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Demarius Ruble, Pen-
nville

Betty Howell, 86, Markle
Don Wallace, 73, Keystone
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  70 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 55.

Showers are expected
tonight with a thunderstorm
possible and a low in the lower
60s. Expect partly cloudy skies
Saturday with a high in the
upper 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Museum of  the Soldier, 510
E. Arch St., will be open from
noon to 5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday in honor of  American
Forces Day. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys track team at
the sectional meet.

Tuesday — Photos from
Fort Recovery High School’s
graduation.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

There’s a path forward
for rental agreements at
Community Resource
Center.

During a Portland
Board of  Works meeting
Wednesday, the city and
the tenants of  the build-
ing at 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland, came to an
informal agreement on
how to move forward
with the contract to rent
space in the building and
a separate agreement for
sharing utilities and
other costs between the
tenants.

The meeting was called
specifically to deal with
the lease agreements
after issues surfaced late
last year when they were
updated, including the
county becoming a new
tenant for an office for
the community coordina-
tor. The county’s lease
was different from those
of  the other tenants (Jay
County Chamber of  Com-
merce, Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation,
Jay/Portland Building
and Planning and Jay
County Visitors and
Tourism Bureau), as it
did not include utilities.
As a result, Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, which currently
receives and pays the util-
ity bills and then is reim-
bursed by the other ten-
ants, was not being reim-
bursed.

Addressing the leases
Wednesday, Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion executive director
Travis Richards raised
the utility issue, saying
his organization is no
longer interested in being
in control of  the utility
bills. He suggested that
the city take over utilities
and charge the tenants
via monthly bills or
increased rent.

Richards also brought
up responsibility for
maintenance.

See Progress page 2

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Bidding for the latest cap-
ital improvement project at
the airport is around the
corner.

Jason Clearwaters of
engineering firm Butler,
Fairman & Seufert on
Wednesday told Portland
Board of  Aviation that
plans are to advertise for
bids next week for the Port-
land Municipal Airport
apron expansion project.

Clearwaters told board
members Faron Parr, John
Ferguson and Caleb Lutes,
absent Clyde Bray, that 90%
plans and specifications
were sent to Indiana
Department of  Transporta-
tion on Wednesday morn-
ing. Plans call for advertis-
ing for bids beginning
Tuesday, with a pre-bid
meeting at 10 a.m. June 10
at the airport.

Bids will be due and
opened on June 18, with

Clearwaters to review them
and make a recommenda-
tion at the board’s June 19
regular meeting. The board
will be asked to vote on sub-
mitting a grant application
for the project to the Feder-
al Aviation Administration
on the same day.

As part of  the process,
Clearwaters noted that an
independent fee estimate is
required for the Butler,
Fairman & Seufert profes-
sional services agreement
related to the project. (Such
an estimate is required by
the FAA when the agree-
ment exceeds a threshold.)

The board subsequently

approved contracting with
Foth Infrastructure for the
independent evaluation at
a cost of  $3,000. (Those
funds will be reimbursed to
the airport through the
FAA grant for the project.)

Clearwaters also
informed the board that the
FAA has completed its
review of  the airport’s
wildlife hazard assessment
management plan.

The board also discussed
the Aviation Indiana quar-
terly meeting, which is
scheduled for 10 a.m. Aug.
10 at Portland Municipal
Airport.

See Bidding page 2

Grant awarded

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Doug Inman, executive director of The Portland Foundation, speaks during the foundation’s annual meeting
Wednesday at John Jay Center for Learning. Inman announced the foundation has received a $1.5 million grant from Indiana
United Ways for its Jay County Early Learning Center project, a child care facility.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The Portland Foundation has
received another grant to devel-
op an early learning center.

Its total comes to seven fig-
ures.

Doug Inman, executive direc-
tor of  The Portland Founda-
tion, announced Wednesday
that Indiana United Ways
awarded a $1.5 million capital
project grant toward establish-
ing Jay County Early Learning
Center.

The foundation also honored
a local nonprofit organization

during its annual meeting
Wednesday.

The Portland Foundation pur-
chased the former Judge
Haynes Elementary School
building in Portland for $35,000
in 2022. Last year, at its annual
meeting, the foundation
announced it had entered into a
five-year agreement with West-
minster Preschool of  Marion to
operate the learning center,
which is estimated to serve
approximately 150 newborns
through 5-year-old children.
(Westminster Preschool has
hired a director for the Jay

County center, and they are cur-
rently undergoing training at
the Marion campus.)

Construction has been ongo-
ing at the facility, which is
expected to open in August.
United Way of  Jay County’s
membership in Indiana United
Ways helped facilitate the grant
application.

“Connecting every child in
Jay County to opportunity is a
core part of  our mission at Unit-
ed Way of  Jay County, and we’re
delighted to be part of  the team
that is bringing this 150-seat
learning center to life,” said

United Way of  Jay County exec-
utive director Jane Ann Runyon
in a press release.

According to Early Learning
Indiana’s Closing the Gap 2023
Update, only 5.5% of  children in
Jay County are currently served
by a high-quality early educa-
tion program.

“Closing this gap, especially
for the more than 50% of  chil-
dren under age 6 whose parents
struggle to meet essential needs,
is critical to ensuring that all
children can thrive,” said Runy-
on in the press release.

See Awarded page 2

The Portland Foundation will receive $1.5 million
for early learning center from Indiana United Ways

City, tenants
agree in
principle
on details

Progress
made on
rental
contracts

Photo provided

New flags
Members of the  Portland Evening Optimist Club and BSA

Scouts Troop 202 of Jay County put up new flags Tuesday around Jay
County Courthouse. Pictured from left are Bobby Ruiz,  Blaine Finch,
Linda Aker, Jason Sims and Ferrell Blazer.

Bidding opens next week

Airport moving toward
apron expansion project
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WHO DO YOU KNOW 
That deserves to be recognized 

for their lifetime of volunteer service
 in the Jay County Community?

Tell us what their various volunteer service activities are, or 
have been, including the number of years and mail to:

Cincinnatus League 
“Service Before Self”

P.O. Box 513, Portland, IN 47371
Questions?  Contact Karen Bailey 260-729-1249 

or karenannbailey9@yahoo.com
Deadline to receive nominations is May 27, 2024!!

Today
McCord, Russell: 11 a.m.,

Golden Years Homestead
Chapel, 3136 Goeglein Road,
Fort Wayne.

Wolford, Bernadine: 1 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

West, William: 7 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Bedwell, June: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Sills, Marvin: noon,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Sunday
Howell, Betty: 3 p.m., Walk-

er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Paxson, Bruce: 7 p.m.,
Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 715
E. Main St., Coldwater, Ohio.

Monday
Prescott, Roger: 7 p.m.,

Asbury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St., Portland.

Tuesday
Wallace, Don: 6 p.m., Walk-

er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Demarius Ruble
Demarius Ruble, Pen-

nville, died Thursday. 
Arrangements are

pending at Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home in Mont-
pelier.

Betty Jane Howell,
Markle, the niece of a Port-
land woman, April 15, 1938-
May 14, 2024. Services will
be at 3 p.m. Sunday at Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpe-
lier.

