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Evelyn Cronkhite, 92,
Albany

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  77 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 64.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
40% chance of  rain with
storms possible and a low in
the mid 60s. Skies will be most-
ly sunny Saturday with a high
in the mid 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Today
3 p.m. — Back a 4-Her

networking driver in the Schmit
Exhibition Hall

5 p.m. — George Jones tribute
in the Farmer’s Building

8 p.m. — Flo Rida concert at
the grandstand

Saturday
1 p.m. — Jay County Civic

Theatre concert in the Farmer’s
Building

5 p.m. — A Touch of  Mexico in
the Farmer’s Building

5 p.m. — Demolition derby at
the grandstand

Deaths Weather At the fair

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Scooter smile
Jorge Valdez, 13, laughs as he crashes into friends Wednesday on Scooter, the bumper car ride on the midway at the Jay County Fair. The

4-H portion of the fair concludes today with the awards ceremony and auction at 10 a.m. in the Show Arena and the Back a 4-Her event in the Bob
Schmit Memorial Exhibition Hall at 3 p.m. Rides at the fair will be open beginning at 5 p.m. tonight and noon Saturday. Tonight’s grandstand event at
the fair is the Flo Rida concert at 8 p.m., with a demolition derby to follow at 5 p.m. Saturday to finish off the week. For more photos, see page 5.

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana agriculture and con-
servation leaders are urging
U.S. Congress members to pass a
new federal farm bill by the end
of  the year.

For Indiana — the seventh-
largest agricultural exporter
and ninth-largest farming state
in the U.S. — the legislation
could have wide ranging
impacts. While many of  the
policies will impact the state’s
94,000 farmers, the farm bill can
also influence food supply, con-

servation efforts and food-assis-
tance benefits for Hoosiers. 

Congress usually reautho-
rizes a federal farm bill every
five years. The current farm
bill, which former President

Donald Trump signed in Decem-
ber 2018, was supposed to expire
in 2023, but was
extended through Sept. 30, 2024.
The legislation funds programs
in 12 different areas including

crop insurance, nutrition and
rural development. 

However partisan division has
delayed the bill process, which is
nearly a year behind schedule.

Brantley Seifers, national
affairs director for the Indiana
Farm Bureau (INFB), said his
organization’s main concern
with the bill is making sure it
gets approved this year.

“We’ve put a lot of  work into
this farm bill. Our members
have been advocating for this
farm bill for the better part of
two years now,” Seifers told the
Indiana Capital Chronicle.

“Making sure it gets done in this
Congress and we don’t settle
with a further extension is going
to be very important.” 

If  Congress does not pass the
federal farm bill by September,
operations for some programs
will stop completely or receive
significantly less funding. How-
ever, some programs supported
by the bill — including Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) and federal
crop insurance — can still be
funded by government appropri-
ations. 

See Farm page 2

State ag leaders focus on farm bill impact

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Family and community.
Those were the common

themes Wednesday afternoon
as the Cincinnatus League of
Jay County honored inductees
during its Hall of  Fame cere-
mony at the Jay County Fair.

This year’s group of  new
Hall of  Famers, honored for
their lifetime of  service, fea-
tured Florine Golden, Anita
Hall, Butch Micheau, Rose
Snow, Bob Lyons and Connie
Retter.

“These six individuals we
are honoring today have
strongly contributed to the
social capital of  Jay County,”
said Cincinnatus League of
Jay County acting president
Drew Houck. “But each of
them will tell you they didn’t
set out to promote social capi-
tal. In fact, the term had not
even been coined when they
began volunteering. They did-
n’t set out to win awards. And
they also certainly didn’t think
they were doing anything spe-

cial. … They saw a place where
they could help and they
stepped up. …

“We want to say thank you
for all you’ve done for the peo-
ple in this community and we
would like to use you as an
example of  the wonderful
things that can be accom-
plished by everyday individu-
als who get involved.”

The Cincinnatus Hall of
Fame honors those 65 or older
who have made a significant
impact volunteering in the Jay
County Community.

