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After eight years as pres-
ident of  Ivy Tech Commu-
nity College of  Indiana,
Sue Ellspermann
announced her impending
retirement at a board of
trustees meeting on Thurs-
day.

Ellspermann, who has
led the college since 2016, is
Ivy Tech’s ninth president
— and the first woman to
hold the position. She said
she will officially step down
at the end of  her contract,
which expires June 30, 2025.

In her explanation,
Ellspermann told the Ivy
Tech Board of  Trustees
she’s expecting her 10th
grandchild. Her husband,
she added, “has already
retired twice.”

“The college has, over
these last eight years,
grown into an
institution that is achiev-
ing record growth out-

comes and impact. Fur-
ther, the college has exc-
eptional leaders who are ev-
en more capable of  shep-
herding our continued gro-
wth and service to Indiana,
and talented, innovative
faculty and staff  commit-
ted to our mission, our stu-
dents and our communi-
ties,” she said. “So, that’s
why I know it is a good time
— the right time — for a
new leader. It’s been an incr-
edible honor, an honor of  a
lifetime  to serve as Ivy Teto
serve as Ivy Tech’s presi-
dent.”

Under her leadership,
she helped Ivy Tech bolster
its career development
services and launch the
first Industry 4.0 associate
degree. She also led the
development of  Ivy Tech’s
new strategic plan, which
focuses on better prepar-
ing students to meet Indi-
ana’s skilled workforce
needs.

In a Thursday interview
with the Indiana Capital
Chronicle, Ellspermann
cited those efforts as some
her proudest.

See Retiring page 2
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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  79 degrees Friday.
The low was 59.

Skies will be mostly cloudy
Saturday with a high in the
upper 70s. 

Tonight’s low will be around
60 with a 30% chance of  show-
ers and winds gusting to 20

miles per hour. Skies will be
mostly sunny Sunday with a
high in the upper 70s and a 20%
chance of  rain. Expect a low in
the mid 50s followed by mostly
sunny skies Monday with a
high in the lower 70s.

For an extended forecast, see
page 2.

There was an error in a
story in Thursday’s newspa-
per regarding an upcoming
event. Portland Elks will host
a fundraiser for Jayland Part-
ners, which will include a Flag
Day Ceremony, on Friday at
Good-Rich Brewery. The
fundraiser will run from 5 to 9
p.m. with the Flag Day Cere-
mony at 6 p.m.

Tuesday — Results from
the FRHS baseball team at the
state finals.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Portland Rockets’ game
against the Muncie Chiefs.

Weather Correction Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Mrs. P’s passion

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jane Prescott, pictured above, and Steve Prescott opened Mrs. P’s Kitchen on March 9. The business offers baked
goods, fudge, candy and other treats. Mrs. P’s Kitchen also provides catering services.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jane Prescott has been a
teacher by day and baker by
night.

Known by her students as
“Mrs. P,” she decided the name
of  her newly established shop
should reflect both her passions.

Jane Prescott and her hus-
band, Steve, opened Mrs. P’s
Kitchen on March 9.

It’s in the shop formerly occu-
pied by Sharlette’s Fudgery and
Candies at 112 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Keeping with the fudge and
candy business, Mrs. P’s Kitchen
offers eight to 10 flavors of  fudge
at any given time and a wide
variety of  bagged chocolates.
Mrs. P’s Kitchen creates bakery
goods, serving everything from
cookies and cupcakes to cinna-
mon rolls and doughnuts, as well
as other treats. The business also
offers catering services.

During the school year, Jane
Prescott spent her mornings
teaching first graders at East
Elementary and her evenings at
the shop. 

“Teacher by day, baker by
night,” said Prescott, who previ-
ously taught at Redkey Elemen-
tary School.

Various mementos from for-
mer students over the years have
trickled their way into her store
— they include a “Joe Cool”
Peanuts Snoopy figure near the
register and a wooden pencil
sign with her name written on it
in the front window. 

Baking is a stress-reliever for
Prescott, who thrives on multi-
tasking. She has been profession-
ally baking for about a decade,

starting with selling baked goods
at farmers markets with her
youngest son, Hunter. “Cookies
for College,” as they called their
stand, went toward Hunter’s col-
lege expenses about seven or
eight years ago.

She also worked with
Bearcreek Farms for more than
20 years as an adult. Her service
to the business dates back into
her youth.

“I bussed my first table at, I
don’t know, maybe 10,” she
recalled.

See Passion page 2

Prescott’s new bakery and candy shop in Portland
is decorated with mementos from former students

By MICHELLE JAMRISKO
and JORDAN FABIAN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

President Joe Biden
announced a new $225 mil-
lion aid package for
Ukraine during a meeting
with his counterpart,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and
pledged continued U.S.
support as Kyiv looks to
turn the tide in the war
with Russia.

Biden said Friday part
of  the aid package would
help Ukraine rebuild its
electrical grid, which has
been decimated by Russ-
ian attacks. It also
includes ammunition that
Ukrainian forces could
use to strike targets inside
Russia from the epicenter
of  fighting in Kharkiv,
according to The Associat-
ed Press.

“I’m not going to walk
away from you,” Biden
told Zelenskyy. “We’re still
in completely, thorough-
ly.”

The contrite-sounding
U.S. president apologized
to the Ukrainian leader
“for the weeks of  not
knowing” if  more U.S.
assistance would be
approved when Republi-
cans held up an aid pack-
age. “We got it done final-
ly,” Biden said.

