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Richard Houser, 88, rural
Bryant

Mary Evans, 81, Portland
Elizabeth Schwartz, 91,

rural Berne
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  68 degrees on
Memorial Day. The low was
60.

Expect a low in the upper
40s tonight with a 40% chance
of  rain. Skies will be sunny
Thursday with a high around
70.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Penn Township Public
Library is congratulating
librarian Brenda Cash, who
will retire Thursday after 17
years of  service.

An open house to celebrate
Cash’s career is scheduled for
2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 29, at
Pennville Community Center,
210 S. Union St.

Thursday — Preview of
the FRHS baseball team in the
regional tournament.

Friday — Jay-Randolph
Developmental Services open-
ing new thrift store.

Saturday — Results from
the Fort Recovery track team
at the state finals.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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In memory
Flags line the center circle of Hillcrest Cemetery south of Redkey as a group gathers for the Memorial Day Service

late Monday morning. The event included James Fulks, who led the ceremony, acknowledging World War II veteran Herb
Heston, who was in attendance.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s private school vouch-
er program enrollment jumped
about 32% in the most recent
school year, marking a historic
single-year jump, according to the
state’s latest voucher report.

The state-funded program
enrolled a record 70,095 students
in 2023-2024, costing taxpayers
$439 million — which is around
40% higher than the $311 million
spent on vouchers in the year
prior.

Even so, the report noted that
— had all Hoosier voucher users
attended their traditional public
schools — the state would have
paid around $516 million in edu-
cation expenses. That’s because

vouchers are paid at a lower
amount than public school fund-
ing. 

After widening the Choice
Scholarship Program in 2022,
state lawmakers further expand-
ed the voucher system in 2023 to
be nearly universal and open to
almost all Hoosier families.

Since the changes took
effect, eligibility for the scholar-

ships — which allows families to
receive vouchers to attend private
schools — have expanded to
include households with incomes
up to 400% of  the amount
required for a student to qualify
for the federal free or reduced
price lunch program, equal to
about $220,000.

The new statewide report
released on Friday indicates that

the latest surge in voucher partic-
ipation was largely driven by stu-
dents from wealthier families.

The average family income for
a voucher student in 2023-24 was
$99,121 — an increase of  more
than 20% from the previous year.
That’s well above the state’s medi-
an household income of  about
$67,000, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

Almost 8,000 students in the lat-
est cohort came from households
making between $150,000 to
$200,000 annually — up from 2,800
in 2022-23.

Voucher students from families
making more than $200,000
increased even more — roughly
tenfold — from 354 students in
2022-23 to about 3,700 in 2023-24.

See Voucher page 2

By OMAR TAMO
and ETHAN BRONNER
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Israeli tanks have reached the
center of  Rafah, a sign the mili-
tary could be nearing its goal of
taking full control of  the south-
ern Gazan city.

Residents reported clashes
between Israeli and Hamas forces
in the center of  town on Tuesday,
AFP said, suggesting troops have
advanced beyond their initial
incursions in the outskirts. An
Israeli military official said tanks
were being used as part of  what
he called a limited and precise set
of  operations.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has long said
the country needed to start a
ground invasion of  Rafah to seek
out the thousands of  Hamas
fighters and some leaders it says
are based in the city, as well as
some hostages. The plan has
drawn international condemna-

tion — including from the U.S. —
even after Israel insisted it would
first allow civilians to leave.

The United Nations says
roughly one million civilians
have fled Rafah, having sought
shelter there during fighting
elsewhere in Gaza. Devastation
caused earlier in the near eight-
month war means there are lim-
ited places for them to go, a
predicament made clear on Sun-
day when an Israeli airstrike
killed an estimated 45 Palestini-
ans at a tent camp northwest of
the city.

Israel said the attack was
based on precise intelligence and

that it killed two senior officials
from Hamas, designated a terror-
ist organization by the U.S. and
European Union. Netanyahu
called the incident a “tragic mis-
take.”

Another Israeli strike on Rafah
on Tuesday killed 20 Palestini-
ans, Gaza’s civil defense service
reported. The death toll from the
war as a whole is now more than
36,000, according to officials in
the Hamas-run enclave.

Israel had pledged to invade
Rafah while limiting civilian
casualties, even as the city’s pop-
ulation swelled to about 1.4 mil-
lion mostly displaced people.

Israel reaches center of Rafah

Tribune News Service/The Detroit News/Daniel Mears

Pro-Palestinian protesters make their way down
Woodward Ave. Monday in Detroit. Reports Tuesday said
Israeli tanks had reached the center of Rafah.

Tanks being used as part
of operation in southern Gaza

Voucher participation saw jump
Program saw about a 32%
increase in participation

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Applications are open
for the owner-occupied
rehabilitation program.

Jay County Commis-
sioners announced dur-
ing their regular meeting
that the $1 million proj-
ect — it’s mainly funded
through an Indiana of
Community and Rural
Affairs grant — opened
to the public Tuesday.

The owner-occupied
rehabilitation program is
intended to help resi-
dents pay for home
improvements. The work
may include roof, water
heating or heating venti-
lation and air condition-
ing unit replacements,
electrical work or
upgrades to make a home
more accessible. Projects
are limited to $25,000 per
household.

Considered on a first-
come, first-serve basis,
applications must be sub-
mitted in-person and on
paper. They are available
in the Jay County Audi-
tor’s Office at Jay County
Courthouse in Portland,
Dunkirk City Hall, Red-
key Town Hall and com-
munity coordinator Nate
Kimball’s office at the
Community Resource
Center in Portland. (Kim-
ball has been heading
work on launching the
program.) A printable
version is also available
at jaycounty.net, but it
must be turned in to one
of  the aforementioned
sites to be considered.

Applications will be
open through June 28.

“Those will (have the)
time and date stamped on
(them), so it will be first-
come, first-serve, trying
to make this as fair as we
possibly can,” said com-
missioners president
Chad Aker.

See Apply page 2

Requests
will be

considered
in order they
are received

Home
owners
can apply
now for
program



Continued from page 1
Applicants must make at

or below a salary threshold
to qualify. Those amounts
are as follows: one-person
household, $44,200; two-per-
son household, $50,500;
three-person household,
$56,800; four-person house-
hold, $63,100; five-person
household, $68,150; six-per-
son household, $73,200;
seven-person household,
$78,250; eight-person house-
hold, $83,300. Forty or more
households can be helped
through the program.

“I will admit, after every-
thing we’ve gone through,
the application is relatively
simple, and to me, it was

fairly straightforward. I
was totally surprised with
that,” noted commissioner
Rex Journay.

“It was a lot of  work to
get it that way,” added com-
missioner Brian McGal-
liard.

Jay County officials have
been working with OCRA
to launch the program for
at least nine months. Origi-
nally, plans were for appli-
cations to open in fall 2023.
State and federal docu-
menting requirements
pushed the date back sever-
al times until this spring.

The $1 million grant
came as an incentive for
Jay County’s participation
in allocating its American
Rescue Plan Act dollars
through OCRA’s Hoosier
Enduring Legacy Program
(HELP). Jay County is con-
tributing a match of  about
$90,000 of  its American
Rescue Plan Act funding
toward the program. 

In related news from the
commissioners’ meeting
Tuesday, Bill Walters of
East Central Indiana
Regional Planning District
noted consulting firm
Kleinpeter Consulting
Group — it has been con-
tracted with the county to
fulfill legal requirements
for the project — informed
him that the county can
modify its agreement with
OCRA so that costs for the
state-required building
inspections and radon test-
ing are reimbursed
through the program.

Walters pointed out his
group — East Central Indi-
ana Regional Planning Dis-
trict has a two-year con-
tract with the county at
$100,000 annually for Kim-
ball’s services and other
administrative support
related to economic devel-
opment projects as well as
a roughly $6,800 annual
membership fee for Jay
County — has identified
two potential candidates to
serve as a building inspec-
tor and explained commis-
sioners will need to put out
a request for qualifications
to formally hire an inspec-
tor.
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I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765-747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
SaturdaSaturdays 10:00a-3:00pys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net
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Portland Veterinary ClinicPortland Veterinary Clinic

CHRISTIAN M. BADER, DVM
Providing Small Animal Veterinary Services

www.portlandvet.net

RETIREMENT OPEN HOUSE
for

BONNIE MUHLENKAMP
 – Thursday, May 30 • 1-3 pm –

Today
Morris, Judy: 11 a.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

Thursday
Lykins, Jeremiah: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Weesner, Frances: 10 a.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Schwartz, Elizabeth: 9 a.m.,

Emanuel F. Schwartz residence,
7735 S. 150 West, Berne.

Saturday
Houser, Richard: 10 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Sunday
Snyder, Wesley: 1:30 p.m.,

Portland Church of Christ, 1217
W. Votaw St., Portland.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Richard Houser
Dec. 26, 1935-May 22, 2024

Richard L. Houser, age 88, of
rural Bryant passed away on
Wednesday, May
22, 2024, in IU Ball
Memorial Hospi-
tal in Muncie. 

He was born in
Jay County on
Dec. 26, 1935, the
son of  Harold and
Mary (Edgington)
Houser. He was
married on June
17, 1955, to Ruth F. Wagner and
she passed away on Nov. 7, 2012. 

Richard was a lifelong dairy
farmer. He was a 1953 Bryant
High School graduate and was
salutatorian of  his class. He was
very active in 4-H and served as
a 4-H leader for many years. He
was president of  Bryant and
New Corydon Senior Citizens

and a member of  Redeemer
Lutheran Church. Richard
loved music and enjoyed playing
along with his harmonica.

