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Joan Collins, 67, Fort
Recovery

Walter Howell, 93, Muncie
Christopher Ames, 58,

Portland
Demarius Ruble, 96, Pen-

nville
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  75 degrees Friday.
The low was 62.

Skies will be partly cloudy
today with a slight chance of
showers and a high of  80. Sun-
day’s high will climb into the
mid 80s under mostly sunny
skies.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County High School’s
production of  “High School
Musical” continues with
shows at 7 p.m. tonight and 2
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $7
and will be available at the
door.

Tuesday — Photos from
Fort Recovery High School’s
graduation ceremony.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County softball sec-
tional opener.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Redkey Town Council heard an
option to fulfill a state require-
ment for livestreaming meetings.

Council heard from Craig
Frazee of  Portland’s Dynamic
Business Solutions web designs
during its meeting Thursday.

Frazee explained that Indiana
House Bill 1167 goes into effect
July 1, 2025. The new law
requires Indiana governmental
agencies to “provide on a pub-
licly accessible platform: (1) live
transmissions of  public meet-
ings and (2) an archive of  copies
of  the live transmissions with
links to any meeting agendas,
minutes, or memoranda.” If  the
entity does not have internet
capabilities for live transmis-
sions, it must record meetings
and store those recordings for at
least 90 days.

Currently, internet is not avail-
able at the park cabin in Redkey
where town council meets each
month.

Frazee noted his business is
able to provide the equipment

needed to fulfill the require-
ments. He suggested a 360-degree
video camera that also captures
audio and sits on a tripod in the
middle of  the room. It automati-
cally focuses on whoever is speak-
ing. (Jay County Commissioners
and Jay County Council utilize
the same device to livestream and
record their meetings.)

To get set up with the neces-
sary equipment, he continued,
would cost between $10,000 to
$15,000. (The camera also needs
to be hooked up to a laptop with
additional video storage.)

“When I’m talking with cities
and towns, I’m advising them to
not delay terribly long because
we are finding that some of  the

equipment … lead times are
starting to stretch out,” he said.
“So, it’s a good idea to consider
and make a decision relatively
quick so we can get that equip-
ment on order so we’re not right
down at the wire trying to beat a
deadline.”

Once purchased, he said, the
equipment would take about six
weeks to be delivered.

Frazee noted his company is
working on a proposal catered to
Redkey. He told council he would
provide a quote to the town in the
next week.

Also Thursday, council intro-
duced its newest member, Gavin
Grady. He was recently selected
by Jay County Republican Party

chair Jenae Blasdel to fill the seat
left vacant by council vice presi-
dent Chance Retter, who resigned
April 25. Grady appeared via
video call during the meeting.

In related news, council agreed
to re-elect board officers, desig-
nating Brenda Beaty as president
— council member Floyd Life
abstained from the vote for Beaty
— and Grady as vice president.
(Dave Dudelston, who had been
serving as president, was not at
the meeting.)

Beaty suggested re-electing
officers Thursday.

“We’ve had a breakdown of
communication, and we’ve had a
resignation,” she said.

Also, council decided not to
allow police officer Chris Boggs
to drive the town’s police vehicle
to his home in Muncie after his
shift. Boggs had been using it as a
take-home vehicle, according to
Beaty.

Boggs left the meeting after the
vote and did not return. 

Council also tabled a proposal
from council member “Water-
mellon” Jim Phillips to offer

each Redkey household one
month of  free water, wastewater
and trash services for their birth-
day. Beaty suggested holding off
on a decision at least until the
state has completed its audit on
the town’s finances in the next
few months.

In other business, council:
•Hired John Brooke of  Muncie

to serve as the town’s new attor-
ney. Former town attorney Wes
Schemenaur resigned from the
position in mid April. Brooks
will charge $350 for attending
meetings and a $195 hourly rate
for other work. Maura Hoff  of
Muncie also submitted a bid for
the service at a flat $245 hourly
fee.

•Heard the county’s $1 million
owner-occupied rehabilitation
program — it will help residents
pay for home improvements such
as replacing a roof, water heater
or heating, ventilation and air
conditioning unit, doing electri-
cal work or making a home more
accessible — will be open from
May 28 through June 28.

See Redkey page 2

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The next round of  opi-
oid settlement funding dis-
tributed by the Office of
the Attorney General will
total $8.8 million, a portion
of  the roughly $925 million
secured so far across vari-
ous lawsuits.

Over the next two
decades, tens of  billions of
dollars will flow into state
coffers across the country.
It’s all from the National
Opioid Settlement, a court
agreement between com-
panies deemed responsible
for the deadly, life-disrupt-
ing impact of  the addictive
drug and the localities
bearing the brunt of  the
devastation.

“Hoosiers have seen far
too many of  our loved ones
suffer and even die from
opioid addiction and over-
dose,” Attorney General
Todd Rokita said in a
release. “Misconduct by
drug companies helped
start this epidemic in the
first place, and it has
played a large role in per-
petuating the crisis. We
can’t bring back lost lives,
but we can hold these com-
panies accountable and
enable communities to use
settlement funds on pre-
vention, treatment and
enforcement programs.”

Payments started going
out in December of  2022,
with more than $107 mil-
lion in the first wave to the
state and 648 local units of
government. But munici-
palities have so far been
slow to spend the funds,
weighing the most effec-
tive way to deploy the
monies.

In the release, Rokita’s
office said a portion of  this
round of  settlement fund-
ing came from a one-time
payment from Publicis
Health “to resolve investi-
gations into the global
marketing and communi-
cation firm’s role in the
prescription opioid crisis.
Publicis helped Purdue
Pharma and other opioid
manufacturers market
and sell opioids.”

State
to get
$8.8
million

Site announced

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The planned recovery
residence has a home. 

Its location will be
donated by the hospital.

Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition and IU
Health Jay announced a
partnership Wednesday
for the new sober living
facility, which is planned
for the house at 422 W.
Votaw St., Portland. IU
Health Jay has agreed to
donate the property to
Jay County Drug Preven-
tion Coalition for the proj-
ect.

“This partnership
exemplifies the positive
outcomes that can be
achieved when organiza-
tions come together to
support our community’s
well-being,” said Kimbra

Reynolds, executive direc-
tor at Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition, in a
press release. “(It) under-
scores the commitment
of  all organizations
involved to address the
opioid epidemic and pro-
mote health equity and
wellness in Jay County.”

Jay County Opioid Set-
tlement Taskforce prelim-
inarily selected a Redkey
house as a potential spot
for a sober living facility
in December. Jay County
Commissioners at that
time approved a $35,000
request from National
Opioid Settlement dollars
to conduct a feasibility
study on the home and
put down earnest money.
They later rescinded that
decision in response to
backlash from Redkey

residents, who cited a
lack of  amenities and
resources as well as safety
concerns regarding the
facility.

The task force pulled its
offer on the Redkey house
and had been looking for
a different location since
then.

Reynolds explained
Wednesday that the prop-
erty along Votaw Street
had been a spot the task
force considered previ-
ously. After the task force
stepped away from the
Redkey house, they recon-
sidered the Portland loca-
tion. One phone call and
one meeting later, the
wheels started turning.

“There is a great need
for this service in our
community, and the loca-
tion is ideal,” said IU

Health Jay chief  operat-
ing officer and chief  nurs-
ing officer Christina
Schemenaur in a press
release. “Residents will
have easy access to local
healthcare services along
with community services.
This will benefit not only
Portland but surrounding
communities.”

Reynolds pointed out
the location’s proximity
to the hospital, as well as
Meridian Health Servic-
es, Haynes Park, Walmart
and employment opportu-
nities. She also noted the
new walking path along
Votaw Street.

“All the development
that the city and county
have been doing, it falls in
line with everything else
to help bring good servic-
es to people,” she said.

Plans call for a facility
designated for males in
recovery, serving
between 15 and 17 resi-
dents in a roughly 5,000-
square-foot space. That
includes one house man-
ager who is in long-term
recovery and oversees
the facility at all times.

Currently, the house
sits at approximately
3,728 square feet. Jay
County Drug Prevention
Coalition plans to reno-
vate the house, including
adding on more square
footage, reconfiguring
bedrooms and commu-
nal living spaces, updat-
ing safety features,
improving accessibility
and ensuring compli-
ance with state guide-
lines. 
See Announced page 2

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition announced Wednesday the location of the new recovery home at 422
W. Votaw St., Portland. The house, donated by IU Health Jay, will be expanded and renovated to serve as a sober living
facility for folks in recovery.

Drug prevention coalition and IU Health Jay
unveil partnership for new sober living facility

Redkey council hears option for recording

Dynamic Business Solutions
will provide quote for town
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Today
Bedwell, June: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Sills, Marvin: noon,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Sunday
Howell, Betty: 3 p.m., Walk-

er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Paxson, Bruce: 7 p.m.,
Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 715
E. Main St., Coldwater, Ohio.

