
The Commercial Review
Wednesday, June 26, 2024

Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  82 degrees Monday. The
low was 60.

There is a chance for rain
tonight with a low of  60. Expect

mostly sunny skies Thursday
with a high of  80. Highs will stay
in the 80s through the weekend.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Jay County Commissioners
and Jay County Council are
meeting in a joint session at 6
p.m. tonight in the auditorium
at Jay County Courthouse for
additional discussion about
emergency radios.

Thursday — Results from
the Portland Rockets game
against the Fort Wayne Blues.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County commis-
sioners/council joint session.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS Summer Swim
Team’s meet against Catalina.

Weather In review Coming up
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Mural complete,
projects planned

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The new mural on the Commerce Street side of the Dunkirk city building is complete. Painted by Indiana artist
Pam Bliss, who also did the Glass Capital of Indiana mural a half a block away, it features the original Dunkirk High
School, the second Dunkirk High School built in 1921 and Sutton Elementary School.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — A project to
spruce up the outside of  the
city building is complete.

More upgrades to the facility
are on the way.

Dunkirk City Council heard
updates Monday regarding var-
ious projects completed and
pending for the city building.

Mayor Jack Robbins reported

that the mural, painted by
artist Pam Bliss, on the Com-
merce Street side of  the city
building is complete. It features
three former Dunkirk schools
and the Dunkirk Speedcats
logo.

He also told council members
Jesse Bivens, Christy Curts,
Dan Watson and Donna Revolt,
absent Randy Murphy, that
Jerry Brooks will begin paint-

ing the interior of  the building
will begin Thursday. The work
will progress room by room and
the facility will stay open dur-
ing the work.

Robbins also noted that:
•He expects to get a quote

from Green Construction for a
new front door for the city
building.

•City officials met with an
information technology profes-

sional regarding installing cam-
eras and microphones in the
council chambers. He said plans
are to get at least two quotes for
the work. (State law requires
that government meetings be
livestreamed and recorded
beginning July 1, 2025.)

•He plans to seek quotes for
new carpet for the city build-
ing.

See Projects page 2

Logo featured, more painting planned

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Pageant angels
Inara Sanderson (left) and McKenna Vore strike a

“Charlie’s Angels” pose Sunday night during a performance by the
2024 Miss Jay County Fair Queen contestants and 2023 court
during the pageant at Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s nine U.S.
House members received a
combined $199,332 in reim-
bursements for lodging,
meals and incidentals in
2023 as part of  a new pro-
gram that allows federal
lawmakers to recoup
expenses without provid-
ing receipts. 

The U.S. House Select
Committee on the Mod-
ernization of  Congress
approved the program in
2022. It is considered an
alternative to representa-
tives giving themselves a
raise and aims to encour-
age more people to run for
office, according to the
committee’s December
2022 report. House mem-
bers receive a base salary
of  $174,000. 

The committee also said
in its report that there
should be “reasonable
reimbursement limits,”

ethics requirements and
that the process should be
transparent to the public,
but did not specify how to
achieve these goals. 

The reimbursements
aim to help representa-
tives cover the costs of  liv-
ing and maintaining
households in both their
home district and in D.C.
However, the program
does not require members
to keep and submit
receipts of  the specific
expenses, so it is unclear
exactly when the expenses
occurred and what they
covered. 

According to a Washing-
ton Post database of  the
2023 reimbursements, the
328 House of  Representa-
tives members who report-
ed reimbursements
received $5.8 million
under the program. Repre-
sentatives received an
average reimbursement
around $18,000. 

See Reps page 2

Indiana’s reps
were reimbursed
nearly $200,000

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Construction plans for
Skycrest Solar could still
be a few years down the
road.

Regardless, renewable
energy company Invener-
gy still has its sights set on
establishing a solar farm
in Jay County.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved an
amendment Monday to the
county’s economic devel-
opment agreement with
Invenergy for its 2,500-acre
farm planned in northwest
Jay County.

Skycrest Solar, a $150
million, 155-megawatt
facility, is estimated to
bring an additional $55
million in assessed value
to Jay County.

Jay County Council
approved the amended
agreement June 12, and
Jay County Plan Commis-
sion approved an amended
development plan for the
project June 13. Plan com-
mission also agreed to
notify adjoining property
owners and send notices
through the newspaper
and radio about the
changes.

Invenergy will con-
tribute about $1.74 million
in economic development
payments to the county
over the course of  four
years. The updated agree-
ment requires Invenergy
to make its first payment
to the county no later than
six months after construc-
tion begins. (Previously,
the first payment was due
up to 120 days after the
facility began generating
electricity.)

It also stipulates con-
struction must start no
later than Dec. 31, 2026, and
be completed by Dec. 31,
2028, effectively pushing
back the project’s timeline
by two years.

The need to extend the
project’s timeline stems
from an earlier shortage in
solar panels — Invenergy
recently opened a solar
panel factory in Columbus,
Ohio, to avoid shortages in
the future — and delays
with regional electric
transmission organization
PJM Interconnection. 

Out of  the four compa-
nies planning solar farms
in Jay County, Invenergy is
the only one that has
received a final intercon-
nection agreement with
the organization so far.
(Leeward Renewable Ener-
gy, Hodson Energy and
Scout Clean Energy are
still working through the
process.)

“How confident are you
this project’s actually
going to happen?” asked
commissioner Brian
McGalliard.

Ethan Sternburg of
Invenergy pointed to inter-
connection costs as a lead-
ing factor in a project’s out-
come. He noted plans to
build a new substation and
connect to an existing
power line running
through the project area,
requiring few upgrades to
connect to the grid.

See County page 2

County
approves
Skycrest
change

Construction
must begin

no later than
December 2026



Continued from page 1
Indiana Rep. Jim Baird,

R-4th, received the third
highest reimbursement
— $41,549 — of  any mem-
ber of  the House. Most of
this reimbursement,
$29,875, was allocated for
lodging, while the
remaining $11,674 cov-
ered meals and inciden-
tals. 

Baird’s office did not
respond to multiple
requests for comment on
these reimbursements. 

Baird spent $9,790 more
than the next highest-
reimbursed Indiana rep-

resentative, Republican
Larry Bucshon, R-8th,
who received a total of
$31,759. Bucshon received
almost $14,000 more than
the typical reimburse-
ment. The next highest
Indiana spenders —
Republicans Victoria
Spartz (R-5th) and Greg
Pence (R-6th), and Democ-
rat André Carson (D-7th)
—  all received at least
$9,000 more than the aver-
age reimbursement.

Caroline Ellert, a
spokesperson for Carson,
said in a statement to the
Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle the reimbursement
program was a recom-
mendation to “improve
and strengthen the
House.” 