Biden and Zelenskyy
met in Paris where they
are participating in cere-
monies to mark the 80th
anniversary of  the D-Day
landings, which helped
the Allies reverse the
momentum against Nazi
Germany during World
War II. Biden has used the
events to highlight the
need to sustain support
for Kyiv, linking the war to
the Allied effort to defeat
Nazi Germany and pre-
serve democracy eight
decades ago.

Zelenskyy said their
meeting in Paris was
“very symbolic” and that
“it’s very important you
stay with us,” thanking
Biden for the new aid
package.

See Aid page 2

Package
of $225
million
in aid
goes to
Ukraine

Ivy Tech Community College

Ivy Tech Community College President Sue Ellspermann has
announced her intention to retire. Ellspermann, who has led the college since
2016, is Ivy Tech’s ninth president — and the first woman to hold the position. 

Ellspermann retiring

Former lieutenant
governor was college’s
first woman president



Continued from page 1
Ukraine is facing a

renewed Russian offen-
sive and stepped-up air
attacks on its cities as
Moscow capitalizes on the
months-long delay in new
U.S. aid that left Kyiv fac-
ing weapons shortages.

The U.S. and other
nations have stepped up
their negotiations to
secure an agreement on
how to utilize seized Russ-
ian assets to provide as
much as $50 billion in crit-
ical financing for Ukraine
— funds that will help
shield the country from
political shifts in allied
nations.

Biden is also allowing
Ukraine to strike some
military targets within
Russia using U.S.-provid-
ed weapons, a move he
long resisted over fears
that it could draw other
countries into the war. In
an interview Thursday,
Biden sought to character-
ize the move as limited in
scope to certain Russian
targets across the border,
saying that the U.S. was
not “authorizing strikes
on Moscow, on the Krem-
lin.”

Biden is also set to meet
Zelenskyy next week on
the sidelines of  the Group
of  Seven summit in Italy,
but he will not be attend-
ing an upcoming peace
summit in Switzerland, a
decision that has rankled
the Ukrainian leader.
Biden has a previously
scheduled high-dollar
political fundraiser in Los
Angeles featuring former
President Barack Obama
and Hollywood stars

George Clooney and Julia
Roberts.

National Security Advi-
sor Jake Sullivan and Vice
President Kamala Harris
will attend the summit
instead. Zelenskyy said
Friday he was “thankful”
for the U.S. delegation’s
participation.
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Saturday
Frasher, David: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

June 15
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Aid ...

Continued from page 1
Former store owners

Sharlette and Ron Cole passed
the keys over to the Prescotts
on March 1. They had served
treats to the community from
the space along Meridian
Street near the Community
Resource Center for two
decades.

A Bluffton native, Jane
Prescott has lived in Portland
for about 35 years. Something
had always drawn her to the
corner where Sharlette’s
Fudgery and Candies stood. 

She knew Sharlette Cole, hav-
ing purchased items from time

to time at the fudgery. When
she learned the Coles had been
considering selling their busi-
ness, the wheels started turn-
ing.

“(Steve and I) did a lot of  soul
searching, and we decided it
could be something that we
could do together as we get
older,” she said.

Given her background, Jane
Prescott’s focus for the shop
has shifted to offering more
types of  baked goods alongside
the fudge and candy goodies.

“That’s really my first love,”
she said.

Other items in stock at her

store include jams, jellies, mus-
tards, sauces, pretzels and gra-
nola, drink, dip and cheeseball
mixes. She mentioned plans
Friday to start selling pickles,
noodles and glass bottled sodas
next week and hopes to begin
offering to-go breakfast and
lunch meals this summer.
Prescott wants to keep a rotat-
ing stock of  different items.

“I like to keep it fresh and
new,” she said. “I think that’s
important.”

She’s also been catering
meals and treats for events,
including dinner for the Jay
County Community Awards on

May 11 and various graduation
parties this week.

Now that school is out for the
summer, the store’s hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays, and 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. If
folks notice the lights are on
and decide to stop by, she
added, just knock.

With Prescott taking over the
business, Sharlette Cole
planned to spend her newly
found free time gardening and
traveling. She hoped to visit her
son, daughter-in-law and grand-
son in Syracuse more often.

Prescott took her turn as the

student Feb. 29 when she and
Cole made a batch of  fudge
together during Cole’s last day
at the shop. Cole spoke confi-
dently about the decision to
pass the baton to Prescott.

“I couldn’t ask for a better per-
son to have come in here,” said
Cole. “She’s just as particular as
I am, and she makes things look
really great. She’s creative, you
know, she’s already got the back-
ground for baking her cupcakes
and catering and everything.
She’s the perfect one that I can
walk away and know all my cus-
tomers and corporate orders
will be taken care of.”

Passion ...

Continued from page 1
She also pointed to the college’s

new flat-rate tuition model for
those who enroll in more than 12
credits worth of  classes, as well as
a program providing free text-
books to students for required
courses.

“All of  the improvements we’ve
made … what we’re doing is hand
in glove with the Indiana Economic
Development Corporation to help
recruit SK Hynix and Samsung and
so on to Indiana,” she said. “It’s a
privilege to do the skills training,
the degrees, that they need to have
a successful workforce.”

Ellspermann said further build-
ing out Ivy Tech’s skills training
options and providing Hoosier
adult learners access to “the cre-
dentials of  value that our employ-
ers want” will be top-of-list for her
successor. 

Prior to leading Ivy Tech,
Ellspermann served as a state rep-
resentative from 2010 to 2012 for
District 74, which encompasses
multiple counties in rural south-
west Indiana. 

As a legislator, Ellspermann
served on commerce and labor
committees and co-authored the
state’s right-to-work law “that has

since attracted robust economic
development to Indiana,” accord-
ing to her Ivy Tech biography.

