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Carol Hartnagel, 80, Fort
Recovery
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  82 degrees
Friday. 
Expect a high in the upper

70s today under partly cloudy
skies. The high will be in the
mid 80s Sunday and high 80s
Monday. There is a chance of
rain Monday night.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Today
1 p.m. — Little Miss & Mr.

Contest in the Farmer’s Building
5 p.m. — Demolition derby at

the grandstand

Sunday
1:30 p.m. — 4-H poultry show at

the East Arena
5 p.m. — Figure 8 racing at the

grandstand

Monday
3 p.m. — 4-H dairy beef  and

feeder show
7 p.m. — Autocross at the

grandstand

Tuesday
11 a.m. — 4-H beef  show in the

Show Arena
7 p.m. — 3 Bar J Rodeo at the

grandstand

Deaths Weather At the fair

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Riding back

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

A girl competes as part of the 3 Bar J Rodeo during the 2023 Jay County Fair. Mike Johnson, a Jay County
native, runs 3 Bar J out of Union City along with his wife Marcia, their daughter Mary Hanes and other family. The rodeo
will return to the grandstand at the Jay County Fair for a show at 7 p.m. Tuesday.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
This isn’t the Johnson family’s

first rodeo.
In fact, the essence of  their

rural Union City business, 3 Bar
J Rodeo, started at a rodeo more
than five decades ago when Mar-
cia and Mike Johnson met for the
first time. 
Mike quickly lassoed Marcia’s

heart. About a decade later, they
decided to try their hand at run-
ning rodeos with family.
Their business, 3 Bar J Rodeo,

will return Tuesday to the grand-
stand at the Jay County Fair.
The rodeo scene has always

been in Mike Johnson’s blood. In
his younger years, he was a com-
petitor.
“I started riding bulls when I

was 13 and just always liked it,”
he said.
Mike Johnson’s riding career

started with shows in Richmond.
After graduating from Jay Coun-
ty High School, he began travel-
ing across the United States,
Mexico and Canada. 

“Just, when you rodeo, you go
everywhere,” he said.
He also orchestrated junior

rodeos in his youth. About 35 to
40 years ago, Mike Johnson and
his family decided to take life by
the horns and venture into the
larger-scale rodeos. Thus, 3 Bar
J Rodeo was born.
Its name is twofold: the 3 and J

symbolize the three “J’s”
involved in the family — Mike
and Marcia Johnson and their
daughter, Mary (Johnson)
Hanes — and the Bar demon-

strates the symbol used in
branding animals.
Mary Hanes’ husband, Joe,

and their sons Quentin and
Riely Hanes are also a part of
the 3 Bar J crew, helping to keep
the show running smoothly.
Quentin and Riely Hanes partic-
ipate in junior bull riding and
team roping events.
“It’s fun,” said Mike Johnson.

“You all get to hang together and
give each other hell all the
time.”

See Riding page 2

Jay County native and family run 3 Bar J Rodeo,
which will be at the grandstand at the fair Tuesday

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
About a dozen Hoosier

communities will split $51
million in state funding for
public infrastructure set to
support construction of
2,400 homes.
It’s the Residential Hous-

ing Infrastructure Assis-
tance Program’s first
round of  awards. Lawmak-
ers authorized the revolv-
ing loan fund last year.
“We would have done

what we had to do. But this
very much helps,”
Jamestown Clerk-Treasur-
er Lori Hieston said.
Her Boone County com-

munity of  nearly 1,000 resi-
dents is growing.
“When a house comes up

for sale here in town, it gets
sold pretty quickly,”
Hieston said.
The town also wants

more local talent to serve a
primary employer.
Fukai Toyotetsu Indiana

Corp., a Jamestown-based
automotive supplier, must
largely hire from out of
town, per Hieston.
“(This is) providing an

opportunity for housing
where people can buy a
house and live close to
where they work,” she said.
Jamestown is preparing

for a 199-house develop-
ment, but its sewer system
can only take half  the
prospective addition. The
town plans to use its $1.1
million award to add anoth-
er tank to the plant.
The program stems from

2023’s House Enrolled Act
1005, led by homebuilder
Rep. Doug Miller, R-
Elkhart.
“I think we’re really try-

ing to look at Indiana and
say we’ve got opportunities
across the state to help
areas that haven’t been
helped before,” he said in
committee.

See Housing page 2

By ALEX WICKHAM
and AILBHE REA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
New British Prime Min-

ister Keir Starmer prom-
ised a government of  “sta-
bility and moderation”
after leading his Labour
Party to a landslide elec-
tion victory that ended 14
years of  Conservative rule
that became characterized
by turmoil and infighting.
In a dramatic reshaping

of  the political landscape,
Labour took 412 of  the 650
seats in the House of  Com-
mons, the most since Tony
Blair’s 1997 triumph. The
Tories garnered 121, their
worst ever performance
and calling time on Rishi
Sunak’s stewardship of  the
country and his party.
Starmer, 61, vowed to

“reset” British politics in a
speech outside No. 10
Downing Street in London
on Friday after he was for-
mally appointed as pre-
mier by King Charles III at

Buckingham Palace. “This
will take a while, but have
no doubt that the work of
change begins immediate-
ly.” He said his administra-
tion would “rebuild Britain
with wealth created in
every community.”
Any Labour euphoria

over the size of  its win,
though, will be quickly
overshadowed by the scale
of  the challenges facing the
next government. As well
as the task of  getting the
economy growing more
quickly, the election
exposed divisions that look
more entrenched. Indeed,
the emphatic result was
down to the splitting of  the
Tory vote in favor of  more

radical forces as much as
an embrace of  Labour poli-
cies.
Starmer has rebuilt his

party since his left-wing
predecessor Jeremy Cor-
byn led it to the worst per-
formance in more than
eight decades at the last
election in 2019, a vote dom-
inated by the U.K.’s tortu-
ous departure from the
European Union.
That lingering tension

was confirmed by the rise
of  voices on the right and
left fringes, from Brexit
architect Nigel Farage’s
populist Reform U.K. party,
to left-wing independents
who campaigned against
the war in Gaza.

Marshal
Bryant

Glen Bryant of
Portland waves while
representing Jay
County Korean War
veterans as the grand
marshals of
Thursday's Jay County
4th of July parade.
Festivities following
the rainy parade
included afternoon
activities at Jay
County Fairgrounds
and fireworks at dusk.
For more photos, see
page 5. 

