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Clarisa Clevenger, 82,
Ridgeville

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  86 degrees Friday.
The low was 62.

Expect mostly sunny skies
through Monday with highs
in the lower 80s today, lower
90s Sunday and upper 90s
Monday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Fort Recovery Harvest
Jubilee continues this week-
end with a dodgeball tourna-
ment, caricature artist, dunk
tank and garden tractor pulls
today. Rides will open at 11 a.m.
today. The Fireman’s Parade is
scheduled for 2 p.m. Natalie
and Hannah will perform at 4
p.m. For additional details,
visit fortrecoveryjubilee.com.

Tuesday — Photos from
the Fort Recovery Harvest
Jubilee.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Coverage of
the Jay County Commission-
ers/Council joint session.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Jay County Plan Commis-
sion approved the economic
development plan Thursday
for the county’s tax increment
financing (TIF) district.

It moves next to Jay County
Commissioners, who meet in
joint session with Jay County
Council on Tuesday and in reg-
ular session June 24.

The TIF district encompass-
es about 191 acres southwest of
Portland in Greene Township.
Created about 15 years ago, it
has been generating dollars
used to pay off  bonds associat-
ed with road work and sewer
improvements near the
ethanol plant in the area. Jay
County made its final bond
payment for the project in 2023.
Jay County Redevelopment
Commission has been looking
into its options for how to
spend the roughly $550,000
accrued annually for the next
13 years.

Its economic development
plan details a list of  potential
projects for TIF dollars, which
include: transportation
enhancements, public safety
enhancements, utility infra-
structure, highway garage
improvements, a new building
for Jay County Solid Waste
Management District, a new
public safety building and
planning and development of
the county’s 68 acres on the
western edge of  Portland.
Redevelopment commission
members approved the plan
May 22 and forwarded it to Jay
County Plan Commission.

Consultant Ed Curtin of
CWC Latitudes noted TIF fund-
ing could also be used as a
local match for state and feder-
al grants.

Plan commission member
Jeanne Houchins asked if  pay-
ing off  the bonds associated
with Jay County Regional
Sewer District had been
included in the list of  projects.
(Jay County Redevelopment
Commission in March talked
about potentially using TIF
dollars for paying off  the
bonds. At that time, bonds
from Jay County Regional
Sewer District sat at $497,000 in
principle with $253,075 in
interest. They’re expected to
be paid off  by 2051.)

County attorney Wes
Schemenaur said the idea had
been considered but that it did-
n’t make the final plan.

“This can always be updated
and amended, too,” he added.

Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John Hem-
melgarn pointed out the coun-
ty needs to have an economic
development plan in place for
its TIF district if  it hopes to
receive grants for projects in
that area. He added that it lines
up with the plan commission’s
comprehensive plan, which
was last updated in the 1990s.

Commission members
Jeanne Houchins, Steve Ford,
Steve McIntosh, Michelle Pen-
rod, Brad Daniels, Scott Hilfik-
er, Dru Mercer and Todd
Skirvin, absent Chad Aker,
approved the plan.

Also Thursday, Jay County
Plan Commission amended the
development plan for Invener-
gy’s Skycrest Solar.

The $150 million, 155-
megawatt facility is planned
on about 2,500 acres in Penn
and Jackson townships. Sky-
crest Solar is estimated to
bring in an additional $55 mil-
lion in assessed value.

See Plan page 2

TIF district
plan approved

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jubilee festivities
Fort Recovery Harvest Jubilee kicked off

Thursday. At left, 11-month-old Tucker Trumbull is enticed
forward by an iPhone, a cup of lemonade and some toys
during the Diaper Derby. Above, Charlie Brotherton, 4, is
crowned as Little Miss of the Jubilee.

Members of the
Portland American Legion
Honor Guard stand at
attention Friday evening
during the Portland Elks
Flag Day ceremony at Good-
Rich Brewery in Portland.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

By MICHAEL
MACAGNONE
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court threw out
a Trump-era rule that
banned so-called “bump
stocks” that allow rifles to
mimic automatic fire, find-
ing the government over-

stepped its authority when
it relied on a federal law
that applies to machine
guns.

In a sharply divided 6-
3 decision, the conserva-
tive justices in the majori-
ty ruled that the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
could not ban the device

that attaches to the back of
a firearm that allows it to
mimic automatic weapons.

Justice Samuel A. Alito
Jr. wrote separately to
point out that it is up to
Congress to prohibit bump
stocks such as the one
used in the “horrible
shooting spree” in Las
Vegas that killed more

than 50 people at a music
festival in 2017.

“There is a simple reme-
dy for the disparate treat-
ment of  bump stocks and
machineguns. Congress
can amend the law — and
perhaps would have done
so already if  ATF had stuck
with its earlier interpreta-
tion,” Alito wrote. “Now

that the situation is clear,
Congress can act.”

The majority opinion,
written by Justice Clarence
Thomas, said that adding
the bump stock to the back
of  the weapon did not
change the specifics of  the
internal trigger mecha-
nism, which is what the law
originally written in 1934

focused on when it banned
machine guns.

“We conclude that a
semiautomatic rifle
equipped with a bump
stock is not a ‘machinegun’
because it does not fire
more than one shot ‘by a
single function of  the trig-
ger,’” Thomas wrote.

See Ban page 2

Supreme Court tosses ‘bump stock’ ban

Flag
celebration

Potential projects include
transportation, infrastructure

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko
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Call (260) 726-8141
or email
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Today
Weaver, Larry: 10:30 a.m.,

Akron Community Center, 815
Rural St., Akron, Indiana.

