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Jack White, 91, Dunkirk
Thomas Hemmelgarn, 77,

St. Henry, Ohio
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  84 degrees Sunday.
The low was 61.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the upper 60s with rain
after midnight. Showers, with
thunderstorms possible, are in
the forecast for Wednesday.
The high will be in the mid 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Today
Noon — Rides open for Kids’

Day
2:30 p.m. — Silly Safaris animal

show in the Farmer’s Building
4 p.m. — 4-H small animal

supreme showmanship in the
Show Arena

7 p.m. — 3 Bar J Rodeo at the
grandstand

Wednesday
9 a.m. — 4-H dairy show in the

Show Arena
3 p.m. — Cincinnatus League

Senior Citizen Recognition in the
Farmer’s Building

4:30 p.m. — 4-H sheep show in
the Show Arena

7 p.m. — Truck and tractor pull
at the grandstand

Deaths Weather At the fair

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Kaden Khayyata has
been out of  high school
for less than two months.

Even before he walked
across the stage in Illi-
nois, he was helping out
in Jay County.

Khayyata is the spon-
sorship intern for the Jay
County Fair, with his
duties expanding far

beyond reaching out to
potential businesses to
seek funding for the
annual event.

“He’s been a great addi-
tion,” said fair board pres-
ident Aaron Loy. “He’s
kind of  just jumped right
in wherever he’s needed.
He’s not afraid to get his
hands dirty and do what-
ever needs to be done.”

Khayyata fell into the

new role with the Jay
County Fair by a bit of
happenstance. He had
started working with Illi-
nois-based Leon Edwards
Marketing and had pro-
posed the idea of  being a
sponsorship intern. The
company, in turn, sug-
gested connecting him
with a fair.

He had two choices:
Champaign County, Illi-

nois, and Jay County,
Indiana.

He chose Jay, in large
part because of  his famil-
iarity with the communi-
ty.

Khayyata’s grandpar-
ents Tom and Margaret
Warren lived in Jay Coun-
ty, farming south of  Bluff
Point. (His family contin-
ues to own the property in
the area of  county road

100 East between county
roads 800 South and 900
South.) His paternal
grandmother, Marian
(Vinson) Orr, was Miss
Jay County in 1958.

“So I’ve always been
kind of  around Jay Coun-
ty,” said Khayyata, whose
family moved to Illinois
when his father Michael
got a job there.

See Intern page 6

Intern has given fair a boost

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

If  Jay County Commis-
sioners and Jay County
Development Corporation
can’t agree on a contract for
this year soon, funding may
not be allocated to the
organization in 2025.

For now, this year’s fund-
ing is still being withheld.

Commissioners heard a
request Monday from
JCDC board president
Angie Paxson and execu-
tive director Travis
Richards to disburse coun-
ty funds for the first half  of
2024. The county and JCDC
have yet to come to a con-
tract agreement for this
year.

In May, commissioners
shared additional stipula-
tions regarding a potential
contract with JCDC. The
list includes a reduction in
JCDC board’s voting mem-
bership to between nine
and 11, requiring the board
to meet monthly or as need-
ed and stipulations about
Richards’ and community
coordinator Nate Kimball’s
duties.

Paxson explained Mon-
day that JCDC board’s
membership is in line with
partners in six other coun-
ties and two other organiza-
tions. She noted it has iden-
tified two board members
that have had issues with
attendance and shared
other updates, pointing out
that the board is ready to
form a subcommittee to dis-
cuss the stipulations in
detail.

She requested the dis-
bursement of  county funds
for the first half  of  2024 as a
good-faith gesture.

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker noted the
county OK’d funding in
2023 on similar terms prior
to putting a contract in
place and expressed a
desire to come to an agree-
ment before committing
funds.

Both Paxson and
Richards noted a few times
during discussion Monday
that JCDC has shared a
signed contract with com-
missioners, but commis-
sioners decided not to move
forward with it.

Aker reminded Paxson
and Richards that the coun-
ty shared its new stipula-
tions in May.

He said the group could
host special meetings
instead of  waiting for its
regularly scheduled meet-
ings to discuss the items
and facilitate the process
more quickly. Aker pointed
out the county has to devel-
op its budget for 2025 soon.

Richards asked what
next year’s budget has to do
with this year’s funding.

“Are you saying that you
don’t look to put anything
in the 2025 budget if  we
don’t come back with these
13 things by August?” asked
Richards.

“That’s what I’m saying
is, if  you’re not willing to
come into a contract with
us, we’ve got to look at dif-
ferent avenues,” responded
Aker.

See Funding page 2

By ALAN KATZ
and WILLIAM HOROBIN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

France is heading into an
extended period of  political grid-
lock after a shock defeat for
Marine Le Pen’s far right in Sun-
day’s elections produced a divided
parliament with no clear majority.

A left-wing alliance including
the far-left group France Unbowed

will be the biggest group with 178
out of  577 seats in the lower house,
but still way short of  the 289
required for an absolute majority.
President Emmanuel Macron’s
group was second with Le Pen’s
National Rally trailing in third
place.

In the runup to the vote,
investors had been concerned
about the prospect of  a far-right
takeover after Le Pen’s crushing

victory in last month’s European
parliamentary elections. But some
analysts were even more worried
about Jean-Luc Melenchon’s
France Unbowed leading the next
administration, since he has made
spending promises that would
destabilize the public finances and
risk a market crisis.

The result means that neither
Melenchon nor Le Pen will be able
to put their plans into action and

makes the formation of  any effec-
tive government extremely diffi-
cult.

“The extremes have been avert-
ed,” said Antonio Barroso, a politi-
cal analyst at advisory firm Teneo.
“But the problem is that there is no
easy path to a government.”

French bonds and the euro were
little changed as traders digested
the results.

See Election page 2

French election leaves no majority

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Baby, mini
There was plenty for youngsters to get

involved in over the weekend at the Jay
County Fair.

Pictured above, Cash VanSkyock, 9
months old, and her mother Tessa VanSkyock
sit in front of the audience and judges
Saturday during the baby contest in the
Farmer’s Building.

At right, Silas Ault gets eye-to-eye with his
cow during the mini 4-H showmanship portion
of the beef show Sunday afternoon in the
Show Arena.

For more photos, see page 6.

JCDC and
commissioners

continue to
be at odds

County
denies
funding
without
contract



Continued from page 1
The CAC 40 was up 0.3%

in Paris trading, adding to
last week’s rebound. The
French equity benchmark
has erased almost half  of
its losses of  recent weeks
and remains 3.8% lower
than it was before the elec-
tion was called on June 9.

The leftist alliance,
known as the New Popular
Front, struck a deal with
Macron’s centrists ahead
of  the second round of  vot-
ing in order to prevent Le
Pen’s from clinching a
majority. Le Pen’s National
Rally won the biggest
share of  the vote in the
first round but wound up
with only 143 seats while
Macron’s group took 156,
according to the French
interior ministry.

“The scenario of  politi-
cal deadlock in France,
with an assembly divided
into three blocs, is the
least worst-case scenario,”
said John Plassard, a
director at Mirabaud &
Cie.

Macron had said that
the snap election he’d
called following his defeat
in the European election
was meant to clarify the
political situation in
France. Instead, it’s kick-
ing off  what looks like
weeks of  negotiations to
try to come up with a for-
mation that can govern.

Although the electoral
rules of  the Fifth Republic
were designed to avoid
gridlock, France is facing
the same political frag-
mentation that have seen
parliaments across Europe
plunged into extensive and
complex negotiations in
order to form majorities.

Dutch Prime Minister
Dick Schoof  was sworn in
this month, almost eight
months after his country’s
election. Spanish Premier
Pedro Sanchez is govern-
ing with the support of
seven different parties
after the conservatives, the
biggest parliamentary
group, failed to form a
majority. Olaf  Scholz is
leading Germany’s first

three-way coalition in
more than half  a century.

In France, the most likely
outcome is a government
with a minimal set of  poli-
cies that can keep the coun-
try running without aim-
ing at any major changes,
say constitutional and
political experts. There are
major differences between
the three main blocs.

That’s an extraordinary
outcome in large part
because the current French
constitution, brought in
under Charles de Gaulle in
1958, was created in order
to try to avoid the kind of
parliamentary paralysis
that France experienced
following World War II.

Melody Mock-Gruet, a
constitutional expert at Sci-
encesPo university, said
you have to go back to the
presidency of  Vincent
Auriol from 1947 to 1954 to
find a similar situation.

