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Vehicle
recording
policy
approved

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Plans are in the works to
install cameras in county-
owned vehicles.

Jay County Commission-
ers approved a vehicle
recording policy and con-
sent form for employees
during their meeting Mon-
day.

The policy, which mainly
impacts employees of Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice and Jay County High-
way Department, has been
in discussion for months
following an accident
involving one of the coun-
ty’s ambulances.

In April, Jay Emergency
Medical Service director
Gary Barnett shared esti-
mates for dash cameras to
record audio and video and
share location services. At
that time, county attorney
Wes Schemenaur suggested
amending the county’s per-
sonnel policy to address
employees being recorded
while in vehicles.

Cameras would likely
face toward the road as well
as inside the cab of the
vehicle. (Per privacy laws,
cameras are not allowed in
the back of an ambulance
where patients are being
treated.)

Consulting firm Wag-
goner, Irwin, Scheele and
Associates developed a poli-
cy for the county to consid-
er. According to the docu-
ment, using recording
devices in county vehicles
is intended to “ensure the
safety and accountability
of employees, protect
County assets, and promote
efficient operations.”

The policy applies to all
county-owned vehicles and
county employees who
operate or ride in such
vehicles while on duty.

It stipulates recording
devices in county vehicles
will:

«Have the capability to
record audio, video and the
vehicle’s Global Position
System location

*Be activated when the
vehicle is in operation

*Be tamper-proof and
securely installed to pre-
vent unauthorized access
or removal

«Comply with applicable
laws and regulations
regarding privacy and data
protection

Authorized personnel
may access recordings for
official purposes only, and
employees are not allowed
to disable, tamper with or
obstruct the devices.
According to the policy,
“access to recordings shall
be restricted to individuals
with a legitimate need-to-
know” and personally iden-
tifiable information of
employees or members of
the public on recordings
will be handled per applica-
ble privacy laws.

Recordings will be stored
and retained for a period of
time — Schemenaur sug-
gested they should be kept
for at least six months in
accordance with the filing
cutoff for tort claims —
before they will be deleted.

Employees will be
trained as needed for using
the devices. Any suspected
tampering, misuse or unau-
thorized access to the
recorded data should be
reported to county officials.
Failure to comply with the
policy could result in disci-
plinary action, it states, up
to and including termina-
tion.

See Policy page 2
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Queen sweep

Molly Muhlenkamp
was crowned the
winner for the Miss Jay
County Fair Queen
Pageant on Sunday
evening at Jay County
Junior-Senior High
School. A 2024 JCHS
graduate, Muhlenkamp
plans to study health
and exercise science:
pre-physical therapy at
Ball State University
beginning in the fall.
Joining her on the fair
queen’s court are first

runner-up Inara
Sanderson, second
runner-up  Makinsey

Murphy, third runner-up
Hannah Laux and Miss
Congeniality McKenna
Vore.

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Homecoming queen.

Prom queen.

Fair queen.

Molly Muhlenkamp complet-
ed the trifecta Sunday evening
as she was crowned the winner
of the Miss Jay County Fair
Queen Pageant in the auditori-
um at Jay County Junior-Senior
High School.

“My heart dropped, but it was
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Muhlenkamp adds Miss Jay County Fair crown
after winning JCHS homecoming and prom titles

amazing,” said Muhlenkamp.
“Big smiles.”

Inara Sanderson finished as
the first runner-up, with Makin-
sey Murphy as second runner-
up and Hannah Laux as third
runner-up. McKenna Vore
repeated as Miss Congeniality
to earn a spot on the court for
the third year in a row.

The win made for a queen
sweep for Muhlenkamp, who
graduated from Jay County

High School earlier this month.
She was also crowned home-
coming queen in September and
prom queen in April.

Contestants were judged
based on an interview with
judges prior to Sunday evening
as well as professional wear and
formal wear competitions dur-
ing the pageant.

There was also a new aspect
to the competition this year.
Rather than being asked an on-

stage question, contestants
were each given a word to
respond to.

Muhlenkamp’s word: Charity.

She talked about going
Christmas caroling with her
Catholic Youth Organization.

“That is one of my favorite
events,” she said. “The smiles
on their faces when we go are
just irreplaceable and inde-
scribable and so amazing.”

See Sweep page 2
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Electric ribbon

A festivalgoer dances with a large
ribbon Friday at Tripolee during day 2 of
Electric Forest at the Double JJ Resort in
Rothbury, Michigan. The multi-genre music

festival ended Sunday.

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

On Friday evening, Jay
County Health Depart-
ment reported mosquitoes
in Jay County have tested
positive for West Nile
Virus.

The health department
is encouraging area resi-
dents to take precautions,
including wearing long
sleeves and applying insect
repellent, especially from
dusk to dawn when mos-
quitoes are most active.
Residents should also
remove any stagnant
water, which is a breeding
ground for mosquitoes, as
well as cleaning clogged
gutters.

“Everybody should
make sure they’re protect-
ing themselves when they
go outside, especially
between dusk and dawn,”
said health department
environmentalist and
administrator Heath Butz.

The statewide database
on West Nile Virus from
the Indiana Department of
Health has not been updat-

Weather

Jay County’s high tempera-

Anna Chaney, 91, Portland
Details on page 2.

ture topped out at 82 degrees
Sunday. The low was 68.

The forecast calls for rain
with a chance of thunder-
storms tonight and a low of 70.
Expect mostly cloudy skies
Wednesday with a high in the
lower 80s and more rain.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

In review

Jay County Public Library
will host Family Fair Night
from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday. The
event will include a petting
7oo, ice cream, outdoor
games, crafts and other activ-
ities. There will also be an
opportunity to sign up for a
chance to win free passes and
ride wristbands for the Jay
County Fair.

West Nile found in Jay

Residents encouraged
to take precautions

ed with 2024 numbers as
Jay County is one of the
first locations in the state
to show a positive test this
year.

West Nile Virus was also
found in mosquitoes in Jay
County in 2017, '18, '21 and
22 and ’23. The first posi-
tive tests in the last two
years came on Aug. 17 and
July 28, respectively.
(Although the disease is
most common in the late
summer months, West Nile
Virus disease can occur
any time during the mos-
quito season, which is typ-
ically from May through
October in Indiana.)

“The prevention meas-
ures are going to be the
same,” said Butz. “We’re
just going to have a longer
season to be mindful of
West Nile Virus and the

Coming up

potential risks that are
involved with it.”

The health department
noted that most who con-
tract West Nile Virus have
few or no symptoms, which
include headache, body
aches, joint pains, vomit-
ing, diarrhea and rash. It is
transmitted to humans
when they are bitten by an
infected mosquito.

Those over 60 or with
compromised immune sys-
tems are at higher risk for

include tremors, encephali-
tis, coma and paralysis.
For more information,
call the health department
at (260) 726- 8080. Brochures
are also available at the

4:30 p.m. Monday throﬁgh
Friday.

‘l“ |

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Portland Rockets game
against the Fort Wayne Blues.
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Sweep ...

Continued from page 1

Muhlenkamp said her inter-
view focused on her activities
related to the fair and her plans
after high school.

She will attend Ball State Uni-
versity to pursue a degree in
health and exercise science: pre-
physical therapy. She hopes to go
on to earn a doctor of physical
therapy degree and become a
physical therapist.

Her interest started in human
body systems class with Katie
Daniels when they covered the
physical therapy unit.

“It really caught my attention
because I love the fact that I can
help people of all ages,” said
Muhlenkamp.

She then had a job-shadow
experience at Adams Physical
Therapy in Portland.

“I just really fell in love with
it,” she said.

