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Jackie Frasher, 76, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  88 degrees Sunday.
The low was 61.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low of  70 with a slight chance
of  rain. There is a 50% chance
of  rain Wednesday with a high
in the lower 80s and winds
gusting to 30 miles per hour.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Indiana Department of
Transportation is seeking
comments on the Statewide
Transportation Improvement
Program Amendment. A map
of  planned projects is avail-
able at indot.in.gov. The dead-
line is May 23. Send comments
to draftstip@indot.in.gov.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls track team at
the sectional meet.

Friday — Coverage of  the
Jay County Redevelopment
Commission meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Leave an impact
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Fort Recovery High School’s Owen Knapke gets a hug after Sunday’s graduation ceremony at Fort Site Fieldhouse.
He was one of 77 FRHS students in the Class of 2024 who were encouraged to chase their own expectations, remember
the lessons they have learned thus far and seek to make a positive impact on the world.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Overcome pressure and rise
above expectations.

Remember lessons learned.
Serve others.
Those were the messages

shared Sunday as Fort Recov-
ery High School celebrated the
77 members of  its Class of  2024.

Valedictorian Carson Grube
addressed expectations, includ-
ing his own that he would not
be on the stage giving a speech
at the ceremony. (He said he
always felt it would be Trevor
Heitkamp, the salutatorian,
and Teigen Fortkamp, who as
class president delivered the
opening prayer.)

He said expectations from
parents, teachers and class-
mates can be stressful but, in
his case, they caused him to
work harder. 

Ultimately, though, he said
each individual’s own expecta-
tions rise above all others, and
he encouraged his classmates
to meet and exceed whatever
dreams for which they are
striving.

“Whether it be in college, the
workforce or the military, we
are all going to expect great
things out of  ourselves, our
family and our future,” he said.
“We will fail at times, but we
will get through the obstacles
that come our way.”

Heitkamp followed by
describing three lessons he and
his classmates have learned
over the years:

•The value of  practice — Via
working to learn Pythagorean
triples (any three positive inte-
gers that satisfy the Pythagore-
an theorem) with math teacher
Janice Osterloh

•The importance of  team-
work — Through their fresh-
man biology project to dissect a
frog, during which “strong-
willed” classmates teamed up
with the more “feint of  heart”
to achieve a common goal

•The importance of  gratitude
— By way of  appreciation for
all of  the teachers, administra-

tors, staff, parents, community
members and friends who have
supported them through the
years.

He encouraged his classmates
to remember those values as
they move forward in life.

“We all have our own unique
paths ahead, but we have a com-
mon path behind us,” Heitkamp
said. “No one knows what the
future holds, but what we do
know is that the Class of  2024
has a strong foundation rooted
in our communal values. …

“These are the lessons our
family, teachers and communi-
ty have taught us. These are the
lessons we will carry with us.”

See Impact page 2

Class of ’24 encouraged to overcome obstacles,
remember lessons and make a positive difference

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Dunkirk man has
been charged with dealing
fentanyl, resulting in a
man’s death.

Cody A. Brenner, 34, 317
E. North St., Dunkirk, was
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 1 felony
for knowingly or inten-
tionally delivering fen-
tanyl, which resulted in
the death of  Zachary Long
on Sept. 11.

Long, 26, Dunkirk, was
discovered by a 14-year-
old, identified in court
documents as M.N.

An autopsy was con-
ducted on Long’s remains
Oct. 26, indicating he died
from fentanyl exposure. A
toxicology report indicat-
ed he had a blood alcohol
level of  0.087%, as well as
ethanol, fentanyl and nor-
fentanyl in his body.

According to court doc-
uments, Brenner admitted
during an Oct. 24 inter-
view with police that he
dealt heroin to M.N. He
later told police his suppli-
er was Aaron Baker, who
was sentenced to 28 years
in Indiana Department of
Correction on April 26
after pleading guilty to
dealing methampheta-
mine, a Level 2 felony, and
being a habitual offender,
the documents say.

Brenner allegedly
admitted to getting $60
worth of  heroin on Sept.
10 — $30 worth for himself
and another $30 for M.N.

Court documents indi-
cated that Brenner said
Oct. 24 he didn’t know the
heroin he delivered to
M.N. would cause an over-
dose and he told police
“kids nowadays take a
bunch of  stuff  together.”
He said Long had pills and
other substances and reg-
ularly used opioids. He
told police M.N. men-
tioned Long had taken
Klonopin and had been
drinking. He said he didn’t
believe what he gave to
M.N. was what caused
Long’s overdose.

See Charged page 2

Fentanyl
incident

occurred in
September

By ARSALAN SHAHLA
and GOLNAR MOTEVALLI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi, widely seen as a candidate
to become the country’s next
supreme leader, was killed in a
helicopter crash on Sunday.

His death, along with that of
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian, was
announced by state media early
on Monday after rescuers spent
hours trying to locate and reach
the accident site in a mountain-
ous part of  north-western Iran.

Raisi was returning from an
event on the border with Azer-
baijan in a party of  three heli-
copters when his craft went
down with nine people on board,
all of  whom died. There was
dense fog in the region, making
conditions difficult for rescue
teams. Iranian TV showed a
crashed helicopter with only its

tail intact. The other two heli-
copters landed safely.

The 63-year-old president was
an ultraconservative cleric seen
as being in lockstep with
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who is in his mid-80s
and has the ultimate say over
Iran’s foreign and military strat-
egy. Raisi harbored a deep dis-
trust toward the U.S. and Israel
and worked to bolster Iran’s ties
with China and Russia.

In Iran, there is little open
debate about who Khamenei’s
eventual replacement may be.
But analysts and academics

close to the political establish-
ment had for some time men-
tioned both Raisi and
Khamenei’s son Mojtaba as top
contenders.

The crash comes at a time of
turmoil in the Middle East as
war rates in Gaza between Israel
and Hamas. The conflict has
edged Iran, which backs the
Islamist militant group, and
Israel closer to all-out conflict.
It’s led to other Tehran-support-
ed groups, including the Houthis
in Yemen and Shiite militias in
Iraq, to attack ships around the
Red Sea and U.S. bases.

Raisi killed in crash

Brenner
charged
in Long’s
death

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Azin Haghighi

Rescue team members search an area Monday near
the crash site of a helicopter carrying Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi in Varzaghan, in northwestern Iran. Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi was declared dead on May 20 after rescue
teams found his crashed helicopter in a fog-shrouded western
mountain region, sparking mourning in the Islamic republic.

Helicopter went down
Sunday in foggy conditions
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Jackie Frasher
July 29, 1947-May 3, 2024

It is with profound sadness
that we announce the passing of
our loving mother and grand-
mother, Jackie Kay Frasher, on
May 3, 2024. Surrounded by fam-
ily, she left this earth to join
Charlie, her husband of  52
years, and their son, Kyle, in
heaven.

Born on July 29, 1947, in Win-
chester, Indiana, Jackie married
the love of  her life, Charles
William Frasher, on Feb. 8, 1969.
She worked as a hairdresser in

her younger days
and later she
worked at Valley
Grove Elementary
while raising her
children. After
Tonya and Kyle
both graduated
from high school,
she worked for
Meijer for more than 20 years.

Known for her vivacious per-
sonality, she made friends wher-
ever she went. A farm girl at
heart, she kept an immaculate
home and loved to cook, but gar-
dening was her passion.

Family was everything to
Jackie. She treasured her chil-
dren and embraced every
moment with them and espe-
cially loved being a grand-
mother to Olivia and Tyler. A
person of  faith, she taught her
children strong values by
example.

Jackie is survived by her
daughter and son-in-law, Tonya
and Mitch DeSpain; her two
grandchildren, Olivia and
Tyler; her brothers, Jim (Judy)
Auker and William (CeeCee
Crandall) Auker; her brother-
in-law, Dave (Anita) Frasher;

her nephews and nieces, Brad
(Sam) Frasher, Andrew (April)
Frasher, Jeff  (Shannon) Auker,
Angie (Jeff) Covey, Ryan
(Theresa) Gray and Amanda
Gray; and 10 great-nieces and
great-nephews.

