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James Burchnell III, 72,
Portland
Pauline Romer, 91, Cincin-

nati
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  75 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 44.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
50% chance of  rain with a low
in the mid 60s and winds gust-
ing to 20 miles per hour. Skies
will be partly cloudy Friday
with a chance of  rain and a
high in the mid 80s. See page 2
for an extended outlook.

Fort Recovery Harvest
Jubilee gets underway today
with Cooper Kiddie Day from 6
to 9 p.m., rides and games
beginning at 6 p.m., a diaper
derby at 7 p.m. and a DJ at 8
p.m. The annual festival con-
tinues through the weekend at
Ambassador Park, with the
Fireman’s Parade at 2 p.m.
Sunday.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS summer swim meet
against South Adams.

Tuesday — Photos from
the Fort Recovery Harvest
Jubilee.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By DONATO
PAOLO MANCINI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Group of  Seven leaders
will call on Hamas to accept
the cease-fire deal outlined
by U.S. President Joe Biden,
according to a draft state-
ment seen by Bloomberg.

In the communique they
issue at the end of  their
annual meeting, taking
place this week, the allies
will also urge Israel to de-
escalate from a “full-scale
military offensive” in
Rafah — and may include
language that urges those
steps to be in line with pro-
visional measures ordered
by the International Court
of  Justice.

The wording by the G-7,
specifically name-checking
Biden, appears designed to
corner Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu into
formally accepting the
cease-fire proposal on

which he’s also been equiv-
ocating. The language used
in the communique says
Israel “is ready to move for-
ward” — a way to add pub-
lic pressure on the coun-
try’s leader.

Civilians have been shel-
tering in Rafah, where the
United Nations has
described conditions as cat-
astrophic, and the U.S. and
other Israeli allies have
voiced their concern over
the scale of  ground opera-
tions there.

See Urge page 2

G-7 leaders to
urge cease-fire

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Your road trip may soon
get swankier.

The Indiana Department
of  Transportation (INDOT)
on Tuesday won budgetary
approval to pour $256 mil-
lion into “welcome center”
rest areas and truck park-
ing at multiple highway
locations around the state.

That’s even though law-
makers on the State Budget
Committee expressed skep-
ticism about the high price
tag.

“We are trying to turn
these into destinations,”
Statewide Facilities Direc-
tor Steve McAvoy told the
body.

Indiana’s rest stops
mostly date back to the
mid-60s, he said — and
they look it.

“The current Welcome
Centers have not been posi-
tive first impressions for
travelers and the new or
reconstructed Centers will
be gateways to Indiana
with architectural ele-
ments that match the
region in which they are
located,” INDOT said in its
request.

And, there’s not enough
truck parking, per McAvoy,
leaving commercial drivers
to park their 18-wheelers
along the side of  the high-
way.

So INDOT has embarked
on a 13-year revamp. It
involves replacing 16 of  the
state’s existing 27 rest
areas and adding nearly
1,000 parking spots.

The agency has already
gotten started, but
appeared before the com-
mittee to request approval
for its next tranche of  fund-
ing.

See Welcome page 2

Ambassador
on campus

Photo provided

McKenna Vore, pictured during the One Ball State Day fundraiser in April, will serve as Jay County’s representative
through the Ball State University County Ambassador Program. The student-to-student engagement program seeks to
empower students to share community pride and to encourage their friends and classmates to get to know their home county.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Ball State University in
2023 launched a new pro-
gram for students to pro-
mote their home county
on campus.

Jay County now has its
first such ambassador.

McKenna Vore was
recently approved to rep-
resent Jay County
through the Ball State
University County
Ambassador Program.

“I love Jay County,”

said Vore, a Pennville res-
ident. “I am involved a lot
in the community. And I
think it’s just a great way
to say this is my home,
this is where I’m from
and here are all the
things that you can do,
and this is why Jay Coun-
ty’s so great.”

The 2022 JCHS gradu-
ate said her mom shared
a Facebook post regard-
ing the program with her
last year and that she
reached out again about

the possibility of  being
involved this year. After
talking with officials at
Ball State, she met with
Jay County Visitors and
Tourism director Mary
Adair to make an initial
connection in the com-
munity.

Vore found out recently
that she was approved as
the county’s ambassador
through the Ball State
program, with Adair
making an announce-
ment at last week’s Jay

County Development
Corporation meeting.

County ambassadors,
at their core, serve as a
student representative for
their home county. While
there is a lot of  freedom
in how to promote the
county, the ambassador’s
job description involves
representing their county
by:

•Proudly identifying
themselves as their coun-
ty’s ambassador

•Developing a unique

“elevator pitch” for their
county

•Sharing information
with peers

•Creating social media
posts

•Welcoming employers
to campus that are from
the ambassador’s home
region

•Attending training
once a semester

•Attending Ball State
Day at the Indiana State-
house
See Ambassador page 2

Vore will represent Jay at Ball State

State agency
to spend

$256 million
on various
rest areas

INDOT
OK’d for
welcome
center
overhaul

Allies to
push for
Israel to
de-escalate

Teen
tie dye

Jaidan Agler, 13,
and Mary Garringer,
13, dye canvas tote
bags Tuesday during
Jay County Public
Library’s Teen Tie-Dye
Hour event. The library
has various activities
planned this summer,
including an interactive
“Toy Story” movie
experience at 2 p.m.
Friday.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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Thursday
McIntire, Pamela: 6 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Romer, Pauline: 11 a.m., St.
Mary’s Cemetery, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Vore explained that she will

attend training sessions during
the 2024-25 school year. They will
cover topics including the impor-
tance of  promoting quality of
place, how to tell a compelling
story about the county and best
practices and parameters for pro-
motion on campus.

Events she said she hopes to
promote include the Tri-State
Antique Engine and Tractor
Show and the Jay County Fair.

So, why does Vore love Jay
County?

“I really love the people,” she
said.

She mentioned that her eyes
were opened when she joined Jay
County Civic Theatre in late 2017.

“Meeting a lot of  people in the
community opened me up to be
like, ‘Oh, OK, so this is what it’s

like to be part of  a community,
part of  a home within a home,’”
Vore said. “So I started looking at
things that I could do to volun-
teer in the community, to be out
and about in the community, all
the things going on.”

One of  the opportunities that
led to was participating in the
Jay County Fair Queen Pageant.