“He would meet with
each group in parliament
and try to find the least
common denominator with
them in order to try to build
a government,” she said.
“This is going to take weeks
at least.”
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Jack White
June 23, 1933-July 3, 2024

Jack Eugene White, 91, of
Dunkirk, Indiana, joined his
Lord and Savior in glory on
Wednesday, July 3,
2024, peacefully
while in the com-
pany of  his wife. 

Jack was born
in Redkey, Indi-
ana, on June 23,
1933, a son of  the
late Luvina Mae
(Silvers) and
James Robert
White. He was a 1952 graduate of
Redkey High School, proudly
served his country in the United
States Army and was employed
as a mold maker for Ball Inc.
Glass Manufacturing until his
retirement in 1992.

Jack was the loving husband
of  Carolyn Sue (Smith) "Susie"
White, who he happily married
on June 14, 1957. He was a mem-
ber of  the Dunkirk American
Legion and AMA, attended First
Baptist Church of  Dunkirk, and

enjoyed fishing, gardening, old
cars, playing and watching pro-
fessional golf, reading, camping,
time with his coffee group, travel-
ing to the lakes, spending time
with family and supporting his
grandchildren's activities. Jack
was a devoted husband, depend-
able father, loyal friend, hard-
working man of  his word, with a
true Hoosier work ethic, didn't
stand for idle hands, never said a
bad word and taught us with a
quiet strength and a deep spiritu-
ality, what it is to live and die
with grace. 

He is survived by his wife
Susie White; three children,
Steve White (Suzette), Rita Kight
(Norman) and Bruce White
(Leslie); seven grandchildren,
Ryan, Justin and Travis Bone,
and Derek, Taylor, Steven and
Hannah White; six great-grand-
children, Keegan, Hallie, Aila,
Raylan, Ellison and Stevie Rose
Bone; and 1 sister, Beverly
Schindler. 

Jack was preceded in death by
his parents James and Luvina
White. 

Visitation will be held on Tues-
day, July 9, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at MJS Mortuaries – Redkey
Chapel. Funeral services will fol-
low at 1 p.m. with Pastor Norman
Kight officiating. Burial and mil-
itary honors will be held in
Dunkirk IOOF Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations
may be made to Operation Smile
(operationsmile.org). 

Arrangements have been
entrusted to MJS Mortuaries –
Redkey Chapel.

Thomas
Hemmelgarn

June 3, 1947-July 5, 2024
Thomas H. Hemmelgarn age

77, of  St. Henry, Ohio, died Fri-
day, July 5, 2024, at The Gardens
at St. Henry. 

Tom was born June 3, 1947, in
Celina, Ohio, to the late Cletus J.
and Agnes (Knapke) Hemmel-
garn. Surviving family members
include Tom’s siblings and in-
laws Marlene and Patrick McKin-
ney of  Fort Wayne, Indiana, Judy
and Bill Schoenlein of  Portland,

Indiana, Jane and
Randy Thobe of
New Bremen, and
Dan and Mary
Ann Hemmelgarn
of  St. Henry, as
well as numerous
nieces and
nephews and
great-nieces and
great-nephews. 

In addition to his parents,
Thomas was preceded in death
by an infant brother, Ken Hem-
melgarn. 

Tom was a member of  St.
Henry Catholic Church, the St.
Henry Knights of  Columbus and
the St. Henry Athletic Boosters.
He graduated from St. Henry
High School, Class of  1965. Tom
first worked at Rutschilling’s
Sawmill in St. Henry, then moved
on to Mersman‘s Table Co. in
Celina for over 30 years. He later
worked at Rindler Truss, and
finally as a paper delivery man
for The Daily Standard. Tom was
one of  St. Henry’s biggest fans
and he held a season pass for the
Redskin’s boys basketball for 58

years. He also enjoyed the
Cincinnati Reds and the Univer-
sity of  Dayton Flyers. 

A Mass of  Christian burial will
be held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 10, at St. Henry Catholic
Church. Following the funeral
mass, burial will take place in St.
Henry Cemetery. Family and
Friends may call from 3 to 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, July 9, or 9 to 10 a.m.
on Wednesday at the Hogenkamp
Funeral Home in St. Henry. 

Memorial contributions may
be made to the St. Henry Athletic
Boosters. 

Condolences for the family
may be expressed in person, or
online at hogenkampfh.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

White

Hemmelgarn

Today
Hartnagel, Carol: 10:30

a.m., Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

White, Jack: 1 p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Wednesday
Hemmelgarn, Thomas:

10:30 a.m., St. Henry Catholic
Church, 272 E. Main St., St.
Henry.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
McGalliard noted there are other

avenues for economic development.
Paxson repeatedly expressed frus-

tration that commissioners contin-
ue to offer new stipulations and
requests in a contract with JCDC.
Richards voiced similar concerns.

“This is not the only list we’ve
had, we’ve had multiple lists from
you all of  things you would like us to
change,” he said. “So, where does it
end?”

Aker said the recommendations
commissioners shared in May are
their final requests. McGalliard
later expressed other desires of  the
group, saying he would like to see
“serious change” of  the organiza-
tion before approving a contract
with it.

“You understand why I’m con-
fused,” said Paxson. “What I’m
afraid of, we put the time in for these
13 points, present you the contract,
have (county attorney Wes Scheme-
naur) revise it … and then you’re
going to list something different.”

After a lengthy discussion, Jour-
nay made a motion to grant Paxson’s
request. His motion died on the floor
for lack of  a second.

Earlier in the meeting, commis-

sioners also aired concerns about
items they would like to see JCDC
working toward.

McGalliard shared a compilation
of  labor force statistics he said came
from Indiana Department of  Work-
force Development. Comparing the
numbers from 2014 to 2024, he noted
the labor force has dropped by just
over 1,500 people.

“What are we doing to get our
labor force back?” he asked.

Richards explained that as the
population declines, so does the
workforce. He mentioned quality of
life aspects, such as expanding reli-
able internet, childcare and working
on infrastructure. He referenced
state funding programs the county
is pursuing, such as the Regional
Economic Acceleration and Devel-
opment Initiative (READI) 2.0,
Broadband Equity, Access and
Deployment program, and other
local projects, such as expanding
Penn Township Library.

McGalliard suggested JCDC take
labor force statistics into considera-
tion for future plans in the county.

Referencing the housing shortage,
Aker and McGalliard pointed out
the housing task force has not met
since the county purchased 68 acres

of  land on the western edge of  Port-
land along Indiana 67 in early 2023.

Aker asked JCDC to work with the
county regarding the development
of  the 68 acres, which is a project
that was submitted for funding
through READI 2.0. (East Central
Indiana Regional Partnership was
awarded $35 million through READI
2.0 to be distributed throughout the
region.)

“It would be great to work togeth-
er,” responded Richards.

Later in the meeting, McGalliard
noted the county needs to submit a
final application for its READI 2.0
project prior to Aug. 2. He pointed
out a section in the application ask-
ing for how many public, private or
philanthropic funds have been
secured to date for the project, and
he suggested the county would have
a better chance of  securing more
dollars if  it committed other fund-
ing toward the project. He shared
plans to get cost estimates later this
week for the project and emphasized
county officials act on the matter
quickly.

••••••••
For more news from Monday’s com-

missioners meeting, see Wednesday’s
newspaper.

Funding ...

Election ...

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Corporation, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,

1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St. 

Tuesday
10 a.m. — Dunkirk

Police Pension Board,
city building, 131 S. Main
St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.79
Oct. corn .................3.84
Wheat ......................4.94

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.85
Aug. corn ................3.85
Sept. corn.................3.78

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.73
Aug. corn ................3.83
Beans ......................11.63

Aug. beans..............10.56
Wheat ...................... 5.19

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.68
Aug. corn ................3.72
Beans ......................11.57
Aug. beans..............11.27
Wheat ......................5.19

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.77
Aug. corn ................3.77
Beans ......................11.43
Aug. beans..............11.28
Wheat ......................4.94

In 2001, the original
British version of  “The
Office” made its pre-
miere.

In 2018, Fort Recovery
School Board hired Bill
Overla as its new high
school principal. Overla
was a supervisor at
Miami Valley Career
Technology Center for
the previous two years
and before that had
served 11 years as an
administrator at Troy.

In 2022, Jay County

Fair Board announced on
the opening day of  the
150th Jay County Fair
that the maintenance
building at the fair-
grounds would be named
for Tom Zimmerman
while the FFA pavilion
would be named for Bob
and Joyce Lyons. Zim-
merman was the longest-
serving president in the
board’s history while
Lyons was the longest-
serving board member.

—The CR

CR almanac

76/63 79/62 83/65 86/68 89/71
Wednes-

day’s forecast
shows a 70%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

Another
chance of
rain Sunday.
Otherwise,
sunny, with a
high near 90
degrees.

