulance)
118,725 miles; (3) EZ
Go Golf carts; Flatbed
trailer (no title); (2) type-
writer desks; 1 large

drafting table; and other
items not listed.

Jay County Government
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY May 18th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 7052 W 350
S. Dunkirk IN

Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of
finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40
Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna
Force 5 horse power

twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-
net. Snap-on Freon

machine. 10” Delta table
saw. 

ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - MISC

Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 
PUBLIC AUCTION

TWO VERY NICE AUC-
TIONS, 

ONE LOCATION
SATURDAY May 11,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  
7311 N 650 E, Bryant IN

TRACTOR -FARM
ITEMS -SHOP TOOLS
International 484 diesel
tractor with 3058 hours.
3PT Blade with Cyl.
Mounted cycle bar
mower.  Maple, Oak,
and other misc lumber.
Smoker. Earth wood-

stove.
GUNS- ANTIQUES-
FURNITURE- MISC

Oak cabinet. Oak chair.
Wardrobe. Royal Porce-
lain sign. Old doors and
windows. 2 gallon jug
and other crocks.

Longaberger baskets.
Maytag washer and
dryer. GE and Sears

upright freezers. Smith &
Wesson 38 Special

Revolver.. 
JOHN BRICHER

DECEASED BY JUDITH
ANN BRICHER,

VEHICLES -GUNS -
COINS -ANTIQUES
2012 Audi A8 4 door

sedan, 4.2 engine,
66,075 miles. Smith &

Wesson 9mm Pistol with
laser sight and extra
clip. Morgan dollars
years 1921 (7). 1922
Peace dollars (7). (6)
Rolls Jefferson and

wartime nickels. Louis
Marx Train set. Metal
toys and trucks. Metal
wrought iron gate and

fencing. Bear hide. Deer,
fish, and wildlife mounts.
Fishing poles and sup-

plies.
DENNIS LINK ESTATE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. # AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
Saturday, May 11, 2024 Classifieds Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956
E and E Construction 

Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2404-MI-14
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE

OF
Preston Morgan, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

Preston Tyler Scott Morgan,
whose mailing address is Port-
land, IN 47371, in the Jay
County, Indiana, hereby gives
notice that Preston Tyler Scott
Morgan has filed a petition in
the Jay County Court requesting
that his name be changed to
Preston Tyler Scott Twigg.
Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said pe-
tition on July 5, 2024 at 9am.

Preston Morgan, Petitioner
4/10/2024
Jon Eads

CR  5-4,11,18-2024- HSPAXLP
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250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 7052 W 350 S. Dunkirk IN

SATURDAY May 18th, 2024
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
2 Bedroom, 2 full bath Ranch style home containing
1320 sq feet of finished living area. Central air. 30 x
64 and 24 x 40 Pole Barns. 14 x 20 3 sided building.
Utility shed. Nicely situated on 3.3 acres in section
6, Jefferson twp, Jay County.

TRACTOR – VEHICLES
ENGINES – SHOP TOOLS 

Allis’ Chalmers 5030 with 430 loader with 1326
hours. 1978 K-5 Chevy Blazer 4x4 for parts. ’93
Dodge Dakota V6 engine. 1981 Oldsmobile Delta
88. 1976 350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt main with
transfer case. Ford 390 big block Engine with C-6
trans. ’85 Chevy 350 Engine with 400 turbo trans.
Chrome Chevy 350 valve covers. International 55
Engine and trans. 1964 and 1966 289 Ford Engines.
’69 Chevy manual trans. 3pt 6’ disc. 3pt Hay spear.
3pt Ford 2 bottom plow. 3pt 6’ grader blade. Huskee
22 ton log splitter. Cub Cadet GT-1554 riding
mower with 823 hours. Weedeater riding lawn
mower. 3 wheel golf cart (electric). Pickup bed
trailer. Boat Trailer. Lawn roller. Tannen axel utility
trailer. Troybilt and Huskee rear tine tillers. 20” push
mower. Stihl battery operated weed eater. Worx
battery operated weed eater. JD gas blower. Magna
Force 5 horse power twin stage air compressor.
Sandblasting cabinet. Snap-on Freon machine. 10”
Delta table saw. Small wood lathe. Engine lift.
Mounted drill scroll saw and vice on table. Log
chains and binders. 500 gal LP tank. (2) squirrel
cage fans. Barn beams and misc lumber. Tubing and
misc metal. Large lot of firewood. Cattle panels,
Gates, T fence posts. 