“Congressman Carson
continues to support a
legislative branch that is
effective, efficient, and
transparent,” Ellert said. 

According to the Post’s
database, 107 representa-
tives reported $0 in reim-
bursements under the
program. Rep. Rudy
Yakym, R-2nd, received
the lowest reimburse-
ment of  the Indiana rep-
resentatives, around
$4,000. 

Representatives Jim
Banks, R-3rd, Erin
Houchin, R-9th, and
Frank Mrvan, D-1st, also
received less than the
$18,000 typical reimburse-
ment.

Even though they are
not required to submit
receipts, representatives
can still face criminal
prosecution for lying
about expenses under the
program.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chron-

icle is an independent,
nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.
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Today

Chaney, Anna: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday

Doss, Jennifer: 10 a.m., Wil-

son-Shook Funeral Home, 2048

N. 1000 West, Parker City..

Burchnell, James: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Drunk driving
An Ohio resident was

arrested Tuesday for
drunk driving.

Brian G. Johnson, 33,
719 Louis St., Miamis-
burg, was preliminarily
charged with a Level 5
felony for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated. 

Johnson was being held
in Jay County Jail on a
$10,000 bond.

Probation violation
A Portland man was

arrested Monday for vio-
lating his probation.

Michael G. Stoner, 46,
917 S. Vine St., pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit
Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 5 felony. He was
sentenced to three years
in Indiana Department
of  Correction with two
years and six months of
his sentence suspended.
A petition alleging he
violated the conditions
of  his probation was filed
in court June 12.

Stoner was being held
on a $1,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.

Reps ...

Continued from page 1
Council members also unanimous-

ly approved a series of  expenditures
related to the water department.
They were:

•$20,747 to Peerless Midwest of
Mishawaka to rebuild a high-service
pump

•$19,959.65 to Culy Contracting of
Winchester for already completed
repairs related to a water main break
at the corner of  North and Meridian
streets

•$4,180 for Culy to replace a fire
hydrant near West Jay Elementary
School

•$3,130 to 4TC of  Portland to
replace all of  the lights on the plant’s
warning system operation panel
with LEDs.

The council also gave initial
approval to increasing trash pick-up
rates to $15 per month, effective Aug.
1, from the current $12.58. That rep-
resents a 19.3% increase.

Clerk-treasurer Kara Lowe
explained that the city has been los-
ing money each year on trash pick-
up. It currently charges customers
the same rate-per-customer it
receives from Best Way (Modoc) for

the service. However, the contracted
rates are based on 1,000 users. The
city has fewer users, usually
between 950 and 970, resulting in the
deficit.

The rate increase will need to be
formally approved via an ordinance
before it can go into effect.

Also approved Monday were fire
protection contracts with 3%
increases for Knox, Jackson and
Richland townships in Jay County
and Niles Township in Delaware
County. The fees to those townships
will be $1,844.80, $3,566.74, $6,365 and
$2,674.52, respectively.

In other business, council:
•Heard a reminder from Curts that

Independence Day fireworks are
scheduled for dusk Saturday. It will
also be a free day at Dunkirk City
pool, and there will be softball games
after the fireworks.

•Approved a compliance form for
the SDP tax abatement that was
approved in 2017 and payment of
claims totaling $226,604.46.

•OK’d three transfers from a pay-
roll clearing fund back to city depart-
ments totaling $72,042.61, $65,553.90
and $61,026.40. Clerk-treasurer Kara

Lowe explained that the fund should
zero out and is not meant to carry a
balance.

•Briefly discussed what fund is
appropriate for money that comes in
via road cut permits. For now, the
money will stay in the general fund.
Lowe was asked to consult with the
state board of  accounts as to whether
there is a non-reverting fund that
would be appropriate to allow the
money to build up for future street
repairs.

•Heard a reminder from city attor-
ney Wes Schemenaur regarding a
meeting scheduled for 6 p.m. Wednes-
day at Jay County Courthouse for
discussion about a new countywide
radio system. County commissioners
and council heard a report last week
regarding coverage gaps in the coun-
ty and recommendations for a new
system that could service all local
first responders and provide cover-
age throughout the county.

•Tabled discussion of  when to hold
trick-or-treating in the fall following
a question from Sandy Rodgers. The
council plans to seek input from com-
munity groups and address the ques-
tion at its July 1 meeting.

Projects ...

Felony arrests

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Indiana Republican State
Committee unanimously elected
former lawmaker and lobbyist
Randy Head to be the next chair
of  the state GOP on Monday, nam-
ing a successor for former chair
Anne Hathaway.

Hathaway resigned after a 10-
month stint chairing the party.

“I would first like to express my
gratitude to the State Committee
for their unanimous support.
Having served on the State Com-

mittee, I have good relationships
with its members and am ready
to hit the ground running,” Head
said in a statement.

“Luckily, Chairwoman Hath-
away has put the party in a great
position and I look forward to
working with her and the rest of
the State Committee to continue

the Republican Party’s streak of
success in Indiana. I would final-
ly like to thank Senator Braun for
his recommendation. We are
ready to come together and make
sure Republicans are sprinting
across the finish line this Fall!”

Head has a bachelor’s degree
from Wabash College and a law

degree from Indiana University
Maurer School of  Law.  The for-
mer deputy prosecuting attorney
has 28 years of  legal experience.
Head also served as Logansport’s
senator for 11 years.

In a release from the state GOP,
U.S. Sen. Mike Braun praised
Hathaway. Braun is the Republi-
can candidate for governor and
will run with self-identified
Christian nationalist Micah
Beckwith as his lieutenant gover-
nor after a surprise vote earlier
this month.

“Congratulations to Randy

Head on his unanimous election
to serve as our party’s next chair!
Last week, I met with the State
Committee to put my full support
behind Randy,” Braun said. “He
has served the Republican Party
in many different facets over the
years, and I look forward to work-
ing with him to ensure Republi-
can victories across the state
come November!”

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Randy Head elected to lead state GOP
Former state senator

will succeed Hathaway

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.23
July corn..................4.26
Wheat ......................4.89

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.24
July corn..................4.27
Aug. corn ................4.28

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.12
July corn..................4.12
Beans ......................11.85

July beans ..............11.85
Wheat ...................... 5.16

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.15
July corn..................4.10
Beans ......................11.72
July beans ..............11.67
Wheat ......................5.19

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.22
July corn..................4.22
Beans ......................11.47
July beans ..............11.47
Wheat ......................4.94

Lotteries

CR almanac

81/61 84/72 89/67 82/56 81/61
Sunny

skies are in
the forecast
for Thursday
when the low
will be in the
60s.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Monday,
when the
high will be
81.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain contin-
uing into Sun-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies with a
high of 84
degrees.