Vore is in the process of
preparing to compete in the pag-
eant for the third time this sum-
mer. She was on the queen’s court
in 2022 and was third runner-up
and Miss Congeniality last year.

“It’s fun to meet people,” she
said. “And the kids are so cute.
It’s just fun to be able to be some-
one in the community because
sometimes it can be hard to get
out there.”

Vore has been involved with
Jay County Civic Theatre since

first taking the stage as in “Mira-
cle on 34th Street,” including
serving as a student director for
this month’s production of
“Finding Nemo Jr.” A theatre
education major, she is teaching
Arts in the Parks classes through
Arts Place and has been involved
with a kindergarten readiness
program for three years.

At BSU, she has been on the
Schmidt/Wilson Hall Council,
the Residence Hall Association
and Theatre Education Club and
also volunteers as a tutor for
Muncie’s Northside Middle
School. She is slated to co-direct
a play with a fellow student at
Burris Laboratory School in the
fall.

Vore has also been involved
with the Philanthropy Education
Council — it leads One Ball State
Day — since arriving on campus

and will serve as its vice presi-
dent for the coming school year.
One Ball State Day, 24-hour
online fundraising event for
alumni, faculty, staff, brought in
nearly $1.13 million in April.

“We have to give back or things
don’t get better,” said Vore on the
importance of  philanthropy and
public involvement. “When peo-
ple complain and say, ‘Oh, well
this needs to happen or this
needs to happen …’ You need to
make it happen.”

She said she hopes to serve as
the county’s ambassador
through her final two years at
Ball State — ambassadors are
appointed for an academic year
but may be reappointed for addi-
tional years — and then seek to
identify a successor to continue
the work of  representing Jay
County.

Ambassador ...

Continued from page 1
The request, according to the com-

mittee’s agenda, would go toward
welcome centers at Black River, Cen-
terville, Clear Creek, Kankakee,
Lebanon and Pigeon Creek. It would
also cover truck parking additions to
all of  those facilities, as well as to
Taylorsville.

Sen. Chris Garten, R-Charlestown,
balked at the price tag.

“Forty-two million dollars
apiece, on average, is a heck of  a
welcome center,” Garten said. “…
So help me understand.”

McAvoy said the buildings are
expected to cost a fraction of  the
total: $11 million to $12 million
each. A third of  the $42 million
average will actually go to pave-
ment, he estimated.

That’s because, per McAvoy,

each truck parking spot at the
recently opened Kankakee Wel-
come Center cost $45,000. They’re
supported by 14 inches of  concrete
underfoot.

While Garten ended his ques-
tioning, other lawmakers were less
convinced.

Sen. Fady Qaddoura, D-Indi-
anapolis, asked INDOT representa-
tives for the return on investment.

James “Jim” Burchnell III,
Portland, April 23, 1952-June
2, 2024. Services will be held
at a later date.

Pauline Romer, Cincinnati,
died Saturday, March 9, at
Hospice of Cincinnati. A
graveside service will be held
at 11 a.m. Saturday at St.
Mary’s Cemetery in Fort
Recovery.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

Obituaries

Continued from page 1
“We urge countries with

influence over Hamas” to
help ensure it accepts a
cease fire, the leaders of  the
G-7 will say. Hamas is desig-
nated a terrorist organiza-
tion by the U.S. and Euro-
pean Union.

Another item in the draft
that has yet to receive
unanimous agreement
relates to the recognition of
the Palestinian state as part
of  a two-state peace
process. “We note that the
recognition of  a Palestin-
ian state, at the appropriate
time, would be a crucial
component,” reads the pro-
visional language.

G-7 allies will condemn
moves by Israel to order the
evacuation of  the East
Jerusalem offices of  the
U.N. agency for Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA.

Failed to appear
A Berne man was arrest-

ed Tuesday for failing to
appear in court.

Robert E. Mann, 52, 305
Oberli Street, is charged in
Jay Superior Court with a
Level 6 felony for cemetery
mischief. He failed to
appear for a pre-trial con-
ference Tuesday.

Mann was being held
without bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Strangulation
A Dunkirk man was

arrested for strangulation
and domestic battery Tues-
day.

Austin L. Woodman, 27,
344 W. Short St., was pre-

liminarily charged with a
Level 5 felony for allegedly
strangling a pregnant
woman and a Level 5 felony
for domestic battery.

He was being held on a
$15,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Trespassing
A Kokomo man was

arrested for residential
entry Tuesday.

Christopher A.
Hollingsworth, 35, 1727
Kensington On Berkley,
was preliminarily charged
with residential entry, a
Level 6 felony.

He was being held in Jay
County Jail on a $3,000
bond.

Felony arrests

Urge ...

Welcome ...

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Indiana Court of  Appeals
heard arguments Tuesday on
whether prohibiting individuals
under indictment from carrying a
handgun violates the Second Amend-
ment. 

Arthur Moore believes the state
violated his right to bear arms when
it charged him with a misdemeanor
for unlawful carrying of  a handgun
while he had 0ther pending criminal
charges. 

However, an attorney for the state
argued the statute used to convict
Moore is consistent with the nation’s
historical tradition of  regulating
firearms and was necessary to pro-
tect public safety.

At the center of  Tuesday’s hearing
was an Indiana statute that prohibits

a person under indictment from car-
rying a handgun in public. Moore’s
attorney, Joel Schumm, said the state
restricted his client’s Second Amend-
ment right based on allegations that
he committed a crime, rather than a
conviction.

Moore was involved in a car acci-
dent Dec. 19, 2022. According to court
filings, police found a handgun, mag-
azine and a loose round of  ammuni-
tion in Moore’s car when they
responded to the scene. At the time of
the accident, Moore had already been
charged with three separate Level 6
felonies for sexual battery, dealing
marijuana and maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, but had not been con-
victed. 

Prosecutors used the statute to
charge and later convict Moore with a
Class A misdemeanor carrying a one-
year jail sentence.

Moore previously filed a motion to
dismiss the handgun charge in May
2023, but a lower trial court denied
this motion. He filed a notice of
appeal in September 2023, and asked
the appeals court to vacate his con-
viction. 