Don Wallace, Keystone,
the stepfather of a Geneva
woman, March 25, 1951-May
11, 2024. Services will be at
6 p.m. Tuesday at Walker &
Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

In practice, the City of  Portland,
which owns the building, had been
paying for major maintenance
such as the recent replacement of  a
water heater but the lease agree-
ment referred to maintenance as a
tenant responsibility. (The leases
were originally drawn up nearly 20
years ago and had been renewing
automatically on an annual basis.)

Portland clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips said she is not interested
in having the city take over utili-
ties. Mary Adair, director of  the

visitors and tourism bureau, later
said her organization would be
willing to take over the billing.

After some continued discussion
about both rent and utilities,
Jay/Portland Building and Plan-
ning director John Hemmelgarn
suggested simplifying the lease
terms to split costs among the five
tenants.

Further discussion led to the ten-
ants agreeing in principle to the
following:

•Monthly rent of  $350
•One-year leases to be reviewed

annually with a target start date of
July 1

•The city covering maintenance
for permanent structures such as
heating, cooling, plumbing, electri-
cal, the parking lot, etc.

•The tenants being responsible
for utilities and the cost of  other
shared items such as bathroom
and cleaning supplies

The automatic annual renewal
will be eliminated and 90-days
notice will be required to termi-
nate a lease.

City attorney Wes Schemenaur

suggested a separate agreement to
handle how the utilities are split
between the tenants. It will call for
the tenants present in a given
month to split the costs equally.
(Currently, there are five tenants.
If  one leaves, the costs would be
split evenly between those who
remain.)

Schemenaur said he would work
on updating both the lease agree-
ment and the utility agreement
between the tenants and send it to
the appropriate parties for their
review.

Continued from page 1
Clearwaters said the

facility should plan for
about 50 attendees. He
added that the meetings
typically open with
remarks from the mayor
and the airport manager.

The rest of  the agenda is
up to the local airport.

“It’s your event,” Clear-
waters said. “You guys kind
of  set the agenda.”

He offered suggestions
on potential speakers,
including local business
leaders talking about the
impact of  the airport and
INDOT Aviation doing a
presentation on the drone it
uses to check for obstruc-
tions at airports. He added
that he could offer a presen-
tation on the facility’s run-
way extension project that
was completed in 2022.

In other business, the
board:

•Heard from Tavzel that
in recent bidding for a 10-
unit T-hangar at Randolph
County Airport, the low bid
came in at $978,000. He pro-
vided the number as a ref-
erence point for the avia-
tion board, which has been
discussing the possibility
of  adding a T-hangar. He
noted that the low bid for a
project he was involved in
less than two years ago was
$800,000.

•Learned the city is
advertising for bids to lease
26.28 acres of  farm ground
on the west end of  the air-
port.

•Heard from Tavzel that
the airport sold 5,395.7 gal-
lons of  fuel in April for
$26,110.22. That’s up from
4,891 gallons in April 2023.

Bidding ...

Progress ...

Continued from page 1
Jay County Early Learning Center has

already benefited from other grants.
Westminster Preschool received $684,000
from Indiana Family and Social Services
Administration for building renovation,
playground equipment and supplies. The
Portland Foundation received $500,000 —
$432,500 for renovation, equipment and
supplies and $67,500 for IU Health Jay's
Healthy Beginnings program — from
Early Learning Indiana, $291,000 from
the first round of  the Indiana Regional
Economic Acceleration and Develop-
ment Initiative (READI) and $50,000 from
the Ball Brothers Association of  Muncie
for the project.

Because of  the aforementioned grants
and the $1.5 million from Indiana United
Ways, the foundation’s financial commit-
ment in the project has been reduced
from $4 million to $1 million.

“The $1 million is still the largest proj-
ect investment the foundation has ever
made,” Inman said, noting its financial
ability to back such a project is made
possible by unrestricted endowment
funds.

“The foundation is committed to serv-
ing the children and families of  Jay
County by investing in the children, and
the Jay County Early Learning Center
will serve generations of  those chil-
dren,” said Inman.

A generation is defined at about 25
years. Putting it into perspective, Inman
said, that would translate to the founda-
tion’s commitment of  its own funds now
breaking down to about $40,000 annually.

The Portland Foundation also honored
Cassie Alexander and Charlene, Roger
and Ben Theurer of  Mandy’s Blessings
with the Jack Cole Award for Volun-
teerism.

Cole, the previous director of  the foun-
dation, noted this was the first time a
group had been nominated for the award.
(It has been given to individuals over the
years for their volunteering efforts.)

“Roger, Charlene, Cassie and Ben, have
chosen to take what was a tragedy and
turn it into something positive to honor
their daughter’s, their sister’s, memory,”
said Cole.

In 2015, Jay County native Mandy
Theurer died in a car wreck. Her family
started Mandy’s Blessings and began
hosting a variety of  fundraising events.
Mandy’s Blessings has raised more than
$116,000 for organizations over the years,
provided 21 scholarships and established
an endowment fund with The Portland
Foundation.

“Nine years ago, my mom had a won-
derful idea to keep Mandy’s memory
alive through just loving on our commu-
nity. This endeavor has been really heal-
ing for all of  us to just give back and
meet so many people who loved her,” said

Alexander, holding back tears. “It has
and continues to be an honor to be a part
of  this community and just love on dif-
ferent organizations, and (we’re) doing
that through her.”

Also Wednesday, Inman shared
updates about the foundation’s participa-
tion in the eighth iteration of  the Lilly
Endowment Giving Indiana Funds for
Tomorrow (GIFT) initiative.

In the last year, The Portland Founda-
tion:

•Hired Transform Consulting Group
of  Wabash to conduct a study gauging
the need for an early learning center in
southwest Jay County

•Submitted a $3.9 million concept
paper to Lilly Endowment that would
involve constructing a learning center in
Dunkirk — it would be added onto West
Jay Community Center — and to add
back the west wing of  Jay County Early
Learning Center for a Portland Head
Start. If  approved, the foundation would
have the opportunity to submit an in-
depth proposal for the project.

•Submitted a $4.9 million regional pro-
posal in partnership with Blackford and
Grant County foundations for Connect
East Central Indiana, an initiative aimed
at preparing youth for local careers in
which they can thrive, said Inman. (Jay
County’s benefit from the project would
involve John Jay Center for Learning.)

The GIFT initiative is also offering a
matching grant opportunity to build
unrestricted endowments, noted Inman.
The Portland Foundation must receive
$375,000 in unrestricted endowment gifts
to receive a $750,000 match. 

To incentivize donors, the foundation
offered a third matching dollar (3:1) for
gifts of  $1,250 or more. About $100,000 of
the foundation’s funding has been
matched for this project, noted Inman,
and it resulted in 17 new unrestricted
endowment funds.

The foundation still needs an addition-
al $177,546 to complete the Lilly Endow-
ment matching opportunity.

Also, Inman reported the foundation’s
assets totaled $47.1 million at the end of
2023, up from the previous year of  $41.5
million and down from 2021’s record
high of  $50.7 million.