Another
day of sunny
skies is
expected Sat-
urday, with a
low in the
upper 60s.

Thursday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with a high in
the upper 70s.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast for
Friday, when
the high will be
around 83
degrees.

Wednesday
7/10

Thursday
7/11

Friday
7/12

Saturday
7/13

Sunday
7/14

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $29
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$181 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-6-9
Daily Four: 2-5-5-0
Evening
Daily Three: 7-2-5
Daily Four: 7-5-0-3
Quick Draw: 8-10-12-

21-25-26-30-32-37-42-43-45-

48-62-73-74-75-77-79-80
Cash 5: 10-21-23-28-42
Estimated jackpot:

$90,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-7-0
Pick 4: 6-7-6-6
Pick 5: 2-9-9-7-9
Evening
Pick 3: 8-4-0
Pick 4: 4-2-9-6
Pick 5: 4-3-2-5-6
Rolling Cash 5: 2-3-15-

23-26
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8

p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —

Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

DEAR ABBY: My sister has
bullied and controlled me most
of  my life. She has said many
very unkind things, and I have
reached a place in my life
where I need peace and dis-
tance from her. Because of  this,
I have blocked her from texting
or calling me. 

The problem I’m having is
that my sister texts and sends
pictures and presents to my in-
laws. I feel this is inappropri-
ate. She’s married and has her
own in-laws to grow a relation-
ship with. I feel she does it to
stay relevant in my life and
also to show my in-laws that
she’s a nice person. 

I know she’s an adult and can
have relationships with
whomever she chooses, but it

feels to me that she is overstep-
ping boundaries. I can’t
breathe or have a life outside of
her. My husband’s family are
MY in-laws, not hers. Are my
feelings unreasonable? —
SMOTHERED IN PENNSYLVA-
NIA

DEAR SMOTHERED: Your
in-laws can have a relation-
ship with anyone they wish.
You cannot control who

sends them texts, photos and
gifts, particularly if  they
enjoy them. You may feel
your sister has no place in
their lives, but unless they
agree, you are out of  luck. 

Of  course, your feelings
are your feelings and, from
what you have written about
your sister’s past treatment
of  you, you’re entitled to
them. But to allow her to
take up any more space in
your head than you already
have is counterproductive. 

Talk with a therapist
about this, if  necessary, to
help you quit obsessing
about her. The problem isn’t
her — it is how you continue
to react to her.

••••••••

DEAR ABBY: Growing up,
my best friend was a female.
We had a strong platonic
friendship for many years. Our
primary method of  communi-
cation was letter-writing. We
wrote hundreds of  letters and
emails to each other before we
drifted apart during college. 

We recently reconnected
after 10 years and quickly
began talking like we used to.
I’m excited to write to my fel-
low letter-writer again, but we
are both married now, and I
want to be respectful of  the
spouses involved. 

Is there a right way to revive
our constant flow of  letters and
emails, like in the old days?
The letters are respectful, and
we write about a wide variety

of  topics that interest us. —
CAUTIOUS IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR CAUTIOUS: Letter-
writing is fast becoming a
dying art, and it’s a shame. I
hope you and your friend
have been saving the corre-
spondence you’ve exchanged
because they are valuable
keepsakes that reflect your
activities and opinions as
you both have matured. 

I see nothing wrong with
continuing the exchange of
letters as long as your spous-
es are aware of  it and don’t
object. More people should
consider doing what you are
doing. I have been told by
friends (pre-“Abby”) that
they have kept mine and
enjoyed rereading them.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Deal does not apply to special sections.

Contact Lindsey at:
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or

(260) 726-8141

Run any ad at
REGULAR PRICE

during the week of
the Jay County Fair
(July 6 through 13)

and run it one
more time for FREE 

between
July 16 and 31.
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By HANK NUWER
Experiencing an adven-

ture in Nome, Alaska,
across from mainland Rus-
sia, was on a bucket list for
my wife Gosia and me. 

Last Memorial Day
weekend, we flew to this
historic western city where
Wyatt Earp ran the Dexter
Saloon during the Gold
Rush Days of  1900. 

Bering Sea ice clung to
the shore as a late spring
departed. The ice con-
tained a patch of  discarded
Christmas trees that locals
term “Nome’s national for-
est.”

Nome’s 3,654 citizens are
a plucky lot, enduring
many winter days with
sub-zero temperatures. 

Business only recently
picked up after the COVID
closings, plus the storm
surge of  Typhoon Merbok
that drowned the city on
Oct. 21, 2022.

Recent fires also shut-
tered several Nome restau-
rants, according to the
friendly manager at

Milano’s Pizzeria where we
enjoyed tasty teriyaki
chicken. The Bering Sea
Bar now has rebuilt after
an inferno destroyed it in
2022.

During our stay at the
comfortable Dredge No. 7
Inn, we cooked three of
four breakfasts with fix-
ings from a well-stocked
Safeway. Our initial meal at
the Polar Café provided a
great view of  the Bering
Sea but our bacon and eggs
were overcooked. 

Over four days, we ate all
lunches and dinners out.
We enjoyed fresh sushi and
a tasty vegetarian pizza at
family owned Airport
Pizza and at Pingo Bakery
& Seafood House, a super
haddock burrito each.

During a dinner at
Husky Restaurant, I
savored spicy Korean pork,
but Gosia’s American fish
and chips were so over-
cooked she abandoned her
portion. 

Whenever we had a
Nome question, we
stopped at the Nome Visi-
tor Center where clerk
Leon Boardway, “seven
months sober,” proved a
human encyclopedia. He’s
the author of  a collection
of  Gold Rush stories in
“The Tale of  the Golden
Billiken,” a book on Ama-
zon for $10.

Boardway told us about
some crazy Nome tradi-
tions like its bathtub (on
wheels) races down Front
Street. He directed us to a
Monday Memorial parade
and service at the Nome
ceremony. Gosia and I
attended to pay homage to
my late World War II veter-
an father. 

Finally, he directed us to
highways out of  town lead-

ing to Teller, Alaska, a vil-
lage of  Native Alaskans,
and to a roadhouse at Safe-
ty, Alaska, which serves as
the final checkpoint for the
Iditarod.  

Along the roadway, with
stops on several remote
side roads, we stopped to
admire returning birds,
including a Bristle-thighed
curlew. 

Best of  all, we located
musk ox herds. Gosia took
photos with her zoom lens.  

I kept the Jeep’s door
open in case the herd
leader became jumpy.

Last December, a horned
musk ox gored to death an
Alaska court services offi-
cer on that same Teller
Road.

At Safety, all the lights in
the Roadhouse were on,
but the doors were locked.
We peered inside the old-
timey saloon’s windows to
spy hundreds of  dollar
bills tacked to walls and
ceilings. West of  Safety, we
located the remains of  a

rusty narrow-gauge loco-
motive and cars. 

During our Nome excur-
sion, we stopped for a Sat-
urday visit to the “head-
quarters of  the Sin City of
Nome,” the historic Board
of  Trade Saloon (BOT).
Gosia and I took a tour and
admired its historic Nome
photos.

“I’ll have a draft,” I said
to the friendly bartender.
“My wife will just watch.”

“He’s the designated
drinker,” Gosia explained.
“I’m his driver.”

Right then, a pool player
began shouting and acting
odd. The bartender firmly
ordered him to leave.  

“You know that behavior
isn’t allowed,” the bar-
tender said.

The buffoon’s departure
proved a better outcome
than occurred on April 17,
1964, when then-BOT
owner James D. West sav-
agely beat intoxicated
Richard Nershak for put-
ting his hands on West’s

wife. Nershak, a carpenter
and ivory carver in poor
health due to alcohol abuse,
died even as a policeman
drove him for help.

All in all, Gosia and I
loved Nome, especially
meeting its warm-hearted
people. We flew back to
Fairbanks with an Inuit
carving of  a walrus pur-
chased at Maruskiya’s well-
stocked gift shop.

We hope to return to
Nome in March when Idi-
tarod dogsled teams streak
across the finish line.

••••••••••
Nuwer, a former Ran-

dolph County resident, is
writing full-time as he com-
pletes a biography of  Kurt
Vonnegut in Fairbanks,
Alaska. He has also taught
journalism during his
career, including for Ball
State University and
Franklin College in Indi-
ana. See Nome for yourself
by webcam at visit-
nomealaska.com/nome-
cam.

Nome made for a good Memorial Day
Far

From
Randolph

County

Woman believes sister has stepped over boundaries

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By MAGGIE STEVENS
Young people aging out of  fos-

ter care face countless barriers
in their lives often preventing
them from meeting their basic
needs. Summer can be a vulner-
able and lonely time as they may
not be in school or a job training
program, and they may need
extra support.

