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Program offered

with facilitator Kandi Sapp.

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

There’s a new program for
inmates at the jail.

Moral Reconation Therapy, a
cognitive-behavioral treatment
intended to help participants
make better decisions and
improve their behavior, is now in
full swing at Jay County Jail.

Kandi Sapp, a rural Pennville
resident who has worked for A
Better Life — Brianna’s Hope for
almost five years, leads the group
that meets for an hour and a half
every Friday:.

Developed in the 1980s, Moral
Reconation Therapy started in
a prison-based therapeutic
community. It spread to more
facilities over time, leading to a
decrease in disciplinary infrac-
tions, lower recidivism rates
and beneficial changes in
inmates’ personality character-
istics, according to the pro-
gram’s website.

Moral Reconation Therapy is
defined as “a cognitive-behav-
ioral treatment system that
leads to enhanced moral rea-
soning, better decision making

and more appropriate behav-
ior.”

The word “moral” refers to the
levels of moral reasoning theory
developed by Lawrence
Kohlberg. “Reconation” is a com-
bination of the terms “conative”
and “conation,” which both refer
to making conscious decisions,
Sapp explained.

The program can serve to help
those struggling with substance
abuse or mental health issues,
she continued.

“It’s for anybody that wants to
try to refresh their way of think-
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A Better Life — Brianna’s Hope recently started offering Moral Reconation Therapy at Jay County Jail. Pictured
above, participants Payton Folkerth, Steven Taylor, Trevin Miller and Coby Green cheer after completing an exercise in May

Moral Reconation Therapy at Jay County Jail is
intended to help reduce facility’s recidivism rate

ing,” Sapp said. “We’re raised
with the basic life skills of, you
know, teamwork and resiliency
and trustworthiness and being
truthful, and somewhere along
the way within our life those
basic life skills can get miscon-
strued.”

She noted decisions can be
made based on pleasure and
pain, or they can be made for
selfish reasons.

Moral Reconation Therapy
helps to refocus the decision-
making process.

See Program page 2

Anderson man
convicted of murder

By KEN DE LA BASTIDE
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

MUNCIE — An Anderson man
has been found guilty by
a Delaware County jury of mur-
der in a 2022 road rage incident in
rural Daleville.

Alexander Geesy, 20, is sched-
uled to be sentenced July
26 in Delaware County Circuit
Court Division 5 for the July 22,
2022, shooting death of Randall
Coomer.

Four Anderson residents were
charged in the incident.

On the afternoon of the crime,
Alexander and Ryan Geesy, Bran-
di Zirkle, Dawn Schattner and
three juveniles took two cars
from Anderson to Sharp Ceme-
tery in the 12000 block of South
Delaware County Road 500 West
in rural Daleville “to celebrate a
birthday.”

Zirkle, the Geesys and two of
the juveniles were riding in a
Ford Focus belonging to a sister
of Alexander Geesy, while Schat-
tner and one of the juveniles
were in Schattner’s Ford Explor-
er. During the ride, some of the
occupants of at least one of the
cars yelled obscenities and
“flipped off” occupants of other
vehicles.

Deaths

Case stems

Jfrom 2022

shooting in
Delaware Co.

They ultimately were
involved in a verbal and physi-
cal confrontation with Coomer,
with Alexander firing multiple
shots until Coomer fell into a
ditch.

Ryan Geesy and Brandi
Zirkle pleaded guilty in 2023 to
charges of assisting a criminal
and obstruction of justice. Ryan
Geesy was sentenced to serve 13
months in the Delaware Coun-
ty jail, and three years of the
sentence was suspended. Zirkle
was sentenced to serve two
years on electronic monitoring.

Schattner  has  pending
charges of assisting a criminal,
obstruction of justice and neg-
lect of a dependent. A court
hearing has been set for Aug. 20.

Weather
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Partial
immunity
granted;
case is
sent back

Supreme Court
rules that
president is
immune for
‘official acts’

By DAVE GOLDINER

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

A divided Supreme
Court Monday handed
former President Trump
a major legal victory by
deciding that presidents
enjoy significant criminal
immunity, derailing a
trial for his role in the
Jan. 6 attack.

Even as it rejected
Trump’s claim of
absolute immunity, the
conservative top court
ruled that presidents may
not be criminally charged
for “official acts” while
serving in the White
House.

The 6-3 ruling sends the
case back to U.S. District
Court Judge Tanya
Chutkan for pre-trial pro-
ceedings and almost cer-
tainly prevents Trump
from facing trial before
the November election.

“The nature of presi-
dential power requires
that a former president
have some immunity,”
Justice John Roberts
wrote.

Trump hopes to beat
President Biden and win
back the White House,
when he would likely
order the case dismissed,
even though presidents
are supposed to respect
the independence of fed-
eral prosecutors.

Trump was indicted
last year in what Special
Counsel Jack Smith calls
a sweeping plot to over-
turn his loss to President
Biden in the 2020 election,
an effort that culminated
with the Jan. 6 attack.

See Case page 2

All lit up

Fireworks light up the
sky over Dunkirk City Park
on Saturday night in this
view looking north from
the intersection of
Washington and Center
streets. Independence
Day activities continue
with the 4th of July parade
at 11 a.m. Thursday in
Portland followed by a
celebration at Jay County
Fairgrounds concluding
with fireworks at dusk.
Redkey’s fireworks are
scheduled for Saturday.
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In review

Jay County closed June

Coming up

Wednesday — Coverage of

‘l“ |

Allison Garringer, 1, Port-
land
Details on page 2.

with a high temperature of 73
degrees Sunday. The low was
61.

Expect a low of 70 tonight
with winds gusting to 20 miles
per hour. Skies will be partly
cloudy Wednesday with a
chance of showers and a high
in the upper 80s. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

United Way of Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will partner to host a
free food tailgate at 10 a.m.
Wednesday at Hudson Family
Park in Portland. Income veri-
fication is not required.

this week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Friday — Results from the
Portland  Rockets  game
against the Muncie Chiefs.

Saturday — Photos from
the Jay County 4th of July
Parade in Portland.
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Participants work through
various exercises, challenging
their way of thinking.

“Every exercise just walks
you through, trying to get you
back to what’s most important
to you and keeping those things
in mind while you’re making
decisions,” said Sapp.

Moral Reconation Therapy
has a 16-step process, referred
to as the Freedom Ladder, for
participants to work through
over the course of their time in
the program. (It’s not a varia-
tion of 12-step programs often
used in substance abuse recov-
ery groups and it’s not an edu-
cation group, she noted.) It
breaks the steps into nine
stages: disloyalty, opposition,
uncertainty, injury, non-exis-

tence, danger, emergency, nor-
mal and grace.

Sapp discovered the program
while writing a letter of reference
for A Better Life - Brianna’s Hope
meeting attendee who had com-
pleted a similar program. Sapp
checked out the website and
quickly became interested.

“It was promoted as a really
good tool to also use alongside
any kind of substance abuse
treatment,” she said.

Sapp completed training to
become a Moral Reconation Ther-
apy facilitator in December. An
Indiana Wesleyan University
alumna with a bachelor’s degree
in social work, Sapp noted the
program fits in with her career
field.

“Me personally, I feel like it
helped refresh me,” said Sapp.

CR almanac

“It’s not just for people that have
substance abuse issues. It’s not
just for inmates. It’s for anybody
that has had a rough go at things
and just feels like they need to be
re-centered, be reminded what
they feel like their purpose is, and
how they should be behaving.”

Sapp has been leading the pro-
gram at Jay County Jail since
May, with participants trickling
in over the weeks. As of the end
of June, the program had 13
inmates involved.

“We're building a supportive
environment,” she explained.
“I’'m just there to kind of oversee
and make sure everybody stays
on task.”

Sheriff Ray Newton noted A
Better Life — Brianna’s Hope has
been offering programs — such
as addiction-recovery support

Obituaries

meetings — at the jail since last
year. Moral Reconation Therapy
is a new program intended to
help inmates avoid repeat offens-
es after they leave incarceration,
he explained.

“I feel like our job here is to pre-
vent them from coming back in,”
said Newton. “When they do
come back in, I feel like we've
failed ... The more programs we
offer them, the better chance we
have.”

It takes anywhere from 20 to 32
weeks for participants to com-
plete the program, varying based
on the individual and their
progress. Participants must
expect to be at the jail for that
amount of time in order to join
the group.

“You’ll have people graduating
at different times,” she explained,

noting participants who have
completed the program and are
still inmates at the jail are wel-
come to continue attending the
group to help others.

Groups are split for men and
women. The current group at the
jail is intended for males only,
although a second group for
women could be started in the
future.