ANTIQUES – FURNITURE - MISC 
Beech-nut, Marlboro, Newport, and other signs.

Stihl wheels. 120 lb anvil (damaged). Porcelain
laundry stove. Chevrolet thermometer. RR lantern.
40 and 20 gal Cast iron kettle with legs. Cast iron
skillets and pots. 5 gal Crock jug. CC saws. Scythes.
Cream separator. Small anvils. 6 drawer dresser with
mirror. Wooden rocking chair. Knee hole desk and
chair. Smoker stand. Old Santa plastic blow mold.
3 and 4 drawer dressers. Oval kitchen table. Corner
Curio cabinet. Glass doored hutch. Bookshelves.
Wood TV trays. Glider rocker with footstool. Round
drum table. Grandfather clock. Quilt rack. GE
washer and dryer. Whirlpool upright freezer.
Apartment sized refrigerator and freezer. Window
air conditioner. Patio furniture. Small kitchen
appliances. 

OWNER: JERRY L AND DEBORAH
(SHORTY) CRABTREE

TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: Cash with 10%
Down Day of the Auction. Final Sale not Subject

to Buyer Obtaining Financing. 
NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –

GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
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260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

GENEVA — The Patri-
ots haven’t had to battle
too much inclement
weather so far this season.

There have been a few
hot spells and rain and
course conditions have
kept them away from com-
petition, but Tuesday was
the first time a match got
canceled midway through.

They finally hit some
rough weather, and it kept
the Patriots in the rough.

The Jay County High
School boys golf  team
fought rainy and chilly
conditions on Thursday
as it fell to the South
Adams Starfires 172-181 at
the Wabash Valley Golf
Course.

“Well, with the weather
conditions tonight, I felt
like we shouldn’t have
been playing,” JCHS
coach Dave Haines said.
“We just had two of  our
varsity that struggled
with the conditions. I
think mentally, it kind of
put us out of  play and we
lost by nine.”

Caleb DeRome stayed
consistent at the top of
Jay County’s roster. His
round of  39 strokes
earned him match medal-
ist honors. The JCHS sen-
ior narrowly beat out
South Adam’s No. 1 golfer
Graham Subler by one
stroke.

“I’ve played in the rain
a lot before,” DeRome
said. “This isn’t my first
time playing in bad weath-
er. I had good ball strik-
ing.

“Just don’t do anything
differently than you
would normally do it.”

DeRome never shot
worse than a bogey, while
making par five times.

His day started on the
right note, as he parred
his first two holes of  the
day.

His foursome started on

the 522-yard, par-5 17th
hole. DeRome came off
the tee strong, with a
drive that landed him in
the middle of  the fairway
just before the hole start-
ed to dogleg left. He sent
his second shot relatively
straight, grazing some
trees on the left hand side,

but the ball didn’t
rebound hard, allowing it
to pass through to the
right half  of  the fairway,
125 yards from the pin.

His third shot put him
on the green in regulation.
His first putt came up just
about three feet short, but
he made the next for par.

He didn’t make the
green in regulation on the
146-yard, par-3 18th hole,
but he cleared the water
and the trees to land just
left of  the green. His chip
ran about four feet long to
set up a short putt for par.

“Those first two holes
were pretty good, those

two pars to start,”
DeRome said. “That was
when it was raining the
hardest. …

“Considering the weath-
er, that was pretty good.
I’m pretty happy with
that.”

The rest of  the Patriots
couldn’t say the same.