Right now, there are young
people aging out of  foster care
in Indiana who don’t have reli-
able transportation to get to
work, are dealing with food inse-
curity or may be facing eviction
due to a lack of  resources and
adult support.

Thankfully, these young peo-
ple can rely on Foster Success
for support. For the last two
years, we’ve worked to meet our
young adults’ basic needs
through a program that helps

them access the resources they
need to become self-sufficient.

Foster Success’s Basic Needs
program helps solve their
immediate needs by, diving into
the underlying causes of  their
emergency and provides sup-
port and connection to
resources to increase personal
and financial stability.

The three pillars of  our Basic
Needs program are Solve, Sup-
port, and Sustain:

Solve — First, a Foster Suc-
cess team member will work to

solve the immediate emergency
that needs attention. This could
be eviction, homelessness, lack
of  childcare, transportation
challenges, and much more. If
available, Foster Success will
provide funds to support a
young person to alleviate their
current emergency.

Support — Then, a Foster Suc-
cess team member will dive
deeper into the cause of  the
emergency. For example, is the
young person late on rent due to
low wages, an inability to work
due to lack of  childcare, or other
unforeseen circumstances? By
taking the time to work with
young people to solve the bigger
issues, Foster Success can direct
them to the appropriate
resources. 

Sustain — Lastly, a Foster
Success team member will

guide the young person in
accessing education programs
to earn a degree or credential,
enrolling in workforce pro-
grams to upskill or find better-
paying jobs, or engaging with
financial empowerment pro-
grams to learn how to manage
finances and get access to finan-
cial guidance and resources.

Rosie Ferguson-Walton is one
of  the young adults who has
received support through the
Foster Success Basic Needs pro-
gram. Two years ago, when she
was just 21 years old, the North-
west Indiana student received
funds through our Basic Needs
program to pay for groceries
and her cell phone bill. The
emergency help was invaluable,
she said.

“It took a lot of  pressure and
stress off  my chest because I

knew I wasn’t doing it alone and
I knew I had all the help I need-
ed,” Ferguson-Walton said.

Sometimes a little help is all
someone needs to continue on
their journey to success. Howev-
er, we cannot ensure that our
Basic Needs program can meet
the needs of  young adults aging
out of  foster care without sup-
port from our community. Espe-
cially right now, during the sum-
mer, these young adults, like
Rosie, need you. Please consider
making a tax-deductible finan-
cial donation today or becoming
one of  our volunteers around
the state. 

••••••••••
Stevens is the president and

CEO of  Foster Success, an Indi-
ana-based nonprofit that priori-
tizes the voices of  older foster
care youth.

Youth who age out need your help

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

In ruling that Donald
Trump and other former
presidents enjoy immunity
from prosecution for “offi-
cial acts,” the Supreme
Court on Monday gave a
shockingly short shrift to
the principle that no one is
above the law. It did so,
moreover, in a ruling that
divided Republican and
Democratic appointees at a
time when the court must
contend with complaints
that its members are politi-
cians in robes.

It was also frustrating
that it took the court so
long to hand down a rul-
ing, more than six
months after special coun-
sel Jack Smith asked jus-
tices to expedite review.
Monday’s decision, which
came more than two
months after oral argu-
ments, doesn’t give Trump
everything he wanted and
doesn’t derail the federal
prosecution of  the former
president for his outra-
geous attempts to overturn
the results of  the 2020 elec-
tion.

But Chief  Justice John
G. Roberts Jr.’s majority
opinion makes such a pros-
ecution more difficult. It
also makes it almost cer-
tain that Trump won’t be
put on trial before the
November election. If
Trump wins that election,
he could move to abort the
prosecution. In that event,
justice delayed truly would
be justice denied.

Roberts concluded that a
former president is
“absolutely immune from
criminal prosecution for
conduct within his exclu-
sive sphere of  constitu-
tional authority” and also
possesses a “presumptive
immunity” for acts “with-
in the outer perimeter of
his official responsibility.”
Prosecutors could rebut
presumptive immunity by
proving that prosecuting a
former president for a par-
ticular action would pose
no danger of  intrusion on
the authority and func-
tions of  the executive
branch.

But the court declined to
say whether several
actions allegedly taken by
the former president
would be immune from
prosecution, though it did
find that Trump enjoyed
immunity for one course
of  conduct described in the
indictment — his discus-
sions with Justice Depart-
ment officials about inves-
tigating purported election
fraud and sending a letter
from the department to
various states.

The status of  other
actions by Trump in fur-
therance of  his scheme
will be decided by a lower
court. These include his
efforts to persuade Vice
President Mike Pence to
refuse to certify validly
cast electoral votes.
Roberts said that a lower
court must decide whether
prosecuting Trump for his
lobbying of  Pence would
pose a danger of  intrusion
on executive branch
authority. A trial court will
also decide where other
actions by Trump fall
along the line between
“official” and “unofficial.”
The country would have
been better served if  the
court had wrestled with
these questions itself  to
expedite a Trump trial.

Even if  Smith is able to
prosecute Trump for
“unofficial” acts, Roberts
said prosecutors couldn’t
introduce as evidence testi-
mony or documents relat-
ed to official acts that were
also part of  the alleged ille-
gal scheme. (Justice Amy
Coney Barrett, a Trump
appointee who said
Roberts’ opinion was most-
ly “consistent with my
view,” rejected that conclu-
sion.)

This decision comes
after the court last week
ruled that an obstruction
statute used against Jan. 6
defendants — which also
figures in the charges
against Trump — had been
interpreted too broadly.
(It’s unclear whether that
decision will hobble the
case against Trump.)

Roberts expressed
strong support in his opin-
ion for presidential prerog-
atives and worried that a
president might shy away
from taking decisive action
for the good of  the country
out of  fear of  being
charged with a crime upon
leaving office.

That concern seems
exaggerated, and it is out-
weighed by the principle
that no American is above
the law. As Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson pithily put
it, the majority “accepts as
a basic starting premise
that generally applicable
criminal laws do not apply
to everyone in our society.”

Whether or not Trump
faces a jury of  his peers in
this case, that is a danger-
ous idea.

Implications of
ruling are troubling

By MIHIR SHARMA
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

It isn’t hard to understand that
global warming is already changing
how we live. In India’s capital, New
Delhi, this summer has been so hot
— above 40 degrees Celsius (104
Fahrenheit) even at night — that peo-
ple are gasping, the tap water is
scalding, and the walls of  their
homes emit heat like radiators.

The Saudi Arabian authorities
said that 1,300 pilgrims have already
died on this year’s Hajj. Players at the
European soccer championships are
collapsing due to exhaustion.

And yet economists — clearly able
to keep cool heads when everybody
else is losing theirs — are in the mid-
dle of  a fresh debate about the real
costs of  climate change. A new work-
ing paper from two academics at Har-
vard and Northwestern, and pub-
lished by the National Bureau of  Eco-
nomic Research, argues that the
macroeconomic damage from cli-
mate change might be as much as six
times higher than previously esti-
mated.

Their model predicts that a single
degree increase “in global mean tem-
peratures leads to a gradual decline
in world GDP that peaks at 12% after
six years and does not fully mean-
revert even 10 years after the shock.”
They point out that this makes uni-
lateral climate action worth it for
countries like the U.S.; that argument
must surely also hold countries that
are poorer but far more exposed to
climate change, such as India. Is it
possible to add a couple more coun-
tries here?

The paper has set off  a storm of
furious criticism, and not just from
economists. The climate scientist
John Kennedy argues that its
methodology may be flawed. He isn’t
sure, for example, that we can easily
extrapolate from the historical
record of  0.3-degree shocks to global
temperature to the larger, one-degree

changes associated with climate
change.

It’s clear that global warming is
already having a malign effect on
human health and livelihoods. We
just need more clarity on how much.

Discussion of  the real costs of  cli-
mate change, to human welfare and
to national economies, have been
going on for decades. But we no
longer need such estimates to make
the case that it is real, and a problem.
Instead, we need them as inputs into
policymaking — similar to employ-
ment or price data.

Policymakers are still short of
objective, sector-specific and precise
estimates of  current and possible
future costs. That shortage is a grow-
ing problem — because climate policy
is beginning to bite. Billions of  tax-
payer dollars are being directed to
sectors that promise to curb emis-
sions; consumers are paying more for
carbon-intensive goods and services;
and pressure to follow a net zero strat-
egy has complicated decisions for
companies and institutional
investors.