Surviving are three sons,
Mike Houser of  Bryant, David
Houser (wife: Cindy) of  Decatur
and Stephen Houser (wife:
Michelle) of  Decatur; three
daughters, Patty Stephens (hus-
band: Lee) of  Portland, Cathy
Reef  (husband: Bob) of  Berne
and Connie Aker (husband:
Brad) of  Bryant; one sister,
Diane Logan of  Decatur; 14
grandchildren; and 25 great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by a
sister, Donna Sue Lalyer.

Funeral services will be on
Saturday, June 1, 2024, at 10 a.m.
in the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home with Pastor Dan Layden
presiding. Burial will follow in
the Gravel Hill Cemetery. Visita-

tion will be Friday from 2 to 7
p.m.

Memorials can be made to
Redeemer Lutheran Church or
Bryant Community Center. 

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Mary Evans
April 26, 1943-May 24, 2024

Mary Louise Evans went
home to be with her Lord on
May 24, 2024. 

She was born in
Hornersville,
Missouri, on
April 26, 1943, the
daughter of  Clif-
ford Wayne and
Milva Mary
(Christian) Keat-
ing. Mary Louise
married Larry
Evans on Aug. 26, 1961, and he
passed away on June 16, 2016. 

She is survived by two sons,
Mark Evans (wife: Mia) of  Port-
land and David Evans (wife:
Rhonda) of  Portland; one sister,
Barbara Wilkins (husband:
Jimmie) of  Hornersville, Mis-
souri; seven grandchildre;n
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

Louise and her husband
Larry moved to West Lafayette,
Indiana, to start a ministry to
International Students at Pur-
due University. Those years
were the highlight of  their min-
istry together. Louise attended
Fellowship Baptist Church of
Portland. 

Private graveside services
will be held at Green Park
Cemetery in Portland. 

Arrangements entrusted to
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland. 

In lieu of  memorials and
flowers, Louise asked everyone

to do a random act of  kindness
in memory of  her. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Elizabeth N. Schwartz, rural
Berne, the mother of area resi-
dents, Feb. 1, 1933-May 28,
2024. Services will be at 9 a.m.
Friday at the Emanuel F. Schwartz
residence, 7735 S. 150 West,
Berne.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Houser

Evans

Continued from page 1
Across other income brackets,

around 2,000 more students came
from families with incomes of  up to
$50,000, while another 2,000 came
from households making between
$50,000 and $100,000. More than 4,000
additional students came from fami-
lies with incomes between $100,000 to
$150,000, according to the report.

Two-thirds of  voucher recipients in
the last school year had never attend-
ed an Indiana public school, an
increase of  about four percentage
points from 2022-23.

In total, 6.1% of  all Indiana public
and private-school students received
a voucher in 2023-24, up from around
4.7% the year before, according to the
report.

Data shows white students make
up the majority of  voucher users at

64%. Hispanic students account for
17.3% of  voucher participants, while
Black students make up just shy of
9%.

The average award amount was
$6,264 and the average tuition and
fees at a private school was $7,749,
according to the report. Vouchers
provide 90% of  the amount of  state-
funding a public school corporation
receives for each student, or covers all
tuition and fees, whichever is lesser.

Indiana voucher participation has
grown rapidly since the program
began in 2011, when less than 4,000
students used a Choice Scholarship.
Spearheaded by then-Gov. Mitch
Daniels, the program intended to help
children from poor families find alter-
natives to low-performing public
schools.

Indiana is now one of  16 states with

publicly funded vouchers, according
to EdChoice, an Indianapolis-based
group that backs voucher programs. 

But critics have long argued that
most Choice Scholarship students
will attend private schools with or
without a voucher, meaning their
tuition is an added expense for tax-
payers and only the state’s wealthiest
will benefit.

Public schools officials and teach-
ers unions also remain opposed to
Choice Scholarship expansions, argu-
ing that its projected cost over the
next two years will stymie K-12 edu-
cation funding increases for public
schools. They point to state law, too,
that allows voucher schools to reject
students for their religion, disability,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or
academic ability, among other rea-
sons.

Voucher ...

Apply ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.49
June corn ................4.53
Wheat ......................5.89

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.55
June corn ................4.55
July corn..................4.50

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.50
June corn ................4.45
Beans ......................12.19

June beans ............12.19
Wheat ...................... 6.58

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.41
June corn ................4.43
Beans ......................12.21
June beans ............12.21
Wheat ......................6.53

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.51
June corn ................4.51
Beans ......................11.96
June beans ............12.01
Wheat ......................6.39

Lotteries

CR almanac

70/46 75/53 78/59 82/63 84/67
Sunny

skies are in
the forecast
for Thursday,
when the high
will be around
70 degrees.

Monday
also has a
chance of
thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly cloudy.

Another
chance of
thunder-
storms on
Sunday under
mostly sunny
skies.

Friday’s
forecast shows
sunny skies
with a high in
the mid 70s.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain through-
out the day.
Storms are
also possible.

Thursday
5/30

Friday
5/31

Saturday
6/1

Sunday
6/2

Monday
6/3

Powerball
Monday
9-30-39-49-59
Power Ball: 21
Power Play: 5
Estimated jackpot:

$143 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$489 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-0-0
Daily Four: 8-1-4-8
Quick Draw: 4-8-11-13-

15-25-26-32-36-37-42-48-49-
60-68-69-70-73-74-76

Evening
Daily Three: 5-1-0

Daily Four: 2-3-7-2
Quick Draw: 2-5-12-13-

16-17-23-32-33-36-44-48-57-
61-63-64-65-69-72-79

Cash 5: 5-6-10-28-33
Estimated jackpot:

$696,500 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 1-1-0
Pick 4: 2-6-7-4
Pick 5: 3-7-6-2-0
Evening
Pick 3: 5-0-7
Pick 4: 7-7-0-8
Pick 5: 0-8-1-2-8
Rolling Cash: 6-21-27-

35-36
Estimated jackpot:

$294,000

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

In 1736, Patrick
Henry was born in Stud-
ley, Virginia. A lawyer
and leader in conflict
leading to the American
Revolutionary War, he
served as a delegate to
the First Continental
Congress and the Sec-
ond Continental Con-
gress. In his famous
speech at the second Vir-
ginia Convention, he
coined the line, “Give
me liberty or give me
death!”

In 1851, the Ohio
Woman’s Rights Conven-

tion met for the second
day in Akron, Ohio. It
resolved to urge the
press, legislature and
religious groups to talk
about and support
women’s rights. It
advised mothers to
teach their children nat-
ural justice and women
to form “Labor Partner-
ships” to receive equal
pay. 

In 1917, president
John F. Kennedy was
born in Brookline, Mas-
sachusetts. 

— The CR



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention

for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the
West Walnut Church of
Christ fellowship hall, 204
W. Walnut St., Portland.
(Please enter from the
door facing the alley on
the north side of  the
building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from

noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. 

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP — Will
meet at 1 p.m. the first
Monday of  each month at
Portland Place, 430 W.
Lafayette St.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

By HANK NUWER
The news of  one-time

Brooklyn Dodgers star
pitcher Carl Erskine’s
death at 97 on April 16
recalled a wonderful mem-
ory.

The year was 1997, and I
was finishing up a two-
year term as a visiting
associate professor at the
University of  Richmond. I
taught a popular sports
and outdoor writing
course, appropriately
enough since some 20
years of  my career had
been devoted to writing
sports books and articles.

As a highlight of  the
class’ reading of  “The
Boys of  Summer” by Roger
Kahn, my students inter-
viewed Erskine by speaker
phone. I asked him for 15
minutes, but he graciously
gave us a full hour. 

As it turns out, Erskine
outlived Kahn (1927-2020)
and the dozen Dodger

teammates profiled during
and after their careers by
the legendary sportswriter,
one of  my early heroes.

Hands down, the most
student questions were
about the great Jackie
Robinson and what it was
like to be on the field with
the most exciting player of
his generation — the man
who broke Major League
Baseball’s unwritten color
barrier.

My ears perked up
because one of  my cher-
ished memories then had
been in 1991, interviewing
former MLB Commission-
er Happy Chandler (for

Sport Magazine), who was
hospitalized in Lexington
with what proved to be his
final illness.

Most of  my interview
was on a scandal at the
time at the University of
Kentucky, but I did get to
ask him about his part in
integrating baseball.
Chandler underplayed his
role, and he said allowing
Robinson to play was not
only the right thing but a
wise move from a business
point of  view.

I clearly remember some
key points of  the talk
“Oiks” gave my class. He
said Pee Wee Reese, the
Kentuckian who played
shortstop alongside the
second baseman, was par-
ticularly helpful in assist-
ing Robinson. But he did so
because Robinson was his
teammate, not because of
his race, and Reese would
have done the same for any
teammate.

He said Robinson’s team-
mates did band together to
help Robinson weather
vicious and racist bench
jockeying from the likes of
the Philadelphia Phillies,
who were hellbent on mak-
ing the legendary Robin-
son lose his concentration
and poise. 

Erskine’s favorite memo-
ry was that Robinson was
one of  the first Dodgers to
greet him in 1948 when he
was called up from their
Fort Worth minor league
affiliate. 

Another student ques-
tion was what might be his
most cherished accom-
plishment. I thought he
would jump on that ques-
tion and mention his two
no-hitters or World Series
appearances, but no. He
said he was so proud of  the
fact that his son Jimmy,
born with Down Syn-
drome, was gainfully
employed at a restaurant

and competing in the Spe-
cial Olympics. (Jimmy
died last year, and the
romantic soul in me likes
to imagine Erskine held on
to life so long because he
was dedicated to protect-
ing his special boy). 