Liam Garringer produced
the second-best score of  44.
Despite a triple-bogey and
three double-bogeys, three
pars and a birdie on hole
No. 15 earned him the
fourth best score of  the day
(from a varsity player).

Outside of  each team’s
No. 1 golfer, former Jay
County golfer, Ricky Nava,
beat Garringer with a 41.

Making up the final two
scores for the Patriots (6-2,
2-1 Allen County Athletic
Conference) were Gage
Sims and Cody DeHoff
with a 48 and 50, respective-
ly.

Sims’ day started and
ended with struggles, but
the middle of  his match
went well. He started with
a quadruple-bogey before
rattling off  three bogeys
and two pars over the next
five holes. Things turned
sour again on the 14th
hole with a triple bogey.
The senior shot one more
bogey before finishing
with a double par.

DeHoff  had similar
struggles, but more dis-
persed throughout the
match. He shot par twice,
bogey three times, double
bogey twice, triple bogey
once and double par once.

“Everything is wet and
the air is different,”
Haines said. “You’re leav-
ing it short a lot more
than you normally do.
You’re hitting it heavy
because the ground is wet
and then you don’t get roll
out. Everybody plays into
the same conditions and it
can’t be an excuse. You
just have to deal with
what you’ve got and go
from there.”

Other scores for the
Starfires came from Con-
ner Feat (45) and Noah
Hunley (46).

Both team’s No. 4
golfers didn’t contribute
to the team score as Luke
Fugiett shot a 51 and Hal
Ringger put up a 52.

Rough day
Patriots struggle to find green in regulation during rainy day against South Adams

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

JCHS senior Liam Garringer hits out of the rough on the 13th hole at Wabash Valley Golf
Course during the Patriots’ 172-181 loss to South Adams on Thursday. Garringer put together the second
base score for Jay County, including a birdie on hole No. 15 to end the day.

Arson
An Albany woman was

sentenced to prison for
arson.

Shelia Keeylen, 32, 324 W.
State St., Albany, pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court
to the Level 4 felony.

She was sentenced to
three years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with 32 months suspended.
Keeylen was given credit
for time served and
assessed $189 in court
costs.

Drunk driving
Three Indiana residents

were sentenced to jail for
drunk driving.

Heath A. Byerly, 45, 78 S.
Amanda Drive, Winches-
ter, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated with a blood alcohol
level of  0.15% or more, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 730 days in Jay
County Jail and given six
days credit for time served.
Byerly was assessed
$189.50 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
and alcohol countermea-
sures fee. The court recom-
mended Indiana Bureau of
Motor Vehicles suspend
his license for one year
retroactive to Jan. 11, 2021.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated was dismissed,
as well as a habitual
offender enhancement.

John M. Vest, 52, 1932 E.
Cardinal Drive, Albany,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to operating a
vehicle while intoxicated,
a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 910 days in
Jay County Jail with all
but 180 days suspended
and given 30 days credit for
time served. Vest was fined
$25, assessed $189.50 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug and alcohol
countermeasures fee. He
was also ordered to submit
to an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
Vest was placed on proba-

tion for 730 days. The court
recommended Indiana
Bureau of  Motor Vehicles
suspend his license for one
year retroactive to March
27, 2023. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6 felony
for operating a vehicle
with a blood alcohol level
of  0.15% or more was dis-
missed.

Peggy J. Roush, 4199 E.
900 South, Brookston,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to operating a
vehicle while intoxicated,
a Level 6 felony. She was
sentenced to 540 days in
Jay County Jail with 90
days suspended and given
12 days credit for time
served. 

Auto theft
A rural Portland man

was sentenced to prison for
auto theft, a Level 6 felony.

Brian M. Ferner, 34, 1085
N. 600 East, pleaded guilty
to the crime in Jay Superi-
or Court. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tion and given 156 days
credit for time served.
Ferner was fined $25 and
assessed $189 in court
costs. 

Unlawful possession
A Portland man was sen-

tenced to jail for unlawful
possession of  a syringe.