These should all count as successes
in the fight against climate change.
When money moves, however, people
begin to ask pointed questions. It isn’t
just various Republican politicians
attacking “woke capital” to get in the
headlines. Serious macroeconomic
decision-makers, accustomed to evi-
dence-based policy, are beginning to
ask exactly what global warming’s
costs and benefits are for their partic-
ular countries.

India’s chief  economic adviser, for
example, asked earlier this year if  we

were irrationally scared of  the health
effects of  global warming. It is true
that we in India are more exposed to
heat stress than most. But, he pointed
out, large-scale studies suggest that
far more people die in India as a con-
sequence of  “moderate cold” than
from extreme heat.

Delhi’s temperature might stay
above 40 degrees for weeks on end,
with all the negative effects on public
health and economic activity that
entails; but would other Indians actu-
ally live longer if  average tempera-
tures rose? Do we have real evidence
for the aggregate effect of  higher tem-
peratures on mortality in India and
the rest of  the developing world?

These are real questions that
deserve real answers. But the data we
currently have is insufficient. And
that lack of  data might lead to erro-
neous conclusions. Some scholars in
India have noted that those most
exposed to heat stress are manual
laborers, construction workers and
farmers — marginalized groups
whose illnesses and deaths the coun-
try’s public health system might not
properly record.

It’s vital that we put more
resources into identifying and ana-
lyzing the effects of  warmer tempera-
tures. Some efforts have already
begun: Last year, the World Health
Organization released a framework
to quantify the economic value of  the
health outcomes of  climate-related
investments.

Countries like India must also
begin to quantify the many indirect
effects of  climate change on their
macroeconomic fundamentals: from
greater variability in farm output to
less productive physical investments.
We can’t make evidence-based policy
for the greatest global problem of  our
time without more high-quality data.

••••••••••
Sharma is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist and senior fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation in New
Delhi.

Leaders need better data
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

A Portland native has
issued her thoughts on AI
in her first report issued
in four years.

Mary Meeker, a Jay
County High School grad-
uate known as the Queen
of  the Internet, encour-
aged cooperation moving
forward.

“This is a critical time
for industry, government
and higher education to
work together,” the for-
ward of  the report reads.
“We have the chance to
leverage our advantages
and augment freedom and
democracy, not diminish
them. This is the time to
step back — understand
the global dynamics and
risks at work — and to
determine how we can
best grow/use artificial
intelligence for the good
of  the country and the
world. We are in an intelli-
gence arms race for
hearts, minds and power.
For the sake of  democratic
values, it’s crucial for
those who uphold these
principles to lead, not
lose.”

The report projects that
the next five years are key
and that higher education
must take a leadership
role along with industry
and government. It also
foresees a future in which
universities will trans-
form and that lifelong
learning will be more
important than ever.

Meeker is a principal
with BOND Capital. The
full report is available at
bondcap.com/reports/aiu.

Invenergy purchases
Renewable energy firm

Invenergy last week
announced that it has
acquired nearly 600
megawatts of  wind energy
projects in Brazil.

The company purchased
the operations from Con-
tourGlobal and Eletrobras
in partnership with Patria
Investments, which will
own a 90% stake. Invener-
gy will hold the other 10%
and provide operations
and maintenance services.

“This first-of-its-kind
transaction for Invenergy
Services in Brazil expands
our O&M portfolio of
managed assets and
makes Invenergy an
owner of  installed wind
capacity in the country for
the first time,” said Steve
Dowdy, executive vice
president at Invenergy.
“The work we do at Inven-
ergy Services is guided by
our ‘owners’ mindset,’ and
this opportunity reflects
our commitment to excel-

lent service at every proj-
ect we operate.”

Invenergy is planning
Skycrest Solar in north-
west Jay County.

Mortherson raises
Samvardhana Mother-

son, parent company of
MSSL Wiring of  Portland,
has raised more than $350
million by selling five-year
bonds to overseas
investors, The Economic
Times reported.

SMRC Automotive Hold-
ings Netherlands, a sub-
sidiary of  Samvardhana
Motherson, sold the bonds.

“The success of  this
transaction is a testament
to the Motherson Group’s
adherence to its prudent
financial policies, under-
scored by recent rating
upgrades by various inter-
national rating agencies,”
Motherson Group vice
chairman Laksh Vaaman
Sehgal said in a press
release.

The transaction is the
first for the company in
eight years, having raised
$300 million through a
similar bond sale in 2016.

Training scheduled
ServSafe training is held

at John Jay Center for
Learning in Portland.

The next session is
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday, July 30. 

Additional sessions are
set for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tuesdays Aug. 20, Sept. 24,
Oct. 29 and Nov. 26.

The certification course
is open to all food service
employees and emphasizes
safe food- and beverage-
handling practices to min-
imize the risk of  food-
borne illnesses.

For more information,
or to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Grant awarded
Ball Brothers Founda-

tion announced a $2.5 mil-
lion grant last week for the
new performing arts cen-
ter adjacent to the Ball
State University Campus.

The grant was one of  33
announced by the founda-
tion.

The foundation awarded
the funds for the Eric Foss
Championship Perform-
ance Center, saying in a
press release that it will
stimulate additional devel-
opment in the area known
as the Village.

“The potential and
promise of  the revitaliza-
tion of  the Village with a
performing arts center at
its heart will be transfor-
mative,” said Jud Fisher,
president and CEO of  Ball
Brothers Foundation, in a
press release. “This will
provide a dynamic gate-
way to campus, and con-
versely to the community
that will attract communi-
ty members and visitors.
And it will help to better

physically connect the city
of  Muncie and Ball State
University.”

Drug approved
Eli Lilly’s Alzheimer’s

drug donanemab earned
approval from the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration,
the Indianapolis-based
pharmaceuticals firm
announced last week.

The FDA has OK’d the
drug for use in adults with
mild cognitive impairment
or early Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, Lilly said. It will be
sold under the brand name
Kisunla.

Courses offered
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce will offer a pair
of  OSHA general compli-
ance courses in August.

A 10-hour course will be
held Aug. 20 and 21. A 30-
hour course will run Aug.
20 through 23. The courses
will result in two to four
credits toward Safety Com-
pliance Specialist Certifi-
cates.

The chamber is also
offering a Safety Leader-
ship Principles seminar
Sept. 19 and 20 in Indi-
anapolis. The seminar will
focus on helping attendees
improve their skills related
to worksite analysis, acci-
dent investigation, the
impact of  stress on safety,
key performance indica-
tors and employee involve-
ment.

For more information,
call or email (800) 824-6885
or events@indianacham-
ber.com.

Limited sauce
McDonald’s is adding the

Special Grade Garlic Sauce
to its menu beginning
today.

The sauce is inspired by
the Black Garlic Sauce
from McDonad’s Japan and
features notes of  garlic and
soy sauce. It is part of  a pro-
motion in conjunction with
the anima series JUJUTSU
KAISEN.

Eliminating
UKG, a software firm,

announced last week that it
will eliminate about 2,200
jobs, including some in
Indianapolis.

The cut represents 14%
of  the Massachusetts-based
firm’s workforce.

“These changes mean we
have made the difficult
decision to say goodbye to
~14% of  our colleagues,”
said UKG CEO Chris Todd
in an email. “A top priority
through this change is
treating those leaving with
care, dignity, and respect,
and providing support to
make their transitions as
smooth as possible.”

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly busi-
ness roundup.

Meeker offers thoughts on AI

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The housing affordability gap
for Indiana’s minimum wage
workers grew according to the
latest “Out of  Reach” report,
finding that those Hoosiers
would need to work 122 hours per
week to afford a Fair Market Rate
two-bedroom apartment. 

“The new Out of  Reach 2024
report finds that Indiana’s 2024
Housing Wage of  $22.07 needed to
afford a two-bedroom rental unit
is an increase of  $3.07 per hour
above the 2023 Housing Wage.
However, the average Hoosier
renter’s wage of  $17.92 per hour
in 2024 increased by only $0.06
over the past year,” said Aspen
Clemons, executive director at
Prosperity Indiana. “To address
Indiana’s growing housing
affordability crisis, state and
local policymakers must bridge
the growing gap between rents
and incomes by using all avail-
able policy tools.”

In order to afford that unit, val-
ued at the Fair Market Rate of
$1,148, a full-time Hoosier work-
ing only 40 hours a week would
need a “Housing Wage” of
$22.07 — far above the state’s
minimum wage of  $7.25 and
above the average renter’s wage.
The findings, from an annual
report jointly published by the

National Low Income Housing
Coalition and Prosperity Indi-
ana, included data on all 50 states
and concluded that Indiana had
dropped from 43 to 34 in terms of
affordability between 2021 and
2024.

