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Anita Ellington, 88,
Dunkirk

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  89 degrees
Sunday. The low was 59.

An excessive heat warning
is in effect for the county
through 8 p.m. Friday. Highs
are expected to be in the 90s
all week, including 97 Thurs-
day, with lows in the 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Arts Place’s Hudson Family
Park Amphitheater Concert
Series kicks off  Thursday with
a performance by Phil Dirt and
the Dozers at 8 p.m. The con-
cert will feature rock ‘n’ roll
classics. Payne’s Food Truck
and Mrs. P’s Kitchen will be on
hand for the event. For more
information, call (260) 726-4809
or email jcc@myartsplace.org.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Coverage of
the Jay County council/com-
missioners joint session.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Winning wave
Cierra Gaerke waves to paradegoers along Butler Street on Sunday afternoon while riding on one of the Win on

the Wabash super raffle vehicles during the Fireman’s Parade as part of the Fort Recovery Harvest Jubilee.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A fire destroyed a rural
Ridgeville home Sunday
afternoon.

Flames started on the
porch at 1620 W. 850 North
and spread throughout
the rest of  the home, fully
engulfing the structure
along with its attached
garage and two vehicles.

A liquid propane tank
also exploded at the prop-
erty.

Saratoga-Ward Town-
ship Fire Department
responded to the call at
3:33 p.m. Sunday. Several
other fire departments
from Jay and Randolph
counties — they included
fire departments based
out of  Portland, Redkey,
Salamonia, Ridgeville,
Union City, Farmland,
Winchester, White River
Township and Liberty
Township — and emer-

gency medical services
also assisted at the scene.
Firefighters spent almost
seven hours at the house,
which was totally
destroyed.

Saratoga-Ward Town-
ship Fire Department Fire
Chief  Steve Martin point-
ed out hot weather Sun-
day, when the temperature
rose to 91 degrees in the
afternoon and evening. He
noted firefighters took
turns combatting the fire
and staying hydrated
amid the high heat.

The occupants of  the
house — their names were
not released to The Com-
mercial Review as of
press time — made it out
safely. The property is
owned by Joyce and
William Caylor, according
to Randolph County’s
Global Information Sys-
tem.

Officials are still look-
ing into the cause of  the
fire. Martin said the case
is being investigated by
the Indiana State Fire
Marshal.

Home destroyed

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

For the second time in a
year, the Indiana Republi-
can Party is looking for a
new leader.

Chairwoman Anne
Hathaway informed the
Indiana Republican State
Committee on Friday she
will be stepping down
effective upon the election
of  her successor. Executive
Director Joe Elsener is
also resigning.

“From day one, Joe and I
made it clear that we
would commit to serve
through the primary and
then transition to new
leadership. The timing is
right having just conclud-
ed our 2024 State Conven-
tion, and I look forward to
working with Senator
Braun and the members of
our Republican State Com-
mittee to select our next
chair,” Hathaway said in a
statement.

She has served for 10
months after former Chair-
man Kyle Hupfer left to
lead Brad Chambers’ cam-
paign for governor. Gov.
Eric Holcomb tapped Hath-
away and she was the first
woman to serve in that
role.

With her departure, U.S.
Sen. Mike Braun — the
defacto leader of  Indiana
Republicans after winning
the GOP gubernatorial
nominee — will choose a
successor. Members of  the
state committee have to
confirm Braun’s pick and
will hold a vote on June 24.

Hathaway will remain
one of  Indiana’s two
Republican National Com-
mitteemen, alongside new
appointee Victor Smith.

“It has truly been my
honor to serve the Republi-
can Party in this capacity
for the last 10 months.
When Governor Holcomb
asked me to serve as Chair-
woman, I was both hum-
bled and excited. I have
truly enjoyed working
with Republicans from all
92 counties to strengthen
our grassroots,” Hathaway
said.

Indiana
GOP
will get
a new
leader

By ALISA ODENHEIMER
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

U.S. diplomat Amos
Hochstein has traveled to
the Middle East in a bid
to ease tensions between
Israel and Hezbollah,
which are threatening to
spiral into a full-blown
war across the Lebanese
border.

Hezbollah has traded
fire with Israel almost
daily since the Oct. 7
attack by Hamas mili-
tants on the south of  the
country, which triggered
the ongoing conflict in
Gaza. Both groups are

backed by Iran and desig-
nated as terrorist organi-
zations by the U.S.

Hochstein, who has vis-
ited Israel and Lebanon
several times in recent
months to try and medi-
ate a resolution, will
meet Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu,
Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant and President
Isaac Herzog, according
to Israeli officials. He
will also hold talks with
opposition leader Yair
Lapid before going on to
Beirut, the Yediot

Ahronot newspaper
reported Monday.

Hochstein confirmed he
is in Israel on Monday.
The U.S. and France are
leading efforts to broker a
deal to ensure Hezbollah
and Israel don’t go to war.

Hochstein is planning
to meet Benny Gantz,
chairman of  the opposi-
tion National Unity Party,
a spokesman for the party
said. Gantz joined
Netanyahu’s emergency
government following the
Hamas attack in October,
though resigned last week
after criticizing the prime

minister’s strategy and
accusing him of  not doing
enough to secure the
release of  hostages held
in Gaza.

Netanyahu is now, as
expected, dissolving the
three-member war cabi-
net that was formed when
Gantz joined the govern-
ment, an Israeli official
confirmed. The prime
minister will continue to
consult with a small num-
ber of  participants, Ynet
reported, without saying
where it got the informa-
tion or who they would be.

See Tensions page 2

U.S. envoy seeks to calm tensions

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Firefighters work amongst the rubble at the scene of a fire Sunday
afternoon at 1620 W. 850 North, rural Ridgeville. The fire destroyed a house
and a garage.

Conflict threatening to
spill over Lebanese border

Firefighters from Jay,
Randolph spent nearly
seven hours on scene
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Today
Gaerke, Janet: 10:30 a.m., St.

Peter Catholic Church, 1477
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery.

Wednesday
Ellington, Anita: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday
Clevenger, Clarisa: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Anita Ellington, Dunkirk,
Nov. 19, 1935-June 16,
2024. Services will be at 1
p.m. Wednesday at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Port-
land.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Fire Ops 101
Portland Fire Department hosted its first Fire Ops 101 training for local and state officials

and media personnel Saturday. Pictured above, Duane Monroe — he’s the Republican nominee for
the south district Jay County Commissioner seat up for election in November — Portland Board of
Works member Steve McIntosh and Portland attorney Greg LeMaster carry a mannequin onto a Jay
Emergency Medical Service ambulance Saturday. Participants experienced live fire suppression,
search and rescue, vehicle extrication and a cardiac arrest event simulation.

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana has the highest failure
rates for its driver’s license test in
the U.S., with more than 1,362,100
Hoosiers failing the test from 2020
to 2023, according to a recent USA
Today report. The inability to pass
the test can harm residents in Indi-
ana, one of  the most car-dependent
states in the country.

“Everybody gets the idea, ‘well,
I’ll just go in there and take the
test,’” said Mike Clouse, president
of  the Indiana Driver Education
Association. “Everyone who does
that, most of  them do not pass it.” 

There are two tests Indiana resi-
dents must pass to receive their
driver’s license: a written knowl-

edge test and an in-car driver’s
skills test. 

Residents must pass the written
knowledge test to apply and renew
their learner’s permit. USA Today
reported that 43% of  test takers
from 2020 to 2023 passed this knowl-
edge test.

Hoosiers also need to take an in-
car driving test, which assesses a
driver’s ability to safely operate a
vehicle, use defensive driving
habits and park. 80.4% of  test tak-
ers passed the skills test.