Anthony T.J. Gregory, 35,
902 West North St., Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to the
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail and given 322
days credit for time served.
Gregory was fined $25 and
assessed $189 in court
costs.

Meth possession
Several people were

ordered to serve time for
possession of  metham-
phetamine.

Shawn R. Crabtree, 38, 33
North Sycamore St., Red-
key, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
a Level 6 felony. He was

sentenced to 545 days in
Jay County Jail with all
but four days suspended
and given four days credit
for time served. Crabtree
was fined $1, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. He was
also ordered to submit to
an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Class A misde-
meanor for driving with a
suspended license was dis-
missed.

Susan D. Gomes, 709 N.
Jefferson St., Hartford
City, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
a Level 6 felony. She was
sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail with all
but 120 days suspended
and given 120 days credit
for time served. Gomes
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. Gomes was
also placed on probation
for 245 days. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia was
dismissed.

Jerricho T.P. Helmling,
33, 7030 Wayland Court,
Indianapolis, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. He was sentenced
to 180 days in Jay County
Jail and given 168 days
credit for time served.
Helmling was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correc-
tion fee. As part of  his plea
agreement, two Class C
misdemeanors for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia and
refusal to identify self
were dismissed.

Elizabeth M. Ball, 33, 527
E. 450 South, Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level

6 felony, and two counts of
theft, both Class A misde-
meanors. She was sen-
tenced to 545 days in Jay
County Jail with all but 70
days suspended and given
70 days credit for time
served. Ball was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correc-
tion fee. She was ordered to
submit to an evaluation for
substance abuse counsel-
ing. As part of  her plea
agreement, a Class C mis-
demeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia was dis-
missed.

Raven N. Howard, 26,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
5 felony. She was sentenced
to three years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with two years suspended
and given credit for time
served. Howard was
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correc-
tion fee. As part of  her plea
agreement, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug,
two Level 6 felonies for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe and maintaining a
common nuisance, a Class
B misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia.

Robert W. Faris, 47,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
4 felony. He was sentenced
to six years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with 54 months suspended
and given credit for time
served. He was recom-
mended for purposeful
incarceration, meaning
upon completion of  a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program, the court would
consider modifying his
sentence. Faris was
assessed $189 in court costs

and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. As part of  his plea
agreement, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 2 felony for dealing
methamphetamine, a Level
5 felony for dealing
methamphetamine and a
Level 6 felony for maintain-
ing a common nuisance.

Stephen M. Guntle, 44,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
3 felony. He was sentenced
to 12 years in Indiana
Department of  Correc-
tions and given credit for
time served. Guntle was
recommended for purpose-
ful incarceration, meaning
upon completing a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program it would consider
modifying his sentence. He
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, Guntle’s
charge was lessened from a
Level 2 felony. The follow-
ing charges were also dis-
missed: a Level 6 felony for
maintaining a common
nuisance, a Level 6 felony
for unlawful possession of
a syringe, a Class A misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana, a Class C mis-
demeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia and a
habitual offender enhance-
ment.

Benedicto Velazquez-Vil-
lalpando, 39, 3305 Reed St.,
Fort Wayne, pleaded guilty
to possession of  metham-
phetamine, a Level 6 felony.
He was sentenced to one
year in Jay County Jail
with all but 10 days sus-
pended and given 10 days
credit for time served.
Velazquez-Villalpando was
fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. As part
of  his plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  cocaine and a Class

C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia
were dismissed.

Phillip O. LeMaster, 67,
5849 E. 400 South, Salamo-
nia, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 730 days in
Jay County Jail and given
216 days credit for time
served. LeMaster was
assessed $189 in court
costs.

Jasmine K. Southerland,
22, 420 N. Monroe St., Hart-
ford City, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail with all
but two days suspended
and given two days credit
for time served. Souther-
land was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correc-
tion fee. Southerland was
also ordered to submit to
an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
As part of  her plea agree-
ment, a Class B misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia
were dismissed.