Muhlenkamp was sponsored
by Jay County FFA after being
named 2024 FFA Sweetheart.
During high school, she was a
member of the National Honor
Society, served on student coun-
cil and the student athletic advi-
sory council and was a member
of HOSA Future Health Profes-
sionals.

She was a member of the girls
soccer, basketball and track
teams. During her final two sea-
sons, she served as a captain and
helped lead the girls soccer team
to a 22-8-2 record and the girls
basketball team to a 45-5 record.

Muhlenkamp is a 10-year 4-H
member and serves on the Jay
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Pictured is the 2024 Miss Jay County Fair Queen and her court. From left are third runner-up Hannah Laux, first runner-
up Inara Sanderson, Miss Jay County Molly Muhlenkamp, second runner-up Makinsey Murphy and Miss Congeniality McKenna Vore.

This summer, Muhlenkamp is “I'm looking forward to being
working as a lifeguard at Port- an inspiration for all the
land Water Park. younger children,” said Muh-

She shared some thoughts on lenkamp, “and eating fair
her upcoming year as fair queen. food.”

She is the daughter of Kerry
and Katie Muhlenkamp. After
completing her education, she
plans to return to Jay County to
raise a family.

Obituaries

Anna Chaney

County Junior Fair Board. She
volunteers as a lector at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church and was
a senior officer for its youth
group.

CR almanac
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50% chance
of  showers

chance
showers

forecast shows | 50%
mostly sunny | of
skies with a | and thunder-

are in the fore-
cast for Thurs-
day when the

slight chance
of rain contin-
uing into Sun-

Paul) of Portland; eight grandchil-
dren; 14 great-grandchildren; and

es death notices for those with a

and thunder- connection to our coverage area free

Evening
Daily Three: 8-6-8
Daily Four: 0-8-2-0

Pick 5: 0-1-5-2-6
Rolling Cash 5: 13-22-
34-36-39

Quick Draw: 4-5-7-10- Estimated jackpot:
26-31-34-36-37-44-48-52-54-  $210,000
Cooper Farms July beans.............. 11.63
Fort Recovery Wheat ......ccoveeennenns 5.14
(60)'4 o VET 4.21
Oct. corn ... 423 ADM .
Wheat .......ccooocooenneea. 4.82 Montpelier

(070) 1 s FHU 414

POET Biorefining %%Lyngorn .................. 4.09
Portland July béans .
(070) 5 o VARRTRTRT 4.22 Wheat 5.12
July corn.................. 425 T
Aug. corn ................. 426  Heartland
The Andersons  Goriorror) 4%
Richland Township  july corn.................. 4.20
(070) 1 s ISR 410 Beans.........coeu... 11.45
July corn.................. 410 July beans.............. 11.45
Beans........cccueeee. 11.67 Wheat ......cceuveuenneee 4.92

Today in history

In 1876, Gen. George
Custer and his troops
were Kkilled in the Battle
of Little Big Horn.

In 2007, Dunkirk City
Council OK’d moving for-
ward with a grant appli-
cation for the construc-

tion of a new fire station
and base for Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service.
(The new facility was
constructed at its current
site on county road 400
South.)

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday

4 pm. — Portland
Board of Works execu-
tive session, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

SERVICES

Wednesday

Chaney, Anna: |l am,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Doss, Jennifer: 10 a.m., Wil-
son-Shook Funeral Home, 2048
N. 1000 West, Parker City..
Burchnell, James: 7 p.m,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

DENTAL

nsurance

Great coverage for retirees

Get your FREE
Information Kit

It's easy! Call today

1-844-244-7025

Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker added he
has heard concerns about
employees’ privacy.

“One of the biggest com-
plaint(s) that I heard was
from employees that we’re
spying on them, trying to
catch them doing some-
thing wrong,” he said.
“That’s not the purpose —
the purpose is for our liabil-
ity”

AKer pointed out the pol-
icy could benefit employees
in different situations, such
as false allegations.

“I've heard that same
complaint, too, it’s not that
we're trying to be ‘big
brother;’ it’s really for their
protection,” said Scheme-
naur.

Commissioner  Brian
McGalliard added that the
footage will only be
reviewed if there is an inci-
dent.

storms  on | low will be in|high of 85 |storms on | day. other| away in 1988. ) ] three great-great-grandchildren. of charge.
Wednesday | e md o f degrees. Saturday. wise, mostly Anna had worked in food services ~ She was preceded in death by 10 ~ They include the name, city of
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a member of New Beginnings Holi- Funeral services will be held on time/date/location of services.
ness Church. She enjoyed cooking Wednesday, June 26, at 11 a.m. in There is a charge for obituaries,
L tt = and crafting, and she was a Cincin- the Baird-Freeman Funeral Home which are accepted only from funer-
0 erles nati Reds and Indianapolis Colts fan. with Pastor Randy Smith presid- al homes or mortuary services.
Powerball 57-60-62-69-74-77-78 -
Estimated jackpot: $84  Cash 5: 13-16-32-33-41 o |c _
million Estimated jackpot: EEN EXPLORE
254 . . .
. $254,500 Continued from page 1 personnel policy, if an
Mega Millions Ohio The document also employee does not sign the ‘ A I HO I I(
Estimated jackpot: $97 Sunday includes a consent form for form, it’s documented that
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Hoosi Pick 3: 4-8-1 refuse, it says, their usage I® Susrf 0 sign it.) ted th
oosier Pick 4: 9-4-3-5 of county vehicles could be chemenaur moted the “ i 2
Sunday 1CK 2. . — recordings could help with What is Truth~
- Pick 5: 7-9-1-7-8 restricted. (Similar to other : ity
Midday ; L questions about liability in
. Evening consent forms within the ;
Daily Three: 2-8-3 Pick 3: 4-0-7 the future, such as with An informal discussion on the search for objective Truth in a
Daily Four: 7-4-7-5 Pick 4: 0-4-4-3 vehicle accidents. ]

world that seems to lack truth nearly everywhere,
with Fr. Peter Logsdon of the Catholic Churches of Jay and
Randolph County

e Considering Becoming Catholic?

e Want to Know More about the Catholic
faith?

e Just Curious or Interested in this topic?

HURS, June 27™

BUFFALO WINGS-N-RINGS in Portland @ 7:00 PM

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Productffeatures not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find 2
network provider, go to physiciansmutual com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in C0, NV, NY, VA - call 1-800-
969-47810r respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/8465, C250A/B438 (ID: C25410; PA: C254PAY; Insurance
Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).

6347

® THEINRUGURAL JAY COUNTY FAIR  °

PROCEEDS SUPPORT TERM REBISTRY
THE IRY COUNTY

FAIRGROUNDS

2

JUNE PORTLAND
2024 GOLF CLUB

HOLE-IN-ONE CONTEST
CHIP-IN CONTEST
50/50 DRAWING
ALCOHOL SOLD ON-SITE (WITH ID)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT BOARD MEMBER JOEY HALL
CALL 260.251.5559
OR VISIT WWW.JAYCOUNTYFAIR.COM
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Area farmer won landmark case

By HANK NUWER

This column is about an
ordinary Jay County
farmer who became a
hero to many American
farmers with marginal
operations prior to World
War II.

Among the hardest hit
by the Great Depression
were farmers, particular-
ly those with mortgages to
pay. That certainly was
the case with my mater-
nal grandfather, an immi-
grant from Poland, who
from 1919 on sold milk
from Jersey cows on his
rural New York State 80
acres.

The Great Depression
hit in 1929, and prices for
farm products skidded.
Worse, farmers contin-
ued to pay mortgage pay-
ments on land collapsed
in value.

Because times were
hard, many farmers also
overextended by purchas-
ing farm machinery that
sometimes went Kkaput

Far
From ,
Randolph
County §

even while
remained.