The Indiana Capital Chronicle
contacted the Indiana Bureau of
Motor Vehicles on June 4 request-
ing data and comment but agency
officials did not respond by publi-
cation.

Rep. Becky Cash, R-Zionsville,
has heard her constituents and co-
workers talk about struggling to
pass the written test, even if  they
have driver’s licenses in other
states. She said some Hoosiers
take the test up to six times before
they’re able to pass the test. 

“I’ll talk to people my own age
and they’ll say, ‘oh my gosh, I
moved here from Massachusetts,
and I nearly failed the Indiana test
when I moved here’ or ‘I failed it
the first time and I’ve been driv-
ing for 25 years,’” Cash said.

People who recently moved to
Indiana from another country or
are trying to renew an expired
license or have six or more points
on their driver record also have to

take the written test. If  someone
moves to Indiana from a different
state and needs to renew their
license, they must also take this
test. The test consists of  multiple
choice questions on traffic
maneuvers and types of  traffic
signs, and test takers must get
80% or higher correct answers to
pass the exam. 

Cash also said some people may
face additional barriers to taking
the written test. For instance, she
said her daughter, who has a
learning disability, struggled to
take the test on the BMV’s com-
puter. She failed the test twice on
the computer before being offered
a paper copy, which she passed the
first time. 

State has highest failure rate

Continued from page 1
Hezbollah rockets and drones have

caused significant damage and casualties
in Israel in recent months, and authori-
ties have evacuated tens of  thousands of
residents from towns and villages in the
north of  the country. Israel has respond-
ed with air strikes and artillery fire into
Lebanon, and assassinated several lead-
ers of  the group. Its strikes have killed
hundreds of  people in Lebanon, most of
them members of  Hezbollah.

“Hezbollah’s increasing aggression is

bringing us to the brink of  what could
be a wider escalation — one that could
have devastating consequences for
Lebanon and the entire region,” Israel
Defense Forces spokesman Daniel
Hagari said Sunday. “Israel has a duty to
defend the people of  Israel. We will ful-
fill that duty.”

Israel is demanding that Hezbollah
withdraw northward, away from the bor-
der, but the Islamist group has said it
won’t negotiate without a cease-fire in
Gaza, which remains elusive.

Tensions ...

Drug possession
An Ohio woman was

arrested Saturday for pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine.

Tonya N. Malinousky,
50, 211 S. Main St., West
Manchester, was prelimi-
narily charged with pos-
session of  methampheta-

mine, a Level 6 felony. She
was being held on a $4,000
bond in Jay County Jail.

Dependent neglect
A Pennville man was

arrested Friday for neg-
lect of  a dependent.

Dustin L. Tuel, 38, 120
N. Water St., was prelimi-

narily charged with a
Level 6 felony for neglect
of  a dependent, along
with a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of
paraphernalia and a
Class B misdemeanor for
disorderly conduct. He
was being held on a $4,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Felony arrests

Today
9 a.m. — Jay County

Council and Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners,
auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Jay/Port-
land Building and
Planning Inter-local
Joint Board, Communi-
ty Resource Center, 118
S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
5 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 200 S. Mooney
St.

6 p.m. — Redkey
Town Council special
meeting, park cabin,
200 S. Mooney St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.35
Oct. corn .................4.38
Wheat ......................5.02

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.39
July corn..................4.34
Aug. corn .................4.40

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.36
July corn..................4.36
Beans ......................11.78

July beans ..............11.74
Wheat ...................... 5.70

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.35
July corn..................4.35
Beans ......................11.55
July beans ..............11.50
Wheat ......................5.52

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.35
July corn..................4.35
Beans ......................11.30
July beans ..............11.30
Wheat ......................5.32

In 1429, Joan of  Arc
led the French Army
against the English at
Patay, France.

In 1812, the War of
1812 began when Presi-
dent James Madison
signed a declaration of
war against Great
Britain in response to
frustration of  British
maritime practices and
support its support for
Native American resist-
ance to U.S. western
expansion.

In 1977, Betty A. Bine-
gar, 49, and her son, John
R. Binegar, 22, of  Port-
land died when the vehi-
cle they were in hit anoth-
er vehicle at the intersec-
tion of  county roads 400
North and 350 East.

In 1979, the Strategic

Arms Limitation Talks II
(SALT) treaty was signed
by President Jimmy
Carter and Soviet leader
Leonid Brezhnev. It was
aimed at limiting the
manufacture of  missiles
capable of  carrying
nuclear weapons.

In 2006, Katharine Jef-
ferts Schori became the
first woman to be elected
presiding bishop of  the
Episcopal Church.

In 2021, a tornado
ripped through northeast
Jay and southwest Mer-
cer counties, leaving a
swath of  destruction in
its wake. No injuries
were reported, but about
two dozen homes and
many more outbuildings
were damaged.

—The CR

CR almanac

94/71 97/72 97/72 94/73 88/67
Juneteenth

will be partly
sunny with a
high tempera-
ture around
94 degrees.

There’s a
chance of
rain and thun-
derstorms.
Otherwise,
mostly
cloudy.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
on Saturday.
The low at
night will be a
moderate 73.

Mostly
sunny on
Thursday, when
the high tem-
perature may
hit a sweltering
97.

Another
scorcher
expected Fri-
day, with highs
in the upper
90s.

Wednesday
6/19

Thursday
6/20

Friday
6/21 

Saturday
6/22

Sunday
6/23

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $44
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $61

million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-2-5
Daily Four: 7-2-7-2
Evening
Daily Three: 4-8-4
Daily Four: 0-1-2-9
Quick Draw: 2-8-22-24-

32-37-38-41-42-44-51-55-58-

60-69-70-71-74-76-79
Cash 5: 6-7-27-32-33
Estimated jackpot:

$152,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-7-4
Pick 4: 9-0-2-9
Pick 5: 1-7-6-5-5
Evening
Pick 3: 5-4-3
Pick 4: 0-6-7-1
Pick 5: 7-6-6-9-7
Rolling Cash 5: 7-11-13-

15-32
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000



DEAR ABBY: I am single, never
married. A male manager at my
job is divorced. After a few weeks
at the job, I realized we were both
single. I have been here for about a
year. This manager is flirty and
appears to be into me. He acts a lot
like my brother-in-law, who I don’t
get along with, so I have tried to
avoid the situation. I don’t want to
date anyone who reminds me of
my brother-in-law. 

This manager complained to a
second manager last month about
his impression that I don’t like
him. I need this job because it’s
one of  the few I have found with
good health insurance. Now I have
to interact with the manager in the
hope that he no longer assumes I

don’t like him, but it’s really awk-
ward. 

I doubt it would go well if  I point out
my suspicion that this guy is into me.
I suppose he might just be a flirt who
hits on lots of  girls or someone who
doesn’t realize they’re flirting with
their team members. What can I do?
— NEEDS THE JOB IN THE WEST

DEAR NEEDS: There is a mid-
dle ground between being openly

hostile to this manager and acting
like you are interested in him. Be
professional, cordial and busi-
nesslike. If  he makes a move on
you or asks to see you outside of
business hours, tell him you do
not socialize with fellow employ-
ees. However, if  he continues
after that, be sure to document it.
Then tell the other manager that
you are uncomfortable and that
this situation is creating a hostile
working environment.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van

Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby
at DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-

versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku Learning more about how you or your  
family could benefit from our compassionate  

services is just a phone call away.

Stillwater Hospice is a nonprofit,  
local organization dedicated to  

serving you and your family through 
hospice and grief support services. 

Here for you.