Deputy Attorney General Ellen
Meilaender said Indiana used judi-
cially determined probable cause to
charge Moore with having the hand-
gun in this case. However, Court of
Appeals Judge Paul Felix — who over-
saw the hearing along with Judges
Elizabeth Tavitas and Dana Kenwor-
thy — pointed out the statute does not
explicitly require judicial review and
determination to restrict a person
under indictment from carrying a
handgun. 

“We have a presumption of  inno-
cence until proven guilty,” Tavitas
said. “How do you reconcile that?”

Appeals court hears handgun case

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$20 million

Mega Millions
1-5-7-22-24
Mega Ball: 8
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$47 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-8-4
Daily Four: 3-3-5-3
Quick Draw: 2-4-6-11-

13-17-20-21-22-24-32-36-
43-45-46-48-50-55-57-62

Evening
Daily Three: 0-6-6
Daily Four: 4-5-8-6
Quick Draw: 5-10-11-

12-14-15-16-20-23-28-32-33-
34-51-58-60-64-66-73-76

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-2-2
Pick 4: 4-5-7-2
Pick 5: 2-1-0-7-1
Evening
Pick 3: 1-3-4
Pick 4: 4-9-6-4
Pick 5: 2-9-6-8-9
Rolling Cash: 1-13-17-

20-32
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1942, the Office of
War Information was
created, serving as a
United States govern-
ment propaganda
agency during World
War II and documenting
America’s efforts in the
war through films, texts,
photographs, radio pro-
grams and posters. Its
establishment came six
months after Pearl Har-
bor was bombed. 
In 2005, Michael

Jackson was acquitted
of  child molestation
charges following a 14-

week trial that was cov-
ered extensively by
media.
In 2018, Jay County

Council discussed hir-
ing a full-time school
resource officer, a posi-
tion now held by officer
Cody Jessee, who also
handles Jack, the school
resource dog for Jay
School Corporation.
(They were nominated
for the 2023 innovator of
the year award at the
Jay County Community
Awards in May.)

— The CR

CR almanac

84/58 83/61 92/70 95/73 94/72
Friday looks

to be mostly
sunny with a
high near 84
degrees. The
low may hit the
upper 50s.

There’s a
slight
chance of
showers and
thunder-
storms Tues-
day.

Sweltering
heat is in the
forecast
Monday. The
high may hit
95 degrees.

Sunny skies
are expected
Saturday with
the high in the
mid 80s.

More hot
temperatures
are on the
horizon for
Sunday, when
the high will
be 92.

Friday
6/14

Saturday
6/15

Sunday
6/16

Monday
6/17

Tuesday
6/18

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.43
Oct. corn ..................4.39
Wheat ......................5.26

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.45
July corn..................4.40
Aug. corn ................4.42

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.30
July corn..................4.30
Beans ......................11.66

July beans ..............11.62
Wheat ...................... 5.76

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.36
July corn..................4.29
Beans ......................11.67
July beans ..............11.61
Wheat ......................5.76

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.41
July corn..................4.41
Beans ......................11.39
July beans .............11.44
Wheat ......................5.56

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:15 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Records Com-
mission, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Council and Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners,
auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addition that
focuses on motivation, cop-
ing with cravings, manag-
ing thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Meets at 5
p.m. Thursday, June 13, at
Pizza Hut in Portland.

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY POST 211 —
Will meet at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 13, at 211 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. All Auxil-

iary members are wel-
come.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7 p.m.
the second Thursday of
each month at Jay Commu-
nity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8

p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY RETIRED TEACH-
ERS — Will meet at noon
Monday, June 17, at
Richards Restaurant, 1615
N. Meridian St., Portland.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204

E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

By MELISSA KANNEY
Squeezing more

healthy, fresh produce
into your diet doesn’t
have to be difficult or
expensive.

Whether you have your
own garden or purchase
produce from a local
farmer’s market or road-
side stand, consuming
more fresh food can have
many benefits. Fresh pro-
duce adds more flavor to
your dishes, you can con-
trol the food and ingredi-
ents in what you are eat-
ing, and you will get the
healthy nutrients, vita-
mins and minerals from
fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles.

Making healthy, flavor-

ful dishes can be quick
and easy. 

What are some easy
ways to prepare fresh
produce?

There are numerous
ways to prepare fresh pro-
duce.

Cleaning and cutting
up fresh fruits and veg-
etables as soon as you
bring them in from the

garden or home from the
store makes it easy to
throw recipes together at
mealtime. It also allows
for easy, healthy snack-
ing.

When preparing meals,
some of  the easiest dishes
include soups and salads,
but you can also make
more elaborate dishes
such as stuffed peppers or
vegetable lasagna. You
can even use more vegeta-
bles in your meals by sim-
ply roasting them in the
oven or throwing them in
your air fryer.

A tomato caprese salad
is easy to make by slicing
tomatoes and fresh moz-
zarella, arranging on a
plate and topping it with

basil leaves, then finish-
ing it with a drizzle of
olive oil and balsamic
vinegar. 

Grilled vegetable skew-
ers can also be quickly
assembled by cutting veg-
etables such as zucchini,
peppers, onions, mush-
rooms and tomatoes into
chunks and threading on
skewers. Brush them
with olive oil and garlic.
Grill until tender. 

Stuffed zucchini boats
can be a healthy way to
use up an overabundance
of  zucchini. Cut each zuc-
chini in half  lengthwise
and scoop out flesh. Com-
bine the zucchini flesh
with cooked quinoa or
rice, diced tomatoes,

onions and any other veg-
etables or herbs you like.
Mix in some grated
breadcrumbs and cheese,
and spoon filling back
into zucchini boats. Bake
at 375 degrees for 20 to 25
minutes. 

How can I grow my
own fresh produce?

There are numerous
benefits to growing your
own food, such as eating
more fresh fruits and veg-
etables that are healthier
for you, saving money on
groceries and just the
overall satisfaction of
growing the food you eat. 

Even if  you don’t have
a large backyard for a
garden, you can still grow

your own fresh produce.
All you need is a small
sunny spot in your yard,
patio or balcony. You can
grow many different
items in containers,
hanging baskets, raised
flower beds or even 5-gal-
lon buckets. Herbs and
leafy greens can be grown
in small containers while
fruiting plants such as
tomatoes, peppers and
eggplants work better in
larger, deeper containers. 

You can visit your local
library or search online
for resources on success-
ful gardening and cook-
ing with fresh produce. 