Alternatively, rather
than take on more debt,
farmers like my grandfa-
ther plowed the land with
horses and mules while I
trudged alongside him to
keep him company. I was 7
years old before he bought
his first tractor in 1952.

During the 72nd Con-
gress in 1932, some
amendments and resolu-
tions to the Bankruptcy
Law were introduced to
give farmers protection of
the courts.

Nonetheless, by 1938,
aged pioneer farmer and
widower James Madison
Wright of Jay County was

payments

tapped out after years of
filing lawsuits.

Union Central Life
Insurance foreclosed on
Wright’s mortgage notes.
The court of appeals sided
with the mortgage compa-
ny in two court cases.

Wright’s farm was
seized and sold in a sher-
iff’s sale.

The Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals affirmed
the foreclosure sale of
Wright’s 280-acre spread.
It looked like his case was
closed and lost forever.

Entering the picture
now was Hoosier attorney
Samuel Ellis Cook of
Huntington. He argued
that the seizure was
unconstitutional because
Wright had not been
allowed to keep his land
and to restructure his
debt under legislation
known as the Frazier-
Lemke Farm Moratorium
Law.

Cook, himself elderly
now with longish white

hair and beard, appealed
to the U.S. Supreme Court,
which agreed to take the
case. A son of a farmer
and home schooled, he
graduated with a law
degree from Valparaiso
University in 1888. He also
labored some years as a
schoolteacher, newspaper
editorial writer, judge
and, in 1923, an elected
Democrat to the 68th Con-
gress.

All told, Wright fought
United Central Life insur-
ance for eight years before
Cook prevailed, and the
Supreme Court over-
turned the lower court’s
decision in 1938.

The Supreme Court dur-
ing Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal era was
made up of Chief Justice
Charles Evans Hughes
and Associate Justices
Louis Brandeis, Willis
Van Devanter, James
Clark McReynolds,
George Sutherland, Owen
Roberts, Pierce Butler,

Harlan Fiske Stone and
Benjamin Cardozo.

Cardozo did not vote
because he had suffered a
heart attack and stroke
that ended his life on July
9, 1938.

The case attracted
national headlines, law
journal articles and much
praise from farmers
across the country who
now benefitted by restruc-
turing their debt instead
of losing all they worked
for at sheriff bargain
sales.

Sadly, Wright himself
was unable to get back his
forfeited land, but he did
have the satisfaction of
knowing his attorney had
won a landmark court case.

Wright died on Dec. 19,
1942. He was interred
alongside his late wife
Emma G. Wright at the
I,O.O.F. Cemetery at Pen-
nville following services
at Walnut Corner Friends
Church.

His attorney, Samuel

Ellis Cook, 85, died after a
week’s illness in Hunting-
ton on Feb. 22, 1946.

Just before the 83-year-
old Wright died of
bronchial pneumonia in
1942, the Muncie Star-
Press offered this praise:
“While Mr. Wright did not
succeed in redeeming his
farm, his two cases which
he won in the U.S.
Supreme Court, estab-
lished the rights of farm-
ers beyond question and
fixed the law so that thou-
sands of farmers in the
United States were able to
redeem and save their
farm homes.”

Incidentally, my grand-
father squeezed by on his
farm and eventually paid
off the mortgage.

Nuwer and his wife
Gosia live in Fairbanks,
Alaska, but keep up with
news about their former
Union City neighbors.

Alcoholic boylriend continues bad behavior

DEAR ABBY: I dated a guy
who hid from me the fact that
he was a severe alcoholic.
After I realized it, I continued
to date him, thinking it was
love when it wasn’t. Unfortu-
nately, after two years of dat-
ing, I became pregnant.

When I told him, he moved
back in with his mother in
another state. He doesn’t work,
won’t get a job and calls only
when he’s good and ready. He
has never paid any child sup-
port. He’ll call once every few

months and promise our now 4-
year-old daughter that he’s
coming to see her, but he never
has.

He saw her only twice when
she was a baby, and I had to

travel to him for both of those
visits. (He wasn’t there for her
birth, either.) My daughter
cries for him. He also has an
18-year-old daughter from a
previous relationship I found
out about only after I was preg-
nant. He abandoned her, too.

Should I cut off contact to
save my child from being sad
for a man she doesn’t even
know? — DISILLUSIONED IN
GEORGIA

DEAR DISILLUSIONED:
By all means, cease contact

with your sperm donor. You
have to concentrate on the
well-being of your daughter,
who understandably is
grieving the loss of a father
who abandoned her.

It was a mistake to allow
her deadbeat dad to talk to
her and make promises he
had no intention of keeping.
Do not allow that to contin-

ue.

Because the reason he
gives for not contributing to
child support is he doesn’t

work (are you SURE this is
true?), consider discussing
this sorry situation with a
lawyer. It might be worth
the money to pay for one
consultation.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as

Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or PO. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 8 a.m. on the
fourth Tuesday of each
month at  Richard’s
Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at

Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.
Open discussion for can-
cer patients, survivors,
family members or any-
one interested in helping
with the group. For more
information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260)
726-1844.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards

Restaurant. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each
month at Chalet Village
Health and Rehabilita-
tion in the North
Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES
— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

FAIR
SPECIAL

Our Jay County Fair special section will

be distributed in The Commercial Review
(Portland) and The News and Sun (Dunkirk)
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Elks event
served as
inspiration

To the editor:

June 14th was my second time
that I got to witness our local
Elks lodge hold their ceremony
of Flag Day.

The ceremony was the dedica-
tion to our American flag. Last
year, it was in front of the Elks;
this year, at Goodrich Brewery.

Thanks to Bryan Alexander
and his dedicated group who so
undoubtedly expressed their

7&"%@?'%””4%

feel_ings and
Hons abou: Letters to
what the flag m
means to

them, truly this is an inspira-
tion. This kind of heart-felt
embodiment as each and every
one of the speakers dared
express is not just an inspira-
tion — it is also the true embod-
iment of the American soul.
These brave individuals
reached out to show their love
by what they expressed about
their flag and their country.

It is truly a teacher to us all of
how we should all be influenc-
ing and impacting the people of
our community.

Thank you for recognizing
Flag Day.

Sincerely,
Mayor Jeff Westlake
Portland

Education is the key factor

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

Several readers objected to my
recent column about economic
illiteracy colliding with feelings
about today’s booming economy. I
was tempted to quote a pithy
bumper sticker about the rele-
vance of feelings, but this is a fam-
ily publication.

Instead, I'll simply say, your
emotions offer a poor epistemolog-
ical approach to understanding
macroeconomic fluctuations.

Nationwide, it is clear that the
U.S. economy is performing histor-
ically well. On every important
measure — employment, wages,
GDP, or wealth — the economy is
not just performing at record lev-
els, but outperforming the rest of
the world.

Robust national economic per-
formance has benefits for every
county and small town, but that
does not mean every place shares
equally in economic growth. There
are plenty of places that continue
to do poorly.

Many places are doing very, very
poorly.

There are two phenomena
around differences in economic
performance of states and coun-
ties. The first is that the gap is
growing. Rich places are getting
richer and poor places poorer. This
is in stark contrast to most of the
nation’s history, in which state and
local economies became more
alike rather than diverging in
wealth and opportunity.

The second phenomenon is a
growing political divide between
rich and poor places. This will
shock many folks, but poor places
are increasingly governed by
Republicans and rich places by
Democrats. The gap between rich
and poor places might help explain
the partisan differences in percep-
tions of the economy:

The regional differences are
compelling across dimensions of
rural and urban places, as well as
between cities and rural areas.

The rural-urban income gap is
more than 2% larger than it was a
decade ago, with rural workers
earning only 75 cents for every dol-
lar earned by urban workers. Poor
economic conditions in rural
America are nothing new, but they
aren’t fueled by national economic
conditions. Many of the problems
are related to state, rather than
national, conditions.