Shawn R. Crabtree, 38, 33
North Sycamore St., Red-
key, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 545 days in
Jay County Jail with all
but four days suspended
and given four days credit
for time served. Crabtree
was fined $1, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. He was
also ordered to submit to
an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Class A misde-
meanor for driving with a
suspended license was dis-
missed. 

Felony court news



Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Girls tennis at Lapel
Invitational – 9 a.m.; Softball vs. Wood-
lan – 10 a.m.; Baseball doubleheader at
Heritage – 11 a.m.; JV girls tennis at
Bluffton – 9 a.m.; JV track at Huntington
North – 11 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Tri-Vil-
lage – 11 a.m.; JV baseball at
Crestview – 10 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Baseball at Delta – 5

p.m.; Girls tennis at Alexandria-Monroe –
5 p.m.; Softball at Heritage – 6 p.m.;
Junior high golf at Daleville – 4:30 p.m.;
Junior high tennis at Bluffton – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Junior high track
MAC meet at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls track sectional at

Delta – 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. Blackford –
5 p.m.; Boys golf vs. Woodlan – 5:30
p.m.; Softball at Frankton – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high golf vs. Monroe Central – 5
p.m.; Junior high baseball vs. Delta –
5:30 p.m.; Junior high softball vs. Black-
ford – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball sectional
opener vs. Waynesfield-Goshen – 5:30
p.m.; JV baseball at Shawnee – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Man-
chester City at Fulham (USA)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Luton
Town at West Ham United (USA)

11:20 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Goodyear 400 (FS1)

1 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades
at Memphis Showboats (ESPN)

1:30 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series
Series: Crown Royal Purple Bag Project
200 (FS1)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Wells Fargo
Championship (CBS)

3 p.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix
(NBC)

3:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Oklaho-
ma City Thunder at Dallas Mavericks
(ABC)

4 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at New
York Mets (FS1)

4 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions
at St. Louis Battlehawks (FOX)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
San Francisco Giants (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — USL Championship soc-
cer: Orange County SC at Louisville City
(CBS)

7:45 p.m. — MLS: FC Cincinnati at
Columbus Crew (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Boston
Celtics at Cleveland Cavaliers (ABC)

9 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:
Oakland Roots at New Mexico United
(FOX)

Sunday
12 p.m. — College baseball: Clem-

son at Wake Forest (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — UFL: D.C. Defenders at

Michigan Panthers (ESPN)
3 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:

Goodyear 400 (FS1)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Wells Fargo

Championship (CBS)
3 p.m. — UFL: Houston Roughnecks

at San Antonio Brahmas (ESPN)
3:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: New York

Knicks at Indiana Pacers (ABC)
4 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

San Francisco Giants (Bally Indiana)
4:45 p.m. — MLS: Seattle Sounders

at Portland Timbers (FOX)
6:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Florida

Panthers at Boston Bruins (TBS)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at

New York Mets (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Denver

Nuggets at Minnesota Timberwolves
(TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Vancouver
Canucks at Edmonton Oilers (TBS)

Monday
3 p.m. — Premier League: Liverpool

at Aston Villa (USA)
7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Boston

Celtics at Cleveland Cavaliers (TNT)
7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Carolina Hur-

ricanes at New York Rangers (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Oklahoma

City Thunder at Dallas Mavericks (TNT)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Arizona Diamondbacks (Bally Indiana)

Tuesday
3 p.m. — Premier League: Manchester

City at Tottenham Hotspur (USA)
7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Boston Bruins

at Florida Panthers (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at

Connecticut Sun (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Indiana Pacers

at New York Knicks (ESPN2)
9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Vancouver

Canucks at Edmonton Oilers (ESPN)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Arizona Diamondbacks (Bally Indiana)
10 p.m. — WNBA: Phoenix Mercury at

Las Vegas Aces (ESPN2)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

The annual City of Portland Mayor’s
Golf Outing has been scheduled for Friday,
June 14 at Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be held
from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the day
of the outing. A meal will also be provided
for the four-person teams at this time. Reg-
istration is limited to the first 20 teams
and must be completed by June 10 and
submitted to 321 N. Meridian St., emailing
mayorsoffice@thecityofportland.net or call-
ing (260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun start
at noon. Those interested can also spon-
sor the event. It cost $150 to sponsor a
hole, $200 to sponsor a team and a meal
or $300 for to sponsor a team, a meal and
hole sponsorship.