Indiana still falls below the
national Housing Wage, which is
$32.11 per hour for a two-bed-
room apartment. 

The Housing Wage is calculat-
ed by keeping the cost of  a Fair
Market Rate two-bedroom apart-
ment and utilities at 30% of  a
household’s income — meaning
that a Hoosier household needs
to earn $3,826 monthly or $45,913
annually. 

Findings
Prospects are slightly better

for renters seeking a one-bed-
room apartment, which would
cost someone $949 monthly. That
would require 101 hours of  mini-
mum wage work weekly. But

renters living in more populated
areas have even higher costs —
including the Indianapolis-
Carmel area and Louisville area,
which have a housing wage of
$25.94 and $25.02, respectively. 

The average Hoosier wage falls
short in 88 of  92 counties and in
25 of  the state’s 26 metro areas,
according to the report. Addi-
tionally, many of  Indiana’s core
job sectors don’t pay wages high
enough to cover the Fair Market
Rate for a two-bedroom apart-
ment. 

“For the first time in recent his-
tory, less than a third of  Indiana’s
Top 20 largest occupations pay
wages sufficient to meet the
state’s Housing Wage,” said
Andrew Bradley, the senior direc-
tor of  Policy and Strategy at Pros-
perity Indiana. “Only a quarter
of  Hoosiers working in the state’s
most popular occupations earn
enough on average to afford rent.
This is not helping Hoosiers get
ahead. With the cost of  housing

increasingly out of  reach for Indi-
ana families, we need coordinat-
ed efforts by our federal, state,
and local policymakers to raise
wages and increase the supply of
safe, stable, and affordable hous-
ing for all Hoosiers.”

Just six of  Indiana’s 20 most
common occupations paid a full-
time wage enough to afford a two-
bedroom rental unit, down from
10 occupations in 2023. These
poorly paid occupations employ
843,720 Hoosiers, more than a
fifth of  the state’s workforce, and
are frequently held by women or
Hoosiers of  color.

Such jobs included home
health and personal care aides,
with a median hourly wage of
$14.79 — almost $8 less than the
full-time housing wage of  $22.07.

Homelessness
“With the cost of  rent growing

further out of  reach for those
with the lowest incomes, and
absent an adequate housing safe-
ty net, it is no surprise that
homelessness has been on the
rise,” the report concluded.

The national January 2023
Point-In-Time count, a method of
counting the number of  people
experiencing homelessness,
identified roughly 653,000 people
— the highest number ever
recorded and a 12% from 2022.

In Indiana, the count found
4,398 Hoosiers experiencing
homelessness outside of  Mari-
on County, which conducts a
separate count. Notably, the U.S.
Supreme Court last week ruled
that local law enforcement
agencies could arrest homeless
people for sleeping outdoors
even if  their city doesn’t have
adequate housing resources. 

A potential solution could be
federal intervention and the
report explicitly names bills
authored by Indiana Sen. Todd
Young to expand housing choice
vouchers. Young has identified
housing affordability as one of
his priorities, authoring bills to
incentivize investments in dis-
tressed neighborhoods nation-
wide and cutting “burdensome”
local regulations. 

In particular, advocates high-
lighted the “Family Stability
and Opportunity Vouchers Act”
introduced last year to cre-
ate 250,000 new housing vouch-
ers for low-income families
with young children. Another,
the “Eviction Crisis Act,”
would build upon Indiana’s
Emergency Rental Assistance
program to create a “perma-
nent stabilization fund for
renters facing temporary finan-
cial setbacks,” according to the
release.

Business
roundup

Study shows affordability gap is widening

Indiana falls below
national housing wage



Page 6 Local The Commercial Review
Tuesday, July 9, 2024

2024 Jay County Fair

Continued from page 1
He played baseball, was stu-

dent body president and
worked in the athletics office
and student activities office at
Buffalo Grove High School. (It
is located in the suburbs north
of  Chicago, about a 255-mile
drive from Portland.) He grad-
uated May 22.

While he was still in high
school, Khayyata was working
remotely to reach out to local
businesses on behalf  of  the
fair. Since arriving in Jay
County, he’s met with potential
sponsors in person. Those
efforts included three “Busi-
ness After Hours” sessions on
Zoom last month in an effort to
reach out to those who might
be unavailable during the reg-
ular work day.

One of  the new sponsors he
worked to bring in was IOM
Grain, which has signs on the
fairgrounds as well as advertis-
ing on the fair’s website and
social media.

Khayyata said his goal was
to find and meet potential
sponsors’ needs — community
support, access to event tick-
ets, advertising, publicity, mar-
keting, etc.

“So it’s really looking at
their  situation and seeing

what exactly do you want out
of  this sponsorship, and
matching them with the best
opportunity,” he said. “We
have a great array of  different
sponsorships available for
them.”

For the fair board, it’s been
helpful to have someone who is
available to meet with busi-
ness representatives during
the day. Most of  the current

fair board is not of  retirement
age, so they’re working full-
time jobs.

“It’s been really nice to have
some boots on the ground,
essentially, going out and hav-
ing face-to-face conversations
with businesses,” said fair
board secretary Dillon Muh-
lenkamp. “Kaden’s been
incredible. He’s really assisted
us in our sponsorships.”

Khayyata has helped out in
other ways as well, including
working in the fair office lead-
ing up to this week. He also
spent time hanging up ban-
ners, mowing and weeding.

With the fair underway, he’s
been fulfilling the role of  a jun-
ior fair board member. That
has included picking up trash,
counting cars during the Fig-
ure 8 racing and participating

in the straw races. He’s also
had a camera in his hand, help-
ing out with fair publicity.

“Since my grandpa passed
away I’ve been really trying to
find ways to get back more
involved in Jay County, since
we don’t live here,” Khayyata
said. “This is one of  those
ways.

“I’ve loved it. It’s been awe-
some. It’s so much different
than anything I’ve ever done
before.

“You can see the pride every-
body has in the work here, the
pride of  the community. This
is the week for Jay County. It’s
really neat to see everybody
out here having a good time
and being with their friends
and family.”

In the fall, Khayyata will
head to Ball State University to
pursue a degree in sports
administration. He hopes to
become an athletics director at
the collegiate level.

While he’s at BSU, he wants
to continue to be involved in
the fair.

“As long as they’ll have me,
I’ll be here,” he said. “I appre-
ciate the fair board taking a
chance on me. I’m glad they
trusted me to do that. I’m glad
they had that faith in me.”

Intern ...

Jay County Fair
sponsorship intern Kaden
Khayyata reviews some of
his photos during the baby
contest Saturday morning at
the Farmer’s Building. In his
intern role, Khayyata helped
to secure sponsors for the
fair and this week is acting
as a junior fair board
member.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Shows,
straw
races
and a
derby

It was a busy opening
weekend of the Jay County
Fair with 4-H livestock
shows, a demolition derby,
figure 8 racing, straw
racing and a variety of
other activities.

Pictured, clockwise
from upper right:

Wyatt Alley focuses on
the judge while
participating in Monday
morning’s swine show in
the Show Arena.

Miss Jay County Fair
Queen Pageant first
runner-up Inara Sanderson
sets a bundle of straw
down onto the platform in
the second half of the
straw race at the
grandstand on Sunday as
the Jay County Fair court
competed as a team.

Smoke pours from a
pair of vehicles during the
opening demolition derby
Saturday evening at the
grandstand.

Chloe Homan, 10,
leads her dog, Lucy,
through the agility course
during the dog show
Saturday in the Show
Arena.

Allison Tipton holds her
rabbit during the
showmanship portion of
the rabbit show Saturday
afternoon at the East
Arena.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 8 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, July 9, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.



The Commercial Review
Tuesday, July 9, 2024 Sports Page 9

AUCTION REAL
ESTATE/PERSONAL

PROPERTY
LOCATED: 2995 W 850

N, Bryant, IN 
Saturday, July 20th,

2024 
Personal Property  9am

& 
Real Estate 11am
OPEN HOUSE 

BY APPOINTMENT
2 Farms

59+/-Acres+/-to be sold
in 6 parcels 

or any Combination
Tract 1-2300 sq. ft.
home sitting on 12+/-
acres, 40x100  Pole

Barn w/stalls, workshop,
24x40 barn adjacent to
home used as summer
kitchen, pasture lots and

more.
Tract 2,3,4-10 Acres +/-
mixed wooded and pas-
ture ground on each.
Tract 5-3692 sq. ft. 6
bedroom home and

30x40 horse barn on 8
acres.  