Saturday
has a 60%
chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Thursday
6/27

Friday
6/28

Saturday
6/29

Sunday
6/30

Monday
7/1

Powerball
Monday
5-6-36-53-69
Power Ball: 8
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $95

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $97

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-9-7
Daily Four: 2-9-0-3
Quick Draw: 2-6-18-21-

22-26-33-39-42-43-52-53-54-
56-65-68-69-71-76-78

Evening
Daily Three: 0-6-9

Daily Four: 8-3-2-6
Quick Draw: 1-3-4-7-13-

19-24-26-30-34-41-46-49-50-
52-55-64-65-68-80

Cash 5: 2-19-24-25-45
Estimated jackpot:

$271,500 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-2-8
Pick 4: 8-4-9-6
Pick 5: 2-2-0-3-1
Evening
Pick 3: 7-0-4
Pick 4: 4-5-6-9
Pick 5: 4-8-3-1-7
Rolling Cash: 12-15-19-

24-28
Estimated jackpot:

$290,000

In 1870, a portion of
the Atlantic City Board-
walk opened on New
Jersey beach. Started 20
years prior, the Board-
walk had beaches,
hotels, restaurants,
shops and a connecting
railroad line.

In 1963, President
John Kennedy delivered
his “Ich bin ein Berlin-
er” speech at the Berlin
Wall. Describing West
Berlin as a symbol of
freedom amid the Cold
War, his speech drew
120,000 Berliners. 

In 1997, “Harry Pot-
ter and the Philoso-
pher’s Stone,” also
called “Harry Potter

and the Sorcerer’s
Stone,” was published
in London by J.K. Rowl-
ing. The series about a
boy wizard had a movie
adaptation and spin-off
series, “Fantastic
Beasts.”

In 2015, the United
States Supreme Court
ruled state bans on
same-sex marriage as
unconstitutional in
Obergefell v. Hodges.

In 2022, Sophia Fugi-
ett was crowned as the
winner of  the Miss Jay
County Fair Queen Pag-
eant. She was also hon-
ored as Miss Congeniali-
ty.

—The CR

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council and Jay County
Commissioners joint
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-

cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St. 

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works execu-
tive session, city hall, 321
N. Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.,
Pennville.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



DEAR ABBY: My husband of
almost 40 years is not well. He
has been a good provider, but his
life stories are heavily laced
with lies. That has been very dif-
ficult for me to live with. 

I believe he will die before I
do, and I’m uncomfortable about
holding a service for him. His
obituary would be filled with
half-truths and lies. Because of
his work positions, it would be
expected that we have a service.
I wouldn’t know what to say
without the probability of
repeating his lies. Have you any
suggestions on how this could
be handled? — LIAR’S WIFE IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR WIFE: As a matter
of  fact, I do. When a husband
dies, the person who is usual-
ly responsible for the cre-
ation of  his obituary is his

SPOUSE. If  you want it to be
truthful, do not repeat his
lies. State his age and place
of  birth. Mention his parents
and siblings. Say that you
and his children (if  there are
any) are mourning the loss of
a loving, caring husband and
father. Omit ANYthing that
has to do with his work life.
As to having a public service,
no law says you must. You
can have a graveside service
for family only.

••••••••

DEAR ABBY: Last week, I
wasn’t looking my best at the
laundromat. An ex-coworker,
who I haven’t seen in longer
than I worked with them — and
who never liked me — decided
to sneak an unflattering photo
of  me. I’m guessing it was to
show my old employer, who also
never really liked me. 

This has shattered my already
fragile self-esteem. I’ve been
depressed and stressed about
this, and I don’t know how to let
it go and move forward. My
friends and boyfriend say this
person is jealous and I should
forget it. I’ve been really low and
struggling to do that.

I hadn’t run into either of
these people in eight years in
our neighborhood, but I worry
they could spread this photo
around and damage my profes-

sional reputation and business.
Any advice would be greatly
appreciated. — CAUGHT OFF-
GUARD

DEAR CAUGHT: Listen to
the good advice you received
from your friends and
boyfriend. You have blown
this completely out of  pro-
portion. People (regardless
of  their profession) are not
required to be glamorous at
the laundromat.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I met a man, and

we started seeing each other, but
I’m not really sure about him.
He’s a cross-dresser. I have tried
to accept it, but I honestly don’t
think I can. It turns me off. I don’t
find it attractive, and I don’t know
if  I could ever be OK with it. 

I don’t know how to tell him. I
don’t want to hurt him, but I just

can’t bring myself  to be sensual
with him. What’s the best way to
explain this without hurting his
feelings? I don’t want to lose his
friendship. — NOT MY THING
IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR NOT MY THING:
Tell the man that you like
him very much and would
like to remain friends, but
that you feel friends are all
you are destined to be. If  he
presses you further or needs
a reason, tell him the chem-
istry isn’t there. It is the
truth.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will

meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 22398278

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/12/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

5.40 5.35
3-Month 6-Month 1-Year

5.45
Dustin Bantz
Financial Advisor

103 N Main St P O Box 351
Farmland, IN 47340
765-468-7117

 EXPLORE   

CATHOLIC 
 

What is Truth?  
 

An informal discussion on the search for objective Truth in a 
world that seems to lack truth nearly everywhere,  

with Fr. Peter Logsdon of the Catholic Churches of Jay and 
Randolph County 

 
 

 Considering Becoming Catholic? 
 Want to Know More about the Catholic 
faith? 

 Just Curious or Interested in this topic? 
 

 

    THURS, June 27TH 

 
BUFFALO WINGS-N-RINGS in Portland @ 7:00 PM 

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

Photos provided

New members
Portland Evening Optimist Club recently inducted two new members. Pictured at left above are club president and sponsor Linda Aker and

new member Nancy Jonas. At right above are new member Carol Hedges, sponsor Ferrell Blazer and Aker.

Wife refuses to repeat her husband’s stories
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from June 25,
2014. Jack looked up to his big
brother Steve, frequently telling
stories about him. Ten years ago,
he shared stories related to his
brother’s 50th wedding anniver-
sary. This year, Steve and Beth
Ronald, who live in Minneapolis
and are blessed with children,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, celebrated 60 years of
marriage.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Fifty years.
That’s a milestone for any

marriage.
And it’s a milestone my broth-

er, Steve, and his wife, Beth,
passed this month.

Steve ordinarily would have
been back in Jay County for his
55th high school reunion. He

graduated from Portland High
School in 1959, and for most of
his reunions he has slept in our
spare bedroom after partying
with his classmates.

But this one was different.
This reunion collided with his
wedding anniversary.

Steve met Beth Taylor when
they were students at Earlham
College. I was in junior high at
the time, and to me everything
about them was larger than life. 