(800) 288-4111 • stillwater-hospice.org

SERVING PATIENTS IN 12 NORTHEAST INDIANA COUNTIES.

By JAMES FULKS
The Commercial Review

Since it’s well into hay
cutting season, here’s a
story that is testament to a
slower and simpler era of
hay cutting.

This is a true story from
my youth near Ridgeville
in the summer of  1978. 

Many years ago, I was
privileged to work on an
antique-filled farm.

On this farm we had
magical antiques kept in
tip-top shape and still
maintained in full working
order.             

We had two working
steam engines, a sawmill,
several antique steel
wheeled tractors and two
teams of  draft horses, a
team of  oxen, and one team
of  mules. 

Now, for anyone who
knows anything at all
about mules, you know,
they are very strong, good
workers in the harness, but
they have one character
flaw. 

They have a stubborn
streak a mile wide. 

When they decide to stop,
they stop, and they simply
won’t go until they decide
they are ready to go. 

One very warm, humid
morning, the farmer’s son
and I were getting ready to
mow hay with the old
McCormick-Deering
ground propelled sickle bar
mower. 

We hooked up the team
of  mules to it that morning
and he took off  around the
perimeter of  the field to be
mown, to cut it in.

Somewhere along a fence
row, in the shade, the mules
decided to stop for a break.

Unfortunately they
stopped after stirring up a
ground nest of  big carpen-
ter (bumble) bees.

What transpired next,
looking back, was one of
the funniest things I ever
saw in person. 

At the time, I can assure
you it wasn’t a bit funny. 

The bees decided they
were not a bit amused by
the intrusion, so the boss
bee came out, surveyed the
intruders and whistled for
his pals to “c’mon out and
join the fun!”

In a matter of  seconds,
those mules decided that
stubbornness was not the
thing to be doing at that
moment, and they took off.

Now, to anyone familiar
with a ground-propelled
1920s era McCormick-Deer-
ing sickle bar mower, you
know they are designed to
operate at a slow, methodi-
cal pace, a rate of  forward
progress that mules being
attacked by bees exceeded
by a good margin. 

The faster they went, the
more parts began disassoci-
ating themselves from the
mower, now operating at a
frantic pace that it quite
simply was never designed
to operate at. The farmer’s
son was hanging onto the
seat and reigns for dear life,
but thankfully when he did
lose his seat, he fell off
behind the mower bar and
was just bruised up a bit.
The mules finally stopped,
and he and I walked that
field for hours picking up
parts that the old antique
mower had shed during its
high-speed run. 

We got the old mower
back together and it was
still fully functional for
years afterward.

That memory of  the
mules taking off  at a dead
run and the mower shed-
ding parts as it came apart
is one I’ll take to my grave.

Mules are a stubborn lot,
but bees can get them mov-
ing in a hurry.

Stubbornness
led to stinging

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

Fulksy
Mayhem

Photo provided

Vocational scholars
Six Fort Recovery High School students received $500 Fort Recovery Vocational

Scholarships. Pictured above are scholarship recipients (front row) Austin Hartnagel, Evan Keller
and Brett Lauber, and (back row) Hunter Hummel, Abe Siefring and Wes Bechtol. 

The award is presented to seniors taking a vocational program through Fort Recovery High
School. To become eligible for the scholarship, the student must be nominated by their employer,
teacher, or guidance counselor and show an interest in pursuing secondary education at a
college, university, or technical school. Students may also apply if they are entering the workforce
and are in need of certain tools required for their job or are starting their own small business.  

Flirty manager bothers employee
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Kokomo Tribune
Tribune News Service

The U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency and President Joe
Biden’s administration are
moving to downgrade marijua-
na from a Schedule I to a Sched-
ule III controlled substance.

This change signifies a soft-
ening in how federal law
enforcement views marijuana,
a drug that’s already been legal-
ized in some form in most
states.

Without legal recreational or
medical use, Indiana is an out-
lier among Midwestern states
when it comes to marijuana. It’s
a hot topic, but not one that will
be discussed by Indiana law-
makers during the upcoming
interim committee meetings.

Pot has been left off  the agen-
da, though the federal push to
ease restrictions and classifica-
tion of  marijuana signal that
legalization could be on the
horizon.

State lawmakers have studied
marijuana in past committees,
yet many GOP officials have
declined to pursue legalization
either medically or recreation-
ally until more federal guidance
was issued. Gov. Eric Hol-

comb has declined to support
legalization while marijuana
remains illegal at the federal
level. But recent years have
seen a more bipartisan push on
the topic, and Hoosiers contin-
ue to favor legalization of  mari-
juana.

The 2023 Hoosier Survey con-
ducted by Ball State Universi-
ty shows 54.2% of  respondents
believe marijuana should be
legal for recreational and med-
ical use, and 32.2% support
legalization for medical use
only. Just 9.8% of  respondents
stated it should not be legal for
any use.

“The findings are similar to
last year’s findings in that
Americans and Hoosiers have
shifted dramatically on their

attitudes toward marijuana,”
said Chad Kinsella, director of
the Bowen Center for Public
Affairs and a political science
professor at Ball State. “Many
states have recently legalized
marijuana, including neighbor-
ing states like Ohio in 2023.”

Complicating the matter, Indi-
ana doesn’t have provisions for
ballot access for voters. Even a
million signatures wouldn’t be
enough to get a question on the
ballot as to whether marijuana
should be legal in some form
in Indiana. Thus, we have to
depend on state lawmakers to
make a decision, which they
have failed to do because any
legislation on legalization
quickly dies during session.

Indiana retailers are already

selling marijuana-related prod-
ucts such as Delta-8 and CBD.
The federal government is sig-
naling the potential for decrim-
inalization if  not legalization
of  marijuana. Indiana has rid-
den the fence for long enough
on the topic. This summer
would be a perfect opportunity
for Indiana lawmakers to hear
testimony and debate on legal-
ization ahead of  the 2025 ses-
sion.

Medicaid and AI are certainly
worthy topics for upcoming
study committees. Marijuana is
also an issue that should be
addressed. If  lawmakers don’t
want to deal with the elephant
in the room, then they should
consider provisions to allow
Hoosiers to vote on legalization.

Legislature should deal with issues

By BRIAN CARSS
OtherWords

A recent bill passed by
the House of  Representa-
tives claims to regulate the
cryptocurrency industry
and protect consumers.
But the bill is a Trojan
horse designed by an
industry flush with cash —
the real kind. 

The Financial Innova-
tion and Technology for
the 21st Century Act is the
cryptocurrency industry’s
big attempt to win favors
from Washington. Put sim-
ply, it would exempt crypto
assets and platforms from
the definition of  “securi-
ties,” meaning that the
Securities and Exchange
Commission’s power to
regulate crypto would
shrink dramatically. 

The SEC has been the
cornerstone of  protecting
small investors since the
1930s, when it was created
in response to the pre-
Depression stock market
crash. Instead, crypto
wants to be regulated by
the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, an
obscure agency with much
less capacity to enforce the
law. 

The potential impact
should not be taken lightly.
The FBI reported in 2023
that over $4 billion was lost
due to investment scams.
Another recent report
showed that more than 90
percent of  stablecoin
transactions are fake. And
the myth that crypto is a
means to financial inclu-
siveness is just that.

If  any industry ever
needed more oversight, not
less, it’s the crypto busi-
ness. But that’s not what
the bill would do.

The crypto industry has
consistently misled law-
makers during the process
by using obscure crypto
industry jargon and exag-
gerated promises of  “inno-
vation” to dress up policies
that are simply new ways
to avoid effective oversight
and legitimize risky indus-
try practices.