A lifelong Jay County resi-
dent, Hall grew up working in

her father’s grocery story,
assisted under three Portland
mayors and worked at Maitlen
Motors. She was a longtime
member of  the Jay County
Hospital Auxiliary and has
been involved with Psi Iota Xi
sorority since 1950. At 92, she
still volunteers for the Asbury
Food Giveaway.

Golden, a retired teacher for
Jay School Corporation, was
honored for her years of  volun-
teering that started when she
taught Sunday School and was
involved in other activities at
the age of  14.

See Honorees page 5

Honorees highlight community, family

Partisan division has legislation
nearly a year behind schedule

Six inducted into
Jay County Hall of Fame
for Lifetime of Service

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Inductee Rose Snow (right) laughs with
Madelyn Strausburg during Wednesday’s Cincinnatus
League of Jay County Hall of Fame for a Lifetime of
Service induction ceremony in the Farmer’s Building
during the Jay County Fair.
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Continued from page 1
Dan Boritt, executive director for

the Indiana Wildlife Federation, also
emphasized the importance of  pass-
ing the legislation in 2024. 

“If  we aren’t able to come to an
agreement on a farm bill, it would be
catastrophic for conservation in the
state of  Indiana, and the entire coun-
try, frankly,” he said. “Agriculture is
a really, really, really difficult indus-
try to be financially successful in
and these dollars allow (farmers) to
take those risks, to do good things on
the land that benefit all of  us.” 

Safety nets for farmers
The proposed House bill increases

funding for specialty crops research,
expands eligibility for disaster assis-
tance, broadens safety net programs
for farmers and encourages farmers
to sell their products abroad, among
other programs. 

Seifers said he views the 2018
Farm Bill as a strong piece of  legis-
lation, which just needs tweaking.
He said many of  the INFB’s priori-
ties were included in the House’s ver-
sion of  the bill. 

“We’re not looking for huge
changes in that farm bill, but we are
looking for updates to that farm
bill,” Seifers said. “”You look at some
portions of  the bill that haven’t been
updated in a number of  years, like
the market access program and for-
eign market development program,
both of  those are still stagnant at 20
year levels.” 

Part of  the $1.5 trillion bill would
support safety net programs and
crop insurance for farmers. Seifers

said Indiana farmers can recover
from flooding and other disasters
with this funding. 

“If  you go to a bank for a loan on
the farm, their first question is going
to be ‘what’s your crop insurance,’”
Seifers said. “Having that in place
and having that be strong for our
members, and flexible, is going to
allow them to keep working.” 

Steve Howell, senior director of
industry affairs for the Indiana Soy-
bean Alliance and Indiana Corn
Growers Association, supports these
insurance programs. He said that
many Indiana soybean and corn
farmers are projecting lower prices
for their crops, so the extra support
is important.

“Not that it’s all gloom and doom,
but that is a reality that we’re facing,
and that’s one reason we’ve been
advocating to get a farm bill passed
with additional safety net provisions
or enhanced safety net provisions for
our farmers,” Howell told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle.

As part of  the bill’s Price Loss Cov-
erage and Agriculture Risk Cover-
age programs, farmers can receive
financial support during periods of
low market prices. Essentially, farm-
ers can receive payments to augment
lost revenue if  the market prices of
their commodities drop below refer-
ence prices set by the farm bill. The
House’s farm bill increases the statu-
tory reference price for corn from
$3.70 per bushel to $4.10, and for soy-
beans from $8.40 to $10. 

“The combination of  declining
prices with increasing costs has cre-
ated a profitability environment

where farmers are experiencing
very tight, or negative, returns over
production costs,” Davis said.
“Farmers protect revenue risk by
purchasing crop insurance.”

Conservation funding 
The House version of  the bill

would also remove “climate side-
boards” for conservation projects
funded by the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA) dollars. Under the new bill,
agencies could use these dollars to
support conservation efforts that
aren’t grounded in combating cli-
mate change. It would also reallocate
all unobligated IRA funding to estab-
lished, locally-led conservation pro-
grams, and invests IRA dollars to
create several new conservation pro-
grams.