Forever in our hearts, she
will be dearly missed.

A visitation will be held on
Thursday, May 23, 2024, from 4
to 7 p.m. at Loose Funeral
Homes & Crematory, 200 W.
53rd St., Anderson. Visitation
will also be held on Friday,
May 24, 2024, from 10 to 11 a.m.
at Baird-Freeman Funeral

Home, 221 N. Meridian Street,
Portland, Indiana, with funer-
al services at 11 a.m.

Condolences may be shared
online at LooseCares.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Today
Collins, Joan: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Howell, Walter: 1 p.m.,
Meeker Avenue Church of
Christ, 3109 S. Meeker Ave.,
Muncie.

Wallace, Don: 6 p.m., Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Friday
Frasher, Jackie: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Call (260) 726-8141
or email

ads@thecr.com
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Obituaries

Frasher

Continued from page 1
Principal Ryan Steinbrunner, who

is finishing his first year at the high
school after previously serving as
middle school principal, built off  of
Heitkamp’s comments as he dis-
cussed not only those who have had
an impact on students’ lives thus far
but also those who will continue to
shape them in the years to come.

“Surround yourself  with people
who uplift you, who challenge you to
be better, who inspire you to reach
your full potential,” he said.

Steinbrunner talked about the
importance of  kindness, respect and
empathy in interactions with others.
He also touched on the importance of
community service, saying it teaches
humility, fosters gratitude and broad-
ens perspective.

“As you venture into the world
beyond school, I encourage you to
carry the spirit of  service with you,”
he said. “Look for opportunities to
contribute to your communities,
wherever you may find yourselves.
Understand that every act of  kind-
ness, no matter how small, has the
power to create a ripple effect, touch-
ing lives in ways you may never real-
ize.”

He encouraged them to embrace
challenges with confidence and said

the support of  Fort Recovery will
always be behind them.

“Remember your journey is not
just about personal achievement, it’s
about the impact you leave on the
hearts and minds of  those you

encounter,” Steinbrunner said. “In
this life, success is not measured by
the accolades you receive or the mate-
rial possessions you acquire. It is
measured by the positive difference
you make in the lives of  others.”

Unlawful possession
A Bryant woman was

arrested Friday for unlaw-
ful possession of  a syringe.

Morgan J. Smitley, 30, 407
E. Main St., was prelimi-
narily charged with a Level
6 felony for the alleged
crime. She was being held
on a $3,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.

Felony 
arrests

Pole hit
A Portland man lost control of  his

vehicle and hit a pole along county
road 700 East about 10:15 a.m. Sunday.

Hunter L. Lairson, 22, was driving
his 2020 Honda Civic south on the
road near its intersection with Indi-
ana 67. He told police he was driving
too fast, causing him to lose control
and drive off  the west side of  the
road. 

The pole is owned by American
Electric Power. Lairson’s vehicle
was towed, with damage estimated
between $10,000 and $25,000.

Avoiding ducks
A Portland man struck a pole

after he swerved off  county road 500
North to avoid hitting a flock of
ducks about 8:23 a.m. Friday.

Bryan E. Cline, 62, was driving a

1989 Ford F-600 west on the road
when the ducks ran into his path.
Cline told police he swerved to avoid
hitting the birds, causing him to
drive off  the north side of  the road
and into a utility pole owned by Jay
County REMC.

Damage is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000. The vehicle he was
driving is registered to Industrial
Commercial Service of  Portland.

Impact ...

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
However, during an

interview Oct. 26, Brenner
allegedly admitted M.N.
purchased a bag of  heroin
and fentanyl from him
near Broad Street in
Dunkirk. He admitted to
knowing what he gave

M.N. was a mixture of
heroin and fentanyl and
said “anymore it’s all
mixed together,” court doc-
uments say. He told police
Oct. 26 he did not know
M.N. planned to share the
drugs with Long.

M.N. told police Oct. 25

he purchased fentanyl
from Brenner on Sept. 10.
He said he let Long “snort a
line,” and after the heroin
Long crushed and snorted
a Xanax. After that, M.N.
said he left Long’s house.
He told police he tried to
reach Long later — M.N.

also overdosed that night
but emergency personnel
revived him — and discov-
ered he had died Sept. 11.

In Indiana, a Level 1
felony has a sentence
range between 20 to 40
years, with an advisory
sentence of  30 years

Charged ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Liberty Pohlman receives her diploma from school board
member Greg LeFevre during Sunday’s Fort Recovery High School
graduation ceremony at Fort Site Fieldhouse.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
Jay County Court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.49
June corn .................4.49
Wheat ......................5.73

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.56
June corn ................4.61
July corn .................4.51

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.51
June corn ................4.46
Beans ......................12.33

June beans ............12.33
Wheat ...................... 6.43

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.41
June corn ................4.43
Beans ......................12.31
June beans ............12.34
Wheat ......................6.33

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.44
June corn ................4.47
Beans ......................12.05
June beans ............12.15
Wheat ......................6.18

In 1792, Japan’s
Mount Unzen on the
Shimabara Peninsula
erupted, causing a tsuna-
mi that killed about
15,000 in the country’s
deadliest volcanic erup-
tion.

In 1881, Clara Barton
founded the American
Association of  the Red
Cross.

In 1940, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
vetoed a bill that would
have appropriated nearly
$110 million for rivers
and harbors, asserting
that the country should
be focusing on national
defense.

In 1970, the U.S.
National Guard was
mobilized to combat dis-
turbances at Ohio State
University.

In 1972, Michelange-
lo’s Pietá, his sculpture
of  the Virgin Mary sup-
porting the dead body of
Jesus, was attacked and
damaged in St. Peter’s

Basilica, Vatican City.
In 2007, the Jay Coun-

ty High School softball
team knocked off  Tipton
2-1 in the opening round
of  the sectional tourna-
ment. Shae Keller went
the distance pitching for
the win and Trisha
Champ finished 2-for-3
with both Patriot RBIs.

In 2012, Ben Dues was
tabbed as the new princi-
pal for Bloomfield Ele-
mentary School replac-
ing the retiring Dan Hoff-
man and Erica Tomano
was named principal of
Judge Haynes Elemen-
tary School to replace
Trent Paxson, who was
moving to a new role as
teacher evaluation coor-
dinator.

In 2021, the Jay Coun-
ty High School baseball
team defeated New
Haven 7-2. Josh Dowlen
led the Patriots with a
double, two singles and
an RBI.

—The CR

CR almanac

83/58 76/56 78/58 82/62 80/65
There’s a

50% chance
of thunder-
storms on
Wednesday
along with
wind gusts up
to 30 mph.

Mostly
sunny on
Sunday, when
the high will
be around 80
degrees.

Saturday
has a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms. The
high will be
82.

Thursday
has a 20%
chance of
showers. Oth-
erwise, mostly
sunny, with a
high of 76.

Another
chance (40%)
of rain, when
the high
should be in
the mid to
upper 70s.

Wednesday
5/22

Thursday
5/23

Friday
5/24 

Saturday
5/25

Sunday
5/26

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $88
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$421 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-5-2
Daily Four: 2-1-0-4
Evening
Daily Three: 0-9-4
Daily Four: 7-0-2-7
Quick Draw: 1-3-5-10-

13-17-22-23-29-30-36-38-47-

49-53-59-68-69-75-78
Cash 5: 6-7-8-19-42
Estimated jackpot:

$506,500

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-3-9
Pick 4: 4-0-6-3
Pick 5: 0-9-7-9-9
Evening
Pick 3: 6-0-1
Pick 4: 2-5-4-5
Pick 5: 6-5-2-5-2
Rolling Cash 5: 8-13-19-

25-33
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-

come.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —

Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

JAY COUNTY REPUBLI-
CANS — Will meet at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, May 22, at John
Jay Center for Learning.
Precinct committeemen
and vice committeemen,
candidates, elected officials
and supporters are encour-
aged to attend.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the

second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addition that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay

County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating

should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

on SAVINGS

INSIDEINSIDE

Run a quarter-page
color ad in all four
of our newspapers

The Commercial Review (Portland), the News Gazette
(Winchester), The News-Times (Hartford City) and The News and

Sun (Dunkirk)

for $475.