My own question to
Erskine was whether
Roger Kahn had left some-
thing out of  “The Boys of
Summer” that maybe
should have gone in.

Erskine thought and
then said he thought it
wouldn’t hurt to mention
that he and Kahn got along
better than most scribes
and players. 

Kahn had by then had
interviewed the pitcher
post-retirement a few
times when he called Ersk-
ine at his home in Ander-
son.

“I suspect Roger had had
a few drinks that night,”
Erskine said, prompting
some chuckles in the class.

At any rate, as Erskine
recalled it, Kahn blub-
bered that he was stuck
on the manuscript of
“The Boys of  Summer”
and didn’t think he’d ever
finish it.

Erskine said he didn’t
give any sympathy.

“If  you don’t write that
book then maybe (rival
sportswriter) Dick Young
will write it,” Erskine said
he told Kahn.

Not too long after, Kahn
called Erskine again to say
he’d completed the book.

RIP, Mr. Erskine, you
were a great pitcher but, in
my sports class’ book, a
better man. 

••••••••••
Nuwer learned this week

that the Alaska Press Club
awarded him first place for
best column and second-
place for best humorist. His
columns then were pub-
lished by the Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

SENIOR CITIZENS
SpecialSpecial

Our Senior Citizens Special Section will be distributed in
The Commercial Review (Portland), 

The News-Gazette (Winchester),
The News Times (Hartford City) 
and The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

 FULL-PAGE COLOR – $600
 (only one available)

 FULL-PAGE B&W – $500
 1/2-PAGE COLOR – $450 
 (limited availability)

 1/2-PAGE B&W – $400
 1/4-PAGE COLOR – $350 
 (limited availability)

 1/4-PAGE B&W – $250
 Big business card (3x3.5) – $100
 Business card (2x2) – $60

Contact Lindsey at 
L.Cochran@thecr.com 

or (260) 726-8141

Erskine was a great pitcher, better man

DEAR ABBY: My son is a sopho-
more in college. He has been dating
a girl he met at school for almost a
year. Her family no longer speaks to
her for reasons I don’t know. I have
included her in our family holidays,
but she later tells my son that she
thinks I don’t like her. 

It causes problems for me when I
visit him at school, which is often
because it’s my alma mater. When
I’m there, she attends all dinners
and family events whether she’s
invited or not, and I am expected to
pay for her as well. My son has invit-
ed her to our house without my per-
mission, and I do not want her to
come. 

How do I tell him I don’t want her
here without causing major prob-
lems in my relationship with my son
— OPPOSED MOM IN OHIO

DEAR MOM: Teach your son
good manners by telling him you
don’t want anyone joining you

for every family event and dinner
without first being asked to
include her. As much as he may
like the girl, she is not (yet) a
family member. Be sure to point
out that you do not dislike her,
but this is a formality you would
like observed. The two of  them
are not a package deal.

P.S. The fact that her family
doesn’t talk to her is a red flag
that should not be ignored.
Broach that subject with your
son now.

••••••••

DEAR ABBY: Unfortunately, I was
involved in a traffic accident. (The
other party was found liable.) After
the crash, the other driver was
bleeding and had gashes. I experi-
enced a couple broken ribs. Would it
be OK to contact the other driver to
see how he is? He was so polite to me
at the accident scene. I really feel
like he was a nice person. — BRO-
KEN IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR BROKEN: I know you
mean well. However, before con-
tacting this nice person, you
would be wise to discuss it with
an attorney to make sure there
will be no legal ramifications you
might later regret.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Far
From

Randolph
County

Dear
Abby

Girlfriend attends every outing

Community Calendar
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from May 27, 2009.
Jack’s family has a rich history in
Jay County. His mom was a
Haynes, related to both Judge
Jacob March Haynes and automo-
bile inventor Elwood Haynes. He
received a call one day that intro-
duced him to another branch of
his mom’s lineage.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

The phone message went some-
thing like this: A woman from
Kansas called who said she is
related to you.

OK, I don’t know about you, but
that got my attention.

Enough to call back.
The woman in Kansas on the

phone said her name was Mary
Lou. And after about half  a dozen
minutes, it became clear that we
were, in fact, related, even though
I’d never heard of  her and she
had never heard of  me.

As it turns out, her grandmoth-

er and my grandmother were sis-
ters.

With an asterisk.
That comes from the fact that

my mother was adopted at birth,
so genealogy always comes with
an asterisk.

But still, there was a connec-
tion.

After all, we live in the house
where my great-grandmother
— and the great-grandmother of
the caller from Kansas — ended
her days.

She had lived most of  her life in
Ohio but lived in Portland until
her death at 94.

And she was a pretty remark-
able woman.

Sarah Kelly Jay was born in
West Milton, Ohio, in the middle
of  the 19th century. She was a
teenager when the Civil War
broke out. She raised a family in
St. Marys, Ohio, then ended up in
Portland, living in what was
essentially a mother-in-law’s
house behind the home of  her
youngest daughter until her
death in 1940.

Think about that for a moment.
She was a teen in the Civil War
and lived until the edge of  World
War II.

So, Sarah Kelly Jay was our
mutual great-grandmother and I
now live in the house where she
spent the last year of  her life.

Asterisk or no asterisk, it was
time to roll out the hospitality.

A planned visit in November
fell apart.

But last month, my second
cousin, Mary Lou Wendeln

Priebe, came to town to say
hello.

Just for the official record, her
grandmother Lula Jay Wendeln
was the sister of  my grandmoth-
er Carrie Jay Haynes. (Non-fami-
ly members shouldn’t bother to
jot any of  this down.)

So, what do you say to a distant
relative you never knew existed?

As it turns out: Plenty.
Both my sisters came up from

Richmond for the day, carrying
an assortment of  photographs
from old albums.

I’d scoured through the
archives as well and had made
copies of  photos of  our mutual
great-grandmother and great-
grandfather and a photo of  the
two of  them with Mary Lou’s
grandmother and an infant that
may or may not be Mary Lou’s
father.

My brand-new second cousin
brought along her daughter who
lives in Indianapolis, my third

cousin once removed, who was
more than a little baffled by the
whole thing.

I can understand that. Genealo-
gy often seems as fascinating as
taxidermy.

But when the links are lost,
they’re lost for good.

By the time our visit was over,
Mary Lou not only had copies of
old photographs but also a copy
of  our great-grandmother’s Civil
War diary and a cobbled together
family tree that took the Jay fam-
ily (no relation to John Jay the
first chief  justice) and the Kelly
family back to the earliest
decades of  this country. We scrib-
bled corrections and new details
all over the “family tree,” and I’ve
made new computer print-outs to
reflect the changes.

I figure they’ll come in handy a
few years down the line when one
of  our daughters get a phone call
saying, “You don’t know me, but I
think we’re related.”

Call added branch to family tree

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

It is somehow fitting that
the International Criminal
Court prosecutor is seek-
ing arrest warrants
against leaders of  both
Hamas and Israel in con-
nection with mass slaugh-
ters carried out since the
Oct. 7 Hamas attack and
Israel’s response.

ICC Prosecutor Karim
Khan is seeking arrest
warrants for Hamas lead-
ers Yahya Sinwar,
Mohammed Deif  and
Ismail Haniyeh and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant.

All parties unsurprising-
ly expressed outrage that
they would be deemed
equally complicit in an
endless war that in its lat-
est iteration has resulted
in the deaths of  more than
30,000 noncombatants.

Linking Israeli and
Palestinian leaders in this
fashion is a tragic and
thoroughly depressing
reminder that there were
once more hopeful times.
In 1994, their predecessors
— Israeli leaders Shimon
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin
and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat — were
jointly awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for moving
from avowed eternal enmi-
ty and armed force to
attempted reconciliation.

“We who have fought
against you, the Palestini-
ans, we say to you today, in
a loud and clear voice,
enough of  blood and
tears,” Rabin said to Arafat
in a 1993 White House cere-
mony. “Enough!”

The Oslo Accords
intended to pave the way to
Palestinian statehood were
never fully embraced.
Arafat was discredited by
Islamic activists for mak-
ing peace, and his succes-
sors lost control of  Gaza to
Hamas. Rabin was assassi-
nated in 1995 by an Israeli
claiming to be acting on
orders from God, and his
successors encouraged
continued Jewish settle-
ment on Palestinian lands
in the West Bank.

Before Oslo, there were
the Camp David Accords,
which resulted in mutual
recognition of  Egypt and
Israel, return of  the
Israeli-occupied Sinai
Peninsula to Egypt and a
commitment to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. The notion of  “land
for peace” became current.
Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin and

Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat were awarded the
1978 Nobel Peace Prize.

Sadat was assassinated
in 1981.

Begin, Peres and Rabin,
Arafat and Sadat — they
were spokesmen for bitter
enemies, who attempted to
destroy the other, much as
Netanyahu and Gallant
promise to destroy Hamas
and Sinwar, Deif  and
Haniyeh vow to destroy
Israel. They all succeeded
at killing tens of  thou-
sands of  people, including
their own. After doing so,
the earlier generations of
warriors and terrorists
turned into peacemakers,
but they are now gone, and
the momentum for
destruction remains.

Enemies who were once
connected by peacemaking
efforts are now enemies
who may be linked soon in
arrest warrants for war
crimes and crimes against
humanity. The important
point is not legalistic argu-
ments over who bears the
greatest moral or legal
responsibility. The point is
that they are linked. Nei-
ther side earns a Nobel
Peace Prize or an arrest
warrant without the other,
nor are they ever likely to.

However committed
each is to eliminating the
other from the face of  the
Earth, neither has much
chance of  success. They
will remain linked, forever,
as neighbors at war or — if
they ever decide that this
time they really have had
enough blood and tears —
neighbors at peace.