She was later lieutenant gover-
nor under former Gov. Mike Pence.
In that role, Ellspermann served as
vice chair of  the Indiana Career
Council and the Indiana State
Workforce Investment Board. 

She resigned before the comple-
tion of  her term in March 2016 to
become president of  Ivy Tech.
Pence ultimately appointed now-
Gov. Eric Holcomb to serve out the
remainder of  her term.

Aside from politics, Ellspermann
was previously the founding direc-
tor of  the Center of  Applied
Research and Economic Develop-
ment at the University of  Southern
Indiana from 2006 to 2012.

Earlier in her career, she held
operations and engineering posi-
tions at Frito-Lay, Michelin Tire
Corporation and General Motors.

Currently, Ellspermann chairs the
Central Indiana Corporate Partner-
ship Board of  Directors and serves on
the Governor’s Workforce Cabinet,
Indiana Chamber, Indy Chamber,
Applied Research Institute, Strada
Education Foundation and Center for
Leadership Development boards. Her
corporate board service includes

OneAmerica, German American
Bancorp and OFS.

Ellspermann holds doctorate
and masters degrees from the Uni-
versity of  Louisville in Industrial
Engineering, as well as a bache-
lor’s from Purdue University in
Industrial Engineering.

“I’ve never worked at a place
like this. Ivy Tech is really spe-
cial. The culture is great. The peo-
ple work hard, and the focus is on
doing the right thing — to
serve  our students and our com-
munity,” she said Thursday. “It’s
been so much fun for me
to watch new employees fall in love
, and truly fall in love, with Ivy
Tech. I know, because I fell
in love eight years ago.”

“I hope that by announcing the
year out, this provides the board plen-
ty of  time to complete an exception-
al presidential search,” Ellspermann
continued  “Together, we will
have and create a smooth other tran-
sition, and we can use this year to fur-
ther elevate the college, our campus-
es and our programs.”

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Russia
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Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 1-3-6
Daily Four: 5-4-2-7
Quick Draw: 7-11-13-

15-19-25-27-29-33-36-42-48-
50-53-57-60-65-66-71-74

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 2-0-7
Pick 4: 8-9-3-2

Pick 5: 6-9-8-1-1
Evening
Rolling Cash: 22-26-28-

31-37
Jackpot: $206,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$206 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.42
July corn..................4.42
Wheat ......................5.18

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.44
July corn..................4.39
Oct. corn ..................4.42

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.34
July corn..................4.34
Beans ......................11.71

July beans ..............11.67
Wheat ......................5.88

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.27
July corn..................4.29
Beans ......................11.69
July beans ..............11.63
Wheat .......................5.87

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.39
July corn..................4.39
Beans ......................11.44
July beans ..............11.49
Wheat ......................6.68

In 452, Attila the Hun
invaded Italy.

In 632, Muhammad,
the founder of  Islam,
died in Medina in what
is now Saudi Arabia.

In 1191, King
Richard I joined the
Crusaders in Acre in
what is now Israel.

In 1789, James Madi-
son introduced a pro-
posed Bill of  Rights in
the U.S. House of  Repre-
sentatives.

In 1867, American
architect Frank Lloyd
Wright was born in
Richland Center, Wis-
consin.

In 2006, Jay County
Plan Commission dis-
cussed proposed regula-
tions for confined feed-
ing operations follow-
ing a comprehensive

study that was complet-
ed in 2005.

In 2012, the Jay
County High School
boys golf  team shot 354
to finish 11th out of  12
teams in the regional
tournament at The
Players Club in York-
town.

In 2013, the Portland
Rockets returned home
from a seven-game road
trip to sweep a double-
header with wins of  8-4
and 12-1 in five innings
over Brandt Harley.

In 2022, Jay County
Council gave county
clerk Jon Eads the go-
ahead to include an
additional $90,000 into
his 2023 budget for the
purchase of  additional
voting equipment.

—The CR

CR almanac

75/55 72/49 76/56 81/60 88/66
Mostly

sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast for Sun-
day, when the
high will be in
the upper
70s.

Sunny
skies are
expected
Thursday
when the high
will be in the
upper 80s.

Wednes-
day’s weather
looks to be
mostly sunny
when the
high will be in
the low 80s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
Monday, with a
low at night in
the 40s.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Tuesday. The
low is in the
mid to upper
50s.

Sunday
6/9

Monday
6/10

Tuesday
6/11

Wednesday
6/12

Thursday
6/13

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

1 p.m. — Jay County
Personnel Committee,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,

131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Fort Recovery

Park Board, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Sheriff ’s Merit Board,
training room, sheriff ’s
office, 224 W. Water St.,
Portland.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

4:15 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works execu-
tive session, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.

Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of  Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.

each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636. 

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30

to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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May Financial Gr
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260-729-5200

Life * Health * Dental * VLife * Health * Dental * Vision ision 

 *Personal and private conversation 

May Financial Group, Inc.