Starmer vows stability

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Labour Party leader rolls
to election victory in UK

Loans total
$51 million
to help with
infrastructure

State 
awards
housing
funds



Continued from page 1
The legislation allows

awardees to use the money
on sidewalks, curbs, sewer,
water and other infrastruc-
ture. Such expenses are
usually built into the cost
of  residential development
projects, but developer and
builder groups testified
infrastructure costs can
hinder housing projects.
Lawmakers hoped to give

residential development a
boost with the low-interest
loans.
According to an

IFA memo, here are the
recipients:
•Goshen, $11 million
•Clarksville, $8.6 million

for two projects
•Auburn, $5.5 million
•Indianapolis, $5 million
•Michigan City, $4.6 mil-

lion
•Gas City, $4.5 million for

two projects
•Fort Wayne, $4 million
•Vincennes, $3.1 million
•Ossian, $2.5 million
•Churubusco, $1.1 mil-

lion
Each community will

start repayment within a
year of  a project’s “sub-
stantial completion.” They

have 20-year fixed interest
rates and level annual debt
service.
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260-726-8141
O!ce Hours:

Tuesday - Friday  10 am - 4 pm

Today
Dirksen, Urban: 10 a.m., St.

Paul Catholic Church, 517 Meir-
ing Road, Fort Recovery.

Monday
Arnold, Aaron: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Hartnagel, Carol: 10:30

a.m., Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Carol Ann Hartnagel, Fort
Recovery, March 19, 1944-
July 3, 2024. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July
9, at Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, Fort Recov-
ery. 

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

The business usually does
around 32 shows per year, travel-
ing through Indiana and Ohio,
as well as occasionally ventur-
ing into Kentucky, Michigan and
Tennessee. It also takes livestock
to International Finals Rodeo
each January in Oklahoma City.
“It’s very stressful, there’s a

lot of  hours on the road,” said
Marcia Johnson. “Be sure your
vet kits are all filled up in case
you need something. Have all
your first aid kits available,
because you never know what’s
going to happen … Never a dull
moment.”
Mike Johnson, who turned 73

last week, still buys and sells
cows, trades equipment, bales
hay and works on other ranch-

ing and farming activities just
south of  Union City. He also
cares for 3 Bar J Rodeo’s horses
and bulls — he estimated he’s
got probably 30 bulls and 40 hors-
es — on his own land there.
“All my (animals) run out on

pasture, and then we feed them
every day in the pens,” he noted.
Rodeos slated for the coming

weeks after Tuesday’s competi-
tion at the Jay County Fair
include Friday at LaGrange
County 4-H Fair in LaGrange,
July 15 at Whitley County 4-H
Fair in Columbia City, July 16 at
Wabash County Fair in Wabash,
July 19 at Hendricks County 4-H
Fair in Danville, July 20 at
Delaware County Fair in
Muncie, July 23 at Vanderburgh
County Fair in Evansville and

July 25 at Clermont County Fair
in Owensville, Ohio. Other
rodeos on the schedule include
Lima Stampede on July 27 in
Lima, Ohio, and Union City Cow-
boys and Cops on Aug. 10 in
Union City, as well as perform-
ances at Indiana State Fair on
Aug. 15 and Aug. 16, Highland
County Fair on Sept. 1 in Hills-
boro, Ohio, and Dan Patch Days
on Sept. 7 and Sept. 8 in Oxford,
Ohio.
“This is what we call our Cow-

boy Christmas,” explained Mar-
cia Johnson, pointing out that
July is their busiest month.
“There’s rodeos everywhere.”
The just over two-hour rodeo

at the Jay County Fair offers
eight categories: bareback rid-
ing, saddle bronc, bull riding,

steer wrestling, tie down roping,
breakaway roping, team roping
and barrel racing. With more
than 100 participants on the ros-
ter — 46 barrel racers alone —
for the Mid-States Rodeo Associ-
ation competition, the Johnsons
are ready to get the show on the
road. 
For them, though, it’s not just

about saddling up for a good
time. It’s about the experience
with their family and those who
have joined their inner circle.
“We enjoy it. We’ve got so

many good friends we’ve made
over the years. It’s like family,
you know,” said Marcia John-
son, 72. “The people you meet,
they’re just like family. Even in
the winter months, everybody
keeps touch.”

Riding ...

Auto theft
A man was sentenced in Jay Cir-

cuit Court to prison for auto theft.
Shannon R. Newton, 50, pleaded

guilty to the Level 5 felony. He was
sentenced to five years in Indiana
Department of  Correction and given
credit for time served. Newton was
fined $1 and assessed $189 in court
costs. 
He was ordered to pay $3,396.11

restitution to the benefit of  Jason
Bishop. The court recommended
Newton for purposeful incarcera-
tion, meaning upon completing a
substance abuse treatment program
it would consider modifying his sen-
tence.

Theft
Two people were sentenced in Jay

Superior Court to jail for theft
crimes.
Taylor S. Carroll, 31, 619 Washing-

ton Ave., Terre Haute, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to theft, a
Level 6 felony. He was sentenced to
one year in Jay County Jail with all
but 20 days suspended and given 20
days credit for time served. Carroll
was assessed $189 in court costs. As
part of  his plea agreement, a Class B
misdemeanor for public intoxication
was dismissed.
Travis J. Guntle, 24, 310 E. Elder

St., Portland, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to theft, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to 180 days
in Jay County Jail and given four
days credit for time served. Guntle

was fined $25 and assessed $189 in
court costs.

Narcotic possession
Three people were sentenced in

Jay courts to jail for possession of
narcotics.
Brooke A. Bennett, 23, pleaded

guilty in Jay Superior Court to pos-
session of  a narcotic drug, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced to 545 days
in Indiana Department of  Correc-
tion and given 144 days credit for
time served. Bennett was fined $1,
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee. As part of  her plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony charge for
maintaining a common nuisance
was dismissed.
Charlene Leist-Herald, 56, 329 W.

Pleasant St., Dunkirk, pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to possession of
a narcotic drug, a Level 5 felony.
Leist-Herald was sentenced to three
years in Indiana Department of  Cor-
rection with all of  their sentence
suspended. Leist-Herald was
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee. As part of  their plea agree-
ment, the following charges were dis-
missed: a Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nuisance, a Level
6 felony for unlawful possession of  a
syringe and a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of  marijuana.
Anthony T.J. Gregory, 35, 902 West

North St., Portland, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to possession of  a
narcotic drug, a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 270 days in Jay County
Jail and given 68 days credit for time
served. Gregory was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee. As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for possession
of  methamphetamine was dismissed.