Romer, Pauline: 11 a.m., St.
Mary’s Cemetery, Fort Recovery.

Monday
Bates, Johnny: 1 p.m., Walker

Funeral Home, 248 E. South St.,
Winchester.

Tuesday
Gaerke, Janet: 10:30 a.m., St.

Peter Catholic Church, 1477
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery.

Thursday
Clevenger, Clarisa: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Clarisa Ellen Clevenger,
Ridgeville, Oct. 13, 1941-
June 12, 2024. Services will
be at 1 p.m. Thursday at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

The updated plan shifted con-
struction start and end dates
back by two years, with con-
struction set to begin no later
than Dec. 31, 2026, and to be com-
plete by Dec. 31, 2028.

Pati McLaughlin of  Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning
noted per Jay County’s zoning
ordinance that revisions must
be approved by Jay County Plan
Commission and explained it’s
meant to prevent changes
between the time of  approval
and construction. (She refer-
enced a five-year gap from Nex-
tEra Energy’s initial plans for
Bluff  Point Wind Energy Cen-
ter.)

Mike Hill, associate general
counsel for permitting and local
affairs at Invenergy, explained
the need for a timeline exten-
sion was partially caused by an
earlier shortage in solar panels.
He noted Invenergy recently
opened a solar panel factory in
Columbus, Ohio.

Also, companies across the
country have experienced
delays with PJM Interconnec-
tion, a regional transmission
organization that coordinates
wholesale electricity movement
across 13 states, including Indi-
ana, and the District of  Colum-
bia. PJM revamped its analysis
process in April 2022 for new
services joining the power grid.

Hemmelgarn noted Invenergy
is the only company planning a
solar farm in Jay County so far
that has received a final inter-
connection agreement with PJM
Interconnection. (The first com-
pany to begin seeking approval
from Jay County officials in
2021, Invenergy was “grandfa-
thered” into the old analysis
process with PJM Interconnec-
tion. Three other companies —
Leeward Renewable Energy,
Hodson Energy and Scout Clean
Energy — are still working
through the process.)

Jay County Council updated
the timeline as well in its eco-
nomic development agreement
with the company Wednesday.

Invenergy will pay $1.75 mil-
lion in economic development
payments to the county over the
course of  four years. Per the
updated agreement with Jay
County Council, the first pay-
ment is now due no later than
six months after construction
begins. (It was previously
required up to 120 days after the
facility began generating elec-
tricity.) 

McLaughlin suggested notify-
ing adjoining property owners
and sending notices through the
newspaper and radio because of
the timeline change. Jay County
Plan Commission approved the
updated plan and agreed to
McLaughlin’s suggestion.

Plan ...

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Former President Donald Trump
issued an unexpected endorsement in
Indiana’s Republican lieutenant gover-
nor race on Thursday — supporting
Rep. Julie McGuire for the party’s nom-
ination.

She is the choice of  GOP gubernato-

rial primary winner U.S. Sen. Mike
Braun, a staunch Trump advocate.

The move comes as 1,800 Republican
party insiders prepare to choose on Satur-
day who’s on the ballot for Indiana’s sec-
ond-highest office. It’s the first competitive
lieutenant governor contest in decades.

Delegates have a choice between Chris-
tian nationalist and pastor Micah Beck-
with and McGuire.

Trump endorses McGuire

Probation violation
A Portland man was arrested Wednes-

day for violating his probation.
Ryant A. Blount, 51, 1003 W. Water St.,

pleaded guilty in Jay Superior Court to
strangulation, a Level 6 felony. He was

sentenced to 545 days in Jay County Jail
with 387 days suspended. A petition
alleging he violated the conditions of  his
probation was filed in court Wednesday.

Blount was being held on a $650 bond
in Jay County Jail.

Sweet
berries

Penny Howell, 6,
dips a strawberry in a
chocolate fountain
Thursday at Jay
County Public Library
during its Strawberry
Fest. Families visiting
the library had an
opportunity to meet
Indiana author
Shannon Anderson,
who wrote “I LOVE
Strawberries!”, eat
strawberry snacks
and participate in
strawberry themed
games, crafts and
activities. 
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Backing crash
A Pennville man backed

the car he was driving into
a Portland man’s car in the
Indiana Bureau of  Motor
Vehicles parking lot in

Portland about 9:22 a.m.
Friday.

Robert M. Daniels, 60,
was backing a 2015 Chevro-
let Silverado out of  a park-
ing spot at 1314 N. Meridian

St. He didn’t see the 2012
Ford Fusion driven by 84-
year-old John E. Pyle and
backed into it. 

Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
Justice Sonia Sotomay-

or, in a dissent joined by
Justices Elena Kagan and
Ketanji Brown Jackson,
wrote that the decision
“will have deadly conse-
quences.”

Sotomayor, who read a
portion of  her dissent
from the bench, criticized
the majority for casting
aside congressional
intent in the federal law
that bans weapons that
fire “automatically more
than one shot, without
manual reloading, by a

single function of  the
trigger.”

“When I see a bird that
walks like a duck, swims
like a duck and quacks
like a duck, I call that bird
a duck,” Sotomayor
wrote. “Because I, like
Congress, call that a
machinegun, I respectful-
ly dissent.”

Sotomayor wrote that
the decision will put
“bump stocks back in
civilian hands” and
invites gunmakers to cre-
ate new devices that
mimic automatic rifles.