Space for color is limited.
Ads will automatically convert to black and white

if color space is not available.

Rates do not apply to special sections
Ads must run in May

Call (260) 726-8141 or email
ads@thecr.com

Make your business
grow with 3x6 specials

Run all of the following
Three 3x6 ads in The Commercial Review

Two 3x6 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x6 ad in The News Times

One 3x6 ad in The News and Sun

for $400

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I have been married for 10 years,
together for 12. We have no chil-
dren together, but I have four
from a previous marriage. Two
are grown and have moved out;
two are still home and in high
school. 

When we got together, my hus-
band stepped right up and
became a wonderful stepdad. He
has always been a provider, a lis-
tener, an advice giver, friend, etc.
He is the epitome of  a great dad
and husband. My family loves
him, and I love him with my
whole heart. 

There is just one small prob-
lem that has recurred through-
out our marriage. Abby, he told
me several years ago that he had
stopped smoking marijuana, yet
many times over the years I have
caught him sneaking around to
do it. If  I ask him about it, he lies
to my face and insists that no, he

doesn’t. I don’t ask unless I have
seen it or have found some some-
where. 

We live in a state where recre-
ational use is legal, so it’s not the
smoking that really bothers me
— it’s the lying. I don’t partake,
so I guess I don’t understand, but
how can I get him to see that I
need him to be honest with me? I
can’t accept being lied to, espe-
cially over something so stupid.
— MIFFED IN MICHIGAN

DEAR MIFFED: Your hus-
band may lie because he
knows how you feel about his

smoking, and he wants to
avoid conflict. Since you have
caught him in the act, his
unwillingness to fess up
shows a lack of  character
and, I’m sorry to say, a ten-
dency to gaslight you, and I
don’t blame you for being
upset. 

There are few ways more
effective in eroding trust than
to do what you say he has
been doing. That is why it is
important the two of  you
have an HONEST discussion
about his pot smoking —
either at home or in the office
of  a licensed family thera-
pist.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I recently moved to a new city. I
have made friends here, and we
have great neighbors. I have
become close with several of  the
women, but my husband has not

made any buddies. When I try to
create opportunities for him to
get closer to the guys, he reacts
by saying, “How dare you!” or
“What makes you think I need
help?” 

When I want some girl time
with my friends, he gets mad
and accuses me of  not wanting
him around and excluding him
from my life. I can’t seem to
make him understand that
women need girl time for our
own mental health, and it is not
about him. Help, please! — SAD
AND TRAPPED

DEAR SAD: Most women
need women friends, so
please don’t isolate yourself
in an attempt to placate your
husband. If  he thinks that by
hanging around with you and
your women friends he is fill-
ing what’s missing in his
social life, he needs a wake-up
call. Whether you want him

around during those visits or
not, the feelings of  the other
women should be considered. 

Did your husband have
male friends in your former
town? I suspect not, which
may be why he continues to
be so dependent on you now.
Unless he is willing to make
the effort, you can’t fix his
social problems. Encouraging
him to develop hobbies and
interests of  his own may
help, and volunteering in
your new community might
introduce him to other men
he can bond with. Please sug-
gest it.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

It’s getting difficult to
keep up. And she’s not
even mobile yet.

Baby Schanz is about
two months old now, and
she’s changing daily.

She recently started
tracking movements with
her eyes, which are still a
blue/brown combo and
sparking a heated debate
between her parents as to
whose eyes she’ll have. (I
have vibrant blue eyes,
Chrissy’s are brown. We
both want her to have our
respective eyes.)

She’s started to mimic
sounds — the long-O
sound is her favorite —
and her “coos” are becom-
ing more prominent. Even
while sleeping.

The day she was born
she was lifting her head,

and since then her neck
has only gotten stronger.
Although she’s yet not
able to fully keep her head
upright and control those
muscles, we don’t have to
support her head as much
when we hold her any-
more.

Perhaps the most notice-
able change, though, is the
rate in which she’s going
through clothes.

We don’t expect her to
be tall. After all, I’m 5-foot-
8, and Chrissy is 4-foot-
11.5. However, our daugh-
ter is growing like a weed.

When we brought her
home from the hospital,
we didn’t have any clothes
that fit her. We didn’t
expect her, at exactly one
week “premature,” to be
in preemie clothes. We cer-
tainly didn’t have diapers
small enough to fit her
either. Therefore, we had
to scramble to find time to
buy the proper size of
both.

Her time in the preemie
clothes was short-lived.

So, too, it seems, was her
time in newborn attire.
Granted, newborn-sized
clothes aren’t standard
from one brand to the
next. For example, Old
Navy’s newborn clothes
are smaller than Carter’s.
We’re learning Carter’s
tends to run a little on the
larger side, and the sizing

of  Honest Baby Clothing
is anything but honest —
we have a preemie outfit
which is still way too big.

Items sized 0-3 seem to
be a bit of  a crapshoot.
One day they’re too big.
The next they fit perfectly
and then in the blink of  an
eye they’re too small. The
3-month items are starting
to fit her, but again it’s a
crapshoot depending on
the brand.

When it comes to dia-
pers, she’s between sizes.
The newborns are too
small, yet Size 1 are just a
wee too big at this point.

It’s a race against time.
We’ve bought cute clothes
we want her to wear, but
there seems to be no
telling as to when she’ll
grow out of  them. The
most problematic issue,

we’re finding, is the
clothes become too small
in length before they’re
too small in girth. 

Maybe she’ll be tall after
all? We obviously don’t
know yet. The only expla-
nation is that she’d get it
from my late father, who
was above 6 feet tall. (I
have an older brother
who’s a family anomaly;
he’s 6-foot-6). Chrissy’s
parents are both my
height, so if  Baby Schanz
grows taller than her par-
ents, it sure won’t come
from her mom’s side of
the family.

The clothes she has, and
will, grow out of  won’t go
to waste. We started keep-
ing the items we like the
best in hopes of  repurpos-
ing them — into a blanket,
other clothes, whatever —

rather than just donate
them. While Baby Schanz
will only be able to
remember them through
photos and videos, they
hold sentimental value to
us so we want to hang on
to them.

It’s hard to believe my
daughter is 2 months old
already. It seems like yes-
terday we brought her
home. 

Until the day she stops
growing, we’ll constantly
be chasing the right-sized
clothes. 

I just hope we can keep
up.

••••••••••
Schanz is a former CR

Sports Editor embarking on
a new journey as a father.
You can reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.c
om.

Dear
Abby

Parental
Ponderings

Baby’s growth leaves parents behind

Husband likes to get high but lies about it
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Early this month, the White
House unveiled new rules to
more quickly reach asylum
denials for people considered
national security and public
safety threats, something of  a
prelude for more expansive
expected restrictions.

Ultimately, this policy will
have limited impact, and it’s
sure not to satisfy anyone, nei-
ther the hawks calling on Presi-
dent Joe Biden to more fully
adopt his predecessor’s extreme
stance, nor the advocates who
have been disappointed by the
president’s refusal to fully step
back from the Trump-era
dynamics. Whatever the out-
come, it should not be a system
run through the whims of  the
current executive. Congress,
having tried and failed to pass a

limited border bill earlier this
year, seems content to abdicate
this responsibility, only to be
pulled out as an electoral cudg-
el, never to be fixed.

Meanwhile we’re squander-
ing time and talent, as business-
es clamor for labor and innova-
tion and migrants find their
way to costly city shelters as
opposed to being integrated
into the economy and reversing
population declines in towns
and cities across the country.
The can gets kicked down fur-
ther, and everyone loses.

The most damaging thing is
the persistent myth that this
has to be all or nothing. Either
we have some sort of  immoral
and illegal absolute border clo-
sure, abandoning our princi-
ples and obligations to the peo-
ple so aptly described by the
Statue of  Liberty, or we have no
process, no restrictions, no
standards. This belief  is both
wrong and incredibly persist-
ent, poisoning the dialogue and
standing in the way of  mean-
ingful reform, which all parties
claim to want.