Boritt said the lack of  these cli-
mate-oriented requirements should
not stop the bill from passing. He
said the Indiana Wildlife Federa-
tion’s top priority for the farm bill
was to get permanent baseline fund-
ing for conservation efforts. While
the House bill removed the climate
requirements, it does permanently
move IRA funding to these conserva-
tion efforts.  

“I fully acknowledge that there are
concerns about the lack of  climate
sideboards, but the billions of  dol-
lars that have been brought into the
baseline of  the Farm Bill, I think are
a huge, huge win for Indiana,” Boritt
said. 

••••••••••
The story was edited for length. For

the full version, visit indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Evelyn M. Cronkhite,
Albany, Sept. 9, 1931-July
10, 2024. Private funeral
services are scheduled for
Saturday.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Lost control
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after a Muncie man
crashed his truck into the
back of  an Orestes man’s
truck along Indiana 67
about 5:20 p.m. Wednesday.

Gerald D. Neff, 71, was
driving his 2008 Ford F-150
northeast on the highway
near county road 800 South
when he slowed down,
according to a report from
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office. The 2012 Dodge
Ram behind him, driven by
38-year-old Darryal E.
Hawkins, crashed into
him.

Capsule
Reports

Get your
local news

online
by visiting
thecr.com

By ALBERTO NARDELLIA,
JENNIFER JACOBS
and DARYNA
KRASNOLUTSKA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Kyiv wants to convene a
second meeting to achieve a
fair peace settlement in
Ukraine before the U.S.
elections in November, this
time with Russia attending,
according to people famil-
iar with the matter.

The plan follows the first
summit that took place
in Switzerland last month
and included representa-
tives from more than 90
countries. Russia was not
invited, several states sent
lower-level delegations and

Ukraine’s bid to win over
key nations from the Global
South faltered as some
declined to sign on to a final
statement.

Many of  those countries
— as well as China which
didn’t join the Swiss meet-
ing — have long argued
that Moscow should be part
of  the talks. Beijing has put
forward its own proposals
with Brazil to bring about
an end to Russia’s war
on Ukraine.

The push for the meeting
before the  U.S. elections
points to a sense of  urgency
on the part of  Ukraine as it
faces the prospect of  Don-
ald Trump returning to the
White House. 

Ukraine seeks
to hold summit

Farm ...

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Former State Rep. Sean
Eberhart (R-Shelbyville) on
Wednesday was sentenced to
one year and one day in feder-
al prison for his role in a five-
year-old gambling corruption
case.

“I have to think it was sim-
ply a matter of  greed,” U.S.
District Judge Matthew
Brookman told Eberhart from
a sun-drenched, white-walled

room in the federal court-
house located in Indianapolis.

Eberhart, now 53, had “plenty
of ” assets, the judge said,
adding: “But you wanted more.”

Eberhart pleaded guilty to
one count of  conspiracy to com-
mit honest services fraud stem-
ming from the 2019 legislative
session.

He accepted a lucrative job
opportunity — worth at least
$350,000, plus an equity stake —
with gambling company Specta-
cle Entertainment in exchange

for his support of  a bill allow-
ing the transfer of  casino
licenses to areas beneficial to
Spectacle. A yet-unidentified
owner at Spectacle made the
offer.

Eberhart advocated to allow
the license transfers from lake-
side areas to inland locations,
and pushed to lower the trans-
fer fee from $100 million to $20
million. The approved legisla-
tion also included beneficial tax
incentives for Spectacle.

“I am truly, deeply sorry for

what I did,” he said. “… I apolo-
gize to anyone that’s been
harmed or disappointed (by)
my actions.”

Eberhart wasn’t taken into
custody Wednesday. The judge
told him to keep in touch with
counsel for his surrender date
and location.

The government, represented
by Bradley Paul Shepard of  the
U.S. Attorney’s Office, asked for
a sentence of  12 months in
prison. Shepard said “even” 10
months would suffice.

Former Rep. gets one year

Lotteries

CR almanac

86/69 87/73 90/74 90/69 83/61
Skies will

be sunny with
a high in the
mid 80s.
Slight chance
of rain.

Wednes-
day looks to
be mostly
cloudy, with a
chance of
rain through-
out the day.