Matt Franks 

 

Call Jeff or
260-729-5200

Life * Health * Dental * V

 *Personal and private conversation 

Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time employee to work 24
hours/week as a Transportation Coordinator and 16
hours/week as a Residential Activities Assistant. Hours will be
M-W 8am-4:30pm in Transportation and Th/Fri 8am-4:30pm
in Residential Activities with flexibility for transportation and
activities on evening and weekend hours as needs arise.
Responsibilities include providing high quality transportation
for Swiss Village residents utilizing Swiss Village designated
vehicles and keeping a log of transportation provided.
Additionally, this position will be responsible for assisting with
the implementation of recreation services and programs for
Swiss Village residents. This position requires an active
Indiana For-Hire Endorsement or willingness to obtain upon
hire and the ability to pass the Indiana DOT physical. This
position also requires CPR certification or the willingness to
become CPR certified within 6 months of hire. The successful
candidate must have the physical ability to push wheelchairs,
be flexible, and must have a clean driving record.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711
Or e-mail: careers@swissvillage.org

COORDINATOR/RESIDENTIAL
ACTIVITIES ASSISTANT

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I have been
friends for 20 years with a kind
and caring woman, “Brenda.”
We always shared life
moments, until recently. I
thought of  her children as my
own. Her son got married (not
in a formal or traditional wed-
ding) and didn’t want anyone
there except his parents, sib-
lings and a few friends. I was
hurt that I wasn’t included,
since Brenda always integrat-
ed herself  into my life even
when I may not have wanted
her to. 

That son and his wife are
now having a baby. At first,
Brenda told us to “save the
date” for a couple’s shower.
Then the wife’s parents chose a
venue that holds a limited
number of  guests, so none of
Brenda’s friends were invited.
(They both come from big fam-
ilies and the expectant parents
invited a lot of  their friends.) 

Brenda said she feels terrible
and will have something else
for us to celebrate another
time. Or, if  people can’t come,
she will then go to the “B list.”
I’m trying to be understanding,
but I’m so hurt and insulted I
no longer want to be a part of
this. I told her how I felt, and
we dropped it. 

I don’t want to end a friend-
ship over it, but I am harboring
ill feelings. I couldn’t even
fathom celebrating something
without her, and I am deeply
disappointed she isn’t fighting
for me. Brenda doesn’t want to
make waves with the “new” in-
laws and her kids. I don’t want
to give a gift or share in future
events as a “B lister.” How do I
get over this slight and not
hold it against her or her chil-
dren? — SORE IN NEW JER-
SEY

DEAR SORE: Here’s how:
Understand the pecking
order in that family. The
mother-to-be and her par-
ents are in control, NOT
BRENDA, who I’m sure is
embarrassed as heck by
what’s happening. Her dear
friends were excluded from

the wedding, and now this.
Forgive Brenda, refuse any
invitation in which you are
expected to give gifts to her
daughter-in-law, go on with
your life and stop making
this all about you.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a gay man

who lost my domestic partner
five years ago. My neighbor is
a single father of  a 12-year-old
son. When I first met him, he
told me he once had a domestic
partner. He talks openly about
his personal life (he was mar-
ried to a woman before living
with his son’s mother). 

He does small jobs at my
house, and I have taken him
and his son out to dinner. He
writes messages to me about
three times a week, and he told
me he plans to have me to din-
ner soon. He treats me kindly. I
think he may be interested in
me, but I don’t want to be pre-
sumptuous. 

If  I’m misinterpreting the
situation, I would be satisfied
with being friends and good
neighbors. But I would like to
find out if  he wants to pursue a
relationship. What would you
recommend I do? — INTER-
ESTED IN TEXAS

DEAR INTERESTED: I rec-
ommend you stand pat. Be
his friend and a good neigh-
bor until he makes a move
that clearly indicates he
would like more. That way
you won’t burn any bridges.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Family friend
feels excluded

Dear
Abby

By MEGAN ULU-LANI
BOYANTON
The Denver Post
Tribune News Service

BOULDER, Colo. — A slice
of  the nearly $29 million that
Boulder collected during the
first six and a half  years of  a
voter-passed soda tax has pro-
vided low-income residents
with extra money to buy fresh
produce from local business-
es.

It’s one of  many ways the
city has directed revenue
from that unusual tax to a
range of  programs focused on
improving health equity in
the community.

Maria Fraire, one of  nearly
1,500 people across 370 fami-
lies now enrolled in the Fruit
& Veg Boulder program, has
relied on the monthly stipend
to sustain her vegan diet, typ-
ically shopping at Whole
Foods. She’s been part of  the
initiative for about a year,
receiving the maximum $80
per month toward produce
purchases for her family.

“My breakfast is vegeta-
bles; my lunch is vegetables,”
she said in Spanish. Original-
ly from Zacatecas, Mexico,
Fraire has lived in Boulder
for almost 25 years.

Because of  how expensive
fresh produce can be, she
said, “For me, (the program)
helps a lot.”

Fruit & Veg Boulder is part
of  a broader Boulder County
program that also serves
Longmont residents.
Enrollees must meet low-
income thresholds; for a fami-
ly of  four, the household’s
annual adjusted gross income
should fall under $55,500. Res-
idents of  those cities can par-
ticipate if  they do not other-
wise qualify for two federal
food aid programs that assist
low-income families and
women who are pregnant or
have young children.

The produce program fills a
gap by helping, in part,
undocumented immigrants
and mixed immigration sta-
tus families, or households
with both U.S. citizens and

people without legal status.
Program participants buy

produce using paper coupons.
Households made up of  one
or two people receive $40 per
month, while those with three
or more people get $80 per
month.

The funding for Boulder’s
part of  the program comes
mostly from the city’s sugar-
sweetened beverage tax rev-
enue, awarded by its Health
Equity Fund, while Long-
mont draws on other funding
sources. Boulder became one
of  the nation’s few cities to
tax sugary drinks after its
ballot measure passed with
54% of  the vote in the 2016
election. Other cities with
soda taxes include Seattle,
Philadelphia and San Fran-
cisco.