••••••••••
Kanney is a clinical die-

titian at IU Health Jay.

Start adding more produce into your diet
Your
Health
Matters

DEAR ABBY: For a long
time, I thought I was unable to
have children. My doctors told
me it would be a difficult
process and my chances were
low due to chronic illnesses I
live with. I have accepted this
fact, because having a family
was the reason I divorced in
my late 20s. My ex didn’t want
it, and I did, though I didn’t yet
know I was likely infertile.
Learning this afterward was
devastating, but I pivoted into
recovery with grit and faith.

I’m in my 30s now, and my
closest friends are women who
have infertility issues as well,
or who have chosen to be child-
less. I have built a happy life
that includes travel, an MBA,

an exciting career and the
bandwidth to be a support sys-
tem for others. I’ve made my
health a priority and I have
learned to love my body. 

Well, to our great surprise,
my boyfriend and I learned we
were pregnant six weeks ago.
So far, all the signs point to
this being a healthy, viable
pregnancy, and we couldn’t be
more thrilled. We are both

ready for this next big adven-
ture. But knowing how painful
birth announcements can be
for people with infertility, I’m
reluctant to share my happy
news. 

As I near my second
trimester and my life begins to
change shape to welcome our
miracle, I wonder how I can
compassionately let my com-
munity know in a way that
honors what we’ve been
through together. I’m worried
about bitterness during a time
of  so much sweetness. —
ELATED IN THE MIDWEST
DEAR ELATED: My
warmest congratulations to
you and your boyfriend.
Because you realize that it

may upset some of  your
friends, forgo a big bash
announcement and confide
in a few of  your closest
friends. Knowing human
nature, I’m sure the news
will spread quickly. 
Those who love you will be
happy for you. Those who
can’t bring themselves to
feel that way will fade into
the background, but please
do not feel guilty for your
happiness, because you are
entitled to it.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: How do you

handle an annoying neighbor
who refuses to use his own
trash and recycle bins and
sneaks his discards into mine

on pickup day? He lives alone,
as do several women in the
neighborhood, and he’s not
helpful to anyone but himself,
in good weather or bad. The
only time he speaks to me is
when he has a complaint about
overgrown shrubs or trees
near his property. What should
I say? — ANNOYED NEIGH-
BOR IN NEW MEXICO
DEAR NEIGHBOR: Say
you do not want him to put
anything in your garbage
cans. If  he continues to do
it, you may have to buy cans
you can lock. Of  course, you
will have to unlock them for
pickup, but it may be worth
the trouble to ensure your
garbage is “pristine.” 

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Woman afraid to share pregnancy with friends
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
First, to be clear, I have no

hostility for the United States
Postal Service. 

I like the people who work
there and value the work they
do.

Unfortunately, technological
change has taken a significant
portion of  their business.
Nonetheless, I trust they will
find ways to continue their
important services.

Second, to avoid misunder-
standing, I admire many of  1.5
million not-for-profit religious,
charitable and similar organi-
zations in the United States. It
does give me some distress that
number has increased by 36%
in that past decade.

I am troubled, as you too
might be, by the torrent of  mail

seeking funding in my mail box
each day. Most of  these
requests carry a sense of
urgency.

Many very worthy natural
features and inhabitants of  our
world are endangered.
Research on most illnesses with
debilitating and ultimately
fatal consequences are under-
funded. And, of  course, there
are untold numbers of  persons
and properties on the many

pathways of  decline and decay
leading to death or destruction.

But why, in 2023, did I receive
seven, full-color 8.5x11, nature-
themed calendars for 2024? In
the rest of  my life, I will not be
able to use all the address stick-
ers currently in my possession.

I am not mentioning the
incredibly frequent and intru-
sive pleading on my public radio
and TV stations for funding.

Often I’d happily support the
local or state chapter of  a worth-
while cause, but I can’t do that.
My donation has to go to some
aggregation point (perhaps in
Nebraska or South Dakota)
without any indication of  how
much comes back to Indiana.

I understand economies of
scale in handling mailed-in con-
tributions, but appropriate

fundraising should indicate
what portion of  my contribu-
tion goes to the local affiliate.
The percentage may vary from
state to state depending on the
incidence of  the need. We don’t
expect any funding for saving
Indiana polar bears.

National political organiza-
tions are also irritating. Indiana
is mostly ignored because the
national body is concerned only
with winning today and not
with building capability for
tomorrow.

Now, back to the mail. Why
can’t all those underfunded ill-
nesses get together and do one
mailing? I admire the IU Foun-
dation on this score. They offer
a variety of  university activi-
ties, like the Indiana Business
Research Center (IBRC), that a

donor can choose to support. It’s
a beginning, although the choic-
es are not as many as I would
like to see.

The same is true for the multi-
tude of  nature/environmental
preservation efforts. The United
Way could be an aggregator and
central processing agency that
leaves the allocation of  funds to
the donor.

Once or twice a year, a mail-
ing with pretty scenes, pathetic
victims and a single calendar
could be delivered to each
household. But would we con-
tribute more or less in total?

I hope the IU Lilly School of
Philanthropy knows.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Can noble causes find better way?

Kokomo Tribune
Tribune News Service

Indiana is overhauling
delivery of  its senior Med-
icaid services this sum-
mer in a move that, hope-
fully, will make care more
efficient and effective.

It’s a step in addressing
a major issue facing Indi-
ana — long-term care for
elderly Hoosiers.

A recent collaboration
between CNHI
News and The Associated
Press brought home how
dire the situation is across
the nation. According to
the reporting, the number
of  Americans over the age
of  65 is rising, and more
than half  will require
long-term health care. But
just a small percentage
have begun planning for
it, much less figuring out
how they’ll pay for it.

This puts pressure not
just on our aging citizens
but also on their families.
As covered in the special
report, children and
grandchildren are
increasingly becoming the
caregivers for their par-
ents and grandparents.
While it’s commendable
that family members step
up when needed, expect-
ing working-age Hoosiers
to be the primary care-
givers for seniors isn’t a
viable solution to the
problem.

Our state lawmakers
will continue to explore
Medicaid during interim
committee meetings over
the summer and fall. This
will allow for important
discussion and considera-
tion of  the new Medicaid
system, and also explo-
ration of  other ways state
officials can assist aging
Hoosiers and their fami-
lies.