The fore-
cast calls for
a chance of
showers and
storms with
a high of 90.

Expect a
high of 87
degrees under
mostly sunny
skies. There is
a 20% chance
of rain and
storms.

The high
will climb into
the 90s under
sunny skies.
There is a
slight chance
of rain.

Saturday
7/13

Sunday
7/14

Monday
7/15

Tuesday
7/16

Wednesday
7/17

Powerball
7-11-12-27-46
Power Ball: 26
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $54

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$203 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-3-1
Daily Four: 5-7-4-4
Quick Draw: 3-11-17-

20-21-26-28-38-39-40-42-44-
49-50-51-57-66-71-74-78

Evening
Daily Three: 8-1-4

Daily Four: 6-8-0-1
Quick Draw: 2-10-13-

22-25-32-36-39-40-41-43-44-
49-53-54-71-72-76-77-80

Cash 5: 5-7-18-20-35
Estimated jackpot:

$105,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-9-9
Pick 4: 6-0-2-3
Pick 5: 9-9-9-9-5
Evening
Pick 3: 4-5-2
Pick 4: 9-7-8-5
Pick 5: 3-3-1-1-1
Rolling Cash: 4-10-13-

24-29
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.86
Aug. corn ................3.88
Wheat ......................5.02

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.97
Aug. corn ................3.97
Sept. corn ................3.84

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.79
July corn..................3.85
Beans ......................11.25

July beans ..............10.19
Wheat ...................... 5.27

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.74
July corn..................3.75
Beans ......................11.27
July beans ..............10.92
Wheat ......................5.27

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.82
Aug. corn ................3.82
Beans ......................11.04
July beans ..............10.89
Wheat ......................5.02

In 1543, King Henry
VIII of  England married
Catherine Parr, who was
his sixth and final wife.
He had two of  his previ-
ous wives beheaded and
divorced two while the
other died in childbirth.

In 1817, writer, natu-
ralist and philosopher
Henry David Thoreau
was born in Concord,
Massachusetts. He grad-
uated from Harvard Uni-
versity and lived in a
cabin on Walden Pond
with limited possessions
and outside contact,
chronicling his experi-
ences in “Walden.”

In 2017, the Cincinna-

tus League honored Paul
and Helen Martin, Lee
Newman, Judy Zear-
baugh and Bob Vance
with Lifetime of  Service
awards during a ceremo-
ny at the Jay County Fair.

In 2021, Jay County
Commissioners
approved road use and
decommissioning agree-
ments with Leeward
Renewable Energy for its
proposed Rose Gold Solar
facility north of
Dunkirk. The $150 mil-
lion, 150-megawatt facili-
ty was planned to be
operational sometime in
2024.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Corporation, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5 p.m. — Portland Eco-
nomic Development
Income Tax Advisory
Committee, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St. 

Tuesday
10 a.m. — Dunkirk

Police Pension Board,
city building, 131 S. Main
St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery

support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-
nity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-

cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Summer reading
Fort Recovery Public Library’s summer

reading program, “Adventure Begins At Your
Library,” included a writing workshop recently
led by former Fort Recovery teacher Lucy
Staugler. 

Pictured at top left, front row, are River
Overman, Addie Jutte, Leo Stachler and
Staugler, and back row, Madison Rammel, Ally
Roessner, Tripp Krieg and Cheryl Abels-Pease. 

At bottom left, front row, are Audrey
Adams, Rachel Fortkamp, Danielle Schulze,
Lauren Hart. and Ella Will. In the back row are
Staugler, Cheryl Abels-Pease, Joe Bruns,
Catherine Bruns, Brynn Lehman, Olivia
Huelsman and Madison Rammel.

DEAR ABBY: I recently
watched a video of  the founder
of  Overeaters Anonymous,
Rozanne S., telling the story of
founding the program and her
own struggles with food. In it,
she mentioned that your mother
had been instrumental in get-
ting OA information out to the
public and was responsible for
its growth. 