Ban ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 7-5-0
Daily Four: 9-3-9-5
Quick Draw: 2-5-7-9-16-

21-25-28-30-37-49-52-58-59-
65-69-70-71-73-75

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 3-3-1
Pick 4: 2-4-2-9

Pick 5: 1-4-0-9-2
Evening
Rolling Cash: 3-6-11-30-

39
Jackpot: $150,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $34

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $47

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.41
July corn..................4.45
Wheat ......................5.23

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.45
July corn..................4.40
Aug. corn ................4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.30
July corn..................4.30
Beans ......................11.72

July beans ..............11.68
Wheat ......................5.73

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.33
July corn..................4.28
Beans ......................11.74
July beans ..............11.69
Wheat .......................5.72

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.40
July corn..................4.40
Beans ......................11.50
July beans ..............11.50
Wheat ......................5.53

In 1215, King John
sealed the Magna Carta,
a document that laid
out the rights of  the
English people. Among
its rights, it gave all free
men the right to justice
and a fair trial.

In 1667, the first
human blood transfu-
sion was administered
by Jean-Baptiste Denys
to King Louis XIV of
France.

In 1775, the Conti-
nental Congress named
George Washington
commander in chief  of
the Continental Army.

In 1844, Charles
Goodyear patented vul-
canization, a process
for strengthening rub-
ber by adding sulfur or

other materials.
In 2017, the Jay

County Summer Swim
Team defeated the Celi-
na Dolphins 772-388
with Morgan DeHoff,
Mara Bader, Sophie
Saxman, Ashlyn Dow,
Alex Bader and Garrett
Cambell all earning
three victories.

In 2021, the Fort
Recovery Eels summer
swim team scored 825
points to defeat Union
City (298) and Randolph
County (159). Natalie
Wenning, Rozlyn Diller,
Hailey Wenning and
Rhianna Wuebker com-
bined to sweep the 8-
and-younger girls
events.

—The CR

CR almanac

92/71 98/74 96/72 95/71 96/71
Sunny

skies are
expected Sun-
day when the
high will be
around 92
degrees.

Thursday
looks to be
mostly sunny
and hot, with
a high of 96.
The low at
night will be
around 71.

Partly
sunny skies
are expected.
Otherwise,
the tempera-
ture will rise
to about 85.

Monday’s
forecast
shows sunny
skies as well,
with a blister-
ing high of 98.

More hot
temperatures
are expected
throughout
the week.
Tuesday’s
high will be
about 96.

Sunday
6/16

Monday
6/17

Tuesday
6/18

Wednesday
6/19

Thursday
6/20

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:15 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Records Commis-
sion, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Council and Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Jay/Port-
land Building and
Planning Inter-local
Joint Board, Communi-
ty Resource Center, 118
S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
5 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council special meeting,
park cabin, 200 S.
Mooney St.



DEAR ABBY: I have an
identical twin who lives in
a different state. I am mar-
ried; she never has been. At
62, she still demands that I
live my life her way. I love
her, but I’m an adult. I live
by my own rules. She seems
enraged that I don’t think
and behave the same way
she does. By the way, she
works from home and sets
her own schedule. I work in
a call center. I would appre-
ciate your input. — LIKES
MY FREEDOM IN IOWA

DEAR LIKES: At 62,
you are entitled to live
your life exactly as you
wish. So is your sister.
You may be identical, but
this does not mean you
must think alike. Per-
haps the next time your
twin unloads on you, you
should remind her of
that.

••••••••
DEAR READERS:

Happy Father’s Day
weekend to fathers
everywhere — birth
fathers, stepfathers,
adoptive and foster
fathers, grandfathers,
and all of  you caring
men who mentor chil-
dren and fill the role of
absent dads. 

P.S. Also, a big shout-
out to dual-role moms. I
applaud you all — today
and every day. — LOVE,
ABBY

Croyle
Wade Alan, a son, was born June 6

at St. Vincent Randolph to Ridgeville
residents Ciara Ogle and Drew
Croyle. He weighed 6 pounds, 13
ounces.

Grandparents are Steve Ogle, Sher-

ri Johnson, Andy Croyle, Beth
Croyle, Heidi Huffman and Kevin
Huffman. 

Great-grandparents are Terry
Wright, Kathy Wright, John Johnson,
Edel Lewis, Tim Croyle, Deb Croyle
and Kenny Studt.

Johnson
Ellie Mae, a daughter, was born

May 30 at St. Vincent Randolph to
Portland residents Alexis and Forrest
Johnson. She weighed 8 pounds, 5
ounces. Grandparents are Doug and
Kim Loy and Pam and Tim Johnson.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The

Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

JAY RETIRED TEACH-
ERS — Will meet at noon
Monday, June 17, at
Richards Restaurant,
1615 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-

nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of  each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.

BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties as well as devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Community Calendar

50th anniversary

Paula and 
Fred Barron

Paula and Fred Barron are celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary today.

Fred Barron and Paula Taylor wed June 15,
1974, in Portland.

Now both retired, they have lived in Jay
County for more than 60 years.

They have two children, Kristy Barron of
Dunkirk and Latisha Blankenship (Jon) of
Dunkirk, five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. (Another great-grandchild is
due Oct. 24.)

They celebrated with a cruise to Bermuda
and plan to hold an open house with friends
and family.

Fred and Paula Barron - 2024

Fort Recovery High School
announced students who made it
on the second semester average
honor roll. 

On the list with all A’s were sen-
iors Lucas Acheson, Wes Bechtol,
Myah Breen, Katie Bruns, Natal-
ie Brunswick, Chloe Bubp, Alex
Dues, Alex Evers, Megan Evers,
Teigen Fortkamp, Carson Grube,
Paige Guggenbiller, Trevor
Heitkamp, Troy Homan, Addy

Jenkins, Nate Jutte, Abby Keller,
Allison Knapke, Ella Kremer,
Saige Leuthold, Rex Leverette,
Mara Pearson, Matthew Romer,
Libby Schlarman, Brynn Stam-
men, Tiffany Taft, Riggs Tobe,
and Sage Wendel. 