We do not have to remake the
wheel. The bipartisan border
deal that collapsed in Congress
in February had had a lot not to
like, including the reinstate-
ment of  a version of  the always
misguided Title 42 restriction.
However, there were worth-
while elements that should be

resuscitated, notably an effort
to take many new asylum
claims out of  the slow and con-
frontational setting of  the
immigration courts and place
them in an internal agency
process, where trained govern-
ment personnel would evaluate
the applications like they
already do for countless other
immigration matters.

Applicants would either
quickly get approvals or quick-
ly get denials, which could then
be appealed to another panel of
experts. Faster resolutions help
everyone: those who qualify for
protections can receive them
expeditiously, giving them run-
way to begin their new lines in
the United States without the
unstable limbo of  drawn-out
removal proceedings. Those
who do not aren’t left to start
building lives here only to, in a

year or two, have the rug pulled
out from under them.

There are real questions to be
hammered out around how to
speed things up without infring-
ing on due process, and there
are structural obstacles like a
widespread shortage of  attor-
neys who can take on these
often complicated cases. These
considerations must be taken
into account in order for us to
avoid the worst-case scenario of
sending people back to danger.

But these are not insur-
mountable obstacles, certainly
not for a nation with the
resources, breadth and ingenu-
ity of  the United States — the
very qualities that many immi-
grants are both seeking and
have contributed to. In all but
giving up, Congress shows they
have less grit than the immi-
grants they’re failing.

Congress gives up on immigration

By CLAUDE
CUMMINGS JR.
OtherWords

Nearly a third of  Ameri-
cans who don’t have broad-
band say the reason is
because it costs too much
— and unfortunately, Con-
gress is prepared to let that
figure rise dramatically.

Lawmakers have yet to
renew funding for the fed-
eral government’s Afford-
able Connectivity Pro-
gram, or ACP, which is
being rolled back as of
today and will fully come to
an end in coming weeks
unless Congress takes
action. Through the ACP,
more than 23 million
households have received
either reduced bills or
effectively free internet
service.

The shutdown of  the
ACP will hurt communi-
ties of  color the most, with
over 30 percent of  Black
families lacking home
internet, and rural commu-
nities as well.

Affordable internet
access isn’t just about surf-
ing the web or scrolling
social media. High-speed
broadband is a gateway to
education, job opportuni-
ties, health care, and so
much more. By taking this
important program away
from low-income families,
Congress is not only driv-
ing up costs for an already
vulnerable population, but
potentially taking away
their educational, employ-
ment, and economic oppor-
tunities as well.

If  Congress is serious
about both closing the digi-
tal divide and achieving
racial equity, it will have to
act now to keep the ACP up
and running.

Launched in 2021 as part
of  the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, the ACP has
been a resounding success,
not only for helping fami-
lies across the country
afford reliable connectivity,
but in incentivizing inter-
net service providers to
build it.

Too often, low-income
and rural communities are
overlooked by providers
when they determine
where to upgrade and
expand high-speed service
because they are viewed as
a customer base who can-
not afford it. Thanks to the
ACP, these communities
have become empowered
customers — and internet
service providers are now
building strong, long-last-
ing connections to previ-
ously unserved and under-
served areas.

My union, the Communi-
cations Workers of  Ameri-
ca, represents tens of  thou-
sands of  broadband work-

ers who are building and
maintaining this nation-
wide network. They’re
speaking with families and
community members
every day, hearing stories
about unaffordable inter-
net services and bad con-
nectivity. And they’ve seen
the direct benefits of  the
ACP in our cities, suburbs,
and rural areas.

Like when the federal
government built electrici-
ty to everyone, ACP is an
investment in critical serv-
ices and jobs that’s brought
millions of  Americans who
were previously being left
behind into the 21st Centu-
ry. It’s a critical part of  sup-
porting Black, brown, and
rural families and address-
ing economic inequality.

Losing the ACP wouldn’t
only cut off  these families
— it would undercut the
financial viability of  net-
works being planned under
the Infrastructure Act’s
broadband deployment
funding, causing providers
to build less and leave more
people behind. Affordable
connectivity is truly one of
the most important and
most overlooked racial and
economic justice issues of
our time.

Discontinuing the ACP is
an attack on the ability of
communities of  color and
rural communities to
access health care, online
education, and better job
opportunities, and would
be a huge step backwards
for our country. Hundreds
of  thousands of  Americans
could lose access to the life-
saving services they need,
from telehealth to remote
work and online education.

Despite the success of
the ACP, its bipartisan
appeal, and the widespread
need for affordable connec-
tivity, Congress has not
been able to move forward
on funding for the pro-
gram. We need our law-
makers to treat the inter-
net as the essential
resource that it is, and use
our public dollars to help
bridge the racial and eco-
nomic gaps that may keep
people offline.

••••••••••
Cummings  is president

of  the Communications
Workers of  America union. 

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Don’t let Congress
widen digital divide

By BROOKE D. ANDERSON
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

Before I became the president
of  Pivotal Ventures, I spent most of
my career in national security. In my
roles at the United Nations, the White
House and the State Department, I
had the chance to work on big, auda-
cious challenges with teams I deeply
respected and admired. But as much
as I valued my colleagues, I was also
conscious of  who was missing from
the rooms where decisions were
made. It was not unusual over my
long career to find myself  the only
woman in the room — or one of  only
a few.

Unfortunately, women’s underrep-
resentation in those rooms probably
made us less effective. Research
makes clear that peace agreements
are longer-lasting and more durable
when women help make them.

We are missing opportunities
across many other aspects of  Ameri-
can life, too. Women hold less than
one-third of  the jobs in the technical
workforce, about one-third of  elected
offices, and approximately one-sixth
of  check-writing positions in venture
capital — and in every case, women
of  color are even more underrepre-
sented than white women.

In other words, the power centers
that will do the most to determine the
future are mired in the past. If
women were proportionately repre-
sented in these areas, our technology
would be more innovative, our poli-
tics would engage a whole new range
of  issues, and our companies would
serve the needs of  many more cus-
tomers.

That’s why, at Pivotal, we see
expanding women’s power and influ-
ence not as a single issue but rather
as a prerequisite to progress on more
or less every issue. We believe dis-
mantling barriers to equality for
women of  all backgrounds will spark
widespread social progress. And if
equal representation benefits every-
one, then it means that there are a lot

of  potential allies for our work,
including people who don’t currently
think of  themselves as advocates for
women.

Last summer, at the Summit on
Resilient and Enduring
Democracy, our team joined other
donors who care deeply about pro-
tecting our political system in these
polarizing times. Ultimately, we can’t
have a thriving, healthy, active
democracy if  we don’t have equal rep-
resentation. And, if  we don’t have a
democracy that is fair, transparent,
and welcoming, it’s going to be hard-
er and harder for women to partici-
pate fully. Women need the democra-
cy movement, and the democracy
movement needs women. We’re now
convening regularly with the Democ-
racy Funders Network to support a
broad-based movement built on
shared priorities such as combating
dis- and misinformation and protect-
ing the safety of  candidates, election
workers and officeholders.

Similarly, partners in our caregiv-
ing portfolio are helping to roll out
the historic provision in the 2023 fed-
eral CHIPS and Science Act that
requires employers who receive fund-
ing under the act to provide child care
to their workers. Plenty of  people
who don’t think of  themselves as
champions for women’s rights
endorse child care for other reasons
— for instance, because they want to
promote economic growth. Indeed,
equality and economic growth go
hand in hand, and when advocates for
both priorities work together to
implement an important policy, that’s
success.

Finally, we recently celebrated the

fifth anniversary of  Reboot Repre-
sentation, a coalition of  tech compa-
nies created in 2018 to double the
number of  Black, Latina, and Native
American women receiving comput-
ing degrees by 2025. These compa-
nies are in the business of  develop-
ing and selling technologies, not pro-
moting social justice, but they know
that more-diverse engineering talent
is better for their long-term
prospects. Reboot includes Google
and Microsoft, Dell and HP — a lot of
companies that compete against
each other — so our value-add,
besides modest operational funding,
was to provide a neutral venue to
help them come together. Now
they’re sharing data, discovering
best practices, and investing mil-
lions of  dollars in programming.
Reboot’s goal is on track, and the
tech industry is a few steps closer to
reflecting the people who use its
products and services.