“This bill, if  enacted,
would close the purported
crypto regulatory gap with
a wrecking ball instead of
a modest patch, damaging
financial regulatory safe-
guards for all Americans,
not just crypto con-
sumers,” said Mark Hays,
senior policy analyst at
Americans for Reform.
Hays also fears the bill
would also create a
roadmap for other indus-
tries, namely Wall Street,
to evade regulatory over-
sight. 

The outside money
involved in getting this leg-
islation passed under-
scores the ability of  a well-
heeled industry to corrupt

the process. Crypto has
spent a shockingly large
amount of  money lobby-
ing and pushing candi-
dates to embrace their pol-
icy goals in exchange for
support. Crypto Super
PACs have spent over $100
million this cycle. 

Lawmakers will no
longer have consumers’
best interests at heart if
they become captive to the
crypto industry. But in the
recent crypto vote, 71
Democrats, who are gener-
ally more crypto skeptical
than their Republican
counterparts, joined
Republicans in helping
this bill pass the House.
That shows the power the
lobby has over lawmakers
despite the opposition
from consumer and labor
groups, state regulators,
several federal agencies,
and the Biden administra-
tion. 

Voters will have to call
on Congress to resist the
urge to fall for the indus-
try’s false claims, flashy
public relations, and politi-
cal pressure. Lawmakers
should hold the industry to
the same standards as
everyone else. Why should
crypto investors receive
less protection than oth-
ers? The industry’s record
shows that’s not a risk
worth taking.

••••••••••
Carss is a communica-

tions intern at Americans
for Financial Reform and a
recent graduate of  North
Carolina State University.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Crypto industry
needs regulation

By JILLAIRE MCMILLAN
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

The conviction of  Donald
Trump on 34 counts of  falsifying
public records is the latest news in
a series of  historic events over the
course of  an extraordinary elec-
tion year. With this verdict and the
reality of  a former president cam-
paigning while facing dozens of
additional felony counts, there is a
lot of  news coverage of  America’s
courts. Can we trust the courts to
do justice to this highly politicized
environment? Can a jury of  peers
be counted on to deliver a fair and
impartial judgment?

In February I served on a jury
for the first time. Experiencing a
trial firsthand and being one of
the people responsible for deciding
another person’s fate gave me
greater appreciation for the justice
system and for the citizens who
make it work.

On that morning, 68 people
responded to the summons, some
driving 45-60 minutes across my
rural Colorado county to the
courthouse. I was one of  12 poten-
tial jurors randomly chosen for a
round of  jury selection, during
which we were asked questions
about being impartial. I began
thinking how challenging it would
be to be impartial in a highly pub-
licized case, such as one involving
Trump. I can understand why
some cases are moved to different
locations to avoid jurors who may
be familiar with news or people in
the case. Where could they possi-
bly find a jury who hasn’t heard
of  Donald Trump?

Now that I’ve been in the jury
box, I realize what a big responsi-
bility it is and, based on my expe-

rience, I believe jurors take it seri-
ously. I realized the gravity of  the
responsibility as I participated in
the process of  the trial. Was it like
TV courtrooms? A little bit. What
you don’t see on TV is all of  the
teaching.

The judge clearly spelled out our
duties and explained the laws
relating to the case and how to
view evidence versus what is said
by the attorneys, all before the
trial could even begin. These
instructions informed, prepared
and empowered me to fulfill my
role as an impartial arbiter. After
the prosecution and defense rest-
ed, we received even more instruc-
tions. The judge carefully
explained each charge, the laws
that applied, and what a guilty or
not guilty verdict must rest on.

Then my fellow jurors and I
deliberated. As the foreperson, I
made sure each person in the
group had a chance to ask ques-
tions and voice opinions. If  one
person wasn’t in agreement, we
paused, asked more questions and
listened. Our main task as jurors
was to listen, and we did a lot of  it.

As the group reached a consen-
sus, we made sure the verdict for
each charge was unanimous. As
the foreperson, I had to sign my
name to the group’s decision. At
my request, my fellow jurors
looked over my shoulder to ensure

my signature went on the correct
lines. I felt the weight of  my signa-
ture’s responsibility but also knew
that my fellow jurors were stand-
ing in solidarity with me. We were
near strangers who had come to a
unanimous decision.

I watched with great interest as
the jury was selected for New
York’s criminal case against
Trump. This jury of  his peers was
responsible for listening to the
judge’s instructions, the evidence,
the witnesses and each other as
they deliberated. I now see how
this is an effective system. As I
served I saw my fellow jurors —
among them a beauty shop owner,
a commercial truck driver, a non-
profit director and a graduate stu-
dent — do their best to act with
integrity as they spent the day
making the justice system work.
No single attorney or judge gets to
deliver a guilty verdict or an
acquittal. A jury of  peers makes
the decision.

After the Trump decision, some
have attacked the ordinary people
who accepted the summons to
serve as jurors. Of  course, jurors
are human beings, so there are
occasions when they get it wrong.
However, because of  my experi-
ence serving on a jury, I have faith
in my fellow citizens and in our
system of  justice. As the time
comes for other high-profile cases
to be decided for or against former
President Trump, I hope we will
feel greater confidence in our fel-
low citizens as jurors and in the
judicial system we all participate
in.

••••••••••
McMillan is the director of  vol-

unteers for Mormon Women for
Ethical Government.

Jury experience inspires faith
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The leaders of  a local
company have been named
as award finalists.

Jim and Gary Cooper of
Cooper Farms are finalists
for the Entrepreneur Of
The Year 2024 Michigan
and Northwest Ohio
Award.

The Coopers are part of
a pool of  34 regional entre-
preneurs that were select-
ed by an independent
panel of  judges. They were
evaluated for “demonstra-
tion of  building long-term
value through entrepre-
neurial spirit, purpose,
growth and impact, among
other core contributions
and attributes.”

“My brother Jim and I
are honored to be nominat-
ed for this prestigious
award,” said chief  operat-
ing officer Gary Cooper.
“When Jim and I joined
the company 50 years ago,
we never could have
guessed where it would be
today. We’re happy to be
maintaining Cooper
Farms as a family owned
and operated company that
continues to grow.”  

Regional award winners
will be announced Thurs-
day and will be considered
for the Entrepreneur Of
The Year National Awards.

Workshop set 
Jay County Chamber of

Commerce is sponsoring a
leadership workshop from
9 a.m. to noon Thursday,
June 27, at Community
Resource Center.

The Fusion: Leading
Multi-generational Teams
event will cover social,
political and economic
influences that shape the
attitudes of  individuals
across generations. It will
focus on improving leader-
ship and communication
skills.

For more information,
or to register, visit shafer-
leadership.com/fusion-jay-
county.

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce will also host
ribbon-cutting ceremonies
for a couple of  new busi-
nesses.

Welsh awarded
The DAISY Foundation

recently honored Jennifer
Welsh of  Adams Medical
Group with The DAISY
Award For Extraordinary
Nurses.

Welsh works with pedia-
trician Dr. Adam Will at
Adams Medical Group
Berne. She has worked in
the community for three
years.

A nomination submitted
by a patient referred to
Welsh as “always kind and
helpful in all that she does
and treats every child like
they were her own. She
truly makes a difference
for each patient every day
by going above and beyond
to make sure their needs
are met.”

“Jennifer exemplifies
the meaning of  serving
patients with kindness and
compassion as she lives it
every day,” said Adams
Medical Group chief  oper-
ating officer and nursing
officer Chris Butler in a
press release. “Her contri-
bution as a nurse at Adams
Medical Group Berne and
to our community reminds
us of  what a difference a
nurse can make every day.” 