Making the list with A’s and B’s
were seniors Jac Barga, Clayton
Bertke, Drew Bihn, Gavin Faller,
Kensey Gaerke, Reece Guggen-
biller, Jenna Hart, Liz Hartings,

Aidan Heitkamp, Lydia Kahlig,
Conner Kaikala, Evan Keller,
Drew Langenkamp, Brett Lauber,
Joscie LeFevre, Jose Martinez,
Marissa Schoen, Cole Shoemaker,
Abe Siefring, Olivia Smith,
Austin Steinbrunner, Britney
Tebbe, Ella Westgerdes, Ellie
Will and Brooklyn Wyerick.

Juniors making the honor roll
with all A’s were Drew Backs,
Samantha Brackman, Nicole

Braun, Mason Diller, Kassidy
Dues, Evan Evers, Marlee Fiely,
Ava Grisez, Kayla Heitkamp,
Kyle Huntsman, Bailie Muh-
lenkamp, Kennedy Muhlenkamp,
Karlie Niekamp, Kylie Post, Ben
Reinhard, Anna Roessner, Ella
Schoen, and Emma Will.

On the list with A’s and B’s
were juniors Alivia Bergman,
Layla Bihn, Madison Bihn, Tuck-
er Brockman, Kaleb Coleman,

Calleigh Crabtree, Amber Dirk-
sen, Brennan Dues, Gavin Evers,
Jacob Foote, Sarah Fritz, Riley
Grieshop, Caden Grisez, Brooke
Hart, Ethan Hartnagel, Eva
Kahlig, Joelle Kaup, Cody Klenke,
Gabe Knapke, Lindsey Knapke,
Emily Lauber, Norah Meyer, Zach
Schoenlein, Bella Taft, Victoria
Tchelidze, Cooper Thompson,
Reid Timmerman and Eowyn
Vela.

Sibling wants
twin to live
by same rules

Fort Recovery students make second semester honor roll

Birth announcements

Dear
Abby
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Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

Many Americans are less
than thrilled with the two presi-
dential candidates whom the
major political parties have
foisted upon them this Novem-
ber. It’s no surprise that a
majority of  voters favor
expanding the presidential
debates to include other candi-
dates.

But the Democratic and
Republican parties could not
care less.

A Harvard CAPS/Harris poll
found that 71% of  those sur-
veyed said that debates between
Republican Donald Trump and
Democratic President Joe
Biden should include other can-

didates as long as they can meet
“a viable threshold,” The Hill
reported last month. A second
poll, this one from News
Nation/Decision Desk HQ,
found that 65% of  American
voters support allowing third-
party candidates such as Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. to take part in the
debates.

Biden has agreed to two
debates with Trump, the first on

June 27 on CNN, the second
hosted by ABC on Sept. 10. The
Commission on Presidential
Debates — a consortium of  the
two parties — has traditionally
organized the debates, but the
president’s team has scuttled
that approach in favor of  direct-
ly negotiating with the Trump
camp and networks. This pro-
vides the teetering Biden cam-
paign with more control over
the process.

Biden has said he will share
the debate stage only with
Trump. The former president
has been more circumspect but
previously insisted he would
debate anytime, anywhere. Yet
he, too, eschewed debates —
during the Republican primar-

ies — when he calculated they
weren’t in his best interest.

The commission has typically
used an arbitrary polling stan-
dard to keep third-party candi-
dates from appearing. Reform
Party candidate Ross Perot in
1992 was the only non-major can-
didate to make the stage. He
eventually earned 19% of  the
vote in the general election.

Certainly, some standard must
exist. But American voters
would be better off  — particu-
larly this election cycle — with
criteria that demand either a
minimum level of  polling sup-
port (say 10%) or a ballot access
threshold.

But typically the gatekeepers
manipulate the standards to

appease the two major-party
candidates. Thus the Green
Party and Libertarian hopefuls,
who will appear on most state
ballots, will be excluded because
of  polling numbers. Kennedy,
polling at 15% in some surveys,
probably will be left out under
the guise that he hasn’t qualified
for the ballot in enough states.

The deck is stacked. That’s too
bad.

At a minimum, Kennedy
deserves a place on the debate
stage, particularly as voters
crave alternatives. ABC and
CNN should invite him. If  Biden
or Trump want to walk away, let
them suffer the political conse-
quences. But don’t hold your
breath.

Parties want debates to themselves

By HEIDI GERARD
OtherWords

Treating addiction is
hard. But as someone
who’s in recovery and
now helps mothers on
their own recovery jour-
ney, one thing is very sim-
ple: We need more invest-
ment in the solutions that
work.

Every person in recov-
ery has their own story.

My grandmother was
an American missionary
who rescued and adopted
my mother — an
orphaned infant in Iran —
and supported us finan-
cially. When she died, life
became much more chal-
lenging.

We moved from our
affluent Maryland neigh-
borhood to rural South
Dakota, where my mother
had music teaching cre-
dentials and the cost of
living was lower. But as a
new brown girl and the
daughter of  an immi-
grant, being different
there was difficult.

Almost anything that
went wrong in that insu-
lar community school was
somehow blamed on me.
The bullying and harass-
ment were constant and
terrifying. And when my
mom sent me to escape
that treatment with
another caretaker in
northern Nebraska, I suf-
fered sexual abuse and fell
into a crowd that was
using drugs.