Monday
Ruble, Demarius: 11 a.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Prescott, Roger: 7 p.m.,
Asbury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St., Portland.

Tuesday
Collins, Joan: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Howell, Walter: 1 p.m.,
Meeker Avenue Church of
Christ, 3109 S. Meeker Ave.,
Muncie.

Wallace, Don: 6 p.m., Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Joan Collins
Feb. 20, 1957-May 15, 2024

Joan Catherine Collins, 67, of
Fort Recovery, Ohio, passed
away on Wednesday, May 15,
2024, at St. Rita Medical Center
in Lima, Ohio.

She was born on Feb. 20, 1957,
in Mercer County, to the late
George and Vera
(Nead) Walls.

Joan is sur-
vived by her hus-
band of  36 years,
Marvin Collins,
whom she mar-
ried on May 15,
1987; her daugh-
ter, Kimberly
(Shaun) Williams
of  Wendelin, Ohio; her step-
grandchildren, Hunter and Lil-
iana; and her in-laws, Mike
Collins of  Portland, Pat (Mike)
Muhlenkamp of  Portland, Tom
(Berta) Collins of  Ansonia,
Ohio, Don Collins of  Coldwater,
Ohio, Anna (Ed) Gaskill of  Port-
land, Bill (Carol) Collins of
Ohio, Mary Collins of  Celina,
Ohio, Charlie (Jackie) Collins of

Ossian, Indiana, and Brenda
Walker of  Fort Recovery.

In addition to her parents,
Joan was preceded in death by
her sister, Marilyn (Fred)
Fellers; and her in-law, Richard
Collins.

Joan was a 1975 graduate of
Fort Recovery High School. She
worked for Vonderhaar Meat
Market in Fort Recovery for
many years until she retired.
She enjoyed going to the Ameri-
can Legion and socializing with
others. Joan was known for her
love of  soap operas, Elvis Pres-
ley and being with her family.
Joan was easy going and had a
gentle and loving heart.

A Mass of  Christian Burial
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at Mary
Help of  Christians Catholic
Church, Fort Recovery, with
Father Michael Kapolka cele-
brating. Burial will follow in St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Guests may visit with Joan’s
family on Monday, May 20, 2024,
from 4 to 7 p.m. and again on
Tuesday from 9 to 10 a.m. at

Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery.

Memorial contributions may
be given to Mary Help of  Chris-
tians Catholic Church.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting
brockmanboeckmanfhu.com.

Walter Howell
Feb. 22, 1931-May 14, 2024

Walter Ray Howell Jr., 93,
Muncie, passed away Tuesday
afternoon, May 14,
2024, at IU Health
Ball Memorial
Hospital. 

He was born
Sunday, Feb. 22,
1931, in Portland,
Indiana, the son
of  Walter R. and
Mabel F. (Richard-
son) Howell.

Walter grew up in the Port-
land area where he farmed and
later worked as a draftsman. He
never met a stranger and always
had a joke for you.

Walter enjoyed going to flea
markets and meeting his buddies

at Burger King for a coffee. He
retired from Overmyer Mould
Company as a draftsman. Walter
was a member of  the Meeker
Avenue Church of  Christ. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Belinda Myers, Becky How-
ell, Connie (husband: Gary)
Oyler and Karen Corder; sister
Esther Barton; several grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
great-great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews; and many,
many, friends and his church
family. 

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Walter and Mabel
Howell; his wife of  65 years,
Patricia Howell; three brothers;
two sisters; and a granddaugh-
ter. 

Services will be held at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at the
Meeker Avenue Church of
Christ, 3109 S. Meeker Ave.,
Muncie, Indiana, with minister
Jim Crall officiating. Burial will
follow in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery,
Daleville. 

Family and friends may call
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Tues-

day at the Meeker Avenue
Church of  Christ. 

His arrangements have been
entrusted to Elm Ridge Funeral
Home. 

Fond memories and expres-
sions of  sympathy may be
shared at elmridgefuneral-
home.com for the family. 

Christopher “Chris” A. Ames,
Portland, Oct. 9, 1965-May 9,
2024. Graveside services will be
held at a later date.

Demarius C. Ruble, Pennville,
Dec. 28, 1927-May 16, 2024. Serv-
ices will be at 11 a.m. Monday at
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Collins

Howell

Continued from page 1
Applications will be available at

Redkey Town Hall, Dunkirk’s city
building, the auditor's office at Jay
County Courthouse, community
coordinator Nate Kimball's office at
the Community Resource Center in
Portland and online at jaycounty.net.
(All applications must be filled out
and turned in on paper in person.)
There is a limit of  $25,000 per house-
hold, with applications being han-
dled on a first-come, first-served
basis.

•Approved an agreement with
Gary Fraley to mow town properties
after learning Tim Kesler has
resigned from the job. Kesler and
Fraley both submitted bids for the
work, with Fraley’s coming in at $3

less at $395 per mow. (The town reject-
ed bids in March, with three council
members agreeing to mow for the
town at that time. In April, they
decided to hire Kesler.)

•Learned Ohio Valley Gas will be
replacing all steel lines throughout
the town over the next six months.
Plans are to move forward with
scheduled paving in the fall after the
majority of  the gas company’s work.

•Addressing a question about the
town’s policy to cover one water
adjustment each year for residents,
council members confirmed that
adjustment could be used to fill a
swimming pool but noted if  the resi-
dent has a leak later in the year, it
would not be covered.

•OK’d advertising with The Com-

mercial Review to hire a part-time
utility worker and a request from
Tadeusz Kolodka to vacate an alley
between Harrison and Butler streets
connecting Grandview Avenue and
Wayne Street.

•Tabled giving Susan Pierce a
raise. Pierce cleans the park cabin for
the town and is paid a flat $100
monthly for the service, regardless
of  how many times she cleans the
cabin. Council agreed to invite Pierce
to its next meeting to discuss the
issue.

•Appointed Grady to oversee the
park department and Life to oversee
the police department.

•Made $660.60 in water bill adjust-
ments.

•Approved $56,122.77 in claims.

Redkey ...

Continued from page 1
Bruns Consulting has started prelimi-

nary work on a feasibility study on the
property.

Hopes are for the recovery home to be
operational within a year and a half.

The sober living facility’s intake policy
once opened will include an extensive
application and interview process, drug
screening — each new resident must be
sober and have already gone through a
detox — and a trial period.

New residents will have their rent sup-
plemented by Recovery Works dollars
through Indiana Family and Social Serv-
ices Administration. Once employed, res-
idents must pay weekly rent. They’ll also
be expected to follow the facility’s rules
and complete chores.

Backlash from local residents in
December led Jay County Drug Preven-
tion Coalition to seek more community
input in the process, as it hosted commu-
nity forums Jan. 24 and April 18 as well
as a conversation with teenagers regard-
ing addiction and recovery on April 16.

Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition
launched a naming contest April 29 for

the new facility. It announced Wednesday
the “Name It to Claim It” deadline has
been extended to May 24. 

Residents of  Jay, Blackford, Delaware
and Adams counties are encouraged to
submit entries to name the house at
bit.ly/3URgMEp. Its winner will receive
$250 and determine the recovery resi-
dence’s name.

“I really think that the community
pulling together on this project has been
key,” said Reynolds, noting three local
residents have joined the task force since
its initial community forum.

Reynolds shared hopes to offer spon-
sorship opportunities for community
members who would like to donate
toward the cause, such as giving naming
rights to a room or outdoor seating.
Details for that part of  the project are
still in the works.

She noted that Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition is available for those
who have questions or concerns about
the project.

“We’re not a closed door,” she said. “We
want people to ask questions. If  people
have fears, come talk to us.”

Announced ...

Turning accident
A Portland woman and

two children sustained
injuries after she drove
into the path of  a Port-
land man’s vehicle at the
intersection of  Indiana
67 and Tyson Road about
4:41 p.m. Thursday.

Kristin N. McKee, 39,
was driving a 2011 Jeep
Grand Cherokee west on
Tyson Road when she
stopped at its intersec-
tion with the highway. 

At the same time,

David A. Grayson, 45,
was driving his 2005
Chevrolet Suburban
south on Indiana 67. He
told police McKee pro-
ceeded into the intersec-
tion and stopped before
beginning to turn west.
Grayson said he tried to
stop but wasn’t able to
avoid hitting McKee’s
vehicle, causing it to go
off  the west side of  the
road and flip on its side.

McKee was trapped in
her vehicle and sustained

bruising on her face. Pas-
senger Asher Sharf, 7,
sustained a bruise on his
head, and passenger
Taven McKee, 14, com-
plained of  back pain.

McKee was cited with
an infraction for driving
with a suspended license
and failing to yield the
right-of-way to oncoming
traffic.

Both vehicles were
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000
and $25,000.  