The Portland Foundation had 21 new
endowments last year, bringing its total
to 444. It received $3 million in gifts and
granted $1.6 million in grants and schol-
arships.

The foundation has given more than
$13 million in grants and more than $8
million in scholarships since its found-
ing in 1951.

Inman also noted The Portland Foun-
dation and The Dunkirk Foundation
merged in 2023. The merger added 14
endowments and $2 million in assets to
The Portland Foundation.

Awarded ...

Recycling trailers
Jay County Solid Waste

Management District will
have recycling trailers
available from 8 to 11 a.m.
Saturday across from Pen-
nville Fire Station and 9
a.m. to noon in the parking
lot at 220 Lincoln St., Port-
land.

Pole hit
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after a Bryant man swerved
to avoid a deer and struck a

pole along county road 200
South about 6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.

Conner A. McFarland, 19,
was driving his 2005
Chevrolet Silverado east on
the road in Jay County
when he struck a deer,
according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report. He
swerved to avoid the ani-
mal, causing his vehicle to
go into a ditch off  the road
and travel 75 yards before
hitting a utility pole at 8612
E. 200 South, Portland.

Capsule Reports

Lotteries

CR almanac

78/60 82/60 84/65 84/65 77/57
Saturday

has a 40%
chance of rain
and thunder-
storms, with a
high near 78.

Another
chance of
thunder-
storms on
Wednesday,
when the low
may hit 57.

Tuesday
has a 50%
chance of
storms
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast for Sun-
day. The high
will be in the
low 80s.

A slight
chance of rain
on Monday
under mostly
sunny skies.

Saturday
5/18

Sunday
5/19

Monday
5/20

Tuesday
5/21

Wednesday
5/22

Powerball
19-42-45-55-69
Power Ball: 6
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $77

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$393 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 9-9-0
Daily Four: 3-6-5-2
Quick Draw: 2-7-8-13-

14-17-19-33-34-36-51-52-55-
58-60-68-69-71-75-76

Evening
Daily Three: 5-4-9

Daily Four: 1-1-8-5
Quick Draw: 11-12-13-

14-16-21-22-30-31-33-35-39-
42-45-47-49-50-62-65-71

Cash 5: 13-21-34-40-43
Estimated jackpot:

$427,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-6-4
Pick 4: 3-1-3-5
Pick 5: 7-8-7-9-6
Evening
Pick 3: 8-2-1
Pick 4: 0-0-5-5
Pick 5: 9-1-4-9-4
Rolling Cash: 6-9-17-35-

39
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.45
Late May corn ........4.45
Wheat ......................5.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.52
June corn ................4.57
July corn..................4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.47
June corn ................4.42
Beans ......................12.11

June beans ............12.11
Wheat ...................... 6.20

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.36
June corn ................4.38
Beans ......................12.05
June beans ............12.08
Wheat ......................6.08

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.40
June corn ................4.43
Beans ......................11.78
June beans ............11.88
Wheat ......................5.95

In 1814, Norway
adopted its constitu-
tion.

In 1973, The Port-
land Foundation select-
ed 13 students — David
Wellman, Rocky Walk-
er, Steve Stockton,
Doug McIntire,
Michael Boggs, Mary
Kay Chiddister, Janet
Clark, Donald Don-
ahue, Sheila Eley, Sid-
ney Hall, Karen May,
Steve Myron and San-
dra Stith — to receive
$700 scholarships.

In 2013, Jay School
Corporation held a
retirement reception
for departing assistant
superintendent Wood
Barwick. He had joined
the corporation as
principal of  Jay Coun-
ty High School before
moving to the assistant
superintendent role.

In 2018, the Fort
Recovery High School

baseball team got a
squeeze bunt from
Reese Rogers in the
sixth inning to drive
home Riley Post for the
only run of  the game in
a 1-0 victory over
Ottawa-Glandorf  in the
Division III district
semifinal at Elida.

In 2021, Jennifer
Young of  Portland was
sentenced to 20 years in
prison after pleading
guilty to a Level 1
felony charge of  neg-
lect of  a dependent
resulting in death in
connection with the
death of  her son Hay-
den Markle.

In 2022, Jay County
High School’s Gabi Bil-
brey set a new career
best as she won the dis-
cus championship dur-
ing the sectional meet
at Delta with a toss of
123 feet, 6 inches.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
Jay County Court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.



Conner W. Benter, 22, Bryant,
and Kinsey R. Shannon, 21, Red-
key

Aaron E. Brown, 38, Redkey,
and Kara A. Fisher, 32,   Red-
key

Millie D.C. Graber, 19, Bryant,
and Aaron A.M. Schwartz, 21,
Bryant

Harlie D. Hiestand, 31, Port-
land, and Daniel E. Meranda, 27,
Portland

Darlene K. Bergdoll, 74,

Muncie, and Neil D. Butcher, 77,
Redkey

Emma S. Coblentz, 20, Port-
land, and Joseph L. Schwartz,
23, Bryant

Emily J.M. Cann, 28, Redkey,
and Alexander M.J. Heath, 32,
Redkey

Chase M. Ainsworth, 34, Port-
land, and Logan M. Saylor, 26,
Lynn

William R. Greene, 22,
Dunkirk, and Alexa M. Wesley,

20, Dunkirk
Brennen A. Krieg, 28, Port-

land, and Rosemary D. Hemmel-
garn, 22, Portland

Clayton A. Henkle, 23, Gene-
va, and Angelia L. Lopez, 21,
Geneva

Alberta R.H. Benitez, 56, Port-
land, and Roger D. Perod, 77,
Portland

Nathan D. Lindholm, 22,
Elkhart, and Sara A. Muh-
lenkamp, 22, Portland

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, May 17, at the Har-
mony Café in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8

p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with
a substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of  each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital in
Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

on SAVINGS

INSIDEINSIDE

Run a quarter-page
color ad in all four
of our newspapers

The Commercial Review (Portland), the News Gazette
(Winchester), The News-Times (Hartford City) and The News and

Sun (Dunkirk)

for $475.

Space for color is limited.
Ads will automatically convert to black and white

if color space is not available.

Rates do not apply to special sections
Ads must run in May

Call (260) 726-8141 or email
ads@thecr.com

Make your business
grow with 3x6 specials

Run all of the following
Three 3x6 ads in The Commercial Review

Two 3x6 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x6 ad in The News Times

One 3x6 ad in The News and Sun

for $400

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

DEAR ABBY: Today I ironed
and folded my late husband’s
lucky fishing shirt and placed it
into a box going to Goodwill.
Continuing with the task, I
matched up 14 pairs of  my good
merino wool socks, most of
which had been gifts from him
in times that were not so flush.
After three months, I have final-
ly moved the box containing his
ashes from the kitchen table. 

Yesterday, I saw a couple sit-
ting together in a fast-food
restaurant. They were both
focused only on their phone
screens. I wanted so badly to
shake them, to tell them to look
at each other and talk to each
other. They are so fortunate to
have each other’s company. 