Building planned
Purdue University’s

board of  trustees has
approved plans to build a
new academic success
building on its Indianapo-
lis campus.

The build near the inter-
section of  West Street and
Michigan Avenue will
include about 248,000
square feet. It will feature
new classrooms and labo-
ratories and residential
and dining space.

“Purdue University in
Indianapolis is heavily
focused on experiential
learning and immersing
ourselves into the commu-
nity,” said David Umulis,
senior vice provost Purdue
University for Indianapo-
lis, in a press release. “The
Academic Success Build-
ing will create a welcom-
ing arrival to the Indi-
anapolis campus and serve
as a thrilling way to pro-
vide our students, the Indi-
anapolis area and our part-
ners from around the globe

with cutting-edge learning
environments, study
spaces, residential space
and eat-in accommoda-
tions all under one roof.”

Drug backed
A U.S. Food and Drug

Administration advisory
panel voted unanimously
to back Eli Lilly’s experi-
mental Alzheimer’s drug
donanemab.

The panel agreed that
trial data shows the drug
was effective for patients
in the early stages of
Alzheimer’s. Its vote clears
the way for the FDA to
make a final decision on
the drug.

“We really are pleased
that the advisory commit-
tee recognized
donanemab’s strong posi-
tive benefit risk,” Dawn
Brooks, Lilly’s develop-
ment leader for
donanemab, told Reuters
after the vote.

Raising for Kate’s
Various area businesses

will take part in the Ice
Cream Social Fundraiser
for Kate’s Kart.

Proceeds from sales on
June 22 and 23 will help to
support Kate’s Kart, a not-
for-profit organization that
provides books for chil-
dren in hospitals. On those
days, Kate’s Kart will be on
hand to provide goodie
bags to children.

Participating ice cream
shops include:

•Tutti Frutti of  Portland
•The Tasty Spoon of

Hartford City
•Iceburg Ice Cream of

Albany
•Berry Winkle Frozen

Yogurt of  Muncie
•The White Cottage

Sweet Shoppe of  Berne
•Toppings Ice Cream and

Zesto Ice Cream of
Bluffton

•Old 27 Ice Cream Shop
of  Decatur

•Sophie’s Ice Cream of
Gas City

Tips offered
Indiana Michigan Power

offered tips for summer
energy savings with high
temperatures climbing
into the 90s.

Tips from the electricity
provider include: 

•Proper air conditioning
maintenance, including
cleaning the outside com-
pressor with a garden hose
and trimming nearby vege-
tation. 

•When purchasing a
window air conditioner,
finding one that is the cor-
rect size for the home.

•Keeping furnishings
away from floor or air
return vents and properly
utilizing ceiling fans.

For additional advice,
visit ElectricIdeas.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly busi-
ness roundup.

By BREANA NOBLE
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

All Ford Motor Co. deal-
erships in the United
States will be able to sell
its electric vehicles effec-
tive July 1 with the
automaker’s decision to
sunset its voluntary Model
e certification program.

The change will double
the number of  U.S. Ford
dealers eligible to sell EVs
to 2,800. The initiative
launched in 2022 required
dealers on average to
invest hundreds of  thou-
sands of  dollars in charg-
ing stations, training and
other equipment to sup-
port consumer education
and sales and service of
EVs. Dealers that didn’t
make the required invest-
ments wouldn’t be eligible
to sell EVs.

E dealer
program
is nixed

By WALKER ORENSTEIN
Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

The federal government is financ-
ing a large manufacturing plant in
southwest Minnesota that will turn
corn sugar into chemicals usually
made from petroleum.

The Department of  Energy on
Thursday announced a tentative $213
million loan for Solugen Inc. to con-
struct its 500,000-square-foot facility
in Marshall.

At the plant, which Solugen calls a
“Bioforge,” the company will manu-
facture organic acids for use in con-
crete, cleaning, agriculture, energy
and other industries the DOE says
are hard to cut carbon emissions
from.

DOE said the project will trim
emissions by 18,000 metric tons of
carbon dioxide per year compared to
making chemicals from fossil fuels,
which is equivalent to emissions
from 3,500 U.S. homes.

The agency said Solugen would
also help bring industrial production
back to the U.S. for chemicals largely

produced in other countries, includ-
ing China.

“We’re very excited … to catalyze
many different sectors within the
broad umbrella of  clean energy,” said
Chris Creed, chief  investment officer
for DOE’s loan office. “This transac-
tion is going to help reduce green-
house gas emissions versus the busi-
ness-as-usual case for the chemicals
market for a lot of  in-demand manu-
facturing needs, and that’s very cool.”

Solugen will get corn sugar from an
Archer-Daniels-Midland (ADM) corn-
processing facility next to its Bioforge
in Marshall. Solugen plans to process
that dextrose into chemicals that end
up in packaging, food, medicine, fer-
tilizer, water treatments and more.

Solugen executives said the federal
loan gives confidence to traditional
banks for future projects and to equi-
ty investors to continue backing the
company.

“The rates are tremendously lower
than I think a company like ours
could get on the open market,” said
CEO Gaurab Chakrabarti.

Creed said Solugen must repay the

loan with interest, but after the
agency scrutinized the company’s
business plan, it’s confident the Mar-
shall project will be profitable.

The Texas company’s flagship
plant opened in Houston in 2021. The
operation in Marshall would be far
bigger and is the first of  several Solu-
gen hopes to build.

The new plant is expected to create
up to 100 jobs during construction
and 56 jobs at the facility once it’s up
and running in 2025, earning praise
from the mayor of  Marshall and oth-
ers.

Solugen hasn’t disclosed how much
it will cost to build the plant, but said
the loan will cover more than half.
Chief  Technology Officer Sean Hunt
said Marshall has the “lowest cost,
the highest quality and the lowest car-
bon-intensity corn in the world.”

As electric vehicles and other tech-
nology rely less on liquid fuel, Hunt
said Solugen can help find “new out-
lets for corn that’s not just animal
feed or ethanol.”

The project has all its permits and
has broken ground, Solugen said.

Minnesota corn-sugar
plant gets federal loan

Coopers finalists
for regional award

Business
roundup

Tribune News Service/Solugen Inc.

Pictured is a rendering of Solugen's new 500,000-square-foot Bioforge Marshall facility,
slated to open in Marshall, Minnesota, in 2025. The Department of Energy on Thursday announced
a tentative $213 million loan for Solugen Inc. to construct the facility.
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AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
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Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY JUNE 21ST,

2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 2635 W.
HWY 18
Bryant, IN

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section
10, Jackson Twp. Jay
County, Indiana with

approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on
highway 18. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNER: AMOS C

GRABER
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1205 W

McDonald Ave., Hartford
City, IN.

Friday Evening June 21,
2024

5:30 APM.
REAL ESTATE

Modular home built in
1998 w/ 3 br., 2 full

baths & 1620 sq. ft. of
living area. Gas fireplace
and gas forced air fur-
nace with central air. For
more information contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or  Gary Loy 

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD&COLLECTOR

ITEMS
Roper washer & dryer,
hospital bed, curved

sectional, metal shelf, oil
lamps, COCA COLA
glasses, bowls, tins.