Capsule Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 5-4-8
Daily Four: 9-1-2-4
Quick Draw: 6-7-13-15-

17-19-20-23-24-35-38-40-53-
55-59-60-63-74-75-76

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-1-4
Pick 4: 3-3-1-9

Pick 5: 5-7-2-1-4
Evening
Rolling Cash: 3-4-11-19-

34
Jackpot: $110,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $77

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$393 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.41
June corn ................4.41
Wheat ......................5.41

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.48
June corn ................4.53
July corn..................4.43

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.43
June corn ................4.48
Beans ......................12.16

June beans ............12.16
Wheat ......................6.11

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.32
June corn ................4.34
Beans ......................12.15
June beans ............12.18
Wheat .......................6.01

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.36
June corn ................4.39
Beans ......................11.88
June beans ............11.98
Wheat ......................5.86

In 1973, the Bryant
High School baseball
team defeated the Pen-
nville Bulldogs 12-10. The
Owls, who got three hits
apiece from Tom Hoe-
hamer, Mike Arnold and
Ed Wellman, scored three
times in the top of  the
sixth inning.

In 1998, Jay School
Board hired Joanne
Willer as the school cor-
poration’s new special
education cooperative
director. She previously
served as a consultant for
the school corporation.

In 2013, Keenan James
ripped a line drive over
left fielder Landon Harris
of  Heritage to bring
Jason Houston home for

a 1-0, walk-off  win for
host Jay County in the
championship game of
the Patriot Invitational.

In 2021, Elisa Parazzi
and Kinsey Shannon
each won sectional cham-
pionships for the Jay
County High School girls
track team, which was
third in the meet at Delta.
Parazzi hit a career high
of  5 feet, 6 inches, in the
high jump while Shan-
non won the 100 dash in
12.97 seconds.

In 2022, Kay Rohrer
received the 2021 Jack
Cole Award for Volun-
teerism at The Portland
Foundation’s annual
meeting.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Commis-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

CR almanac

84/63 85/65 85/68 83/60 75/55
Sunday’s

forecast
shows sunny
skies with a
high in the low
80s.

Thursday
has a slight
chance of
thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly sunny.

There’s a
50% chance
of thunder-
storms on
Wednesday.

Sunny skies
are expected
Monday, when
the high will be
in the mid 80s.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Tuesday
with a chance
of storms.
The high may
be 85.

Sunday
5/19

Monday
5/20

Tuesday
5/21

Wednesday
5/22

Thursday
5/23



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will

meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-

ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Elementary Schools 

May 20-24
Monday: Main Entrees: Baked mozzarella cheese sticks

Alternate Entrees: Build your own pizza fun
lunch, chicken salad with cheese, breadstick
Sides for all meals: Baked shoestring fries

Tuesday Main Entrees: Soft beef whole grain tacos, shredded
lettuce, shredded cheddar cheese, salsa
Alternate Entrees: Build your own pizza fun
lunch, chicken salad with cheese, breadstick
Sides for all meals: Seasoned black beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Breaded chicken drumstick,
dinner roll Alternate Entrees: Build your own
pizza fun lunch, chicken salad with cheese,
breadstick Sides for all meals: Mashed potatoes

Thursday: Main Entrees: Beef hot dog on whole wheat bun
Alternate Entrees: Build your own pizza fun
lunch, chicken salad with cheese, breadstick
Sides for all meals: Blue raspberry lemon frozen
sidekicks

Friday: No School

765-768-1544
125 Hoover St.
Dunkirk, IN

Ask about our
Memberships & Room

Rental

NN

EE

SS

WJCCWJCC
 WEST JAYWEST JAY
 COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
  CENTERCENTER

     

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My mom always
catered to my dad when I was
growing up. I was left to pretty
much raise myself. Their drink-
ing and social life were their pri-
orities. I ended up pregnant at 16
and married to an abusive 21-
year-old man, and I was divorced
at 17. 

After that, I was on my own.
Mom never helped other than
writing an occasional check so
my situation wouldn’t become
her problem. She always blamed
Dad for her absence in my life and
my kids’ lives, so when he died
suddenly four years ago, I foolish-
ly thought we’d finally have this
great relationship.

Since his death, Mom’s focus
has been on trying to find a new
man and hanging out with any-
one who will party with her.
Because she’s financially secure,
they end up taking advantage of
her. If  I try to talk to her about it,
she gets angry and defensive,
which is her go-to when confront-
ed with anything. 

Mom has had a stroke and has
many health issues. When I get
the call that she needs help, I take
off  work, do whatever I can to
help and get her well again, only
for her to go back to her selfish
ways. 

Am I wrong for feeling that it’s
not healthy for me to continue
this cycle? I tried to get her to see
a counselor. She went to one ses-
sion and quit because she didn’t
like the things they were saying.
She hates the truth and bends it
regularly to fit her agenda. Any
advice would be appreciated. —
BROKEN IN ILLINOIS

DEAR BROKEN: Your moth-
er’s health problems are going
to continue. If  the time off
from work you have been tak-
ing is having a negative finan-
cial impact on you, you will
have to weigh whether trying
to please your self-centered
mother (and possibly inherit-
ing whatever is left of  her
estate when she passes) or con-

centrating on your career is
more practical for your own
future. I can’t make that deci-
sion for you. She has the
money to hire someone if  she
needs help. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband has

a 36-year-old daughter from a one-
night stand. For the last two
years, she has been wanting to
meet his family, aunts, uncles.
She has met them all except for
our own children — her half-sib-
lings. Our children are adults and
don’t want a relationship with
her. She wasn’t part of  their life
when they were growing up, and
now she’s calling their father
Dad. I feel awkward as well,
knowing my husband knew
about her and wanted nothing to
do with her when she was
younger. His family has accepted
her and is pressuring our chil-
dren to accept her and let her
hang out. Are we wrong for not
wanting to act like one big fami-
ly? — AWKWARD IN TEXAS

DEAR AWKWARD: If  there
is a victim in this scenario it is
the daughter your husband
denied for so long. Although
the situation isn’t something
you are thrilled with, the
young woman IS a part of  the
family. This isn’t the 1950s.
The circumstances of  her
birth are not a reason for her
to be ostracized. 

Point out to your children
that their half-sister IS a rela-
tive, and they should give her a
chance. If  they do, they may
be pleasantly surprised to find
that they have things in com-
mon. 

Dear
Abby

Woman’s help
comes at a toll

Photo provided

Mighty donation
Mighty Marvels Optimist Club made a $1,200 donation May 6 to the

Pregnancy Care Center of Jay County. Pictured from left are club members Cory
LeMaster, Ron Smith, Sam Glessner and club president Michelle Hostetler, Pregnancy
Care Center executive director Lisa Peterson and club members Randy Lucas, Kurtis
Atkinson and Kameron Woodbury.

By AMBER GAUDET
The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

DALLAS — Some residents of
the Arlington, Texas, area will
receive food deliveries via an
electric drone or four-wheeled
robot as part of  a pilot project
beginning this fall.

Arlington and its partners will
make 300 deliveries of  supplies
from the Tarrant Area Food
Bank across two two-week
demonstration periods using an
Aerialoop drone and Clevon
autonomous vehicle, which is
smaller than a car. The project,
funded by a $780,000 Department
of  Energy grant and around
$820,000 from partners, is the
first step toward determining

the viability of  autonomous
delivery of  critical goods like
food and medicine on a larger
scale.

“We have 8.2 million resi-
dents within the Dallas-Fort
Worth region and we’re grow-
ing at a million people every
seven years,” said Michael Mor-
ris, director of  the Regional
Transportation Council at the
North Central Texas Council of
Governments. “We have to
eliminate food deserts. We have
to create an opportunity to
deliver medicine when our chil-
dren are very ill and we can’t
even get out of  the house to get
them. We’ve got to be able to get
access to medicine when we’re
dealing with situations like

COVID and other types of  ini-
tiatives.

“Technology is delivering real
solutions to real problems.”

Tarrant Area Food Bank
already makes deliveries to resi-
dents with mobility issues or
who lack transportation, but
have requests for more than they
can currently serve via delivery.

“We can only serve so many
people with the limited logistics
that we have and adding this
additional resource helps us do
that,” said home deliveries coor-
dinator Sasha Kehoe.

The project will target those
residents and determine which
are the best candidates to test
autonomous delivery based on
logistics.

Food banks delivering via drone
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The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Services

The Indiana Department of
Education’s proposal to create
more flexible requirements for
graduation is a boon to future
high school students and aims
to prepare students for options
other than college.

The diploma is presented at
commencement ceremonies
with the state’s current gradua-
tion pathways.

It would also reflect principles
outlined in the Indiana Gradu-

ates Prepared to Succeed dash-
board, which include career and
postsecondary readiness, work
ethic and financial literacy.

Under this proposal, students
could pursue an Indiana GPS

diploma — a more customized
version of  the current diploma
— or an Indiana GPS Diploma
Plus. The latter would require
additional coursework to earn a
specific vocational credential as
well as a work-based learning
experience.