In the year or two before the

wedding, the families got to
know one another. Beth made
the kind of  stressful visit to our
house that every fiancée dreads,
and our family made the trek up
to Minnesota to meet Beth’s
family. 

Ours was the easier trip.
Beth’s visit was marked by
someone spilling milk at Sun-
day dinner, while ours was a
delightful visit to Lake Min-
netonka outside of  Minneapo-
lis. And while Beth’s visit to
Portland was probably pretty
hum-drum, our visit to Min-
neapolis was — at least in the
eyes of  a junior high kid — very
cool. 

Beth’s family had ties to a
bookstore near the university
in an area known as Dinky-
town, and for me there was
nothing cooler on earth at that

age than a bookstore. Portland
didn’t have a real one. Dunkirk
didn’t have one. My best book
choices came from a newsstand
at the Rexall Drug Store in Port-
land, and I made the most of  it. 

The patriarch of  Beth’s fami-
ly, Grandfather Perine was a
gnomish little old man who
made Steve’s younger siblings
feel at ease immediately. He was
a coin collector and currency
collector. And before our visit
ended, he’d given me a $2 bill,
telling me to keep it in my wal-
let forever and only use it if  I
ended up completely down and
out. It was great advice. 

The wedding happened about
a year later, and I found myself
in my first tuxedo. 

Did I look like a 15-year-old
dork? You bet I did. 

It was the first time I had ever

worn rented clothes, which
struck me as a little odd. 

The tuxedo drill goes some-
thing like this: Pants, jacket,
shirt, cummerbund (what the
heck is a cummerbund?), sus-
penders, shirt studs (we can’t
afford buttons?), silk socks
(those are weird) and shiny
shoes. 

In Tuxedo World, none of  the
clothes you wear everyday have
any use. So you have to rent
replacements from some guy
who knows more than you do.
Or pretends to. 

My role, 50 years ago, was as
an usher, a task I handled with-
out embarrassing myself. 

I was not, to my immense
relief, asked to be Best Man. But
several years later, I tapped my
brother for that very role. 

I didn’t ask him to wear a tux.

Big brother hit marriage milestone

By TESSIE RAGAN
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

We have a child care cri-
sis in the United States.
And as a child care educa-
tion provider, I know how
to fix it: Put families first.

The U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics reports
that each month, tens of
thousands of  Americans
miss work due to a lack of
child care, resulting
in $122 billion annually in
lost productivity, earnings
and revenue.

Meanwhile, early child-
hood education and child
care workers are among
the lowest-paid workers in
the country, even as we’re
entrusted with our
nation’s most valued and
vulnerable population.

I’m also a veteran of  the
U.S. Armed Services. I
grew up with a military
dad and a mom who was
an early childhood educa-
tor on military bases. I
knew I wanted to serve my
country like my father and
be an educator like my
mother.

After 9/11, I served for
four years and was then
honorably discharged to
care for my newborn son. I
later enrolled in college for
early childhood education.
But when I graduated in
2011, I found that the
wages were unlivable: The
best offer I got was $12.95
an hour to work in an
underfunded state-federal
program.

That was far less than
we needed, so I started my
own home child care busi-
ness for kids who lived on
the base where my hus-
band served. Entrepre-
neurial, patriotic, service-
oriented and well-educat-
ed — I have all the ele-
ments to live the American
dream. Yet child care
remains an undervalued,
low-wage industry wher-
ever you go.

Recently, we got a
glimpse of  what a better
system could look like. As
part of  the Biden adminis-
tration’s American Rescue
Plan during the pandemic,
a “Child Care Stabilization
Fund” allowed small, in-
home, family child care
facilities like mine to tem-
porarily affiliate with the
federal Head Start pro-
gram and receive some of
those funds.

The Stabilization Fund
was a game-changer.

It provided stability and
increased wages for over

225,000 child care
providers while maintain-
ing care for 10 million at-
risk children. This not
only kept child care cen-
ters open but also created
more slots for children,
enabling more parents to
return to work. For me, it
meant I could continue
catering to the unique
needs of  military children
and collaborating with
school districts to provide
one-on-one, smaller set-
tings for children in need.

The Republican House
majority let that
fund expire last fall. And
other federal support will
expire this September
unless Congress renews it.

Let’s be clear: Every
family should have access
to early childhood care
and education. Without it,
children, their parents and
our entire economy suffer
— especially women, low-
income communities and
communities of  color.

We need to value all chil-
dren, families and early
learning providers equally
— not only as an issue of
equality but also because
this strengthens our fami-
lies, communities, work-
forces and nation.

The Center for Commu-
nity Change, where I vol-
unteer, offers a vision to
address the child care cri-
sis that I think we can all
agree on. It’s rooted in the
beliefs that every family
deserves everything they
need to provide the best
care for their kids, that
child care workers should
be treated with dignity
and earn a living wage and
that families should have
real choices for how to
care for their young chil-
dren — including when
that care happens at home.

Just imagine how much
stronger and more secure
our families and work-
force would be if  we prior-
itized these values in our
federal investments.

••••••••••
Ragan is a family child

care educator, consultant,
advocate and a Child Care
Changemaker with
the Center for Community
Change. 

Investing in
child care
supports us all

By LISA JARVIS
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

During COVID, public health
experts and armchair epidemiolo-
gists became obsessed with poop —
or, more accurately, the secrets it held
about the state of  the pandemic.
Wastewater, which can measure how
much virus humans excrete, has
become a valuable disease-tracking
tool.

But using that tool to track our cur-
rent viral threat, the H5N1 bird flu
that has begun circulating in cows, is
much trickier. Finding even high lev-
els of  bird flu in wastewater does not
necessarily mean an area is experi-
encing an outbreak. Rather, it sets off
a hunt for the source.

That’s still valuable information,
particularly amid the paucity of  test-
ing that has made it nearly impossi-
ble to gauge the state of  the outbreak.
But it’s also leading to some confu-
sion and even alarmist interpreta-
tions.

Although scientists had been min-
ing wastewater as a public health tool
for years, the approach really came
into its own during the COVID pan-
demic, becoming a reliable sentinel
of  an outbreak. Although the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
regularly published testing and hos-
pitalization numbers, those were lag-
ging indicators. The wastewater
numbers tended to tick up in time to
serve as a warning to the wary.

When it comes to bird flu, though,
the information offered by waste-
water is much murkier.

The confusion began when waste-
water showed an uptick of  influenza
A, a broad category that includes the
H5N1 strain, in parts of  the country
at the same time bird flu came onto
the public’s radar.

That stoked fears that, rather than
an unseasonable bump in garden
variety flu (or a quirk in the way CDC
was measuring its data), H5N1 was
quietly running rampant. But that
confusion didn’t abate once waste-
water tests were refined to specifical-
ly pluck out H5, a narrower category
that includes the strain circulating in
cows.