Leaders will be
forever linked

By LARA WILLIAMS
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Tens of  thousands of  flights take
off  and land without incident every
day, all around the world. So when
something tragic does happen, the
world’s eyes become glued to the
story — especially if  it reveals the
deadly side of  an extremely common
flight experience.

One man was killed and many oth-
ers injured when a Singapore Air-
lines Ltd. flight encountered severe
turbulence en route to Singapore
from London on Tuesday. The air-
plane, a Boeing 777-300 ER, had to
make an emergency landing in
Bangkok. The deceased had a heart
condition, which officials think may
be behind his death.

We don’t yet know exactly what
caused the agitated air currents, and
an investigation is underway. It’s cur-
rently the monsoon season in South-
east Asia, and the resulting stormy
skies may have contributed to the tur-
bulence experienced by the plane. But
we’d be foolish to ignore the role that
the climate crisis is playing in mak-
ing air travel choppier.

Most commonly caused by moun-
tains, storms and jet streams, turbu-
lence can be described simply as
rough air. At its mildest, an aircraft
may only experience slight erratic
changes in altitude, but at the severe
end, turbulence can cause large
abrupt changes in altitude and angle
of  the plane. Extreme turbulence
could even cause structural damage
to the body of  the aircraft, though
modern planes are built to withstand
a lot.

In the case of  mountains and
storms, rough air is fairly easy to
avoid, but it’s possible to bump into
turbulence where there are no

clouds in sight. This clear-air turbu-
lence (CAT) is impossible to see or
predict, and yet can cause damage to
aircraft and harm those inside.
These sudden unexpected jolts are
the most dangerous as they can
occur while passengers and staff  are
moving around. In April, a man
broke his leg as he returned from the
toilet when an Air New Zealand
flight to Auckland from Bali hit some
turbulence and suddenly “dropped.”
It therefore is the sort of  thing that
might keep a pilot up at night — and
it’s been getting worse.

As our planet’s atmosphere warms,
wind shears — variations in wind
direction or speed — within jet
streams are increasing and therefore
strengthening clear-air turbulence. A
2023 study from researchers at the
University of  Reading showed that in
the past 40 years, severe clear-air tur-
bulence increased to 27.4 hours in
2020 from 17.7 hours in 1979 for an
average point over the North
Atlantic.

Last year, I wrote about all the ways
in which the need to decarbonize fly-
ing was going to make air travel more
expensive. But it’s clear large invest-
ments are needed to help aviation
cope with the meteorological effects
of  climate change too.

Aircrafts are designed to withstand
the worst that turbulence might
throw at them. But as researchers
point out in a 2017 study, many of  the

aircraft that will be flying in the sec-
ond half  of  the century are currently
being designed, so work ought to be
done to determine whether projec-
tions for turbulence necessitate any
design or operational changes. A 2021
report from the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board made 24 recommen-
dations aimed at reducing the inci-
dence of  turbulence accidents and
associated injuries, including having
flight attendants — who are seriously
injured more often than passengers
— be seated and belted earlier during
the descent phase.

More significant investments
should also be made into remote sens-
ing of  CAT and improved forecasts.
On the detection front, there’s prom-
ise being found in updated radar sys-
tems, including laser-based radar
(also known as lidar), as well as a new
type of  infrasound microphone devel-
oped by NASA.

Any investments will be worth it
for the safety and comfort of  passen-
gers alone, but aviation executives
will also be happy to know that the
investments could lead to savings —
or at least stop potential losses esca-
lating. After all, turbulence isn’t
cheap. The cost of  choppy air to US
airlines is estimated to be as much as
$500 million annually, thanks to
injuries, aircraft damage and flight
delays, according to the National Cen-
ter for Atmospheric Research. That
will only shoot up as severe turbu-
lence increases.

In a way, aviation is its own worst
enemy: What it contributes in green-
house gas emissions, it gets back in
heightened dangers, costs and diffi-
culties. The industry — and its pas-
sengers — will need to buckle up.

••••••••••
Williams is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering climate change.

Flying is getting more turbulent
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Chamber of  Com-
merce is sponsoring a leader-
ship workshop from 9 a.m. to
noon Thursday, June 27, at Com-
munity Resource Center.

The Fusion: Leading Multi-
generational Teams event will
cover social, political and eco-
nomic influences that shape the
attitudes of  individuals across
generations. It will focus on
improving leadership and com-
munication skills.

For more information, or to
register, visit shaferleader-
ship.com/fusion-jay-county.

Jay County Chamber of  Com-
merce will also host ribbon-cut-
ting ceremonies for a couple of
new businesses.

A ribbon-cutting is set for
noon Friday, May 31, for the
grand opening of  Alley 58 Thrift
Store. The business sponsored
by Jay-Randolph Developmental
Services is located at 901 E.
Water St., Portland.

A ceremony will also be held
at noon Friday, June 7, for Patri-
ot Auto Sales & Service. The
event will celebrate the grand
opening of  the new business. A
cook-out lunch will be provided.

Fairs scheduled
The United States Postal Serv-

ice will host a series of  job fairs
across the state later this
month.

In-person job fairs will be held
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday,
May 30, at various locations,
including post offices at 215 W.
Main St., Berne, and 116 S. Main
St., Lynn.

Applications will also be

available online at
usps.com/careers.

Cash retiring
Penn Township Public Library

has announced the retirement of
librarian Brenda Cash.

Cash’s last day at the library
will be Thursday. She has been
the librarian for 17 years.

An open house to celebrate
Cash’s career is scheduled for 2 to
4 p.m. Saturday, June 29 at Pen-
nville Community Center, 210 S.
Union St.

Kinghorn honored
The Greater Muncie Chamber

of  Commerce announced that it
has selected Thomas Kinghorn as
the recipient of  its 2024 Legacy
Award.

The honor is presented to an
individual who has “made
extraordinary, sustained, and
positive contributions to the
Muncie-Delaware County com-
munity at large, and who has pro-
vided leadership in the develop-
ment of  programs, events, and/or
new traditions that promote
goodwill and community pride.”
It will be presented at the Legacy
Dinner in September.

"Tom Kinghorn served Ball
State University for over 40 years
developing an organized system-

atic and inviting future for cam-
pus growth,” said chamber chair
Stephen Brand in a press release.
“Since his retirement from Ball
State, Kinghorn and his associ-
ates have worked tirelessly to
launch the Cradle to Career ini-
tiative, working to help ensure
children are kindergarten-ready.
He is a dedicated servant to our
community and is very deserving
of  the Chamber's Legacy Award."

Dye to serve
Indiana Hospital Association

has named Blake Dye as its inter-
im president.

Dye is a former senior vice
president of  Indiana University
Health. He previously served 31
years at Henry Community
Health, including a decade as
president and CEO.

“Blake is a visionary leader
whose passion for health care
aligns seamlessly with IHA’s mis-
sion,” said Steve Holman, chair
of  the IHA Board of  Directors
and president and CEO of  Union
Health, in a press release. “As we
begin the search for our next
leader, I have every confidence
that Blake will guide the associa-
tion with a steady hand and
amplify our efforts to advance
Indiana’s health care system.”

Co-founder dies
Stanley P. Goldstein, co-

founder of  CVS Corporation,
died May 21 at the age of  89.

Goldstein, his brother Sid and
Ralph Hoagland opened the first
Consumer Value Store in Lowell,
Massachusetts, in 1963. The com-
pany became publicly traded in

1996 with Goldstein serving as its
first chairman of  the board.

“All of  us at CVS Health mourn
the loss of  Stan, who was a true
business pioneer, an outstanding
mentor, and a caring leader," said
CVS Health president and CEO
Karen S. Lynch in a press release.
"Stan's philosophy was to always
listen to our customers and if  we
made sure to satisfy them, we
would succeed. That idea of  cus-
tomer-centricity still drives us
today. We honor Stan's memory
and offer our sincerest condo-
lences to his family, friends, and
former colleagues."

Drug approved
Indianapolis pharmaceuticals

firm Eli Lilly announced that its
diabetes drug tirzepatide has
been approved by Chinese regula-
tors.

Lilly’s drug is now set up to
compete with Novo Nordisk’s
Ozempic, which was approved for
use in China in 2021. The compa-
ny did not indicate when sales of
tirzepatide would begin in China.

IU establishes
Indiana University formally

launched a Global Gateway office
in Accra, Ghana, this week,
becoming the first public univer-
sity in the U.S. with such a facili-
ty in Africa.

The gateway in Ghana is the
sixth for Indiana University,
which also has sites in Mexico,
India, Thailand, China and Ger-
many. The international loca-
tions are designed to strengthen
and broaden IU’s global engage-
ment.

“At Indiana University, we have
ambitious goals for faculty to
pursue transformational
research with partners around
the globe and for our students to
have extraordinary educational
experiences abroad,” IU presi-
dent Pamela Whitten said in a
press release. “The IU Ghana
Gateway formalizes decades of
IU engagement in the region and
places us at the center of  the
world’s fastest-emerging econom-
ic hub.”

Bundle launched
Comcast has launched a new

streaming package that includes
three streaming services.

StreamSaver features Netflix
Standard with ads, Peacock Pre-
mium and Apple TV+ at a 30%
discount.

“StreamSaver is a homerun for
consumers who want top-tier
entertainment and live sports,
and for our world-class partners
Peacock, Netflix and Apple who
benefit from the reach and depth
of  our entertainment platforms
and Xfinity’s marketing engine,”
said Dave Watson, Comcast CEO
of  connectivity and platforms, in
a press release. “StreamSaver
also reinforces the value of  our
broadband products, offering
customers new ways to save
money on streaming entertain-
ment via the nation’s best and
most reliable network in and out
of  the home.”

