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Roberta Pogue, 98, Port-
land

Evelyn Dunmoyer, 97,
Portland

Clarisa Clevenger, 82,
Ridgeville

Sandra Drumm, 77, Port-
land

Joan Wendel, 89, Monroe
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  90 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 75.

An excessive heat advisory is
in effect through Friday
evening. Tonight’s forecast calls
for a low in the lower 70s.
Expect a high in the mid 90s Fri-
day under mostly sunny skies.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Applications are open for
The Portland Foundation
Women’s Giving Circle
Grants. The grants offer up to
$5,000 for Jay County not-for-
profit organizations for pro-
gramming in the Jay County
Community. Applications are
available at portlandfounda-
tion.org. The deadline is 5 p.m.
Thursday, July 11.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the Jay County summer swim
meet against Union City.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Jay County public safety
agencies need new radios.

County officials heard more
about how to go about that
process during an information-
al meeting Tuesday.

Ritter Strategic Services con-
ducted a study for the county
regarding radio needs for local
emergency responders. Jay
County Commissioners and Jay
County Council approved a
$76,400 contract with the com-
pany in December for the serv-
ice, which was recently com-
pleted. Commissioners and
council heard about the study’s
results from Barry Ritter and
Dylan Griffith of  Ritter Strate-
gic Services on Monday.

Ritter Strategic Services eval-
uated the Ultra High Frequency
(UHF) 900 megahertz system
used by Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office, the standalone Very
High Frequency (VHF) system
used by Portland Police Depart-
ment and the VHF system used
by Jay Emergency Medical
Service, Jay County Emergency
Management Agency and fire
departments throughout Jay
County. It also considered the
Integrated Public Safety Com-
mission’s 800 megahertz
statewide system, which has
been around for more than two
decades for Indiana communi-
ties.

Dylan Griffith of  Ritter
Strategic Services explained
the company approached the
assessment in two stages, first
speaking with radio users about
their experiences with the radio
systems. Next, its team created
high-fidelity maps with propa-
gation software to demonstrate
coverage across the county.

For all three systems, the
majority of  their coverage is
available only if  users take
their radios outdoors to use
them.

“If  a firefighter has to go
inside of  a building to fight a
fire, especially in a basement, it
is unlikely that they will be able
to communicate, outside of  the
talk-around frequency,” noted
Griffith, explaining that fre-
quency is not always available
while responders are communi-
cating with dispatch.

The VHF system used by
JEMS, Jay County EMA and
local fire departments isn’t like-
ly to be reachable via portable
radio in portions of  southern
Jay County and northeastern
Jay County. Areas near Pen-
nville, Bryant, Salamonia, Port-
land and Dunkirk are capable

of  radio transmissions inside
light or heavy buildings,
depending on proximity to
nearby towers.

The UHF 900 megahertz sys-
tem used by Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office has a larger radius
of  radio coverage inside light or
heavy buildings, but its overall
reach stops short, leaving a ring
of  uncovered areas around
most of  the perimeter of  the
county. Because it’s on a higher
frequency and produces a
smaller wavelength, explained
Griffith, it travels less distance
but penetrates through struc-
tures easier.

The VHF system used by
Portland Police Department
should be able to send radio
transmissions inside light or
heavy buildings throughout
most of  city limits. However,
Griffith noted because it’s a
separate system from Jay
Emergency Medical Service,
Jay County EMA and local fire
departments, it can create
“tremendous interference”
when using radios in its cover-
age area.

Moving forward, Griffith
shared a few potential paths the
county could take. 

The county could reassess its

systems configurations, such as
replacing antennas, reorient-
ing antennas or other specifics.
He said doing so wouldn’t miti-
gate interference or allow for a
sole system for public safety
agencies to operate.

Jay County could add towers
to its current VHF systems to
improve coverage. He pointed
out that wouldn’t solve the larg-
er issue of  getting a clear signal
within buildings throughout a
majority of  the county, and it
may be costly to procure land
and build the towers.

The county could do a simul-
cast upgrade, meaning the
county could take existing sys-
tems and replace them within
the same frequency band.
Although it would make more
use of  existing towers, said
Griffith, it would likely be one
of  the more expensive options.
He later estimated it could cost
around $8.5 million for a stand-
alone system.

Griffith recommended Jay
County migrate to the Indiana
Public Safety Commission’s
statewide 800 megahertz sys-
tem, which would make use of
the existing coverage within
the county. He said it would
minimize tower maintenance

costs — he suggested bringing
towers in Salamonia and
Bryant onto the statewide sys-
tem — solve coverage problems
and put agencies on a similar
frequency band, increasing
interoperability within the
county and state. However, it
would require replacing all
radios to be compatible. Later
in the meeting, answering a
question from officials, he esti-
mated the switch could cost up
to $3 million total.

Portland Fire Chief  Mike
Weitzel noted some depart-
ments operate on limited budg-
ets and it may not be feasible
for them to purchase the equip-
ment they would need. Com-
missioner Rex Journay added it
would likely require grant
funding or financial aid from
the county.

“The news of  the day is, you
have to do something,” said Rit-
ter. “To continue operating
with the systems that you have
today is not sufficient for the
first responders. Putting sher-
iff ’s deputies on the perimeter
of  the county with no radios is
not safe. Sending firemen into
buildings that have (no access
to) communications is not
safe.”

He noted a decision will need
to be made individually as a
county as well as collaborative-
ly with the City of  Portland
moving forward. Ritter also
advised commissioners and
council to have an independent
consultant oversee the process
to navigate vendors’ offers.

Sheriff  Ray Newton pointed
out the county’s Motorola
radios are about 16 years old,
and replacement parts for bro-
ken equipment aren’t available
anymore. 

Officials have been looking
into purchasing new radio
equipment since 2021, he
added, and they didn’t accept a
previous offer because it
“wouldn’t fix the problem.”

“As far as the sheriff ’s stand-
point, I need the equipment as
soon as possible,” he said.

Aker suggested county com-
missioners and council meet
with officials from local
municipalities and townships
to come to an agreement on
how to move forward. He dis-
cussed setting up a meeting
within the next few weeks.

“I think it’s blatantly obvi-
ous we’ve got to do something,
we can’t kick the can down the
road any longer,” he said.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay/Portland Building
and Planning has
approved an updated
lease agreement for its
rental space at Communi-
ty Resource Center.

The department’s inter-
local joint board OK’d the
agreement Tuesday.

Lease agreements for
the building owned by the
City of  Portland have
been in question since
the fall because the terms
were not the same for all
tenants, who include
Jay/Portland Building
and Planning, Jay County
community coordinator
Nate Kimball, Jay County
Chamber of  Commerce,
Jay County Development
Corporation and Jay
County Visitors and
Tourism Bureau. Tenants

met with Portland Board
of  Works in May to dis-
cuss the issue.