I’m not exactly breaking new
ground by calling for holistic think-
ing and creative collaborations, but
as social-change grant makers and
nonprofits, we’re working against
perverse incentives, resource scarci-
ty, zero-sum thinking, and other
traps that make it hard to build part-
nerships. These examples help me
imagine what’s possible if  more of
us resolved to share ideas, forge
stronger links, and merge agendas.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was onto
something when she said, “Women
belong in all the places where deci-
sions are being made.”
They belong there, and we need them
there. Whether it’s national security,
technology, politics, finance … you
name it, decisions made in rooms
that matter are smarter and better
when women help make them.

••••••••••
Anderson is president of  Pivotal

Ventures, an investment and incuba-
tion company founded by Melinda
French Gates to advance social
progress. She has served as a U.S.
ambassador at the United Nations.

Put women in the rooms
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

A local doctor has been nomi-
nated for a state award.

Dr. Edward Hosbach II of  Mer-
cer Health Medical Group in
Fort Recovery and St. Henry is a
nominee for the Ohio Hospital
Association’s Albert E. Dyckes
Health Care Worker of  the Year
Award.

“Dr. Hosbach is recognized by
peers for his commitment to the
profession, by his community for
his dedicated service and by his
patients as a genuine, compas-
sionate caregiver,” reads his
nomination letter. “In addition to
his practices in Ft. Recovery and
St. Henry, Dr. Hosbach has served
as Chief  Medical Officer for
EverHeart Hospice for the past 33
years, team doctor for Fort
Recovery and St. Henry high
schools and a board member for
the Mercer County Health Dis-
trict. He is an active member and
past president of  the Ohio
ACOFP (American College of
Osteopathic Family Physicians).
In 2022, Dr. Hosbach was awarded
the Ohio ACOFP Distinguished
Service Award … A patient of  Dr.
Hosbach summarizes by saying,
‘He has a big, joyful heart.’”

Hosbach was inducted into the
Fort Recovery Hall of  Fame last
year. His volunteer work includes
time with the Fort Recovery
Local Schools athletics depart-
ment, Fort Recovery Chamber of
Commerce, Fort Recovery
Friends of  the Arts and Fort
Recovery Historical Society.

Cutting the ribbons
Jay County Chamber of  Com-

merce will host ribbon-cutting
ceremonies at 6:30 p.m. tonight at
Jay County Historical Museum
and noon Thursday at Cross-
Roads Financial Federal Credit
Union.

In addition to the ribbon-cut-
ting for upgrades at the museum,
there will be a short presentation
about changes that have been
made at the facility. The museum

is located at 903 E. Main St., Port-
land.

The ceremony at CrossRoads
will be to celebrate the installa-
tion of  its new ATM. The credit
union is located at 1102 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

Firm donates
Cargill recently donated $30,000

to the Grand Event Center project
at Mercer County Fairgrounds.

The funding will go toward
developing the new venue to
serve for events and gatherings.
For details, visit MCGrandEvent-
Center.com.

"We are thrilled to receive this
generous donation from Cargill,
which will play a vital role in
advancing the Grand Event Cen-
ter project,” said Mercer County
Fair manager Cara Muhlenkamp
in a press release. “With Phase 1
completed, this contribution pro-
pels us towards Phase 2, as we
continue to raise sponsorship dol-
lars to realize our vision for this
community space."

LIFT to meet
The Next LIFT Jay event is

scheduled for 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, May 28, in the John Jay
Cafe, 101 S. Meridian St. Portland.

Licensed mental health coun-
selor Brooke Aker will be the
guest speaker.

Registration is $18 for chamber
members and $23 for non-mem-
bers and includes a meal. To reg-
ister, go to
jaycountychamber.com or visit
the chamber’s Facebook page.

IYI hosting
Indiana Youth Institute will

host a Coffee and Connections
event in Portland in June.

Outreach manager Dawn Huff
of  Indiana Youth Institute will be
available from 10 a.m. to noon on
Wednesday, June 112, in room 203
at John Jay Center for Learning.
She will have information about
resources Indiana Youth Institute
has available for those who work
with youth.

Attendees will also be provided
free coffee from Bizy Dips.

To register, visit bit.ly/FuelJay.
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Programs ranked
The Broadcast Education Asso-

ciation recently ranked Ball State
University among its top 10 for
creative achievement in its rank-
ings for excellence in media.

BSU’s College of  Communica-
tion, Information and Media
placed seventh out of  more than
90 institutions in the Broadcast
Education Association 2024 Top
Winning Overall Programs. It
was second for Top Winning
Sports Programs and eighth for
Top Winning Documentary Pro-
grams.

“Our students continually
impress me,” said Suzy Smith,
department chair and associate
professor of  the department of
media. “The faculty of  the
Department of  Media are very
proud of  the work our students
do, and this recognition from the
Broadcast Education Association
shows that our students are
among the best of  the best.”

Grants announced
Dollar General Literacy Foun-

dation recently announced more
than $10.6 million in grants to
support adult, family and sum-
mer literacy programs.

Each year, the foundation
awards grants to schools, public
libraries and nonprofit organiza-
tions within a 15-mile radius of  a
Dollar General store or distribu-
tion center to help implement or

expand existing literacy pro-
grams. Among the programs
receiving grants in Indiana were
Boys & Girls Clubs of  Wayne
County Indiana; Amigos, The
Richmond Latino Center; White-
water Adult Education of  Con-
nersville; and Marion communi-
ty Schools.

“We believe individuals of  all
ages deserve access to a quality
education, and the Dollar Gener-
al Literacy Foundation is thrilled
to support thousands of  learners
across the country as they enrich
their lives with literacy and edu-
cation,” said Denine Torr, execu-
tive director of  the Dollar Gener-
al Literacy Foundation, in a
press release. “We hope these
funds provide resources needed
to positively change students’
lives …”

Named director
The board of  directors for Visit

Muncie has selected LaShanta
Vaughn as the organization’s new
executive director.

Vaughn joins Visit Muncie, for-
merly known as Muncie Visitors
Bureau, after serving as director
of  sales at Horizon Convention
Center in Muncie. She was previ-
ously Horizon’s sales manager.

Brand launched
CVS last week announced the

launch of  its new Well Market
brand.

The new brand features snacks,
beverages and groceries, begin-
ning with 40 items. The existing
Gold Emblem and Big Chill prod-
uct lines will also become part of
the Well Market brand.

“Our goal at CVS Health is to
be the most consumer-centric
health care solutions company,”
said CVS chief  merchandising
officer Musab Balbale in a press
release. Through this reposition-
ing and expansion of  our food
and beverage portfolio, we are
doing more by providing new
nutritious options our customers

crave. From the easy-to-under-
stand packaging to the delicious
snacks themselves, our cus-
tomers can feel great about con-
suming Well Market products as
part of  their individual wellness
goals.”

Drive ends Friday
A bank with local branches

will hold a drive in an effort to
help improve financial literacy.

First Financial Bank’s book
drive is scheduled through May
24 at various area locations.

The bank will accept donations
of  books at its locations at:

•112 N. Meridian St., Portland
•211 W. Pearl St., Union City
•101 W. Washington St., Hart-

ford City
Following the drive, books will

be delivered to area schools,
libraries and non-profit organiza-
tions in the community.

“This will be a fun drive for
everyone involved, and we’re
looking forward to filling every
one of  these book bins,” said
First Financial chief  corporate
responsibility officer Roddell
McCullough in a press release.
“Reading and financial literacy
often go hand in hand, so this is
an opportunity to team up with
the community to help our neigh-
bors improve their financial well-
being.”

A list of  recommended books
on finance will be available in
each financial center. First Finan-
cial also offers tools and
resources at bankatfirst.com. 

Adding item
McDonald’s has added the

Grandma McFlurry to its menu.
The new item features vanilla

ice cream with a blend of  syrup
and crunchy candy pieces. It will
be available for a limited time.