Is it human nature to miss the
water only when the well goes
dry? Snuggle, hold hands, con-
verse and say “I love you” every
day. Don’t wait for Valentine’s
Day. I was so lucky; you can be
too. Abby, please remind your
readers to appreciate their spe-
cial someone EVERY day and
show it. — LOVED EVERY DAY

DEAR LOVED: Please accept
my sympathy for the loss of
your beloved husband. More
people than young lovers have
been known to become cap-
tives of  their cellphones. I
have observed the same phe-
nomenon among older cou-
ples, but it also applies to par-
ents with small children. Your
message that we should love
and show appreciation for
each other every day is impor-
tant, because no one is guar-
anteed a tomorrow.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: What is this

thing about dogs? I see women on
dating sites saying, “You must
love my dog,” and I find it really
annoying. I know some women
adore their dogs, but demanding
that a man should love your dog
if  he really cares about you is
insane. What’s the matter with

these women? I think they’re
emotionally unbalanced. — IRRI-
TATED IN GEORGIA

DEAR IRRITATED: There
is a school of  thought that if
someone wants loyalty and
constancy, the way to find it
is to adopt a dog. For some
people, regardless of  gender,
their dog becomes like their
child, and anyone becoming
romantically involved with
them must accept that it will
be a package deal. Because
you are not an animal lover,
these women would not be an
appropriate match for you. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My family and I

like to entertain, so our powder
room is used often. Instead of
laundering the same three hand
towels, I bought a nice-looking
vertical paper towel holder with
a roll of  paper towels that now
stands by the bathroom sink.
Hubby says paper towels are
only for the kitchen and look
tacky in a powder room. Who’s
right? — USEFUL IN TEXAS

DEAR USEFUL: Of  course,
everyone is entitled to their
own opinion. However, your
idea of  disposable hand towels
in the guest bathroom res-
onates with me. They are prac-
tical, inexpensive and more
hygienic than if  someone is
the third, fourth or fifth guest
using the towels. There are,
however, disposable towels
(some monogrammed) that
can be purchased online and
look nicer than those on a roll.
You might consider checking
them out.

Widow asks couples
to show love each day

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Adams County Bicycle
Club invites riders of  all
ages to participate in the
annual Flat 50 Plus bicycle
tour at 7 a.m. June 22.

The ride routes start and
end at Riverside Center in
Decatur, passing through
Willshire, Ohio, Monroe,
Berne and Geneva. Five
routes are available, ranging
from a 20-mile ride to the full
100-mile century ride.

Early tickets are $32 until
June 19. The price will then
bump to $40. Participants 15
years old or younger can ride
for $10. Donations cover fixed
and mobile Support and Gear
stations, a lunch stop, a live
bluegrass band and a route
map. Register at
runsignup.com by searching
Flat 50.

T-shirts are also available
for $17 to $20 through June
16, with a limited supply
available the day of  the ride.
Proceeds benefit Decatur
Optimist Club, Decatur
Lions Club and local Boy
Scouts.

Fort Recovery history
Fort Recovery Building

History Group will continue

chronicling the town’s origi-
nal buildings and businesses
next week.

Helen LeFevre will lead a
discussion at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day at Fort Recovery Morvil-
ius Opera House about the
1888 Schneider Business
Building, which now houses
Westgerdes Flooring. Nancy
Abels will provide histories
of  the founding families, and
Jill Andrews will explain and
demonstrate the distinctive
architecture and how it
relates to other buildings of
Fort Recovery built mostly
before the turn of  the century.
Owners Chuck and Lisa West-
gerdes will also be present.

Local residents are invited
to attend and share memo-
ries, pictures or articles
about the changes to the
building, as well as their
owners and corresponding
businesses through the
decades. The group will

move to the Schneider-West-
gerdes building for on-site
viewing after initial discus-
sion.

Seeking veterans
The Jay County Fourth of

July Committee is looking
for Korean War veterans to
serve as grand marshals for
the 4th of  July parade in
Portland.

Veterans should call (260)
729-7017 for more informa-
tion.

First Steps in Music
Registration is open for

First Steps in Music.
The class for toddlers is

based on John Feirabend's
curriculum “First Steps in
Music.” Fierabend is a child-
hood educator who blends
movement and musicianship
to help young children devel-
op their brains and musical
ability.

Classes are set for June 12
through July 17. Age groups
and times are as follows: 10 to
23-month-olds, 9 a.m. to 9:35
a.m.; 2 to 3-year-olds, 10 a.m.
to 10:35 a.m.; 4 to 5-year-olds,
11 a.m. to 11:35 a.m. The reg-
istration deadline is June 5.

Taking
Note

Marriage licenses

Flat 50 Plus is next month
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To the editor:
May 12 through 18 is

National Stuttering Aware-
ness Week.

One in every 100 people
stutter. That’s 80 million
people worldwide. Yet stut-
tering is often misunder-
stood and even laughed at.

To address the many
myths surrounding this
complex disorder, the Stut-
tering Foundation has com-
piled a list of  “75 Must-Use
Resources for the Stutter-
ing Community” — avail-
able free on our website:
StutteringHelp.org.

The foundation’s most
popular content represents
a mix of  time-tested
favorites and newer innova-
tions:

Drawings and Letters
from Kids webpage — fea-
turing submissions from
children around the world
and published in our maga-
zine.

Answers for Employers
brochure — answering fre-
quent questions from
employers received by the
Foundation each year.

Self-Therapy for the
Stutterer e-book — written

by Founder Malcolm Fras-
er in 1978.

List of  Famous People
Who Stutter webpage —
continuously updated with
many celebrities, sports
heroes, writers and world
leaders.

Podcast webpage — now
in its sixth season with
more than 100,000 listen-
ers.

Advice to Those Who
Stutter audio book — draft-
ed in 1972 and updated by
28 therapists who stutter
themselves.

I Stutter ID Card web-
page — helping people
identify themselves in a
nonverbal way. 

All resources are avail-
able at StutteringHelp.org.

Jane Fraser
President
The Stuttering Founda-

tion

Resources 
are available

By ANDREW BRADLEY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

With barely six months left in
office and the nominees for his
replacement already chosen,
some might consider Indiana
Gov. Eric Holcomb a lame duck.
However, housing is one area
where he can still choose what
his legacy will be. 

Holcomb has taken several
significant steps on housing
during his time in office, includ-
ing the creation and funding of
the Regional Economic Acceler-
ation and Development Initia-
tive (READI), of  which roughly
one-third of  requests have been
for affordable and workforce
housing. The governor also
deserves credit for creating
Indiana’s first Emergency
Rental Assistance program,
which kept tens of  thousands of
Hoosier families housed and
their landlords solvent during
the COVID-19 public health
emergency. 

Despite these steps, further
executive action is needed to fill
the gap left by the General
Assembly to address Indiana’s
worsening shortage of  safe,
healthy, and affordable homes
accessible to the most vulnera-
ble Hoosiers. The legislature
has failed to act on their
own Housing Task Force’s rec-
ommendation to “support
addressing substandard hous-
ing” and to increase housing
supply that is affordable for the
communities seeing the greatest
gaps. Holcomb can still take
matters into his own hands and
not allow deference to the legis-
lature’s inaction to define his
own housing legacy. 