The 10 poorest rural areas are all
in solidly Republican states. Only

half of the 10 richest rural places
are in Republican states.

There is a rural-urban divide in
politics, with GOP-leaning rural
places doing worse than Democrat-
leaning urban places. There is also
a gap between the political lean-
ings of the poorest and richest
rural parts of each state that dis-
tinctly disfavors GOP states.

The GOP has a firm electoral
lock on poor, rural places. There is
considerable  evidence that
decades of ineffective state poli-
cies have helped immiserate rural
places in many states. But, again,
the political divides are newer
than the policy failings. So, which
party is responsible for those poor
policies will vary state by state.
Indiana is the median state in
terms of rural affluence.

We are a nation of city dwellers,
with 8 out of 10 Americans living
in metropolitan counties. The six
most affluent metro areas have per
capita incomes more than double
the rural county average. As with
rural places, there are big regional
divides in urban affluence.

Rich cities are mostly a blue-
state characteristic. Of the top 25
richest metro areas in the country,
as measured by per capita income,
only five are in solidly GOP states.
Three are in Texas and two in
Florida.

Only three of the 25 poorest
metro areas are in Democratic-
controlled states. California has
two of them and Michigan one.
The Chicago area, which includes
parts of Indiana, ranks 32nd and
Indianapolis is the 49th-richest
metropolitan area in the nation.

Indiana’s worst-performing city,
I am sad to report, is Muncie. It
ranks 353rd out of 385 in per capita
income. Poor cities are mostly a
red-state characteristic.

It is difficult to lay the blame for
worsening economic conditions at
the feet of one party or the other.
For the past 50 years, there was
considerable overlap in state poli-
cies, so conservative Democratic
states behaved a lot like more pro-
gressive Republican states in tax,

education and economic develop-
ment policy.

However, today there is a grow-
ing understanding that differences
in economic outcomes are mostly
connected to differences in educa-
tional attainment. Other factors,
like tax rates and tax structure, are
of declining importance.

I would go even farther in con-
cluding that differences in tax poli-
cies explain almost none of the dif-
ferences in affluence or growth.
That is a major departure from the
start of my career a quarter-centu-
ry ago. Today, differences in eco-
nomic conditions are almost exclu-
sively caused by the level of educa-
tion of residents.

This means the observed differ-
ences in economic conditions
across states seems likely to wors-
en. We are in the first extended
period of diverging educational
attainment in U.S. history. And
there is a very deep political divide
around education policy that
seems certain to exacerbate the
economic and political divide.

The 15 states that have seen the
biggest relative drop in education-
al attainment are all solidly Repub-
lican states — and poor. Indiana
ranks 10th on this list. The top 15
states are all solidly Democratic —
and affluent. This gap will worsen
as states with a large share of well-
educated adults are attracting
more, while states with a shortage
are losing them.

The US. remains firmly in a
long patch of strong economic per-
formance. But there are growing
differences between states and
within urban and rural places.
These differences are increasingly
connected to political affiliation,
which naturally fuels different per-
ceptions. It is not an excuse for get-
ting economic facts wrong.

The political realignment means
that we cannot give credit to
Democrats for creating wealth, or
the GOP for being more popular in
poor places. However, if we stum-
ble through another generation of
diverging educational attainment,
placing blame for diverging eco-
nomic performance will be easy.

Hicks is the director of the Center
for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of economics in the Miller Col-
lege of Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Treat other gun
violators like Bide

By NOLAN FINLEY
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

If Hunter Biden’s name
had been Jim Bob Jones
would he have been tried
and convicted for lying on
a federal firearms pur-
chase form?

In all honesty, I'd say
not.

The son of the president
is a political target of
Republicans hoping to tar
his father with the influ-
ence peddling schemes
that have made Hunter
Biden millions. The gun
charge was the surest
means to assure he
became the only presiden-
tial offspring in history to
be convicted of a felony.

The trial on tax evasion
charges that will come
later this year, while prom-
ising more salacious and
damaging testimony, are
less certain to deliver a
guilty verdict, and may
ultimately be avoided with
a plea deal.

The gun case was iron-
clad, as demonstrated by
the jury’s speedy return of
its verdict. But it doesn’t
change the fact that almost
no one else who does what
Hunter Biden did has
faced legal consequences.

The president’s son was
charged with three viola-
tions of federal law for fal-
sifying the form a purchas-
er must fill out before buy-
ing a gun. Hunter Biden
failed to disclose his drug
addiction, as required,
when he bought a hand-
gun from a Delaware deal-
er in 2018.

In 2019, 27 million back-
ground checks were done
on gun buyers. Of that
number, 478 individuals
were reported to federal
prosecutors for lying on
the form. And just 298
faced charges.

That puts Hunter Biden
in rare company and adds
credence to the claims that
his prosecution was at
least in part politically
motivated. But it doesn’t
mean he should not have
been charged. Just the
opposite — the other 180
violators should have been

in the courtroom with
him.

The federal law Hunter
Biden violated was cham-
pioned by his father when
he was in the Senate. It was
designed to help answer a
key concern of those advo-
cating for more responsible
gun policies: How to keep
firearms out of the hands
of those most likely to
abuse them.

Yet, like so many meas-
ures passed in response to
cries to “do something”
about guns, lax enforce-
ment has rendered the
screening form require-
ment largely useless.

In general, gun laws
aren’t aggressively
enforced. Remember that
Anthony McRae, the shoot-
er who Killed three stu-
dents on the Michigan
State University campus,
was previously arrested on
a felony gun charge that
would have prevented him
from purchasing a firearm.
He was allowed to plead
down to a misdemeanor.

A Republican-backed law
pending in Congress called
the Prosecuting Gun
Crimes Saves Lives Act
would prioritize the prose-
cution of those who illegal-
ly purchase guns. It’s gone
nowhere for lack of sup-
port by Democrats, who
keep pushing for more
restrictive laws that end up
being undermined by pro-
gressive or lazy prosecu-
tors.

On the day his son was
convicted, President Joe
Biden attended an anti-gun
rally calling for even more
gun laws.

Hunter Biden may not
have been treated the same
as others who violated the
screening law. But all
future violators should be
treated the same as Hunter
Biden.
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Ribbon cutting

Jay County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week for Sweet T's Creations. The dessert shop is located at 2 W.

Photo provided

I&M submits energy generation plans

Indiana Michigan Power on
Friday announced that it has
filed plans with state regulators
for additional energy genera-
tion resources.

The plans submitted to the
Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission include Indiana
Michigan Power utilizing
Lawrenceburg Natural Gas,
Hoosier Line Solar, Elkhart
County Solar and Meadow Lake
IV Wind. Combined, they have
the capacity to generate nearly
1,000 megawatts.

“I&M’s commitment to devel-
oping a robust, diverse energy
portfolio highlights our focus to
appropriately balance reliabili-
ty, environmental sustainability
and affordability while allow-
ing us to best fulfill the needs of
our customers,” said Steve
Baker, I&M president and chief
operating officer , in a press
release.

The company will purchase
the power from the independ-
ently operated wind and solar
facilities. It will purchase the
capacity from the existing natu-
ral gas facility near Lawrence-
burg.

The plans are part of Indiana
Michigan Power’s effort to
retire its coal-fueled facility in
Rockport in 2028.

Celebrating Cash

Penn  Township  Public
Library has announced the
retirement of librarian Brenda
Cash.

Cash’s last day at the library
will be Thursday. She has been
the librarian for 17 years.

Business
roundup

An open house to celebrate
Cash’s career is scheduled for 2
to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 29 at
Pennville Community Center,
210 S. Union St.