••••••••••
Does your business have news to

share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Hosbach nominated for state honor
Business
roundup

FCC
awarded

FCC (Indiana) was
the winner of the
United Way of Jay
County’s Lee G. Hall
Beneficence Award.
The industry held an
employee campaign
that helped United Way
of Jay County surpass
its annual campaign
goal for 2023-24.
Pictured, from left, are
Stacie Paxson and
Hiroyuki Saruta of FCC,
Jane Ann Runyon of
United Way of Jay
County, and Jeff Bailey
and Brad Stultz of FCC.

Photo provided



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

UNION CITY COMMU-
NITY wide Garage Sales
May 23rd-25th follow us
on facebook -Union City
Community Wide
Garage Sales- IN. Maps
available May 15th.  

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 4518 N SR 1,

Pennville IN
Saturday Morning May

25, 2024
9:30 A.M.

CARS-TRACTORS-
MOWERS-ENGINES-
HOUSEHOLD-OLD

ITEMS
2009 Chevrolet Impala 4
door car 77,829 miles;
1952 Farmall Super C
tractor; `1949 Ferguson
T20 tractor; Yard Man
Lawn Bird tractor

mower; Case 210
mower; Jacobsen
mower; Wheelhorse
mower; Craftsman 30”
riding lawn mower; other
lawn mower frames &
parts; several small gas
engines; Rock Island
engine; (2) McCormick

Deering 1 1/2 hp
engines; Fairbanks
Morse 3 hp engine;

McCormick Deering 3 hp
enigine; Wisconsin
engines; Craftsman
grinders; Toro snow
thrower; Craftsman
Table saw; Black &

Decker electric mower;
Craftsman table saw;
roto tiller; hammer mill;
Craftmans scroll saw;

galvanized bucket; hand
tools; curio cabinet;
Nascar memorabilia;

early 1900’s Jay County
plat book; Carnival

Glass; cookware; yard
decorations; Griswold
tea kettle; and many
other items not listed. 
RICHARD MONROE,

DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY JUNE 1ST,
2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: Bob Schmit
Memorial Building - Jay
County Fairgrounds E

Votaw St.
Portland, IN.

COINS-GOLD JEWEL-
RY

1795 and 1796 Silver
dollars; (4) 1oz Silver
bars; (5) 1oz slugs; Sil-
ver quarters and proofs;
2007 10oz silver dollar;
Mercury dimes; Buffalo
and war nickels; Coin
collector books; Indian,
wheat, and steel pen-
nies; Red seal $2 bills;
Chicago Bears and
other gold rings; 2.5

gram gold necklace; 12k
pageant necklace.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS
Arrow heads; stamp col-
lection; 1997 Alaska
State Fair belt buckle;
JD toys and gas pump;
MItsubishi baby grand
piano; JD LX 172 14HP
mower with 38” cut;
Craftsman 24” snow-
blower; Craftsman 7.5”
table saw; Fishing poles
and tackle. Several
items not mentioned.
OWNER: Rose Snow
and Shreves Family

TERMS: CASH-GOOD
CHECK-CREDIT CARD
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 
ALBANY DOWN-
STAIRS 1 bedroom
includes utilities, $550
per month plus deposit.
Must have references.
765-730-2087 or 765-
716-0449  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR
190 FARMERS

COLUMN

Public Notice
The following manufactured
home will be offered for sale at
public auction in conformity
with IC 26-1-2-328 and IC 26-1-7-
210: 1995 Fleetwood VIN# IN-
FLS76A08964AT13 with the
owner of record being Jesse L.
and Jan M. Foster.  The auction
will be held on Friday, June 7,
2024, at 4:00 p.m. ET at the Free-
dom Village MHC Entrance, 410
E. Max Dr., Pennville, IN 47369.
CR 5-21,29-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TERMINAL APRON EXPANSION
PORTLAND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

PORTLAND, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
Sealed proposals will be received by the Portland Board of Aviation Commissioners, "Owner", at the
Office of the Airport Manager, Portland Municipal Airport, 661 W. CR 100 N., Portland, IN  47371, until
11:00 a.m. (local time), on the 18th day of June, 2024 and then will be publicly opened and read aloud
at the Portland Municipal Airport.  Any bids received later than 11:00 a.m. will be returned unopened. 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Work for which proposals are to be received is for aircraft apron expansion
at the Portland Municipal Airport including excavation, stone base, concrete pavement, pavement
markings, grading, seeding, and necessary incidentals to complete the work as detailed on the Contract
Drawings and specified in the Contract Documents titled Terminal Apron Expansion.  The contractor
shall provide all labor, equipment, and material necessary to complete the work.  All work is located
at the Portland Municipal Airport.
BID DOCUMENTS:  Copies of the Specifications and Contract Documents may be obtained at the of-
fice of Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46240, call
317-713-4615 or email LHalloran@BFSEngr.com.  Copies of the documents are available for examining
at the airport, BXIndiana Construction League, 1028 Shelby Street, Indianapolis, Indiana; and the on-
line planrooms of Dodge Data and Analytics, ISQFT/ConstructConnect™, BidTool and at the office of
Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46240.  
Copies of the bid documents will be made available through one of the following methods:

- as digital files made available to the planholder for download at no cost 
- as hard copies picked up at the office of the Engineer upon remittance of $125

This remittance is not refundable.  Payment shall be by money order or check and shall be made
payable to Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc.  Bidders are required to be a plan holder of record hav-
ing obtained the contract documents through the office of the Engineer.  Bids not meeting this re-
quirement will be deemed non-responsive.
Bids shall be properly executed and addressed to the address shown above where bids are to be re-
ceived together with the documents required by the bid forms, specifications, and related legal docu-
ments contained in the Contract Documents.
No Bidder may withdraw his proposal within a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days following
the date set for the receiving of bids.  The Owner reserves the right to retain any and all bids for a pe-
riod of not more than one hundred and twenty (120) days and said bid shall remain in full force and ef-
fect during said time.  The Owner further reserves the right to waive informalities and to award the Con-
tract to any Bidder all to the advantage of the Owner or to reject all bids.
BID SECURITY:  A bid bond with good and sufficient surety issued by a company licensed to do busi-
ness in the State of Indiana or a certified check on a solvent bank equal to five percent (5%) of the to-
tal bid insuring that if the bid is accepted, a contract will be entered into and the performance of its
proposal secured.
BONDS:  A Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the amount of 100 percent of the Contract
price will be required.
FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Trans-
portation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-assisted programs
of the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it will
affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin in consideration
for an award.

1. The proposed contract is under and subject to Executive Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965,
equal opportunity clause, and to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
2. The Bidder must supply all the information required by the bid or proposal form.

INDIANA REQUIREMENTS:  Each bid shall be accompanied by bidder’s financial statement, a state-
ment of experience, a proposed plan or plans for performing the public work, and the equipment that
bidder has available for the performance of the public work.  Such statements shall be submitted on
forms prescribed by the State Board of Accounts, including Bid Forms 96, together with the required
non-collusion affidavit.
Wage rates on the project shall not be less than the prescribed scale of wages as determined in accor-
dance with the most recent Wage Rate Decision of the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor; all
acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto.
A pre-bid conference will be held in the terminal at the Portland Municipal Airport on June 10, 2024,
at 10:00 a.m.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids and to waive any formalities in the bidding
procedure. 

PORTLAND BOARD OF AVIATION COMMISSIONERS, PORTLAND, IN
CR 5-21,29-2024-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys golf tri-meet –
4:30 p.m.; Girls tennis regional at
Noblesville – 5:30 p.m.; Girls track
regional at Pike – 6 p.m.; Softball sec-
tional opener at Delta – 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Recovery — Track regional meet

at Troy – 7:30 p.m.; Baseball district
opener vs. Parkway at Coldwater – 7:30
p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:40 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres
at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7:40 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at

Chicago Cubs (TBS)
8 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Indiana Pac-

ers at Boston Celtics (ESPN)

Wednesday
1:15 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles

at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres

at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
8 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Florida Pan-

thers at New York Rangers (ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Dallas

Mavericks at Minnesota Timberwolves
(TNT)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

The annual City of Portland Mayor’s
Golf Outing has been scheduled for Fri-

day, June 14, at Portland Golf Club.
Registration for the event will be held

from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the
day of the outing. A meal will also be
provided for the four-person teams at
this time. Registration is limited to the
first 20 teams and must be completed
by June 10 and submitted to 321 N.
Meridian St., emailing
mayorsoffice@thecityofportland.net or

calling (260) 726-9395.
Golfing will begin with a shotgun start

at noon. Those interested can also
sponsor the event. It cost $150 to spon-
sor a hole, $200 to sponsor a team and
a meal or $300 for to sponsor a team, a
meal and hole sponsorship.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Cade Meade got the Rock-

ets on the board with a
bases-loaded walk in the
first inning of  the win. Joel
Kennedy later blasted a solo
home run to reach the final
score.