Whereas COVID was concentrated
in humans, bird flu by now is circu-
lating in an assortment of  species.
Researchers currently can’t decipher
whether a signal is coming from an
infected human, a cow, or a dead bird
that fell into the sewer system.

Further complicating matters is
the high level of  virus in the milk
supply — bits of  virus have shown up
in as much as 20% of  store-bought
milk. Although industrial farms
aren’t typically connected to munici-
pal sewer systems, waste from dairy
processing plants does end up there.
And people dumping their expired
milk down the drain could be enough
to trigger a positive signal in waste-
water.

So when a wastewater sample
comes back showing H5, it’s not a
sure sign of  an outbreak in that
immediate area. But it’s still helpful
information given the appalling lack
of  testing for bird flu in both humans
and cows.

Verily, the life sciences arm of
Alphabet, has teamed up with an
effort from Stanford and Emory uni-
versities called WastewaterSCAN to
test for H5 across their network of
wastewater collection sites. Samples
from early in the outbreak, which
began in Texas, showed high levels of
bird flu in Amarillo — an area with
no farms, but a dairy processing plant
just a few blocks from the wastewater
treatment plant, says Bradley White,
who helms Verily’s wastewater work.

Verily has also been able to detect
H5 in states where cows later tested
positive. Most recently, it picked up a
signal in Iowa and Minnesota about a
week before those states reported
infected herds. Meanwhile, it has
shone a light on the need for further
investigation in sites with known out-

breaks. Michigan, for example, is cur-
rently investigating the source of
sky-high H5 levels in its wastewater
to determine if  infected herds or even
infected humans are flying under the
radar.

Verily and its partners, which
include the CDC, can’t solve every
wastewater mystery. When H5
showed up in a wastewater sample in
the San Francisco Bay Area — a situ-
ation that led to some overly alarm-
ing headlines that seemed to suggest
the virus was spreading undetected
there — it took serious sleuthing by
public health officials to determine
that the likely cause was infected
chickens.

But there’s hope for more clarity in
the future, and we should be continu-
ing to develop this technology to
squeeze out all the information it can
offer.

Verily is working on ways to disen-
tangle useful signals from the sludge.
The company is developing a method
that could allow its scientists to more
clearly pinpoint the source of  a given
viral fragment. The goal is to eventu-
ally be able to estimate that, say, 80%
of  the flu in a sewer system is coming
from cattle and 20% is coming from
birds. It could also, in the worst-case
scenario, identify how much is com-
ing from humans, White says.

Of  course, that only works for the
places where wastewater data are
being tracked. The U.S. should be
working to assess as much of  the
country as possible. Although imper-
fect, this disease snapshot is an
important one to keep developing —
especially when government agen-
cies seem unable to offer a clear pic-
ture via testing of  individual cows
and farm workers.

Even as we develop better ways to
capture bird flu data from our sewers,
we must complement that data with
more testing of  people and animals.
That will put us in a better position if
H5N1 does eventually adapt to be dan-
gerous to humans.

••••••••••
Jarvis is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering biotech, health
care and the pharmaceutical industry.

We need more, better testing
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Weiler duel
Mercutio (played by

Carter Hoffer) reacts after
being run through by Tybalt
(Pete Sheldon) while
Benvolio (Ash Bowen)
watches Monday night
during Hoosier Shakespeare
Festival’s performance of
William Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet” at Weiler
Plaza in Hartford City. The
group was back in Weiler
Plaza on Tuesday evening to
perform “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” before
closing its 2024 season
with performances Thursday
and Friday in Jonesboro.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Continued from page 1
“Once that happened,

we really (were) a lot more
confident of  the project’s
feasibility,” said Stern-
burg, noting the company
has extended its leases
with property owners as
needed. “Invenergy’s fully
committed to the project
and making sure that
we’re able to reap the ben-
efits of  this large project
coming to the community
… we’re fully committed to
the project and feel good
about its prospects moving
forward.”

Commissioners also
approved the economic
development plan Monday
for the county’s tax incre-
ment financing (TIF) dis-
trict.

Started about 15 years
ago on about 191 acres in
Greene Township, the TIF
district had been generat-
ing dollars used to pay off
bonds associated with
road work and sewer
improvements near the
ethanol plant southwest of
Portland. Jay County
made its final bond pay-
ment related to the TIF dis-
trict in 2023, leaving the
county with an additional
$550,000 annually for the
next 13 years.

The economic develop-
ment plan lists potential
projects those dollars may
be used for, including:
transportation enhance-
ments, public safety
enhancements, utility
infrastructure, highway
garage improvements, a
new building for Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, a new public
safety building and plan-
ning and development of
the county's 68 acres on the
western edge of  Portland.

Also Monday, commis-
sioners were reminded
applications for the owner-
occupied rehabilitation
program close Friday.
Community coordinator
Nate Kimball noted the
county has received about
90 applications so far, with
about 70 of  them fully
completed.

Intended to help resi-
dents pay for home
improvements, the pro-
gram is mainly funded
through a $1 million grant
from Indiana Office of
Community and Rural
Affairs. Applications —
they must be submitted in-
person — are available at
jaycounty.net, Jay County
Auditor's Office at Jay
County Courthouse in
Portland, Dunkirk City
Hall, Redkey Town Hall
and Kimball’s office at the
Community Resource Cen-
ter in Portland.

In other business, com-
missioners Brian McGal-
liard, Rex Journay and
Chad Aker:

•Re-addressed the dog,
Kilo, living at Jay County
Country Living. Jay Coun-
ty Country Living adviso-
ry board president Cindy

Bracy noted officials
recently heard back from
its insurance provider,
Bliss McKnight. Commis-
sioners confirmed as long
as the dog is vaccinated, he
may continue to live out-
doors on the property. (If
he bites a person, they
added, the dog must be
removed.)

•Approved the following:
Sheriff  Ray Newton to uti-
lize about $18,000 from his
department’s budget to
hire consultant Charles
Braun — pending Scheme-
naur’s review of  the con-
tract — for updating stan-
dard operating procedures
for employees at Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office and Jay
County Jail; allotting
$11,000 toward the 2024
Launch Jay! pitch compe-
tition, with Jay County
Development Corporation
executive director Travis
Richards explaining the
program had been previ-
ously funded through a
grant; increasing meal
reimbursement for
employees attending train-
ing or conferences in-state
from $15 to $20 for break-
fast and lunch and $25 to
$30 for dinner, effective
July 1.

•Agreed to write a letter
of  support for renaming
the bridge on Indiana 67
near Jay County Junior-
Senior High School in
honor of  Bryant resident
and Jay County High
School graduate Lance
Cpl. Andrew Whitaker,
who died while in active
military service in 2008.
District 33 State Represen-
tative J.D. Prescott plans to
propose the naming in the
statehouse.