TOOLS
Craftsman 12.5 hp

mower, Skil 9”- 2 speed
band saw, Hitachi belt
sander, mantis tiller, fur-
niture clamps, tool cabi-
nets, Cress electric kiln,
Ryobi 10” surface plan-
er, and other items not

listed.
Wayne Craig Estate

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3295 E 450 S,
Bluffton, IN

Saturday Morning
June 22nd, 2024

10:00 A. M.
MODEL A CAR-CAR-
TRUCK-MOWE-TOOLS
1931 Model a car with
soft top, rumble seat,

Parade ready title, 1962
Galaxy Car, 1986 Chevy
flatbed truck, John Deer
LT160 mower, metal
wagon, small anvil,
Craftsman tool box,
Home Utility 1/2” drill
press, Craftmans belt
and vibrating sanders,
car parts, and many
other items not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD ITEMS
Oak wall telephone
(Chicago Supply Co.,
Elkhart, IN), 3 drawer
marble top dresser with

mirror, 
1941 US Navy boat

clock, Coca Coal Cooler,
Aladdin green base
lamp, Noritake Gold

Stein china, old newspa-
pers, organ stool with
glass ball feet, Indy 500
mugs, Smith Bros. 3

cushion sofa, golf clubs,
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Vehicles will be sold at
12:30 P.M.  The vehicles
will be offered both live

and on Hi Bid
CHARLES UPTGRAFT,
DECEASED &  DEE

UPTGRAFT
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: RED-
KEY TOWN Hall is seek-
ing a full-time or part-
time dedicated and
skilled Utility Worker
responsible for the oper-
ation and maintenance of
all water and wastewater
facilities. Responsibilities
include: Completing, fil-
ing, and reporting regula-
tory agency reports;
Conducting required
sampling - Adhering to all
regulatory agency rules
and regulations; Per-
forming meter reads,
shutoffs/reconnects;
Conducting line locates
and assisting with digs;
Changing out endpoints
and meters; Maintaining
storm sewers; Flushing
hydrants; Assisting with
the maintenance of
streets, parks, and all
city property. Preferred
Qualifications: Water and
Sewage license or the

ability to obtain a Water
and Sewage License
(CDL) within 3 years of
employment; High
school diploma or equiv-
alent; Fluent in English
(speaking and writing);
Valid Indiana Driver’s
License - Ability to obtain
a Commercial Driver’s
License (CDL); Ability to
pass pre-employment
and random DOT drug
and alcohol screenings,
as well as a background
check. Preferred Experi-
ence: Grounds mainte-
nance - Street mainte-
nance - Heavy equip-
ment operation. Interest-
ed applicants should
submit their resumes to:
Gloria May, Redkey
Town Hall 8922 IN-67
Redkey, IN 47373. For
more information, please
contact Brenda Beaty,
Town Council President,
at 419-203-9081.  
JAY COUNTY CON-
SERVATION CLUB is
accepting resumes for
the position of Caretaker.
This position includes
rent-free living quarters
on the club property with
electric, propane, and
phone included. Respon-
sibilities include setting
up rentals, mowing club
property, cleaning the
clubhouse, and basic
maintenance repairs.
Please forward all
resumes to:
lrce1220@gmail.com or
mail to: Jay County Con-
servation Club c/o Jen-
nifer Bailey 4897 E. SR
26 Portland, IN 47371.
Please submit all
resumes no later than
Monday June 24th,
2024.  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC, FIR SALE

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

 Visit Us At: 
thecr.com

  Public Notice
REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
In order to assure compliance with the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) and
related requirements regarding competitive negotiation of professional Engineer / Home Inspection
services, Jay County is seeking Statements of Qualifications for the procurement of  professional
Engineer / Home Inspection services related to an Owner Occupied Rehabilitation project in which
the County has received funds through the Indiana Office of Community & Rural Affairs (IOCRA)
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) HELP program. The firm selected will be involved in
the following activities on behalf of the community for approximately 60 houses:

Description of Services Needed
• The scope of services for the project entails reviewing homeowner submitted applications

to identify improvements requested. Improvements could be HVAC, electrical improvements, hot
water heater, roof, or ADA accessible ramp.

• Based on the application the firm selected will conduct an inspection of each house to
determine the current condition and needed improvements requested.

• The firm selected will develop detailed bid specifications for the required improvements
on each house

• Prepare bid documents based on the developed specifications.
• Coordinate a pre-bid meeting
• Assist in the bidding process including answering potential bidders' questions.
• Review submitted bids for completeness and compliance with the specifications.
• Make a formal recommendation regarding the award of the contract to the most suitable

bidder.
• Evaluate submittals and request for changes
• Conduct final inspections of completed work to ensure compliance with bid specifications

and industry standards.
Type of Contract

Jay County will execute either a firm, fixed-price contract, or a cost-reimbursement contract for these
services that is contingent on the final commitment of grant funding. 

Federal Requirements
Prospective offerors should note the successful proposer must meet the following terms and
conditions:

1. 24 CFR Part 85.36.
2. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
3. Conflict of Interest (24 CFR Part 570).
4. Access to records.
5. Executive Order 11246 - Equal Employment Opportunity
6. Executive Order 12138 - Women Business Enterprise Policy.
7. Architectural Barrier Act of 1968.
8. Age Discrimination Act of 1975.
9. Section 3 Clause - Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968.
10. Section 504 - Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
11. Retention and Custodial Requirements (24 CFR Part 85.42).
12. Executive Order 11063.
13. Affirmative Action Program / Plan.
14. Davis Bacon and Related Acts.

Grant Support has a 10% MBE/WBE goal for all projects funded with Community Development Block
Grant Funds.

Rate of Qualifications
The proposal must include sufficient information regarding qualifications and determine that the
respondent is qualified and has relevant experience.  Do not include a proposed fee as this is a
qualification-based selection process.  The statement of qualifications should include the following:

1. A description of expertise, experience, and resources directly relevant and available for the
proposed project.

2. A list of similar projects previously completed.
3. A list of references.
4. Resumes of professional staff members that will work on this project.
5. Name of person to be in charge of project.
6. Description of scope of services as per “Description of Services Needed”.
7. A project timeline.

The statement of qualifications shall also provide the following information: name, title, address and
telephone number of individuals with authority to negotiate and bind the proposer contractually, and
who may be contacted during the period of evaluation.

Award of Contract
Evaluation criteria shall include:
Award of Contract
Proposal Evaluation criteria shall include:
1. Specialized experience or technical expertise of the organization and its personnel in connection
with the scope of services to be provided and complexity of the project. (25%)
2. Past record of performance on contracts, including quality of work, timeliness and cost control. (25%)
3. Capacity of the organization to perform the work within time limitations, taking into consideration
the current planned workload of the firm. (25%)
4. Familiarity of the organization with this type of project or problems applicable to the project. (25%)

Proposal Content
The proposal should include the following:
1. A description of expertise, experience, and resources directly relevant and available for

the proposed project.
2. A list of similar projects previously completed.
3. A list of references.
4. Resumes of professional staff members that will work on this project.
5. Name of person to be in charge of project.
6. Description of scope of services as per “Description of Services Needed” and proposed

prices as per “Type of Contract”.
7. A project timeline.
The proposal shall also provide the following information: name, title, address, and telephone number
of individuals with authority to negotiate and bind the proposer contractually, and who may be
contacted during the period of proposal evaluation.
Award of Contract
Proposal Evaluation criteria shall include:
1. Specialized experience or technical expertise of the organization and its personnel in connection
with the scope of services to be provided and complexity of the project. (25%)
2. Past record of performance on contracts, including quality of work, timeliness, and cost control.
(25%)
3. Capacity of the organization to perform the work within time limitations, taking into consideration
the current planned workload of the firm. (25%)
4. Familiarity of the organization with this type of project or problems applicable to the project. (25%)
If you are interested in providing the required services, please submit three (7) copies of the Statement
of Qualification to the following: Kleinpeter Consulting Group, LLC, Attention: Mike Kleinpeter, 1381
W. Smokey Row Road, Greenwood, IN 46143 no later than 12:00 p.m. (Noon) local time on July 19, 2024.
All proposals must be clearly identified on the outside envelope as “Jay County – Owner Occupied
Improvement Project, SOQ for Services.”  Each Statement of Qualification will be reviewed for
completeness and clarity according to the above criteria. Interviews are expected to be held at the
end of July.  
The County may or may not negotiate the fee schedule with one or more offers.  The County reserves
the right to reject any and/or all responses.  The County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  The
contract is tentatively scheduled to be announced in August of 2024. Offerors may desire additional
information, a site visit or clarification regarding the Statement of Qualification.  If so, please contact
the Grant Administrator, Mike Kleinpeter, Monday-Friday, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. local time
at (812) 525-7080.
CR-6-18-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NO: 38C01-2406-PL-000013