Tournament win
FORT WAYNE — Katie

Rowles, a sophomore at Jay
County, won the under-16
USA Wrestling Central
Regional Championship on

Saturday at Allen County
War Memorial Coliseum.

Katie took down Ann
Porter of  California, the
tenth-ranked 94-pound
wrestler in the nation
according to themat.com, in
the championship match.

This tournament is a pre-
cursor to the USA Wrestling
National Championships
held in Fargo, North Dakota
in July. Taking the top spot
will help Rowles with seed-
ing in for the ultimate tour-
nament in two months.

Roundup ...

Continued from page 8
Both also were regarded

as point guards, and most
people in Chicago don’t see
Bronny as that kind of
offensive player.

Athletically, Bronny
helped himself  early in the
combine, his 40.5-inch ver-
tical tied for sixth best.
And Monday, with scouts
getting a look  at him on
the court, some for the
first time, he burned the
nets to give him some buzz
going into Tuesday.

But in his first scrim-
mage, he fell flat. Bronny
faded into the game, flash-
ing some fire only when he
allowed offensive
rebounds or turned the
ball over. Most disappoint-
ingly to some scouts, he
didn’t look as if   he played
with a lot of  effort.

“He’s too timid,” one
scout familiar with Bron-
ny for years said before the
combine.

After Tuesday, that scout
looked to be  a prophet.

Still, the expectation in
Chicago was that Bronny
would  eventually declare
for the draft and forgo  his
remaining college eligibil-
ity.

Playing in one final
team setting Wednesday,
he showed why. Bronny
attacked closeouts, he
played decisively and com-
peted on the defensive end.

It was best-case scenario
for teams looking to see
what  he could do in more
of  a pro setting.

But it  didn’t answer the
biggest questions.

Those are too difficult
to understand.

“That time.” “This
issue.” “Everything you
went through.” “A thing
that happened.”

No one — reporters or
Bronny —  could bring
themselves to say “cardiac
arrest” either.

While the focus during
Bronny’s first media ses-
sion in nearly a year cen-
tered on his basketball
future with his father, an
undercurrent of  gratitude,
perspective and fright
flowed from one answer to
another.

“I still think about
everything that could hap-
pen,” Bronny said.

And that has  to be terri-
fying.

Last July, Bronny fell to
the court inside USC’s

Galen Center and no one
could be sure he’d ever get
up.

He’d lost consciousness.
His heart stopped. Train-
ers used a defibrillator to
electrify his heart back
into movement.

He bounced back faster
than anyone could’ve
thought. Teammates
remembered him sitting
up and joking 15 minutes
after he collapsed lifelessly
to the court.

By the time he arrived at
the hospital, Bronny was
“neurologically intact and
stable,” according to his
cardiologist.

He would  later undergo
surgery to correct a con-
genital heart defect.

At the start of  the com-
bine, NBA doctors cleared
him to compete. But Bron-
ny still hasn’t gotten clear
from the fear.

“It’s still lingering,” he
said.

How that  incident, this
issue, that thing that hap-
pened, affected what hap-
pened last season at USC
and affects what happens
next can’t be ignored.

What happened that day
in July, you don’t shake it.

It changes you. And in
Bronny James’ case, it
made him appreciative.

“It’s just, it’s just a great
thing to happen to me in
terms of  just being grate-
ful for everything and
stuff  like that,” he said.
“… I put in the work and
stuff  like that to get back.
So I feel like I’ve earned
the opportunity.”

The way this will all go
at the NBA draft and how
it should go are probably
two different things.

Bronny’s arrival in the
NBA was to be the final
chapter in LeBron’s career.
He said that in 2018, and
two years later, called the
idea of  teaming up with
his son “a dream.”

Yet as that dream
increasingly began to look
like a reality, there was a
shift. Privately, people
around James began to
walk back those desires,
trying to unbundle his
future from his son’s. Pub-
licly, he did the same.

And this week in Chica-
go, Bronny clearly articu-
lated that his goal was to
make the NBA — not to
make the NBA as his
father’s teammate.

But is anyone hearing
them?

Contending teams have
discussed drafting Bronny
as early as the 20s despite
not having cap space to
make LeBron a max offer.
Maybe, the thinking is,
James would actually con-
sider signing for the
midlevel exception if  they
drafted his son.

“Honestly, I feel like this
is a serious business. And
I don’t feel like there
would be a thought of, ‘I’m
just drafting this kid just
because I’m gonna get his
dad,’” Bronny said. “Like,
I don’t think a GM would
really allow that.”

Maybe not, but it’s being
discussed.

The prevailing wisdom
around the NBA is that
LeBron will eventually
decide to remain with the
Lakers in free agency this
summer regardless of  who
drafts Bronny.

The Lakers, who have
the No. 55 overall pick in
the draft, conducted a
prospect interview with
Bronny and are seen by
league sources as Bronny’s
floor.

If  teams decide to draft

Bronny solely on his skills
and projections, they’ll
undoubtedly be accused of
trying to lure LeBron
ahead of  his 22nd season.

It’s a guarantee — one of
the only ones to be found
in the pre-draft process.

In his first audition for
life as a professional bas-
ketball player, Bronny said
he wanted  to be siloed
from the success of  his
father. He wanted  his
future to be about his
game and not his name.

But like the children of
the ultra-successful and
ultra-famous know, that’s
never really part of  the
deal.

Maybe Bronny will get
his chance to show that he
can help a NBA team win,
that he can be the kind of
defensive role player who
can shoot that teams crave.

Or maybe he’ll be a
pawn in a scheme — a cal-
culated risk in a poorly
regarded draft.

It’ll be a hard road, and
he has  gotten up from
tougher.

But Bronny James said
he’s ready.

And for now, all anyone
can do is listen to him.

Bronny ...

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS — The 2024
season will begin for the Indi-
anapolis Colts in exactly the
same fashion the 2023 season
finished.

The Colts will host the AFC
South-champion Houston Texas
on Sept. 8, looking to avenge a
23-19 loss on Jan. 6 that cost
Indianapolis a playoff  berth and
has served as motivation
throughout the offseason.

It will also serve as an early
measuring stick for a young
Colts team with high aspira-
tions.

“Now it’s time for us to put

some banners up,” linebacker
Zaire Franklin said at the start
of  offseason workouts in April.
“It’s time for us to accomplish
something. We’ve gotta leave
here with something other than
good memories.”

It’ll be the second straight
home opener for Indianapolis
and the third time the Colts
have started the regular season
at Lucas Oil Stadium in the past
four years.

Indianapolis hasn’t won in
Week 1 since 2013. Last year
opened with a 31-21 loss at home
against the then reigning AFC
South-champion Jacksonville
Jaguars.

In addition to that streak, the
Colts also will attempt to win
their first division title since
2014 and qualify for the postsea-
son for the first time since 2020.

They are scheduled to play on
“Sunday Night Football” for the
first time since 2022, with a Nov.
17 date against the New York
Jets slated for the NFL’s weekly
showcase.

Indianapolis opens with three
home games in the first four
weeks then hits the road for six
of  their next nine games before
the bye week on Dec. 8.

Broadcast information for the
exhibition home games will be
announced at a later date.

Colts open season with familiar foe



CELINA, Ohio — The Patri-
ots haven’t seen most of  the
other Allen County Athletic
Conference teams this season
due to cancellations.

In the conference tourna-
ment, only the Adams County
schools did better.