Tract 6- 5 acres of bare
ground adjacent to tract
5 suitable for farming,
pasture or building.
Henry & Esther

Schwartz
Owners

Town & Country
Auctioneers/Realtors

260-724-8899
Visit our website at:

www.town-countryauc-
tions.com

Corbin Bultemeier 
AU19500269
Jerry Hurst
AU11900031
Gary Shaw 
AU01003164
Randy Mailloux 

AU01031836
Auction Zip: 8080

HiBid https://town-coun-
tryauctions.hibid.com

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
July 15th, 2024.  
KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR
190 FARMERS

COLUMN
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA

JAY COUNTY, SS: IN THE
JAY CIRCUIT COURT
38C01-2406-EU-000017

IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ADMINIS-
TRATION OF THE ESTATE

OF
FREDERIC NEIL MEDLER,

Deceased
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
In the Matter of the Estate of

Frederic Neil Medler, 
deceased.

Notice is hereby given that
Michael M. Medler was, on the 6
day of June, 2024, appointed
personal representative of the
Estate of Frederic Neil Medler,
deceased, who died on the 11th
day of February, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
7th day of June, 2024.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court

James S. Forcum (6917-05)
FORCUM LAW OFFICE

300 South Jefferson Street
Post Office Box 430

Hartford City, Indiana 47348
765-348-1858

CR 7-2,9-2024 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The Town of Bryant is accepting
proposals for trash removal.
Proposals should be sent to the
town no later than July 22, 2024
by noon.
Proposals with be opened on
July 22, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the
regular town council meeting
held at the Town Hall located at
107 E. Main St. Bryant, IN 47326
The proposal should include
the following:

1. Cost per unit
2. Cost per month
3. Cost per year
4. Proposal will be based on
150 households for a period
of 36 months.
5. Should the number of
households fluctuate by five
or more units within a three
month period the
monthly rate will be adjusted
accordingly.
6. The proposal will include
one 96-gallon trash tote to be
picked up at curbside.
7. Households may request
additional trash totes at an
additional cost per month
and billed to them by
the trash company.
8. Town clean-up in the
Spring and Fall: curbside
heavy pick-up on Saturday to
be determined by the
town at no extra charge.
9. Small dumpster provided
at the Town Hall and three
trash totes at the Bryant park
at no extra charge.
10. No fuel charge is to be
charged for the duration of
the contract.
11. Proposal should also con-
tain a list of items not al-
lowed to be put in the totes.

Thank You.
Gregg Ellenberger
Council President

Town of Bryant
260-251-1070

CR 7-9-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY ZONTNG

ADMTNISTRATION
JAY COUNTY BOARD OF

ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT: Pyramid Network Ser-
vices LLC, Covington, KY along
with property owner EJB
Farms, Ft Loramie, OH, have
filed with the Jay County
Board of Zoning Appeals peti-
tion #SpExc2024-06-03 re-
questing a Special Exception
and petition #Var2024-06-03 re-
questing a Variance to the zon-
ing regulations, to wit:

Parcel ID: 
38-10-14- 100-004.000-024
Location: 3xxx W 550 S, Port-
land, IN, on the north side,
Jefferson Township, Section
14

Action Requested: APC Tow-
ers is requesting Special Ex-
ception Use approval for the
construction of a telecommu-
nication tower on said prop-
erty along with a Variance re-
quest for the height of the tow-
er.
A public hearing will be held
by said Board on July 18,2024 at
6:00 pm at the Community Re-
source Center, 118 S Meridian
Street, Portland, Indiana. At
that time, all interested per-
sons will be given the oppor-
tunity to be heard in refer-
ence to matters set out in the
petitions. The petitions and
files on these matters are avail-
able for public inspection at
the Jay/Portland Building &
Planning Department, 118 S
Meridian Street Ste E, Port-
land, Indiana 47371.
If unable to attend the meeting,
the Department will accept
letters from the public prior to
the meeting date. Letters may
be sent or taken to the Jay/Port-
land Building Department.
Jay County Board of Zoning

Appeals
John Hemmelgarn

Zoning Administrator/Direc-
tor

June 27,2024
CR 7-9-2024-HSPAXLP
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The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Portland Rockets at Fort Wayne Jackers – 7:15

p.m.

Thursday
Portland Rockets vs. Muncie Chiefs – 7 p.m.

TV sports
Today

8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro 2024 Semifinal –

France vs. Spain (FOX)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake City Sum-

mer League: Memphis Grizzlies vs. Philadelphia
76ers (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Colorado
Rockies at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America – Canada vs.

Argentina (FS1)
9 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake City Sum-

mer League: Oklahoma City Thunder vs. Utah Jazz
(ESPN2)

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN2)
8:30 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro 2024 Semifinal –

Netherlands vs. England (FOX)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball California Classic

Summer League: Miami Heat vs. Los Angeles
Lakers (ESPN2)

7:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Los
Angeles Dodgers at Philadelphia Phillies (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Colorado
Rockies at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America – Colombia
vs. Uruguay (FS1)

9 p.m. — NBA basketball Salt Lake City Sum-

mer League: Philadelphia 76ers vs. Utah Jazz
(ESPN2)

Local notes
Classic set

The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf
Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Val-
ley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

Soccer camp announced
The Jay County High School boys and girls soc-

cer teams will hold a youth soccer camp July 29
through 31.

The camp is for kids going into first grade up to
eighth grade. It will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at
the old soccer field behind the baseball diamond.

Admission is $30 per child and each additional
child from the same household will cost only $20.

To sign up visit https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For
more information, email
klmuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us or
rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school front
office by July 12th.

Meet booked
The Jay County Chamber Classic golf outing is

set for Friday, July 19, at Portland Golf Club.
The deadline to register is July 10, and it’s limit-

ed to 20 teams. Awards of $400, $200 and $100
will be given out to first, second and third place,

respectively.
Golf will begin with a shotgun start at 10 a.m.
To register, email tabby@jaycountychamber.com.
For more information call (260) 726-4481.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association of

Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tournament is
set to take place on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m., with a
shotgun start to follow at 12:15 p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry form
call (937) 548-9960 or email director@cadcin-
fo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 10
The fence just feet away from

the track along Columbus
Drive was completely lined by
fans long before the race’s
start.

Marie Rushing, 35, claimed a
spot there ahead of  her first
NASCAR race. The Oak Lawn
resident scored tickets at racer
Bubba Wallace’s “block party”
event Friday in Douglass Park,
she said.

Her 3-year-old son, Kenzo,
played with a toy car on her
lawn chair as she waited for
her husband to return with
earplugs. Behind her, a few
thousand fans listened as Aus-
tralian country music star
Keith Urban performed to a
mostly empty field.

“I’m really excited to see how
fast the cars are, up close and
personal. And to see the excite-
ment on my son’s face,” she
said.

Earlier in the day, Joliet resi-
dent Dawn Firlit said she took
the train alone into the city as
she walked through the open-
to-the-public “NASCAR vil-
lage” in Butler Field.

Firlit has seen plenty of  big
races, including the Indy 500
and Daytona 500, but Chicago’s
contest, in only its second year,
already has a special place in
her heart.

“You can’t beat the race in
Chicago,” Firlit said. “It’s a
road course — it’s so different.
I’ve just been taking pictures
of  everything — the skyline,
the cars.”

Dean Rottman, 13, who lives
near O’Hare International Air-
port, convinced his parents to
bring him to the race last year.
Despite the weather, “it was a
blast,” the racing-obsessed teen
said, listing the kinds of  tires
race cars use in the rain. His
parents say he’s an encyclope-

dia of  NASCAR knowledge.
Rottman’s parents are not

NASCAR fans, but they’ve
attended two years in a row to
support their son and have got-
ten hooked on the sport.

“I wasn’t sure if  it was just a
passing fad,” said his mother,
Jill Rottman. “It turns out he’s
a legitimate fan. So, what he’s
interested in, now I’m gonna be
interested in.”

Now, she’s rooting for Cup
Series leader Kyle Larson,
although her son is a Chase
Elliot fan.

“That’s what adds a little
spice to the family,” she added.

Larson won the pole for the
Cup Series race Saturday, earn-
ing him Sunday afternoon’s
starting spot.

As the race began, Mayor
Brandon Johnson came out to
cheers and jeers.

“Enjoy Chicago, enjoy the
weather, enjoy the food,” John-

son said to the crowd moments
before the rain began.

Johnson quickly changed out
of  a long-sleeve shirt into a full
driver-style fire suit to ride in a
pace car at the start.