The updated agreement
is a one-year contract at
no less than $350 per
month. (Rent will be
divided and charged
evenly among the ten-
ants.) It requires Port-
land to cover mainte-
nance for permanent
structures, such the park-
ing lot, heating, cooling,
plumbing and electrical
fixtures. Tenants are
responsible for utilities,
small repairs and the cost
of  shared items such as
cleaning supplies.

Portland Board of
Works approved agree-
ments for each tenant
during its meeting June
12. Jay County Commis-
sioners — they maintain
the agreement for Kim-

ball — approved the con-
tract June 10.

Inter-local board mem-
ber Brian McGalliard
noted that Jay/Portland
Building and Planning
was also granted permis-
sion to use a small office
adjacent to its current
space. Plans are for direc-
tor John Hemmelgarn to
install a doorway
between the rooms and
move his desk into the
new space. The extra
space in the original
office will be used to store
documents more securely.
(Currently they are
stored in another storage
room shared with other
tenants.)

Board members Mike
Aker, Ron Laux, Jeanne
Houchins and McGalliard
approved the agreement.

See Lease page 2

Building lease approved

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Tinkering with robots
Bentley Brunswick, 12, Jake Arnold, 12, Owen Clemens, 10,

and Gabe Lutz, 10, practice launching a ball with their robot
Wednesday during the 2024 VEX Robotics morning camp at John Jay
Center for Learning. Participants built robots to compete in VEX
Robotics’ latest game, Rapid Relay, at the end of the week.

Upgrade needed
Current radio system leaves coverage gaps

The graphic at left shared
with Jay County
Commissioners and Jay
County Council on Tuesday
shows areas of radio
communications coverage for
first responders in the county.
Green areas indicate
coverage accessible in heavy
builders, with yellow showing
accessibility in light buildings
and red outdoors. Other
areas, which cover 13.8% of
the county, have no coverage.

Ritter Strategic Services



Continued from page 1
(Board member Jerry

Leonhard abstained
because he also serves on
Portland Board of  Works.)

Also Tuesday, the board
approved the 2025 budget
for Jay/Portland Building
and Planning with the
addition of  raises for Hem-
melgarn and assistant
director Pati McLaughlin.
The decision next moves to
Jay County Council, which
approves the overall coun-
ty budget annually.

Before incorporating the
raises — roughly 15% for
Hemmelgarn and higher
for McLaughlin — the
department’s budget came
out to about $183,858.15.

Discussion began Tues-
day about the duties Hem-
melgarn and McLaughlin
fulfill, which include issu-
ing zoning permits, admin-
istering zoning ordi-
nances, performing build-
ing and zoning inspec-
tions, supporting Portland
and Jay County plan com-
missions and boards of
zoning appeals, adminis-
tering flood control ordi-
nances and responding to
citizens’ questions and
requests. Hemmelgarn has

served in his role for about
a decade, and McLaughlin
has worked for the depart-
ment for about 18 years.

McLaughlin incorporat-
ed 3% raises into the budg-
et as advised by county
officials. Board members
also discussed giving both
Hemmelgarn and
McLaughlin 10% raises,
noting similar positions
around the state make sig-
nificantly more.

Houchins, who also
serves on Jay County

Council, suggested bump-
ing Hemmelgarn’s annual
pay to about $72,000 and
setting McLaughin’s pay
at 75% of  Hemmelgarn’s
pay, or about $54,000 annu-
ally. (First deputies in
county departments make
75% of  their respective
elected official or depart-
ment head’s pay.)

Board members agreed
to proposing the 2025
budget with the higher
raises to Jay County
Council.
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Roberta Pogue
March 26, 1926-June 16, 2024

Roberta Pogue, age 98, of  Portland
passed away on Sunday, June 16,
2024, in the Kingston at Dupont in
Fort Wayne.

She was born in Jay County on
March 26, 1926, the daughter of  Rus-
sell and Gladys (Reid) Lare. She was
married in 1973 to
Ralph Pogue and he
passed away in 2008.
Roberta had worked
for Jay Garment and
then CTS for 25 years
before retiring. 

Surviving are two
daughters, Shirley
Mann (husband:
Fred) of  Portland and
Jerri Jones of  New Haven; four
grandchildren, Randy Mann (wife:
Tami), Tracy Winn, J.D. Jones (wife:
Daphne) and Jambie Gaff; 12 great-
grandchildren; and 14 great-great
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
husband Ralph; grandson Kevin
Mann; and several siblings.

Funeral services will be Friday,
June 21, 2024, at 11 a.m. in the Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home with Pastor
Hugh Kelly presiding. Burial will be
in the Green Park Cemetery. Visita-
tion will one hour prior to the serv-
ices. 

Memorials can be made to the
choice of  the donor. 

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Evelyn Dunmoyer
Sept. 2, 1926-June 17, 2024

Evelyn D. Dunmoyer, age 97, of
Portland passed away on Monday,
June 17, 2024, at Swiss Village in
Berne. 

She was born in Winston, Ken-
tucky, on Sept. 2, 1926, the daughter
of  John Walker and Ida Belle (John-
son) White. She was
married on Aug. 9,
1944, to Ervil Dun-
moyer and he passed
away on Dec. 15, 2011. 

Evelyn had worked
for Ballastran, Naas
Foods, CTS and Stan-
dard Brush and
Broom. She was a
member of  Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, Rebekkah
Lodge, React, Home Ec Club and
Prime Time.

Surviving are a daughter, Lynn
Mayfield of  Fort Wayne; and two
step-granddaughters Marcia and
Teresa.

She was preceded in death by two
sons, Randall Dunmoyer and James
Dunmoyer; daughter-in-law
Susanne Dunmoyer; and her sib-
lings.

Funeral services will be Friday,
June 21, 2024, at 2 p.m. in the Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home with Pastor
Hugh Kelly presiding. Burial will
follow in the Green Park Cemetery.
Visitation will be Thursday from 2 to
6 p.m. 

Memorials can be made to the Fel-
lowship Baptist Church.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Clarisa Clevenger
Oct. 13, 1941-June 12, 2024

Clarisa Ellen Clevenger, age 82, a
resident of  Ridgeville, passed away
Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at IU
Health Ball Hospital in Muncie,
Indiana.

Clarisa was born Oct. 13, 1941, in
Randolph County, the daughter of
Simon and Thelma (Swallow) Bur-

ton. Clarisa graduated
from Ward Jackson
High School and
attended Ivy Tech
Community College. 