The Jay County High School
boys golf  team finished with a
score of  365 for third place at
the ACAC Tournament on Sat-
urday, held at Celina Lynx Golf
Club.

Adams Central just beat out
South Adams for the top spot
by two strokes. The Jets fin-
ished with a 355, while the
Starfires scored 357. The Patri-
ots beat Woodlan for third by
just one stroke.

Over the course of  18 holes,
Caleb DeRome shot an 81 to tie
Heritage’s Jake Dalman, for
the top score of  the day.

Gage Sims secured the only
other score under 90, with 89
strokes.

Cody DeHoff  and Isaac
Homan rounded out the team
score with a 97 and 98, respec-
tively.

Liam Garringer’s 100 strokes
did not affect the team score.

Rockets open
The Portland Rockets fin-

ished 1-2 over opening week-
end against the South Bend
Royals.

The Rockets dropped the sea-
son opener on Saturday and the
first game of  Sunday’s double-
header 5-4. They finally broke
through in the second game on
Sunday with a 2-0 victory.

The opener went into extra
innings, and the Royals took a
5-3 lead in the top of  the 11th.
The runs scored on a single
and a fielder’s choice against
Sam Dunlavy. The Rockets got
one back on a sacrifice fly, but
couldn’t tie the game up.

A three-run fourth inning
decided the first game on Sun-
day. Garrison Brege gave up
five singles to allow the runs to
score.

See Roundup page 7
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Girls tennis and track
regionals start today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Portland Rockets’ second baseman Cameron Pratt charges a ground ball in the
season opener on Saturday. The Rockets finished 1-2 over the weekend against the South
Bend Royals.

JCHS golf finishes
third at ACAC meet

Local
roundup

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Moments after the
Knicks’ season-ending
Game 7 loss to the Pacers,
Reggie Miller’s presence
loomed once again.

Pacers star Tyrese Hal-
iburton had just scored a
team-high 26 points in
Indiana’s 130-109 victory
at Madison Square Gar-
den when he arrived at
his postgame press con-
ference in a Miller-

themed hooded sweat-
shirt.

The hoodie featured a
photo of  Miller taunting
Knicks superfan Spike
Lee with his infamous
“choke” gesture during
Game 5 of  the 1994 East-
ern Conference Finals.

“We text every day,”
Haliburton said of
Miller. “He’s been a good
mentor for me. I’m just
wearing the hoodie. I like
to be comfy on the plane.”

Miller’s Pacers faced

the Knicks in six playoff
series between 1993 and
2000, with the two teams
winning three apiece.
The sharp-shooting,
trash-talking Miller aver-
aged 23.1 points per game
over his 35 postseason
meetings with the
Knicks.

“I got this hoodie like
two days ago,” Halibur-
ton said. “Appreciate
whoever gave it to me.”

Haliburton, who also
showed up at the Indi-

anapolis airport before
Game 5 in a Miller shirt,
averaged 21.3 points and
7.0 assists per game dur-
ing the second-round
playoff  series against the
Knicks.

He scored 14 of  his 26
points Sunday in the first
quarter, during which he
made four of  his five 3-
point attempts.

“Today, he knew that
we needed some special
shotmaking,” Pacers
coach Rick Carlisle said

of  Haliburton. “There
were shades of  Reggie
Miller, running around
in that first quarter.”

Miller was back at The
Garden earlier this
month to call Game 2 of
the series for TNT.

“People are like, ‘Aren’t
you worried about going
back to New York City
and calling a game?’ No,”
Miller said that night
during a pregame hit for
the network. “I’ve owned
this city. I’ve owned this

building, so why would I
be worried?”

On his way to the
broadcast table, Miller
sat courtside with Lee
and signed multiple
items, including a framed
copy of  the June 3, 1994,
edition of  the Daily News
featuring the headline,
“Thanks A Lot, Spike.”

“Me and Reggie
squashed that stuff  20
years ago,” Lee told the
Daily News that night,
“so we’re friends.”

Haliburton taunts Knicks fans after game 7

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

The wall of  cameras
and reporters focused on
Bronny James against
the blue back drop, the
diamond stud in his right
ear reflecting the lights
as he answered different
versions of  the same
question at the NBA
scouting combine.

“To be honest,” he said
with a soft smile, “It’s a
lot.”

No one flat-out asked —
it would’ve been too rude,
too direct —  “Bronny,
aren’t you just here
because of  your dad?”

It’s the question that
has  followed him wherev-
er he has  gone.

Did he really deserve
those minutes at Sierra
Canyon? Was he really a
five-star recruit? Did he
earn that spot on the
McDonald’s All-Ameri-
can team?

Why in the hell is he
entering the NBA draft
after averaging 4.8 points
as a freshman at USC?

And earlier this week
at the NBA combine,
every time a question
encroached on that topic,
James answered confi-
dently.

LeBron James and
LeBron James Jr. share a
name. They don’t neces-
sarily share a basketball
future.

“My dream has always
just been to put my name
out, make a name for
myself, and of  course,
you know, get to the
NBA,” Bronny said. “… I
never thought about just
playing with my dad, but
of  course he’s, he’s
brought it up a couple
times.

“But yeah, I don’t think
about it.”

At the combine, he
might be the only one.

In Chicago, Bronny
James made it clear  he
wanted to be judged on
his own, independent of

any other factor. He want-
ed to be his own man.

“You know, everything
that follows my dad, peo-
ple just try to link me with
that, and the greatness
that he’s achieved,” Bron-
ny answered. “Like I
haven’t done anything
yet.”

Yet according to NBA
executives and scouts
from around the league,
that’s impossible.

Despite Bronny’s state-
ments, despite word from
LeBron James’ agent Rich
Paul and even James him-
self, the father and son
remain inevitably  linked,
Bronny’s draft stock and
LeBron James’ free
agency tied as tightly as
ever.

Forget second-round
evaluations, multiple
NBA executives told The
Times their teams have
discussed drafting Bron-
ny James in the first
round in an effort to lure
his father to their team in
free agency.

“If  you’re a contender
and you’re not having
those conversations, it’s
irresponsible,” said one
executive, who like other
NBA personnel spoke on
condition of  anonymity
because teams don’t share
their draft strategy.

It doesn’t matter if  any-
one believes a plan like
that will work. It shows
what he’s facing.

Bronny James can want
to make his own name; the
NBA letting him is a com-
pletely different thing.

Off  the court, he’s
unavoidable. On the court,
he blends with the back-
ground.

“What’s going on with
Bronny,” the general man-
agers, scouts and person-
nel types want to know.

Bronny entered the
NBA draft combine last
week somehow both wild-
ly famous while still being
a basketball mystery. He
left it as a more serious
draft prospect, but that’s

mostly relative.
The scouting of  him

began well before his sea-
son at USC, his play at
events such as  the Nike
Hoop Summit leaving him
as one of  the most desired
prospects in the 2023
recruiting class.

Before this week, teams
had James ranked in the
late second round if  he
was draftable at all.

“He’s not ready,” one
evaluator told The Times.

There were still believ-
ers.

His proponents in the
NBA scouting community
would point to a variety of
factors to explain the gap
in his production at USC
with his potential future
as a pro in the NBA.

Those scouts like Bron-
ny’s defensive willing-
ness, his toughness on
that side of  the ball. They
point to his athleticism
and physicality as the
tools that can make a dif-
ference in point-of-attack
defense.

While he didn’t make
spot-up shots at USC, the
sense was that he’d shoot
the ball fine with time
because of  his work ethic
and mechanics.

The first alarm at the
combine  went off  when
Bronny measured at just 6
feet 1 ½ inches in socks —
“they  don’t play in
socks,” scouts like to say.

“If  he was 6 foot 5, we’d
be talking about him in
the first round,” one NBA
executive told The Times.

But he’s not, those inch-
es making the road to suc-
cess even harder to navi-
gate. It’s not an impossi-
bility — players such as
Philadelphia’s Tyrese
Maxey and New York’s
Jalen Brunson measured
similarly during their pre-
draft processes. However
both players were far
more productive in col-
lege, helping mitigate
some of  those size con-
cerns.

See Bronny page 7

Bronny James wants
to pave his own path