Race coming up
The Monroe Lions 5K Run/Walk is the

next race set to take place in the Adams
County Challenge Series.

It will take place at 8:15 a.m. on May
11 at the east side of Adams Central
School.

Registration for the race is $20 on race
day and female participants will receive a
plant in honor of Mother’s Day.

For more information, contact Alan
Arnold by emailing him at
pamalarn@myfibersolution.com or by call-
ing (260) 216-1101.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.
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Sports on tap

The Patriots momentarily suf-
fered from a midseason slump at
the end of  April.

Since the start of  May, the ship
has been completely turned
around.

The Jay County High School
softball team dominated the South-
ern Wells Raiders 10-0 in five
innings Friday to build a five-game
winning streak over the month of
May that includes four games
ended by the mercy rule.

Jay County (10-4, 2-2 Allen Coun-
ty Athletic Conference) got offen-
sive production from seven of  its
nine batters, who all either scored
a run or drove one in.

Catcher Jaelynn Lykins had the
strongest day, delivering four hits
for two RBIs. Her fifth-inning dou-
ble scored Riah Champ to walk the
game early.

Hallie Schwieterman matched
Lykins with two RBIs as well.
Champ and Jozey Shimp led JCHS
with two runs scored each.

Mallory Winner and Carley
Trinidad combined to only allow
Southern Wells (4-14, 0-5 ACAC)
one hit in the game. Winner took
the win after tossing four innings,
in which she struck three out and
gave up the only hit to Emma
Parks.

Heitkamp leads
VERSAILLES, Ohio — The Fort

Recovery track teams picked up
three Midwest Athletic Conference
titles as the girls claimed the
fourth spot in the conference meet
Friday and the boys fell to seventh.

The girls tallied 79 points as the

Minster Wildcats ran away with
125.5 points and the top spot. The
Marion Local boys claimed first
place with 156.5 points, while the
Indians collected 30 to place sev-
enth out of  10 teams.

Trevor Heitkamp earned both of
the boys’ MAC titles. He blew out
the field in the 3,200-meter run
with a time of  9 minutes, 41.38 sec-
onds. The 1,600 run ended up clos-
er, with the FRHS senior (4:24.33)
beating out Minster’s Jack
Grieshop by 2.98 seconds.

The girls’ only victory came
from the 4x100 relay team. Anna
Roessner, Paige Guggenbiller,
Kiana Matsuda and Mara Pearson
combined for a championship time
of  49.66 seconds, which broke a
meet record held by Versailles
since 2010.

Nichols delivers
Parker Nichols hit the go-ahead

single in the fifth inning of  the Jay
County baseball team’s 3-1 win
over the Southern Wells Raiders
on Friday.

The Patriots (11-9, 4-1 ACAC)
trailed by a run going into the bot-
tom of  the fifth. A pair of  errors
gave JCHS a threat on the base
paths before Cody Rowles pushed
the first run across on a bunt that

resulted in an error on third base-
man Peyton Bertsch.

Nichols came to the plate with
two outs and the bases loaded. He
delivered an infield single that
scored one run, and an error by
shortstop Jakob Gearheart.

The only run for Southern Wells
(3-14, 0-5 ACAC) came in the fourth
inning on a single by Robby
Freimuth.

Kade Sommers picked up the
win with 10 strikeouts over six
innings. Sam Myers earned the
save after a scoreless seventh
inning.

Tribe falls
DELPHOS, Ohio — Austin Moen-

ter walked off  the Fort Recovery
baseball team 4-3 in the eighth
inning on Friday, as the St. John’s
Blue Jays secured the fifth spot in
the Midwest Athletic Conference
standings.