It’s certainly not break-
ing news that assisted liv-
ing and nursing home
facilities are becoming
harder to staff  and main-
tain. Providing incentives
for employees to work at
such facilities is a poten-
tial way the state could
help offset this problem.

The opening of  more
adult daycare facilities
would also help. Lawmak-
ers must ensure that the
adult day programs in
place don’t fall victim to
changes in Medicaid man-
agement. More efforts
should also be made to
provide in-home care for
seniors.

Medicaid can’t be the
only options for seniors.
Financial restrictions and
other issues lead to gaps
for those in need. We’re in
danger of  having a society
where only the affluent or
impoverished have access
to long-term care, and

that’s a disaster in the
making.

Personal responsibility
also factors into this crisis.
We must have tough con-
versations with our parents
and grandparents about
their long-term care. It’s
never easy to talk about
dementia or the last years
of  life, but delaying those
conversations doesn’t solve
the problem. Not having a
plan in place only furthers
the chaos and pain when
the time for long-term care
for our loved ones arrives.

There’s enough
heartache in seeing those
we care about struggle with
health and mental issues as
they age. Not having a care
system in place that
enables them to age grace-
fully and with the respect
they deserve makes the sit-
uation much worse.

It’s going to take a mas-
sive public and private
effort to solve this problem.
Let’s keep long-term care at
the top of  the legislative
agenda and at the top of
our minds. Our parents and
grandparents deserve it.

Long-term care
must be a priority

By SARA PANKENIER WELD
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

How can a man who is warm
understand a man who is cold? This
is a question posed by a prisoner in
“One Day in the Life of  Ivan Deniso-
vich,” written by Aleksandr Solzhen-
itsyn, who himself  spent many years
in Soviet labor camps. As a student in
my humanities classroom once
noted, by reading a book like this, a
man who is warm can better under-
stand a man who is cold.

This is the power of  books in grant-
ing a reader such as this student
entry into experience far from their
own. We need the humanities
because they help us better under-
stand the experiences of  one another,
which enhances understanding
across differences and divides and
promotes peace at home and else-
where.

Failures of  empathy in the U.S. and
around the world, as evidenced by
incivility, conflict and war, demon-
strate how we need the humanities
today more than ever to remind us of
our fundamental and shared humani-
ty. Yet the number of  humanities
degrees conferred has
steadily decreased since 2012, and
humanities programs are
under threat nationwide. For exam-
ple, West Virginia University and
the University of  North Carolina at
Greensboro closed programs, while
the state of  Indiana is proposing to
reduce the amount of  world lan-
guages, literatures and culture class
requirements from its high school
curriculum.

If  Solzhenitsyn’s account of  a Sovi-
et prison camp seems distant from
today, one need only remember Alex-
ei Navalny, who suffered under harsh
conditions in an Arctic prison camp
and whose death in February demon-
strated Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s brutality toward Russia’s
most visible opposition leader. Cur-
rently waging an unjustified war on
Ukraine, Russia has been cast as a
key enemy, yet Russian literature,
often written under repressive condi-
tions and itself  under attack, contin-
ues to offer wisdom on everything
under the sun, as students discover in

my humanities classroom: the horror
of  war, the meaning of  life, the prob-
lem of  death, the power of  art, failure
to communicate, love and loss.

Still today, nothing else can so pow-
erfully simulate an experience of
being someone else in another time
and place. For example, a book can
offer the experience of  being a young
person who has a mistaken idea, mur-
dering someone for it, and viscerally
feeling the crime’s consequences
even before any punishment begins,
and thus understanding why one
should not kill. The humanities inves-
tigate and offer this kind of  why, tack-
ling the big questions, the ones most
worth asking and the ones we forget
at our peril.

To better understand people from
other world regions on their own
terms, there is no better way than to
learn another language or study
abroad. Thought itself  may be
reframed by learning another lan-
guage, such as Russian, which
divides nouns into things that have a
soul and those that do not. Study
abroad reveals that people every-
where, despite conflicts and wars that
divide us, are all alike.

Not only do the humanities make
good people and good citizens, but
they also are good for future careers.
Despite a widespread misperception
that a humanities degree is it not
good for any job, humanities training
actually is good for every job. Skills
such as critical thinking, effective
written and oral communication, and
collaboration with others, including
those from different backgrounds, are
in demand from employers. The U.S.
government needs foreign language
expertise and supports the study
of  critical languages that are crucial
for national security and in interna-
tional relations. Global or multicul-
tural understanding often figures in

university mission statements, while
society needs universities to equip
young people to tackle problems on a
global scale and to cultivate skills and
flexibility of  mind to deal with the
unexpected.

Yet, even as the world stands at the
brink of  catastrophe and conflict,
meaning such skills are needed more
than ever, language enrollments
are declining. This foreign language
deficit leaves society less prepared to
face global challenges, despite a
recent reorientation toward Russia
and China due to national security
concerns. Study abroad in China
has declined dramatically, to the
detriment of  foreign relations in the
future, while opportunities to study
abroad in Russia have shut down
completely. Yet hope is not lost, since
programs to study Russian have
sprung up in Armenia, Georgia,
Baltic countries and Central Asia,
giving double the bang for the buck in
learning about multiple world
regions at once.

The world situation today calls for
more support for the humanities, the
study of  foreign languages and study-
abroad opportunities, since there is
no better way to cultivate under-
standing of  other people across
boundaries and to discover common
humanity around the world.

Yet cuts to the humanities are ris-
ing, demonstrating the impact of  a
decade of  investment in only science,
technology, engineering and math
fields and the denigration of  non-
STEM fields. Thankfully, the solution
to the humanities crisis is surprising-
ly simple: “The programs that are
thriving are the ones that the schools
are investing in,” Modern Language
Association Executive Director Paula
Krebs observed. “It’s kind of  a no-
brainer.”

So the humanities crisis is actually
a funding crisis. Reversing it will ben-
efit global understanding. It is time to
rediscover the value of  the humani-
ties for all humanity.

••••••••••
Weld is a professor of  Russian and

comparative literature at the Universi-
ty of  California at Santa Barbara and
a public voices fellow of  The OpEd
Project.