By the time we got back
to Maryland, the damage
was done. I became preg-
nant and started using,
only to see my child’s
father die of  an overdose.

I got clean, turned my
life around, and was
happy and successful as a
teacher in an elementary
school. I suffered a relapse
after I got back together
with an old boyfriend
from my days of  using,
who was eventually
imprisoned for dealing.
But I finally found Nar-
cotics Anonymous, got
sober again, and tried to
help him — I even mar-
ried him while he was
incarcerated.

Although I was ulti-
mately unable to save
him, I learned so much
about the prison system,
the extreme difficulties of
re-entry for people who
are experiencing addic-
tion, and about recovery. I
understood my calling
was to help those who
needed it most — mothers
returning from incarcera-
tion with substance abuse
disorders.

I now run a non-profit
organization that focuses
on moms and children in
need of  support related to
addiction — whether that
means finding a home,

escaping domestic abuse,
transitioning out of
prison, or regaining cus-
tody. We provide wrap-
around services so that
the whole family is treated
— not just one symptom.

We get some govern-
ment funding, but it’s
woefully small compared
to the need. Nationally,
about 2.5 million people
aged 18 and older had an
opioid abuse disorder in
2021 — and nearly 300 peo-
ple died of
overdoses every single
day. Yet only 36 percent of
those experiencing addic-
tion received any treat-
ment at all.

Medication treatment is
even rarer — only 22 per-
cent received it, most of
them urban white men
over 35. These disparities
must be addressed.

The opioid crisis is a
public health crisis and
should be treated as such,
with sufficient invest-
ments from all parts of  the
government in evidence-
based prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery efforts.
We need an integrated,
systemic, and whole-of-
government approach that
links treatment services
with good science — and
consciously aims to cor-
rect deficiencies in our
health care, justice, educa-
tion, and social service
systems.

That’s not my diagnosis.
That’s the recommenda-
tion of  our own
federal National Insti-
tutes of  Health.

The problem is wide-
spread, the gender and
racial treatment dispari-
ties are stark, and the con-
sequences of  inaction are
dire. But the good news is
that the evidence for what
works is overwhelming.
Our national addiction
response, including cen-
ters like mine, needs real
investment so families
have a fair shot of  suc-
cess.

••••••••••
Gerard is the founder

and Executive Director
of  ChrysantheMoms, Inc.,
a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing
comprehensive housing
and support services to
women and children affect-
ed by the disease of  addic-
tion.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

Funding recovery
shouldn’t be difficult

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Maya Angelou gave the best
advice with absolutely the best
words when she said, “When some-
one shows you who they are, believe
them the first time.” I have found
that people are really good at show-
ing who they are, even when that’s
exactly what they are trying to
avoid. Angelou reminds us of  the
obvious, to believe what we see, but
importantly to not waste precious
time reaching the often inevitable
conclusion.

Last week, Adam Wren and
Daniel Lippman reported for Politi-
co that the House Ethics Committee
is making a preliminary inquiry
into the behavior of  Rep. Victoria
Spartz, of  Indiana’s 5th District.
The reasons stem from complaints
made by current and former staffers
of  the second term congress-
woman’s unstable and abusive
behavior toward them.

While the reports were troubling,
and I will share some highlights, I
would be surprised if  anyone who
has been paying attention to Spartz
over the years was surprised by the
news.

Here’s an example of  the behavior
detailed by a current staffer, as
reported by Politico: “The common
thing is for her to call someone up
or to their face, cuss them up, say
the F-word about a million times,
call them effing retards, effing chil-
dren, effing whatever … That’s a
weekly thing. It’s not rare. All my
interactions with her have been
filled with complete and total rage.”

That came from a current staffer,
quoted in last week’s story. Since
January, the resignations have piled
up so fast, it would seem that former
staffers are easier to find than those
remaining on her damaged team.

Politico also reported that last
Tuesday, “her chief  of  staff, Patrick
Slowinski, resigned after being in
the job for less than a month,

according to a person familiar with
the matter. He declined to comment.
Michael Stevens, who has been com-
munications director for Spartz
since January, also resigned Tues-
day night, according to the same
person.”

Spartz is showing Hoosiers, and
everyone else, exactly who she is.
For anyone who might want to take
the position that she is simply being
tough, save it. This unpredictable
and unproductive behind-closed-
doors behavior is consistent with
the brand she displays publicly. I
have been baffled by her election
and reelection because of  it, and
now, the Angelou quote rings truer
than ever in the Spartz example.

Exhibit 2 was her announced
retirement. In February 2023, one
month into her second term, NBC
News reported on her announce-
ment that she would retire from pol-
itics after 2024. At the time, Spartz
said, “I won a lot of  tough battles for
the people and will work hard to win
a few more in the next two years …
However, being a working mom is
tough and I need to spend more time
with my two high school girls back
home, so I will not run for any office
in 2024.”

I don’t know what battles she won,
but again, those of  us paying atten-
tion were never confident she was
serious about retirement. Turns
out, we were right. In the least sur-
prising reversal in a career filled
with reversals, a year later, she filed
for reelection, telling Politico, “The
country is too much in trouble.”

Exhibit 3 was displayed during
the election of  now former U.S.
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy.

That month was a highlight reel for
Spartz. NBC also reported that she
went from “yes” to “present” and
back to “yes” on his initial election
as speaker in a weeklong series of
votes. During that same timeframe,
she initially came out against her
party’s push to remove Rep. Ilhan
Omar, D-MN, from the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, calling it a
“charade” — before flipping to yes.