Sapp said she would love to
start a program in the communi-
ty as well. She specifically noted
those who don’t meet the criteria,
such as inmates awaiting a
prison transfer or being released
before the end of the 32 weeks.

“I'm hoping that by starting in
jail, I'll be able to get some sort of
good word of mouth going on and
it’ll encourage others that want to
join,” she said.
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Lotteries
Powerball 48-50-57-63-69-78-80
Estimated  jackpot:  Cash &:5-7-22-25-36
$125 million Estimated jackpot:
$379,000
Mega Millions .
Estimated  jackpot: og::;l day
$137 million Midday
. Pick 3: 6-4-4
Hoosier Pick 4: 3-5-4-6
Sunday Pick 5: 0-2-5-7-5
Midday Evening
Daily Three: 7-6-4 Pick 3: 4-9-5
Daily Four: 5-4-1-8 Pick 4: 3-2-9-2

Evening

Daily Three: 2-8-4

Daily Four: 0-2-2-5

Quick Draw: 3-6-9-10-
14-17-19-20-31-38-41-42-45-

Pick 5: 9-5-5-5-0

Rolling Cash 5: 1-2-4-
23-24

Estimated
$150,000

jackpot:

Markets

Cooper Farms
Fort Recovery

(070) i o VUUSURRUR 3.87
Oct. corn ................ 3.92
Wheat ......ccouveeeennnnn 5.12

POET Biorefining
Portland

Corn....ueecceeeecneeennen, 3.95
Aug. corn ................ 3.93
Sept. corn................. 3.88

The Andersons
Richland Township

COrn wevevvveevieeeeennn. 3.84
Aug. corn ................ 3.82
Beans.........ccceu. 11.59

ADM

Montpelier
COrN..eeeecrereereeennen. 3.78
July corn.......ceueeeee. 3.82
Beans......coooeeennns 11.54
July beans.............. 11.24
Wheat .....cccovveneenee. 5.36
Heartland

St. Anthony
COrN..veeecreeeereeennen. 3.87
July corn.................. 3.87
Beans.....ccocoeeveenes 11.34
July beans.............. 11.19
Wheat .....c.ccoveeuenee. 5.12

Today in history

In 1535, Sir Thomas
More’s trial began for
refusing to accept King
Henry VIII as the head of
the Church of England.

In 1838, Charles Dar-
win presented a paper of
his theory of evolution to
the Linnean Society in
London.

In 1968, the U.S., Unit-
ed Kingdom and US.S.R.
were among more than
60 signatories to the
Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, an effort to
stop the spread of
nuclear weapons.

In 2007, Andrea Ban-
ter, 24, Berne, was Kkilled
and nine others, includ-
ing six children ages 7
and younger, were
injured in a traffic colli-

sion at the intersection
of county roads 1150
West and 350 North, west
of Pennville.

In 2020, the United
States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement was signed to
replace the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment that had been in
effect since 1994.

In 2021, after about
four months of discus-
sion, Portland Plan Com-
mission gave a favorable
recommendation to Port-
land City Council for
approval of rezoning 108
acres of land between
Tyson Road and county
road 75 South to allow for
the expansion of U.S.
Aggregates’ stone quarry.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Tuesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

4 pm. Portland
Board of Works execu-
tive session, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St., Pennville.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday

7 am. — Jay County
Board of Health, Jay
County Health Depart-
ment, 504 W. Arch St.,
Portland.

Allison Garringer

Sept. 8, 2022-June 28, 2024

Allison Garringer, age 1, a resi-
dent of Portland, passed away Fri-
day, June 28, 2024, at Riley Hospital
for Children in Indianapolis.

Allison was born Sept. 8, 2022, in
Bluffton, Indiana, the daughter of
Dustin and Holly (Thompson) Gar-
ringer.

Survivors include:

Her parents — Dustin and Holly
Garringer, Portland, Indiana

Her brothers — Koltyn and Kai-
dyn Garringer, Portland, Indiana

Grandparents — Karen Gar-
ringer (Robert), Pennville, Indi-
ana, Phyllis Thompson, Rossville,
Indiana, and Michael Thompson

(wife: Laura), Brook-

ston, Indiana
Great-grandpar-

ents — Keith and

Linda Cline, Pen- fd VA
nville, Indiana | ;
Uncles — Alan i

Garringer (Alexis),

Vincent Cline (Amy) Garringer
and Steven Thomp-
son (Katelyn)

Aunts — Kortney Garringer
(Mason), Catherine and Nicole
Thompson

She was preceded in death by a
grandfather, Bingo Garringer.

Visitation will be held on
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Funer-

Capsule Reports

al services will follow at 2 p.m. on
Wednesday at the funeral home.
Pastor Matt Ransom will officiate
and burial will follow at Green
Park Cemetery in Portland.

Memorials may be directed to
Riley Hospital for Children.

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

The Commercial Review publish-
es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of charge.

They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Holdman to serve

State Sen. Travis Holdman (R-
Markle), who represents Jay County,
will serve as the vice chair for the
Interim Study Committees on Fiscal
Policy and State and Local Tax
Review Task Force.

"I'm always eager to further study
Indiana's tax system and fiscal stand-
ing," Holdman said in a press release.
"The 2025 legislative session is a budg-
et session, which means the Fiscal
Policy and State and Local Tax
Review Task Force committees will
be even more important in under-
standing our tax system and finding
more ways lawmakers can help keep
money in the pockets of hardworking
Hoosiers.”

Other committees he will serve on
this summer include the Funding
Indiana's Roads for a Stronger, Safer
Tomorrow Task Force; Legislative
Council; Legislative State of Emer-
gency Advisory Group; Medicaid
Oversight Committee; Northeast
Indiana Strategic Development Com-
mission; and Simplified State Sales
Tax Administration Delegates.

Study committee agendas are avail-

Case ...

Continued from page 1

District Court Judge
Tanya Chutkan set a trial
date in March, saying the
nation deserved a resolu-
tion before picking the
next president. But she
was forced scrapped that
plan and put all proceed-
ings on hold when Trump
appealed her ruling that
he does not enjoy immu-
nity for the alleged
crimes.

Trump appealed her
decision and the Supreme
Court has taken its time
deciding the case, reject-
ing Smith’s December
plea that they hear it
immediately.

An appeals court panel
comprehensively rejected
Trump’s claim but the
Supreme Court agreed to
hear a new round of oral
arguments in late April.

SERVICES

Today

Loper, Verna: [l am,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday

Garringer, Allison: 2 p.m.,,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

able at iga.in.gov. Committee meet-
ings can also be livestreamed.

Merging crash

A Portland man crashed the vehi-
cle he was driving into a Portland
woman’s truck near the intersection
of Votaw Street and Industrial Park
Drive about 3:57 p.m. Monday.

Mahkiah M. Hunt, 22, was driving a
2013 Kia Optima south on Industrial
Park Drive approaching the intersec-
tion. He told police he didn’t check
the turn lane prior to attempting to
merge into it, causing him to crash
into a 2011 Dodge Ram driven by 45-
year-old Sarah D. Cook of Portland.

Damage estimated between $5,000
and $10,000.

Backing accident

A Portland resident’s car swiped a
parked vehicle along Votaw Street
about 9:13 a.m. Monday:

Jerry Coats, 62, was backing his
1994 Ford F-150 at 133 E. Votaw St.,
Portland, and attempting to avoid a
truck behind him when he struck the
side of a parked 2012 Honda Passport.

Damage is estimated between

Your One-Stop
Print Shop

We save you time and money

GRAP

PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecr.com

260-126-8141
Count on us for all of your
copying needs:

Flyers * Posters * Business Cards » Carhonless Forms
Full-color or B & W Postcards * Brochures

$2,500 and $5,000. The Honda Passport
is registered to Elaine Smith of Port-
land.

Pole hit

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000 after a Portland
man struck a telephone pole in the
parking lot at Pak-a-Sak in Redkey
about 7:10 p.m. Friday.

Bryan E. Cline, 62, was turning his
2002 Ford F-550 around in the lot at
9017 Indiana 67 when his vehicle hit
the pole, which snapped and damaged
his truck. Cline’s vehicle was towed.

Cow accident

A Portland man drove into a cow
along Indiana 18 in Jay County about
6 a.m. Saturday:.

Trenton J. Webster, 20, was driving
his 2005 Chevrolet Silverado west on
the highway when he noticed a cow in
the road. He wasn’t able to avoid hit-
ting the animal, which belongs to
Larry Coleman of rural Bryant and
Dustin Robinette of Montpelier.

Webster’s vehicle was towed, with
damage estimated between $5,000 and
$10,000.

IC
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Daughter’s first trip was an adventure

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

We were weary as to
how the weekend was
going to play out.