•Learned from Jay
County Highway Depart-
ment superintendent Bob
Howell that B&M — in
May, commissioners
selected the company to
make repairs to the build-
ing being used to store salt
at the highway depart-
ment —  does not have a
certificate of  insurance.
Plans are to request bids
again for the project. 

•Accepted a commercial
washer and dryer and
other furniture donations
from Adams County’s resi-
dential center, Golden
Meadows Home, which is
in the process of  closing.

•Heard Jay Emergency
Medical Services’ finan-
cial breakdown for May
from director Gary Bar-
nett. In May, the depart-
ment had $170,312.11 in
expenses and $100,852.18 in
income. 

•Heard from Progressive
Del Toro Office Products
owner Adolfo Solis, who
invited commissioners to
his business’ open house,
grand re-opening and rib-
bon-cutting on Monday.

•OK’d selling a Ford
truck to Robert Burkey for
$900 and a decommis-
sioned ambulance to Brad
Barnett for $1,750.

County ...
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CLASSIFIEDS

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit.
Call 877-435-4229
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764
GOGO. LIVE and age
your way. Get help with
rides, groceries, meals
and more. Memberships
start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7
nationwide. BBB Rated
A+ Business. Call GoGo
to get started. 1-833-
562-1140
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement



Continued from page 8
“It’s not a dream any-

more. It’s not a dream. It’s
reality,” said Panthers
forward Matthew
Tkachuk, who got traded
to Florida two summers
ago with this as his goal.
“I can’t believe it. I can’t
believe it. … I can’t
believe how good these
two years have been. So
thankful for this group of
guys. It’s the best place,
best guys. It’s something
really special here with
what we have.”

Mattias Janmark had
the goal for Edmonton
and Stuart Skinner
stopped 19 shots for the
Oilers. The Oilers also
couldn’t snap Canada’s
title drought; it’s been
1993 and counting since a
team based in Canada
won the Cup.

Montreal was the last
to do so, 30 seasons ago.
Since then, there have
been seven attempts by
teams from Canadian-
based cities — Vancouver

in 1994 and 2011, Calgary
in 2004, the Oilers in 2006,
Ottawa in 2007 and the
Canadiens in 2021 — to
win titles, and all were in
vain.

South Florida now has
one of  everything when it
comes to titles from the
four major pro sports
leagues in the U.S. The
Miami Dolphins were
champions twice, the
then-Florida Marlins
were champions twice,
the Miami Heat have
three titles and now the
Panthers have joined the
party.

Welcome, Stanley. The
Panthers have been wait-
ing. Maurice hoisted the
Cup by the bench, closed
his eyes tight to control
the emotion and let out a
yell. General manager
Bill Zito didn’t bother
even trying to not let the
yell out. And in the
stands, Tkachuk’s family
— his father, Keith, never
won a Cup — reveled in
the moment, knowing

their surname will soon
be on Lord Stanley.

“This is for them,”
Tkachuk said.

Bobrovsky was as cool
as could be, even in the
biggest moments. Oilers
defenseman Evan
Bouchard had a good look
from the right circle with
about 14 seconds left in
the second period;
Bobrovsky blocked the
shot, and the puck
bounced off  him and into
the air.

No problem. Bobrovsky
took his stick and batted
the puck away again,
more like he was playing
morning pickleball at a
park than in the biggest
game of  his life — literal-
ly, the last line of  defense
against the Oilers, and
against a piece of  history
that the Panthers desper-
ately fought to avoid.

Florida led this title
series 3-0, then got
outscored 18-5 in Games
4, 5 and 6 to waste three
chances at winning the

Cup. Edmonton was one
win away from becoming
the second team in NHL
history to win the Cup
after dropping the first
three games; Toronto did
it to Detroit in 1942, and
no team has pulled off
such a comeback since.

They brought in seven-
time Grammy winner
Alanis Morissette — she
was born in Canada and
became a dual U.S. citizen
in 2005 — to sing the
national anthems. Hardly
anybody could hear her;
the Oilers fans drowned
her out for “O Canada,”
the Panthers fans did the
same for “The Star-Span-
gled Banner.” They had
Panthers legend Roberto
Luongo bang the ceremo-
nial bass drum after that;
he urged fans to “let’s go”
with an extra word in
there that needed to be
bleeped a few times.

“I just can’t believe we
did it,” Barkov said.

The pregame was rau-
cous. The stage was set.

And the teams came out
absolutely ablaze.

The Panthers got the
first goal just 4:27 into
the game when Ver-
haeghe waved his stick at
the puck that was fired in
from the left side by Evan
Rodrigues and got just
enough to redirect it past
Skinner for a 1-0 lead —
the first Florida lead
since the end of  Game 3.

They waited more than
a week to be back on top.
They stayed there for just
over two minutes.

Janmark got behind the
Florida defense and beat
Bobrovsky over the right
shoulder at 6:44, knotting
things right back up and
ensuring that this Game 7
of  the final — like all 17
of  the previous such
games — wouldn’t end 1-
0.

It stayed that way
through wild ebbs and
flows — the Oilers con-
trolled long stretches, the
Panthers would counter,
back and forth — until

Reinhart scored late in
the second to put Florida
up 2-1. It capped a crazy
sequence, one where
Florida defenseman
Dmitry Kulikov wound
up in the net to help pre-
vent an Edmonton goal
seconds before Reinhart
beat Skinner. The goal
was Reinhart’s 67th of
the season, extending his
Florida single-season
record, and it was up to
the Panthers to make it
hold up.

Florida was an NHL-
best 44-0-3 entering Mon-
day when leading after
two periods this season.
An NHL-best 85-2-6 in
that situation in the two
seasons under coach
Maurice, too.

They slammed the door,
one last time. And the
Cup was their reward.

“This is the best
moment of  my life so
far,” veteran Panthers
defenseman Aaron
Ekblad said. “Nothing
tops it.”
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GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISI-
BLE! 45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
JACUZZI BATH Remod-
el can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in as
little as one day. For a
limited time, waving ALL
installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends
8/25/24.) Call 1-866-937-
1159
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105

NEVER PAY For Covered
Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-
855-408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer – zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
877-930-3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED in
an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No contract
and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. For
more information, call 1-
855-572-5165

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207
WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546
WHEN VETERINARY
care is unavailable or
unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack® flea/tick,
mane dandruff, and aller-
gy control. Distributed By
Florida Hardware 800-
793-0926.