The tax, which took effect
in July 2017, collects a 2-cent
excise tax per ounce from dis-
tributors of  sweetened bever-
ages, such as soda and energy
drinks. The ballot measure
dictated that tax revenue
would go toward health pro-
motion, wellness programs
and chronic disease preven-
tion.

The amount of  soda tax
revenue dedicated to the
Fruit & Veg Boulder program
sometimes varies, but it is
receiving $298,000 in 2024 —
the same as last year, said
Elizabeth Crowe, deputy
director of  Boulder’s Housing
and Human Services Depart-
ment.

The program has received
additional money from the
city’s allocations in the feder-
al, pandemic-era American
Rescue Plan Act: $55,000 this
year and $88,000 last year. The
extra money was used to help
reduce the program’s active
waitlist, Crowe said.

“We need this access”
The overwhelming demand

for the program is spurred in
part by Boulder’s high cost of
living. To make a living wage
in Boulder County, an adult
with no children would need
to earn $26.36 per hour at
their job, according to a liv-

ing wage calculator produced
by the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of  Technology. For a par-
ent with two children, it’s
$65.26 per hour — several
times the $14.42 minimum
wage in Boulder and Long-
mont, though the county’s
minimum wage in unincor-
porated areas is slightly high-
er.

“There are many people
who are struggling to get by
and to make it in Boulder
County,” said Amelia Hul-
bert, who leads Boulder
County Public Health’s
Healthy Eating, Active Living
team.

In Boulder, Fruit & Veg pro-
gram enrollees can frequent
the Boulder Farmers Market
and eight participating gro-
cery stores, including King
Soopers and Whole Foods
Market.

Organizations that connect
families with the program are
seeing the impact on their
community, though gaps in
access still remain.

Elena Aranda is the co-
director of  El Centro Amis-
tad, a nonprofit that supports
the county’s Latino communi-
ty. She attended an event at
the Boulder Farmers Market
last week, sitting in the shade
as market goers ambled along
13th Street, reusable bags on
their arms.

“You don’t see our commu-
nity coming here,” Aranda
said, “because it’s not afford-
able.”

But because of  the Boulder
program, participants with
coupons in hand are starting
to feel welcome in the space,
Aranda said. “We need this
access, especially for chil-
dren,” she added.

Still, Jorge De Santiago, El
Centro Amistad co-director,
said the program can serve
only a “very small percentage
of  the families who really
need the support.”

Because he doesn’t foresee
demand shrinking, De Santia-
go would like the program to
expand throughout the rest of
the county.

Program increases food access
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The Columbian
(Vancouver, Washington)
Tribune News Service

Are we ready for the next pan-
demic?

That question should be cen-
tral to the congressional Select
Subcommittee on the Coron-
avirus Pandemic. Instead, some
members spent more than three
hours Monday lobbing accusa-
tions at Dr. Anthony Fauci and
hoping something would stick.

Fauci was director of  the
National Institute of  Allergy and
Infectious Diseases from 1984 to
2022. As such, he was at the fore-
front of  assessing COVID-19 and
developing policies to reduce the
impact when a previously
unknown disease arrived in the
United States.

In the wake of  that, he has
become a target for far-right elect-
ed officials and for a variety of
conspiracy theories. Joe Kent,

who is running for Congress from
Southwest Washington, has said
Fauci should be charged with
murder to hold him “account-
able” for the “scam that is
COVID.” Others have expressed
similar sentiments.

So, when Fauci appeared in a
public hearing before the com-
mittee this week — after testify-
ing behind closed doors for 14
hours in January — it was no sur-
prise that Republican lawmakers
made claims he dismissed as
“simply preposterous.”

And it was no surprise that
some of  them repeated accusa-

tions that have been thoroughly
debunked. Truth and evidence,
apparently, are not necessary
when scoring political points or
formulating sound bites to share
on social media. For example,
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene. R-
Ga., said Fauci should be jailed;
according to The Washington
Post, she missed seven of  the
committee’s 10 previous meet-
ings.

Meanwhile, a renewal of  the
Pandemic and All-Hazards Pre-
paredness and Response Act,
which was introduced last year,
has stalled in Congress. The pur-
pose of  the act, according to the
Health and Human Services
Department, is “to improve the
nation’s public health and med-
ical preparedness and response
capabilities for emergencies,
whether deliberate, accidental, or
natural.”

The impact of  failing to pre-

pare was evident when COVID
arrived in 2020. Two years earlier,
President Donald Trump had
eliminated the federal response
team tasked with preparing for a
pandemic, reportedly as a cost-
cutting measure. In the early days
of  the pandemic, Trump insisted
that the virus would “disappear”;
he also suggested the possibility
of  killing it by infusing light or
disinfectant into the body.

More than 1 million deaths in
the U.S. have been attributed to
COVID.

Despite that failure, congres-
sional Republicans are approach-
ing the matter with the same lack
of  seriousness, focusing instead
on conspiracy theories. It is remi-
niscent of  a Trump initiative to
find voter fraud following his
election in 2016; a commission
was convened with great fanfare,
but quietly and quickly disband-
ed after failing to uncover wide-

spread irregularities. It also is
akin to efforts in the current Con-
gress to impeach President Joe
Biden; after failing to find any
“high crimes and misde-
meanors,” that effort has largely
been abandoned.

Instead of  blaming Fauci,
investigators should prepare for
the next pandemic. As Kizzmekia
Corbett, who helped develop a
COVID vaccine, wrote for Time
magazine: “The federal govern-
ment needs to change the para-
digm that defines our federal
research focuses, with an empha-
sis on being proactive instead of
reactive.”