Back in January, we
were informed one of our
Ohio friends was expect-
ing her first child. A few
months later, not long
after our child was born,
the baby shower invita-
tion came in the mail.

We were looking for-
ward to the occasion; not
only were we going to have
the opportunity to shower
some of our friends, but
we’d be able to show off
our own baby to the friend
group we left two and a
half years ago.

Baby Schanz is no
stranger to  vehicles.
Three days a week she
goes to day care (more on
that in an upcoming col-
umn). Car rides almost
soothe her. She may be
fussy at times when we
first get in the car, but she

Parental
Ponderings

soon calms down and
before we know it she’s
zonked out. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long the drive,
either. She’ll — dare I say
it? — sleep like a baby.

Friday afternoon, I
loaded up our Ford Escape
with  everything we
thought we needed, which
included our Dbaby’s
stroller, bouncer and a
suitcase filled with her
clothes, medicine, diapers,
etc.

Because the shower was
for the ladies only, Chrissy
and I made sure we had
enough breast milk to get
me by should our 3-month-
old baby need to be fed.

(Chrissy chose not to take
our daughter with her to
the shower so as to not
overshadow the expecting
mother.)

It’s roughly a four-hour
drive from our house in
Saginaw to our friends’
place in Spencerville,
Ohio. We got on the road
shortly after 5 pm. — an
hour after we were antici-
pating — and, like clock-
work, once we hit the
expressway, Baby Schanz
fell asleep.

She did great. She slept
like a rock, only waking
on occasions when we’d
adjust her to ensure she
could still breathe.

Dundee, Michigan, is
often our pit stop when we
head to Ohio as it’s rough-
ly the midway point. It
allows us to stop for
snacks, to use the rest-
room and refuel if neces-
sary.

On this trip, we didn’t
need to refuel but we were

in need of dinner. As we
were in the drive-thru of a
fast food joint, Chrissy
came to a stunning revela-
tion.

We left the milk — our
biggest stressor going into
the weekend was making
sure we had it — in the
fridge at home.

Immediate panic, and
then a quick audible.

Thankfully, Chrissy had
brought her pump and
accessories. So, before we
hit the road again, she set
up the machine so she
could pump on the road.
She was also diligent
throughout the rest of the
day to pump as often as
she could to make sure I
had what I needed to get
Baby Schanz through the
shower with Mom away.

Saturday afternoon
came and, with Chrissy
away at the shower, Baby
Schanz did exactly what
Dad was doing — napped.
Turns out, the extent to

which Chrissy ensured
there would be enough
milk for me to feed in her
absence was for naught.
Baby Schanz slept the
afternoon away.

The rest of the trip went
by smoothly. Dinner on
Saturday night with even
more friends who got to
meet Baby Schanz was
delightful. The following
morning, breakfast with
one of Chrissy’s former
coworkers allowed her to
meet our child and for us
to meet her new son, who
is eight days younger than
our daughter.

The weekend was also
our maiden voyage with
our pack-and-play, and it
might as well have been
her bassinet or crib since
she slept so well in it each
night.

On our way home, Baby
Schanz again slept like a
log, and again only needed
some adjusting to confirm
she was still alive and

breathing. We stopped at
the  225,000-square-foot
Cabela’s in Dundee to pro-
vide her first interaction
with fish (there’s an
aquarium inside).

She was not impressed.
But she did pick out her
own toy for the first time
— a plush dog that rattles
— by immediately putting
it in her mouth and not
wanting to let it out of her
grasp.

To say Baby Schanz was
a champ on her first time
out of state wouldn’t be
giving her enough credit.
She handled the long car
ride and the hours in her
carrier extremely well.

Her first trip was an
adventure. We hope it was
the first of many.

Chris Schanz is a former
CR Sports Editor embark-
ing on a new journey as a
father. You can reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.c
om.

Widower strugghng to continue forward

DEAR ABBY: I was married to
a wonderful woman for 27 happy
years until she passed last year.
We did everything together. Now
I feel lonely and depressed. We
had a sweet furry guy named
Maxx who was our whole world.
I lost Maxx a few months ago,
and I am devastated.

I'm a very hardworking man.
After losing my family, I feel life-
less — like the life has been
sucked out of my body. My co-
workers tell me I need to start
dating and move on. It’s not that
easy. Is this normal?

I have been attending grief
therapy, but it doesn’t seem to be
working. I tried joining a dating
site but it’s a disaster out there.
Most of the women are gold dig-

ladies. I don’t think I'm ever
going to find someone intelli-
gent or reasonable. What do you
suggest? — OUT OF SORTS IN
OREGON

DEAR OUT OF SORTS:
Please accept my sympathy
for the loss of your dear wife.
I’'m sure she is irreplaceable.
Losing Maxx, your emotional
support furry friend, has
only added to your loss.

you have been getting hasn’t
helped, it may be time to find
another therapist. Do not
begin dating until you are
stronger emotionally.

If you are contacting only
“curvy ladies” for their looks,
it may be why you are finding
“gold diggers or women inter-
ested only in hookups.” You
will meet women who are
intelligent and reasonable
once you start looking specif-
ically for ladies who have
those qualities. Once you do,
you may be surprised to find
some of them are curvy. But,

please, make “curvy” the
third item on your list.
DEAR ABBY: I have an

mutual friend. The acquain-
tance now lives in another state.
She is a taker and a talker, and I
have nothing in common with
her. She has made antisemitic
comments that left me speech-
less and unable to respond. I
regret not being able to speak up
at that time.

This woman stayed with me at
my house a few years ago, which
was awkward and uncomfort-
able. I respond to her texts out of
politeness. I do not contact her.
She has just contacted me to say
she’s visiting my state in two
months. I do not want to get
together with her, but I respond-
ed by telling her we could check
in closer to the date.

I do not want her to stay at my
house. I would be OK with lunch,

try to find a way to get me to pay
for it. I like how you find appro-
priate words to use when
responding to difficult situa-
tions. What is your advice,
please? TIMID IN COL-
ORADO

DEAR TIMID: Grow a
backbone. You should not
have told this woman you
would decide about hosting
her “closer to the date of her
arrival.” Notify her NOW
that you won’t be available
when she is in your state, or
you may wind up hosting
her. If she presses, tell her
that you have grown apart
and in different directions.
Then wish her well, make
your exit and do not respond

gers or in
hookups.

interested only
I like only curvy

Because the grief counseling

Community Calendar

acquaintance I became friendly
with 20 years ago through a

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the

meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend the club. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution

West
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care
or suffering from an ill-
ness, the group will meet
at 2 p.m. the first Wednes-
day of each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-

Jay Community

mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from memo-
ry loss, will meet at 10:30
a.m. the first Friday of
each month in the Fire-
place Room at Edelweiss
Place at Swiss Village in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 589-3173.
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Please make the voyage upstream

To the editor:

One time, a very long time ago,
there was a beautiful stream that
flowed freely:.

The water was crystal clear,
and people enjoyed finding beau-
tiful rocks and watching numer-
ous fish flow down the stream
every day. They would wade
across the stream to pick wild-
flowers and many different types
of berries to make pies and
breads.

Deer, squirrels and many
other types of wildlife would
come and drink from this stream
daily.

Children would wade in this
stream; people would gather
their water in buckets from this
crystal-clear stream.

This stream ended up flowing

Letters to
the Editor

into a pond that was simply
amazing and people came from
miles around to enjoy this pond.
They had picnics beside it. Fam-
ilies would come specifically to
this pond to have their portraits
taken, friends would meet up
and go swimming. People would
come and catch fish for their sup-
per that very same night.

Beside this pond there was the
most gorgeous tree imaginable.
Children would climb the tree,

friends would play hide and seek
behind the tree, people would lay
out a blanket under the tree and
read a book until their heart was
content, others would take a nap
in the shade of the tree. Life was
like a little piece of heaven on
earth for all who visited.

One day, the pond had many
dead fish in it. All the people
gathered around it and simply
couldn’t believe their eyes, they
just didn’t understand why all
the fish had died.

The bigger the crowd got; the
more rumors flew about why the
fish had died. Of course, no one
knew the real reason.

Finally, a few people in the
crowd said, “Instead of standing
here wondering how this could
have happened, let’s go upstream

and see if we can figure out the
real reason.”

So, they started upstream.
They went slowly so they could
see everything in sight. It was
not an easy task, and it took
them a long time.

However, the further upstream
they went, the more they learned
along the way. These few people
gained knowledge and learned
how to prepare themselves to be
the change to make the environ-
ment, the stream and the pond
become beautiful again.

This story holds truth to so
much going on in our world
today. There are so many
changes that can be made to
make life worth living, not just
surviving — people truly caring
for other people, and wonderful

places to make yourself and oth-
ers feel better.