Facts are facts: Indiana’s
housing outcomes for the most
vulnerable Hoosiers have
declined in recent years.
According to a recent study,
with only 34 affordable and
available rental units for every
100 of  the most vulnerable
Hoosier households, Indiana
has a lower rate of  supply than
the national average, and sec-
ond lowest rate in the Midwest.
About 76% of  those households
spend more than half  of  their
income on housing expenses,
the highest rate in the Midwest.
Over the past decade,
Hoosiers’ housing costs have
risen, homeownership has
decreased, and disparities have

grown, especially for seniors,
Black and brown Hoosiers, and
low-income working families.  

Because of  this shortage and
rising costs, an increasing pro-
portion of  Hoosiers are
now housing instable. They
make do with inadequate hous-
ing that they cannot afford, sub-
jecting themselves and their
children to the risk of  evic-
tion and homelessness.  

Indiana’s lack of  safe and
affordable housing damages the
state’s public health outcomes
and affects the physical and
mental well-being of  Hoosiers,
the education and development
of  children, the employability
of  adults, and confounds efforts
to build a thriving state econo-
my.  

Indiana’s patchwork of  codes
for health and safety standards
related to rental housing is one
unaddressed problem that con-
tributes to and increases the
danger of  the state’s lack of
housing supply. The failure to
adequately enforce state and
local housing codes jeopardizes
the health and the lives of
Hoosiers. In January 2024, six
children died in a fire in a South
Bend rental home that was
reported to have failed a safety
code inspection due to danger-
ous wiring but was allowed to be
rented again before proper
repairs were confirmed to have
been made.  

A comprehensive review of
Indiana’s housing code stan-
dards and enforcement is neces-
sary to safeguard the health and
safety of  Hoosiers, improve the
quality of  available housing,
strengthen pathways to home-
ownership, and allow Hoosiers
to age in place. By appointing
and convening a Commission on
Housing Safety, Stability, and
Affordability, Holcomb can
address the state’s unresolved
housing issues and promote
solutions in several concrete
ways:  

•Bring together representa-
tives of  state administrative

agencies, courts, local govern-
ments, and legislators, along
with stakeholders and residents
who are tackling the housing
health and safety crisis on the
ground;  

•Align existing housing
resources and initiatives at the
state and local levels, potential-
ly saving taxpayers millions of
dollars;   

•Clarify the jurisdiction of
code enforcement regarding
housing health and safety;  

•Coordinate administrative
and court-based rules that can
protect Hoosiers and expand the
housing supply for communities
with the greatest need without
the need for legislation; and   

•Provide a united voice to rec-
ommend new legislation where
necessary. 

Holcomb may not be able to
see Hoosiers all the way to hous-
ing safety and stability, but he
can leave the gift of  a commis-
sion to guide us on the path for-
ward. Hoosiers can join the hun-
dreds of  organizations and indi-
viduals who have already signed
on to the effort to encourage
Holcomb to cement a positive
housing legacy. 

••••••••••
Bradley is Policy Director for

Prosperity Indiana, a statewide
membership organization for
individuals and organizations
strengthening Hoosier communi-
ties.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is
an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

What will the legacy be?
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

As the ax came down on
Republican House Speaker
Mike Johnson on Wednes-
day, it was Democrats who
were there to block it, with
the caucus uniting with
the majority of  GOP mem-
bers to defeat Marjorie
Taylor Greene’s effort to
remove the speaker. It was-
n’t just an act of  goodwill
— this was in exchange for
Johnson’s successful
efforts to help pass an
international military aid
bill last month, which is
itself  what drew Greene’s
ire. This was a smart move.

It would have been very
easy here, and perhaps
electorally helpful, for
Democrats to simply have
stood back and let the
Republicans continue to
devour each other, throw-
ing the House into further
chaos and tanking any pos-
sibility for the now-domi-
nant MAGA wing to push
through its dangerous and
unpopular agenda items.
But doing so would also
tank any possibility of
other legislation making it
through — not just funding
for Ukraine but things as
basic as keeping the gov-
ernment open.

The objective was not to
save Johnson, but to block
Greene. We understand the
urge to qualify this as a
stalemate or even a loss for
Democrats, who still don’t
control the chamber and
have saved a very right-
wing speaker, but he is now
perhaps the weakest and
most malleable speaker in
congressional history.

His already slim parti-
san advantage keeps drop-
ping as GOP legislators
leave, and as the smoke set-
tles on this ouster effort,
it’s clear who’s left holding
the cards: Hakeem Jeffries
and his unified Democratic
caucus. Without them,
Johnson is on the chopping
block, and he knows it,
which is why he’s defend-
ing Jack Smith and saying
Democrats aren’t enemies.
That might be bare mini-
mum stuff, but for a con-
temporary GOP speaker,
that’s plenty.

Had Greene been suc-
cessful in her efforts, who
knows where things would

be right now. Perhaps a
beleaguered GOP moder-
ate wing, sick of  the dys-
function, would have caved
and helped install an
extremist like Jim Jordan,
who absolutely would not
shepherd through votes on
foreign aid or probably
anything beyond bad-faith
investigations of  political
opponents. This is not an
ideal situation, but it’s cer-
tainly a far better one than
having Greene as king-
maker.

Contrary to what some
GOP congressmembers
seem to believe, the pur-
pose of  the legislative body
is not burnishing personal
brands or grandstanding,
but to write, debate and
approve meaningful legis-
lation that can improve
people’s lives. The never-
ending circus of  leader-
ship musical chairs and
unreasonable MAGA
demands puts that func-
tion on ice.

Not to say we should get
ahead of  ourselves and
praise Johnson as some
sort of  smooth dealmaker
or bipartisan operator.
Just after being saved by
his Democratic colleagues,
the speaker announced
legislation to prohibit the
already-illegal practice of
federal noncitizen voting,
admitting even during
that same press confer-
ence that this is not a real
issue. This is all in service
to Donald Trump and his
obsession with claiming
election fraud where there
is none, along with a side
serving of  xenophobia.
Johnson knows this is a
dangerous game, given
Trump’s contempt for fair
elections.

Democrats should make
clear that their shielding
comes with heavy strings
attached, and work to
defeat Johnson in this
year’s general election,
just as they should endeav-
or to defeat every other
MAGA Republican.

Democrats made a
good call on speaker

A comprehensive
review of Indiana’s

housing code
standards and
enforcement is
necessary to

safeguard the
health and safety

of Hoosiers ...

Guest
Editorial
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By PENELOPE OVERTON
Portland Press Herald (Maine)
Tribune News Service

A Maine-based organic
farming group announced
Monday that it plans to join
a lawsuit contending that
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency has
failed to regulate harmful
forever chemicals found in
the sludge that Maine farm-
ers used as an agricultural
fertilizer for years.

The Maine Organic
Farmers and Gardeners
Association, or MOFGA,
claims that federal law
requires the EPA to regu-
late toxic pollutants in
sludge and take steps to
prevent them from harm-
ing humans and the envi-
ronment. Its failure to do so
has put us all at risk, said
MOFGA Director Sarah
Alexander.