Being proactive means invest-
ing in public health, bolstering
response mechanisms and giving
the public a reason to trust in our
institutions and medical profes-
sionals. It does not mean engag-
ing in theatrics that distract from
the task at hand.

Investigators should be proactive

By TERRY WHITT BAILEY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Here in Indiana, 53 of
the 92 counties have a
shortage of  primary
health providers. 

For cancer patients,
this means they not only
face the daily battle
against a life-threatening
illness but also struggle
with limited access to
care. 

These multifaceted
challenges can signifi-
cantly impact patients’
ability to receive timely
and adequate treatment.
As the President and
CEO of  the Cancer Sup-
port Community Indiana
(CSC), my team and I
make it our goal to sup-
port all patients, but
especially vulnerable
patient groups in the
fight for affordable and
effective medications,
treatments and services
that keep them alive. 

A crucial aspect of  CSC
is advocating for policies
that prioritize patient-
centered care and recog-
nizing the government
leaders pushing for these
changes. 

One leader in particu-
lar that I’d like to recog-
nize Indiana’s 8th Dis-
trict Congressman, Dr.
Larry Bucshon, for being
a clear voice in reform-
ing a key program that is
impeding patient access
and affordability. 

He is the lead author of
the 340B ACCESS Act
(Affording Care for Com-
munities & Ensuring a
Strong Safety-net Act), a
bill that attempts to
reform the program
known as 340B. In 1992,
340B was implemented to
help health care
providers serving vulner-
able patients and commu-
nities manage rising pre-
scription drug costs.
These providers receive
large discounts on medi-
cines and in turn are
meant to use those sav-
ings to lower the cost of
care for underserved
patient populations.

Over the years, the pro-
gram has slipped through
the cracks and, unfortu-
nately, lost its focus. A
lack of  transparency as
well as flaws in the pro-
gram’s structure and
reporting accountability
have allowed some partic-
ipants to run free and use
any generated savings for
their own benefit rather
than the benefit of  vul-
nerable patient groups in
need. 

The lack of  meaningful
340B regulation has also
perpetuated a dramatic
increase in health care
costs for some cancer
patients in Indiana.
According to a 2022
report from the Commu-
nity Oncology Alliance
(COA), some 340B partici-
pants are marking up the
cost of  cancer drugs by
as much as 11 times the
cost. 

These are only a few of
the issues surrounding
the current state of  340B,
and the program is in
desperate need of
reform. 

The hope for this bill is
to reform the 340B pro-
gram and act as a true
safety net program for
struggling patients. Of
the 31 million Americans
relying on these
resources for their med-
ical care, 90% are low-
income, and 41% live in
rural communities.
These are the types of
patients that the program
was originally created for
but, many times, these
are the people who fall
through the cracks. 

In a time where there
are major issues domi-
nating the news through-
out the world, I applaud
Congressman Bucshon
for pushing this positive
effort in our health care
industry. 

This legislation is not
about pointing fingers or
placing blame. Instead,
it’s collaborative efforts
like these that will
change the scope of
access to care and ease
the heavy burden of
treatment costs. 

It’s essential for lead-
ers to understand patient
needs and take action for
accessible care. 

Reforming the 340B
program is the glimmer
of  hope that Hoosier can-
cer patients need.

••••••••••
Whitt Bailey is the Pres-

ident & CEO of  Cancer
Support Community Indi-
ana.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is an independent,
nonprofit news organiza-
tion. 

Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Reform provides
a glimmer of hope

By LYNN SCHMIDT
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service

To borrow from the song written
by Sonny Curtis of  The Crickets, “I
Fought the Law,” former President
Donald Trump fought the law and
the law won.

With the law winning, the very
system that our country was found-
ed upon triumphed. The problem is
that partisans won’t stop fighting
against the rules of  that law.

The bedrock of  our constitutional
republic is rule of  law. The rule of
law is not about a single verdict;
rather it is the process that occurs
before, during, and after that judg-
ment.

While individuals may disagree
with the jury’s verdict in Trump’s
hush-money trial last week, it is
imperative that we value the twelve
New Yorkers who stood as the pil-
lars to our democracy, and we
should all be grateful for their serv-
ice.

The New York State Unified Court
System “Petit Juror’s Handbook”
begins with the following passage:

“On behalf  of  New York State’s
Unified Court System, I extend our
thanks that you are here today for
jury service. The right to trial by
jury is essential to the ability of
courts to provide equal justice to all
those who enter through our doors,
which depends on your service as
jurors. It is both an awesome
responsibility and a great privilege
to serve as a juror: it directly calls
on you, as members of  our society,
to help resolve disputes by deter-
mining the truth so that our courts
can produce just results.”

Once the jury is selected, each
juror takes an oath and pledges to
act fairly and impartially and follow
the law that is explained by the
judge.

The unanimous jury composed of
five women and seven men found
the former president guilty of  all 34
felony counts of  falsifying business
records to conceal a sex scandal

ahead of  his 2016 campaign for the
White House.

Americans have no justification
to suspect that those twelve men
and women did anything other than
what they were selected to do. For
partisan Republicans to suggest oth-
erwise damages the justice system’s
authority.

While the charges that were
brought against Trump may have
been politically motivated, the pro-
cedure in which he was adjudicated
was not.

Trump was a private citizen when
the crimes were committed. A
grand jury determined that there
was an adequate basis for bringing
criminal charges against Trump
and he was indicted.

Trump had an adequate defense
team, and a jury of  his peers con-
victed him in 10 hours. This is
exactly how the system should and
did work.

But of  course following the ver-
dict, Republicans began attacking
the justice system itself, calling the
trial “rigged” and insulting both the
judge and the jury as being biased.