Abby, OA saved my life, and
I’m grateful to Rozanne and to
your mother. After 39 years in
the program, I have released 120
pounds from my top weight. I’m
now at a healthy weight and
have been for most of  39 years.
Beyond the weight loss, I have
sanity, freedom and healthy
relationships in my life. I came
in only to lose weight, but the
clarity I derived from working
the 12 steps is the most impor-

tant thing I have ever done in
my life. 

I’m glad I didn’t have to rely
on a drug to help me lose weight,
and I found that working on
what’s inside helped to make the
outside a normal weight. My
only regret is that more people
aren’t aware of  the program and
still believe the solution is to
“just lose the weight.”

In the introduction to my
first OA book, it said, “Thin
will not make you well, but well

will make you thin.” Today, I
love myself  as I am — some-
thing I never thought would be
possible. — JOE A. IN HOUS-
TON, TX

DEAR JOE: Thank you for
your sweet letter. I remember
my mother’s interest in
Overeaters Anonymous and
her respect for its founder. I
once had the pleasure of
meeting Rozanne, a lovely
woman, as well. As I’m sure
most of  us know, people have
been known to eat for rea-
sons that have nothing to do
with physical hunger. 

The introduction of  weight
loss drugs has hit like a tidal
wave and, for some, it has
been like a miracle (so far).
However, for those wanting a
more conservative approach,
or who cannot tolerate the

side effects of  these drugs or
afford the cost, Overeaters
Anonymous may provide a
successful path to weight
loss. 

There are more than 6,500
OA meetings worldwide, in 77
countries. This includes 2,500
virtual meetings taking place
almost any time of  the day
from other locations around
the world. Readers, if  you’re
interested, you will find more
information about
Overeaters Anonymous at
OA.org. Like any 12-step pro-
gram, there’s no membership
fee, but donations are wel-
come. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My parents are

in their 70s. They live in a retire-
ment community. As they have
gotten older, they have become

more private. They no longer
want their children or grand-
kids around. Recently, I received
a call telling me that they would
not be answering phone calls
anymore. I have stopped by their
house, but they do not answer
the door. What little relation-
ship I had with them no longer
exists. Advice? — WANTING TO
CONNECT

DEAR WANTING: You can-
not force your parents into
unwelcome contact. If  you
are concerned about their
welfare, contact the police
and ask them to do a wellness
check because their behavior
has changed. However, if
everything checks out, you
will have to accept that this is
what your parents want and
abide by their choice, as diffi-
cult as that may be. 

Photos provided

Overeaters Anonymous saved man’s life
Dear
Abby
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Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

We make no health claims for
the new $5 deal at McDonald’s:
A McDouble cheeseburger or a
McChicken sandwich, four
chicken nuggets, french fries
and a small soda. We’d say that
if  you are having a cheeseburg-
er and fries, the addition of
fried McNuggets are, well, a
tad extra, as the kids say. Which
is not to say we have not par-
taken of  the opportunity. We
certainly have, nuggets and all.

But we will say this: It is a
very good deal for cash-
strapped families in a world
where fast-food prices have shot
up over the last couple of  years,

not just because the cost of
ingredients and labor were ris-
ing precipitously, but because
restaurants and other business-
es could do so as prices for
other goods were going up and
they felt like they had cover.
Families found themselves
shelling out well upwards of
$50 to feed four at fast-food
joints that used to be cheap.

But, hosanna, the market
reasserted itself  without any
government mandates or inter-
ventions. Customers stopped
buying expensive menu items,
and McDonald’s reacted.
They’re not the only chains to
do so. There are comparable
deals at competing restaurant
chains like Taco Bell, Burger
King and even Starbucks,
which now is offering a tall iced
or hot coffee paired with a fair-
to-middling butter croissant for
that same 5 greenbacks.
Enough to pay, we’d argue, but
Starbucks customers have been
paying a whole lot more of  late
for their caffeine and pastries.

One of  the peculiarities of

today’s wild, income-discrimi-
nating pricing mechanisms is
that shopping around doesn’t
so much mean going across the
street as picking a different
section of  the same drive-
through menu: rich folks this
side, please, where there is lots
of  profit, and the shamelessly
cost-conscious please look over
here without the pretty pic-
tures. There to the side, per-
haps a little less of  pretty
much the same food comes at a
far, far better price.