Concern has been expressed
that the proposal could con-
tribute to an already significant
decline in college enrollment in
the state.

According to the Indiana
Commission for Higher Educa-

tion, about 53% of  the state’s
graduating seniors went
straight to college in 2021, the
lowest rate in at least 15 years.

However, if  the college enroll-
ment rate is declining, it makes
sense to equip high school stu-
dents with alternative paths to
success. We should be more con-
cerned with the graduation rate
of  college students.

If  a student doesn’t particu-
larly want to go to college, it’s
counterproductive to push them
into enrollment when they

might drop out or get saddled
with student loans and a degree
they didn’t want.

College is just one of  several
options for graduating seniors.
Others include trade school,
military service or joining the
workforce.

Those working in trades are
no less important than those
working jobs that require high-
er education, and students —
future workers — are important
no matter their future aspira-
tions.

Education should adapt to times

By LEA WOODS
and JULIE KASHEN
OtherWords

Many American fami-
lies are struggling to pay
for child care, with the
average price for licensed
providers now near-
ly $11,000 a year. These
high prices can be a huge
barrier for workers, par-
ticularly women, forcing
many to cut back on
hours or drop out of  the
workforce entirely.

A new federal program
aims to help break down
these barriers by requir-
ing corporations receiv-
ing government subsi-
dies to submit plans to
meet the child care needs
of  their workforce.

So far, this require-
ment only applies to com-
panies receiving subsi-
dies of  more than $150
million through the 2022
CHIPS and Science Act.
But this initiative could
become a model for using
the power of  the public
purse to expand child
care options in manufac-
turing communities.

The CHIPS Act’s main
objective is to double U.S.
production of  semicon-
ductor chips by the end of
the decade, creating thou-
sands of  good jobs for a
diverse workforce. To
qualify for a significant
slice of  this historic bill’s
$39 billion in subsidies,
corporations must sub-
mit plans to provide child
care services for their
manufacturing and con-
struction workers.

The semiconductor
manufacturing workforce
is projected to grow by 33
percent over the next
decade, but there are not
enough qualified workers
to fill these new posi-
tions. Companies can
address this gap by
recruiting, training, and
retaining workers who
are underrepresented in
the sector, including
women. The CHIPS child
care requirement is a
recognition that support-
ive services are critical to
achieving that goal.

Ideally, CHIPS grantees
will partner with state
and local governments,
community-based organi-
zations, and labor unions
to develop child care
plans that meet local
needs and ensure quality
wages and working con-
ditions for early educa-
tors. Developing commu-
nity benefit agreements
that integrate the compa-
nies’ workforce commit-
ments with child care
strategies and communi-
ty feedback is one possi-
ble approach.

Poorly implemented
plans could exacerbate
inequities in the child
care sector. For instance,
if  companies don’t
expand child care supply
in communities with
semiconductor produc-
tion facilities, the

increased demand will
drive up tuition prices
and reduce child care
availability for local fam-
ilies.

Partnering exclusively
with corporate child care
providers could also cre-
ate the risk of  expanding
private equity firm own-
ership of  such services.
This model has a poor
track record of  under-
mining children’s safety,
early educators’ wages,
and community- and
home-based child care
providers.

At the Century Founda-
tion, we’ve been closely
monitoring two CHIPS
grantees — Intel and
Micron — and seeing
some hopeful signs.

In Oregon, where Intel
is planning to expand one
of  their facilities, a new
law engages community
stakeholders and com-
bines state funds with
CHIPS grantee contribu-
tions to expand child care
capacity near semicon-
ductor factories.

Micron’s preparations
for a new plant in New
York have involved work-
ing with state and com-
munity leaders to grow
supply by offering on-site
child care and by funding
a program to help New
Yorkers start their own
home-based child care
programs.

Micron will also offer
workers child care subsi-
dies, which, when paired
with its plans to build
supply, can make child
care more affordable
without driving up costs
for local families.

If  well implemented,
the CHIPS program will
demonstrate that public
investment in both physi-
cal and care infrastruc-
ture are key to growing
our economy. Our ulti-
mate goal remains guar-
anteed child care for
every family. All children
deserve the opportunity
to be cared for in settings
that allow them to thrive,
and parents need the
peace of  mind that their
children are safe and nur-
tured while they’re on
the job.

••••••••••
Woods is a senior policy

associate in the women’s
economic justice depart-
ment at The Century
Foundation.

Kashen is a senior fel-
low and Director for
Women’s Economic Jus-
tice at The Century Foun-
dation.

OtherWords is a free
editorial service pub-
lished by the Institute for
Policy Studies.

Public investment
can ease the crunch

By FRANCIS WILKINSON
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

How do you conduct a nonpartisan
discussion about the integrity of  elec-
tion administration when one party
is waging war on democratic legiti-
macy and the other party seeks to
uphold it?

If  the event I attended in Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday
night is any indication, you do it by
never uttering the words “Democrat”
or “Republican,” and by refraining
from pointing out exactly who is
engaged in subversion of  truth and
public faith.

The event, held at a public televi-
sion station studio in the shadow of
the rusting hulk of  Bethlehem Steel,
was one of  a series sponsored in
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wiscon-
sin by Keep Our Republic, a nonprof-
it seeking to combat the spread of
misinformation and suspicion about
elections. The group works with local
officials and others to present factual
information about local elections to
increase voter confidence and count-
er falsehoods. Speakers in Bethlehem
included a local political science pro-
fessor, a retired federal judge, a repre-
sentative of  the Pennsylvania Secre-
tary of  State’s office, and the local
county executive. Each seemed to be
engaged in a good-faith effort to
counter propaganda.

The task, of  course, is difficult. For-
mer President Donald Trump’s inces-
sant lies about elections are now reg-
ularly echoed by a large Republican
chorus. Just this week, mild-man-
nered South Carolina Senator and
vice presidential aspirant Tim Scott
joined the ranks of  Republicans who
refuse to commit to accepting the will
of  voters in November. Meanwhile,
House Speaker Mike Johnson
declared, “ We all know, intuitively,
that a lot of  illegals are voting in fed-
eral elections.” After years of  base-
less and increasingly hysterical
claims of  voter fraud, culminating in
Trump’s metastasizing “Big Lie,” it
seems Republican intuition will have
to suffice in lieu of  evidence.

Nonpartisan institutions, the news
media very much included, continue
to struggle with the reality that one
of  two major parties has mostly aban-
doned the democratic field. At the

event in Bethlehem, before a live
audience of  just over 50, an unin-
formed observer would have had few
means to discern which party was
attacking the integrity of  US elec-
tions for partisan gain.

Former federal judge and Dickin-
son College President John Jones III,
a Republican appointed by President
George W. Bush, spoke of  “illusory
truth.” It’s a concept,” he said,
“where someone says something over
and over and over again, and it takes
on the cast of  truth even though it’s
demonstrably untrue. We’re dealing
with a lot of  illusory truths today,
where you get this echo chamber, and
things keep getting repeated and
repeated and repeated,” Jones said. “I
think that’s one of  the problems with
the narrative about elections — really
starting in 2020.”

You understand exactly what he’s
saying, right? But like the other
speakers, Jones assiduously avoided
proper nouns. Who out there is pro-
ducing demonstrably untrue narra-
tives about elections “starting in
2020,” and who is repeating those lies?
Best not to say.

At another point, political scientist
Christopher Borick of  Muhlenberg
College was discussing the state’s fail-
ure to process mail ballots before
Election Day, which produces a back-
log that extends vote counting beyond
Election Day and opens the way to
demagogic claims that something
nefarious is taking place behind the
scenes. (Since mail ballots skew Dem-
ocratic, bad-faith actors pretend that
a wave of  Democratic votes has sud-
denly materialized from nowhere.)
Pennsylvania Republicans resist
allowing completed ballots to be
processed early because they evident-
ly prefer uncertainty and doubt. “It’s
politics,” Borick said. Like Jones,
however, Borick refrained from not-
ing whose politics.

Would a frontal assault on Trump

& Co. falsehoods serve the honest
elections cause any better than the
resort to euphemism and side-step-
ping? It’s hard to know. After all, the
target audience for these events is a
narrow tranche of  the electorate
that is neither fully wedded to
MAGA lies nor fully repelled by
them. Pointing out that efforts to
undermine US elections are an
exclusively Republican agenda
might educate some but alienate oth-
ers.

“The erosion of  trust in our elec-
tions is widespread and occurring
across the political spectrum,” Keep
Our Republic Executive Director Ari
Mittleman said. “More than ever, in
today’s polarized environment, we
believe a nonpartisan approach is
essential for educating the public
and rebuilding trust for the long
term. This message can best be car-
ried by leaders from both parties,
and that is why Keep Our Republic
takes that approach.”

Despite the night’s loaded topic,
the Bethlehem event was civil, even
tame. Audience questions, which
were written down and passed to the
event moderator, were grounded in
reality. There were no displays of
MAGA rebellion against the reign of
fact.