Common nuisance
Two people were sentenced in Jay

courts to serve time for maintaining
a common nuisance.
Paige N. Curtis, 26, 2510 W. Indiana

116, Geneva, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to 18 months in Indi-
ana Department of  Correction and
given credit for time served. Curtis
was assessed $189 in court costs. As
part of  her plea agreement, a Class B
misdemeanor for possession of  mar-
ijuana and a Class C misdemeanor
for possession of  paraphernalia
were dismissed.
Randy R. Addie, 49, Christians-

burg, Virginia, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to maintaining a
common nuisance, a Class A misde-
meanor. (As part of  his plea agree-
ment, the charge was lessened from
a Level 6 felony.) He was sentenced to
180 days in Jay County Jail and given
172 days credit for time served. 

See page 5

Felony court news

Housing ...

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-4-2
Daily Four: 3-5-9-4
Quick Draw: 3-4-15-19-

21-23-25-27-34-35-42-43-48-
53-56-62-71-73-74-77

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-0-1
Pick 4: 9-5-3-8

Pick 5: 8-7-2-3-5
Evening
Rolling Cash: 3-15-20-

32-35
Jackpot: $110,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$162 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.96
Aug. corn ................4.01
Wheat .......................5.16

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.02
Aug. corn ................4.02
Sept. corn ................3.95

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.91
July corn..................3.99
Beans ......................11.81

July beans ..............10.85
Wheat ......................5.41

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.85
July corn..................3.89
Beans ......................11.76
July beans ..............11.46
Wheat .......................5.40

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.95
Aug. corn ................3.95
Beans ......................11.56
Aug. beans..............11.41
Wheat ......................5.16

In 1785, the U.S. Con-
gress unanimously set
the name of  U.S. curren-
cy as the “dollar.”
In 1942, Anne Frank

and her family went into
hiding in Amsterdam.
The Jewish girl’s diary
detailed her family’s time
hiding during the Ger-
man occupation of  the
Netherlands. She died in
Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in 1945.
In 2002, sisters Serena

and Venus Williams met
in the women’s champi-
onship match at Wimble-
don. Serena won by a
score of  7-6 (7-4), 6-3 for
her first Wimbledon sin-
gles title. She has since
won the tournament six
more times.
In 2006, Jay School

Board approved a tenta-

tive contract agreement
with Jay Classroom
Teachers Association.
The two-year agreement
included a freeze in
teacher pay in the first
year with a 2% raise in
the second.
In 2012, Indiana High

School Athletic Associa-
tion released details of  a
study regarding its class
format for basketball.
Through 11 public meet-
ings, 68% of  those
involved favored the state
returning to a single-
class system. However,
athletics directors (79%),
athletes (72%) and coach-
es (55%) voted in favor of
keeping the multi-class
system that was imple-
mented beginning with
the 1997-98 season.

—The CR

CR almanac

85/65 89/69 81/65 83/65 85/55
Sunny

skies are in
the forecast
for Sunday,
when the high
will be around
85 degrees.

There’s
another slight
chance of
storms Thurs-
day under
mostly sunny
skies.

Wednes-
day has a
slight chance
of storms.
Otherwise,
mostly
cloudy.

Monday’s
forecast
shows sunny
skies with a
high around
89 degrees.

There’s a
50% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms Tues-
day, when the
high is 81.

Sunday
7/7

Monday
7/8

Tuesday
7/9

Wednesday
7/10

Thursday
7/11

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
10:30 a.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Commissioners spe-
cial session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.
1 p.m. — Jay County

Personnel Committee,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Fort Recovery

Park Board, village hall,
201 S. Main St. 

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-
nity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.
ROAD RIDERS FOR

JESUS — Will meet at 10

a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland. 

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. 

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
JAY COUNTY DRUG

PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of  each
month at Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place, 131 E
Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3259.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-

one is welcome. 
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.
REDISCOVERING JOY

— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio.

DEAR ABBY: My husband of
two years was estranged from his
children after a nasty divorce. He
reconnected with his son “Mack”
four years ago and has made every
effort to show him he’s a good man
and is truly sorry for not being
there for a time. 
The only time my husband gets

to spend time with Mack is when
he’s asked to do a project at Mack’s
house. He is not invited to any
social events. We’ve asked to take
Mack’s family to dinner, and he
won’t give a straight answer. My
husband is so hurt. He wants to get
to know Mack and his grandchil-
dren, yet he is kept at a distance. 
We are at our wits’ end trying to

figure out why Mack won’t let his
father into his life. I have never
even met him. My husband has
expressed his feelings, asked Mack

what’s holding him back and
promised he’d never hurt him or
his family. We don’t know what to
do next. Please help. — NO
PROGRESS IN CONNECTICUT
DEAR NO PROGRESS: And …
where is Mack’s MOTHER? How
long did she keep the children
away from their father? To
what lengths did she go to alien-
ate them? 
Mack may not want to meet
you because he thinks you

destroyed his parents’ marriage
and took his dad away. He may
be unwilling to get closer
because he doesn’t trust his
father or because he’s afraid it
will hurt his mother. Or, Mack
could simply be using his father
for the labor he provides on
those projects he’s invited to
work on. 
What to do next would be for
your husband (and you) to take
a long, hard look at what is and
isn’t going on with Mack, and
move on with your lives if  nec-
essary.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Photo provided

Community baby showers
IU Health recently hosted community baby showers in Jay and Blackford counties.

Organized through the Healthy Beginnings program, part of the IU Health East Central Region’s
initiative to improve maternal and infant health outcomes, the events were aimed at supporting
expectant families in both counties. It featured a range of giveaways, including strollers,
breastfeeding kits, safety supplies, and postpartum care baskets.

Auditions for Jay County
Civic Theatre’s production
of  “The Sound of  Music”
are slated for the end of  this
month.
The local theatre group is

hosting auditions from 6 to
8:30 p.m. July 29 and July 30
at Jay County Campus of
Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut
St., Portland. Performances
are slated for 7 p.m. Dec. 5,
6, 7, 13 and 14, and 2 p.m.
Dec. 15. Email jaycounty
civic@gmail.com for more
information.

Seeking artists
Arts Place is looking for

current, new or emerging
artists to submit proposals
for portable cultural plan-
ning studios.
The studios are planned

for Jay and Blackford coun-
ties in Indiana and
Auglaize County in Ohio.
Commissioned by Arts
Place, the studios will be
funded through a National
Endowment for the Arts
Our Town Grant. Artists

can submit proposals for
one, two or all three stu-
dios.
The budget is $8,333 per

studio. For more informa-
tion, visit myartsplace.org.
The deadline for applica-
tions is 5 p.m. Aug. 2.