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 

6 insertions.... $1.14/
word 

12 insertions. $1.52/
word 

26 insertions. $1.77/
word 

Includes
Online.......FREE

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch 

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
July 15th, 2024.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE

FOR 

$695

GET 

ONE FOR

$350

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.
 Visit Us At: thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Local schedule
Today       

Fort Recovery ACME baseball at Fort
Loramie – 6 p.m.

Portland Rockets at Northeast Kekiongas – 7
p.m.

Thursday
Jay County summer swim team vs. Catalina –

6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

12 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Belgium vs. Ukraine (FOX)

12 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Romania vs. Slovakia (FS1)

1:10 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Portugal vs. Georgia (FOX)

3 p.m. — UEFA European Championship
2024: Turkiye vs. Czechia (FS1)

6 p.m. — Copa America soccer: Jamaica vs.
Ecuador (FS1)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at St. Louis
Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA draft (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Copa America soccer: Mexico vs.

Venezuela (FS1)

Thursday
4 p.m. — NBA draft second round (ESPN)
6 p.m. — Copa America soccer: United States

vs. Panama (FOX)

6:30 p.m. — Olympic men’s gymnastics trials
(USA)

7:45 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at St.
Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — Olympic track and field trials (NBC)
8:10 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland Guardians vs.

Kansas City Royals (FS1)
9 p.m. — Olympic track and field trials (USA)
9 p.m. — Copa America soccer: Bolivia vs.

Uruguay (FOX)

Local notes
Soccer camp announced

The Jay County High School boys and girls soc-
cer teams will hold a youth soccer camp July 29-31.

The camp is for kids going into first grade up to
eighth grade. It will be held from 5-6:30 p.m. at the

old soccer field behind the baseball diamond.
Admission is $30 per child and each additional

child from the same household will cost only $20.
To sign up visit https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For

more information, email
klmuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us or
rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school front
office by July 12th.

Meet booked
The Jay County Chamber Classic golf outing is

set for Friday, July 19, at Portland Golf Club.
The deadline to register is July 10, and it’s limit-

ed to 20 teams. Awards of $400, $200 and $100
will be given out to first, second and third place,
respectively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at 10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycountychamber.com.
For more information call (260) 726-4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association of

Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tournament is
set to take place on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m., with a
shotgun start to follow at 12:15 p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry form
call (937) 548-9960 or email director@cadcin-
fo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
“I think it’s pretty selfish of

you to ask me that question, to
be honest with you,” Schloss-
nagle said when asked by a
reporter late Monday about
“rumors circulating today
about a specific job opening.”

An annoyed Schlossnagle
added: “I left my family to be
the coach at Texas A&M. I took
the job at Texas A&M to never
take another job again. And
that hasn’t changed in my
mind. … I understand you’ve
got to ask the question, but I
gave up a big part of  my life to
come take this job.

“I poured every ounce of  my
soul into this job, and I gave
this job every ounce I could
possibly give it. Write that.”

Schlossnagle, 53, along the
way did not deny he’s a possi-
ble candidate for the Texas job.
The resilient Aggies advanced
to their first title game despite
playing the CWS without star
right fielder Braden Mont-

gomery, who broke his ankle in
the first game of  a super
regional against Oregon on
June 8, and starting pitcher
Shane Sdao, who hurt his arm
in the second game of  the
super regional.

“Everybody has to fight
through something,” Schloss-
nagle said. “It’s unfortunate,
but it’s just another example

that I can use as a coach and
players can remember, that
your time can come, and it can
change in an instant.

“It changed in an instant for
Braden, and it changed in an
instant for Shane.”

A former understudy got the
best of  an old boss in the best-
of-three series, as well. Vitello
was an assistant to Schlossna-

gle at TCU from 2011-13 before
moving on as an assistant to
Dave Van Horn at Arkansas
from 2014-17. Tennessee rolled
the dice on an unproven assis-
tant in 2018, and that bold
move paid off  with a national
title against Schlossnagle and
the Aggies.

“We had unfinished busi-
ness, especially with this being

the third time we’ve been to
(Omaha) in the last four
years,” Volunteers pitcher Zan-
der Sechrist said.

Tennessee won the SEC regu-
lar season title and the SEC
tournament title and became
the first No. 1 overall seed to
win the College World Series
since Miami in 1999, the first
year of  the current NCAA
Tournament format.

The Volunteers earned the
title at Charles Schwab Field
in front of  former Vols quar-
terback Peyton Manning, cur-
rent Tennessee basketball
coach Rick Barnes and current
Tennessee football coach Josh
Heupel, among other orange-
clad attendees celebrating a
first for the university.

“We’ve got all the resources
in the world where we are (at
Tennessee),” Vitello said. “But
it’s a place where we kind of
had to build a foundation to
catch up with some of  these
other storied programs.”

Tennessee ...

Panthers ...

‘Everybody has to fight through something. It’s
unfortunate but it’s just another example that I

can use as a coach and players can
remember, that your time can come,

and it can change in an instant.
‘It changed in an instant for Braden, and it

changed in an instant for Shane.’
—Texas A&M coach Jim Schlossnagle



Playoffs are underway for
Portland Junior League.

Coming down to the end,
Annabelle Wiggins came
through to make sure that Joyce
Dayton’s season continued.

Wiggins secured the 16-15 win
for fourth-seeded Joyce Dayton
over No. 5 seed Homestead Bed-
ding 16-15 with a walk-off  single
that scored Mackenna Cramer
in the sixth inning of  the first
round of  the Portland Junior
League Rookie softball tourna-
ment on Monday.

Along with the winning hit,
Wiggins led Joyce Dayton in hits
(five) and runs scored (four).
She had four singles and a triple
in the win.

Other offensive leaders
include Adalyn Overla, Ivy

Trinidad, Cramer and Renlee
Hummer.

Overla smashed four hits,
including a triple, while match-
ing Wiggins with four runs
scored. Trinidad added four
base knocks and scored three
times she reached base.

Cramer and Hummer both
had three hits and one run
scored. Cramer also had a dou-
ble.

Joyce Dayton moves on to play

top-seeded Optimist on Wednes-
day today at 5:30.

Comeback win
No. 4 seed William’s Auto

Parts stormed back from a
seven-run deficit to defeat fifth-
seeded Pak-A-Sak 11-9 in Mon-
day's opening round of  the Port-
land Junior League Rookie base-
ball tournament.

After three innings, Pak-A-
Sak led 9-2 before William’s Auto
Parts turned the tables.

Thobe Keller drove in the
most runs for William’s Auto
Parts as a home run and a triple
plated five. He scored both times
as well.

Carson Dailey, Brett Hunts-
man and Zander Williams all

went 3-for-3 from the plate and
combined for eight runs, six
extra-base hits and three RBIs.

Rickey Heitkamp led the Pak-
A-Sak offense, finishing 3-for-3
at the plate. He hit a triple and
two singles, while driving in two
runs and scoring two as well.