Other events sponsored by Keep
Our Republic have been more con-
tentious. An event in Washington
County, Wisconsin, included a resi-
dent who claimed he had witnessed
“illegal democracy ” in 2020 when he
traveled to the state capital. It’s an
unnerving phrase.

There is now a small, well-funded
industry, including Keep Our Repub-
lic, engaged in efforts to rebuild trust
in American democracy. All those
efforts and more are necessary
because there is an even better-fund-
ed campaign devoted to destroying
it. And while pro-democracy groups
are decentralized and diffuse, the
anti-democratic forces have the
advantage of  rallying around a sin-
gle demagogue who leads a major
party and spearheads their authori-
tarian movement. Whatever his
actual name might be.

••••••••••
Wilkinson is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering US politics and
policy.

Be honest about disinformation
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Tennis anyone?

1) What Davis Cup star was ranked
No. 1 in the world from 1981 to 1984?

2) What American woman holds the record
for most French Open championships?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) John McEnroe
2) Chris Evert
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200 FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

UNION CITY COMMU-
NITY wide Garage Sales
May 23rd-25th follow us
on facebook -Union City
Community Wide
Garage Sales- IN. Maps
available May 15th.  

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 4518 N SR 1,

Pennville IN
Saturday Morning May

25, 2024
9:30 A.M.

CARS-TRACTORS-
MOWERS-ENGINES-
HOUSEHOLD-OLD

ITEMS
2009 Chevrolet Impala 4
door car 77,829 miles;
1952 Farmall Super C
tractor; `1949 Ferguson
T20 tractor; Yard Man
Lawn Bird tractor
mower; Case 210
mower; Jacobsen
mower; Wheelhorse
mower; Craftsman 30”
riding lawn mower; other
lawn mower frames &
parts; several small gas
engines; Rock Island
engine; (2) McCormick

Deering 1 1/2 hp
engines; Fairbanks
Morse 3 hp engine;

McCormick Deering 3 hp
enigine; Wisconsin
engines; Craftsman
grinders; Toro snow
thrower; Craftsman
Table saw; Black &

Decker electric mower;
Craftsman table saw;
roto tiller; hammer mill;
Craftmans scroll saw;

galvanized bucket; hand
tools; curio cabinet;
Nascar memorabilia;

early 1900’s Jay County
plat book; Carnival

Glass; cookware; yard
decorations; Griswold
tea kettle; and many
other items not listed. 
RICHARD MONROE,

DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY May 18th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 7052 W 350
S. Dunkirk IN

Open House: Sunday
May 5th 1-3pm or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath,
Ranch style home con-
taining 1320 sq feet of
finished living area. Cen-
tral air. 30x64 and 24x40
Pole Barns. 14x20 3
sided building. Utility

shed.
TRACTOR – VEHICLES
– ENGINES – SHOP

TOOLS
Allis’ Chalmers 5030
with 430 loader with

1326 hours. ’93 Dodge
Dakota V6 engine. 1976
350 Chevy Engine 4 bolt
main with transfer case.

Ford 390 big block
Engine with C-6 trans.
’85 Chevy 350 Engine

with 400
turbo trans. Troybilt and
Huskee rear tine tillers.
Stihl battery operated
weed eater. Magna
Force 5 horse power

twin stage air compres-
sor. Sandblasting cabi-
net. Snap-on Freon

machine. 10” Delta table
saw. 

ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - MISC

Beech-nut, Marlboro,
Newport, and other

signs. Stihl wheels. 120
lb anvil (damaged).

Porcelain laundry stove.
Chevrolet thermometer.
RR lantern. 40 and 20
gal Cast iron kettle with
legs. Cast iron skillets
and pots. Glass door
hutch. Grandfather

clock. GE washer and
dryer. Whirlpool upright
freezer. Apartment sized
refrigerator and freezer.
Window air conditioner.
OWNER: JERRY L AND
DEBORAH (SHORTY)

CRABTREE
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE: 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY

Custom sizes available.

READ THE CR 
THEN RECYCLE

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

A

D

V

E

R

T

I

S

E

in 

The

Commercial

Review

C

L

A

S

S

I

F

I

E

D

  A

D

S

726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 4518 N SR 1, Pennville Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 25, 2024
9:30 A.M.

CAR - TRACTORS – MOWERS – ENGINES
HOUSEHOLD - OLD ITEMS

2009 Chevrolet Impala 4 door car with 77,829 miles, VIN #
2G1WT57K591250558; 1952 Farmall Super C tractor, Serial # 142590; 1949
Ferguson T20 tractor; 1952 McCormick Farmall Super C tractor with belly
mower; IH #121 plow;  Yard Man Lawn Bird tractor mower; Case 210 mower;
Wheelhorse Ranger 800 mower; Wizard 10 hp mower; Jacobsen mower; Ford
100 mower; Wheelhorse mower; Gilson Pacer tractor; Wheelhorse A800 mower;
Ford 100 mower; Craftsman 30” riding lawn mower;  other lawn mower frames
and parts; lawn roller; several small gas engines; Minneapolis Moline wheel
weights; Rock Island engine; (2) McCormick Deering 1 ½ hp engines; Fairbanks
Morse 3 hp engine; (3) McCormick Dering LA 1 ½ - 2 ½ hp engines; McCormick
Deering LB 1 ½ - 2 ½ hp engine; McCormick Deering LA 3 – 5 hp engine;
McCormick Deering 3 hp engine; Stover CT-2 / 2 – 2 ½ hp engine;  Wisconsin
engines; Sears air compressor; MIT drill press; Craftsman grinders; big drill
press; metal rolling cart; air compressor; vise; chain boomers; floor jack; power
washer; Toro snow thrower; Craftsman table saw; angle grinder; lawn sweepers;
generator; push mowers; hand reel mowers; fence; farm gates; glass window
blocks; electric trimmers; Black & Decker electric mower; Craftsman table saw;
roto tiller; C clamps; lawn utility trailer; hammer mill; shelving; wood step
ladder; Craftsman scroll saw; wet/dry shop vac; gas cans; nail kegs; kerosene
cans; apple crates; galvanized buckets; platform scales; hand tools; galvanized
gate; wood pulleys; stool; horseshoes; battery charger; auger; license plates; Char
Broil grill; bottles; jars; decorations; pitcher pump with keg; live traps; twin bed;
curio cabinet; kitchen table and chairs; 4 drawer dresser; Nascar memorabilia;
early 1900’s Jay County plat book; 1901 Jay County Atlas; 1901 Jay County
book; History of Jay County book; Carnival Glass; toy replica guns; rakes;
shovels; wire; ice skates; bicycle helmets; cookware; yard decorations; wood
sled; garden hose; several bird houses; food chopper; school desk; metal kitchen
stool; vanity; bookshelf; metal 2 door cabinet; shelving; wood boxes; Griswold
tea kettle; heaters; scanner; file cabinet; yardsticks; and many other items not
listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  This is only a partial listing of the many items that

will be sold.   

RICHARD MONROE, DECEASED
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
CR 5-18-2024

Public Notice
Alcohol & 

Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, Indiana will hold a
public hearing at 11:00 am on
May 28, 2024 at the Court House,
Auditorium,    in the city of Port-
land in said county, to investi-
gate the propriety of holding an
alcoholic beverage

RR3839677 Wine Retailer 
Restaurant RENEWAL
REDKEY BLACKSMITHS
LLC 120 West High Street
Redkey IN
D/B/A VALHALLA AXE
HALL

CR 5-18-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 

RE: C.Y. 2025 Capital Assistance to purchase two small transit ve-
hicles and two low floor minivans. 

Notice is hereby given that, LifeStream Services, Inc. will provide
an opportunity for a public hearing for the purpose of considering
a grant for which federal capital assistance under Section 5339 of
the Federal Bus and Bus Facilities Program, is being sought. Any
person interested in a hearing must submit a request in writing that
a hearing be held by LifeStream Services, Inc. within a ten (10) day
period, after the publication of this notice. The project period is for
1/1/2025 -12/31/2025 for Jay County Commissioners and LifeStream
Services, Inc. to be assisted with the purchase of two small transit
and two low floor minivan vehicles for the amount of $421,150.00.
Federal match will be $336,920.00 and the local match being
$84,230.00. Local match will originate from Commissioner funds,
Contract funds and Title 3B funds. 2. If a hearing is requested and
scheduled, LifeStream Services, Inc. will afford an opportunity for
interested person, agencies and private transportation providers to
be heard with respect to the social, environmental, and economic
aspects of the grant. Interested persons may submit orally or in writ-
ing evidence and recommendations with respect to said grant at the
public hearing. A copy of the application is currently available for
public inspection at LifeStream Services, Inc., located at 1701 S. Pil-
grim Blvd., Yorktown, IN 47396
CR 5-18-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2404-MI-14
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE

OF
Preston Morgan, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

Preston Tyler Scott Morgan,
whose mailing address is Port-
land, IN 47371, in the Jay
County, Indiana, hereby gives
notice that Preston Tyler Scott
Morgan has filed a petition in
the Jay County Court requesting
that his name be changed to
Preston Tyler Scott Twigg.
Notice is further given that the
hearing will be held on said pe-
tition on July 5, 2024 at 9am.