You don’t have to travel far
away to make the changes need-
ed. Start in your own backyard,
give a stranger a smile, stop and
say hi to your neighbor, pick up
that piece of trash that you see on
the sidewalk, ask what your com-
munity needs and then become a
pivotal part of those needs.

The more you learn, the more
you understand; the more you
understand, the more you help;
the more you help, the more you
will come to love yourself, your
family, your friends and your
community.

Please follow us upstream.

Stephanie Patterson

Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition

Massive budget

won’t keep us safe

By LINDSAY
KOSHGARIAN
OtherWords

If you looked at the U.S.
military budget without
knowing otherwise, you’d
probably guess we were in
World War III.

Our military spending
is now the highest it’s
been at any point since
World War II — and Con-
gress keeps adding more.
The House of Representa-
tives just passed legisla-
tion that will take mili-
tary spending to $895 bil-
lion, while the Senate
Armed Services Commit-
tee passed a bill that
would total $923 billion.

Those totals don’t even
include the military aid to
Ukraine and Israel that
was included in the $95
billion war package Con-
gress passed this spring.
We’re teetering closer and
closer to a $1 trillion mili-
tary budget.

Adjusting for inflation,
the last time the national
security budget topped $1
trillion was in 1945, the
final year of World War II.

Unlike a world war,
there’s nothing happening
today that can justify this
level of spending. Even
the war in Ukraine and
the decimation of Gaza
(which is being carried
out with U.S.-supplied
weapons) account for just
a small fraction of overall
spending.

So what’s all this spend-
ing for?

It’s to keep the U.S. mili-
tary machine running as
it has since World War 1II,
with the more or less
explicit goal of global mil-
itary domination. That
goal is shared by many in
Congress. But members
of Congress also receive
constant encouragement
— and campaign funds —
from for-profit, corporate
military contractors who
can expect to receive
about half of the total mil-
itary budget.

But it turns out that
global military domi-
nance is pretty expensive.
And luckily, it’s not at all
necessary to safeguard
U.S. security.

After 20 years of disas-
trous wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, too many in
Congress and military
leadership haven’t
learned that having the
biggest, strongest mili-
tary in the history of the
world costs a lot — more
than $21 trillion in the
first 20 years of the mil-
lennium — but doesn’t
make the world any safer.

Senator Roger Wicker
(R-MS) called for adding
another $55 billion to the
already-gargantuan Pen-

Lindsay
Koshgarian

tagon budget — supposed-
ly justified by competition
with China. But the US.
military budget is
already more than three
times higher than China’s.

Many experts agree
that the military threat
from the Chinese has
been oversold. But what-
ever threats the U.S. faces,
it should say something
more troubling about the
U.S. military if we can’t
achieve security by
spending more than three
times what an adversary
spends.

Anyone genuinely con-
cerned with the security
of the American people
should be more concerned
about that $1 trillion mili-
tary budget. The obses-
sion with China and world
dominance is bleeding
our public coffers. This is
money that can’t be
invested in infrastruc-
ture, education, health
care, or other necessities
to keep our own country
functioning.

Meanwhile, as another
summer starts, we face
growing bills for disaster
relief from floods and heat
waves to storms and wild-
fires. In a world where cli-
mate change is making
these disasters more fre-
quent, we have to start
budgeting for  those
expenses and doing more
to limit the damage by
transitioning to renew-
able energy.

Even a fraction of the $1
trillion soon to be spent
on the military would go a
long way to making life
safer on each of these
fronts.

Luckily, we don’t face
the same problems the
world did in 1945 — and we
don’t need a World-War-
IlI-level military budget.
Instead, we need members
of Congress to do three
things: focus on the prob-
lems we do have, stop try-
ing to rule the world, and
have the spine to say no to
military contractors.

Only then will we have a
budget designed for 2024,
not 1945.

Koshgarian directs the
National Priorities Project
at the Institute for Policy
Studies.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.
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Tax cut proposals are silly

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

We are well into election season, so
we are bombarded with talk of slash-
ing taxes. Nearly all of this is elec-
tioneering nonsense that won’t come
to pass.

There’s almost nothing new under
the sun in the way of tax-and-spend-
ing policy, so almost every proposal
will come with reams of examples to
compare it to and plenty of data on
the experiences of other states. One
way to do this is to skim through
some of the proposals that have been
floated in recent weeks.

One proposal that has been making
the rounds is to eliminate property
taxes for Hoosiers who are over age 65
or have served 10 years in the mili-
tary. Another proposal would freeze
assessments at the purchase price of
the home. These come from the Beck-
with and Rainwater campaigns.
These proposals are likely to be popu-
lar, at least in the Hicks household,
where this would immediately elimi-
nate property taxes on my home.

The authors of these proposals did-
n’t make any claims about the pur-
pose. So, I can only speculate why
such a cut would be structured. But I
can draw some clear conclusions
about what it might or might not do to
the economy.

There’s nothing in that proposal
that would grow population, employ-
ment, GDP or household incomes. In
fact, population growth tends to clus-
ter in high-tax places. In Indiana, the
10 counites with the highest effective
property tax rates alone accounted
for 27,105 new residents since 2020, a
whopping 61.3 percent of the state’s
entire population growth. The 10
counties with the lowest effective
property tax rates saw only 878 new
residents, or less than 2 percent of the
state’s growth.

I know many readers will recoil at
this challenge to a long-held notion
that lower taxes cause growth. How-
ever, it is a cold, hard fact that both
population and employment growth
is positively correlated with tax rates
on income and property.

In Indiana, a 1 percent increase in
the average tax rate leads to a 2 per-
cent increase in population growth.
That is simple mathematics.

No one quite says, “That place has

Michael
J. Hicks

higher taxes; I want to move there.”
Despite what many politicians
appear to believe, though, households
are sophisticated economic agents.
Most families are capable of assess-
ing tax rates and the quality and
quantity of local public services.
They look for the best fit of home,
schools, safety, and traffic they can
find. On average, they are moving to
higher-tax places.

These are places where families
judge themselves better off. If you
live in a state where families are mov-
ing from low- to high-tax regions,
your state is underinvesting in local
amenities such as schools, parks, and
public safety.

Indiana is such a state, and cutting
taxes for elders and veterans would
worsen the problem. Here’s why.

Indiana’s property taxes are budg-
et-based. So, if the legislature
excludes a particularly meritorious
set of taxpayers—such as economics
professors who are also retired sol-
diers—someone else pays that tax or
services get cut.

So, if this tax proposal becomes
law, my property taxes will drop by
100 percent, but my neighbors will all
pay more. Probably a lot more.

Statewide, roughly 1 in 5 house-
holds would be excluded from proper-
ty taxes in this scenario. Moreover,
the value of housing stock owned by
older Hoosiers is higher than that of
younger families. So, this proposal
could shift a third of property taxes to
younger, poorer residents.

I say ‘could’ because some of those
properties will be at the property tax
caps. These caps make Indiana’s
property tax rates among the lowest
in the nation. So, in some communi-
ties, we would expect cuts to other
local services. For every dollar lost to
these cuts, about 42 cents will be fund-
ing for schools, with most of the
remainder coming from the budgets
of cities and counties.

That would mean less, perhaps
much less, available money for fire
protection, police, and parks. You
know, the types of things families
judge a community by when consid-
ering whether to relocate there.

And there’s the rub on all this.

Tax cuts will be welcomed by us
old-timey veterans, but that will do
precious little to influence house-
hold relocation. Indiana is already
an older-than-average state that
doesn’t charge income tax on mili-
tary pay or retirement. Our chal-
lenge isn’t getting people like me to
move here. Our challenge is getting
young people—our children, grand-
children and their friends—to live
here.

A tax cut on seniors and veterans
will have two clear effects. It will
result in higher taxes on younger
families and reduce public spending
on schools, parks, police and fire
departments. There are other effects
as well. If you suppose that action
will benefit the state’s economy, or
encourage more families to move
here, I am sorry. You are daft.

Selective cuts in property taxes
will also affect housing markets.
This will be particularly true of a
proposed assessment freeze. Older
residents will be disinclined to relo-
cate to lower-cost housing if they pay
no property taxes.

California tried a version of this
more than 40 years ago, and it has
clobbered housing options for young
people, strangled public services and
helped destroy neighborhoods.

I could go on and on about this pro-
posal, but I stop here to congratulate
you. Because, if you made it this far,
you've thought more about the effect
of this tax proposal than its authors.

I would encourage everyone to ask
folks who might support these tax
cuts if they are fine making it hard-
er for their kids and grandkids to
build a life in Indiana. If they say no,
send them this column.