••••••••••
Does your business have news to

share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Chamber sponsoring workshop
Business
roundup

Ribbon
cutting

Jay County
Chamber of Commerce
held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony last week for
the new ATM at
CrossRoads Financial
Federal Credit Union.
The new machine is
located at the
CrossRoads facility at
1102 W. Votaw St.,
Portland.

Photo provided
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STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEDE  

00 CLASSIFIEDS
4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit.
Call 877-435-4229
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764
GOGO. LIVE and age
your way. Get help with
rides, groceries, meals
and more. Memberships
start as low as $1 per

day. Available 24/7
nationwide. BBB Rated
A+ Business. Call GoGo
to get started. 1-833-
562-1140
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer –
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207
WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

13th Annual 
Consignment Auction 

Saturday, June 1, 2024 
8:30 a.m.

2404 W 350 S, Berne,
IN

Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage

Grinder/Stuffers;
New/Used Furniture;

Washing Machines; Hay,
Straw, Firewood. 

Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, May 30th/Fri-
day, May 31st from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
Wednesday, May 29, 2024 Classifieds Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s Buld-
ing Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 E. Votaw

St. Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
June 1st, 2024
9:30 A. M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - COINS - MISC.
Cico scooter; Juke box
with records; large

Replogle Globe Compa-
ny globe on stand; Trek
8000 bicycle; Trek Jet
Twenty bicycle; Got-

tlieb’s Super Soccer pin
ball machine; 2 pc.

china hutch; hammered
copper farmhouse sink;
Rinnai tankless water
heater; large copper
weathervane; Schwinn
bicycle; Sheffield Silver
Co ice bucket; Teeter
900 LX Inversion table;
French style easel; Oak
commode with towel
bar; Oak dresser with
mirror; #5 Red Wing
crock with handles; #3
Bee Sting Crock; CAN-

NING JARS: Ball,
Mason, Crown, Atlas,
Kerr, Presto, Perfect
seal, Swazee, Root to
name a few; oil lamps;
COINS: 1923 Peace Sil-
ver Dollar, Walking Lib-
erty Half Dollars, 1838 &

1861 Sealed Half
Dimes, 1840 & 1891

Seated Liberty Dimes,
Barber, Mercury & Roo-
sevelt Dimes, Replica of
$20 gold piece made of
24k, Eisenhower Dol-
lars, and many others
not listed. Sinclair dog
and apple; Bose radio;
Kenwood stereo and
speakers; sewing cabi-
net; Art Glass; quilts;
fishing poles; small
kitchen appliances;

antique baskets; Murano
clown; Evinrude 25

motor; Skil belt sander;
and many other items

not listed.
NOTES: Doors will open
at 8:00 a.m. day of auc-

tion for preview.
HEMM FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 1ST,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: Bob Schmit
Memorial Building - Jay
County Fairgrounds E

Votaw St.
Portland, IN.

COINS-GOLD JEWEL-
RY

1795 and 1796 Silver
dollars; (4) 1oz Silver
bars; (5) 1oz slugs; Sil-
ver quarters and proofs;
2007 10oz silver dollar;
Mercury dimes; Buffalo
and war nickels; Coin
collector books; Indian,
wheat, and steel pen-
nies; Red seal $2 bills;
Chicago Bears and
other gold rings; 2.5

gram gold necklace; 12k
pageant necklace.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS
Arrow heads; stamp col-
lection; 1997 Alaska
State Fair belt buckle;
JD toys and gas pump;
MItsubishi baby grand
piano; JD LX 172 14HP
mower with 38” cut;
Craftsman 24” snow-
blower; Craftsman 7.5”
table saw; Fishing poles

and tackle. Several
items not mentioned.
OWNER: Rose Snow
and Shreves Family

TERMS: CASH-GOOD
CHECK-CREDIT CARD
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
FOR RENT 2 Bedroom
House Dunkirk, IN. Call
765-716-1031 or 765-
717-4910 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR

$350
Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
The following manufactured
home will be offered for sale at
public auction in conformity
with IC 26-1-2-328 and IC 26-1-7-
210: 1995 Fleetwood VIN# IN-
FLS76A08964AT13 with the
owner of record being Jesse L.
and Jan M. Foster.  The auction
will be held on Friday, June 7,
2024, at 4:00 p.m. ET at the Free-
dom Village MHC Entrance, 410
E. Max Dr., Pennville, IN 47369.
CR 5-21,29-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TERMINAL APRON EXPANSION
PORTLAND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

PORTLAND, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
Sealed proposals will be received by the Portland Board of Aviation Commissioners, "Owner", at the
Office of the Airport Manager, Portland Municipal Airport, 661 W. CR 100 N., Portland, IN  47371, until
11:00 a.m. (local time), on the 18th day of June, 2024 and then will be publicly opened and read aloud
at the Portland Municipal Airport.  Any bids received later than 11:00 a.m. will be returned unopened. 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Work for which proposals are to be received is for aircraft apron expansion
at the Portland Municipal Airport including excavation, stone base, concrete pavement, pavement
markings, grading, seeding, and necessary incidentals to complete the work as detailed on the Contract
Drawings and specified in the Contract Documents titled Terminal Apron Expansion.  The contractor
shall provide all labor, equipment, and material necessary to complete the work.  All work is located
at the Portland Municipal Airport.
BID DOCUMENTS:  Copies of the Specifications and Contract Documents may be obtained at the of-
fice of Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46240, call
317-713-4615 or email LHalloran@BFSEngr.com.  Copies of the documents are available for examining
at the airport, BXIndiana Construction League, 1028 Shelby Street, Indianapolis, Indiana; and the on-
line planrooms of Dodge Data and Analytics, ISQFT/ConstructConnect™, BidTool and at the office of
Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46240.  
Copies of the bid documents will be made available through one of the following methods:

- as digital files made available to the planholder for download at no cost 
- as hard copies picked up at the office of the Engineer upon remittance of $125

This remittance is not refundable.  Payment shall be by money order or check and shall be made
payable to Butler, Fairman, and Seufert, Inc.  Bidders are required to be a plan holder of record hav-
ing obtained the contract documents through the office of the Engineer.  Bids not meeting this re-
quirement will be deemed non-responsive.
Bids shall be properly executed and addressed to the address shown above where bids are to be re-
ceived together with the documents required by the bid forms, specifications, and related legal docu-
ments contained in the Contract Documents.
No Bidder may withdraw his proposal within a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days following
the date set for the receiving of bids.  The Owner reserves the right to retain any and all bids for a pe-
riod of not more than one hundred and twenty (120) days and said bid shall remain in full force and ef-
fect during said time.  The Owner further reserves the right to waive informalities and to award the Con-
tract to any Bidder all to the advantage of the Owner or to reject all bids.
BID SECURITY:  A bid bond with good and sufficient surety issued by a company licensed to do busi-
ness in the State of Indiana or a certified check on a solvent bank equal to five percent (5%) of the to-
tal bid insuring that if the bid is accepted, a contract will be entered into and the performance of its
proposal secured.
BONDS:  A Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the amount of 100 percent of the Contract
price will be required.
FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Trans-
portation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-assisted programs
of the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it will
affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin in consideration
for an award.

1. The proposed contract is under and subject to Executive Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965,
equal opportunity clause, and to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
2. The Bidder must supply all the information required by the bid or proposal form.

INDIANA REQUIREMENTS:  Each bid shall be accompanied by bidder’s financial statement, a state-
ment of experience, a proposed plan or plans for performing the public work, and the equipment that
bidder has available for the performance of the public work.  Such statements shall be submitted on
forms prescribed by the State Board of Accounts, including Bid Forms 96, together with the required
non-collusion affidavit.
Wage rates on the project shall not be less than the prescribed scale of wages as determined in accor-
dance with the most recent Wage Rate Decision of the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor; all
acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto.
A pre-bid conference will be held in the terminal at the Portland Municipal Airport on June 10, 2024,
at 10:00 a.m.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids and to waive any formalities in the bidding
procedure. 

PORTLAND BOARD OF AVIATION COMMISSIONERS, PORTLAND, IN
CR 5-21,29-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF 

SHERIFF'S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Jay Circuit Court of Jay
County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C0l-2402-MF-000001 wherein
Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation, as Trustee for the
benefit of the Freddie Mac Sea-
soned Loans Structured Trans-
action Trust, Series 2019-2 was
Plaintiff, and The Unknown
Heirs and Devisees of Lloyd E.
Adcock, Deceased, The Un-
known Tenant, Eugene S. Miller
and Betty J. Miller were Defen-
dants, required me to make the
sum as provided for in said De-
cree with interest and cost, I
will expose at public sale to the
highest bidder, on the 27th day
of June, 2024, at the hour of 10
am, or as soon thereafter as is
possible, at Jay County Court-
house/3rd Floor - Main, Port-
land, IN 47371, the fee simple
of the whole body of Real Estate
in Jay County, Indiana.