“If  the EPA had been reg-
ulating appropriately,
many of  our farmers
wouldn’t be facing the
harm they are today,”
Alexander said. “We
demand that the EPA do the
work required under the
Clean Water Act and stop
allowing these toxic chemi-
cals to contaminate
the U.S. food and water sup-
ply.”

Farmers across the U.S.,
including Maine, have been
impacted by the spreading
of  sludge contaminated by
at least 18 different types of
forever chemicals, MOFGA

claims. There is sufficient
scientific evidence that at
least a dozen of  these chem-
icals require EPA regula-
tion to protect the public.

Under a 1987 amendment
to the Clean Water Act,
the EPA must identify
emerging risks from
sewage sludge and adopt
rules to prevent it from
harming people or the envi-
ronment. The agency has
identified more than 250
pollutants, yet only adopted
nine sewage sludge rules
for land application.

In 2021, the Biden admin-
istration said it would con-
sider whether to regulate
forever chemicals in sludge
after it completed a human
health and environmental
risk assessment in the win-
ter of  2024 on two of  the old-
est forever chemicals com-
monly found in sludge,
PFOA and PFOS.

The agency recently
announced new national
drinking water standards
for forever chemicals,
including both PFOA and
PFOS, that are lower
than Maine’s interim
drinking water standard,
but it has remained mum
on the status of  its risk
assessment and has yet to
start the lengthy rulemak-
ing process.

The EPA’s reluctance to
regulate sludge has
left Maine farmers to shoul-
der the burden, Alexander
said.

“This lawsuit isn’t about
money,” Alexander said.
“We aren’t seeking dam-
ages for the Maine farmers
who have lost livestock or
crops because of  this, some
who have even lost their
farms. That’s for another
day. This is about forcing
the government to set a
national standard so it
won’t happen to anybody
else.”

Maine farmers to
sue over chemicals

Group will
join action

against
the EPA

By STEVE KOPPES
Purdue Ag News

A Purdue University inter-
disciplinary team is establish-
ing a network of  organic farm-
ers to improve soil health.

The effort will formalize
the Indiana Organic Net-
work (ION) as part of  a
statewide initiative to assess
soil health at regional and
farm scales. The project is sup-
ported by a grant of  nearly $1
million from the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture’s National
Institute of  Food and Agricul-
ture.

“This project is about
empowering Indiana organic
farmers,” said Yichao Rui, an
assistant professor in
the Department of  Agrono-
my who heads the Purdue
Agroecology Lab. Rui leads the
ION effort with Ashley
Adair, Extension organic agri-
culture specialist in
the Department of  Horticul-
ture and Landscape Architec-
ture.

Project partners include
the Conservation Cropping
Systems Initiative and
the Indiana Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

“The formation of  the Indi-
ana Organic Network is some-
thing Indiana has needed,”
Adair said. “We would like to
see farmers — whether they’re
grain farmers, specialty crop
farmers or livestock farmers
— take the reins and lead this
network forward so that it can
be for the farmer, by the
farmer.”

Indiana ranks fifth in U.S.
agriculture production, Rui
noted. “Historically, we’ve
been known for large-scale,
conventional corn and soybean
farming. That’s a proud histo-
ry. However, recent challenges
such as climate change, envi-
ronmental degradation,
human health issues and long-
term food safety concerns

require us to explore other
farming approaches,” he said.

Organic farmers are some-
times able to reduce environ-
mental issues by avoiding syn-
thetic fertilizers, pesticides
and herbicide and relying
instead on crop diversity,
organic fertilizers and extend-
ed crop rotations.

Indiana currently has 937
certified organic crop and live-
stock farms, Adair said. These
range from a few acres or less
for diversified vegetable farms
on the small end, up to thou-
sands of  acres planted in row
crops. ION is intended to assist
certified organic farms and
farms that are going through
the USDA-mandated transition
process.

“If  somebody wants to
become a certified organic
farmer, they have to follow spe-
cific guidelines over the course
of  a 36-month transition peri-

od to meet those directives,
which is federal law,” Adair
said.

The project will include con-
ducting the first statewide soil
health census on organic
farms in Indiana. The results
will offer insights into soil
health status of  organic farm-
ing systems and the impact of
various organic practices.

“Such information is essen-
tial for farmers to identify
areas for improvement in their
practices, such as reducing
tillage, to further enhance soil
health,” Rui said.

“Soil health is a foundation
of  long-term successful farm-
ing. Organic farming holds a
lot of  potential, but it presents
significant challenges. It’s dif-
ficult because synthetic fertil-
izers are not an option. You
need to build fertility and
maintain soil health. How do
you accomplish that? There

are lots of  questions and chal-
lenges,” he said.

Healthy soil is rich in organ-
ic matter, which encompasses
a variety of  components such
as decomposing plant material,
living plant roots and a diverse
population of  soil microbes.
These elements are crucial as
they contribute to the struc-
ture, fertility and overall bio-
logical health of  the soil, sup-
porting sustainable agricultur-
al practices and robust plant
growth.

Most organic farmers, along
with some conventional farm-
ers, practice cover cropping
during the winter. Cover crops
usually have deep roots and
can add biomass underground.
Carbon transfer to deeper lay-
ers is crucial for soil carbon
sequestration and the function
of  organic systems. And yet
there is still much to learn.

“A detailed understanding of

what’s happening below the 15-
centimeter depth, 6-inch layer,
and the benefits of  organic
farming in that deeper soil is
largely unknown. That’s a big
knowledge gap,” Rui said. The
Purdue team will work with
organic farmers across the
state to bridge this gap.

The Purdue team also plans
to develop field-based micro-
bial activity testing kits that
would provide organic farmers
with more immediate and bet-
ter insight into nutrient
cycling at a given location.

Organic farmers often fill
knowledge gaps by doing their
own trials, Adair noted. “If
there’s a way that we at the
university can help add to that
story, then that’s what we need
to do,” she said. “This project
is one good step in the right
direction to help build con-
crete data to help growers in
Indiana.

Organization will assess soil health
Indiana
Organic

Network will
be part of
statewide
initiative

Purdue Agricultural Communications/Tim Thompson

Purdue’s Ashley Adair, Extension organic agriculture specialist, demonstrates a roller crimper attachment for
BCS and other walk-behind tractors at the 2022 Small Farm Education Field Day. Adair co-leads Purdue’s launch of the
Indiana Organic Network.
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tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY May 18th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 7052 W 350
S. Dunkirk IN

Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-

taining 1320 sq feet of fin-
ished living area. Central
air. 30x64 and 24x40
Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030 with
430 loader with 1326

hours. ’93 Dodge Dakota
V6 engine. 1976 350

Chevy Engine 4 bolt main
with transfer case. Ford
390 big block Engine with
C-6 trans. ’85 Chevy 350

Engine with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated

weed eater. Magna Force
5 horse power twin stage
air compressor. Sand-

blasting cabinet. Snap-on
Freon

machine. 10” Delta table
saw. 

ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - MISC

Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other signs.
Stihl wheels. 120 lb anvil
(damaged). Porcelain

laundry stove. Chevrolet
thermometer. RR lantern.
40 and 20 gal Cast iron
kettle with legs. Cast iron
skillets and pots. Glass
door hutch. Grandfather
clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 200 FOR RENTGET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review

CALL 726-8141

Public Notice
Public Notice of Petroleum

Release, Spill or Overfill 
Local health departments are
required by statute (IC 13-23-16)
to inform the public of the dis-
covery of released regulated
substances at an underground
storage tank site or in the sur-
rounding area under 329 IAC 9-
4-1 (1) or a spill or overfill under
329 IAC 9-4-4 (a). The Indiana
Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) was noti-
fied on May 10, 2024, of such an
incident from the owner or op-
erator of the Dunkirk Pantry fa-
cility located at 110 South Main
Street in or near Dunkirk, Indi-
ana in Jay County. 
For further information on the
Leaking Underground Storage

Tank program, please go to
www.in.gov/idem/tanks/2333.ht

m. 
Or contact the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Man-

agement at (317) 232- 8900 or by
e-mail at

LeakingUST@idem.IN.gov.
CR 5-17-2024- HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Softball vs. Rich-

mond – 5:30 p.m.; JV baseball at
Blackford – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track district finals
at Spencerville – 4 

Saturday
Jay County — Boys golf ACAC tour-

nament at Celina – 8 a.m.; JV baseball
Patriot Invitational – 10 p.m.

Portland Rockets vs. South Bend
Royals – 7 p.m.

TV sports
Today

11 a.m. — PGA Championship: Val-
halla Golf Club (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — PGA Championship: Val-
halla Golf Club (ESPN)

1 p.m. — PGA Championship: Valhal-
la Golf Club (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck
Series: Wright Band 250 (FS1)

5:40 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
NASCAR All-Star Open (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Boston
Celtics at Cleveland Cavaliers (ESPN)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds

at Los Angeles Dodgers (Bally Indiana)

Saturday
6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia

Romagna Grand Prix (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia

Romagna Grand Prix (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — PGA Championship: Val-

halla Golf Club (ESPN)
10:30 a.m. — NASCAR Craftsman

Truck Series: Wright Band 250 (FS1)
1 p.m. — PGA Championship: Valhal-

la Golf Club (CBS)
1 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at

New York Liberty (ABC)
1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman

Truck Series: Wright Band 250 (FS1)
1:45 p.m. — MLS: Atlanta United at

Nashville SC (FOX)
3 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles Sparks

at Las Vegas Aces (ABC)
3 p.m. — Track & Field: LA Grand Prix

(NBC)
4 p.m. — MLB: Seattle Mariners at

Baltimore Orioles (FS1)
4 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at

Memphis Showboats (FOX)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Oklahoma

City Thunder at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)
8 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions

at Houston Roughnecks (ESPN2)
9:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Los Angeles Dodgers (Bally Indiana)
11 p.m. — Boxing: Denys BErinchyk

vs. Emanuel Navarrete (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

The annual City of Portland Mayor’s
Golf Outing has been scheduled for Fri-
day, June 14, at Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be
held from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on
the day of the outing. A meal will also
be provided for the four-person teams
at this time. Registration is limited to

the first 20 teams and must be com-
pleted by June 10 and submitted to
321 N. Meridian St., emailing mayor-
soffice@thecityofportland.net or calling
(260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun
start at noon. Those interested can
also sponsor the event. It cost $150 to
sponsor a hole, $200 to sponsor a
team and a meal or $300 for to spon-
sor a team, a meal and hole sponsor-
ship.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Aubrey Young of  Allen

East sits as the first seed
out of  the 100 dash with a
time of  12.93, white she
edges Pearson out of  the
final spot in the 200 dash
by 0.004 seconds.

Another preliminary
first-place finish came
from the girls 4x100 relay
team. Roessner, Paige
Guggenbiller, Kiana Mat-
suda and Pearson com-
bined for a 50.19 time. 

The other favorable seed
belongs to the 4x400 relay
team. Matsuda, Will,
Guggenbiller and Roess-
ner ran a 4:17.68 race to
claim the fourth seed. New
Knoxville’s team sits just
below Fort Recovery with
a time of  4:23.2.

Like Pearson in the 200
dash, Matsuda sits just
outside of  the favorites to
make the regional in the
300 hurdles. Her time of
47.8 seconds earned fifth
place, while Karlee

Buschur of  St. Henry beat
her out by 0.39 seconds.

The boys 4x400 relay
team also earned a finals
berth after Breaker Jutte,
Isaac Roessner, Ben Ingold
and Trevor Heitkamp
claimed the sixth-best
time of  3:46.99. New Bre-
men holds the No. 4 seed at
3:36.92.

The boys team has
already earned points
from the 4x800 relay team
and Carson Fullenkamp.

Heitkamp, Reese Diller,
Russell Hart and Parker
Bruswick combined for
the relay and took sixth
place in 9:03.86. They
would have needed to be
22.59 faster to beat Marion
Local for the final regional
spot.

Fullenkamp’s throw of
45 feet, 0.5 inches, cap-
tured sixth place in the
shot put. Allen East’s Lan-
den Poling earned the
final regional berth with a
throw of  49 feet, 9 inches.

Tribe ...

Continued from page 8
Beiswanger and Henneaux

couldn’t seal the deal as Joselyn
Smith gave them trouble with a
barrage of  volleys.

The tiebreaker went back and
forth between the teams. Ulti-
mately, Jay County’s duo found a
way to outlast the Rebels with the
final two points coming on a long
hit by Baker and a forehand by
Beiswanger that Joselyn Smith
attempted to volley but hit into
the net.

“We never really gave up or got
mad at each other,” said Hen-
neaux, an exchange student from
Belgium that recently got moved
to the No. 2 doubles team to
replace the injured Chloe Ruiz.
“I’m just really happy, really
proud of  us and I’m excited for
tomorrow.”

The final of  the No. 2 doubles
match ended up being 6-0, 7-6 (8-6)
in favor of  JCHS.

All three Jay County singles
players breezed through their
opponents.

Brenna Bailey secured the first
victory of  the day for the Patriots
with a 6-1, 6-0 beating of  Jordan
Black in the No. 2 singles contest.
Bailey mentioned that she may
have been too aggressive in the
fifth game of  the first set (her
only loss) as a few too many shots
sailed long.

Beyond the hiccup, Bailey
found success by working with
short placements and forcing
Black into long rallies that even-
tually ended with a mistake.

“One of  my best qualities in
tennis is just covering the court,”
Bailey said. “So every shot I can

at least get a touch on it. It might
not be a good shot, but usually I
get a touch on it because I can get
so much court coverage.”

Dillon dominated the No. 3 sin-
gles match in a similar fashion,
defeating Pelico 6-1, 6-1. Gar-
ringer pointed out that Dillon’s
serves have improved over the
past two weeks, and that played a
role in the dominant perform-
ance.

Brenna Haines gave up a few
extra games to Alexis Stump in
the No. 1 singles contest, but still
managed a 6-2, 6-3 victory.

No. 1 doubles duo Dirksen and
Sprunger dropped the only match
of  the day for JCHS to Sophi
Chenoweth and Brianna Smith
(Joselyn’ older sister). The Patri-
ots got down early in the first set
and never recovered, while let-
ting a late lead slip away in the
second set. The final ended up 6-4,
6-4 in favor of  the senior Rebels.