Hicks is the director of the Center
for Business and Economic Research
and the George and Frances Ball dis-
tinguished professor of economics in
the Miller College of Business at Ball
State University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Ribbon
cutting

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony last week
for the grand re-opening of
Progressive Del Toro Office
Products. Under the new
ownership of Adolfo Solis,
the business at 120 N.
Meridian St., Portland, has

]
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been remodeled.

Ardagh closing Houston facility

Ardagh Glass Packaging
announced last week that it will
be closing its Houston facility
and halting production at its
Seattle wine glass production
facility.

The Houston closure will
result in 220 jobs lost while
almost 250 are expected to be laid
off in connection with the Seattle
shutdown. The company indicat-
ed that a continued consumer
shift to cans for beer had an
impact on the decision.

“After reviewing current beer
market conditions,” we have
announced the closure of our
Houston, Texas glass production
facility, effective July 2024,” said
Gina Behrman, Ardagh vice
president of marketing, commu-
nications and new production
development in a statement to
Packaging Dive. “The affected
customer base will be supplied
from Ardagh’s remaining glass
manufacturing facilities across
the U.S.

The company operates glass
manufacturing facilities in
Dunkirk and Winchester.

New to practice

Nurse practitioner Veronica
Rupel has joined Lutheran
Health Physicians in Bluffton.

Rupel previously worked as a
registered nurse at Bluffton
Regional Medical Center for 25
years. She earned her master’s
degree in nursing from Indiana
Wesleyan University.

For additional information,
visit
lutheranhealthphysicians.com.

New flavors

Scooter’s Coffee is adding a
variety of new flavor options to
its menu.

The coffee shop will offer
OREO blenders and cake bits for
its coffee drinks, strawberry lime
and pineapple mint for its

Business
roundup

Quenchers and the new Carame-
licious Creme cold brew.
For details, visit

scoffee.com.

scooter-

Shifting to mail

The Star Press (Muncie)
announced recently that it will be
shifting completely to mail deliv-
ery beginning July 15.

"All of our readers can access
our digital platforms, where they
can get the latest news about
their communities," editor Vir-
ginia Black said in a story for the
Star Press. "But we know some of
our subscribers prefer the print-
ed newspaper, which doesn't
always arrive at your homes on
time. Transitioning to postal
delivery will ensure consistent
delivery."

Papers will be delivered same-
day with the exception of Sun-
day’s edition, which will be deliv-
ered Saturday.

Applications open

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce is accepting applications
for the Indiana Best Places to
Work in Manufacturing 2024
awards.

Manufacturers can register for
the program at bestplacestowork-
manufacturingin.com. For more
information, email
answers@workforcerg.com or
call (281) 602-5004.

The deadline is July 26.

Papers purchased

Paxton Media Group last week
announced its purchase of three
Indiana newspapers.

Media merger firm Dirks, Van
Essen & April announced in a
press release that Paxton will
take ownership of the Banner
Graphic (Greencastle), the Times
(Brazil) and the Greene County
Daily World on Monday. Its pur-
chase also includes the State-
Gazette (Dyersburg, Tennessee).

Paxton is purchasing the publi-
cations from Rust Communica-
tions.

“We believe in local newspa-
pers, and in their value to a com-
munity, and we are committed to
continue the excellent tradition
the State-Gazette, Banner Graph-
ic, Brazil Times and Greene
County Daily World has,” said
president and CEO Jamie Paxton
in a press release.

Prior to the purchase, Paxton
already owned 14 daily newspa-
pers in Indiana, including The
Courier-Times (New Castle), The
Chronicle-Tribune (Marion), the
Huntington Herald Press and the
Connersville News-Examiner.

Open call underway

Walmart’s annual Open Call
event is underway.

The event allows small busi-
ness owners and entrepreneurs
the chance to pitch their products
to be sold by Walmart or Sam’s
club. Those selected through
Open call will receive mentoring
from Walmart leaders. They will
also have a one-on-one pitch meet-
ing with Walmart or Sam’s Club
merchants.

Applications are available at
rangeme.com/walmartopen-
call2024. The deadline is Monday;,
July 15.

Schools split

The split between Indiana Uni-
versity and Purdue University in
Indianapolis became official
Monday.

The former IUPUI is now two
separate universities and cam-

puses. Indiana University Indi-
anapolis is now a standalone
campus for the IU system while
Purdue University in Indianapo-
lis is considered an extension of
the main campus in West
Lafayette. The universities had
announced plans for the split
almost two years ago.

“The time is ripe for us to go in
slightly different ways,” inaugu-
ral IU Indianapolis chancellor
Latha Ramchand told the Indi-
anapolis Business Journal last
week. “All of which is geared
towards helping support this
region, support our city, our state,
as we move forward in terms of
economic growth, development
and prosperity.”

“Today is about making sure
that the future tech-driven pros-
perity will be here in Indianapo-
lis and central Indiana with eco-
nomic growth and brain gain,”
said Purdue president Mung Chi-
ang during an event Thursday in
Indianapolis.

IUPUI was founded in 1969.

Events secured

Indiana Sports Corp. has
secured a deal to bring three of
WWE’s largest events to the
Hoosier state.

The entities announced last
week that WWE’s Royal Rumble,
SummerSlam and WrestleMania
will all be held in Indiana in the
coming years.

The only of the events that is
currently on the schedule is the
2025 Royal Rumble, which will be
held Feb. 1 at Lucas Oil Stadium.
The venue will play host two two-
day WrestleMania and Summer-
Slam events in future years.

“For over four decades, our
city’s sports strategy has brought
in millions of visitors and price-
less hours of international
brand-building media coverage,"
said Patrick Talty, president of
Indiana Sports Corp., in a press

release. "This partnership with
WWE continues to push that
strategy forward in new and
exciting ways."

The agreement also includes
plans for WWE TV shows Raw,
Smackdown and NXT, and other
live events, at arenas in Indi-
anapolis, Fort Wayne and Evans-
ville.

Chair named

Mohamed Abdel-Mottaleb has
been named as the founding chair
of the new Department of Com-
puter Science at the Indiana Uni-
versity Luddy School of Infor-
matics, Computing and Engineer-
ing in Indianapolis.

Abdel-Mottaleb has been
involved in research with 3D
facial recognition, biometric
recognition, visual tracking and
medical image processing. He
previously served as chair of the
Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering at the
University of Miami’s College of
Engineering.

“With more than 9,000 technol-
ogy firms generating an econom-
ic contribution exceeding $53 bil-
lion, Indiana is rapidly emerging
as a hub of technological innova-
tion in the Midwest, and we are
thrilled to welcome a technologi-
cal innovator of Abdel-Mottaleb’s
stature to campus at this pivotal
time,” IU Indianapolis chancellor
Latha Ramchand said in a press
release. “He will bring the vision
and leadership to create a strong
computer science program in
Indianapolis that will foster a
robust talent pipeline for these
industries and set up our stu-
dents for career success.”

He will step into his new role
for the fall semester.

Does your business have news to
share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Local %

Businesses

h /4 A

Services

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

Hopkins Repair,
LLC

Auto & light truck repair

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Prevention
Coalition

Brigade

You’re safer
with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,
Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman

Williams

Portland, IN

This local business listing runs

$25, or $50.

4 times a month with packages of either

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

8-5:30 Mon-Fri,

Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001

Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

Closed Sat & Sun.

www.williamsautoparts.com

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com
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SPEED BUMP

Peanuts

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

£2024 Bl Keana, 1
Dist by King Fentures Synd
www.lamilycircus com

“Heat makes things expand.

That’s why days are longer
in the summer.”

21947 Punrsy Workdure LLE, Dot by Ao MoVes

WHY SHOULD WE GIVE
YOU HALF OF OUR
MONEY 7 TEN-PERCENT
15 ALL YOU DESERVE!

AND (F I'TELL YOU
HALF LITTLE WINDOW-
EYES, WHAT ARE YOU
GONNA DO, HIT ME?

e

72

AnEAn T

© 2024 UFS Inc.

HOU'L, SAY
ANYTUING TO

Agnes

Distributed by Andrews McMee! Syndication
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TOV DRAWER.