Preston Morgan, Petitioner
4/10/2024
Jon Eads

CR  5-4,11,18-2024- HSPAXLP
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — Joe Imel was hop-
ing to just get someone, anyone,
to the next level.

Adam Alig made it happen.
Alig’s effort in the high jump

gave the Jay County High School
boys track team its only regional
berth Thursday as the Patriots
finished in the middle of  the 13-
team sectional field at Delta.

“I was real happy for Adam,”
said JCHS coach Joe Imel. “I was
real happy with the jumps. He’s
kind of  been up and down this
year.”

The top three finishers in each
event earned an automatic berth
to the regional meet, which will
be contested at 6 p.m. Thursday
at Pike in Indianapolis.

The Patriots’ 33 points put
them three behind fifth-place
Winchester and 13 ahead of  sev-
enth-place Monroe Central.

Muncie Central won four events
en route to 151.5 points and the
sectional championship, with
Yorktown (132), Delta (121.5) and
Wapahani (86) rounding out the
top four.

“We kind of  did what I
thought we would do,” Imel said.
“I was really kind of  hoping we
could pick up a little more oppor-
tunities. …

Alig’s result showed that
every jump matters.

With seven athletes remain-
ing after the first two heights,

the Jay County junior cleared
the bar on his first attempt at 6
feet. Monroe Central’s Easton
Doster missed on his first try,
but made it one the second.

That turned out to be the dif-
ference.

The four jumpers who
remained — Wes-Del’s Garrett
Rooker, Delta’s Cade Utsler,
Alig and Doster — agreed to
skip 6 feet, 1 inch, and go
straight to 6 feet, 2 inches.
When both Alig and Doster
missed all of  their attempts at 6

feet, 2 inches, the difference at
the 6-foot mark came into play.
Alig finished third with a
regional berth while Doster
placed fourth and was left to
await a possible call back.
(There are 12 automatic quali-
fiers and then the field is filled
with the next four best section-
al performances.)

“That’s the second time he’s
gotten 6 foot this year,” said
Imel. “And that’s been his goal,
to get 6 foot. He was really close
last year. So I’m really happy to
see him improve in that area.”

The only fourth-place finish
of  the evening came from
Austyn LeMaster in the discus.
He came in at 123 feet, 4 inches,
just over 11 feet behind third-
place Luka Pavelka of  Muncie
Central.

Fifth-place efforts from Jay
County came from Caleb Gar-
ringer in the 3,200 run in 10

minutes, 35.79 seconds, and
Alig in the 110 hurdles in 16.04.
The Patriots’ 4x100 relay team
of  Gabe Pinkerton, Caden Gam-
bill, Garrett Hidy and Alig post-
ed a time of  44.47 seconds for
fifth in the 4x100 relay.

“Our 4x1 PR’d be quite a bit,”
said Imel. “That’s only the third
time that 4x1 has even ran
together.”

One of  the other opportuni-
ties for the quartet came a few
weeks ago when they won the
Allen County Athletic Confer-
ence championship.

“They improved their time by
close to a half-second,” Imel
added. “I’m pretty pleased with
that.”

Joseph Boggs finished sixth
in the 1,600 run and eighth in
the 800 run, Austyn LeMaster
was seventh in the shot put and
Brasen Glassford took eighth in
the shot put.

 
         

   
 

ANTIQUE
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FOR
SALE

 
         

   
 

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

$150 ea.

C
23 3/4”(W) X 28 1/4” (D) X 37 3/4” (H)

CAALL
260-726-8141

W309 W.. Main St.
Portland, IN

The Patriots will compete in the
regional meet in six events.

They’re not projected to advance
to the next level.

The top seed for the Jay County
High School girls track team for
Tuesday’s regional meet at Pike in
Indianapolis is No. 12 in the 4x100-
meter relay.

At the regional, the top three fin-
ishers and anyone hitting the state
standard advance to the state
finals on May 31 at Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington.

The Patriots’ lone sectional
championship in the meet Tuesday
at Delta came in the 4x100 as Mor-
gan DeHoff, Ariel Beiswanger,
Matilda Mende and Jenna Dues
combined for a time of  51.51 sec-
onds. That mark makes them the
No. 12 seed for the event at the
regional, almost 2.5 seconds back
of  third-seeded Lawrence North.

Jay County’s other relay region-
al qualifier was the 4x400 featur-
ing Makinsey Murphy, Cash Hol-
lowell, Aixa Lopez and Mya Kun-

kler. They are seeded 14th at
4:23.62.

Coming into the regional with
No. 15 seeds for the Patriots are
senior Cash Hollowell (50.69) in
the 300 hurdles and junior Jenna
Dues (27.63) in the 200 dash. (Dues
was fourth in the sectional but was
called back to fill out the 16-com-
petitor field for the regional.)

Seeded 16th for the regional
from JCHS are Jordyn Hutzler (32
feet, 9 inches) in the shot put and
DeHoff  (17.25) in the 100 hurdles.

Jay 4x100 is seeded 12th

Continued from page 10
Haines secured the third

point for the Patriots to
clinch the title out of  the
No. 1 singles spot. She
quickly beat Camryn Fisch-
er in the first set, but was
met with some resistance
as Fischer still had a
chance to move on as an
individual.

Haines ultimately held
on for a 6-2, 6-4 victory that
clinched the fourth section-
al title for the team in her
career.

“It’s great,” Haines said.
“I don’t know how we do it.
That’s just how we do, I
guess. …

“There’s been a lot of
matches that us three sin-
gles have won. I think it’s
good that we can, for the
most part, count on our sin-
gles to get the job done and
win the match.”

Haines also keeps her
ability to compete as an
individual, as she has yet to
drop a postseason match.

Meredith Dirksen and
Sophia Sprunger added a
doubles win to complement
the singles dominance. The
No. 1 doubles duo took
down Shelby Arnold and
Addison Thornburg 6-4, 7-5.

Zion Beiswanger and
Lucie Henneaux nearly
completed the sweep of  the
Indians, but fell to Luane
Schoonbroodt and Kiernan
Watson in the No. 2 doubles
match 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Schoonbroodt and Wat-
son defeating Patriots’ duo
made for a repeat of  the
teams’ regular season
match April 23, when the
Indians’ only win came at
No. 2 doubles.

All ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Meredith Dirksen of Jay County connects on a shot during her No. 1
doubles victory with partner Sophia Sprunger against Union City in Thursday’s
sectional championship match. The win marked the first time in school history
that the Patriot girls tennis program has won four consecutive sectional titles.

Alig advances in high jump
Patriot junior will compete

in regional Thursday at Pike

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School junior Adam Alig slips over the high jump bar at 6 feet Thursday during the sectional meet at Delta. Alig made it over the 6-
foot mark on his first attempt, which ended up giving up the third-place tiebreaker with Easton Doster of Monroe Central.
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys golf ACAC tourna-
ment at Celina – 8 a.m.; JV baseball
Patriot Invitational – 10 p.m.

Portland Rockets vs. South Bend Roy-
als – 7 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets vs. South Bend Roy-

als – 1 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Baseball vs. Black-

ford – 5 p.m.; Junior high baseball vs.
Selma – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball  at Coldwa-
ter – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys golf tri-meet –

4:30 p.m.; Girls tennis regional at
Noblesville – 5:30 p.m.; Girls track
regional at Pike – 6 p.m.; Softball sec-
tional opener at Delta – 7 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — PGA Championship: Val-
halla Golf Club (ESPN)

10:30 a.m. — NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series: Wright Band 250 (FS1)

1 p.m. — PGA Championship: Valhal-
la Golf Club (CBS)

1 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at
New York Liberty (ABC)

1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series: Wright Band 250 (FS1)

1:45 p.m. — MLS: Atlanta United at
Nashville SC (FOX)

3 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles Sparks
at Las Vegas Aces (ABC)

3 p.m. — Track & Field: LA Grand Prix
(NBC)

4 p.m. — MLB: Seattle Mariners at
Baltimore Orioles (FS1)

4 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at
Memphis Showboats (FOX)

8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Oklahoma
City Thunder at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

8 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions
at Houston Roughnecks (ESPN2)

9:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Los Angeles Dodgers (Bally Indiana)

11 p.m. — Boxing: Denys BErinchyk
vs. Emanuel Navarrete (ESPN)

Sunday
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia Romagna

Grand Prix (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — PGA Championship: Val-

halla Golf Club (ESPN)
11 a.m. — Premier League: Everton

at Arsenal (USA); West Ham United at
Manchester City (NBC)