ROBERT BROWN
Plaintiff

vs.
JAMES PHILLIPS, RODNEY FUGIETT,GLYNN AND KELLIE

BARBER, and All Others Who May Claim Any Lien on or Interest
in the Real Estate Described Herein,

Defendants
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

This summons is to the Defendants above named and to any other
persons who may be concerned.
You are notified that you have been sued in the Jay Circuit Court,
Jay County, Indiana, in the case set forth in the caption above, by the
person named above as Plaintiff. This summons by publication is
specifically directed to the Defendants named above and all others
who may claim any lien on or interest in the Real Estate described
below.
The named Plaintiff is represented by Joshua A. Atkinson, 940 N.
Meridian St., Portland, IN 47371.
The nature of this suit against you is to quiet title in Plaintiff to the
Real Estate described below against the named Defendants and the
world and the Real Estate is located in Jay County Indiana:

The West one-half being twenty-five feet off from Lot numbered
Thirty-Four (34) in the Original Plat of the Town of Redkey, In-
diana.
ALSO, the second story of the two-story brick business room sit-
uated on the East half of Lot numbered Thirty-Four (34) in said
Original Plat of the Town of Redkey, Indiana.

EXCEPTING THEREFROM: Commencing at the southeast corner
of the West half of Lot numbered Thirty-Four (34) in the Original
Plat of the Town of Redkey, Indiana, and running thence North
Eighty-Two (82) feet to the north line of the Main Brick building now
on said Lot numbered Thirty-Four (34), thence West Four (4) feet;
thence North Forty (40) feet to the north line of the brick addition
to said Main building; thence West Four (4) feet; thence North
Twelve (12) feet; thence West Two (2) feet; thence North Ten (10) feet,
more or less, to the alley, thence West to the northwest corner of said
Lot numbered Thirty-Four (34); thence South to the southwest cor-
ner of said Lot numbered Thirty-Four (34); thence East to the place
of beginning and being a part of the West half of Lot numbered
Thirty-Four (34) in the Original Plat of the Town of Redkey, Indiana.
An answer or other response in writing to the complaint must be
filed either by you or your attorney within thirty (30) days after the
last notice is published and if you fail to do so, judgment by default
may be rendered against you for the relief demanded by the Plain-
tiff.
If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiff arising from the
same transaction or occurrence, you must assert it in your written
answer or response.

Dated: 6/4/2024
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court
CR 6-11,18-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION 

CAUSE NO.: 
38C01-2404-ES-000003

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
SUPERVISED ESTATE OF

FRANCIS H. HALL, 
DECEASED

NOTICE OF SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA.

In the matter of the Estate of
Francis H. Hall, deceased.

Estate Docket: 
38C01-2404-ES-000003

Notice is hereby given that on
June 5, 2024, Stacy L. McGuyre
was appointed the Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Francis H. Hall, deceased, who
died intestate on the 21st day of
January, 2024, a resident of Jay
County, Indiana.
All persons who have claims
against this Estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this June 5, 2024.

Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court

Probate Division
Stacy L. McGuyre, I.D. #31064-

32
Attorney at Law
2028 N. Park Ave.

Indianapolis, IN 46202
Tel No.: (317) 965-0407

stacymcguyre@gmail.com
CR 6-18,25-2024- HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Fort Recovery ACME baseball at Celina – 6

p.m.

Wednesday
Portland Rockets vs. Grand Lakes

Mariners – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery ACME baseball vs. Coldwa-

ter – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Czechia vs. Portugal (FOX)

7 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles at New York
Yankees (TBS)

8 p.m. — NHL Stanley Cup: Edmonton Oilers
at Florida Panthers (ABC)

Wednesday
9 a.m. — UEFA European Championship

2024: Albania vs. Croatia (FS1)

12 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Hungary vs. Germany (FS1)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Switzerland vs. Scotland (FOX)

7 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited softball: Team
orange vs. team gold (ESPN2)

7:45 p.m. — MLS: Philadelphia Union at FC
Cincinnati (FS1)

8 p.m. — Olympic swimming (NBC)
9:30 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited softball: Team

blue vs. team gold (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — USL Championship: El Paso Loco-

motive at Oakland Roots (FOX)

Local notes
Meet booked

The Jay County Chamber Classic golf outing
is set for Friday, July 19, at Portland Golf Club.

The deadline to register is July 10, and it’s
limited to 20 teams. Awards of $400, $200 and
$100 will be given out to first, second and third
place, respectively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at 10 a.m.
To register, email

tabby@jaycountychamber.com.
For more information call (260) 726-4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association of

Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tournament is
set to take place on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m., with a
shotgun start to follow at 12:15 p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry form
call (937) 548-9960 or email director@cadcin-
fo.org.

Continued from page 8
Jax McClain and Liam

Thompson scored for the
Cheetahs.

Gabrielle Gibson scored
two goals to lead the Penrod
Monument Jaguars past
the Portland Insurance
Cougars 3-1. Brielle
McConnell accounted for
the other point for the
Jaguars.

The Cougars’ lone score
came from Lyle
Beiswanger.

The Jellisons pushed the
Pennville General Store

Tigers past the Cheetahs 3-
2. Blake Jellison scored
twice while Luke Jellison
did once.

McClain and Zyler White
found the goal for the Chee-
tahs in the loss.

Guggenbiller tops
MUNCIE — Six members

of  the Jay County Winter
Swim team competed in the
2024 in the CARD Summer
Splash Invite at Tuhey Pool
over the weekend.

Carysn Guggenbiller
dominated the girls 9-10-

year-old competitions, tak-
ing first place in the 50-yard
freestyle, 200 individual
medley, 100 breaststroke,
100 backstroke and 50 but-
terfly.

Jaley Knapschafer also
swam in the 9-10-year-old
events. She earned top-10
placements in six events,
including third place in the
100 butterfly.

Cooper Glentzner was
the top performer of  the
day for the boys 13-14-year-
old division, winning the
100 and 400 freestyles.

Grant Glentzner fin-
ished as the runner-up in
the 400 freestyle and 200
backstroke and was third
in the 100 freestyle.

Grady Warvel compet-
ed in the same age range,
earning three top-10 fin-
ishes including second in
the 100 breaststroke and
the 200 IM.

Aubrey Millspaugh
represented Jay County
in the girls 15-and-older
division with three top-10
finishes.

Roundup ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ian Kaehr shoots during the Patriot
Sportswear Hornets’ 2-0 win on Saturday.
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$899
lbSirloin

Steaks

l/

dirf(

$289Mustard
Potato
Salad

Provolone
Cheese

Patio
Steaks

$369
lbT-Loins

(bbutterfllied & tenderiizzed))

$349
lb

Chunk
Pork
Loin

$599

Bologna
$3.99/llbb

lrfx

$289
lb

lb

Country
Style
Sausage

exccellent foor the griilll!

lb

$539
lb

l/ l/
/wHot Dogs w//CCheese

$4.49/llbb
Smoked

Pork Chops
$4.69/llbb

Bonleless
Arm Roasts

$569
lb
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Sports
Tuesday, June 18, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Fort Recovery ACME base-
ball travels to Celina today,

see Sports on tap

Mabel Leonhard had a
big week for the Wasps.