Facility unveiled

Ball State University recently
unveiled its new Betsy M. Ross
Sports Link Studio.

Part of the College of Com-
munication, Information and
Media, the studio will be part
of the Sports Link program. It
is named for Ross, who graduat-
ed from BSU and went on to
work as a weekend anchor for
ESPN’s “SportsCenter” as well
as at the South Bend Tribune
and WLWT TV in Cincinnati
before launching GameDay
Communications.

“Through her professional
and civic accomplishments,
Betsy has illustrated what we
desire for all of our students:
that the excellent education
they have received at Ball State
will prepare them to have ful-
filling careers and to lead mean-
ingful lives,” said Ball State
president Geoffrey S. Mearns in
a press release. “Betsy, you are a
role model for our students.
Today we honor your many
accomplishments, and we
express our gratitude to you for

all the ways in which your con-
tributions have made an impact
on our University.”

Paxton purchases

Paxton Media Group last
week announced the purchase
of the Kernersville News.

The company purchased the
paper, also known as Carter
Publishing Company, It now
owns 15 daily publications in
North Carolina.

Paxton, which is based in
Kentucky, owns 14 daily news-
papers in Indiana, including
The Courier-Times (New Cas-
tle), The Chronicle-Tribune
(Marion), the Huntington Her-
ald Press and the Connersville
News-Examiner.

IDDC awarded

The Association of Marketing
and Communication Profes-
sionals recently awarded Indi-
ana Destination Development
Corporation with a Gold VIDDY
Award for its Home Again IN
Indiana campaign.

The awards (formerly the
Videographer Awards) recog-
nize outstanding achievements
in video and digital production.
Indiana Destination Develop-
ment Corporation, in partner-
ship with Indiana Association
of Realtors, earned its award
from a field of more than 2,500
entries.

"The success of the Home
Again IN Indiana campaign
highlights the strong connec-
tion Hoosiers have with their
roots," said Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch in a press release. "We

are incredibly proud of this
achievement and are thrilled to
have welcomed these Hoosiers
back home."

Courses offered

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce will offer a pair of OSHA
general compliance courses in
August.

A 10-hour course will be held
Aug. 20 and 21. A 30-hour
course will run Aug. 20 through
23. The courses will result in
two to four credits toward Safe-
ty Compliance Specialist Cer-
tificates.

The chamber is also offering
a Safety Leadership Principles
seminar Sept. 19 and 20 in Indi-
anapolis. The seminar will
focus on helping attendees
improve their skills related to
worksite analysis, accident
investigation, the impact of
stress on safety, key perform-
ance indicators and employee
involvement.

For more information, call or
email (800) 824-6885 or
events@indianachamber.com.

New meal

McDonald’s has added a $5
Meal Deal to its menu.

The new menu item features a
McDouble or McChicken sand-

wich, small fry, four-piece
Chicken McNuggets and small
drink for $5.

“We heard our fans loud and
clear — they’re looking for even
more great value from us, and
this summer that’s exactly what
they’ll get,” said Joe Erlinger,
president of McDonald’s USA,

in a press release. “Value has
always been part of our DNA.
We're focused on living up to
that legacy and offering deli-
cious, affordable options cus-
tomers can enjoy any time they
walk through our doors, go
through our drive thru or place
an order through our app.”
McDonald’s is also offering a
free medium fry on Fridays
with a minimum $1 purchase
and will be giving away free
fries Saturday, July 13, for
National French Fry Day.

Named SVP

Dollar General Corporation
last week announced Tony
Rogers as its new senior vice
president and chief marketing
officer.

Rogers most recently served
as chief marketing officer for
Signet Jewelers. He previously
worked as chief marketing offi-
cer for Walmart.

“l am excited to welcome
Tony to Dollar General,” said
Emily Taylor, Dollar General
executive vice president and
chief merchandising officer, in
a press release. “His proven
ability to drive innovative per-
sonalized marketing strategies
that enhance brand positioning,
connect with consumers, and
drive growth will elevate our
customer engagement and sup-
port our key initiatives here at
Dollar General.”

Does your business have news
to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included
in our weekly business roundup.

Local %

Businesses

h /4 A

Services

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

Hopkins Repair,
LLC

Auto & light truck repair

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Prevention
Coalition

Brigade

You’re safer
with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,
Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman

Williams

Portland, IN

This local business listing runs

$25, or $50.

4 times a month with packages of either

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

8-5:30 Mon-Fri,

Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001

Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

Closed Sat & Sun.

www.williamsautoparts.com

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com
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GABBARD FENCE
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“SINCE 1969”
rgfence @yahoo.com

Little JJ’s

Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

(765) 546-8801

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Auto Sales & Senvice, Tue.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

ADD THAT TO THE
TITLEAND THE REST
OF YOUR REPORT
WON'T BE
NECESSARY

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
'.'t, Von Schrader Dry
” ! Foam Cleaning

\ For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Green Seal® V' Commersal

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

A & S Building
Construction, LLC

All Types of
construction
New Homes,

Remodeling, |,
Roofing, Siding

Garages, Barns,
Concrete work , Basement &
Foundation Replacement

260-341-3023

A question of probabilities

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
4AQ103
vi4
$1083
*A Q106
WEST
AJ9743

YAKQI0963

$652

&72
The bidding:
South  West
iv Pass iv
Opening lead — diamond queen.

In the ahsence of any hard evi-
dence to the contrary, declarer does
best in the long run to stick reli-
giously (0 percenlages. Occasion-
ally the percentage play will turn
out wrong, and the anti-percentage
play will turn out right, but if
declarer wants to do well over the
long haul, he will surely do better
by playing the percentages rather
than by not playing them.
Take this case where West leads

the queen of diamonds, which

North  East

holds, and continues with a dia-
mond. East cashes the A-K and
shifts to a trump. How should
declarer proceed from this point?

Having lost the first three tricks, it
appears South must decide whether
Lo attempt a spade [inesse or a club
finesse m order to avoid losing a
club trick. Each finesse has an even
chance of winning, so it might
seem natural to settle the matter by
mentally tossing a coin. But there is
much more to the situation than at
first meets the eye, and there is a
way [or declarer to add signifi-
cantly to his chances.

The correct approach is to win the
trump return with the nine, lead a
spade Lo the ace and rufl’ a spade,
South then crosses to the jack of
trump and rufls the len of spades.
As it happens, the king falls on the
ten, and declarer makes four hearts
without having to risk a finessc.

If South stakes the outcome
strictly on a [inesse in either black
suit, he has only a 50% chance of
succeeding. But 1f he first tries to
drop the king of spades by ruffing
one or two rounds of the suit, he
increases his chances considerably,
since he still has the 50% chance of
winning a club finesse in reserve if
the spade king does not [all.