12 p.m. — UFL: St. Louis Battle-
hawks at D.C. Defenders (ABC)

1 p.m. — PGA Championship: Valhal-
la Golf Club (CBS)

2 p.m. — Track & Field: U.S. Classic
Gymnastics (NBC)

3 p.m. — IndyCar: Indianapolis 500
(NBC)

3:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Indiana
Pacers at New York Knicks (ABC)

4 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Los Angeles Dodgers (Bally Indiana)

4 p.m. — UFL: San Antonio Brahmas
at Arlington Renegades (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
NASCAR All-Star Open (FS1)

7 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at
Atlanta Braves (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Seat-
tle Seawolves at Dallas Jackals (CBS)

8 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
NASCAR All-Star Race (FS1)

Monday
7 p.m. — WNBA: Connecticut Sun at

Indiana Fever (ESPN); Seattle Storm at
New York Liberty (FOX)

7:40 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at
Kansas City Royals (FS1)

7:45 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles
at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Dallas
Mavericks at Oklahoma City Thunder
(TNT)

Tuesday
6:40 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres

at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7:40 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at

Chicago Cubs (TBS)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

The annual City of Portland Mayor’s
Golf Outing has been scheduled for Fri-
day, June 14, at Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be held
from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the day
of the outing. A meal will also be provid-
ed for the four-person teams at this
time. Registration is limited to the first
20 teams and must be completed by
June 10 and submitted to 321 N. Merid-
ian St., emailing mayorsoffice@thecityof-
portland.net or calling (260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun start
at noon. Those interested can also spon-
sor the event. It cost $150 to sponsor a
hole, $200 to sponsor a team and a
meal or $300 for to sponsor a team, a
meal and hole sponsorship.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Offense has been abundant early in the
season.

Three teams scored in double digit runs
on Wednesday in Portland Junior League
Rookie baseball.

POET Bioprocessing put up the most
dominant performance with a 15-2 beating
of  Pak-A-Sak.

Corbin Hutzler led the way for POET
with four hits, including two triples and a
double. Harvey Hemmelgarn supported
with an inside-the-park home run. Hutzler,
Hemmelgarn and Nolan Homan all scored
three runs.

Cook’s Nursery edged out Matt’s Garage
17-15 as five players tallied four hits each.

Kayden Alberson, Trey Hirschey and
Brantly Sager all finished 4-for-4 from the
plate for Cook’s Nursery. On the other side,
Duke Armstrong and Rowan Ingram both
collected four singles.

PG14 wins
PG14 defeated Lions Club 6-1 in Portland

Junior League Willie Mays baseball on
Thursday.

Eli Homan and Blake Jellison provided
the offense for PG14 with a home run and
a two-RBI double, respectively.

Beckham Hough tossed a bulk of  the
game for PG14, striking out five batters
over three innings.

Despite the loss, Lions Club got a nice
performance from Ryker Price on the
mound as he struck out the side in all three
of  his innings.

Gabe Lutes drove in the only run for
Lions Club with a walk.

Rock and Optimist win
The Rock and Optimist both won their

Portland Junior League softball games on
Wednesday.

The Rock claimed an 11-7 victory over
Crossroads in minor softball.

Carsyn Guggenbiller and Maggie West-
gerdes both finished 3-for-3 in the game
with two runs for The Rock. Westgerdes
also had a triple.

Optimist’s win in rookie softball came
against Wings and Rings with a score of
18-8.

Zoey Williams and Charlee Taylor both
led Wings and Rings with three singles.
Williams scored three times while Taylor
added one run.

Portland Junior League
sees high scores Thursday

Youth
roundup

Continued from page 10
Troy Homan laid down a sui-

cide squeeze to get Faller home
for the first run of  the game.

On the next pitch Preston
Kreischer threw, Reece Wen-
del, Fort Recovery’s first-team
All-MAC selection, singled on a

line drive to left field to score
Tobe.

Parkway upset No. 3 seed St.
Henry 7-5 in the sectional title to
earn the matchup with FRHS.
Back on April 5, Fort Recovery
took down Parkway 1-0 in eight
innings. Caden Grisez hit a walk-

off  single while Dues only gave
up three hits over eight innings
pitched.

Along with Dues and Wendel,
sophomores Alex Gaerke and
Caden Homan were both named
to as honorable mentions for the
All-MAC team.

The Patriots struggled against
the Vikings on Thursday.

That wasn’t the momentum
they wanted going into the tour-
nament, so they turned it around
against the Red Devils.

Jay County High School’s var-
sity softball team dropped Thurs-
day’s game at Huntington North
4-2 before dominating the Rich-
mond Red Devils 14-5 to close out
the regular season on Friday.

A three-run fifth inning spelled
disaster for the Patriots (14-6)
against the Vikings (15-6). Mallo-
ry Winner issued two walks and
gave up a single to load the bases
for HNHS. Then Ava Geiger
delivered the fatal blow with a
line drive to center field that
scored all three runs.

Jay County’s runs came on a
single by Carley Trinidad in the
fourth inning and a double by
Jaelynn Lykins in the sixth.

JCHS got its offense rolling
right away against Richmond
with two runs in the first inning
before piling on five in the second
and six in the third.

Riah Champ had a field day at
the plate, knocking in four runs
and scoring four herself. She
smashed a three-run home run in
the second inning, doubled in the
first and fifth and walked in the
third.

Trinidad picked up the win as
she went the distance in the cir-
cle. She allowed 10 hits and one
walk to give up five earned runs,
but also struck out seven batters.

Run ends
LIMA, Ohio — The eighth-

seeded Fort Recovery softball
team couldn’t hold onto a one-
run lead as the No. 4 seed Cold-
water Cavaliers put up five in the
sixth inning to win the OHSAA
Division III district opener 10-6
on Thursday hosted by Bath.

The Indians (12-13) held onto a
6-5 lead heading into the bottom
of  the sixth inning.

Jenna Homan struggled from
the circle, surrendering a four-

pitch walk to Ava Doll to start the
inning. A double by Libby
Grieshop gave the Cavaliers (17-
11) enough of  a threat to tie the
game that the Tribe intentionally
walked Madison Wendel.

That decision didn’t pay off  as
Claire Steinke smashed a go-
ahead grand slam.

Homan suffered the loss with
nine earned runs, 10 hits and six
walks.

The Indians’ early lead came
from a single run in the first
inning and five in the third.

Emma Will and Ella Schoen
put up strong days at the plate
with four hits, three RBIs and
three runs between both of  them.

Brown delivers
Leighton Brown came up with

a big RBI to lift the Jay County
baseball team past the Bellmont
Braves 4-3 on Thursday.

The Patriots faced a 3-1 deficit
with only six outs remaining.
Drew Schemenaur and Sam
Myers found ways on with one
out. Parker Nichols and Ryne
Goldsworthy delivered back-to-
back RBI singles to tie the game
up.

Aiden Phillps walked to load
the bases and Brown hit a ball
deep enough to left field to act as
a sacrifice fly and score Nichols.

Zedrian Vazquez came in to
close out the game for Jay Coun-
ty (12-11) and only allowed one hit
to earn the save.

Jackson Edwards picked up
the win after holding Bellmont
(7-13) scoreless in the sixth
inning.

Jay County’s first run came in
the first inning, while all three of
the Braves’ crossed in the second.

Jay softball splits
final two games of
the regular season

Final ...

Continued from page 10
They overtook Brunswick with

400 meters left and tried to box
her in, but in the last 200 meters,
Brunswick said she felt she had
enough gas left in the tank and
made a break for first.

It paid off.
Her final time was 5 minutes,

20.19 seconds.
Diller casually mentioned that

the race acted as a huge mental
win — a notion Brunswick
agreed with.

In the 3,200 run, Brunswick bat-
tled with Maria Niekamp of  Min-
ster, but ultimately pulled away
for the victory with about 500
meters left. Her final time was
12:00.56.

Heitkamp dominated both of
his races. He finished the 1,600
run with a time of  4:27.11 and the
3,200 run in 9:54.81.

After winning last year,
Heitkamp took a different
approach this season.

“This year’s races were kind of
interesting compared to last
year,” Heitkamp said. “Instead of
treating it as these are races I
have to win, I treated it as if  these
are just prelims for state.

“I think viewing it like that
takes the pressure off  of  it and
makes it a more enjoyable race to
run.”

Like Heitkamp, Pearson
reclaimed her district title in the
long jump with a distance of   17
feet, 3.25 inches, which beat Alex
Kessen of  St. John’s by a quarter
of  an inch.

Pearson also advanced to the
regional meet at Troy next week
in the 100 dash (fourth place –
13.01 seconds) and the 4x100 relay.
(The top four finishes qualify for
the regional meet.)