Morningstar mused recently
that the profit margin for most
McDonald’s franchisees on
that $5 deal probably was only
about a quarter, although if

you sell enough of  them, a 5%
margin is not nothing. And it
shows you how much money is
being made on those combos
that reach $15 or even more:
Sandwiches have high food
costs, but fries and drinks
don’t cost but a tiny fraction of
the purchase price.

We already knew where to
look on the menu: McDonald’s
already had a buy one, get one
for $1 deal going in
Chicagoland. But the new $5
deal, which is spreading all
over the land of  freeway exits
and state route whatevers, is
yet better.

It’s a really nice break for
families: occasionally.

Value menus are nice, occasionally

By LEONARD GREENE
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Her loving students
might call her Dr. B., but
one cynical columnist has
gone so far as to deride
her as “America’s most
famous community col-
lege teacher.”

Jill Biden can’t win. If
she talks her husband
into staying the course
after his widely panned
debate performance, she’s
a power-hungry puppet
master who’s guilty of
elder abuse.

But if  she convinces
President Joe Biden to
abandon his reelection
campaign, she’s admitting
that she has been part of  a
cruel “Weekend at
Bernie’s” charade that
has propped him up for
months, maybe even
years.

I didn’t vote for Jill
Biden any more than I
voted for Michelle Obama
or Nancy Reagan.

But I knew she came
with the package. So it
doesn’t bother me that she
advises her husband, the
president, even in
moments of  crisis.

What does bother me is
this wicked attack on her
character and, even
worse, on her credentials.

To America, the first
lady is known as Dr. Jill
Biden. No, she isn’t a med-
ical doctor. And, no, she
doesn’t have a Ph. D.

But she is not a quack,
as some of  her worst crit-
ics have said. Columnist
Maureen Callahan dissed
Jill Biden’s community
college credentials in the
Daily Mail this past week.

Jill Biden is a devoted
teacher and college pro-
fessor who earned her
honorific by completing
the coursework required
to receive a doctorate
degree in education. That
was after earning two
master’s degrees in the
same field.

Proud and noble accom-
plishments.

Two days a week, she
takes off  her FLOTUS hat
and stands in front of  stu-
dents at Northern Vir-
ginia Community College,
where she is a professor in
the English department.

But some of  her politi-
cal enemies have for years
insisted on treating her
like she’s some fake TV
court judge whose legal
resume wouldn’t fit on the
back of  a business card.

“Madame First Lady —
Mrs. Biden — Jill —
kiddo,” author Joseph
Epstein wrote in a 2020 op-
ed piece for the Wall Street
Journal. “Any chance you
might drop the ‘Dr.’ before
your name? ‘Dr. Jill Biden’
sounds and feels fraudu-

lent, not to say a touch
comic.”

As if  to say that educa-
tion isn’t as important as
some other academic dis-
ciplines.

Biden’s debate debacle
has given rise to some
wild replacement conspir-
acy theories, none wilder
than the suggestion that
Biden should dump Vice
President Kamala Harris
and put former President
Barack Obama on the tick-
et.

Don’t bet on it. The
authors of  the Constitu-
tion’s 12th Amendment
already nixed that idea.

The second-wildest the-
ory is that Jill Biden her-
self is actually angling for
the job, as evidenced by
her appearance on the
cover of  Vogue magazine.

Opinion writer Ingrid
Jacques even said in USA
Today that the cream-col-
ored tuxedo dress she
wore in her cover shoot
made her look “very presi-
dential.”

It should be noted that
some of  the most cutting
comments about the first
lady have come from white
women, members of  the
same demographic that
helped put Donald Trump
in the White House in
2016.

When Trump was elect-
ed president, exit polls
showed that he had the
support of  42% of  Ameri-
can women.

Even more shocking
was that he received the
votes of  53% of  white
women — even though a
white woman was running
against him.

From there, Trump was
able to nominate three
conservatives to the U.S.
Supreme Court and over-
turn the right to abortion.

“We are the first genera-
tion in half  a century to
give our daughters a coun-
try with fewer rights than
we had,” the first lady told
a campaign crowd earlier
this year.