While there are too many exam-
ples of  Republicans bashing the sys-
tem to cite here (including many
social media posts by members of
Missouri’s Republican congression-
al delegation), there is one that
stood out to me as the epitome of
what is wrong with our current
political culture:

Former Maryland governor and
current senatorial candidate Repub-
lican Larry Hogan told voters to
“respect the verdict” before it was
announced.

Senior Trump advisor Chris
LaCivita responded almost immedi-

ately on X, “You just ended your
campaign.”

I have written in the past
about my experience serving as a
juror on a murder trial. Admittedly,
the charges in the case were differ-
ent from Trump’s trial and the
defendant was definitely not a for-
mer president.

That said, I took my obligation as
a juror very seriously and felt a
great responsibility for my delibera-
tions. The other 11 in the room with
me did as well. We worked hard, lis-
tening to one another, and review-
ing and discussing the evidence
until we confidently reached a
unanimous verdict.

I have no doubt that the jurors in
Trump’s trial also understood the
gravity of  the situation in front of
them while assessing the evidence
presented to them.

The Magna Carta, written in 1215,
had a strong influence on America’s
Founding Fathers as they wrote the
Constitution. Article 39 of  the
Magna Carta reads: “No freemen
shall be taken or imprisoned or …
exiled or in any way destroyed, nor
will we go upon him nor send upon
him, except by the lawful judgment
of  his peers or by the law of  the
land.”

This is our arrangement and to
love our country is to accept ver-
dicts as legitimate. The verdict in
this case is authentic because a law-
ful judgment was reached by
Trump’s peers.

Of  course people are free to dis-
like the outcome and to express that
displeasure vocally. This very same
structure protects them, too. That is
the beauty of  it all.

The foundation of  America’s
democracy has proven itself  again,
in part because it has been held up
on the backs of  12 ordinary citizens.
The politics will play itself  out in
November.

••••••••••
Schmidt is a columnist and editori-

al board member of  the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.

Trump trial jury did its job
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Under the sea

1) What country is home to the
largest aquarium in the world?

2) Which type of ray gets its name from
the Portuguese word for “blanket”?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) China (13 million gallons)
2) Manta
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 50 RUMMAGE SALES

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given by
the board of Aviation of
the City of Portland, that
sealed bids will be
received at City Hall, 321
North Meridian St. Port-
land, IN 47371 until 4:00
P.M. Wednesday, June
12, 2024, for the follow-
ing: Annual cash rent of
26.28 tillable acres of
farmland at the airport;
under a three-year farm
lease. Such rental shall
be paid to the City of
Portland in two install-
ment. The first being due
April 1st and the second
shall be due November
1st. Bid forms and a map
can be picked up at City
Hall, 321 North Meridian
St., Portland 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Bids will be
opened at 4:00 p.m. on
the June 19th, 2024 by
the Board of Aviation at
the airport, 661 W. 100
N., Portland. The Board
of Aviation reserves the
right to reject any and all
bids or to waive informal-
ities in bidding due to
errors.  
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

INDOOR/OUTDOOR
MOVING SALE 208 E.
Race St, Portland.
Thursday June 6th - Sat-
urday June 8th 9am-
5pm. Furniture, kitchen
items, home decor, cur-
tains, bedding, stamps,
crafting, roofing nail
guns, tarpaper cap, kids’
books, VHS, DVDs,
clothing. 
LARGE GARAGE SALE
6864 W. 400 S. Lots of
cloths and Misc. Satur-
day. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY JUNE 21ST,

2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 2635 W.
HWY 18
Bryant, IN

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section
10, Jackson Twp. Jay
County, Indiana with

approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on
highway 18. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNER: AMOS C

GRABER
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 5216 N. Morri-

son Rd.
Muncie IN

Saturday Morning
June 8th, 2024
10:00 A. M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD ITEMS

Maytag Dryer; Minneso-
ta sewing machine;

Huffy bicycle; HARLEY
DAVIDSON: clock, hel-
mets, pins, patches,
bags, and other items;
sofa; loveseat; recliner;
bookcases; gold clubs;
children’s books; pic-
tures; and many other

items not listed.
CAR - MOTORCYCLE -

TRUCKS - TOOLS
2009 Chevy Traverse LT
2 wheel drive utility vehi-
cle with 126,000 miles;
2004 Harley 1200 Sport-
ster motorcycle with
17,417 miles; 2002

Chevy S10 Truck (as is);
1979 Chevy Flair side
bed truck; Magna Force
5hp - 60 gallon vertical
air compressor; Cole-

man Power Mate 60 gal-
lon - 7hp air compres-
sor; Power Back 5500
watt generator; Crafts-
man drill; Kennedy tool
box; Century 80 - 110
wire feed welder; MW

front tine roto tiller; Dyna
Mark snow blower;
Craftsman wrenches;
Craftsman 1/2” torque
wrench; Stanley &

Craftsman screwdrivers;
26’ aluminum extension
ladder; Mikata 3/8” drill;
motorcycle jack; and
many other items not

listed.
DENNIS BRUCE HAT-

FIELD ESTATE
By James & Jama Hole,

PR
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
Saturday, June 8, 2024 Classifieds Page 7

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you
might find in

The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new
home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

A

D

V

E

R

T

I

S

E

in 

The

Commercial

Review
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I
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D

  A

D

S

726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
AUCTION LOCATION: 2635 W HWY 18.

Bryant, IN

FRIDAY JUNE 21ST, 2024
5:00 P.M. 