Pearson anchored the 4x100
relay team and held on to a siz-

able lead gained by Kiana Matsu-
da on the third leg to take the top
spot with a time of  49.77 seconds.
Anna Roessner and Paige
Guggenbiller handled the first
two legs of  the race.

“(Matsuda) smoked that
curve,” Diller said. “It was so
good. She came in with such a
good mindset today to just do
what she can and we preach that,
but for a kid to execute that is
huge.”

Matsuda also beat her No. 5
seed in the 300 hurdles (fourth
– 46.9) to secure a regional appear-
ance. She also ran the first leg of
the 4x400 relay that got FRHS off
on a good enough pace to finish
fourth (4:10.54). Matsuda preced-
ed Ellie Will, Guggenbiller and
Roessner in the relay.

Roessner nearly gave the Indi-
ans an eighth district title, but fell
short in the 100 dash as 12.34 sec-
onds left her 0.14 seconds short of
Kessen. She did, however, secure
the 200 dash title with a time of
25.05 seconds.

“We’ve had a good year of  peo-
ple showing up and putting in

what we say is capital W work,”
Diller said. “We just showed up
today top to bottom and get to go
another week.”

Along with Friday’s regional
qualifications, the girls 4x800
relay team of  Will, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp, Joelle Kaup and
Brunswick as well as Karlie
Niekamp in the discus punched
their tickets on Wednesday’s pre-
liminary meet.

Other performances that
earned points on the day include:

•Will in the 1,600 run (fifth) and
the 800 run (eighth)

•Reese Diller in the 3,200 run
(sixth)

•Lucas Acheson in the high
jump (sixth)

•Carson Fullenkamp on
Wednesday in the shot put
(sixth)

•The boys 4x800 relay team on
Wednesday (sixth)

•Niekamp in the shot put (sev-
enth)

•The boys 4x400 relay team
(seventh)

•Pearson in the 200 dash
(eighth)

Local
roundup

Titles ...
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FRHS senior Trevor Heitkamp holds a dominant lead
in the 1,600-meter run at the district meet on Friday.
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Sports
Saturday, May 18, 2024

JCHS boys golf competes
in ACAC tournament today,
see Sports on tap

Adam Alig advances to
regional in high jump,

see story page 8

CONVOY, Ohio — It
was a big day for Indians
baseball.

Four players received
all-conference honors.
Two of  those four came
up big in an upset win.

On Thursday, the sixth-
seeded Fort Recovery
High School baseball
team rode off  the strong
pitching of  Alex Dues to
upset the No. 2 seed
Crestview Knights on the
same day that four Indi-
ans got recognized by the
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence for All-MAC honors.

With the victory, Fort
Recovery (11-11) earns a
trip to Coldwater for the
district opener against
No. 9 seed Parkway on
Wednesday at approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m.

Dues, the only FRHS
selection to the Second
Team All-MAC, dominat-
ed the Crestview (12-7)
lineup all day. He struck
out seven batters while
going the distance on the
mound. Dues only gave
up four hits and two
walks.

The only run Dues sur-
rendered came in the bot-
tom of  the third inning.
The inning started with
Dues plunking D.J.
Yinger with a pitch and
then a fielder’s choice
that had Huxley Gross
replacing Yinger at first
base.

A single to left field by
Levi Grace got Grose into
scoring position, so that
Hunter Jones’ single got
the run home.

Luckily for Dues, his
offense scored a pair of
runs in the top of  the
third inning, so the one
run didn’t hurt.

Gavin Faller led off  the
frame with a single to
right field before Riggs
Tobe reached on an error
that put the runners at
the corners.

See Final page 9

All the
singles ladies
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Jay County High School senior Brenna Haines reaches to hit a ball during the IHSAA Sectional 53 tennis
championship against the Union City Indians on Thursday. Haines beat Camryn Fischer in the No. 1 singles match 6-2, 6-4
to secure the team’s fourth straight sectional title. Fellow singles players Brenna Bailey and Maggie Dillon also secured quick
wins to lock up the title, with the No. 1 doubles duo of Meredith Dirksen and Sophia Sprunger joining them later for a 4-1
final. JCHS advances to the regional tournament where it will play the Delta Eagles at 5 p.m. Tuesday at Noblesville.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

It’s Andrea Garringer’s first
year at the helm of  the Patriots.

It’s Brenna Haines' fourth
year on the team.

The Patriots’ singles players
led both to a milestone section-
al title over the Indians.

The Jay County High School
girls tennis team made quick
work of  the Union City Indians
in the IHSAA Sectional 53
championship match as the sin-
gles players paved the path for a
4-1 victory that earned the
Patriots their fourth straight
sectional title.

“I was nervous seeing they’ve
won at least three years (in a
row),” said Garringer, who cap-
tured a sectional title in her
first season as Jay County’s
head coach. “The girls wanted a
fourth. I know that they wanted
this year pretty bad. They were
all very excited so this was my
big goal.”

The win earned Jay County
(9-6) the opportunity to travel to
Nobelsville on Tuesday to take
on the winner of  Sectional 54,
which features No. 20 Delta and
Muncie Burris, in the regional
opener.

Brenna Bailey and Maggie

Dillon did not waste any time
putting the Patriots on top.

Bailey blasted through the
No. 2 singles match in nearly 30
minutes. She didn’t often give
up more than one point in a
game to Elizabeth Prinkey in
the 6-0, 6-0 sweep.

Bailey capped off  the final
game against Prinkey with four
unanswered points that includ-
ed a forehand placed perfectly
on the left line and three mis-
takes by the UCHS junior.

Dillon only needed about 10
more minutes to take out Ash-
ley Garrett 6-0, 6-1 in the No. 3
singles contest.

The finishing blow came on a
ball that Dillon had to spring
back for and hit over her shoul-
der to even have a chance to
score. The ball had a lot of  arc
off  of  Dillon’s racquet causing
Garrett to misplay it off  the
bounce and leave it short of  the
net.

“I’m just being more aggres-
sive and placing my serves bet-
ter,” Dillon said. “(Assistant
coach) Donald (Gillespie)
helped me with that to get my
elbow back and not rocking
back-and-forth when I serve.
That helped me a lot.”

See All page 8

Bailey, Dillon and Haines lock up win for JC
in sectional championship against Union City

Dues leads
FRHS to

sectional title,
All-MAC

announced

Tribe
takes
down
Knights
in final

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

SPENCERVILLE, Ohio —
Trevor Heitkamp won two dis-
trict titles in 2023 and Mara
Pearson added another. Both of
them repeated in 2024.

A girls relay team and a
sprinter added one each to this
year’s total.

A girls distance runner added
two in the same races as
Heitkamp this year to give the
Indians a new total.

During the OHSAA Division
III district tournament hosted
by Spencerville on Friday, the
Fort Recovery High School
track teams combined for seven
district championships, beat-
ing out the 2019 squad’s six.

“I’m surprised and obviously
very happy with that,” FRHS
coach Christy Diller said. “You
never know going into these
things because time doesn’t
matter, it’s points and your
place, so you have to get every-
body onto that same mindset.

“Everybody showed up and
did exactly what they needed to
do today. It was a very good
day.”

The girls team repeated as the
runner-up in the district with 94
points. Minster ran away with
the district crown by scoring
132.66 points, while St. Henry
trailed the Indians with 66.

The boys bumped up a spot in
the standings from a year ago,
finishing eighth out of  15 teams
with 35 points, just one ahead
of  Lima Perry. Marion Local

(131) edged out Minster by
seven points for the top spot.

FRHS previously won six
events between the two teams in
2019 with top finishes coming
from Whitley Rammel (shot
put), Drew Muhlenkamp (400-
meter dash), Robby LeFevre (110
hurdles), the boys 4x100 relay
team, the boys 4x400 relay team
and Jared Timmerman (long
jump).

The Indians surpassed that
mark by one this year, in large
part because of  Heitkamp
repeating his victories in the
1,600 run and 3,200 run and
Natalie Brunswick matching
him.

Brunswick has run some
hotly contested races with vari-
ous Minster Wildcats through-
out the 2023 and ’24 seasons. On
Friday, Brunswick came out on
top in both races beating a pair
of  Wildcats.

“Honestly, it feels good
because I went into the race hav-
ing no expectations,”
Brunswick said. “I tried not to
worry about anything, because I
know Minster. They race with
your head and they’re very good
at it. So I tried to just go out and
just mind my own business and
act like they aren’t there.”

That mindset especially paid
off  in the 1,600 run. Brunswick
led a pack of  four girls that
included Minster’s Chaney
Cedarleaf  and Margaret Hem-
melgarn.

See Titles page 9

Tribe takes home seven district titles

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Natalie Brunswick, a senior on the Fort Recovery High School girls track team, looks
back to judge her lead on Minster’s Maria Niekamp during the 3,200-meter run Friday at the
OHSAA Division III district meet at Spencerville. Brunswick pulled away with about 500 meters
left in the race to claim her second district title with a time of 12 minutes, 0.56 seconds.