THE BEST HOLIDAY
OFTHE SUMMER. |

L
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NO.. THERE'S RUR [ THERE LSN\D
YOUR GRANDMAS |~
FeeT” DAY ON

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SIGN UP FOR
OUR “WACATION

SPECIAL"?
e\

ON THE PLUS SIDE,
You'RE NOW FREE
O THE SECOND

L&

Between Friends

Hl, JoPUNE, I'D LIKE

To MRKE AN APPOINTMENT

FoR. B CUT

Blondie

COING To EMBRACE
MY TNNER. GRAY

O

g

reticats, b
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Just Ased...
THATS A SPIN
I HADN'T
CONSIDERED
N

WHAT'S THE SPECIAL TODAY? )
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OH? WHAT'S SO SPECIAL ABOUT

EVERYTHING TODAY? -

Snuffy Smith

[ T THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IN
A MONTH THAT EVERYTHING ON

THE MENU WAS MADE (/-
. FRESH THE i 2)

SAME DAY A9 -

e e
COMBSKINZGM 2O B ITE-006 -2 ulty-£m 1

Beetle Bailey

S
T’ SMIF OAK

OLDEST LIviN“
THIN
HOOTIN'

YEP, BUT WE'RE
A'GAININ' ON YA,

OLD-TIMER !

=
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(3 <o
5

‘ﬁ%ﬁ:”)._.:@

a0

2g® o

2024 oy King Featuras Syndicats, Inc. World rights rnmr\w

YOU'VE GOT
A CRACK
IN YOUR

BLOCK

NoT YOou,
YOUR JEEP

7074 Comicana, Inc. Distrisuted by King Featwres Syndicate

I STILLPON'T
LIKE THE WAY
You SAIP

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE

FARM ¢+ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL « VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence @yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Aty Sales & Senuice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel's

'.'t, Von Schrader Dry

| foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

7/ e :
Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

A & S Building
Construction, LLC

All Types of

construction
New Homes,

Remodeling,
Roofing, Siding

Garages, Barns,
Concrete work , Basement &
Foundation Replacement

260-341-3023

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

The correct discard

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable,

NORTH
as52
YK982
+Q9643
#8584
WLEST EAST
AA43 #QJ1098
Yo4d Vs
+AKTS 1082
*Q172 &K 1053
SOUTH
aK76
YAQII1073
4+
AADE
The bidding:
Somth  West North  East
v Dble bA 4 24
4%
Opening lead - six of hearts.

When vou realize that half your
life at the bridge table is spent
defending against opposing con-
tracts, it becomes obvious that
unless vou and your partner defend
reasonably well, you will have very
little chance of winning.

In most deals, top-notch defense
depends much more on partnership
cooperation than on individual
effort. Each defender should there-
fore do everything possible to steer
his partner in the right direction.

For example, let’s say you ho
the Fast hand and South reach
four hearts as shown. Declarer wi
your partner’s trump lead with t
ten and returns a low trump
dummy’s eight. What should w
discard at trick two?

This might appear to be an insi
nificant decision to make, but act
ally you could cost your side t
contract it vou make the wrol
discard. Let’s say you discard eith
the eight or nine of spades, or t
deuce of diamonds or five of chul

In that case, alter declarer led
low diamond to his jack, your pa
ner would win but would have
tough time trying to figure o
what 1o play next, He might co
clude that his best return was t
ace of spades, which would hai
South the contract.

The correct discard at trick two
the queen of spades! This tells Wk
that you have a spade sequen
headed by the Q-J-10 while denyil
that you have the king. (If you
the K-Q-J you'd signal with t
king, not the queen.)

As a consequence of this discar
your partner — knowing th
South has the king ol spades
would exit with a club at trick for
and declarer would eventually |
down one, losing a diamond, a cli
and two spades.

Tomorrow: The guess that went to school.
2024 King leatures Syndicate Ine
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CRYPTOQUIP

U XQKMXUG

RUCMFQI EMBMCW MC U XGQVAF

KMWEF VYBBACGN RYKT QYF

UCB XIN
Yesterday’s

“VYTTGMAV!”
Cryptoquip:

THICK-SKINNED

SNAPPING REPTILE THAT REALLY LIKES
LOUNGING ABOUT IN BACK ROADS: AN ALLEY-

GATOR.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals J

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Chow DOWN 21 Film fan

1 Hoose- down 1 Toast 22 Knight's
gow 377,0n toppings address

5 Remote older 2 Border on 23 — Kippur
batteries, phones  3“Casa- 24 Boxing
often 38 "Morning blanca” legend

8 Mardi Joe” role 25 Solo in
Gras network 4 Maui space
wear 41 Large memento 26 Summer

12 Compe- snake 5 Fossil cooler
tent 42 Sault — resin 27 Touch

13 Roman Marie 6 Medicinal  lightly
1051 45 Base- plant 28 Fury

14 — Bator ball's 7Halfa 29 — Talks

15 Jewelry Moises dozen (lecture
container, 46 Spa treat- 8 Legumes series)
often menis in an 31 Ball club?

17 Aswan’s 48 Hairdo Asian 34 Rug
river 49 Singer recipe cleaner,

18 Depot DiFranco 9 Inter — briefly
(Abbr.) 50 Sob 10 Pretzel 35 Basra

19 Stan of 51 Feudal season- resident
Marvel laborer ing 37 Talking
Comics 52 Rap 11 Leg joint points?

20 Marble sheet 16 Jazz 38 Apple
type letters singer comput-

21Sea,to 53 McGregor  Laine ers
Gigi of film 20 Televise 39 — gin fiz:

22 Bro, 40 Dark film
maybe Solution time: 22 mins. genre

23 BUmpkin NEE mlalR 41 Non-

26 Backyard [c]u]alm A sense
cooking S|T] 1 J 42 Hearty
area PIEIN 2 dish

30 Nor- N i 43 Mother of
wegian E g Helios
saint T m 44 “NFL

31 Soap unit P C Live”

32 Rhine A % channel
feeder | RIE[B[A| 46 Goat's

335UV's R NJEJE|D cry
kin 1AM LITIS] 47 Shock

35 Paid (up) Yesterday’s answer 7.2 partner

1 2 |3 [4 g [1c 11

12

15

18

28 |29
43 |44

00 CLASSIFIEDS

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

N Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

YARD SALE (east of
Bloomfield school) Fri-
day July 5th 9am-4pm.
Saturday July 6th 9-?
Large yearly yard sale!
Most things are under
$1.00

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10a.m.-4p.m.
Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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Lynn ...

Continued from page 8

There was a momentary
on-field delay as words
were exchanged, but the
benches did not empty nor
were any ejections made.

Green induced a flyout
vs. Paul Goldschmidt fol-
lowing the hit by pitch to
Contreras and was
replaced on the mound by
lefty Sam Moll as left-
handed hitter Brendan
Donovan was due up next.
Moll got Donovan ground
out to end the fifth inning.

Lynn reaches 1,000

Lynn secured his third
strikeout of the afternoon
when he froze Noelvi
Marte on a cutter thrown
middle-away to the right-
handed-hitting 22-year-old
in the second inning.

The strikeout was
Lynn’s 1,000th in his
career with the Cardinals.
The milestone strikeout
made him the sixth Cardi-
nals pitcher to do so join-
ing Bob Gibson (3,117),
Adam Wainwright (2,202),
Dizzy Dean (1,095), Chris
Carpenter (1,085) and Bob
Forsch (1,079).

A graphic acknowledg-
ing Lynn’s 1,000th strike-
out as a Cardinal was
shown on the video board
at Busch Stadium. The
Busch Stadium crowd
gave the right-hander a
standing ovation follow-
ing the strikeout of Marte.

)

[ ] [J
Sweeping champions
Portland Optimist swept up the top spot in the Portland Junior League Rookie softball division in the regular season
and the tournament championship on June 27. Portland Optimist also took home two of the three individual postseason

awards as Ava Lotchefeld (second from left in the middle row) earned Rookie of the Year honors and Ava VAnSkyock (right of
Lotchefeld) was named Miss Softball.

LeBron and Bronny to make NBA history

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

NEW YORK The first
round of the NBA draft at Bar-
clays Center yielded a massive
surprise with the Lakers taking
Tennessee All-American Dal-
ton Knecht with the 17th pick.

One day later, inside a televi-
sion studio near the East River
in New York City, a more pre-
dictable addition to the Lakers’
roster occurred.

As expected, the team select-
ed Bronny James, son of Lak-
ers star LeBron James, with the
No. 55 pick, making the two
more than just the first father
and son to play in the league
together at the same time. The
two will also be teammates.

“NBA history could be
made,” Rob Pelinka said in Los
Angeles. “And NBA history
should be made in a Lakers uni-
form.”

LeBron James has the ability
to opt out of his contract by
June 29 and become an unre-
stricted free agent. The wide-
spread belief among NBA exec-

utives is that he will remain
with the Lakers, with only the
type of contract left to be for-
malized.

The pick Thursday came
after years of speculation about
LeBron James lengthening his
career long enough to get to
play alongside his son.

In the last 12 months, though,
that plan moved to the back-
ground as the messaging
focused more on finding the
best situation for Bronny
James.