“Book bans. Voting laws
gutted. Court decisions
that strip away our most
basic freedoms. But cir-
cumstance is not destiny,”
she said.

A day after the debate,
Jill Biden took to the stage
in a statement dress deco-
rated with a simple word:
Vote.

It was an important
message. It was just what
the doctor ordered.

First Lady taking
unnecessary abuse

By NEDRA RHONE
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Tribune News Service

My bully radar developed fairly
early in life.

In junior high, I got caught in the
crosshairs of  Roderick. He would
routinely tease me, then he took it a
step further. I distinctly remember
the day, during a class trip to the
opera, when he stood next to me, posi-
tioned one arm in front of  me and one
behind me, then smacked me in the
chest and the back so hard that it
made feathers fly out of  my down
jacket.

I tried moving away from him, but
he followed. Then I tried rolling my
eyes, as if  I didn’t care. But, after the
third or fourth assault, I started to
tear up. An observant classmate
watched the entire episode and went
to find his father, who was a parent
chaperone on the trip. Mr. Esclamado
came to my rescue, positioning him-
self between me and Roderick for the
rest of  the afternoon.

Roderick was always getting into
trouble. He did not return to school
the following year, and I’ve always
wondered what happened to him. He
taught me to stay on the lookout for
bullies and sparked my instinct to
support those who become their tar-
gets.

Most children outgrow their bully-
ing behavior, learning throughout
childhood and adolescence how to
manage aggressive behaviors and
successfully engage with peers. But
when those lessons aren’t learned, it’s
generally because those people have
what Bill Eddy calls “high-conflict
personalities.”

Meet the adult bully.
These are the people who blame

others for everything and never look
within. They think in all or nothing
terms, such as win or lose, friend or
foe, hero or villain. They regularly
have extreme emotional reactions
that can range from aggressive talk to
physically hurting their targets.

I am bringing this up now because
these are bullish times for adult bul-
lies.

Weaker social relationships, dis-

connected families and heavy
reliance on technology have all given
bullies an advantage in recent
decades.

I only need to scroll through social
media to see how our ability to relate
to one another has declined. It’s hard
to read some of  the things people are
bold enough to write online. They
seem to invest a lot of  time in crafting
harsh responses rather than thought-
ful feedback.

We are living in a moment when
everything, from who should sing
country music to whether more of  us
should consider electric cars, is a
polarizing topic. As the next presi-
dential election draws nearer, I can
imagine this will only get worse.

You’ve likely run into someone who
fits the description of  an adult bully.
These are people we encounter at
work, in our communities or in our
families.

Eddy, a San Diego based therapist,
co-founder of  the High Conflict Insti-
tute and author of  “Our New World
of  Adult Bullies,” estimates adult bul-
lies make up 5 to 10% of  the popula-
tion.

He was surprised that so many of
them have found support groups on
social media. “In the past they would
have felt isolated by their families
and their communities,” Eddy said,
“now they find each other and rein-
force their negative thinking and bad
behavior and try to impress each
other.”

This spring, we watched a round
robin of  bullying on Capitol Hill as
Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene
and Texas Rep. Jasmine Crockett
traded barbs about each other’s
appearance.

Those are the bullies under the
spotlight, the ones we read about in

headlines but that behavior is conta-
gious.

“Seeing so many images of  bully-
ing in the news, in movies, and on
social media, may be entertaining at
one level, but its training at another
level and increases the likelihood
that people with bullying tendencies
will copy this behavior. Especially
for young people, it starts seeming
like the new normal. For people who
are potential bullies, it gives them
permission to go ahead,” Eddy said.

They may look different but bul-
lies have the same personality traits
and the same predictable patterns of
behaviors. They don’t or won’t stop
themselves from trying to intimi-
date people, so it is up to others to
take them down.

“Bullies catch us by surprise
because most people can be rational
most of  the time and we think they
made a mistake,” said Eddy. “It also
takes a lot of  energy to challenge a
difficult person, so there is a fair
amount of  wishful thinking that the
person will stop and be rational so
we don’t have to deal with them.”