ALL THAT CERTAIN PROP-
ERTY SITUATED IN MADI-
SON TOWNSHIP, IN THE
COUNTY OF JAY AND
STATE OF INDIANA, BE-
ING DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:
BEING PART OF THE
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF
SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 22
NORTH, RANGE 15 EAST
BOUNDED AND MORE
FULLY DESCRIBED IN A
TWO (2) DEEDS DATED AU-
GUST 5, 1985 AND AUGUST
5, 1985, AND RECORDED
AUGUST 6, 1985 AND AU-
GUST 6, 1985, AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF THE
COUNTY AND THE ST A TE
SET FORTH ABOVE, IN
BOOK 150, PAGE 106 AND
BOOK 150, PAGE 105.
More commonly known as
5640 E 900 S, Portland, IN
47371-8164
Parcel No. 
38-12-32-400-011.000-026

Together with rents, issues, in-
come and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Larry R. Newton, Jr., Sheriff
BRYAN K. REDMOND, Plain-

tiff Attorney
Attorney# 22108-29

FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
8415 Allison Pointe Blvd.,

Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250

CR 5-22,29,6-5-2024 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 12th day of June, 2024
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL

1000-006-20-0019 Other Garage and Motor $5,000.00 
1000-006-30-0034 Tile Lot Maintenance $1,500.00 
1000-068-10-0049 Employer Health Insurance $42,884.99
1000-232-30-0012 Travel/Mileage $300.00
1000-622-20-0016 Repair Equipment $3,500.00

LIT- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
1112-001-30-0181 Small Business Development $2,500.00

TITLE IV-E REIMBURSEMENT
8891-001-30-0087 Pauper Counsel $1,710.00

ARP 2021 
8950-001-30-0148 Professional Services $18,700.06

Total $69,595.05
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written  determination as to the sufficiency
of funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 5-29-2024 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE 

The Jay County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee
(LEPC) will modify the time and
place of the meeting scheduled
for September 5, 2024. The
LEPC will hold the meeting at
9:00 am. This meeting will be
held at IU Health Jay, in Con-
ference rooms A and B, 500
West Votaw Street, Portland, IN
47371. 
The Jay County Emergency
Plan for Hazardous Materials
incidents may be reviewed dur-
ing regular business hours at
the office of the Jay County
Emergency Management
Agency, Jay County Security
Center, 224 West Water Street,
Portland, IN. Copies of docu-
ments may be obtained at the
office, and the Committee may
charge a fee for copying. 
For further information on
these matters, please contact
Samantha Rhodehamel, LEPC
Planning Coordinator, Jay
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Jay County Secu-
rity Center at 260/726/6908 dur-
ing regular business hours. 
CR 5-29-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF 

SHERIFF'S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Jay County, Indiana,
in Cause No. 38D01-2305-MF-
000012, wherein U.S. Bank Na-
tional Association was
Plaintiff, and Emily S. Hicks
a/k/a Emily S. Haley and Dis-
cover Bank, were the Defen-
dants, requiring me to make
the sum as provided for in
said Decree with interest and
costs, I will expose at public
sale  to the highest bidder,
on the 11th day of July, 2024 at
10:00 A.M. of said day, at 120 N.
Court Street, Ste. 305, Port-
land, IN 47371, the fee simple
of the whole body of Real Es-
tate in Jay County, Indiana:

Lot Eighty-six (86) in the
original Plat of South Port-
land, now a part of the City
of Portland, Jay County, In-
diana.
38-07-20-404-046.000-034
and commonly known as:
714 S Shank St, Portland, IN
47371.

Subject to all liens, encum-
brances, rights of redemption,
easements and restrictions of
record not otherwise fore-
closed and extinguished in
the proceedings known as
Cause# 38D01-2305-MF-000012
in the Superior Court of the
County of Jay Indiana, and
subject to all real estate taxes,
and assessments currently
due, delinquent or which are
to become a lien.
Said sale will be made with-
out relief from valuation or
appraisement laws. If the sale
is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's
Attorney.

Doyle & Foutty, P.C.
41 E Washington St, STE 400

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Larry R. Newton, Jr.
Jay County Sheriff

CR 5-29,6-5,12-2024-HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 10
Abbey Booher’s one-out single to

left field started the key inning
from Yorktown and Anna Rinker
followed with a deep shot to right
field that Morgan Missicano could-
n’t quite track down at the fence.
An error allowed Booher to score,
and then Rinker executed a delay
steal of  home plate in which she
strayed far off  of  third base, await-
ed the throw to try to pick her off
and then broke for home.

It marked the second time in the
game that an attempted pick off  at
third base resulted in a Tiger run,
as Ava McNally had scored on an
errant throw in the second inning.

“We can’t make mistakes and
give them extra outs,” said
Arbuckle. “I know they scored a
couple runs on a few mistakes …
Little things like that just add up.”

Pitcher Mallory Winner didn’t
allow the Tigers to muster any
more offense, stranding two run-
ners apiece in the fourth and sixth
innings. (She sat them down in
order in the fifth.) But Jay County
couldn’t find any more offense
either.

Junior Jaelynn Lykins smoked
the ball in all three of  her at bats
against McNally — a solo home
run off  the scoreboard in dead cen-
ter field in the second inning, a
double to left in the fourth and a
shot that deflected off  of  the pitch-
er in the sixth. But each hit came
with the bases empty — she led off
both the second and fourth innings
— as the rest of  the squad strug-
gled to get on base.

“You’ve got to have girls on base,
and we’ve had that all year, pro-

duction all the way through the
lineup,” Arbuckle said. “The bot-
tom of  the lineup today struggled a
little bit. It’s just one of  those
things. Some days you have it,
some days you don’t.”

The only hits other than those
from Lykins came consecutively

with two outs in the third inning
as Missicano slapped an infield
hit, stole second base and then
scored on a Winner double to left
field.

McNally blew through the bot-
tom five hitters in the Patriot order
as they went a combined 0-for-14

against her. Three of  those came
on strikeouts, 10 of  the remaining
11 were on pop ups or fly balls.

“We’ve said all year, our outfield
is extremely fast,” said Jeremy
Penrod. “If  we can keep the ball in
the field of  play, we’re probably
going to catch it.”

Falls ...
Box score

Jay County Patriots
vs. No. 7 Yorktown Tigers

IHSAA Class 3A 
Sectional 24 semifinal

at Delta

Jay County (16-7)
ab r h bi

Missicano rf 3 1 1 0
Winner p 3 0 1 1

Miller cr 0 0 0 0
Champ 3b 3 0 0 0
Lykins c 3 1 3 1

Romine cr 0 0 0 0
Shimp 1b 3 0 0 0
Fraley cf 3 0 0 0
Schwietermn ss 3 0 0 0
Trinidad 2b 3 0 0 0
Yates lf 2 0 0 0
Totals 26 2 5 2

Yorktown (21-2)
ab r h bi

CHazen cf 4 0 1 0
Jaromin lf 3 1 1 0
Booher 3b 3 1 2 0
Rinker c 3 1 2 1

LHazen cr 0 0 0 0
Bartle dp 3 0 1 0
LaFerney p 3 0 0 0
McNally 2b 3 1 1 0
Fields 1b 3 0 1 0
Aul rf 3 0 1 0
Morgan ss 0 0 0 0
Totals 38 4 10 1

Jay County 011 000 0 — 2
Yorktown 112 000 X — 4

LOB — Jay County 3, Yorktown 6.
2B — Jay County 2 (Winner,
Lykins). HR — Jay County 1
(Lykins). SB — Jay County 1 (Mis-
sicano), Delta 2 (Rinker, Bartle).

IP H R ER BB SO
Jay County
Winner 6 9 4 1 0 0

Yorktown
LaFerney 7 5 2 2 1 5

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School catcher Jaelynn Lykins dives to tag out Brooklyn Bartle of the Class
3A No. 7 Yorktown Tigers at the plate in the third inning of Saturday’s sectional championship game
at Delta. Lykins finished 3-for-3 with a solo home run and a double, but the Patriots still lost 4-2.



Continued from page 10
Farr went to his bullpen,

calling on A.J. Myers to
take over with the winning
run at the plate. He worked
a full count against Landon
Semler, but slipped up to
walk in the first run.

Arrington Murray hit a
sacrifice fly to Cody Rowles
in center field to score the
second run, and moved the
Trojans (6-20) to their final
out.

Brayden Hancock
smacked a single to left
field to tie the game at 12-12
with runners on first and
third and two outs.

Frazier looked at the first
pitch, a strike, to go down 0-
1 in the count. He didn’t let
it go any further, hitting a
screaming ground ball past
the outstretched arm of
Parker Nichols at third
base to drive in the winning
run and walk off  Jay Coun-
ty (13-12).

“When you play 25 games
against the competition
and the schedule we play,
you show up in the tourna-
ment knowing how to com-
pete against good teams,”
said New Castle coach Jody
Gray. “Jay County (gave) us
just pesky baseball. A well
coached team with good
execution.

“When you have a team
that is willing to do that for
eight innings, you have to
rely on what the past has
taught you. We’ve been
here before so we just
stayed strong and consis-
tent.”

Jay County had a chance
to end the game in the sev-
enth inning as well, but a
pair of  mistakes and some
timely hitting helped New
Castle tie the game.

Mefford flew out to begin
the inning before Robert
Fox pinch hit and smashed
a double to the left field
wall.

Kade Sommers then
struck out both Bane and
Semler, but both reached
base on dropped third
strikes that weren’t con-
verted, the first a low throw
from Drew Schemenaur
and the second popping of
the heel of  Ryne Gold-
sowrthy’s glove.

The strikeouts would
have ended the game, but
rather allowed two runs to
score.

“It’s very difficult to win
games like that,” Farr said.
“Drew is a really, really
good catcher and he’s going
to continue to be a really
good catcher. He just made
a couple of  mistakes and
that’s all.”

Three batters later, Fra-
zier hit the single that tied
the game off  of  Edwards.

Frazier finished 3-for-5
with two of  the biggest
RBIs for the Trojans.

“He’s been a leader with-
in this program for the last
two or three years,” Gray
said. “In big moments, he
knows how to step up and
put balls on lines where
they need to go. He under-
stands baseball with that
IQ.”