Despite five goals on the
day putting her atop the
leaderboards, she could
only lead her team to a
split.

Leonhard’s five goals
surpassed Kenna Penrod
for the highest in the Pen-
nville Soccer Club Stinger
division and led the A
Place to Grow Wasps to a
6-0 win over the AgBest
Express Bees, but couldn’t
overcome the Patriot
Sportswear Hornets for a
3-1 loss.

Leonhard scored four
goals in the 6-0 victory
over the Bees. She also got
two goals of  support from
Harper Love.

Leonhard found the net
for the 11th time of  the
season against the Hor-
nets, but two goals from
Grant Cosner and another
by Ian Kaehr overtook
Leonhard’s efforts.

The Hornets took down
the Bees earlier in the day
by a score of  3-0. Cosner
had two goals and Kaehr
had one in that game as
well.

Still undefeated
The Bro Shadow Mete-

ors’ 4-2 win over the Ohio
Valley Gas Stars keeps
them undefeated in Pen-
nville Soccer Club’s Space
division.

The league’s two leading
scorers, Neymar Carreno
and Liam Phipps, both
found the goal in the win.
Phipps scored three times

while Carreno netted the
ball once.

Wesson Laurence and
Vinny New both scored
once for the Stars.

The Stars picked off  the
New Beginnings Holiness
Church Rockets 2-0 later in
the day thanks to goals
from New and Jude Cline.

The Vinson Rental Prop-
erties Galaxy and the
Dave’s Heating and Cooling
Asteroids ended in a 3-3
draw.

Raul Martinez had a
game-high two goals for the
Galaxy and Nery Molina
provided the other score.

Three players scored for
the Asteroids, those being
Owen Ehrhart, Addi
McClain and Jordan Wen-
del.

Peters leads
Charlee Peters led the

Pennville Soccer Club Wild
Cat division with three
goals on Saturday.

Peters scored all three
goals in the WPGW Lions’
7-2 victory over the POET
Biorefining Cheetahs.
Karsen Kuhn had two goals
for the Lions, while Payson
Rickard and Jackson West-
gerdes each found the net
once.

See Roundup page 7

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Paisley Murphy takes a shot late in the New Beginnings Holiness Church Rockets’ 2-0 loss to
the Ohio Valley Gas Stars on Saturday in the Pennville Soccer Club Space division. Vinny New and Jude
Cline both scored for the Stars, who split on the day with a 4-2 loss to undefeated Bro Shadow Meteors.

Leonhard’s
five goals
lead Wasps

Local
roundup

By BRAD TOWNSEND
The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

BOSTON — Born 19
years apart, Shawn Marion
and Derrick Jones Jr.
before this season had little
in common beyond the fact
that both played one season
at UNLV and began their
NBA careers in Phoenix.

Marion was a No. 9 over-
all draft pick; Jones went
undrafted.

Marion is overdue for
induction into the Nai-
smith Basketball Hall of
Fame; Jones is a journey-
man.

They are intertwined
now, though, 6-foot-7 Mari-
on as the all-around defen-
sive stalwart of  the Maver-
icks’ 2011 NBA champi-
onship run; 6-foot-5 Jones
as the versatile stopper of
this current Mavericks
journey to Game 5 of  the
NBA Finals.

As the Mavericks enter
Monday night’s Game 5 in
TD Garden trailing 3-1, but
coming off  a 38-point
destruction of  Boston in
Game 4, Jones has played
admirably as the primary
defender of  Celtics leading
scorer Jayson Tatum;
much as Marion did
against Miami’s LeBron
James in 2011.

Marion told The Dallas
Morning News he’s closely
watching Jones and the
Mavericks.

“He’s definitely a shuffle
piece that you can put him
in different places because
he’s very athletic,” Marion
said of  Jones. “He’s mobile.
And he’s tall. So he’s got the
length. He’s a versatile
defender.”

Tatum is averaging 20
points per game on 36.5%
shooting in the Finals, well
under his regular-season
averages of  27 points and
47.1% shooting.

James averaged 17.8
points and 47.8% shooting
in the 2011 finals, well
below his season averages
of  26.7 points and 51%
shooting.

As in 2011 against James

and Dwyane Wade, other
players have taken turns
guarding Tatum and Jaylen
Brown and the Mavericks
likewise have employed
double teams — but Jones’
stretches of  on-ball defense
on Tatum have stood out as
did Marion’s on James.

“When I got old enough
to watch basketball, of
course I followed Shawn
Marion throughout his
career,” Jones told The
News.

That includes, he said,
the 2011 championship run,
during which Marion
guarded the likes of  Port-
land’s Brandon Roy in the
first round; the Los Angeles
Lakers’ Lamar Odom and
Kobe Bryant in the second
round; Oklahoma City’s
Kevin Durant and Russell
Westbrook in the third
round; and then James and
Wade.

“He just guarded whoev-
er they put him in front of,”
Jones said. “Because that’s
just the way he was. He
took on every matchup
whenever his number was
called.”

That sounds a lot like a
certain current Maverick.
A Maverick who early in
the playoffs raised eye-
brows, and induced laugh-
ter, by declaring “I fear no
man.”

How’s this for a playoff
gauntlet? Jones during the
first round against the Los
Angeles Clippers primarily
was matched against Paul
George; in the second
round OKC’s Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander; in the
third round Minnesota’s
Anthony Edwards; in the
finals Tatum.

According to NBA.com
advanced tracking, Tatum
— during 15:17 of  posses-

sions guarded directly by
Jones and 74:06 minutes of
partial possessions guard-
ed by Jones — has scored
six points, shot 14.3% from
the field and 25% from 3-
point distance.

In four games of  these
finals, Tatum has had
games of  16, 18, 31 and 15
points. Tatum was a minus-
33 during 27 minutes of
court time in Game 4.

“A year ago this time, we
were down 0-3 [in the East-
ern Conference finals] and
we were essentially fight-
ing for our lives,” Tatum
said of  the Mavericks’
Game 4 performance. “So,
yeah, we understand what
it’s like from their point of
view and they came out
super aggressive.”

Unless the Mavericks
make history by becoming
the first NBA playoff  team
in 157 tries to successfully
rally from a 3-0 series
deficit, Jones’ and the Mav-
ericks’ defense against
Tatum and the Celtics
won’t be remembered in
the way Dallas throttled the
Heat’s Big Three in 2011,
but Marion is impressed.

“This is different basket-
ball now,” he said. “These
days it’s all iso and pick and
roll; there’s no plays being
called, so it’s feast or
famine. With that being
said, [Jones’] ability and
athleticism definitely help.

“You can’t compare this
style of  basketball, but I’ll
tell you what: I’m compar-
ing their tenacity and their
energy and effort on the
floor and the camaraderie
as a group. This is a special
group. Man, I’m just in awe
of  it.”

UNLV’s Shawn “Matrix”
Marion and Derrick “Air-
plane Mode” Jones Jr.
haven’t had similar NBA
careers, but they’ve
brought similar mindsets
to NBA Finals 13 years
apart.

“We are just going to
keep fighting,” Jones said
of  the Mavericks’ 3-1 hole.
“That’s the type of  team we
are. That’s what we do.”

Jones Jr. is giving
Jayson Tatum fits

Brad
Townsend