Contest open
The Indiana Department

of  Natural Resources’
license card background
artwork contest is under-
way.
Entries will be accepted

for the contest through Aug.
2. All work should be Indi-
ana-based and have a nature
or wildlife theme. For addi-
tional guidelines, visit
events.IN.gov/event/DFW
CardContest.

‘Sound of Music’
JCCT auditions
are July 29, 30

Taking
Note

Father, son have yet to bond
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By NATE LAMAR
As a young lieutenant, I

served in an atypical assign-
ment, for which I was sent to
the Defense Language Institute
in Monterey, California, to
learn German, followed by the
Individual Terrorism Aware-
ness Course at Fort Bragg (now
Fort Liberty), North Carolina. 
This was in preparation for

being sent to a joint unit at the
grassroots level of  the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). We were 40 U.S. Army
soldiers stationed at a remote
site, which was actually a Bun-
deswehr Kaserne (German
Army base) with 2,000 German
soldiers. There was no post
exchange (PX), nor commis-
sary, nor American housing
compound. I lived “on the
economy” on the top floor of
an apartment building with
entirely German neighbors. 
Serving as liaison/linguist

officer with our German Army
hosts, around 80% of  my time
was spent speaking German.

In a position with top secret
clearance, I was occasionally
in civilian clothing, instead of
a uniform, and with longer
hair, during and after the Gulf
War.
Under the Status of  Forces

Agreement (SOFA), the Bun-
deswehr provided each U.S.
Army soldier at joint remote
sites up to two free train tick-
ets per month anywhere in
Germany on the Deutsche
Bahn (German Rail) — the best
rail system in the world, as it
serves almost every corner of
the country. On weekends not
in the field or serving as duty
officer, it allowed me to explore
Germany from north to south

(I also visited every neighbor-
ing country). 
As the Iron Curtain and

Berlin Wall had fallen, I often
visited Berlin and other parts of
former East Germany. Traveling
well beyond tourist sites, and
often getting out of  my comfort
zone (i.e. exploring abandoned
Soviet bases), gave me a deep
appreciation not only for the
defeat of  Naziism, but also for
the defeat of  communism in
Europe.
Headquartered in Brussels,

NATO was founded in 1949 as an
alliance to counter the former
Soviet Union, and its fellow
communist satellite countries
in Eastern Europe. Now 32
countries strong, NATO today
includes all of  these former
satellites throughout Eastern
Europe, along with some con-
stituent parts of  the former
Soviet Union itself, such as Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
NATO’s most recent members

include Finland and Sweden,
historically neutral countries

spooked by Russia’s 2022 inva-
sion of  Ukraine who therefore
immediately applied for NATO
membership. Having an 832-
mile border with Vladimir
Putin’s Russia, Finland is now
NATO’s “front-line state”
(National Defense, June 2024). 
Others with NATO member-

ship interest include Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Georgia and
Ukraine. With exceptions of
Cyprus, Kosovo and Russian
satellite Belarus, European
countries who are not members
of  NATO are members of
NATO’s Partnership for Peace,
which also includes the three
countries of  the Caucasus and
the five “stans” of  former Soviet
Central Asia.
As a young lieutenant serving

in a joint unit, never did I dream
that someday I would represent
a civilian employer on NATO’s
Industrial Advisory Group
(NIAG), where we engaged in
deep-dive studies of  emerging
technologies for interoperabili-
ty among NATO members’ mili-

taries. For another previous
employer, I dealt with NATO’s
Support & Procurement Agency
(NSPA) in Luxembourg.
This year’s 75th NATO Sum-

mit will take place in Washing-
ton, D.C., from July 9 through
11. The summit will happen
amidst the dual specter of  isola-
tionism and protectionism
infecting a presidential election
between two elderly non-veter-
ans representing the extremes
of  each of  their parties. 
Politics must stop at the

water’s edge. We cannot sell out
Ukraine, Israel or Taiwan. As I
keep a close eye on the proceed-
ings of  the summit, I pray that
cooler heads will prevail, and
that the U.S. will, to paraphrase
Matthew 5:14, continue to serve
as the shining city on a hill, as
leader of  NATO and the Free
World.

••••••••••
LaMar, an international direc-

tor, served as Henry County
Council president from 2009 to
2019.

Stop politics at the water’s edge

By MORTON J. MARCUS
The two Indiana candi-

dates for governor might
hold up their hometowns
(New Castle for
McCormick and Jasper for
Braun) as models for the
concerns surfacing lately
about small city survival. 
In the 50 years from 1970

to 2020, New Castle has seen
its population drop by 3,800
from a high of  21,200 .
Jasper has nearly doubled
from 8,600 to 16,700 in the
same period. Seymour
added 8,200 residents while
Logansport has lost 3,300
and Vincennes declined by
4,100.
Both growth and decline

are serious issues for places
between 10,000 and 20,000 in
population. 
Instead of  focusing on

population, let’s talk about
an economic dimension of
counties where data are
more readily available than
places. Specifically consid-
er the $77 billion in earn-
ings that counties imported
and exported in 2019. 
Before the coronavirus

pandemic and expanded
internet services, money, in
form of   wages and
salaries, moved through
commuting. A worker from
Warren County went to
Tippecanoe County or
Montgomery County for a
job. 
This in-flow of  funds ben-

efits Warren County while
the place of  work gains
when the worker is also a
customer at several estab-
lishments. Further, that
worker is not burdening
the work county with
school children and the
attendant costs of  a resi-
dence.
But in the “new” world,

as the commute gives way
to the computer, where is
the money earned when the
employee is in Shelby
County and the employer
in Henry County?
On balance, in 2019, 20

Indiana counties were net
exporters of  salaries and
wages, leaving 72 counties
as net importers of  earn-
ings. 
Spencer County in south-

western Indiana had an
unusual situation. Resi-
dents of  the county had
88% of  their earnings orig-
inating outside the county
while 82% of  the earnings
generated in the county left
for other areas. If  the peo-
ple who live in a county
don’t work there, and the
people who work there

don’t live there, is this a
classic labor market mis-
match?
Brown County is more

typical: 32% of  the earn-
ings generated in the coun-
ty flow out while 77% of  the
earnings realized by local
residents originate else-
where. The net result of
this strong inflow and com-
paratively low outflow is
that two-thirds of  the earn-
ings enjoyed by county res-
idents are dependent on
jobs located elsewhere. 
In addition to Brown,

Ohio, Franklin, Morgan
and Union counties were
the most impacted by the
inflow of  earnings relative
to the outflow. 
The top five counties

impacted by the net outflow
of  earnings were Martin,
Marion, Gibson, Elkhart
and Vanderburgh.
Do these figures show the

labor market is inefficient?
Should there be more

matching of  jobs and hous-
ing?
Or is the market working

just fine?
People find employment

where they can and live
where they choose to, sub-
ject to their ability to earn.
What do you say? The

future of  our state may
depend on your thoughts.
Or, leave it to the political
insiders as we have for
decades?