FRHS pitcher Alex Gaerke
walked the first batter of  the eight
before recording a pair of  strike-
outs. The Indians (8-11, 4-6 MAC)
elected to avoid Cam Elwer with an
intentional walk. Moenter took
one strike before his single to cen-
ter field ended the game.

The Blue Jays (11-12, 5-4 MAC)
put up three runs in the fifth
inning to tie the game.

Fort Recovery scored two runs
in the second inning on a Gavin
Faller sacrifice fly and a Mason
Diller single. Its final run came in
the top of  the fifth on a base hit by
Troy Homan.

The Indians finish tied with
Marion Local for sixth in the MAC.

Jay rolls over Raiders

Continued from page 10
Homan specifically deliv-

ered an RBI single in the
fourth and the sixth, as well
as smacking a ball to center
in the seventh that resulted
in an error but still earned
her an RBI on what would
have been a tag up.

Ava Grisez, the No. 2 hit-
ter, got the offense flowing
in the third and sixth with a
leadoff  double and single,
respectively. She has been
on a heater lately, including
two hits and three RBIs in
the sectional opener at
Fairview on Tuesday.

“I’ve just got to tell
myself  I can do it every
time and go up with confi-
dence,” Grisez said. “I
knew it was the tourna-
ment, so I had to go up there
and get on however I can. …
Getting used to (McGar-
vey’s) speed and timing her
up helped a lot.”

Grisez represented the
first run for the Indians in
the third and the go-ahead
run in the sixth.

Schoen and Post both
contributed two hits for two
RBIs as well. Schoen, who
also had two runs, recorded
singles in the sixth and sev-
enth. Post smacked a single
in the third to tie the game
and a double in the seventh.

“A lot of  them were strug-
gling with that rise ball,”
Schoen said. “The top of
the order for them to be
able to come out, especially
like how they did in the sev-
enth inning, was impor-
tant. They came through
and that was a huge inning
for us.”

Wayne Trace (14-6)
scored both of  its runs
early in the game. Its lead-
off hitter, Logen Bland,
reached base on an error
and came around to score
quickly on a stolen base,
passed ball and a ground
out by Ava Zartman.

The second run came in
the third inning. Bland got
the inning started with a
double and made her way
to score on a single by
Kaitlin Slade.

The Indians have
already faced the Cava-

liers (16-11) twice this
season, falling in both
games by scores of  6-2
and 10-8.

Carrie Schoen expects
to see Coldwater pitcher
Madison Wendel for a
third time this season.
She also thinks that
Homan’s growth through-
out the season will be key
to the Indians’ success in
the district opener.

“I think the big differ-
ence between our first
matchup and this game is
I have a lot of  confidence
in Jenna,” Schoen said.
“She’s got the confidence
and I think that’s going to
help us tremendously. …

“It’s going to be a good
game.”

Sectional ...

Local
roundup

Box score
Fort Recovery Indians

at Wayne Trace Raiders

District IV
sectional championship

Fort Recovery (12-12)
ab r h bi

Will cf 4 1 1 0
AvGrisez 2b 3 3 2 0
Schoen 3b 4 2 2 2
Homan p 4 3 2 3
Wendel ss 3 0 0 0
Post c 4 0 2 2

Dues cr 0 0 0 0
Tebbe 1b 4 0 0 0
Heitkamp rf 4 0 0 0
AlGrisez lf 2 1 1 0
Totals 32 10 10 7

Wayne Trace (14-6)
ab r h bi

Bland rf 4 2 1 0
AZartman ss 4 0 0 1
Slade c 2 0 1 1

Williams cr 0 0 0 0
Alber 3b 3 0 0 0

OZartmn pr 0 0 0 0
Sinn 2b 3 0 1 0
Baumle cf 3 0 1 0
Noggle 1b 3 0 1 0

Crosby cr 0 0 0 0
Parker dp 3 0 1 0

McGarvey p 0 0 0 0
Schilt lf 3 0 0 0
Totals 28 2 6 2

FRHS 000 203 4 — 10
W. Trace 101 000 0 — 2

LOB — Fort Recovery 4, Wayne
Trace 9. 2B — Fort Recovery 3
(Will, AvGrisez, Post), Wayne Trace
1 (Bland). SB — Wayne Trace 2
(Bland, Williams).