Tomorrow: A not-so-innocent mistake.
©2024 King [eatures Syndicate Ine,
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: VERY BIG MAMMAL
THAT IS DRESSING UP IN A TIE-DYED T-SHIRT
AND LOVE BEADS: A HIPPIE-POTAMUS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals P

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to

ACROSS 32 Bill- 52 Calif. 11 You love tell us. Call before 12:00
1 John boards clock (Lat.) pm for corrections. The
Irving 33 Top- seting 16 Guided =~ Commercial Review, 309
hero secret 53 Feeder 20 Libertine W Main, Portland, Indi-
5Auction 35 Squeezes filer 21 °‘Nopel’  2na 260-726-8141.
action (out) 22 Bistro 60 SERVICES
8“—boy!” 36 Alsace DOWN handout
12“The assents  1Solidify 23 Cushions AMISH CONSTRUC-
Time 37 Aspara-  2Inthe 24 Army TION CREW Building
Machine"  gus unit style of bigwigs gz";’a g ei, Pro‘i?o%'zl'rﬂg;
people 38 Fanta- 3 Darling 26 Healthy Roofing, siding, win-
13 Aussie sized of base- dessert  dows, ect. Call 567-279-
hopper 41 Kung — ball 27 Yard 2591
14 Former chicken 4 Pooh's tool J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Chicago 42 Bring up pal 28 Classic & ROOFING LLC. Amish
mayor 43 Curly- 5 Muffin theaters crew. Custom  built
Emanuel tailed dog  choice 29 Cold War homes, new garages,
15Chinese- 48 Pismires 6 Charged  initials ﬁg're rté";‘; ol 'I?r:g”odriyi’l‘:ﬁ'
bam 49 Boom bit ) 31 Pal windows, dooré, siding:
concert times 7Canine  34Raspy  r50fing,  foundations.
pianist 50 Roll call 8 “Bow- 35 Geo- 260-726-5062, leave
17 Beagle’s reply wow!” logical message.
bane 51 Audio 9 Body periods “SEAMSTRESS NAN”
18 Actor equip- powder 37 Cutting HOMEMADE Sewing
Cariou ment 10 Biblical tool and Alterations, Quilts,
19 Wee brand pronoun 38 Sans ?ﬁ)%ﬁia”ketshgﬁmﬁgv
N - - Pt
. Solution time: 22 mins. . 9 Orders, Wedding & Prom
strike? s oty Gowns. 260.766.9334
L e[| 40Dner  GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
dude R|A sign SON Construction- Spe-
25 Passion olv/ 41Blog cializing in standing
26 Frilly Y entry seam metal roofs. When
omamen- A1t 2! 44 S0me guaﬂté' Eounts, Count
4 i n . compan ou
10 tgflélr?r? s E Q 45 ngers can trust. Memtr:er )c,)f);he
BBB. New Installation
gon- ' preceder  ang repairs. Call Rodney
junction ﬂ 46 Mine Thornbury, owner 765-
31 Wooden 5 matter 509-0191
box Yesterday’s answer 6-25 H Many 100 JOBS WANTED
9 [10 11

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

N Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
24809.

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141
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Box score

Portland Rockets
vs. Fort Wayne Renegades

LOB — Renegades 5, Rockets 4.
2B — Renegades 1 (Massing),
Rockets 1 (Coffey). 3B — Rockets
1 (McEldowney). HR — Rockets 1
(Gleason). SB — Rockets 1 (Cof-
fey).

IP H
Renegades
Layson 6 8

R ER BB SO
3 3 1 3
Rockets

Reynolds 5
McEldwny 2

owm
or
oo
N
SN

Split ...

Continued from page 8
McEldowney then came

Renegades . - in from center field to toss
ab 1 i . e

Sewell ss 32 0 0 0 the final two innings and

Massing If 3 0 3 0 secure the save. He also

32:5;:‘;;" g 8 é 8 provided a spark with his

Berwick 3b 30 0 0 bat, as his. RBI triple in

gz;\ysorg P g 2 2 8 the third inning started
romberg :

lanacelli I > 0 0 o the scoring for the Rock-

Esepest 2b 2 0 0 1 ets.

Totals 24 1 5 1 Two more runs came in

Rockets (7-9) . - ;Ehe flf’;h . 1(111n1fr%g. 't};he

ab i rame started off with a

Coffey ss 2 1 2 1

McEldowney of 3 0 2 1 solo'home run by catcher

Smith If 2 0 0 0 Gavin Gleason, off of Ty
Young pr 0 0 00 Layson, who is Gleason’s

e DS tea%nme’lte at Manchester

Caldwell dh 2 0 0 0 University. (Joel Kennedy,

R S Crosby Heniser and Jared

Gleason ¢ 2 1 1 1 Holley of the Rockets also

Ridgway rf 2 1 2 0

Aot 25279 plaifled fg}li Manchesteg

Totals 25 3 8 3 wit eason an

Renegades 000 010 0—1 Layson.)

enegades — “ sigs

Rockets 001 020 X—3 For me, hitting has

been a little bit of a strug-
gle lately but that’s base-
ball,” Gleason said. “It felt
good to finally get a home
run out here and just got
to build on that and stay
positive.”

The final run scored via
double by Coffey to drive
in Vasin Ridgeway later in
the inning.

In the second game on

Saturday, the Rockets
entered the bottom half of
the fourth inning tied at 1-
1 after Cade Meade drove
in a run in the third and
an error got Joel Deakins
across in the top of the
fourth.

Single by Landon
Rogers and Trey Pullins
put a pair of runners on
for Coffey, who blasted a
three-run home run to
deep center field to take a
4-1 lead. That lead didn’t
last due to key mistakes.

“Coffey hits a monster
... and we’re ahead 4-1 and
we can’t close the deal
with that makeshift unit
they have?” Miller said.
“We should tip the hat.
But, our whole thing
today was ‘no matter
who’s doing what, do your
job.” We did not execute
that.”

The Renegades took a 5-
4 lead in the top of the
fifth on with four
unearned runs. An error
by Blake Caldwell at third
base allowed the first run
to score, and three more
came around before the
final out could be made.

The sixth inning opened
with an error by Rogers in
left field and another by
Caldwell at third. Donavin
Massing then laid down a
bunt that the Rockets
allowed to roll for a single
as Caldwell went to cover
third and Connor Young
didn’t come off the mound
hard enough for the ball.

The first run scored on
apassed ball and the other
two came as the result of a
blooping fly ball that land-
ed between Rogers and
Coffey in shallow left field
to give Fort Wayne an 8-5
advantage. None of the
Renegades’ runs were
earned in the game.

“The plays were indica-
tive of a hot, tired ball-
club,” Miller said. “We
were that and I think
we’re better than that.”

The only other runs for
Portland came on a single
by Caldwell in the fifth
and a sacrifice fly by
Ridgeway in the seventh.

Offense was in short
order in the first game
against the Jackers as
well. An error in the first
inning and a double by

Gleason in the fifth gave
the Rockets two runs, but
despite five more hits,
they couldn’t scratch any
more across.

Fort Wayne got a pair of
runs off of Mitch Waters
on a walk and a trio of
singles in the fourth
inning. A single and two
more walks loaded the
bases in the sixth before
the second hit of the
inning drove in the win-
ning run against Waters
in the 3-2 loss.

The Rockets flipped the
script in the second game,
picking off the Renegades
in a one-run victory.

Portland rattled off four
runs in the fourth inning
on singles by McEI-
downey and Meade and a
sacrifice fly by Garrison
Brege.

McEldwoney also deliv-
ered the winning run with
a base hit in the fifth to
drive home Pullins.

The Jackers scored four
runs off of Holey — three
in the fourth and one in
the fifth - but it wasn’t
enough to secure the
sweep.

Box score

Portland Rockets
vs. Fort Wayne Renegades

Renegades

ab r h bi
Sewell ss 5 2 2 0
Massing If 3 2 1 0
Layson 2b 4 2 1 0
Keating ¢ 31 0 O
Deakins cf 4 1 2 2
Berwick 3b 4 1 0 O
lanacelli rf 4 0 1 3
Stromberg p 4 0 0 O
Espeset 1b 2 0 0 O
Totals 33 9 7 5
Rockets (7-10)

ab r h i
Coffey ss 3 1 2 3
Gleason ¢ 3 0 0 O
Meade 2b 4 1 2 0
Kennedy 1b 3 1 1 0
Caldwell 3b 2 0 1 o0
Rogers If 4 1 1 1
Ridgway cf 3 0 0 1
Pullins ¢ 4 0 2 O

Young cr 0O 1 0 O

Dunlavy p 4 0 0 O
Totals 30 5 9 5
Renegades 000 143 0—8
Rockets 001 310 1—7

LOB — Renegades 9, Rockets 9.
2B — Renegades 3 (Sewell,
Deakins, lanacelli), Rockets 3 (Cof-
fey, Meade, Kennedy). HR — Rock-
ets 1 (Coffey). SB — Renegades 1
(lanacelli), Rockets 1 (Coffey).