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Dollars are
on the move

Star Tribune
Tribune News Service
South Dakota’s senior senator,

John Thune, is one of  the most pow-
erful elected leaders at the U.S. Capi-
tol. The tall, plain-spoken Republi-
can is now in his fourth term in
office and has held a powerful party
leadership post since 2019.
So after Republicans in that cham-

ber recently blocked a Democratic
bill protecting birth control access,
it was initially reassuring to hear
Thune vow that another bill like it,
one that his party could support,
would be forthcoming.
“We will have an alternative that

will make very clear that Republi-
cans are for contraception,” Thune
is quoted as saying in a June 9 USA
Today report.
The Star Tribune Editorial Board

commends Thune for that commit-
ment and strongly urges to him to
follow through. Regrettably, it’s
unclear if  and when Thune intends
to put in his words into action.
Thune’s office failed to respond to

several inquiries over the past week
from an editorial writer. Among the
questions that remain unanswered:
the timing of  such a bill, who might
carry it, how soon it could reach the
Senate floor and whether it could
also pass the Republican-controlled
U.S. House.
Also unknown: how this legisla-

tion will differ from the bill intro-
duced by Sen. Edward Markey, a
Massachusetts Democrat. Markey’s
legislation would have set forth
“statutory protections for an indi-
vidual’s right to access and a health
care provider’s right to provide con-
traception and related information,”
according to its congressional sum-
mary.
The bill failed earlier this

month to reach the 60 votes needed
to reach the Senate floor. All but two

Republican senators voted against
it.
Among critics’ objections to it: that

there is no threat to contraception
access, with birth control available in
all 50 states. South Dakota Gov. Kristi
Noem, a Republican, called the bill “a
joke” during a CNN appearance.
The Editorial Board didn’t under-

stand her remark and asked Noem to
explain why the bill is a “joke.”
Noem’s office replied with a link to
her CNN appearance, which sheds lit-
tle additional light. To see the inter-
view, go to tinyurl.com/NoemBirth-
Control.
It is true that birth control contin-

ues to be legal in Minnesota and else-
where. “Because of  the Affordable
Care Act (aka Obamacare), most
insurance plans must cover all meth-
ods of  birth control at no cost to you,
including the pill. However, some
plans only cover certain brands of
pills or generic versions,” Planned
Parenthood reports.
But current legal protections offer

cold comfort to those who care about
reproductive health.
There were assurances for years

from U.S. Supreme Court nominees
that Roe v. Wade was settled law.
Then, in 2022, the high court cavalier-
ly cast aside precedent and ruled that
it wasn’t. Fourteen states now have
sweeping abortion bans.
A longstanding U.S. Supreme Court

decision, Griswold v. Connecticut,
also safeguards birth control access.
In a 2022 concurring opinion, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Clarence

Thomas wrote that that high court
“should reconsider” this ruling and
others that protect same-sex mar-
riage and relationships, according to
Politico.
A May 21 New York Times story

raises further concerns. Former Pres-
ident Donald Trump, who is seeking a
second term, “suggested he might
support allowing states to place
restrictions on contraception, then
said amid criticism that he didn’t sup-
port restrictions.”
Clearly, there are legitimate rea-

sons to be concerned about birth con-
trol access and distribution. Legisla-
tive protections are necessary and
urgent.
If  Republicans couldn’t support

Markey’s bill, Thune and other party
leaders need to act, not simply talk
about the party’s commitment to con-
traception.
Iowa Sen. Joni Ernst, a Republican,

did recently introduce a bill called the
“Allowing Greater Access to Safe and
Effective Contraception Act.” Its
focus: increasing over-the-counter
birth control options, greater trans-
parency into how government agen-
cies are spending tax dollars to sup-
port women and families, and ensur-
ing that “tax dollars are not being
used to destroy life by funding abor-
tions or abortion providers.”
If  this is the alternative to the

Markey bill that Thune has in mind,
the legislation provides little confi-
dence that it would prevent states or a
future presidential administration
from banning birth control.
If  Thune and his party are serious

about safeguarding birth control
access, the work should begin now on
improving the Iowa senator’s legisla-
tion or introducing another bill that
would actually contain real protec-
tions. A good start: answering ques-
tions about what the party intends to
do.

Show support for contraception
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Eye on
the Pie

On balance,
in 2019,

20 Indiana
counties were
net exporters
of salaries
and wages,
leaving 72
counties as
net importers
of earnings. 
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Editorial
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Continued from page 2
Addie was fined $1 and

assessed $189 in court
costs. Also as part of  his
plea agreement, a Level 6
felony charge for unlawful
possession of  a syringe
and a Class C misde-
meanor charge for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia
were dismissed.

Meth possession
Multiple people were

sentenced in Jay courts to
serve time for possession
of  methamphetamine.
Hunter M. Charles, 27,

pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 4 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 10 years in Indi-
ana Department of  Cor-
rection and given credit
for time served. Charles
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. He was recom-
mended for purposeful
incarceration, meaning
upon completion of  a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program, the court would
consider modifying his
sentence. As part of  his
plea agreement, the follow-
ing charges were dis-
missed: a Level 2 felony for
dealing methampheta-
mine and three Level 6
felonies for unlawful pos-
session of  a syringe, pos-
session of  a narcotic drug

and resisting law enforce-
ment.
Jacqueline P. Curtis, 32,

997 Boundary Pike, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. She was sen-
tenced to 20 months in Jay
County Jail and given cred-
it for time served. Curtis
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  her
plea agreement, her charge
was lessened from a Level 5
felony.
Kimberly A. Sowder, 42,

pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
5 felony. She was sentenced
to three years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given credit for time
served. Sowder was
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee.As part of  her plea
agreement, a Level 6 felony
for unlawful possession of
a syringe and a Class C mis-
demeanor for possession of
paraphernalia were dis-
missed.
Nathan E. McClain, 42,

310 E. South St., Pennville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
5 felony. He was sentenced
to four years in Indiana

Department of  Correction
with two years suspended
and given credit for one day
served. He was placed on
home detention for two
years. McClain was
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. As part of  his plea
agreement, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 5 felony for dealing
marijuana, a Level 6 felony
for maintaining a common
nuisance and a Class A mis-
demeanor for possession of
paraphernalia.
Kurt E. Banter was found

guilty in Jay Superior
Court of  possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. He was sentenced
to 730 days in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given 82 days credit for
time served. Banter was
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. A Class B misdemeanor
for possession of  marijua-
na was dismissed.
Travis J. Guntle, 24, 310

E. Elder St., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. He was sentenced
to 180 days in Jay County
Jail and given 150 days
credit for time served. Gun-
tle was fined $25, assessed
$189 in court costs and

ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe was dismissed.
Caytlyn M. Ingram, 24,

432 N Main St., Winchester,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to one year in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given 294 days credit
for time served. Ingram
was fined $25, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. As part
of  her plea agreement, a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia was dismissed.
Jimmy R. Sheets, 46, 53 E

2nd St., Peru, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. He was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all but 60 days
suspended and given 32
days credit for time served.
Sheets was assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, pros-
ecution, interdiction and
correction fee. Sheets was
also ordered to submit to
an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Class A misde-

meanor for driving with a
suspended license was dis-
missed.