All of  these things are “showing”
us who Victoria Spartz truly is.
These behaviors of  quickly flipping
on votes, and her lack of  commit-
ment to any particular decision,
defines her as a member of  con-
gress. It defined her career in the
Indiana Senate, too. Again, for those
paying attention, the pattern is
clear.

The preliminary inquiry by the
Ethics Committee is in response to
the complaints by her current and
former staff. But the complainants
were told “the committee would not
launch a formal investigation
before (the May primary) given the
potential appearance of  meddling
in the election.”

Let this be my reminder that the
“election” is actually in November,
but I understand what they meant.

Her primary battle was not an
easy one. She was challenged ener-
getically by State Rep. Chuck
Goodrich (R-Noblesville) and oth-
ers, and many Indiana Republicans
have commented that the party let a
better option slip away last month.
Maybe.

One certainty though is that
Spartz is unquestionably unreli-
able. Maya Angelou likely would
have said that voters should have
known that long ago.

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and

a communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Spartz is unreliable, at best
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Education matters

1) What city was home to the first public school
established in British America in 1635?

2) What school is the largest traditional college
(not online only) in the United States?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Boston
2) Arizona State University
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

190 FARMERS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY JUNE 21ST,

2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 2635 W.
HWY 18
Bryant, IN

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section
10, Jackson Twp. Jay
County, Indiana with

approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on
highway 18. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNER: AMOS C

GRABER
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1205 W

McDonald Ave., Hartford
City, IN.

Friday Evening June 21,
2024

5:30 APM.
REAL ESTATE

Modular home built in
1998 w/ 3 br., 2 full

baths & 1620 sq. ft. of
living area. Gas fireplace
and gas forced air fur-
nace with central air. For
more information contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or  Gary Loy 

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD&COLLECTOR

ITEMS
Roper washer & dryer,
hospital bed, curved

sectional, metal shelf, oil
lamps, COCA COLA
glasses, bowls, tins.

TOOLS
Craftsman 12.5 hp

mower, Skil 9”- 2 speed
band saw, Hitachi belt
sander, mantis tiller, fur-
niture clamps, tool cabi-
nets, Cress electric kiln,
Ryobi 10” surface plan-
er, and other items not

listed.
Wayne Craig Estate

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3295 E 450 S,
Bluffton, IN

Saturday Morning
June 22nd, 2024

10:00 A. M.
MODEL A CAR-CAR-
TRUCK-MOWE-TOOLS
1931 Model a car with
soft top, rumble seat,

Parade ready title, 1962
Galaxy Car, 1986 Chevy
flatbed truck, John Deer
LT160 mower, metal
wagon, small anvil,
Craftsman tool box,
Home Utility 1/2” drill
press, Craftmans belt
and vibrating sanders,
car parts, and many
other items not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD ITEMS
Oak wall telephone
(Chicago Supply Co.,
Elkhart, IN), 3 drawer
marble top dresser with

mirror, 
1941 US Navy boat

clock, Coca Coal Cooler,
Aladdin green base
lamp, Noritake Gold

Stein china, old newspa-
pers, organ stool with
glass ball feet, Indy 500
mugs, Smith Bros. 3

cushion sofa, golf clubs,
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Vehicles will be sold at
12:30 P.M.  The vehicles
will be offered both live

and on Hi Bid
CHARLES UPTGRAFT,
DECEASED &  DEE

UPTGRAFT
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: RED-
KEY TOWN Hall is seek-
ing a full-time or part-
time dedicated and
skilled Utility Worker
responsible for the oper-
ation and maintenance of
all water and wastewater
facilities. Responsibilities
include: Completing, fil-
ing, and reporting regula-
tory agency reports;
Conducting required
sampling - Adhering to all
regulatory agency rules
and regulations; Per-
forming meter reads,
shutoffs/reconnects;
Conducting line locates
and assisting with digs;
Changing out endpoints
and meters; Maintaining
storm sewers; Flushing
hydrants; Assisting with
the maintenance of
streets, parks, and all
city property. Preferred
Qualifications: Water and
Sewage license or the
ability to obtain a Water
and Sewage License
(CDL) within 3 years of
employment; High
school diploma or equiv-
alent; Fluent in English
(speaking and writing);
Valid Indiana Driver’s
License - Ability to obtain
a Commercial Driver’s
License (CDL); Ability to
pass pre-employment
and random DOT drug
and alcohol screenings,
as well as a background
check. Preferred Experi-
ence: Grounds mainte-
nance - Street mainte-
nance - Heavy equip-
ment operation. Interest-
ed applicants should
submit their resumes to:
Gloria May, Redkey
Town Hall 8922 IN-67
Redkey, IN 47373. For
more information, please
contact Brenda Beaty,
Town Council President,
at 419-203-9081.  
JAY COUNTY CON-
SERVATION CLUB is
accepting resumes for
the position of Caretaker.
This position includes
rent-free living quarters
on the club property with
electric, propane, and
phone included. Respon-
sibilities include setting
up rentals, mowing club
property, cleaning the
clubhouse, and basic
maintenance repairs.
Please forward all
resumes to:
lrce1220@gmail.com or
mail to: Jay County Con-
servation Club c/o Jen-
nifer Bailey 4897 E. SR
26 Portland, IN 47371.
Please submit all
resumes no later than
Monday June 24th,
2024.  
BOLLENBACHER &
ASSOCIATES, Certified
Public Accountants, is
looking for highly-moti-
vated, out-of-the-box
thinkers to join our tax
consulting team as an
Intern. If you enjoy a
challenge and thrive in a
dynamic environment,
then you may be the right
fit for our accounting and
tax internship program.
During the internship,
you’ll gain first-hand
knowledge of the day-to-
day responsibilities that
come with this exciting
and rewarding career.
You’ll receive mentorship
and guidance from our
accounting and tax pro-
fessionals and have
opportunity to help devel-
op solutions to complex
accounting and tax
issues through hand-on
experience, research,
use of cutting edge tech-
nology, and consultation
with other team mem-
bers. If this opportunity is
something that you have
been looking for, contact
bkaup@ballc-cpa.com  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or
Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE

FOR 

$695
GET 

ONE FOR

$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,

Get Well,

Just Because,

Valentine’s

Day,

and Many

Others.