Clarisa worked for
Community and Fam-
ily Services for 21
years. She was a for-
mer member of  Deer-
field United
Methodist Church and was a 4-H
leader for 14 years for the Lucky
Clovers in Randolph County. Clarisa
was a Cub Scout and a Webelos
leader for several years. She was also
a Red Cross volunteer for the Car
Seat Loan Program, and a 4-H Judge
for several years. Clarisa was a mem-
ber of  the Saratoga Home Econom-
ics Club, Cancer Center of  Randolph
County, Fountain Park Cemetery Lot
Owner Association, Wanna-Bee
Quilt Club in Winchester, and the
Steering Committee. 

Clarisa loved her family, sewing,
painting, cooking and working with
her “best friend” Max in the wood
shop. She loved to encourage anyone
with her projects through 4-H or
other activities. 

Clarisa married Max Clevenger on
June 15, 1959, he passed away on Oct.
10, 2008. 

Survivors include
Three sons — Patrick Clevenger

(wife: Julie), Bradenton, Florida;
Gregory Clevenger (wife: Suzanne),
Ridgeville, Indiana, and Marc Cle-
venger (wife: Malynda), Richmond,
Indiana

A daughter — Angela Bechtold,
Wolcottville, Indiana

A sister — Melba Shilling, Knox,
Indiana

Brother-in-law — Harold Long,
Yardley, Pennsylvania 

Twelve grandchildren and 21
great-grandchildren 

Visitation will be held Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Funeral services will
follow the visitation at 1 p.m. at the
funeral home. Burial will be held at
Fountain Park Cemetery in Winches-
ter.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may
be directed to 4-H Incorporation of
Randolph County or Cancer Services
of  Randolph County. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

Sandra Drumm
March 5, 1947-June 18, 2024

Sandra Drumm, age 77, of  Port-
land passed away on Tuesday, June
18, 2024, in Persimmon Ridge Health-
care. 

She was born in Portland on
March 5, 1947, the daughter of  Rus-
sell and Jeanette (Ben-
nett) Haffner. She was
retired from FCC in
Portland. 

Sandra was a 1965
Portland High School
graduate, member of
Moose Lodge and
American Legion
Auxiliary. She enjoyed
golf  cart rides, read-
ing, hummingbirds, fishing and
spending time with her family and
friends.

Surviving are two daughters, Lisa
Bonifas (husband: Dan) of  Portland
and Amy Stephenson (husband:
Eric) of  Rockford, Ohio; one brother,
David Haffner (wife: Beth) of  Clay-
ton, Ohio; one sister, Nancy Kelly
(husband: Howard) of  Portland;
three grandchildren, Jeffrey Belda,
Adam Stephenson and Paige
Stephenson; two great-grandchil-

dren, Claire and Addy Belda; and
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by a
brother, Dick Haffner.

Graveside services will be held at a
later date.

Memorials can be made to Mid-
west Pet Refuge.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Joan Wendel
Sept. 28, 1934-June 18, 2024

Joan J. (Ellsworth) Wendel, 89, of
Monroe, Indiana, passed away at 6:38
a.m. on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at
Christian Care Retirement Commu-
nity in Bluffton, Indiana. 

She was born on Friday, Sept. 28,
1934, in Portland, Indiana. Joan mar-
ried Jack W. Wendel on Sunday, July
6, 1952, in Portland,
Indiana; he preceded
her in death on Dec.
19, 2022. 

Joan was a 1952
graduate of  Portland
High School. She was
a member of  the
Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Bryant, Indi-
ana. Joan had worked
at CTS, Fort Recovery Industries and
EP Graphics. She was an avid reader,
enjoyed playing cards and loved
attending family sporting events and
spending time with her family.

Joan traveled to Taiwan with Jack
while he was working for C.T.S.
While living in Taiwan, she taught
conversational English at the Tai-
wanese Naval Academy. Her stu-
dents won many awards at competi-
tions. She made many friends, some
who continued to visit Indiana and
many who stayed in contact.

She will be forever missed by her
sons, Ronald A. (Joyce) Wendel, The
Villages, Florida; Donald "Donnie"
(Beth) Wendel, Monroe, Indiana; son-
in-law Dan Mosier, Willshire, Ohio;
grandchildren Quentin Berry, Stur-
gis, Michigan, Miranda Berry, Mon-
roe, Indiana, Christopher Wendel,
Delaware, Kimberlee Wendel, West
Chester, Pennsylvania, and Shaun
Wendel, Carmel, Indiana; nine great-
grandchildren; and one great-great-
grandchild.

She was preceded in death by her
husband Jack W. Wendel; parents
Robert "Bob" and Wilma (Roser)
Ellsworth; daughter Sharyl Mosier;
son Stevie J. Wendel; sister Linda
Ellsworth; and brother Larry
Ellsworth.

Family and friends may gather to
share and remember at Downing &
Glancy Funeral Home, located at 100
N. Washington St., Geneva, on Fri-
day, June 21, 2024, from 3 to 7 p.m.

A service to celebrate Joan’s life
will follow at Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home at 7 p.m. on Friday,
June 21, 2024, with the Rev. Dan Lay-
den officiating.

Preferred memorials can be made
to the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
P.O. Box 156, Bryant, IN 47326              

Arrangements are being handled
by Downing & Glancy Funeral Home
in Geneva.

Condolences may be expressed at
glancyfuneralhomes.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Thursday
Clevenger, Clarisa: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Pogue, Roberta: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Dunmoyer, Evelyn: 2 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Wendel, Joan: 7 p.m., Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Monday
Smitley, Jimmie: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

June 28
Burchnell, James: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by
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Lease ...

Turning accident
A Portland woman

complained of  back
pain after a Portland
man turned his vehicle
in front of  hers on U.S.
27 about 6 p.m. Tuesday.

Lonnie D. Mock, 59,
was driving his 2019
Chevrolet Silverado
north on the highway
when he missed his
turn onto county road
300 North. He began
turning into a drive-
way as 55-year-old Bar-
bara A. Laux was driv-
ing her 2015 Ford
Escape south on the
highway. Laux told
police Mock turned in
front of  her, causing
her to crash into his
truck.

Damage was estimat-
ed between $10,000 and
$25,000. Both vehicles
were towed.

Hit concrete
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and
$10,000 after a Fort
Wayne man struck a
concrete slab in the
Pak-A-Sak parking lot
in Bryant about 9:34
p.m. Tuesday.

Jon G. Englehard, 43,
was driving his 2013
Chevrolet Silverado in
the parking lot at 893
Indiana 18 and attempt-
ing to turn onto the
highway. His vehicle
hit the concrete and
had to be towed from
the scene.