IP HR
Renegades
Stromberg5 7 5 4 2 6
Espeset 2 2 1 1 2 3

ER BB SO

Rockets

Dunlavy 42 4 5 0 4 4
Young 112 3 0 0O O
Ridgway 1 1 0 0 1 2

Scheffler ...

Continued from page 8

Scheffler’s victories include
the Masters and the Players
Championship. He becomes the
first PGA Tour golfer to achieve
six wins in a season since Tiger
Woods in 2009 and the first tour
golfer to have six victories
before July since Arnold Palmer
in 1962.

“Yeah, it’s pretty special. It’s
been a great season. I've been
fortunate to come away with
some wins and it’s been a lot of
fun,” Scheffler said.

The final hole of regulation
was marred by protesters from
Extinction Rebellion running
onto the green with what
appeared to be yellow and red
powder spray, halting play for
several minutes.

“When something like that
happens, you don’t really know
what’s happening, so it can kind
of rattle you a little bit, just
because there’s people running
around the green and there’s
police officers running around
the green and you don’t know if
they’re peaceful, you don’t know
what they’re doing, you have no
idea what’s going on, so it can be

‘Yeah, it was a lot to go with. Who
prepares for someone, for four
people to run with, I don’t know
what they had, but they left a lot
of marks on the greens, which is
not right for us players, especially
when two guys are trying to win a
golf tournament.’

a bit stressful,” Scheffler said.
“That can be a stressful situa-
tion and you would hate for the
tournament to end on some-
thing weird happening because
of a situation like that, and so I
felt like Tom and I both tried to
calm each other down so we
could give it our best shot there
on 18.”

Scheffler and Kim are friends.
Earlier in the week, they went to

Sports on tap

—Tom Kim

Sally’s Apizza for a birthday cel-
ebration: they share the same
birthday, June 21. Kim turned
22, Scheffler 28.

Kim, who had been the solo
leader in each of the first three
rounds, nearly holed his
approach on the 18th hole for
eagle. It spun back to about 12
feet.

After the delay, and after
Scheffler just missed his birdie

attempt that would have won the
tournament, Kim knocked in a
birdie to force the playoff.

“I thought it was a little closer
than 10, 12 feet. I thought it was,
like, a tap-in. But I'm sure that it
would have spun back,” Kim
said. “Yeah, it was a lot to go
with. Who prepares for some-
one, for four people to run with,
I don’t know what they had, but
they left a lot of marks on the
greens, which is not right for us
players, especially when two
guys are trying to win a golf
tournament.”

Because of damage around
the cup on the 18th hole, the hole
location was moved about 25-30
feet closer to the front of the
green. While Scheffler was able
to hit his approach on the green,
Kim hit his in the right front
bunker.

Kim’s ball plugged. His third
shot left him a long attempt for
par, which he missed. Then
Scheffler lagged his ball up close
for the tap-in par.

“I needed to smash another
wedge and the wind died as soon
as I hit it and when the wind
dies and you don’t hit it perfect,

it’s going to be short and I got
penalized by leaving it in the
bunker in a deep plug,” Kim
said.

Scheffler and Kim tied at 22-
under-par 258, one shy of the
tournament scoring record set
by champion Keegan Bradley
last year.

With the $3.6 million winner’s
check, Scheffler surpassed $27
million in earnings this year
alone. Although it was his first
victory at TPC River Highlands,
it was the fourth win for his cad-
die here in Cromwell: Ted Scott
won three titles with Bubba
Watson (2010, 2015 and 2018).

Five golfers were tied for the
lead at one point, including both
Scheffler and Kim. Scheffler
birdied holes 13 through 15, the
birdie at 14 giving him the out-
right lead. Scheffler remained
the leader until Kim’s final putt
in regulation.

Tom Hoge and Sungjae Im
tied for third place at 20-under,
two shots behind Scheffler and
Kim. Patrick Cantlay, Justin
Thomas, Tony Finau and
Akshay Bhatia tied for fifth at
18-under.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County summer swim team at
Wells Community — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery ACME baseball vs. St.
Henry — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery Eels swim team vs.
St. Henry — 6:30 p.m.

Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne
Blues — 1 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Recovery ACME baseball at
Fort Loramie — 6 p.m.
Portland Rockets at Northeast

TV sports
Today

12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Poland vs. France (FOX)

12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Austria vs. Netherlands
(FS1)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Slovenia vs. England (FOX)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Serbia vs. Denmark (FS1)

6 p.m. — Copa America soccer:
Canada vs. Peru (FS1)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates
at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees
at New York Mets (TBS)

Argentina vs. Chile (FS1)

Wednesday

12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Belgium vs. Ukraine (FOX)

12 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Romania vs. Slovakia
(FS1)

1:10 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates
at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Portugal vs. Georgia (FOX)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship 2024: Turkiye vs. Czechia (FS1)

6 p.m. — Copa America soccer:
Jamaica vs. Ecuador (FS1)

St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Copa America soccer: Mex-
ico vs. Venezuela (FS1)

Local notes
Soccer camp announced

The Jay County High School boys and
girls soccer teams will hold a youth soccer
camp July 29-31.

The camp is for kids going into first
grade up to eighth grade. It will be held
from 5-6:30 p.m. at the old soccer field
behind the baseball diamond.

Admission is $30 per child and each
additional child from the same household
will cost only $20.

kimuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us or
rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school
front office by July 12th.

Meet booked

The Jay County Chamber Classic golf
outing is set for Friday, July 19, at Portland
Golf Club.

The deadline to register is July 10, and
it's limited to 20 teams. Awards of $400,
$200 and $100 will be given out to first,
second and third place, respectively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at
10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycounty-

Date set

The 42nd annual Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf
Tournament is set to take place on July
22 at Turtle Creek Golf Course in
Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For additional information or an
entry form call (937) 548-9960 or
email director@cadcinfo.org.

To have an event listed in “Sports on

Kekiongas — 7 p.m.

SsmMn——am<oP>
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Review
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726-8141

9 p.m. — Copa America soccer:

8 p.m. — NBA draft (ESPN)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at To sign up visit  chamber.com.
https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For more infor- For more information call (260) 726-
mation, email 4481

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT 250 PUBLIC NOTICE
REDKEY POLICE LEASE SPACE avail- . .
DEPARTMENT s able. Codwater, oH. Public Notice
accepting applications Manufacturing, ware- STATE OF INDIANA
for Full time Deputy Mar- housing, assembly, dis- COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
shal. Must have High tribution, offices, inside INTHEJAY CIRCUIT COURT
School diploma or GED. and outdoor storage. PROBATE DIVISION
Applications may be Easy access to major 3800?220%:1;360003
picked up at Redkey highways and railroad IN THE MATTER OF THE
Town Hall. Applications access with loading SUPERVISED ESTATE OF
must be turned in before docks and overhead FRANCIS H. HALL,
July 15th, 2024. cranes available. Con- NOTIC]:Z)ggFé%i]?S%VISED

tact Sycamore Group,

130 MISC. FOR SALE  419-678-5318, INTHE CIROUTE COURT OF

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x307,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

THE
CLASSFIEDS
Find it
Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

JAY COUNTY, INDIANA.