The win also advances them to
the individual sectional at
Noblesville.

“I’m excited for them and
they’ve earned that,” RSHS coach
Kyle Good said. “I told them, ‘Just
enjoy the ride.’

“We don’t get kids advancing
individually every year so it’s a
big deal.”

Jay County previously played
against Union City on April 23,
which resulted in a 4-1 win for the
Patriots. The only loss came from
Beiswanger and Ruiz to Shelby
Arnold and Addison Thornburg.
(The pair got promoted to No. 1
doubles in the match against
Winchester in the sectional open-
er.)

Compliance ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County No. 2 singles player Brenna Bailey hits a backhand during Wednesday’s
sectional opener against Randolph Southern. Bailey beat Jordan Black 6-1, 6-0  to secure the
first win of the match.

Photo provided

The next step
Alex Dues signed to play baseball at Marietta College on Monday afternoon. Pictured from

left to right in the front row are mother Jenny Dues, Alex and father Nick Dues. Back row are coach
Kevin Eyink, sisters Maleia and Kylia, brothers Brennan and Jordan and assistant coach Ben Homan.
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

FRHS track competes
in sectional finals today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

In the sectional opener of  the
2023 season, the Patriots were in a
2-2 deadlock before a court freed
up for No. 3 singles player Maggie
Dillon.

With her contest acting as the
rubber match, Dillon needed to
win for the Patriots to advance.

In 2024, she didn’t have that
pressure, as the Patriots secured
three wins before she ever got
fully going.

The Jay County High School
girls tennis team took down the
Randolph Southern Rebels 4-1 in
the IHSAA Sectional 53 opener on
Wednesday.

The victory sets up a date with
Union City — it beat Winchester
3-2 in the other sectional semifi-
nal — on Thursday for a chance
at a fourth straight sectional title.

“I’m very excited,” said first-
year JCHS coach Andrea Gar-
ringer. “I thought they played
amazingly. I was very shocked
that Sophia (Sprunger) and
Meredith (Dirksen) didn’t pull
that out, but it happens.”

With Winchester and Union
City facing off  on the north
courts, only the No. 1 and 2 sin-
gles and No. 1 and 2 doubles
matches could be held between
Jay County (8-6) and Randolph
Southern (7-7), forcing Dillon and
Noemi Pelico to wait to start the
No. 3 singles contest.

Last year, Dillon’s match ended
up being the deciding factor on
which team made it to the sec-
tional championship. In 2024, she
didn’t have that pressure as the
Patriots secured three quick
wins, capped off  by Zion
Beiswanger and Lucie Hen-
neaux’s victory in the No. 2 dou-
bles match.

“I’m glad we were the deciding
factor,” Beiswanger said. “That’s
a good thing so that the pres-
sure’s not all on Maggie, but she
would have pulled through any-
way.”

Beiswanger and Henneaux
cruised through the first set
against freshmen Kehlan Baker
and Joselyn Smith 6-0.
Beiswanger mentioned that
their focus, concentration and

stamina played a major role in
the early success.

The second set wasn’t as
smooth. They built a 3-1 lead, but
as they tired out, it started to slip.
Fortunately for the Patriot net-

ters, a 5-3 deficit was the worst
that the match set ever got. They
even worked their way back into
a 6-5 lead with a chance to end the
match.

See Compliance page 7

Patriots force compliance
Jay County beats Rebels 4-1 to make sectional title match

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Lucie Henneaux, an exchange student from Belgium at Jay County High School, grimaces as she hits a backhand
on Wednesday’s 4-1 victory in the sectional opener against Randolph Southern. Henneaux and Zion Beiswanger teamed up to
win the No. 2 doubles match 6-0, 7-6 (8-6) to set up a date with the Union City Indians on Thursday.

FRANKTON — The Patriots have aver-
aged over 14 hits per game over the
month of  May.

The Eagles finally quieted the Patriots
to the point of  keeping them scoreless.

The Jay County High School softball
team got shut out by the Frankton Eagles
on Wednesday in a 2-0 loss that snapped
an eight-game winning streak over the
month of  May.

The game was originally scheduled for
Tuesday, but got delayed due to rain.

Paige Parker and Grace Kessinger put
together a strong day in the circle for
Frankton (15-5), only surrendering four
hits to Jay County (13-5). Parker earned
the win after tossing four innings, in
which she struck out four batters.

Two of  the Patriots’ singles came in
the third inning when Hallie Schwieter-
man and Carley Trinidad delivered back-

to-back singles. A pair of  strikeouts and
a groundout eliminated the threat.

Jay County put pressure on Frankton
in the fifth inning as Schwieterman,
Morgan Missicano and Mallory Winner
drew walks to load the bases, but Riah
Champ struck out to end the inning
before any of  the runners could make
their way home.

The Eagles scored in the first and third
innings.

The first run scored on a double steal,
in which Jersey Marsh swiped second
base and Claire Duncan made her way to
the plate on an error by Schwieterman.

Duncan led off  the third inning with a
double and later scored on a single by
Aly Smith.

Trinidad suffered the loss in six
innings as she gave up seven hits and one
earned run.

Jay softball can’t
find runs in loss

SPENCERVILLE, Ohio
— The Indians have
punched regional tickets
in two events.

They earned seeds that
indicate they can follow
suit in four more events.

They made their way to
the finals to give them a
chance in another two
events.

Two more performanc-
es failed to reach the
regional level, but scored
some points for the Tribe.

The Fort Recovery
High School track team’s
Karlie Neikamp and the
girls 4x800-meter relay
both earned a berth for
the regional competition
after placing in the top
four at the Division III
district tournament pre-
liminary hosted by
Spencerville on Wednes-
day.

After the first day of
competition, the girls
team sits in fifth place
out of  11 teams with 13
points. The boys team
secured six points, which
is good for eighth place
out of  12 teams after the

prelims. Minster leads
both sides with 34 points
for the boys and 25.66
earned by the girls.

Neikamp earned her
first regional berth as a
junior in the discus with
a mark of  112 feet, 6 inch-
es to take second place.
New Knoxville’s Avery
Albers took the district
crown with a throw that
beat Neikamp by 6 feet, 4
inches.

The girls 4x800 relay
team secured the other
regional berth on
Wednesday. In the district
race, Ellie Will, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp, Joelle
Kaup and  Natalie
Brunswick paced fourth
with a time of  10 min-

utes, 13.02 seconds to
edge out New Bremen for
the last spot by 6.04 sec-
onds.

The Indians secured
eight qualifications for
the finals which will take
place later today. Five of
those eight seeds are in
the top four and favored
to make it through to the
regional.

Anna Roessner took
the top spot in both the
100 dash and 200 dash
with times of  12.14 sec-
onds and 24.83 seconds.
Mara Pearson qualified
in both events as well,
finishing third in the 100
dash (12.73) and fifth in
the 200 dash (27.11).

See Tribe page 7

Tribe punches two
tickets to regional

Indians move on in
eight events from

Wednesday’s prelims