Ryne Goldsworthy was a
highlight of  the Patriots’
offense in the loss. He fin-
ished 4-for-5 with a game-
high five RBIs. He drove in
two runs with a single in
the first, two more in the
sixth and a final one in the
seventh. Goldsworthy’s
sixth-inning single tied the
game and he later claimed
the lead for JCHS by taking
advantage of  a pair of  mis-
takes by Mefford behind
the plate.

Joe Geesaman, Scheme-
naur and Edwards also hit
well in the loss, combining
for 10 hits.

“We had a lot of  hits,”
Farr said. “They battled
today and put us in a posi-

tion to win a ballgame sev-
eral times over today. We
just couldn’t execute it to
get it done.”

The Commercial Review
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Local schedule
Thursday

Fort Recovery — Track state tourna-
ment at Univesity of Datyon – 4 p.m.;
Baseball regional opener vs. Montpe-
lier at Elida – 5 p.m.

Friday
Fort Recovery — Track state tourna-

ment at Univesity of Datyon – 6:30
p.m.

TV sports
Today

1:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-
nals at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Dallas
Stars at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — MLS: Portland Timbers
at Austin (FS1)

10:45 p.m. — MLS: Minnesota
United at Los Angeles FC (FS1)

Thursday
12 p.m. — College softball tourna-

ment: Alabama at UCLA (ESPN)
2 p.m. — LPGA Tour: U.S.  Women’s

Open (USA)
2:30 p.m. — College softball tour-

nament: Duke at Oklahoma (ESPN)
7 p.m. — College softball tourna-

ment: Stanford at Texas (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at

Indiana Fever (FOX)
8 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Florida Pan-

thers at New York Rangers (ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Min-

nesota Timberwolves at Dallas Maver-
icks (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — College softball tour-
nament: Oklahoma State at Florida
(ESPN2)

Friday
12 p.m. — Tennis: French Open

(NBC)
12 p.m. — College baseball:

Coastal Carolina at Vanderbilt (ESPN2)
2 p.m. — LPGA Tour: U.S.  Women’s

Open (USA)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds

at Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
6 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck

Series: Toyota 200 (FS1)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-

nals at Philadelphia Phillies (Bally Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — College softball tourna-
ment (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — College softball tour-
nament (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — AHL: Milwaukee Admi-
rals at Gochella Valley Firebirds (FOX)

Local notes
Date set

The 42nd annual Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County/Annie Oakley
Gold Tournament is set to take place
on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf Course
in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For aditional information or an entry
form call (937) 548-9960 or email
director@cadcinfo.org.

Races coming up
The Adams County Challenge has

two races schedule for June.
On June 8 at 8 a.m., the Youth for

Christ 5K will start at Ceylon Covered
Bridge outside of Geneva. Participants
can register online at
bigjawsfc.org/event/5k for $20. A t-
shirt is included for those who register
before June 1.

The Superhero Fun Run for those
12-and-under will be held at 8 a.m.
with a 5K following at 8:30 a.m. on
June 15. Both races will begin at 141
N First St., Decatur.

Registration costs $15 and will also
include a t-shirt if done before June 1.

Outing scheduled
The annual City of Portland Mayor’s

Golf Outing has been scheduled for Fri-
day, June 14, at Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be
held from 11 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on
the day of the outing. A meal will also
be provided for the four-person teams
at this time. Registration is limited to
the first 20 teams and must be com-
pleted by June 10 and submitted to
321 N. Meridian St., emailing mayor-
soffice@thecityofportland.net or calling
(260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun
start at noon. Those interested can
also sponsor the event. It cost $150 to
sponsor a hole, $200 to sponsor a
team and a meal or $300 for to spon-
sor a team, a meal and hole sponsor-
ship.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

History ...
Contined from page 10
Matsuda and Pearson

will both compete in indi-
vidual events as well.

Pearson is making her
fourth straight state
appearance in the long
jump. After making the
finals her first three years,
she is seeded 10th with a
mark of  17 feet, 4.5 inches.
Morgan Baumer (17 feet,
five inches) of  St. Henry
holds the ninth seed for the
final spot in the finals,
while Peebles’ Payton John-
son (17 feet, 6.25 inches) has
the eighth seed for the final
medal. Sandy Valley’s Lexi
Tucci jumped the furthest
at the regional with a dis-
tance of  18 feet, 3.5 inches
for the top spot. 

Pearson isn’t bothered
about the seed lines
because she has had previ-
ous experiences at state.

“Coaches told me I’ve
had the biggest PR out of
everyone there,” Pearson
said. “I have it in me. I’ve
jumped it before and I’ve
done it before.

“It makes me feel good
thinking even with two bad
meets I’m still making it to
state. Feeling that way
makes me comfortable
going into state, but I also
want to maximize my time
there.”

Matsuda got an at-large
berth in the 300 hurdles and
is seeded 15th at 46.82 sec-
onds. Jameson Pillifant of
the Columbus School for
Girls holds the ninth seed
at 46.02. Diller noted that
while Matusda wasn’t natu-
rally a hurdler, her athleti-
cism and work ethic played
a large role in getting her to
the state meet.

Brunswick and
Heitkamp won’t touch the
track until Friday.

Brunswick ran a school
record 5 minutes, 10.75 sec-
onds, at the regional to

earn an at-large bid in the
1,600 run. She is seeded
15th, while Dayton Christ-
ian’s Isabella Ferriman is
seeded eighth at 5:06.72.
Ferriman is just one seed
better than Minster’s
Chaney Cedarleaf, who
Brunswick beat at the dis-
trict meet on May 17.

Heitkamp, the sole repre-
sentative of  the boys team,
will compete in the 1,600
run and the 3,200 run. (He
qualified in the 3,200 run in
2022 and the 1,600 run in
2023, but this is the first
time he made it to state in
both events.)

His time of  4:22.58 is good
for the 11th seed and trails
Denison Murphy of  Grand-
view Heights by 1.04 sec-
onds for the No. 8 seed.
Heitkamp holds the same
seed with a 9:38.79 in the
3,200 run. Whiteoak’s Lan-
don Eyre is seeded eighth
with a time of  9:24.2.

Heitkamp has a couple of
potential goals to hit,
including improving on his
13th and 14th-place finish-
es, medaling, setting new
career bests and setting
school records. While hav-
ing these different goals, he
is following his coach’s
guidance in not putting too
much pressure but rather
focusing on enjoying his
final high school meet.

“I’ve made it to the final,”
Heitkamp said. “It’s going
to be a very hard race but
the advantage is I’m not
expected to go out and win
anything, so I can take that
pressure off  myself. The
last two weeks there was
the pressure to qualify and
perform well.

“Here, there’s not that
pressure to perform well,
however, I have a great field
around me to push me to a
fast time and hopefully a
great place.”

State ...

Youth soccer is officially under-
way.

Pennville Soccer Club held
opening day on Saturday and the
WPGW Lions put up the most
dominant victory out of  the Wild-
cat Division.

The Lions took down the Pen-
nville General Store Tigers 7-1.
Karsen Kuhn, Bryce Richard and
Jade Westgerdes all scored a pair
of  goals for the Lions, while Jack-
son Westgerdes added one as well.

Blake Jellison scored the only
goal for the Tigers.

The Tigers bounced back later
with a 2-1 victory over the Port-
land Insurance Cougars. Jellison
found the back of  the net twice in
the game, while the Cougars’ only
point came from  Alivia McClain.

The POET Bioprocessing Chee-
tahs and the Penrod Monument
Jaguars finished in a 1-1 tie. Liam
Thompson scored for the Chee-
tahs while Camden Vinson did
for the Jaguars.

Hammond leads
Anniston Hammond led the

Stinger Division of  Pennville Soc-
cer Club on Saturday with four
goals.

She scored three to lead the
AgBest Express Bees to a 6-3 vic-
tory over the A Place to Grow
Wasps. Phebe Love and Dakotah
Galbreath supported Hammond
with two goals and one goal,
respectively.

Mabel Leonhard scored twice
for the Wasps, while Kenna Pen-
rod found the net once.

Hammond scored the only goal
for the Bees in their 4-1 loss to the
Patriot Sportswear Hornets. The
Hornets were led by Raelyn
McClain with two points. Ian
Kaehr and Bonnie Burroughs
scored once each as well.

Three scored
Neymar Carreno and Owen

Ehrhart each scored three goals

to lead the Space division of  the
Pennville Soccer Club on Satur-
day.

All three of  Ehrhart’s goals
came in a 4-1 victory for the
Dave’s Heating and Cooling
Asteroids over the Vinson Rental
Properties Galaxy.

Addi McClain scored the other
goal for the Asteroids, while
Carter Love accounted for the
Galaxy’s only goal.

Carreno scored one of  his goals
in the Bro Shadow Meteors’ 3-0
win over the Ohio Valley Gas
Stars. Liam Phipps and Jonas
Westfall also found the net in the
game.

Carreno’s other two goals came
in the 4-1 victory over New Begin-
nings Holiness Church Rockets.

Lennon Cosner had the Rock-
ets’ sole score, while Phipps and
Aria Twibell added one each for
the Meteors.

Hutzler mashes
Corbin Hutzler led POET Bio-

processing to a 16-9 victory over
Barnett’s Auto Parts in Portland
Junior League Rookie baseball.

Hutzler smashed a home run,
two triples and a single while
scoring three runs in the game.

Jaxon Allred, Harvey Hemmel-
garn and Hudson Bullock-
Thomas also earned extra-base
hits. Allred hit a triple and two
doubles while Hemmelgarn had
one of  each. Both players scored
three runs. Bullock-Thomas hit a
double and a single.