Cocaine possession
Two people were sen-

tenced in Jay Superior
Court to serve time for pos-
sessing cocaine.
Kelli S. Morningstar, 25,

pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
cocaine, a Level 6 felony,
and a habitual offender
enhancement. Morningstar
was sentenced to six years
in Indiana Department of
Correction — four of  those
years were added because
of  the habitual offender
enhancement — and given
credit for time served.
Morningstar was fined $1,
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. The court recommend-
ed her for purposeful incar-
ceration, meaning upon
completing a substance
abuse treatment program it
would consider modifying
her sentence. As part of  her
plea agreement, her charge
was lessened from a Level 4
felony, and the following
charges were dismissed:
three Level 6 felonies for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe, dealing marijuana
and maintaining a common
nuisance and a Class C mis-
demeanor for possession of
paraphernalia.
Gabriel Sanchez-Her-

nandez, 30, 3718 Smith St.,
Fort Wayne, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to
possession of  cocaine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 545 days in Jay
County Jail with all but 90
days suspended and given
18 days credit for time
served. He was assessed
$189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.
Sanchez-Hernandez was
also ordered to submit to
an evaluation for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 5 felony
charge for possession of
methamphetamine was
dismissed.

Unlawful possession
A woman was sentenced

in Jay Superior Court to
prison for unlawful posses-
sion of  a syringe.
Brooke A. Bennett, 23,

pleaded guilty to the Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to 545 days in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given two days credit
for time served. Bennett
was fined $1 and assessed
$189 in court costs. 
As part of  her plea agree-

ment, a Class A misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana was dismissed.

Cases dismissed
Indiana v. Jason W. Davi-

son, Level 5 felony

Felony court news

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Can’t rain on their parade
Light rain fell throughout the Jay County 4th of July Parade on Thursday in

Portland, but it didn’t serve to dampen any of the holiday spirit. Above, Miss Jay
County Fair Queen Molly Muhlenkamp flashes a smile while throwing candy to parade-
goers along Meridian Street; at right, Tricia Brown grins while launching a confetti
popper while riding on the Southern Thunder Fireworks float; and below, Cruz Darby
tosses a handful of candy from a firetruck.
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They’re fair questions

1) In what country is the fastest
roller coaster in the world located?

2) What company offered a small plastic pickle
as a free gift during the 1893 World’s Fair?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

   1) Abu Dhabi (at Ferrari World Yas Island)
2) Heinz
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES

STATEDE  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate

and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

YARD SALE (east of
Bloomfield school) Fri-
day July 5th 9am-4pm.
Saturday July 6th 9-?
Large yearly yard sale!
Most things are under
$1.00 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

AUCTION REAL
ESTATE/PERSONAL

PROPERTY
LOCATED: 2995 W 850

N, Bryant, IN 
Saturday, July 20th,

2024 
Personal Property  9am

& 
Real Estate 11am
OPEN HOUSE 

BY APPOINTMENT
2 Farms

59+/-Acres+/-to be sold
in 6 parcels 

or any Combination
Tract 1-2300 sq. ft.

home sitting on 12+/-
acres, 40x100  Pole

Barn w/stalls, workshop,
24x40 barn adjacent to
home used as summer
kitchen, pasture lots and

more.
Tract 2,3,4-10 Acres +/-
mixed wooded and pas-
ture ground on each.
Tract 5-3692 sq. ft. 6
bedroom home and

30x40 horse barn on 8
acres.  

Tract 6- 5 acres of bare
ground adjacent to tract
5 suitable for farming,
pasture or building.
Henry & Esther

Schwartz
Owners

Town & Country
Auctioneers/Realtors

260-724-8899
Visit our website at:

www.town-countryauc-
tions.com

Corbin Bultemeier 
AU19500269
Jerry Hurst
AU11900031
Gary Shaw 
AU01003164

Randy Mailloux 
AU01031836

Auction Zip: 8080
HiBid https://town-coun-
tryauctions.hibid.com

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
July 15th, 2024.  
KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

Public Notice
NOTICE PROPERTY SOLD AT TAX SALE

The following people have been identified as having a 
substantial interest of public record in the following real 
property located in Jay County in the State of Indiana.

ID Number: 38-01-27-404-054.001-011; Common Description: Vacant
land E Maple St, Brief Legal: PT'A' 66' X 103', Owner: Myers, Jen-
nifer; Purchaser of Tax Sale Certificate: New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale
Certificate No: 382300003; Amount for which certificate was sold
at Tax Sale: $ 769.00; ID Number: 38-09-08-104-083.000-014; Common
Description: 221 E Raildroad St, Brief Legal: LOT 5 RAILROAD
ADD, Owner: Duty, Donna; Purchaser of Tax Sale Certificate: New
Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No: 382300025; Amount for
which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $ 692.00; ID Number: 38-
09-08-104-084.000-014; Common Description: 225 Railroad St,
Brief Legal: LOT 6 & W 1/2 LOT 7 RAILROAD ADD, Owner: Duty,
Donna J & Ellen, Kathleen Jt W/Rghts Of Surv; Purchaser of Tax
Sale Certificate: New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No:
382300026; Amount for which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $
570.00; ID Number: 38-09-08-402-086.000-014; Common Description:
143 Orange Ave, Brief Legal: LOT 8 EVANS & WILSON ADD, Own-
er: Rq Tax Lien Investment Inc Richard Quizon; Purchaser of Tax
Sale Certificate: New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No:
382300031; Amount for which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $
671.00; ID Number: 38-09-09-203-003.000-014; Common Description:
341 E High St, Brief Legal: LOT 1 - 2 J M SMITH SUB; DIV, Own-
er: Morehead, Steven Michael; Purchaser of Tax Sale Certificate:
New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No: 382300039; Amount for
which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $ 910.00; ID Number: 38-
09-09-302-011.000-014; CommonDescription: Washington St, Brief
Legal: LOT 3; CARLES ADD, Owner: Lowe, Reba G; Purchaser of
Tax Sale Certificate: New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No:
382300045; Amount for which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $
286.00; ID Number: 38-09-09-302-010.000-014; Common Description:
Washington St, Brief Legal: LOT 4 CARLES ADD, Owner: Jones
Lydia, Freeman Elizabeth & Miller Naomi Esther; Purchaser of
Tax Sale Certificate: New Ikigai LLC, Tax Sale Certificate No:
382300201; Amount for which certificate was sold at Tax Sale: $
333.00;