The big race wasn’t the only
thing drawing visitors to down-
town Chicago. As fans checked
the sport’s stars, some visitors
took a pit stop to get a look at
other, unrelated big names —
like Claude Monet, Grant Wood
and Georgia O’Keeffe. It was
business as usual inside the Art
Institute of  Chicago.

Museum visits rose 20% this
year for the race weekend, an
Art Institute spokesperson said.
In the Impressionist galleries,
crowds lingered by Georges Seu-
rat’s “A Sunday on La Grande
Jatte.” Visitors appeared undis-
turbed by the commotion of  the
race, while outside the museum,
NASCAR fans filed by, a few
stopping in the Art Institute’s

lobby to take a break from the
heat.

The Sunday race marked an
important test for both NASCAR
and Chicago. When the skies
finally cleared for the Cup Series
race last year, 4.8 million viewers
tuned in to see cars zip below the
city’s skyline as the sun set.

The race, NASCAR’s first on
city streets, was widely hailed by
fans as a thrilling change-up and
became NBC’s most-viewed
NASCAR race in six years. The
city agreed to host the race a sec-
ond year despite pushback from
nearby businesses and Loop resi-
dents who decried street clo-
sures, blocked park space and
noise.

NASCAR chipped in $2 million
to help pay for expensive police
overtime needed to run the race
and cut six days of  street clo-
sures. The city and racing
authority have the option to host
the race for another year.

Rain ...

Tourney
winner

After finishing as
the runner-up in the regular
season, PG14 won the
Portland Junior League Willie
Mays baseball tournament.
They beat regular-season
champion Display Craft to
take the championship
game.

Photo provided



The Rockets made it to
the championship game.
They even secured a win
to force a second game to
determine the winner of
the tournament.

They just couldn’t stop
the Royals from having a
pair of  big innings.

The Portland Rockets
went 3-2 over the week-
end to finish as the run-
ners-up to the South
Bend Royals in the 2024
Portland Firecracker
Classic at Runkle-Miller
Field.

The Rockets opened the
tournament with a 10-0
victory over the Spring
Armadillos in five
innings on Friday night.
Saturday began with a 13-
5 defeat at the hands of
the Royals in the top
semifinal game before
Portland’s 11-3 victory
over the Indy Orioles to
secure a rematch with the
Royals in the champi-
onship.

The Rockets beat South
Bend 10-7 on Sunday to
force a second champi-
onship game because of
double-elimination rules,
only to fall 12-6.

Jared Holley struggled
through the first 2 ⅓
innings on the mound of
the final game, giving up
six earned runs on six
hits and three walks. A
walk and a home run
scored two in the second
inning before a single, a
walk and another home
run plated three in the
third. Another run came
around to score on a one-
out single in the third
inning.

A pair of  doubles and
singles pulled the Rockets
(13-14) within a run of  the
Royals, before the game

got put out of  reach via a
four-run sixth inning.

The only other Rockets
loss also came at the hand
of  the Royals. In the semi-
final game, South Bend
scored a seven-run inning
thanks to a bases-loaded
walk, a hit-by-pitch, a sin-
gle and a bases-clearing
triple. Garrison Brege
suffered the loss.

Portland had a seven-
run inning of  its own on
Friday to walk off  the
Armadillos in the fifth
inning. Back-to-back-to-
back singles by Cade
Meade, Gavin Gleason
and Brege pushed the
first three runs across.
Kenny Bailey doubled to
right field to add a fourth
run before Peyton Smith
ended the game with a
three-run single. Mitch
Waters secured the win
without giving up a run.

Kade Muth provided a
lift for the Rockets in the
win over the Orioles. His
first contribution came in
the fifth inning by hitting
a three-run home run.
Muth was also the fourth
straight batter to walk in
the sixth inning, forcing
the game to end by mercy
rule. Camden La Fuze
went the distance on the
mound with only two
earned runs.

A hot start gave the
Rockets the victory in the
first championship game
as they scored two runs
in the first inning, three
in the second and five in
the third.

Muth again provided a
lot of  offense for Port-
land. He opened the game
with a leadoff  home run
and plated two runs on a
single in the third to help
secure the lead.
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The Rockets travel
to Fort Wayne today,
see Sports on tap

Get your local
sports news online

at thecr.com

Rockets fall in championship to Royals

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Nick Bailey slings in a pitch during the Portland Rockets’ 13-5 loss to the South Bend
Royals in the Portland Firecracker Classic semifinal at Runkle-Miller Field on Saturday. The Rockets
made their way to the championship game against the Royals on Sunday, taking the first game 10-
7 before falling 12-6.

By JAKE SHERIDAN AND
MOLLY MORROW
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

CHICAGO — Fans —
and once again, rain —
flooded downtown Chica-
go Sunday for the
NASCAR Chicago Street
Race weekend’s main
event, the Grant Park 165.

Thousands watched as
race cars roared by on the
city streets between
lengthy delays caused by
intermittent downpours.
Rain fell hard as the race’s
start was delayed half  an
hour and picked up again
early into the competition,
bringing out the caution
flags, slip-ups and pon-
chos.

Many fans left Grant
Park as the race came to
an early, temporary halt.

Berwyn resident José
Fernando, a towel cover-
ing his head, was among
the soaked crowd mem-
bers heading for the exit.
The dry Saturday under-
card race was “awesome,”
the 25-year-old new racing
fan said. But he didn’t
want to stick around in
the gloomy, wet condi-
tions.

“I’m not trying to expe-
rience that from last year,”
Fernando said at his sec-
ond, rainy NASCAR race.
“Hopefully, it turns out
better next year. I really
had high hopes for this.”

But lots of  fans stuck
around until the race
started up again around
7:20 p.m.

Michael Wilson and his
family, all of  whom were
clad in rain ponchos as
they stood under an
awning, had come pre-
pared.

“Anytime it says sunny,
bring your poncho,” Wil-
son laughed. He and his
family came out to
NASCAR as casual fans
and planned to wait out

the rain as long as they
could.

Esha Patel, 35, and her
husband, Rick Patel, 36,
who live in the West Loop,
also hid out under the
same awning. The couple
withstood the heat of  the
early afternoon and then
hunkered down for the
downpours.

They made the decision
to get tickets for the race
this morning, having
checked the forecast for
rain.

“Rain or shine, he loves
it,” Esha Patel said about
her husband. “As long as
he’s here, I’m here,” she
said.

The stands emptied just
minutes after former
Chicago Bear Matt Forte
and race grand marshal
shouted for drivers to
“start their engines.”
Viewers grumbled as they
found cover, some recall-
ing the torrential down-
pours that hit the 2023
race. But the fans
returned moments later
after most teams put rain
tires on their cars.

NASCAR officials
declined to comment on
whether the race was
affected by an incident
involving a pro-Palestin-
ian protester who climbed
a fence and handcuffed
himself  to it before first
responders took him
down.

Driver Shane van Gis-
bergen, who won the inau-
gural Grant Park race last
year and the undercard
Xfinity Series race Satur-
day, took the lead early in
the race. He radioed in
early to complain about
the conditions as water
puddled on the road and
mist sprayed behind cars.

“We can hardly drive
here,” van Gisbergen told
his pit crew. “It’s nearly
undrivable.”

Moments later, van Gis-

bergen’s car was struck by
another driver. The crash
wrecked van Gisbergen’s
car and took the favorite
out of  the race well before
the halfway mark. Shortly
afterward, race officials
stopped the competition to
get standing water off  the
track.

A massive crowd
camped out at the corner
of  Balbo Drive and Colum-
bus Drive during the wet
start. Their lawn chairs, as
close to the fence just a few
feet away from the track as
possible, were abandoned.

But most fans were
undeterred. The rain was-
n’t as bad as last year’s,
said Marshall Velasco, of
Logan Square. Velasco sat
under a tree on Columbus
nonplussed and said he
planned to stick it out.

“I wasn’t watching the
weather close enough, so I
didn’t bring any ponchos,”
he said.

The 71-year-old said this
is his second year coming
with his brother and son,
and they’ve made it a tra-
dition.

“I like the smell of  the
fuel,” Velasco said, laugh-
ing. “I used to work at the
airport.”

Thousands of  fans con-
tinued to brave the weath-
er as the smell of  rain and
burnt rubber fell over
downtown Chicago. They
held onto the spots they
staked out along the 2.2-
mile, 12-turn track built
atop Michigan Avenue,
Columbus and DuSable
Lake Shore Drive.

Last year, many of  the
weekend’s concerts and
sideshows were canceled
amid torrential rain. But
the event got off  to a
smoother start Sunday
amid sunny, warm weath-
er before the conditions
took their dark, wet turn
during the main event.

See Rain page 9

Rain spoils Grant
Park 165 for
second year in a row