Capsule Reports

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$56 million

Mega Millions
21-22-50-55-67
Mega Ball: 20
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$80 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-8-5
Daily Four: 0-5-0-7
Quick Draw: 1-6-12-19-

23-24-28-32-33-40-50-56-
58-61-63-72-75-76-77-79

Evening
Daily Three: 7-3-4
Daily Four: 4-9-9-2
Quick Draw: 7-13-24-

29-30-32-34-36-40-44-46-47-
50-51-52-56-62-63-64-70

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-0-4
Pick 4: 7-5-9-0
Pick 5: 8-6-6-6-7
Evening
Pick 3: 0-6-1
Pick 4: 2-1-3-0
Pick 5: 4-3-7-8-3
Rolling Cash: 2-7-25-28-

36
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1819, the SS Savan-
nah reached Ireland after
a 29.5 hour trip, making it
the first known steam
ship to cross an ocean.

In 1837, Queen Victo-
ria of  the United King-
dom took the throne,
leading a 64-year reign in
which her country
became a world super-
power. 

In 1903, racer Barney
Oldfield drove the first
mile-a-minute perform-
ance in a car in Indi-
anapolis.

In 1963, the United
States and Soviet
Union instituted the
“red telephone” follow-
ing the Cuban Missile
Crisis. Despite its title,
communication
occurred via teletype
or fax.

In 1975, Steven
Spielberg’s “Jaws” pre-
miered in theaters.
Regarded as a classic,
the film follows a great
white shark terrorizing
a resort town.

— The CR

CR almanac

96/73 97/76 90/65 85/64 93/71
Sunny and

hot on Friday
when the high
will be around
96 degrees.
The low at
night may hit
73.

Tuesday’s
tempera-
tures are
expected to
jump back to
the 90s.

Monday’s
weather
should cool a
bit from the
previous
week, with a
high of 85.

Mostly
sunny and hot
on Saturday,
when the high
will be in the
mid to upper
90s.

There’s a
chance of
showers on
Sunday. Other-
wise, a high of
90 degrees in
expected.

Friday
6/21

Saturday
6/22

Sunday
6/23

Monday
6/24

Tuesday
6/25

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.41
Oct. corn ..................4.43
Wheat ......................5.12

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.42
July corn..................4.45
Aug. corn ................4.46

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.30
July corn..................4.30
Beans ......................11.66

July beans ..............11.62
Wheat ...................... 5.42

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.33
July corn..................4.28
Beans ......................11.69
July beans ..............11.64
Wheat ......................5.42

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.40
July corn..................4.40
Beans ......................11.44
July beans .............11.44
Wheat ......................5.22

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
5 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 200 S. Mooney
St.

6 p.m. — Redkey
Town Council special
meeting, park cabin,
200 S. Mooney St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Board,
district office, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.



DEAR ABBY: I was asked
to be the maid of  honor in a
friend’s wedding. I did not
consider us to be close
friends, but she has no sis-
ters and few girlfriends.
She seemed desperate and
told me I was the only one
who could fit this role, so I
obliged. 

Now it’s my turn to be
the bride. I have other girl-
friends I am closer to that I
would like to ask to be my
bridesmaids. I feel guilty
for not returning the favor.
She’s invited to the wed-
ding, but I don’t want her to
be in my wedding party. I
also feel awkward having to
tell her she isn’t as close to
me as the other girlfriends I
want. How do I let her down
gently? — NOT CLOSE IN
THE WEST

DEAR NOT CLOSE:
Why are you feeling
guilty? Having served as
this woman’s maid of
honor does not obligate
you to have her be part
of  your own wedding. A
way to “let her down gen-
tly” would be not to men-
tion the subject at all. If
she brings it up, explain
that you invited her
because you want her
there to share in your
happiness. Period.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets at
11 a.m. each Thursday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

STITCH AND CHAT-
TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-

munity Center. Show and
teal is at 1 p.m. The club is
open to all ages and is for
anyone who wants to sew.
Bring unfinished projects
and a sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANS-
PLANT SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 3
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month  in the
IU Health Blackford main
conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, June 21, at Harmony
Café in Portland.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay Com-
munity Center in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, contact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
GPN NEWSPAPERSOur

Upcoming
Special
Sections

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Senior Citizens
Wednesday, June 19 - UNIV*

Jay County Fair
Wednesday, July 3 - CR/NS*

Marching Patriots
Wednesday, July 10 - CR/NS*

Blackford band
Wednesday, July 10 - NT*

Blackford County Fair preview
Wednesday, July 10 - NT*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

Community Calendar

Arts Place’s first free
concert of  the summer is
tonight.

“Phil Dirt & The Dozers”
will perform at 8 p.m. today
at Hudson Family Park
amphitheatre in Portland.
The group’s classic rock
and roll music transports
listeners to another time
and place, reminiscing
vocal harmonies of  the
Beach Boys, Four Seasons,
The Eagles and more.

Payne’s Food Truck and
Mrs. P’s Kitchen, as well as
activities for children, will
also be available at Hudson
Family Park during the
show, which is a part of  the
2024 concert series at Hud-
son Family Park
Amphitheatre. Other con-
certs slated for this sum-
mer include: Whoa, Man!

Band — it will celebrate
women in rock and roll
music — at 8 p.m. July 18,
Liverpool Lads: A Beatles
Tribute at 8 p.m. Aug. 8 and
Sounds of  Summer: Beach
Boys Tribute at 7 p.m. Sept.
12.

All concerts are free. To
learn more, contact Arts
Place by calling (260) 726-
4809 or emailing
jcc@myartsplace.org.

In related news, requests
for performance submis-
sion forms are live for the
2025 Hudson Family Park
Amphitheatre concert
series. Those interested
may visit
myartsplace.org/perfor-
mances/jay-county-cam-
pus-performances to fill
out a form. The deadline
for consideration is July 1.

Free Portland
concert series
begins tonight 

Photos provided

Redkey Elementary honors
West Jay Optimist Club selected students from each classroom at Redkey Elementary and

West Jay Elementary each semester as honor students for improving their classroom work or
citizenship. 

Pictured at top are first semester honor students (front row) Isaiah Timmerman, Kinley
McLaughlin, Blaze Creachbaum, Cameron Timmerman, Oaklynn Johnson and Luke McLaughlin,
and (back row) and Waylon Odom, Mason Collins, Milo Overmyer and sponsor Kathy Nelson. Not
pictured are Jett Green and Raelynn Crabtree.

Above are Nelson, second semester honor students Lola Paro, Brody Green, Daxtin Zimmerman,
Owen Vore, Saige Aker, Jordyn Champ and Brylee Reed, and West Jay Optimist president Kathy
Jones. Not pictured are Henry Grady, Aria Shannon, Kimber Pryor and Alaina Jeffers.