Humanities needed more than ever
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, June 13, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY JUNE 21ST,

2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 2635 W.
HWY 18
Bryant, IN

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section
10, Jackson Twp. Jay
County, Indiana with

approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on
highway 18. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNER: AMOS C

GRABER
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1205 W

McDonald Ave., Hartford
City, IN.

Friday Evening June 21,
2024

5:30 APM.
REAL ESTATE

Modular home built in
1998 w/ 3 br., 2 full

baths & 1620 sq. ft. of
living area. Gas fireplace
and gas forced air fur-

nace with central air. For
more information contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or  Gary Loy 

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD&COLLECTOR
ITEMS

Roper washer & dryer,
hospital bed, curved

sectional, metal shelf, oil
lamps, COCA COLA
glasses, bowls, tins.

TOOLS
Craftsman 12.5 hp

mower, Skil 9”- 2 speed
band saw, Hitachi belt
sander, mantis tiller, fur-
niture clamps, tool cabi-
nets, Cress electric kiln,
Ryobi 10” surface plan-
er, and other items not

listed.
Wayne Craig Estate

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3295 E 450 S,
Bluffton, IN

Saturday Morning
June 22nd, 2024

10:00 A. M.
MODEL A CAR-CAR-

TRUCK-MOWE-TOOLS
1931 Model a car with
soft top, rumble seat,

Parade ready title, 1962
Galaxy Car, 1986 Chevy
flatbed truck, John Deer
LT160 mower, metal
wagon, small anvil,
Craftsman tool box,
Home Utility 1/2” drill
press, Craftmans belt
and vibrating sanders,
car parts, and many
other items not listed.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD ITEMS

Oak wall telephone
(Chicago Supply Co.,
Elkhart, IN), 3 drawer
marble top dresser with

mirror, 

1941 US Navy boat
clock, Coca Coal Cooler,

Aladdin green base
lamp, Noritake Gold

Stein china, old newspa-
pers, organ stool with

glass ball feet, Indy 500
mugs, Smith Bros. 3

cushion sofa, golf clubs,
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Vehicles will be sold at
12:30 P.M.  The vehicles
will be offered both live

and on Hi Bid
CHARLES UPTGRAFT,
DECEASED &  DEE

UPTGRAFT
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: RED-
KEY TOWN Hall is seek-
ing a full-time or part-
time dedicated and
skilled Utility Worker
responsible for the oper-
ation and maintenance of
all water and wastewater
facilities. Responsibilities
include: Completing, fil-
ing, and reporting regula-
tory agency reports;
Conducting required
sampling - Adhering to all
regulatory agency rules
and regulations; Per-

forming meter reads,
shutoffs/reconnects;
Conducting line locates
and assisting with digs;
Changing out endpoints
and meters; Maintaining
storm sewers; Flushing
hydrants; Assisting with
the maintenance of
streets, parks, and all
city property. Preferred
Qualifications: Water and
Sewage license or the
ability to obtain a Water
and Sewage License
(CDL) within 3 years of
employment; High
school diploma or equiv-
alent; Fluent in English
(speaking and writing);
Valid Indiana Driver’s
License - Ability to obtain
a Commercial Driver’s
License (CDL); Ability to
pass pre-employment
and random DOT drug
and alcohol screenings,
as well as a background
check. Preferred Experi-
ence: Grounds mainte-
nance - Street mainte-
nance - Heavy equip-
ment operation. Interest-
ed applicants should
submit their resumes to:
Gloria May, Redkey
Town Hall 8922 IN-67
Redkey, IN 47373. For
more information, please
contact Brenda Beaty,
Town Council President,
at 419-203-9081.  
JAY COUNTY CON-
SERVATION CLUB is
accepting resumes for
the position of Caretaker.
This position includes
rent-free living quarters
on the club property with
electric, propane, and
phone included. Respon-
sibilities include setting
up rentals, mowing club

property, cleaning the
clubhouse, and basic
maintenance repairs.
Please forward all
resumes to:
lrce1220@gmail.com or
mail to: Jay County Con-
servation Club c/o Jen-
nifer Bailey 4897 E. SR
26 Portland, IN 47371.
Please submit all
resumes no later than
Monday June 24th,
2024.  
BOLLENBACHER &
ASSOCIATES, Certified
Public Accountants, is
looking for highly-moti-
vated, out-of-the-box
thinkers to join our tax
consulting team as an
Intern. If you enjoy a
challenge and thrive in a
dynamic environment,
then you may be the right
fit for our accounting and
tax internship program.
During the internship,
you’ll gain first-hand
knowledge of the day-to-
day responsibilities that
come with this exciting
and rewarding career.
You’ll receive mentorship
and guidance from our
accounting and tax pro-
fessionals and have
opportunity to help devel-
op solutions to complex
accounting and tax
issues through hand-on
experience, research,
use of cutting edge tech-
nology, and consultation
with other team mem-
bers. If this opportunity is
something that you have
been looking for, contact
bkaup@ballc-cpa.com  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

S
          

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

√ Out
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA,
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2107-EU-20

IN RE THE ESTATE OF: 
STEVEN LEROY GARINGER,

deceased 
NATASHA GARINGER, 
Personal Representative 

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

Notice is given that NATASHA
GARINGER was on August 17,
2021, appointed personal rep-
resentative of the estate of
STEVEN LEROY GARINGER,
who died intestate on, October
27, 2020. The personal repre-
sentative is authorized to ad-
minister the estate without
Court supervision. 
All persons having claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of the
Courts within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after decedent’s
death, whichever is earlier, or
the claims will be forever
barred. 
Dated at Jay County, Indiana
this 30th day of May, 2024. 