These real properties were sold at the Jay County Indiana tax sale
on March 13rd, 2024. Anyone may redeem this real property. The com-
ponents of the amount required to redeem this real property include
the following items: 1 - Delinquent taxes, special assessments, penal-
ties, and costs due on the real property, the sum of which may be
equal to or greater than the minimum bid on the tax sale certificate
10% flat interest on the amount bid on the tax sale; 2 - Taxes and spe-
cial assessments on the real property paid by the purchaser or pur-
chaser’s assignee subsequent to tax sale, plus interest; 3 - Title search
expenses, attorney’s fee and costs of giving notice paid by the tax sale
purchaser or purchaser's assignee. If these real properties are not
redeemed prior to the expiration of the redemption period, the pur-
chaser will be entitled to receive tax deed. The purchaser will file
a petition for a tax deed to be issued on or after 07/11/2024. For the
exact amount required to redeem this real property, contact Jay Coun-
ty Auditor.
New Ikigai LLC, PO Box 5081, Lafayette, IN 47903-5081, 765-237-9171
CR 7-6,13,20-2024 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Portland Stor-
age Unit located at 217 E Pearl
St/1000 N Wayne St Portland IN
47371intends to hold a sale to sell
the property stored at the facil-
ity by the below occupants whom
are in default at an auction. The
sale will occur or otherwise dis-
posed as an online auction via
www.storagetreasures.com on
7/18/2024 at 11:00AM. Danial
Davidson unit #G128. This sale
may be withdrawn at any time
without notice. Certain terms
and conditions apply. See man-
ager for details.
CR 7-6-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given by the
Board of Aviation of the City of
Portland, that sealed bids will be
received at City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, Portland, Indi-
ana 47371 until 3:00 PM Wednes-
day, July 17, 2024, for the follow-
ing:

Annual cash rent of 26.28 till-
able acres of farmland at the
airport; under a three-year
farm lease.

Such rental shall be paid to the
City of Portland in two install-
ments.  The first being due April
1 and the second shall be due
November 1.
Bid forms and a map can be
picked up at City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, Portland 8:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Bids will be
opened at 4:00 p.m. on the 17th
day of July, 2024 by the Board of
Aviation at the airport, 661 W. 100
N., Portland.  The Board of Avi-
ation reserves the right to reject
any and all bids or to waive in-
formalities in bidding due to
errors.

Lori Phillips
Clerk Treasurer
City of Portland

CR 7-5,6-2024-HSPAXLP

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

 SUBSCRIBE  TO

THE

COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE
FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.
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Calling all sports fans
The Commercial Review is looking for part-time

SPORTS STRINGERS
to assist with coverage of local high school athletics.

If you love sports, enjoy attending games and events in-person and
have strong writing skills, this is an excellent opportunity for you.

As a sports stringer you will
Cover games as needed, as they fit into your schedule

Interview and interact with coaches and athletes
Be paid on a per-game, per-story basis

Required skills
Enjoyment and understanding of sports

Writing clearly and with a purpose
Ability to meet deadlines

Email letters of interest to r.cooney@thecr.com

Continued from page 10
Lux arrived just in time to

watch her two favorite Iowa
Hawkeyes alums play at T-Mobile
Arena when the Aces faced the
Indiana Fever on Tuesday for the
second time this season.
The trip was something of  a

miracle, made possible by the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Martin lends support
Lux has a rare and aggressive

form of  cancer called malignant
peripheral nerve sheath tumor
(MPNST), which was initially
found in her right arm. Her visit
to Las Vegas was expedited
because of  recent complications
with her condition.
It would have been difficult for

Lux to journey all the way to a
major airport. Navigating a
packed commercial plane in her
wheelchair also would have pre-
sented challenges. Make-A-Wish
negated all of  those concerns,
arranging a private plane for
Lux, her three older siblings and
her father, Kraig Lux. Bailey was
scheduled to return to Iowa on
Thursday, and Kraig believes a
certain Aces player had a role in
the accommodations.
“Kate (Martin) had been reach-

ing out,” Kraig said. “I think she
probably had something to do
with the back side of  things. She
had reached out on Friday and
sent me a message saying she
wanted to fly us out to the game. I

don’t know how much she had to
deal with, I know it was difficult
to get this done so quickly … but
this is spirit-lifting.”
Bailey was diagnosed with can-

cer in September 2022. The life-
long Iowa sports fan met Clark
and Martin during a hospital
visit shortly after, and they have
kept in contact with Bailey and
her family ever since.
The teenager is active on social

media. She creates fan videos for
Clark and Martin on TikTok, and
messages with them on Insta-
gram.
“I get to tell people, ‘Oh, yeah, I

talk to Kate. Me and her are pret-
ty good friends,’ ” Bailey said
Monday, adding that conversa-
tions span from basketball to
updates about her health.

‘No different than 
any other kid’
Martin and Clark have wit-

nessed the highs and lows of  Bai-
ley’s battle. She lost her mother,
Renee Lux, to ovarian cancer in
January. A month later, Bailey
would ring the bell and briefly
experience being cancer-free
before it returned and spread to
her lungs.
The former Iowa teammates

and best friends met Bailey when
they surprised her at the Ronald
McDonald House in Iowa City.
The visit fell during her initial
round of  radiation in 2022, right
after the team had advanced to

the Sweet 16. Clark remembers
playing Mario Kart with Bailey
during one of  their first encoun-
ters.
“She was no different than any

other kid, just playing Wii,” Clark
said Monday. “Obviously I’ve
known her for a while, and I’m
just trying to be as supportive as I
can. I know this is something
she’s really looking forward to.
Like, this is what her wish was, to

come to this game and to see me
and Kate. I think that puts basket-
ball, and even life, into perspec-
tive.”
Bailey doesn’t miss an opportu-

nity to watch Clark or Martin
play.
“Every single time they play,

that game is on,” said her sister
Brianna Lux, 21.
She’s also been to her fair

share of  games at Carver-Hawk-

eye Arena. It holds 15,400 and
doesn’t feel so different from Las
Vegas, Bailey said. Tuesday was
the Aces’ first of  two games this
season at T-Mobile Arena, which
has a capacity of  18,000 for bas-
ketball.
“There’s not a bad seat in the

house here,” Martin said. “At
Carver, it literally felt like you
were a mile away when you were
sitting in the top seat.”