Dear
Abby

Friend feels guilt
in wedding choice
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
George Carlin once said, “It’s

called the American
dream because you have to be
asleep to believe it.” 

But those voices in real estate
tell us Home
Ownership is the American
Dream.

If  you check out the Ameri-
can Dream in Wikipedia, you’ll
discover “home ownership has
been a status symbol separat-
ing the middle classes from
the poor.”

Home owners are good.
Renters are, at best, question-
able. Legislators cloyingly pro-
tect home owners, but most
often wait for a crisis (no water,
a fire, disease and distress)
before they rediscover the
responsibilities of  landlords.

Home owners enjoy, perhaps

relish, lawn mowing their quar-
ter-acre estates. Home owners
gladly assume 30-year obliga-
tions to distant and fragmented
mortgage holders. Some own-
ers gamble with variable inter-
est rate mortgages and are will-
ing suffer the bureaucratic tor-
ture of  refinancing.

Yet home owners can build
real equity, if  they survive
their mortgages and if  home
prices advance faster than
inflation. Home owners also are

“listened to” by dozing zoning
officials.

Renters have no real stand-
ing. “Poor people have poor
ways.” The best of  them are
only transitory, climbing the
ladder to respectability by
becoming home owners them-
selves.  

It’s no surprise that the
majority of  Hoosiers (74%) live
in owner-occupied dwellings.
The nation can muster only
67% for ownership as opposed
to renting.

Of  Hoosier householders self-
identifying as White alone
(meaning no miscegenated
blood with Asians, Blacks,
Native Americans or other lines
of  ancestry), 78% live in owner-
occupied housing. The figure is
just 53% for those other blood-
lines. That difference of  25%

might be called the racial gap of
home ownership.

At the extremes, that gap is
47% in Shelby County and -19%
in Owen County. A negative gap
means there is a higher percent
of  All other persons living in
owner-occupied housing com-
pared to White alone persons.

Nine Indiana counties have
these negative gaps, and, with
the exception of  Hancock, they
are smaller, more rural counties
where rental housing may be rel-
atively unavailable.

Of  our most populous coun-
ties, the largest gap (35%),
between the percent of  home
ownership for White alone and
All others, was recorded for Van-
derburgh County. Lake’s gap was
30%, Delaware 27%, Tippecanoe,
Monroe, Allen and St. Joseph all
at 26%. College students and fac-

ulty as well as medical workers
may be factors here as they tend
to have more diverse populations
than less economically diverse
communities.

A history of  hostility to rental
housing on NIMBY (not in my
back yard) grounds is probably
at work in suburban Boone,
Hamilton, Hendricks and War-
rick counties. We’ll see what hap-
pens there as economic and
demographic diversification pro-
gresses.

This racial gap is of  conse-
quence only if  you buy into
the American Dream as an aspi-
ration for equality of  opportuni-
ty. But that may be a minority
value these days.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

American Dream can be elusive

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Speaking freely at a
glitzy Supreme Court His-
torical Society event earli-
er this month, Justice
Samuel Alito pointed out
that there are “fundamen-
tal things that really can’t
be compromised” in soci-
ety, and speculated that
“one side or the other is
going to win.” The com-
ments were recorded by a
documentarian who had
attended the events and
surreptitiously recorded
the justices as they
increasingly find them-
selves under the micro-
scope for tossing prece-
dent overboard and
embarking on ideological-
ly rigid right-wing path.

At the same
event, Chief  Justice John
Roberts showed how jus-
tices are supposed to
approach these questions,
telling the documentarian
that the court should not
be a moral compass for
the country, nor trying to
put us on the path
towards being a Christian
nation.

Alito is right about one
thing — one side or the
other indeed will win. He
may think of  this as a bat-
tle between the political
right and left, with the lat-
ter characterized as an
out-of-control force
wrecking the country. But
that’s not really what’s
happening here; it’s a con-
test between a conception
of  the court and the
broader government as a
tool to protect rights and
small-l liberal commit-
ments, or one to impose a
reactionary agenda
against all that.

We cannot have a socie-
ty that simultaneously
respects values like self-
determination, protection
of  civil rights and access
to health care and abor-
tion, while being run by
minority factions hell-
bent on imposing their
personal religious values
on everyone. The vision
of  strict and strictly
enforced social and eco-
nomic hierarchy based on
some imagined bygone
conservative principles is
fundamentally incompati-
ble with the principles
that this country holds as
its high ideals.

The trouble is Alito,
who holds an office that is
meant to safeguard the
latter, is fighting on the
opposite side. Yet it’s con-
sidered impolite to point
this out, despite the fact
that the justice has been
all but explicit about it,
with his public rhetoric

and with Jan. 6 and Chris-
tian nationalist flags
(dubiously blamed entire-
ly on his wife). Now here
he is, being even clearer
in agreeing that the coun-
try must return to some
sort of  “godliness.”

This is just one instance
that happened to be
recorded, but there’s no
doubt Alito and his fellow
ultra-conservative jus-
tices are toeing this line
elsewhere, like the pri-
vately-funded retreats put
on by right-wing legal
groups and the trips
organized by Clarence
Thomas’ benefactor Har-
lan Crow. They’re general-
ly fine being so open about
it because experience has
shown they will face little
accountability or conse-
quences.

That should change.
The Constitution created
the three branches of  gov-
ernment as co-equal,
keeping one another in
check. It did not put the
Supreme Court above
everything else, untouch-
able by either electoral
will or scrutiny from
other branches.

The Congress should
force the justices to clari-
fy some of  their conflicts
of  interest and outside
entanglements, under
oath. No more polite invi-
tations for justices to
decline, no more justices
reluctantly making dis-
closures only after
reporters and oversight
groups dig up million-dol-
lar gifts they’ve received.
Use the levers of  govern-
ment to rein the justices
in, while we still have a
liberal democracy to
defend.

Court isn’t above
the other branches

By DAVID KONISKY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Many states across the country
protect utility customers from hav-
ing their electricity shut-off  during
extreme heat. Indiana is not one of
them. 

With temperatures forecasted this
summer to be well above normal, it is
imperative that the General Assem-
bly and Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission take immediate steps to
protect Hoosiers from losing access
to the energy they need to maintain
safe and comfortable temperatures in
their homes.

One in four Americans struggle to
pay their energy bills or are forced to
make tradeoffs to keep their lights
and air conditioners on, such as
going without food or medicine. This
type of  energy insecurity is an
under-appreciated and under-report-
ed form of  material hardship,
and research shows that it is dispro-
portionately experienced by people
with low-incomes, people of  color,
families with children, and those
who are medically vulnerable.