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 

10 a.m. - 4

p.m.

Custom sizes

available.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 3295 E 450 S, Bluffton Indiana on Saturday Morning

JUNE 22, 2024
10:00 A.M.

MODEL A CAR – CAR – TRUCK -  MOWER - TOOLS
1931 Model A car with soft top, rumble seat, Parade ready,  title;    1962 Galaxy
car, VIN 2G6SW135933, non-running, title ; 1986 Chevy flatbed truck, VIN
1GCGC24M8GF416240, non-running, title ; Woods 5’ – 3 pt. finish mower;
John Deere LT160 – 16 hp 36” cut riding lawn mower; Craftsman electric start
snowblower; buck saws; old pitching machine; metal wagon; hay fork; scales;
traps; steel wheel; Wheelhorse 3 pt mower; Wheelhorse front plow; drill press;
2 wheel utility trailer; hand drill press; small anvil; log chains; platform scales;
barrel pump; Clark 4 ½” metal band saw; chain boomers; Stihl weed eater;
Chrysler 3.6 outboard motor; aluminum and wood ladders; set of torch gauges;
C clamps; Stihl circular saw; Stihl gas blower;  3’ water hydrant (NIB); Arco
250 amp single phase welder; metal siding; Makita cordless drill; 10 gallon shop
vac; shovels; rakes; fishing poles; tackle; Mikata angle grinder; Craftsman tool
box; pry bars; saws; hammers; drill bits; Home Utility ½” drill press; Craftsman
wrenches; Dayton 6” bench grinder; Rockwell hand router; Craftsman electric
impact; Craftsman belt and vibrating sanders; scales; indexes; vise; channel
locks; sockets; vise grips; tap & die sets; sledge; oil cans; jacks; gas cans;
Craftsman electric hedge trimmers; bench grinder; Remington heater; log chains;
pipe threader; forge; ramps; car parts; pipe cutter; reamers; hitch pins; and many
other items not listed.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD ITEMS
Oak wall telephone (Chicago Supply Co., Elkhart IN);  3 drawer marble top
dresser with mirror; 1941 US Navy boat clock (USS Dixie); glider rocker; Coca
Cola cooler; White treadle sewing machine; Alladin green base lamp; oil lamp;
vintage stop and yield signs; Coca Cola cardboard bottle carrier; old steering
wheel; Noritake Gold Stein china, service for 12; Carnival Slag pitcher; Roger
Bros. flatware; old newspapers; Naval military pictures; large windmall fan;
organ stool with glass ball feet; Pyrex “Friendship” mixing bowl set;
Longaberger baskets; Bulova wall clock;  glass baskets; (2) Roseville crocks; 1
gallon crown crock; Indy 500 mugs; old trophies; tricycle; old books; metal mail
box; Gulf oil can; wood pulleys; hubs; Moorman’s sign; rotary telephone; metal
horse head; implement seats; corn shellers; dinner bell; butchering kettle with
bail;  pitcher pump; Bluffton HS paddles; Oak table with 2 chairs; Smith Bros.
3 cushion sofa; (2) twin beds; 6 drawer dresser with mirror; knee hole desk; bar
stools; occasional chairs; drum table; drop leaf lamp stand; hanging lamp; kitchen
table with 4 chairs; wicker chair; sewing machine; BB guns; yearbooks; bedding;
wood rocker; record albums; TV stand; brass pans; safe; Christmas tree; Corning
Ware; Corning set of dishes; Amana microwave; Vikiing Husqvorna sewing
machine and surger; cookware; electric skillet; food processor; cookbooks;
flatware with case; canner; roasters; patio table; bicycles; ice cream freezer; bird
houses; golf clubs; lawn chairs; lawn décor; coolers; croquet set; and many other
items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  This is only a partial listing of the many items that
will be sold.   Vehicles will be sold at 12:30 P.M.  The vehicles will be offered
both live and on Hi Bid. 

CHARLES UPTGRAFT, DECEASED  
AND DEE UPTGRAFT

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608   Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 6-15-2024

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on June 25, 2024 at the
CourtHouse, Auditorium,    in
the city of Portland in said
county, to investigate the pro-
priety of holding an alcoholic
beverage permit by the appli-
cants listed herein to wit:

RC3802050 Beer Wine &

Liquor Fraternal Club
RENEWAL
FRATERNAL ORDER OF
EAGLES 928 320 N.
MERIDIAN ST.  Portland
IN
D/B/A F.O.E. #928
RR3837879 Beer Wine &

Liquor Restaurant (210 1)
RENEWAL
Hills Kitchen LLC 123 S.
Meridian St.  Redkey IN
D/B/A Key Diner
RR3840121 Beer Wine &

Liquor Restaurant (210 1)
RENEWAL
DAVID M TARTER LOCA-
TION PENDING  Portland
IN

CR 6-15-2024-HSPAXLP

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE
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Sports
Saturday, June 15, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Portland Rockets travel
to Fort Wayne to take on

the Blues on Sunday

Jay County Summer
Swim Team beat South
Adams 691-328 Thursday at
Portland Water Park.