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section 10, Jackson Twp. Jay

County, Indiana with approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on highway 18. For more
information phone auctioneers.

OWNER: AMOS C GRABER
TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: Cash with 10%

Down Day of the Auction. Final Sale not Subject
to Buyer Obtaining Financing. 

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 6-8-2024 NS 6-15-2024

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review

CALL 726-8141
OR GO ONLINE

www.thecr.com

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or
Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery

Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.
The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

YORKTOWN — Patriots’
coach Dave Haines has often
raved about the mental focus
and maturity of  Caleb DeRome.

That attitude came into play
on the back nine after a slow
start on the front. Unfortunately
for the senior, it wasn’t enough
to achieve his goal of  breaking
80.

Jay County High School’s
Caleb DeRome saw his golf
career come to an end on Thurs-
day at the IHSAA Regional 4
meet at The Players Club hosted
by Muncie Central as he shot an
88 on the day.

“I didn’t play real good today,
so I didn’t feel like I had a
chance today,” DeRome said. “I
did the same thing last year
where I had a 40-something on
the front and then I ended up
shooting even on the back. I
knew I could potentially do that,
so I didn’t want to throw in the
towel too early.”

DeRome finished in a seven-
way tie for 59th place in the field
of  89 golfers. Hamilton South-
eastern’s No. 5 golfer Dane
Starnes finished as the regional
medalist with an even 72 strokes
to lead the Royals to the top spot
with 297 strokes. Also earning
berths to Tuesday’s state tour-

nament at Prairie View Golf
Club were Noblesville (305) and
Fishers (316).

The top three golfers not on
teams already advancing earn a
spot in the state tournament.
DeRome needed to shave off  14
strokes to earn a spot as Pendle-
ton Heights’ Ryan Davis took up
the final berth with a 74. Aaron
Fulda of  Eastbrook and John
Lehman of  Cathedral accounted
for the other two spots, each
shooting a 73.

DeRome got off  to a slow start
on the first three holes. He shot
bogeys on the first and third
holes and double-bogeyed the
second after losing his ball in
the tall grass to put him four
strokes over par. He bounced
back with a par on the 559-yard,
par-5 fourth hole before rattling
off  three more bogeys. All three
times he was just off  the green

in regulation and came up just
short on his putts for par.

“The greens were pretty
tough today,” DeRome said.
“And it’s a long course. 7,000
total yards from the blacks, so
it’s hard to get the ball there. …

“I would say it was my long
game as a whole. My irons and
my drivers weren’t very good
today and the putter couldn’t do
anything to capitalize on it.”

Haines mentioned DeRome
has the ability to handle diffi-
cult courses because of  his
course management, but has
recently developed a hook that
affected DeRome’s swing
throughout the match.

Everything went right for
DeRome on the 347-yard, par-4
eighth hole. A strong drive left
him in the center of  the fairway
about 90 yards from the hole.
His second shot left him just

short of  the green, but his chip
got him within four feet of  the
cup. He converted the putt to
make par for the second time of
the day.

He wound up eight strokes
over par on the front nine after a
bogey on hole No. 9.

DeRome didn’t get rattled and
started to turn things around on
the back nine in hopes of  stay-
ing under 80 strokes.

“He handles the mental aspect
of  it better than any other play-
er I’ve had so far,” Haines said.
“He was (focused and emotion-
ally controlled) at least outward-
ly. I don’t know what’s going on
inwardly but outwardly he
was.”

He bogeyed the 10th hole
before rattling off  four pars over
the next five holes. With just
three holes remaining, DeRome
could only afford nine strokes to
reach his goal, which was a
birdie average.

He was put in a hole after
some trouble on the green on
hole No. 16, leaving him with
only three strokes before hitting
80 with two holes left. On the
17th, the senior’s drive hooked,
causing him to bogey the hole
and pushing him to 81 strokes
on the match.

DeRome struggled on the 18th
as well, ending up in both the

water and sand traps before he
finished with a triple-bogey to
bring him to 88.

As DeRome came off  the
green of  the final hole, Haines
pulled him aside to remind him
of  some of  the senior’s accom-
plishments and to focus on those
rather than the negatives of  his
performance.

Haines only had good things
to say about DeRome following
the tournament.

“From the time he was a
freshman, everyone was speak-
ing highly of  him and he did not
disappoint,” Haines said. “He’s
just been the rock of  the team.
No matter what anyone else did
in a match, I knew he was going
to be really close to par and give
us a good score.”

This was DeRome’s fourth
time competing at the regional
and his third-best score. He fin-
ished one stroke better than his
sophomore year, but was beat
out by his junior (79) and fresh-
man (84) performances.

Despite the tough finish,
DeRome found positives to hold
onto from his time as a Patriot.

“It’s been a great four years,”
he said. “I’ve definitely had a lot
of  good days. … It feels good that
I made it four times and I’m def-
initely going to remember the
sectional win for a long time.”
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Sports
Saturday, June 8, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

FRHS baseball opens 
state tournament against 
Hillsdale today at 4 p.m.

Tough finish

Caleb DeRome’s career comes to an end with an 88 at regional meet

‘It’s been a great four years. I’ve
definitely had a lot of good days. ... It
feels good that I made it four times

and I’m definitely going to remember
the sectional win for a long time.’

—Caleb DeRome

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Caleb DeRome,
a senior at Jay County
High School, hits out of
the bunker on the 18th
hole at The Players
Club on Thursday
afternoon during the
IHSAA Regional 4 meet
hosted by Muncie
Central. DeRome
finished tied for 59 with
88 strokes and came
up 14 short of a state
berth.