In the matter of the Estate of
Francis H. Hall, deceased.
Estate Docket:
38C01-2404-ES-000003
Notice is hereby given that on
June 5, 2024, Stacy L. McGuyre
was appointed the Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Francis H. Hall, deceased, who
died intestate on the 21st day of
January, 2024, a resident of Jay

County, Indiana.
All persons who have claims
against this Estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this June 5, 2024.
Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
Probate Division
Stacy L. McGuyre, 1.D. #31064-
32
Attorney at Law
2028 N. Park Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Tel No.: (317) 965-0407
stacymcguyre@gmail.com

CR 6-18,25-2024- HSPAXLP

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR

$695

GET ONE FOR

$350

Birthdays,
Anniversaries,

Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,

and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY

Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
in The Commercial Review
CALL

726-8141




Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Page 8

Sports

www.thecr.com

FR ACME baseball
hosts St. Henry today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Weekend split

Portland Rockets split on Saturday and Sunday in close games

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

Unable to take advantage of
runners in scoring position earli-
er in the game, Aidyn Coffey took
an aggressive lead at second base
to try and make something hap-
pen.

“Aidyn, I gotchu,” Noah McEI-
downey shouted from the plate to
communicate that Coffey didn’t
need to risk getting picked off.

One pitch later McEldowney
made good on his word and deliv-
ered an RBI triple to right-center
field to get the Rockets on the
board.

Overall, that’s how the week-
end went for the Rockets — some
crucial mistakes and some major
bailouts.

The Portland Rockets split a
pair of double headers to finish 2-
2 over the weekend against two
Fort Wayne Teams. They opened
the weekend up with a 3-1 victory
over the Renegades on Saturday
before errors crippled them in an
8-6 loss. On Sunday, the Rockets
dropped the first game to the
Jackers 3-2 before finishing the
weekend with a 5-4 win.

Tyler Reynolds and McEl-
downey carried the Rockets (8-11)
to Saturday’s win with strong per-
formances on the mound.

“Tyler did his job and then
McEldowney came in and it was a
good lefty, righty slant, change of
pace,” said Rockets manager
Randy Miller. “One guy throws a
little speedier ball and it looked
like we had a plan and executed
it.”

Reynolds started the game on
the mound, only giving up one
unearned run in the fifth inning
after a pair of errors and a sacri-
fice fly Four punchouts did
enough to slow the Renegades
down to earn Reynolds the win.

See Split page 7 second game 8-6.

Portland’s Largest Selection of

FRESH CUT
» QUOLITY MEQ

QOWERD WINNING MEQTS

While supplies last, no rain checks

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

Ground 19 | Boneless 5369
Round > § Pork Chops °
Ribs $ ?bg

Cube 39
Steaks Ib

Prime to Choice Country Style
Ribeyes Sausage
Patties $ ig

1 Ib frozen pkgs,

1 4 patties to a Ib

American Cheese SHICeS ..........oooeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $3.99/Ib

From Fisher’s Smokehouse

Luncheon Loaf ............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiii e $3.99/Ib
Peppered Luncheon Loaf...............ccccoeieiiiiiic $3.99/Ib
Ring BOIOgNa ..........oooiiiiiiiiiee e $2.99/Ib

10 Ib Case 3 Ib Case

Bacon Ends & Pieces Bacon Ends & Pieces
$1.69/Ib $1.99/1b
*while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

Call your orler In today!

Freezer bunclles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most popular cuts of meat in

quantities small enough to not crowal your fregzer or cramp your buaget.
Save time anal enerqy with call ahead ordlering and! have your oroler reaaly £o go when you arrive,

www.fishermeats.com

The Commermal Rewew/Andrew Balko

Third baseman Landon Rogers of the Portland Rockets tags out Johnny Sewell of the Fort Wayne Renegades during
the first game of the of the weekend. The Rockets won the game 3-1 to start off the weekend Saturday before dropping the

Kaehr leads Hornets

The fifth week of soccer
yielded low scores and a
plethora of players who
found the goal once.

The Stinger division
boasted one of only two
players who scored twice
for their team on the day.

Ian Kaehr’s two goals
made him the only player
from the Pennville Soccer
Club Stinger division with
a multi-goal day as he led
the Patriot Sportswear Hor-
nets to victory on Saturday.

Kaehr scored twice,
while Raelyn McClain
added one goal to push the
Hornets past the AgBest
Express Bees 3-0.

The Bees also fell in a
close matchup with the A
Place to Grow Wasps later
in the day 1-0. Kenna Pen-
rod put home the only goal
in the victory. Penrod now
sits two goals behind Mabel
Leonhard, the division
leader.

The Hornets finish atop
the division with 13 points
as the regular season
comes to a close. The
Wasps’ 10 points made
them the runners-up, while
the Bees finished in third
place with three.

The league tournament
is set for June 29.

Meteors win
Neymar Carreno and

Local
roundup

Liam Phipps lead the Bro
Shadow Meteors to a 2-0
victory on Saturday and a
perfect record to claim the
top spot in the Pennville
Soccer Club Space division.
Carreno and Phipps each
scored one goal against the
Dave’s Heating and Cooling
Asteroids to give the Mete-
ors a final record of 6-0-0.
The Asteroids, Vinson
Rental Properties Galaxy
and Ohio Valley Gas Stars
all finished 2-2-2 to tie for
second place and the New
Beginnings Holiness
Church Rockets brought up
the rear with zero points.
The Galaxy and the Stars
beat the Rockets 3-0 and 1-0
respectively on Saturday.
Carter Love, Calvin
Minch and Alexandria Vin-
son scored for the Galaxy,
while Madalyn Malyska
accounted for the Stars’
lone goal.

Cougars split

Despite being the divi-
sion leader in goals, Lyle
Beiswanger was only able

1 to top of Stinger division

to lead the Portland Insur-
ance Cougars to a split in
the final week of the regu-
lar season of Pennville Soc-
cer Club Wildcat division
play.

Beiswanger’s first goal of
the day came as part of a 1-
0 victory over the Penrod
Monument Jaguars.

Later in the day, he
scored again to make him
one of two players to score
more than one goal over the
weekend, but the WPGW
Lions still defeated the
Cougars 2-1. Charlee Peters
and Jade Westgerdes both
found the goal for the Lions.

Five players scored in the
middle game of the day, as
the POET Biorefining
Cheetahs beat the Pennville
General Store Tigers 3-2.

Gage Heckman, Jax
McClain and Liam Thomp-
son got the ball past the
goalie for the Cheetahs,
while the Tigers’ goals
came from Blake Jellison
and Kyland Teegarden.

The Lions finished in
first place for the league
with 16 points. The Jaguars
and Tigers both tied with
seven to finish as the run-
ners-up, while the Cougars
placed fourth, just one
point short of the other two
teams. The Cheetahs
rounded out the standings
with five points.

Scottie Scheffler wins
Travelers Championship

By JOE MORELLI
The Middletown Press (Conn.)
Tribune News Service

CROMWELL — The Sunday shootout
anticipated for the final round of the
Travelers Championship delivered.

There was even more drama than
golf on the 18th green at TPC River
Highlands when protesters stormed the
green, halting play for several minutes.

The drama switched back to golf and
Tom Kim forced a sudden death playoff
with Scottie Scheffler. But the tourna-
ment favorite only solidified his hold
on the No. 1 world rankings, making
par on the first playoff hole to defeat

Kim and win the tournament champi-

onship.

“So in terms of playing through the

season, I try not to look too far into the
past or look too far into the future. I've
been very fortunate to come away with
some wins this year and it’s been fun,”
Scheffler said. “It was a lot of hard work
paying off, and so very grateful to have
some trophies to kind of show for it.”

It’s the sixth victory of the year for
Scheffler and his fourth Signature Event
win. The Travelers Championship is the
final of eight Signature Events on the
PGA Tour schedule.

See Scheffler page 7