Bronny James, a 6-foot-1
guard, became an All-American
himself after his senior year at
Sierra Canyon High before
committing to USC. But during
a preseason training session at
Galen Center, James collapsed
after a cardiac arrest and sub-
sequently required surgery to
treat a congenital heart defect.

He returned to competitive
play on Dec. 10 and played 25
games for the Trojans, averag-
ing only 4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds
and 2.1 assists.

James entered the draft fol-
lowing the season, cementing

Sports on tap

himself as a potential second-
round pick with his play in the
draft combine in Chicago.

“My dream has always just
been to put my name out, make
a name for myself, and of
course, you know, get to the
NBA,” Bronny James said then.
“... I never thought about just
playing with my dad, but of
course he’s, he’s brought it up a
couple times. But yeah, I don’t
think about it.”

It’s a reality now, the Lakers
and James’ agent executing a
plan to get him to Los Angeles.

In the pre-draft process, Rich
Paul said that James wouldn’t
be signing a two-way deal. And,
according to ESPN analyst Bob
Myers, Paul was calling teams
on Thursday threatening that
Bronny James would play in
Australia if he were picked by a
team they didn’t want him to go
to.

Still, Pelinka told reporters
that the Lakers weren’t sure
they’d be able to land James
until the Boston Celtics passed
on him at pick No. 54.

“[JJ] Reddick and I were able

to welcome him to the Lakers
family and let him know that
this moment was happening
mostly because of the work he’s
put into the game and because
of the character and kind of
young man that he is, “ Pelinka
said in mentioning the team’s
new coach. “That was what was
expressed to him on the phone
call.”

Detractors pointed to his sta-
tistics, just 4.8 points on 36.6%
shooting in 25 games, and his
size at 6-foot-1 1/2 as the pri-
mary reasons why he didn’t
belong on draft boards.

His supporters see a pro-
jectable NBA athlete with the
potential to impact the game on
the defensive end and with a
positive trajectory as a shooter.
At the NBA combine in May,
James shot the ball incredibly
well in drills to build some
momentum into the before the
draft.

James didn’t attend the sec-
ond-round event, which was
held inside a television studio
one day after the first round,
the first time the league has

stretched the draft to two days.

Following the draft, the Lak-
ers added French forward
Armel Traore and Pittsburgh
wing Blake Hinson on two-way
contracts, according to people
familiar with the moves not
authorized to speak publicly on
the matter.

The Lakers met with James
for one of his pre-draft work-
outs (reportedly, he also worked
only for Phoenix) and Pelinka
met with him for an extended
lunch.

Pelinka said he and James
didn’t speak about James’ his
feelings about sharing the
court with his father because
of LeBron James’ potential free
agency.

The Lakers, though, don’t
seem naive about the added
attention they’ll receive this
offseason by hiring Redick and
drafting Bronny James.

“The biggest moment in
sports happened with the Lak-
ers,” Pelinka said. “And that’s
how we’re built, and we’re
excited to see this story
unfold.”

Local schedule
Today
Portland Rockets at Muncie Chiefs —
7 p.m.

TV sports
Today
12 p.m. — UEFA Euro 2024: Nether-
lands vs. Romania (FS1)
3 p.m. — UEFA Euro 2024: Turkiye
vs. Austria (FOX)

New York Yankees (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Minnesota Lynx at
New York Liberty (FOX)

9 p.m. — Copa America soccer:
Colombia vs. Brazil (FS1)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
7 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
New York Yankees (Bally Indiana)
7:45 p.m. — MLS soccer: Atlanta
United at New England Revolution

Local notes
Soccer camp announced

The Jay County High School boys and
girls soccer teams will hold a youth soccer
camp July 29-31.

The camp is for kids going into first
grade up to eighth grade. It will be held
from 5-6:30 p.m. at the old soccer field
behind the baseball diamond.

Admission is $30 per child and each
additional child from the same household
will cost only $20.

https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For more infor-
mation, email
kimuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us or
rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school
front office by July 12th.

Meet booked
The Jay County Chamber Classic golf
outing is set for Friday, July 19, at Portland
Golf Club.
The deadline to register is July 10, and

$200 and $100 will be given out to first,
second and third place, respectively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at
10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycounty-
chamber.com.

For more information call (260) 726-
4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf

22 at Turtle Creek Golf Course in
Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For additional information or an
entry form call (937) 548-9960 or
email director@cadcinfo.org.

To have an event listed in “Sports on

7 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

60 SERVICES

(FS1)

90 SALE CALENDAR

To sign

110 HELP WANTED

up visit

200 FOR RENT

it's limited to 20 teams. Awards of $400,

230 AUTO, TRUCKS

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 218 Moore
Ave.,

Dunkirk, IN
Friday Evening
July 5th, 2024
5:30 AP M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD ITEMS
Kenmore washer &
dryer; Sumter 3 pc. bed-
room suite; (2) drop leaf
end tables with match-
ing drop leaf coffee
table; Green Depres-
sion; baskets; McCoy
Wishing Well cookie jar;
Gray and Dunkirk paper-

weights; Genne Stratton
Porter books; Tom
Thumb cash register;
wood hgh chair; Gilbert
mantel clock; child’s
wood rocker chair; tricy-
cle wagon; hose reel;
galvanized trash cans;
and other items not list-
ed.
WHITESELL FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU0O1031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
July 15th, 2024.

KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

v\ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Verified Petition of Indiana Michigan Power Company for Ap-
proval of an Electric Transportation Alternative Regulatory Plan
Consisting of Public Use Pilot Programs, Customer Incentives,
Time-Varying Rates and Tariffs, and Associated Accounting Treat-

ment

Notice is hereby given that on June 28, 2024, Indiana Michigan
Power Company filed a Verified Petition with the Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission for approval of an alternative regulatory
plan - more specifically, for approval of an electric transportation
plan consisting of (1) a public use commercial charging opportunity
pilot program; (2) a public use vehicle-to-grid fleet pilot program; (3)
amanaged charging pilot program for residential customers; (4) an
education and outreach program; (5) associated time-varying rates
and other alternative pricing structures and tariffs; and (6) associ-
ated deferred accounting and ratemaking treatment. This notice is
provided to the public under Ind. Code § 8-1-2.5-6(d). A copy of the
Verified Petition and other submissions in this proceeding is on file
with the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, PNC Center, 101
West Washington Street, Suite 1500 East, Indianapolis, Indiana
46204. The telephone number of the Commission is (317) 232-2701.
Anyone wishing to protest, challenge, or intervene in this action
may do so by contacting the Commission.

CR 7-2-2024- HSPAXLP

Tournament is set to take place on July

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
JAY COUNTY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO.
38C01-2406-EU-000019
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
OF THE ESTATE OF
LARRY J. MOORE, Deceased
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
In the Matter of the Estate of

Larry J. Moore, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that
Linda Hopkins was, on the 26
day of June, 2024, appointed
personal representative of the
Estate of Larry J. Moore; de-
ceased, who died on the 10th
day of April, 2023.

All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 26th day of June, 2024 .
FORCUM LAW OFFICE
James S Forcum (6917-05)
300 South Jefferson Street
Post Office Box 430
Hartford City, Indiana 47348
765-348-1858

CR 7-2,9-2024 HSPAXLP

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
JAY COUNTY, SS: IN THE
JAY CIRCUIT COURT
38C01-2406-EU-000017
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ADMINIS-
TRATION OF THE ESTATE
OF
FREDERIC NEIL MEDLER,
Deceased
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
In the Matter of the Estate of
Frederic Neil Medler,
deceased.
Notice is hereby given that
Michael M. Medler was, on the 6
day of June, 2024, appointed
personal representative of the
Estate of Frederic Neil Medler,
deceased, who died on the 11th
day of February, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
7th day of June, 2024.
Jon Eads
Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court
James S. Forcum (6917-05)
FORCUM LAW OFFICE
300 South Jefferson Street
Post Office Box 430
Hartford City, Indiana 47348
765-348-1858
CR 7-2,9-2024 HSPAXLP



Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com
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Indians beat Flyers,

Sports

www.thecr.com

Portland Rockets
travel to Muncie today,
see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

beat by Coldwater

ST. HENRY and FORT
RECOVERY — The Indi-
ans got off to a strong
start in the playoffs.

The semifinal round
proved to cause some
trouble, but the Indians
still have a chance.

The third-seeded Fort
Recovery ACME baseball
team took down the No. 2
seed Marion Local Flyers
9-3 on Friday at St. Henry
High School before get-
ting picked off by top-
seeded Coldwater 6-4 on
Sunday at home.

With the loss in the
first semifinal game to
Coldwater, Fort Recovery
needed to face off with
Marion Local a second
time in another semifinal
on Monday at 5 p.m. for
the chance to rematch
Coldwater in the champi-
onship to follow.