Jon Eads,
CLERK OF JAY 

COUNTY COURTS 
NATHAN D. MEEKS, 

#33865-27 
Attorney at Law 

101 East Third Street 
Marion, Indiana 46952 

765-662-3390 
attorneymeeks@gmail.com 
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Box score
Portland Rockets
vs. Muncie Chiefs

Chiefs (4-3)
ab r h bi

Luedike rf 3 1 1 0
Eppard cf 4 1 1 0
Gibson dh 3 0 0 0
Eppard dh 2 0 0 0

Weller 1b 3 1 1 1
Lash 3b 3 0 1 0
Key c 3 0 0 0
Baty cr 0 0 0 0

Matthews ss 2 0 0 0
Luce ss 1 0 0 0

Dillman lf 4 0 0 0
Ladd 2b 2 0 0 0
Umbrock 2b 2 0 1 0

Totals 32 3 5 1

Rockets (5-6)
ab r h bi

Coffey 3b 3 2 1 2
McEldowney ss 4 0 0 0
Smith lf 2 2 0 0
Kennedy eh 4 1 3 1
Pratt 2b 4 2 0 1
Caldwell eh 4 1 2 2
Meade 1b 4 0 2 2
Gleason c 3 0 0 0
Pratt cr 0 0 0 0

Muth cf 3 2 1 0
Rogers rf 2 0 1 0
Brammer dh 3 1 1 1
Totals 36 11 11 9

Chiefs 300  000  000 — 3
Rockets 102 111  14X — 11

LOB — Chiefs 9, Rockets 7. 2B —
Chiefs 2 (Weller, Umbrock), Rock-
ets 5 (Caldwell 2, Kennedy,
Meade, Muth). HR — Rockets 1
(Coffey). SB —  Chiefs 2 (Luedike,
Eppard), Rockets 2 (Coffey,
Meade).

IP H R ER BB SO
Chiefs
Winchester6 8 6 5 1 3
Pruitt 2 3 5 4 4 2

Rockets
Holley 4 3 3 0 3 5
Brammer 2 2 0 0 1 2

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County summer swim team vs. South
Adams – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery ACME baseball vs. Versailles –
6 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets at Fort Wayne Blues – 7:15

p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 a.m. — U.S. Open golf (USA)
1 p.m. — U.S. Open golf (USA)
2:15 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at St.

Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at Dallas

Wings (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NHL Stanley Cup: Florida Panthers

at Edmonton Oilers (ABC)
9 p.m. — PFL Regular Season fighting (ESPN)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Los Angeles Angels at Ari-

zona Diamondbacks (FS1)

Friday
2:20 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — UEFA European Championship

2024: Scotland vs. Germany (FOX)
4:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: HyVee

Perks 250 (USA)
5:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Iowa Corn

350 (USA)

8 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Iowa (FS1)
8 p.m. — International friendly soccer:

Guatemala vs. Argentina (TruTV)
8:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Milwau-

kee Brewers (Bally Indiana)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Finals: Boston Celtics at

Dallas Mavericks (ABC)

Local notes
Meet booked

The Jay County Chamber Classic golf outing is
set for Friday, July 19, at Portland Golf Club.

The deadline to register is July 10, and it’s limit-
ed to 20 teams. Awards of $400, $200 and $100
will be given out to first, second and third place,
respectively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at 10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycountychamber.com.
For more information call (260) 726-4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association of

Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tournament is
set to take place on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m., with a
shotgun start to follow at 12:15 p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry form
call (937) 548-9960 or email director@cadcin-
fo.org.

Outing scheduled
The annual City of Portland Mayor’s Golf Out-

ing has been scheduled for Friday, June 14, at
Portland Golf Club.

Registration for the event will be held from 11
a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on the day of the outing. A
meal will also be provided for the four-person
teams at this time. Registration is limited to the
first 20 teams and must be completed by June 10
and submitted to 321 N. Meridian St., emailing
mayorsoffice@thecityofportland.net or calling
(260) 726-9395.

Golfing will begin with a shotgun start at noon.
Those interested can also sponsor the event. It
cost $150 to sponsor a hole, $200 to sponsor a
team and a meal or $300 for to sponsor a team,
a meal and hole sponsorship.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Another double by Caldwell

scored Kennedy and put runners
on second and third again. The
runners scored on a single by
Meade and a throwing error by
catcher Jayce Key.

The Rockets had a rough first
inning and the Chiefs capitalized
for three early runs.

Jared Holley walked Cole
Luedike to open the game. Lan-
den Eppard followed up with a fly-

ball to center field that Muth mis-
handled, allowing Luedike to
score and Eppard to reach second
base.

Holley struck out the No. 3 hit-
ter for the first out, but Landon
Weller smoked a double to right
field to plate the second run of  the
inning. Weller came around to
score two batters later after Key
reached first on an error by Cof-
fey at third base.

After the error riddled first

inning – there were three total –
the Rockets stayed clean for the
rest of  the game.

“Good players have a way of
making the adjustments,” Miller
said. “A lot of  it is defensive
rhythm, (like when) the pitcher
picks it up, works quickly and
throws strikes to keep us in the
game.

“If  you’re throwing balls like
Jared did to start the game, we get
a little lax, lose our mojo and

aren’t defensively set. But if
you’re engaged, the tempo dic-
tates the course of  the game and
that’s how we cleaned it up.”

Holley earned the win after giv-
ing up the three unearned runs on
three hits and three walks in four
innings. After Holley, Brammer
threw three innings with only a hit
batter and one walk before Vasin
Ridgeway ended the game on the
bump with on runs allowed despite
two hits in the ninth.

Late ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Second baseman Cameron Pratt dives to stop a ball during the Portland Rockets’ 11-3 win over Muncie Central on
Tuesday. Pratt scored a pair of runs and drove another in during the win.

Continued from page 8
For those not familiar

with the Vallejo native’s
accomplishments, they
rival the likes of  four-time
NBA Finals champ LeBron
James, seven-time
NASCAR championship
winner Jimmie Johnson
and even 11-time NBA
champ and Boston Celtics
legend, Bill Russell. Chest-
nut first competed in the
Nathan’s contest in 2005,
when he was a San Jose
State University student.

He set a world record in

2021 by tossing back 76 hot
dogs and buns in the allot-
ted 10 minutes, beating the
record he had set the previ-
ous year by one.

And Chestnut hasn’t
stopped at hot dogs.

According to the Major
League Eating’s website,
Chestnut holds multiple
eating records:

•141 hard-boiled eggs in
eight minutes (2013).

•390 shrimp wontons in
eight minutes (2012).

•121 Twinkies in six min-
utes (2013).

•53 soft beef  tacos from
Taco Bell in 10 minutes
(2011).

•45 pulled pork sand-
wiches in 10 minutes (2007).

Could James eat that
many eggs? Could Russell
scarf  down Taco Bell soft
tacos? Don’t think so.
Maybe Charles Barkley.