For thousands of  Hoosiers, the
struggle to pay their utility bills may
result in losing access to energy serv-
ices altogether. Last summer alone
(during the months of  June, July and
August), Indiana’s five investor-
owned electric utilities – AES Indi-
ana, CenterPoint, Duke, Indiana
Michigan Power, and NIPSCO – col-
lectively disconnected the service of
more than 50,000 customers because
of  nonpayment. These data come
from the Energy Justice Lab’s Utility
Disconnections Dashboard, and they
are based on monthly reports from
the utilities themselves.

During the summer, losing access
to electricity can mean living in
unsafe temperatures, and, in some
cases, it can be deadly. According to
data from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,

about 1,200 people are killed by
extreme heat each year. Often, heat-
induced death comes from outdoor
heat exposure, but people also experi-
ence it in their homes, especially dur-
ing periods of  extended hot tempera-
tures that persist through nighttime
hours. 

Customers who fall behind on
their bills have many options to avoid
shut-offs. For example, most utilities
offer payment plans and the federal
government offers some financial
assistance to eligible customers
through the Low Income Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
Many people also find other ways to
cope, such as asking family and
friends, faith-based organizations, or
others for help, or by seeking a loan
from a bank or a payday lender.

For their part, utilities often assert
that disconnecting people from serv-
ice is a last resort, but an option that
they must use to compel delinquent
customers with adequate resources
to pay what they owe. 

Regardless, states have long regu-
lated utility disconnection prac-
tices to be sure that customers have
adequate notification and that people
do not lose access to critical energy
services during extreme weather.
Historically, most states have focused
their attention on limiting discon-
nections during the cold, winter
months.

Indiana has a limited policy to this
effect. Utilities in Indiana, including
municipal utilities and rural electric
cooperatives, may not disconnect
customers from service from Decem-

ber 1 to March 15 if  they are receiv-
ing or are eligible and have applied
for an energy assistance program
such as LIHEAP. Policies in other
states vary, but most include similar
seasonal shut-off  moratoria, though
typically with broader eligibility.

Indiana does not have a similar
policy in place for the summer. In
twenty states and the District of
Columbia, regulated utilities are lim-
ited in some way during hot weather
from shutting off  service to electrici-
ty customers. In Illinois, for example,
when temperatures are forecasted to
rise about 95 degrees in the next 24
hours, utilities are prohibited from
disconnecting their customers.  

The lack of  summer protections in
Indiana has not gone un-noticed.
State Sen. David Vinzant, who repre-
sents Gary and other communities in
Lake County, introduced Senate Bill
278 during the 2024 session of  the
General Assembly. This legislation
would have extended Indiana’s cur-
rent protections to June 21 through
September 23 to protect Hoosiers
from shut-offs during the hot sum-
mer months. Unfortunately, the bill
did not advance.

The bill would have provided a
straightforward extension of  current
protections, and guaranteed
Hoosiers at least some protections
from shutoffs during periods of  dan-
gerous hot temperatures. A more
comprehensive approach would
broaden the eligibility criteria. The
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commis-
sion should also consider ways to use
its authorities to provide similar pro-
tections. All Hoosiers, regardless of
their income or any other factor,
should be protected from losing
access to the energy they need to stay
safe during extreme weather. 

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Protect customers in extreme heat
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online
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(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland

p 260.726.2230
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MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE 525 W.
Walnut in back. Thursday
June 20th - Saturday
June 22nd 9a-4p.
Woman clothing, small
appliances, Christmas
decor, craft items, and
lots more.  

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

  CR 
com √ Out

The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY,

JUNE 21ST, 2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 2635 W.
HWY 18
Bryant, IN

REAL ESTATE
17.63 Acres in section
10, Jackson Twp. Jay
County, Indiana with

approximately 15 acres
tillable. Frontage on
highway 18. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNER: AMOS C

GRABER
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1205 W
McDonald Ave.,
Hartford City, IN.
Friday Evening
June 21, 2024
5:30 APM.

REAL ESTATE
Modular home built in
1998 w/ 3 br., 2 full

baths & 1620 sq. ft. of
living area. Gas fireplace
and gas forced air fur-
nace with central air. For
more information contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or  Gary Loy 

260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD&COLLECTOR
ITEMS

Roper washer & dryer,
hospital bed, curved

sectional, metal shelf, oil
lamps, COCA COLA
glasses, bowls, tins.

TOOLS
Craftsman 12.5 hp

mower, Skil 9”- 2 speed
band saw, Hitachi belt
sander, mantis tiller, fur-
niture clamps, tool cabi-
nets, Cress electric kiln,
Ryobi 10” surface plan-
er, and other items not

listed.
Wayne Craig Estate

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3295 E 450 S,
Bluffton, IN

Saturday Morning
June 22nd, 2024

10:00 A. M.
MODEL A CAR-CAR-
TRUCK-MOWE-TOOLS
1931 Model a car with
soft top, rumble seat,

Parade ready title, 1962
Galaxy Car, 1986 Chevy
flatbed truck, John Deer
LT160 mower, metal
wagon, small anvil,
Craftsman tool box,
Home Utility 1/2” drill
press, Craftmans belt
and vibrating sanders,
car parts, and many
other items not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD ITEMS
Oak wall telephone
(Chicago Supply Co.,
Elkhart, IN), 3 drawer
marble top dresser with

mirror, 

1941 US Navy boat
clock, Coca Coal Cooler,

Aladdin green base
lamp, Noritake Gold

Stein china, old newspa-
pers, organ stool with
glass ball feet, Indy 500
mugs, Smith Bros. 3

cushion sofa, golf clubs,
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Vehicles will be sold at
12:30 P.M.  The vehicles
will be offered both live

and on Hi Bid
CHARLES UPTGRAFT,
DECEASED &  DEE

UPTGRAFT
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: RED-
KEY TOWN Hall is seek-
ing a full-time or part-
time dedicated and
skilled Utility Worker
responsible for the oper-
ation and maintenance of
all water and wastewater
facilities. Responsibilities
include: Completing, fil-
ing, and reporting regula-
tory agency reports;
Conducting required
sampling - Adhering to all
regulatory agency rules

and regulations; Per-
forming meter reads,
shutoffs/reconnects;
Conducting line locates
and assisting with digs;
Changing out endpoints
and meters; Maintaining
storm sewers; Flushing
hydrants; Assisting with
the maintenance of
streets, parks, and all
city property. Preferred
Qualifications: Water and
Sewage license or the
ability to obtain a Water
and Sewage License
(CDL) within 3 years of
employment; High
school diploma or equiv-
alent; Fluent in English
(speaking and writing);
Valid Indiana Driver’s
License - Ability to obtain
a Commercial Driver’s
License (CDL); Ability to
pass pre-employment
and random DOT drug
and alcohol screenings,
as well as a background
check. Preferred Experi-
ence: Grounds mainte-
nance - Street mainte-
nance - Heavy equip-
ment operation. Interest-
ed applicants should
submit their resumes to:
Gloria May, Redkey
Town Hall 8922 IN-67
Redkey, IN 47373. For
more information, please
contact Brenda Beaty,
Town Council President,
at 419-203-9081.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 
The Commercial Review