Jay County had seven
triple event winners,
including Sam Benirscke
(boys butterfly, individual
medley and short freestyle)
and Sophie Warvel (girls
IM, breaststroke and short
freestyle) in the 11-12-year-
old age group.

Earning three wins in
the 13-14-year-old division
were Cooper Glentzer (boys
200 freestyle, butterfly and
backstroke) and Maria
Laux (girls butterfly, back-
stroke and IM).

Also winning three girls
events were Maddie Theur-
er (8-and-younger long
freestyle, backstroke and
short freestyle), Addisyn
Champ (9-10-year-old back-
stroke, IM and breast-
stroke) and Brooklyn
Byrum (open 200 freestyle
and two events in the 15-
and-older division).

Jay rolls
to victory

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

Gavin Faller, Troy Homan
and Sage Wendel have all been
to the OHSAA state baseball
tournament before.

However, it wasn’t at Canal
Park. It was at Huntington
Park, home of  the Columbus
Clippers.

And instead of  manning
their spots at first base, center
field and second base, they
were hanging out in the dugout
and helping the team out by
shagging balls.

Eight years later, they’ve
made it themselves.

After serving as bat boys for
the 2015 and ‘16 Fort Recovery
High School baseball teams
that made the state tourna-
ment, Faller Homan and Wen-
del got their own chance to
compete at the highest level of
high school baseball in Ohio
over this past weekend.

“It’s been awesome,” Homan
said. “To be able to experience
it with some of  my best friends
… is amazing. To do this in my
last run with Fort Recovery is
even better.”

“It’s something you dream
about as a kid and don’t think
you’ll ever really have the
chance,” Faller added. “We
have the chance and just seeing
the community behind us and
how excited they are for us has
made it the experience of  a life-
time.”

“Back when we were bat boys
it was like ‘Dang this is really
cool,’” Wendel rounded out
with. “Then to finally be here,
and actually playing in the
state finals just exceeds all
expectations.”

For the Homan family, it
meant more than just making
it to state, but it was Troy get-
ting to follow in the shoes of
his older brothers Ross and
Will, who both played for the
team the last time the Indians
made it to state.

As the regular season was
coming to a close and the Indi-
ans surrendered a 3-0 lead to St.
John’s, it started to settle on
Michele and Todd Homan that
Troy may never get that experi-
ence of  going to state like his
brothers did.

“We were kind of  preparing
the fact that Troy may never
have that feeling and get that
feeling that his brothers did,”
Michele said. “To see him and
his team get there has been
overall amazing.”

“We feel very fortunate and
blessed that all of  the boys get
to be there,” Todd added.

They described Troy as Ross
and Will’s biggest fans while
they were on the team. When it
was Troy’s turn to take the
field, Ross and Will made the
effort to come to as many
games as they could, but Will
was forced to miss the state
semifinal game for a wedding.

Following the 3-1 win over
Hillsdale, Troy called Will to
celebrate and inform him to get
ready to attend the state cham-
pionship game on Sunday.

“I’ve always had a close bond

with my brothers,” Troy said.
“To be able to share an impor-
tant memory as big as this one,
it means so much. I’m so excit-
ed to see him here at the game.”

Sage Wendel also had rela-
tives on the team, as his
cousins Cole and Cade played
for the ‘15 team. Cade also
played for the ‘16 team and
Sage mentioned that he picked
No. 14 to wear – Cade’s old
number – in honor of  his role
model.

While Faller didn’t have any
relatives on the team, he
remembered looking up to the
players on the team and the
attitudes they brought to prac-
tices and games as well as the
energy they injected into base-
ball. Prior to the trip to state,
Faller mentioned that he was
hoping to inspire the younger
generations in Fort Recovery
in similar ways that he was
just under a decade ago.

So far that’s what the team
has done.

“We came up after the game
we came up to talk to coaches
… (Eyink) gave the head nod
and they opened the gate and
about 15 little kids came run-
ning at me,” Faller said. “When

you’re standing on deck they’re
all chanting your name and
nothing gets you more excited
to go up and try and do some-
thing for them and get them
fired up.”

This season, the Indians have
Eli Eyink, coach Kevin Eyink’s
son, as a bat boy. Now he’s get-
ting the experience that Faller,
Homan and Wendel had eight
years ago.

“It’s really cool,” Eyink said.
“This might be my only time at
a state game. So it’s pretty
exciting to be out here going to
a state championship game. “

Eyink said he’s learned from
the Indians to be a state con-
tender, you need to be a good
teammate and a good leader.

While the trio ended up two
runs short of  their first state
championship, they can still
look back on the experiences
the 2024 postseason brought
them and how it all stemmed
from the runs in ‘15 and ‘16.

“Those years gave us a taste
of  what it was like when we
were younger,” Wednel said.
“It’s just so much more than
that now because you did that
yourself  and you did that as a
team together.” 

Helpers to heroes
A trio of former bat boys make the state tournament eight years later

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Fort Recovery High School baseball players Gavin Faller, Troy Homan and Sage Wendel all competed in the OHSAA
Division IV state baseball tournament on June 8 and 9. The trio of seniors served as bat boys for the 2015 and ‘16 Indians
teams that previously made it to state. Pictured above, the seniors hold up the regional trophy after clinching a state berth
with Homan in the center, Faller to the far right and Wendel behind the group out of sight. Below at right, Sage Wendel poses
with his cousins Cade (left) and Cole during the 2015 season.

Photo provided