William’s Auto Parts drew
top-seeded Cook’s Nursery in
Tuesday’s semifinal matchup.

POET advances
Second-seeded POET Biopro-

cessing claimed a 15-2 win over
No. 7 seed Barnett’s Auto Parts
in the opening round of  the
Portland Junior League Rookie
baseball tournament on Mon-
day.

Harvey Hemmelgarn, Nolan

Homan, Corbin Hutzler, Hudson
Bullock-Thomas and Marshall
Hemmelgarn all collected three
hits in the win.

Harvey Hemmelgarn led the
effort with a home run and two
doubles. He only crossed home
plate on his home run.

Homan and Hutzler both
scored three times to lead POET
Bioprocessing. Homan had a
triple and two doubles, while
Hutzler had a triple, double and
single.

Alex Miller had the best day
for Barnett’s Auto Parts. He col-
lected two hits, including a dou-
ble, and scored one run.

POET Bioprocessing played
the winner of  third-seeded Pio-
neer Packaging and sixth-seed-
ed Matt’s Garage.

 

Portland Veterinary Clinic
Christian Bader DVM

      26-73701407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
eterinary Cliniceterinary Clinic Veterinary Clinic Veterinary ClinicPortland VPortland V

  

Spring is here…
and so are t  
Keep your pets 
comfortable and 
protected with safe 

 

   the eas.

 
protected with safe 

ea and tick 
control solutions. And others

3 months protection  for dogs & cats.
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Sports
Wednesday, June 26, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Portland Rockets travel
to Indiana Tech today,

see Sports on tap

Wiggins walks it off for Joyce Dayton
Local
roundup

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Tagged out
Kipton Zimmerman tags out a runner headed for third base during the Redkey Junior

League Minor baseball game between the Hire Construction Pirates and the POET Orioles on
Monday.

By BRENT ZWERNEMAN
San Antonio Express-News
Tribune News Service

OMAHA, Neb. — Texas
A&M baseball made pro-
gram history in coach
Jim Schlossnagle’s third
season, but the Aggies fell
two runs shy of  college
baseball immortality.

Top-ranked Tennessee
defeated No. 3 A&M 6-5 on
Monday night in the title
game of  the College
World Series in Omaha,
Nebraska, the first time
the Aggies have played
for the championship.

“We got the tying run to
the plate in the ninth
inning, which I knew we
would regardless of  the
score,” Schlossnagle said.
“It’s a tough one to swal-
low, even when you make
it this far. Everybody
wants to win their last
game.”

The Volunteers won
their first national title in
the sport after finishing
as the runner-up to Okla-
homa in 1951.

“It clearly could have
been either team’s trophy
tonight,” Tennessee
coach Tony Vitello said of
the one-run outcome.

The Volunteers, who
never trailed in the game,
cushioned their lead to 5-
1 in the bottom of  the sev-
enth inning on a two-run
home run by Dylan Dreil-
ing off  A&M’s Evan
Aschenbeck, who was
named the nation’s top
reliever last week. Dreil-
ing homered in each of
the three title round
games against the Aggies,
and was named the CWS
most outstanding player.

The Aggies (53-15)
appeared to be in good
shape for the program’s
first national title follow-
ing a 9-5 A&M victory in
Saturday’s opener, but the
Volunteers (60-13)
rebounded with a 4-1 vic-
tory on Sunday and then
Monday’s one-run clinch-
er that touched off  danc-
ing in the streets of
Knoxville, Tenn.

“(I’ve got) nothing too
intelligent to say, other

than the first thing to say
is I hope the fans have
turned this into an
insane party, an insane
event,” Vitello said.
“They got the series that
they wanted and that
they deserved.”

The Aggies closed the
late gap to a lone run on a
Hayden Schott RBI single
and a Caden Sorrell RBI
double in the eighth, fol-
lowed by a Jackson Appel
RBI single and then
Appel scoring on a wild
pitch in the ninth, before
Tennessee reliever Aaron
Combs struck out Ted
Burton, who represented
the tying run with two
outs, on a 1-2 slider.

The mighty Southeast-
ern Conference, which
Texas and Oklahoma are
officially joining on July
1 after exiting the Big 12,
won its fifth consecutive
baseball national title,
which would have hap-
pened regardless consid-
ering the Aggies joined
the SEC from the Big 12 12
years ago.

A&M had never even
made the sport’s final
four prior to Schlossna-
gle’s arrival three years
ago, and the Aggies have
now done so in two of  the
past three seasons under
the former TCU coach.

Schlossnagle, too, is
expected to be a candi-
date for the Texas vacan-
cy. Longhorns athletic
director Chris Del Conte
on Monday dismissed
David Pierce after eight
seasons of  leading one of
the nation’s most storied
programs. Texas has won
six national titles, but
none under Pierce.

See Tennessee page 7

Tennessee Vols
win College
World Series

Volunteers
stave off Texas
A&M comeback
for 6-5 victory

By STAR TRIBUNE STAFF
Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

SUNRISE, FLA. – There
was no collapse. The Flori-
da Panthers are Stanley
Cup champions for the
first time, and they took
about the hardest path pos-
sible to the title.

Sam Reinhart and
Carter Verhaeghe scored
goals, Sergei Bobrovsky
made 23 saves and the Pan-
thers beat the Edmonton
Oilers 2-1 on Monday night
in Game 7 of  the Stanley
Cup Final. It was the third
title-round appearance in
Florida’s 30-year history;
it was swept in 1996 by Col-
orado and routed 4-1 by
Vegas last season.

This time, they were on
the right side of  history —
after avoiding what would
have been a historic col-
lapse. The Panthers won
the first three games of
the series, then lost the
next three and needed a
win on Monday to avoid
joining the 1942 Detroit
Red Wings as the only

teams to lose the final
after taking a 3-0 lead in
the title round.

“It’s not what I thought
it would be,” Panthers
coach Paul Maurice said.
“It’s so much better.”

It wasn’t easy. Not even
close. But it’s done.

“It’s heavy,” Panthers
captain Aleksander

Barkov said, after he took
the celebratory first lap
with the Cup.

But not too heavy.
Barkov handed it to
Bobrovsky and the cele-
bration was on. It took
until the very end for the
Panthers to deny Connor
McDavid his first title, and
Edmonton what would
have been its first Cup
since 1990.

McDavid won the Conn
Smythe as MVP of  the
Stanley Cup playoffs. He
didn’t come out for the tro-
phy. It’s not the one he
wanted, anyway. The Cup
is what they play for, and
it was Florida that hoisted
it.

See Panthers page 7

Panthers win Stanley Cup
Florida Panthers top Edmonton
Oilers 2-1 in game 7 for their

first championship