CALL
726-8141
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

2024 TERM
In the Matter of the

Unsupervised 
Administration of

the Estate of:
Mary Louise Evans,

Deceased
No. 38CO1-2406-EU-000018

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
James D. Evans was, on the
14th day of June, 2024, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Mary
Louise Evans deceased, who
died on May 24, 2024
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death, whichev-
er is earlier, or the claims will
be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 14th day of June, 2024.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 6-20, 27, 2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
COPIES OF THE CITY OF
PORTLAND’S ANNUAL CON-
SUMER CONFIDENCE RE-
PORT (CCR) REGARDING WA-
TER QUALITY, HAVE BEEN
MAILED (WITH YOUR WATER
BILL), OR HAND DELIVERED
TO PORTLAND WATER CUS-
TOMERS. THE REPORTS ARE
REQUIRED ANNUALLUY BY
THE STATE OF INDIANA DE-
PARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL MANAGEMENT.
CUSTOMERS WHO DID NOT
RECEIVE A COPY OF THE
REPORT OR WHO HAVE
QUESTIONS MAY CALL 260-
726-4525 AND ASK FOR JA-
SON, OR COME TO THE WA-
TER TREATMENT PLANT AT
205 SOUTH WAYNE STREET
DURING REGULAR BUSI-
NESS HOURS. 8:00 AM TO 4:30
PM
CR 6-20-2024-HSPAXLP
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BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE

FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County summer swim team vs.
Union City – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery ACME baseball at Park-
way – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne

Renegades – 1 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jack-

ers – 1 p.m.

TV sports
Today

9 a.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Serbia vs. Slovenia (FS1)

12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: England vs. Denmark
(FS1)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Italy vs. Spain (FOX)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco
Giants at St. Louis Cardinals (FOX)

8 p.m. — Olympic swimming (NBC)
8 p.m. — Copa America soccer:

Canada at Argentina (FS1)

Friday
9 a.m. — UEFA European Champi-

onship 2024: Ukraine vs. Slovakia (FS1)
12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-

onship 2024: Austria vs. Poland (FS1)
3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-

onship 2024: France vs. Netherlands
(FOX)

4 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: Sci
Aps 200 (USA)

6:30 p.m. — Olympic track & field tri-
als (NBC)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL Stanley Cup: Florida
Panthers at Edmonton Oilers (ABC)

8 p.m. — PFL fighting (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Copa America soccer: Chile

at Peru (FS1)
9 p.m. — Olympic track & field trials

(NBC)

Local notes
Meet booked

The Jay County Chamber Classic golf
outing is set for Friday, July 19, at Port-
land Golf Club.

The deadline to register is July 10,

and it’s limited to 20 teams. Awards of
$400, $200 and $100 will be given out
to first, second and third place, respec-
tively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at
10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycounty-
chamber.com.

For more information call (260) 726-
4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association

of Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tour-

nament is set to take place on July 22 at
Turtle Creek Golf Course in Greenville,
Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry
form call (937) 548-9960 or email direc-
tor@cadcinfo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Optimist shut out

PG14 dominated Opti-
mist for a 14-0 win on Tues-
day in Portland Junior
League Willie Mays base-
ball.

Beckham Hough, Blake
Jellison and Ashton Conn

put together a combined
effort on the mound to shut
out Optimit. Hough led the
group with five strikeouts
and no walks over two
innings.

Hough was also one of
the offensive leaders, going
4-for-4 from the plate and

driving in two runs.
Liam Ridenour led PG14

with three RBIs on a double
and a single.

Bryce Vanskyhock and
Oaklin Blunk had the only
hits for Optimist, the for-
mer with a double and lat-
ter with a triple.

Vanskyhock also tossed
the first three innings,
striking out nine batters
and issuing one walk.

Forge wins
Portland Forge took

down Local 1620 15-4 in
Portland Junior League

Sandy Koufax baseball on
Tuesday.

Cooper Shimp and Logan
Wendel opened the game up
for Portland Forge with
home runs in the first
inning.

Cohen Shimp and Cooper
Shimp led Portland Forge

with three runs scored
each, while six different
players drove in runs.

Most of  Local 1620’s runs
came early in the game as
Alex Miller smacked a two-
RBI double in the first and
two more runs scored in the
third inning.

Roundup ...

By EVAN WEBECK
The Mercury News
Tribune News Service

CHICAGO — The man deemed
by many to be the greatest base-
ball player to have ever lived, a
player more deeply ingrained in
San Francisco Giants history
than any other, died Tuesday at
the age 93, days before his forma-
tive club was set to honor him in
his hometown.

Willie Mays is dead. He passed
away peacefully, according to the
Giants, who announced the news
in the fifth inning of  their game
against the Chicago Cubs at
Wrigley Field, where Mays
played more games than any set-
ting besides Candlestick Park
and the Polo Grounds.

“My father has passed away
peacefully and among loved
ones,” said his son, Michael
Mays, in a release from the club.
“I want to thank you all from the
bottom of  my broken heart for
the unwavering love you have
shown him over the years. You
have been his life’s blood.”

Mays, who followed the Giants
from New York to San Francisco
and played 21 of  his 23 major-
league seasons for the organiza-
tion, was inducted into the Hall
of  Fame the first time he
appeared on the ballot in 1979
and has since kept strong ties to
the organization, making fre-
quent visits to spring training,
Candlestick Park and Oracle
Park.

“Today we have lost a true leg-
end,” Giants Chairman Greg
Johnson said in a statement. “In
the pantheon of  baseball greats,
Willie Mays’ combination of
tremendous talent, keen intel-
lect, showmanship, and bound-
less joy set him apart. A 24-time
All-Star, the Say Hey Kid is the
ultimate Forever Giant. He had a
profound influence not only on
the game of  baseball, but on the
fabric of  America. He was an

inspiration and a hero who will
be forever remembered and
deeply missed.”

Born in Westfield, Alabama,
Mays made his professional
debut at 16 years old in 1948 for
the Birmingham Black Barons
of  the Negro American League,
where he played for three sea-
sons before the Giants purchased
his contract in 1950. He went on
to win Rookie of  the Year in 1951
and Most Valuable Player in 1954
and 1965.

Citing his health, Mays said
earlier this week that he wasn’t
going to be able to make it to

Birmingham for the Giants’
game at Rickwood Field but that
“Rickwood’s been part of  my life
for all my life. Since I was a kid.