Wish ...

Tribune News Service/Las Vegas Aces

Las Vegas Aces veteran Alysha Clark sits down to talk to Bailey Lux during
practice Monday in Las Vegas. Former University of Iowa teammates Caitlin Clark of the
Indiana Fever and Kate Martin of the Aces facilitated her trip to Las Vegas through the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Local schedule
Today       

Portland Rockets in Portland Firecrack-
er Tourney – TBA

Sunday
Portland Rockets in Portland Firecrack-

er Tourney – TBA

Monday
Jay County summer swim team vs.

Yorktown – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Portland Rockets at Fort Wayne Jack-

ers – 7:15 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
5:30 a.m. — AFL: Carlton Blues at

Greater Western Sydney Giants (FS1)
6:30 a.m. — Formula 1s: British Grand

Prix (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: The

Loop 110 (USA)
12 p.m. — UEFA Euro 2024 soccer:

Switzerland vs. England (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Grant Park 165 (USA)

1 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at New
York Yankees (FS1)

1 p.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ABC)
1 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at

Indiana Fever (CBS)
1 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Houston Dash

at Chicago Red Stars (ESPN)
2 p.m. — Pro Motocross Champi-

onship: REdBud National (NBC)
3 p.m. — UEFA Euro 2024 soccer:

France vs. Portugal (FOX)
3 p.m. — John Deere Classic (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:

The Loop 110 (NBC)
4:10 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
4:30 p.m. — NBA summer league: Los

Angeles Lakers vs. Sacramento Kings
(ESPN)

6 p.m. — Copa America soccer (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — NBA summer league:

Miami Heat vs. Golden State Warriors
(ESPN)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers
at Los Angeles Dodgers (FOX)

8:30 p.m. — Boxing: Artem Harutyun-
yan vs. Shakur Stevenson (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Copa America soccer (FS1)
10 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:

Louisville City at Oakland Roots (FOX)

Sunday
7 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
10 a.m. — Formula 1: British Grand

Prix (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ABC)
1 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour: Fire-

fighters vs. Bananas (ESPN)
1 p.m. — BIG3 basketball (CBS)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour Golf: John Deere

Classic (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — WNBA basketball: Dallas

Wings at Las Vegas Aces (ESPN)
4:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:

Grant Park 165 (NBC)
6 p.m. — WNBA basketball: Chicago

Sky at Seattle Storm (FOX)
7:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Boston Red Sox at New York Yankees
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — NBA California Classic Sum-
mer League basketball: China vs. Char-
lotte Hornets (ESPN2)

Monday
6 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN2)

8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
4:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

St. Louis Cardinals at Washington
Nationals (Bally Indiana)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Cleveland Guardians at Detroit Tigers
(FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake
City Summer League: Oklahoma City
Thunder vs. Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Colorado Rockies at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake
City Summer League: Memphis Grizzlies
vs. Utah Jazz (ESPN)

Tuesday
8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro 2024 –

Semifinal (FOX)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake

City Summer League: Memphis Grizzlies
vs. Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Colorado Rockies at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –
TBD at Argentina (FS1)

9 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake
City Summer League: Oklahoma City Thun-
der vs. Utah Jazz (ESPN2)

Local notes
Soccer camp announced

The Jay County High School boys and
girls soccer teams will hold a youth soccer
camp July 29 through 31.

The camp is for kids going into first
grade up to eighth grade. It will be held
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the old soccer field
behind the baseball diamond.

Admission is $30 per child and each
additional child from the same household
will cost only $20.

To sign up visit
https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For more
information, email
klmuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us
or rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school
front office by July 12th.

Meet booked
The Jay County Chamber Classic golf

outing is set for Friday, July 19, at Portland
Golf Club.

The deadline to register is July 10,
and it’s limited to 20 teams. Awards of
$400, $200 and $100 will be given out
to first, second and third place, respec-
tively.

Golf will begin with a shotgun start at
10 a.m.

To register, email tabby@jaycounty-
chamber.com.

For more information call (260) 726-
4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association

of Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tour-
nament is set to take place on July 22 at
Turtle Creek Golf Course in Greenville,
Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry
form call (937) 548-9960 or email direc-
tor@cadcinfo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap



Run any ad at regular price
during the week of the Jay County Fair (July 6 through 13)

and run it one more time for free
between July 16 and 31.
Deal does not apply to special sections.

Call (260) 726-8141
or email L.Cochran@thecr.com 

The Commercial Review
Jayland’s Award Winning Newspaper

BLOWOUT
FAIR WEEK

www.thecr.com The Commercial ReviewPage 10

Sports
Saturday, July 6, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Rockets hosting
tourney this weekend,

see Sports on tap

By CALLIE
LAWSON-FREEMAN
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service
LAS VEGAS — Bailey

Lux always has a smile
on her face, Indiana
Fever rookie Caitlin
Clark said.
During the Aces’ prac-

tice Monday at T-Mobile
Arena, the 14-year-old’s
resting expression sup-
ported Clark’s claim.
Lux beamed when Aces

rookie guard Kate Martin
came by to say hello.
After practice ended,
Lux’s wide grin couldn’t
even be obscured by the
phone she held up to
record as the Aces bois-
terously partook in their
customary half-court
shot contest, booing at
made and missed shots.
“Thanks for coming

through! They’re not
always this serious,”
Aces coach Becky Ham-
mon told Lux in jest. Of
course, Lux smiled in
response.
Multiple Aces players

would soon approach
Lux’s courtside table to
autograph a gifted offi-
cial WNBA basketball
and ask about her long
journey to Las Vegas
from Carroll, Iowa. 

See Wish page 9

Mays
winners

Display Craft, pictured above,
won the regular-season
championship in Portland Junior
League Willie Mays baseball. At
right are Willie Mays award
winners Koda Johnson, Rookie of
the Year; Ryker Price, Mr.
Baseball; and Beckham Hough,
Sportsmanship Award.

Photos provided

Former Iowa
teammates
bring patient
to Vegas

Clark,
Martin
fulfill
a wish