Pennville Soccer Club opened season Saturday
Youth
roundup

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS senior Mara Pearson lands in the
sand pit at the Spencerville district meet May 17.
Pearson is seeded 10th for the state tournament.

Box score
New Castle Trojans

vs. Jay County Patriots

IHSAA Class 3A 
Sectional 24 semifinal

at Yorktown

Jay County (13-12)
ab r h bi

Edwards lf 6 2 3 0
Schemenaur c 4 1 3 2

Jetmore cr 0 3 0 0
SMyers ss 6 2 2 3
Nichols 3b 5 1 0 0
Goldsworthy 1b 5 1 3 5
Geesaman dh 5 0 4 0
Brown rf 4 0 0 1
Wendel 2b 3 1 0 0
Rowles cf 1 1 0 0
Totals 39 12 15 11

New Castle (7-20)
ab r h bi

Hancock p 5 1 1 1
Frazier ss 5 0 2 2
Harris 2b 5 2 2 0
Adkins 1b 3 1 1 1

Sticco p 1 0 0 0
Bell p 1 0 0 0

Mefford c 4 2 3 1
Stilwell rf 4 2 2 0

Fox ph 1 1 1 0
Bane lf 3 2 2 2
Semler cf 5 2 1 1
Murray 3b 2 0 0 1
Totals 43 13 15 9

Jay County 200 203 23 —
12
New Castle 500 100 34 —
13

LOB — Jay County 16, New Castle
8. 2B — Jay County 1 (Goldswor-
thy) New Castle 1 (Fox). 3B — New
Castle 1 (Mefford). HR — Jay
County 1 (Myers).

IP H R ER BB SO
Jay County
Vazquez 0.1 5 5 3 1 0
Phillips 4.1 4 1 1 4 4
Sommers 1.2 2 3 0 1 2
Edwards 1.2 3 3 3 1 2
AMyers 0.1 2 1 1 1 0

New Castle
Hanock 3 5 4 4 4 2
Sticco 2.1 5 3 3 1 2
Bell 1 1 2 2 3 0
Murray 1.2 5 3 3 0 0
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$1399
lb

NY Strip
Steaks

f

/0

$299
10-1 lb case of 80//220

Ground
Beef
frrozen, in tubes

Whole
Briskets

$189
lb

p
Ribs
W

$339
lb

Whhole Hog

Sausage
Patties

l/l/
tr

lli(
w

Pork
Cutlets

$339
lb

$449

**new*** Phillywursts
(ssmoked phillllyy

cheesesteak braatss)

$4.49/llbb
Hot
Dogs
$3.69/llbb

W $269
lb

lb

Whhole Bone In

Pork
Butts

rf

/9

srf/st((44 pattiies//llb, frroozen 1 lb pkgs))

lb

American
Potato Salad  . . . . . . . . .$2.89/lb
American
Cheese Slices  . . . . . . .$3.99/lb

less $3.69//llb

(assorted fllavorss)

Fresh
Bratwursts

$369
lb

l/ l/

Smoked
Sausage
(rope style)
$3.99/llbb

Bacon Ends
& Pieces
3 lb pkgs
$2.39/llbb
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

FRHS baseball opens
regional against Montpelier,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

Only six Indians are set
to compete tomorrow.

For five of  them, it will be
the last time they don the
purple and white, and they
are hoping to celebrate
their final career appear-
ances as Indians.

The Fort Recovery High
School track team will be
represented at the OHSAA
Division III state tourna-
ment at the University of
Dayton’s Welcome Stadium
Thursday and Friday by
five seniors and one junior
and will compete in a total
of  eight events.

“It’s going to be a fun
meet,” said FRHS coach
Christy Diller. “We’ve got a
really talented bunch of
kids and a lot of  them qual-
ified in two events which is
crazy. …

Our goal is to make
finals. I think keeping it
light and low key keeps
everyone in a good head-
space so they can go out,
have fun and compete.”

The lone junior, Anna
Roessner, will compete in
three events, while Trevor
Heitkamp, Kiana Matsuda
and Mara Pearson are slat-
ed for two events and Natal-
ie Brunswick will be in
one.

Roessner will be the first
athlete to compete for Fort
Recovery in Thursday’s
prelims.

She is slated to run the
100-meter dash at approxi-
mately 4:50 p.m. and is list-
ed as the fourth seed with a
time of  12.24 seconds.
Regional-foe Delaney Jones
of  West Liberty Salem has
the top seed at 11.93 sec-
onds. The other two sprint-
ers are a lot more familiar,
as Roessner raced against
St. John’s Alex Kessen (12.0
seconds) and Coldwater’s
Izzy Zahn (12.21 seconds)
multiple times throughout
the season.

Later in the evening,
Roessner will look to
advance and face all three
in the 200-meter dash, as
the same three girls hold
the top spots in that event
as well.

“It’s nice to know them
and know that I’m friends
with them,” Roessner said.
“It’s fun to know that all
these girls from the (Mid-
west Athletic Conference)
are all up there at state. …

“I know I have the poten-
tial to keep them and will
keep that in the back of  my
head, but I also know they
are very, very fast, so it’s
not easy by all means.”

Roessner will also lead
off  the 4x100 relay team
that holds the highest seed
of  the Indians at third. The
regional time of  49.19 sec-
onds clocks in 0.02 seconds
slower than Trinity for the
second seed.

The top seed, West Liber-
ty-Salem, held a lower seed
than the Indians at the
regional, but ran what
would be a state record
48.67 seconds. (Gates Mills
Gilmour Academy set the
record of  48.7 in 2009.)

“We are seeded well,”
Diller said. “My personal
philosophy is that if  we
keep things light they can
compete their best because
they aren’t worried about
pressure on them.”

Diller had good things to
say about each leg of  the
race from Roessner’s
starts, Paige Guggen-
biller’s ability to step into
the role last year to create a
winning formula, Kiana
Matsuda’s ability to “cook
the curve” and create dis-
tance in the third leg before
Mara Pearson powers
through the final stretch.

See State page 9

FRHS
track
won’t
stress
over
state
tourney

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

YORKTOWN — Max
Upchurch ended the Patriots’
season in 2023 with a single up
the middle to lift the Trojans to a
4-3 victory.

Upchurch is no longer with the
Trojans after graduating in 2023,
but the team’s magic didn’t leave
with him.

Down four runs going into the
bottom of  the eighth inning, they
started to rally and loaded the
bases with a walk and two hits.

Another walk, a sacrifice fly
and a single seemed to crush the
Patriots as the game got tied up.

Then Gavin Frazier delivered
the kill shot.

The Patriots fell to the bad side
of  history once again.

For the second year in a row,
the Jay County High School
baseball team suffered a walk off
loss to the New Castle Trojans in
the IHSAA Class 3A Sectional 24
semifinal at Yorktown. The game
was originally scheduled for Fri-
day, but excessive lightning
resulted in the game being
delayed to Saturday.

“It’s really hard (to swallow),”
JCHS coach Todd Farr said. “We
had several opportunities to
close that game out and get it
done and we didn’t.

“Give those guys a lot of  cred-
it for sticking in it and battling.
Our guys battled, we just could-
n’t close it out.”

The win gave New Castle the
opportunity to play Delta in
Monday’s championship game.

In the top of  the eighth inning,
Sam Myers smashed a three-run
home run to deep right field to
give Jay County a 12-9 advan-
tage.

It just couldn’t hold on.
Jackson Edwards recorded the

first out of  the inning by sitting
Coy Akins down with a strikeout
looking. Edwards then walked
Garren Mefford before Cormac
Stilwell’s line drive to left and
Carson Bane’s infield single.

See History page 9

History repeats itself

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — The Patriots
responded once.

They responded twice.
Playing in a sectional

championship game for the
first time in 14 years, they
hung in there against a
state-ranked rival.

They just made a few too
many mistakes and could-
n’t generate quite enough
offense.

Jay County High School’s
softball team battled York-
town in Saturday’s section-
al championship game at
Delta but was unable to
overcome the Class 3A No. 7
Tigers as its season came to
an end with a 4-2 defeat.

“I’m just proud of  these
girls for the way they
fought and battled,” said
JCHS coach Doug Arbuck-
le. “They played with a lot
of  heart.

“That’s a good ball team,
good pitcher, and we hung
with them.”

The win was the 19th in a
row for the Tigers, who
opened 2-2 but have not
dropped a game since
falling 11-2 to Class 4A No. 4

New Palestine on April 16.
Their four runs mark their
lowest total since a 3-2 vic-
tory April 25 over West-
field.

“They played well,” said
YHS coach Jeremy Penrod.
“Give a lot of  credit to
them. They really deserved
to win this game just as
much as we did.”

Yorktown (21-2), which
has won three consecutive
sectional championships
and is also the two-time
defending regional champi-
on, was set to host Norwell
(17-7) in the regional title
game at 6 p.m. Tuesday. The
winner advances to the
semi-state to play either
Boone Grove or No. 2 West-
ern on Saturday at Twin
Lakes.

After the Tigers scored
one run each in the bottom
of  the first and second
innings Saturday, Jay
County (16-7) responded
with one of  their one in the
top of  the following frame.
It was the two they tallied
in the bottom of  the third
that the Patriots couldn’t
match.

See Falls page 8

JCHS falls to No. 7
Yorktown in final

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School seniors Sam Myers (19) and Ryne Goldsworthy (23)
connect to get the lead runner out at second base during the Patriots’ 13-12 loss to New
Castle in Saturday’s sectional semifinal at Yorktown. The two provided an offensive spark
with five combined hits and eight RBIs.

Jay County
baseball gets
walked off by
New Castle for
second year in

a row at
sectional