“It was just ‘around the corner
there’ from Fairfield (where
Mays grew up), and it felt like it
had been there forever. Like a
church. The first big thing I ever
put my mind to was to play at
Rickwood Field. It wasn’t a
dream. It was something I was
going to do. …

“I’m glad that the Giants, Car-
dinals and MLB are doing this,
letting everyone see pro ball at
Rickwood Field. Good to remind

people of  all the great ball that
has been played there, and all the
players. All these years and it is
still here. So am I. How about
that?”

His 660 home runs ranked
third all-time until 2003 when his
godson, Barry Bonds, passed
him and inspired countless
young fans with his power
swing, his tremendous defense
and his exuberance for the game,
including Giants manager and
Bay Area native Bob Melvin.

Perhaps no one play in the
pantheon of  baseball is as iconic
as Mays’ over-the-shoulder buck-

et catch in Game 1 of  the 1954
World Series.

“I fell in love with baseball
because of  Willie, plain and sim-
ple,” said Giants President and
Chief  Executive Officer Larry
Baer. “My childhood was defined
by going to Candlestick with my
dad, watching Willie patrol cen-
terfield with grace and the ulti-
mate athleticism. Over the past
30 years, working with Willie
and seeing firsthand his zest for
life and unbridled passion for
giving to young players and kids,
has been one of  the joys of  my
life.”

Willie Mays dies at 93 years old

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Ezra Shaw

Willie Mays, former San Francisco Giants great, waves to the crowd along the parade route during the San Francisco
Giants World Series victory parade on Oct. 31, 2012, in San Francisco.
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Jay summer swim team
hosts Union City today,

see Sports on tap

The Indians finally
picked up their first win
of  the summer early this
week.

That momentum kept
them rolling against the
Bulldogs.

The Fort Recovery
ACME baseball team
picked up back-to-back
wins as it beat the Celina
Bulldogs 10-3 on Tuesday.

Fort Recovery (2-3) was
quiet offensively until the
third inning. An error, a
single and a walk loaded
the bases before Caden
Grisez scratched the first
run across with a walk.
Alex Gaerke cleared the
bases with a three-RBI
triple to push the Indians
ahead 4-1.

The Indians continued
to pile on runs in the fifth
inning. Runs scored on a
ground ball by Luke
Fortkamp, an error, dou-
bles by Dylan Klenke and
Heiden Siefring and a sin-
gle by Grisez.

Grisez earned the win
after tossing three innings
and only giving up one
unearned run.

The Bulldogs got two
more runs in the fourth
inning off  of  Grant
Fortkamp, but Klenke
locked them down the rest
of  the way.

Girls power win
FORT RECOVERY —

The Fort Recovery Eels
summer swim team took
down Union City 493-441
on Tuesday at Ambassa-
dor Pool.

The girls claimed 32 vic-
tories in the match,
including three swimmers
that ended up as triple-
event winners.

Rozlyn Diller and Ken-
zie Wendel dominated the
11-12-year-old age group
with six combined victo-
ries. Diller won the 100-
yard freestyle, 50 butterfly
and the 100 individual
medley, while Wendel
claimed the 50 backstroke,
50 breaststroke and 50
freestyle.

Joelle Kaup put in work
in the 15-and-older divi-
sion, topping the 50 butter-
fly, 50 backstroke and 100
individual medley events.

Kendall Ranley finished
first in the open 200
freestyle to go along with
her victories in the 13-14-
year-old 50 butterfly and
50 freestyle.

The girls also picked up
wins in eight relays.

The boys totaled eight

wins, including two
relays. Their best showing
was in the 13-14-year-old
age group, in which Kol-
son Bechtol won the 50
breaststroke and the 200
medley and 200 freestyle
relays came out on top.

Offense abounds
William’s Auto Parts

edged out Pak-A-Sak for a
17-14 win in Portland Jun-
ior League Rookie base-
ball on Tuesday.

Both teams collected 23
hits in the offensive battle.

Brett Huntsman and
Thobe Keller both went 4-
for-4 from the plate for
William’s Auto Parts,
while four more batters
finished 3-for-4. All but
one of  those six batters
scored three runs in the
game.

Huntsman and Wyatt
Fennig led the team with
three RBIs. Four batters
had a pair of  extra-base
hits, including Carson
Dailey with a home run
and a double.

Three players were per-
fect from the plate for Pak-
A-Sak. Paxton Hudson and
Cage Reynolds both went
4-for-4, while Max Whit-
tington finished 3-for-3.

Ricky Heitkamp led all
batters with six RBIs and
tied Reynolds for a team-
high three runs scored.

See Roundup page 7
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Camp drills
Kyla Sims hits a backhand during a drill that focused on footwork and movement at the

Jay County High School tennis camp on Monday morning. 

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Can of corn
Display Craft pitcher Benton Langenkamp catches a short pop

up on Tuesday against Lions Club in Portland Junior League Willie Mays
baseball. 

Indians pick up
second ACME win

Local
roundup

By JOEY HAYDEN
The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

DALLAS — Jake Paul is
still fighting on July 20, it
just won’t be against Mike
Tyson.

It also won’t be at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington.

While the YouTuber-
turned-prize fighter awaits
his mega-fight with the box-
ing icon — which was
delayed until November
earlier this month — Most
Valuable Promotions
announced Tuesday that
Paul (9-1, 6 KOs) will be fac-
ing former bare knuckle
champion boxer and MMA
star Mike Perry (5-0, 3 KOs
BKFC) on the same date at
Amalie Arena in Tampa.

“When Paul vs. Tyson
was rescheduled, I knew
immediately that I wanted
to still fight on Saturday,
July 20. Now, as I prepare
for my fight against Iron
Mike, there’s no better
opponent for me than Mike
Perry,” Paul said in a state-
ment.

“He’s a proven knockout
artist who has shown to be
a maniac in and out of  the
ring. This is the perfect
experience for me to gain
in advance of  facing Mike
Tyson.”

The eight-round cruiser-
weight bout will stream
live on DAZN pay-per-view,
and will also feature a
replacement fight for
Amanda Serrano (46-2-1, 30
KOs) as she faces Stevie
Morgan (14-1, 13 KOs) in
the co-main event.

Serrano was initially
scheduled to face undisput-
ed super lightweight world
champion Katie Taylor in
one of  the most anticipat-
ed women’s boxing
rematches in history on
July 20 at AT&T Stadium.

“I’ve already been
preparing for a fight …
even though I’ll now be
waiting a little longer for
my rematch with Katie
Taylor, this is an opportu-
nity for me to face another
tough boxer,” Serrano
said.

Jake Paul finds
new opponent