IP H R ER BB SO
Fort Recovery
Homan 7 6 2 1 4 7

Wayne Trace
McGarvey 7 10 10 4 2 7

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Riah Champ connects for a double Friday night during the
Patriots’ 10-0, five-inning win over Southern Wells. JCHS was up 9-0 in the bottom of the fifth inning when
Champ hit the double. She came around to score the game-ending run.



260-724-3108
1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.

any size

We will 

any size
build 

We will 

-800-903-4206-800-903-4206111
260-7260-7260-7
-800-903-4206-800-903-4206

24-324-324-324-3260-7260-7260-7
-800-903-4206-800-903-4206

0808081124-3124-3

         

2024 Mother’s2024 Mother’s
Day MemorialDay Memorial

For all our grandmothers, aunts, nieces, friends 
and all who wish to be mothers. 

A special blessing for all mothers who have 
suffered the loss of  a child, may God  grant them peace.
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Patriot girls compete
in sectional Tuesday,
see Sports on tap

Jay County finishes off
Southern Wells in five,

see Local roundup

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

HALIVAND, Ohio —
The last time the Indians
made the district tourna-
ment, Jackie Homan toed
the rubber.

Two years later, her sis-
ter has taken over respon-
sibilities in the circle and
the Indians will once
again compete in the dis-
trict.

Jenna Homan dazzled
on the mound and con-
tributed with the bat as
the eighth-seeded Fort
Recovery High School soft-
ball team upset the host
No. 3 seed Wayne Trace
Raiders 10-2 in the Divi-
sion III sectional champi-
onship Friday.

It was also FRHS coach
Carrie Schoen’s first sec-
tional title with the Indi-
ans (12-12). Shoen was
nearly at a loss for words
following the victory.

“It feels pretty good,”
Schoen said. “It’s pretty
amazing and pretty excit-
ing.”

With the win, the Indi-
ans draw a matchup with
the fourth-seeded host and
fellow Midwest Athletic
Conference rival Coldwa-
ter Cavaliers in the dis-
trict opener May 12 at 6
p.m.

Homan, a sophomore at
Fort Recovery, led the Indi-
ans from the pitcher’s rub-
ber as well as with a bat.
She went the distance,

allowing six hits, four
walks and one earned run.
Offensively, she pushed
across three RBIs, scored
three runs and smacked
two hits.

Despite the strong stat
line, there were concerns
for her near the beginning
of  the game. During her at
bat in the second inning, a
foul ball clipped her
throwing hand, causing
some pain.

“That hurt but I pitched
through it,” Homan said.
“I just couldn’t let the
team down, so I had to just
keep fighting through it
and trying my best
through the pain.”

She also gave credit to
the dugout for providing
energy to keep her going
and her defense for cover-
ing for her when she didn’t
secure a strikeout — she
had seven punchouts.

The Indians’ defense
committed three errors in
the game, which Schoen
said is a considerable
improvement from last
year and one over average
from this season.

Homan also played a
large role in each of  Fort
Recovery’s scoring innings
(the fourth, sixth and sev-
enth). The No. 2, 3, 4 and 6
hitters all had their way
with Raiders’ pitcher Rae-
gan McGarvey after the
first time through the
order.

See Sectional page 9

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ava Grisez, a junior at Fort Recovery High School, catches a line drive to record the second out
of a potentially dangerous inning for the Indians during the Division III sectional championship on Friday
night. Grisez played a large role in an offensive explosion late in the game that led the Indians to a 10-
2 sectional title over the Wayne Trace Raiders.

Homan follows her sibling
to lead Fort Recovery to title

Sectional
sister act