The Indians (7-5)
scored three runs in the
first and fourthing
innings against Marion
Local, two in the second
and one in the sixth. Alex
Gaerke raked in five RBIs
on four hits, including a
double. Caden Grisez
supported with three
hits, three runs and two
RBIs.

Gaerke also earned the
win after throwing 4 %
innings and only allow-
ing two runs.

The Indians scored
three runs in the first
and another in the sixth
against Coldwater. Jacob
Foote led the offense with
two RBIs.

Grisez

suffered the

loss, giving up five runs -
only one was earned - in

Local
roundup

four innings pitched.
Foote finished the game,
giving up one run on two
hits and two walks.

Rockets split

MISHAWAKA — The
Portland Rockets split a
pair of games against the
South Bend Royals at
Bethel University on
Sunday.

Portland got walked off
by the Royals in the first
game 4-3.

Jared Holly drove in
the first run for the Rock-
ets (9-12) in the sixth
inning and Garrison
Brege smacked a two-RBI
double to take a two-run
lead.

Andrew Onuegbu gave
up one run in the sixth
inning before the game
slipped away from Nick
Bailey in the seventh.

Bailey gave up a walk,
a double and intentional-
ly walked another batter
to load the bases. With
two outs, Bailey nearly
escaped, but gave up a
two-out double to center
field that plated a pair of
runs.

Portland came back for
a 7-4 win against South
Bend in the second game.
Brege and Joel Kennedy
both led the way for the
Rockets’ offense with two
RBIs and two hits. Brege
hit two solo home runs,

while Kennedy had a pair
of singles.

Camden LaFuze earned
the win after five innings
pitched and Sam Dunlavy
earned the save.

Guggenbiller leads

NOBLESVILLE
Seven swimmers from
the Jay County winter
swim team competed in
the Enchanted Forest
2024 at Forest Park
Aquatic Center over the
weekend.

Carsyn Guggenbiller
put together the best day
for Jay County, finishing
in third place of the girls
10-and-younger high
point standings. Her best
performance came in the
100-meter backstroke, in
which she placed third
and hit the state stan-
dard. Guggenbiller
punched a ticket to state
in the 50 backstroke,
earning a fourth-place
finish.

Guggenbiller earned
other top-10 finishes in
the 200 individual med-
ley, 100 butterfly, 200
freestyle, 50 breaststroke,
50 butterfly, 100 freestyle,
100 breaststroke and 50
freestyle.

Cooper Glentzer met
the state standard in the
boys 13-14-year-old 1,500

freestyle.

Cooper Glentzer, Grant
Glentzer, Aubrey
Millspaugh, Grady
Warvel and  Sophie

Warvel all met the divi-
sional time standards in
multiple events, while
Jaley Knapschafer only
managed a career best.
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While supplies last, no rain checks

land’s Largest Selection of

 FRESJH CUT
QUOLITY MEQT

Spare
Ribs
Baby
Back Ribs

Whole Bone In

Hot Dogs
$3.39/1b

Pork Butts

Skinless, 8-1 Cooked
Brats (10 oz pkg)

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

$q239

Prime to Choice

89

b

$259 Iesseramts 0000 000000O0OCOCOGEOGOEOGEOGEOGEOGOEOSOEOSOOOS
b $3.09/b 10 Ib case of 80/20

P OO OO OOOOEOOEOEOOOOEOEOEOTOOO Ground $ 99
Brat 89| Beef >
Pattles b in frozen

00 00000O0OCOGOEOGOEOEOOEOEOEOSOEONOOO ;I.Itzg-l;ltze.s................
American Cheese Slices . ............ .. .. ... .. .... $3.99/Ib
American PotatoSalad ................ ... ... .... $2.89/Ib

From Fisher’s Smokehouse

$2.99/Ib

"while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355

Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

T-BOnes

Whole
Brisket

Hamburger
Patties

(frozen, 1/4, 1/3, & 1/2 Ib patties available in 1 Ib pkgs)

Smoked Brats
$4.39/1b

$1 99
4
S

-original,
jalapeno &
cheddar, spicy
mozzarella,
phillywurst

Call your orcler In today!

Freezer bundlles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most popular cuts of meat in

quantities small enough to not crowal your freezer or cramp your buaget.
Save time anal enerqy with call ahead ordlering and have your oroler reaaly £o go when you arrive,

www.fishermeats.com

Rookie awards

Yearly awards were announced for the Portland Junior League
Rookie baseball and softball leagues after their respective league
championships. Above are Rookie of the Year Duke Steed, Mr. Baseball
Trey Hirschy and Sportsmanship award winner Brett Huntsman. Below
are Rookie of the Year Ava Lochtefeld, Miss Softball Ava VanSkyock and
Sportsmanship award winner Adalyn Overla.

Photos provided

Lynn leads Cardinals
to series split with Reds

By DANIEL GUERRERO
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service

ST. LOUIS — With a
bullpen that has been
exhausted in recent days
and a series split up for
grabs vs. the Cincinnati
Reds on Sunday, the St
Louis. Cardinals got just
what they needed from
starter Lance Lynn and
their offense.

Lynn provided his club
with six scoreless innings
against Cincinnati and
was backed by two runs in
the fifth and sixth innings
that aided the Cardinals
(43-40) to a 2-0 win at
Busch Stadium. Behind
Lynn’s six frames,
Andrew Kittredge (2/3 of
an inning), JoJo Romero (1
1/3 innings) and Ryan Hel-
sley (one inning) bridged
the rest of the ballgame to
notch St. Louis’ fifth
shutout of the season and
its second this weekend.

Helsley’s save was his
30th of the season. All of
Helsley’s saves have come
in consecutive fashion.
The successful save tied
Helsley with Hall of
Famer Lee Smith for the
most by a Cardinals closer
before the All-Star break.

Offensively, the Cardi-
nals received RBIs from
Alec Burleson (1 for 3) and
Masyn Winn (2 for 4).

Lynn quiets Reds
Coming off a winning
decision in his last start,
Lynn delivered his first
scoreless outing since he
threw four scoreless
innings during St. Louis’
home opener on April 4.
Against the Reds, Lynn
kept opposing hitters to
two hits and one walk over
six innings. The right-han-

der’s six strikeouts were
his most in a start since he
collected six against the
Colorado Rockies on June
7.

The only hits Lynn
allowed came in the sec-
ond inning on a double
from Jonathan India and
in the fifth on a single
from Stuart Fairchild,
who stole second base dur-
ing the following at-bat.
Lynn did not allow a Reds
base runner to reach third
against him. He left the
ballgame after setting
down the side in order to
end the sixth inning and
reaching 79 pitches, 57 of
which were strikes.

Youngsters get
offense going

After the Cardinals
were limited to one hit
against Cincinnati’s
Hunter Greene through
the first four innings, the
offense broke through in
the fifth.

Rookie catcher Pedro
Pages, who had the Cardi-
nals’ lone hit before the
fifth inning began, sin-
gled on a line drive to left
field. Two at-bats later,
rookie shortstop Winn
advanced Pages to second
base with a single to
right field, setting the
stage for second-year
right fielder Burleson.

As the first Cardinals
hitter to bat with a run-
ner in scoring position
on Sunday, Burleson
pulled a ground-ball
between Reds first base-
man Spencer Steer and
second baseman India for
a single to right field.
Pages raced from second
base to home and scored
standing up after Jake
Fraley’s throw from right

field was up the third
base line.

The RBI from Burleson
was his 19th of June and
comes after he went hit-
less in four at-bats on Sat-
urday. The 25-year-old has
produced an RBI in seven
of his past nine games fol-
lowing Sunday’s series
finale.

An inning later, Pages
singled to give him the
first three-hit game of his
MLB career and put run-
ners on first and second
base after Nolan Arenado
singled to begin the frame.

Following a strikeout by
Michael Siani, Winn dou-
bled Arenado home from
second on the second pitch
he saw from right-hander
Fernando Cruz, who
entered the ballgame to
face Winn.

A bit of banter

Following Burleson’s
RBI single in the fifth
inning that put runners
on first and third base,
Greene loaded the bases
when he hit catcher Will-
son Contreras on the left
arm with a 96.8 mph fast-
ball. Contreras recently
returned after several
weeks out with a broken
left forearm.

Contreras stared down
Greene after he was
plunked by the righty
Once he reached first
base, Contreras appeared
to voice some frustrations
with the hit by pitch
toward Greene. As Contr-
eras voiced his displeas-
ure, Reds infielders India
and Elly De La Cruz
walked toward the infield
grass as if to get in
between Greene and Con-
treras.

See Lynn page 7