In this breakup between
Nathan’s and Chestnut, it’s
the equivalent of  the
Miami Heat being disquali-
fied by plant-based hot
dogs.

The hot dog-eating

champ struck a deal with
plant-based food company
Impossible Foods.
Nathan’s, the contest’s
sponsor, has a strict rule
against competitors being
endorsed by any rival
brands. What says rival
more than a brand that is
striving to take you out of
business with a complete
alternative to your prod-
uct?

An Impossible Foods
spokesperson said, “We
love Joey and support him
in any contest he chooses.

It’s OK to experiment with
a new dog. Meat eaters
shouldn’t have to be exclu-
sive to just one wiener.”

So true.
This is a storyline juicer

than whatever James or
Kevin Durant could cook
up in an NBA off-season.
An American hero who set
records for eating the most
patriotic food on the most
patriotic day has now
joined the ranks of  plant-
based foods.

It costs Chestnut a
chance of  beating his pre-

vious. It costs us a chance
to see Chestnut scarfing
those beautiful cylinder-
shaped wieners and hoist-
ing the Mustard Yellow
Belt over his head in victo-
ry.

The positive is that
Chestnut is not banned for
life from the contest,
according to Major League
Eating.

The negative is that
Chestnut could spur
enough interest in creating
a plant-based hot dog eat-
ing contest.

Swallow ...
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P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

$150 ea.

C
23 3/4”(W) X 28 1/4” (D) X 37 3/4” (H)

CAALL
260-726-8141

W309 W.. Main St.
Portland, IN

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Fort Recovery ACME base-
ball hosts Versailles today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Rockets stumbled through
the first inning.

The second went a lot
smoother, but they still missed
the spark needed to turn the
game around.

With two outs in the third
inning, they finally got the jump
start they needed as a two-out
blast tied the game.

The Portland Rockets got a
two-run home run from Aidyn
Coffey that swung the momen-
tum in their favor, leading to a 11-
3 victory over the Muncie Chiefs
on Tuesday.

“When you pitch well and
defend and get timely hitting,
you have a good chance at a win-
ning combination,” said Rockets
coach Randy Miller. “They got
three cheap runs in the first
inning, but then we shut them
down.”

Trailing 3-1 in the third inning,
the first two Rockets’ batters
popped the ball up for consecu-
tive outs. Dylan Brammer
reached base with a single to the
right side to extend the inning.

With two outs, Coffey came to
the plate and watched a first-
pitch strike. He took the second
pitch for a ride over the wall in
deep center field to tie the game
up.

“I was sitting fastball middle,”
Coffey said. “The first pitch was
inside and I didn’t like it. I just
told myself  to sit back, relax the
hands and be easy to the ball and
good things happen.”

The Rockets didn’t get any-
more runs in the third inning,
but they scored one run in each
of  the following four innings
before putting up four in the
eighth.

Cameron Pratt reached on an
error in the fourth inning and got

driven in on a double by Cade
Meade. Kade Muth started the
fifth with his own double and
Landen Rogers’ single drove him
in. A walk and a single put run-
ners on first and second in the

sixth so that Blake Caldwell could
plate one with a double to shallow
left field. Three consecutive
walks and a passed ball scored
Muth in the seventh inning.

“Sometimes that’s all it takes is

that little mojo to get things
going,” Coffey said. “Then it all
builds from there.”

Peyton Smith got the offense
started in the eighth inning with
a walk before Joel Kennedy’s

double got him to third base.
Pratt pushed Smith across the
plate and reached first himself
on an error by Gavin Lash at
third base.

See Late page 7

Late life
Rockets overcome slow start for 11-3 victory over Muncie Chiefs

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Portland Rockets third baseman Aidyn Coffey fields a chopping ground ball early in the 11-3 win over the Muncie
Chiefs on Tuesday. Coffey hit a two-run blast in the third inning to tie the game and give the offense a jump start.

Offense was not in
short order early in the
week.

Yet, power hitting was-
n’t enough to claim the
game.

Despite having eight
extra-base hits to five,
Cook’s Nursery fell to
POET Bioprocessing 13-
11 in Portland Junior
League Rookie baseball
on Tuesday.

Nolan Homan of  POET
and Trey Hirschey of
Cook’s Nursery match
each other for the
strongest offensive per-
formances. Both players
smacked four base hits,
including a triple and a
double and scored three
runs.

Corbin Hutzler and
Harvey Hemmelgarn
both had hits that netted
multiple bases for POET.
Hutzler earned a triple
and a double while Har-
vey Hemmelgarn just
had a double and a single.
They each scored once.

Marshall Hemmelgarn,
Wyatt Shawver and
Sawyer Stephen all
crossed home plate a pair
of  times for POET.

Shawver notched three
hits as well, while Mar-
shall Hemmelgarn and
Stephen both had two.

Kayden Alberson,
James Bruggeman,
Steven Robinson and
Brantley Sager support-
ed Hirschey’s efforts in
the loss.

Sager matched
Hirschey with four hits.
Sager had a double and
three singles and also
scored two runs.

Bruggeman also scored
twice, while adding a
triple and a double.

Rogers scored the most
of  the bunch, netting
three runs for Cook’s
Nursery. He also smacked
a double and two base
hits.

Alberson slashed two
triples and a single, but
only made it to home
plate once.

By LEBRON HILL
The Sacramento Bee
Tribune News Service

With some breakups,
you remember where
you were when the
news broke.

I was 7, at my grand-
ma’s house with all my
cousins, huddled
together watching
MTV, when it was
announced that
NSYNC broke up.

At 15, I waited all day
to hear LeBron James
say he was leaving the
Cleveland Cavaliers
and taking “his talents
to South Beach.” It was
like a bomb.

And now at 30, came
the news on Tuesday
that 16-time Nathan’s
Hot Eating Champion
Joey Chestnut will not

compete on the Fourth
of  July in the competi-
tion he made famous.

“We are devastated to
learn that Joey Chest-
nut has chosen to rep-
resent a rival brand
that sells plant-based
hot dogs rather than
competing in the 2024
Nathan’s Famous
Fourth of  July Hot Dog
Eating Contest,” the
Major League Eating
organization, which
oversees the event, said
in a statement.
See Swallow page 7

POET’s offense
edges Nursery

Local
roundup LeBron

Hill

Leaving Joey
Chestnut out is
hard to swallow