Bullies trigger our primitive
responses leaving us unclear on why
we may react to them the way we do.

They rally supporters to spread
lies until the false information they
are sharing seems true and they
seek out advocates to defend and dis-
miss their bad behavior.

Bullies always play the victim and
are quick to project their own hurt-
ful behaviors onto other people.
They desperately want to be leaders.

It’s useless to tell a bully that they
are a bully.

Eddy says we need to stop them by
not tolerating their behavior. We
should avoid them entirely or at
least set appropriate boundaries if
we can’t remove them from our
lives.

The worst thing a bully can feel is
a loss of  power.

So if  we can’t rid the world of  bul-
lies, we can at least expose them.

Eddy suggests we might even
practice having empathy for them.

I’m not there just yet, but unlike
bullies, I am open to changing.

Stand up to adult bullies
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2024 Jay County Fair

Continued from page 1
She has also been

involved with A Better
Life – Brianna’s Hope,
Portland Lions Club, Jay
County Solid Waste Man-
agement District, Trinity
Food Pantry and Bryant
Alumni Association.

“Dad died at an early
age and left Mom with six
of  us kids,” said Golden
when asked about her
mentor. “And she man-
aged those six. … All of
us are harding-working.
All of  us are dedicated to
our county, our commu-
nities.  …

“When the going got
rough, my mom never got
down. My mom would
pick herself  back up.”

Another retired
teacher, Lyons, who spent
most of  his time at the
microphone Wednesday
talking about the accom-
plishments of  his grand-
children, served 51 years
on the Jay County Fair
Board as well as decades
as the Jay County FFA
advisor. He was instru-

mental in the addition of
the FFA greenhouse to
the Jay County Junior-
Senior High School facili-
ty. He also served as a
board member for Jay
County Development
Corporation.

Snow, who for nine
years led the annual
induction ceremony for
the Cincinnatus League,
spent 20 years as a mem-
ber of  the Jay County
Hospital Auxiliary. She
has been a tutor of  Kid’s
Hope USA, a Cubs Scout
leader, an officer in the
Plant, Hoe and Hope Gar-
den Club and a volunteer
for local blood drives
while also being active in
various church activi-
ties.

“I read somewhere that
you get involved because
of  something you carry
in your arms, and it’s our
kids, our babies when
they’re born,” said Snow.
“And that is true, because
usually when you get
involved it’s because
they’re doing something

… and someone asked
you to volunteer … so you
help with that.”

A transplant from
Kalamazoo, Michigan,
who has lived in Jay
County for 55 years,
Micheau has been deeply
involved with the Gold
Wing Motorcycle Club for
almost 40 years. He
joined American Legion
Post 211 in 2016 and has
served as commander
and as a member of  its
honor guard.

Retter has lived in Jay
County most of  her life
and is active in the
Dunkirk community,
including as a current
member of  the Dunkirk
Library Board. She
served nine years on city
council and has been a
board member for
Dunkirk Beautification
Committee. She has
been a member of
Sigma Phi Gamma
sorority for 43 years and
assisted with the cre-
ation of  the Dunkirk
Historical Museum.

She encouraged every-
one in attendance to get
involved in their com-
munity.

“I think everyone

needs to do a little vol-
unteering,” Retter said.
“Be involved in some-
thing in your communi-
ty. I think it makes you

feel like you’re more of
a member of  that com-
munity if  you get
involved in different
things.”

Honorees ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Cincinnatus League Jay County Hall of Fame for a Lifetime of
Services inductees were honored Wednesday afternoon at the Jay County
Fair. Pictured, front row from left, are Butch Micheau, Anita Hall and
Florine Golden. Back row are Rose Snow, Bob Lyons and Connie Retter.

Wednesday at the Jay County Fair featured free watermelon, the 4-H sheep show
and tractor pulls in front of the grandstand. The 4-H horse and pony show started Thursday
morning. Pictured, clockwise from above:

Seven-year-old Brett Huntsman goes in for a big bite of free watermelon
Wednesday evening from the Republican tent near the food court.

Braelyn Bell, 5, holds a kitten Thursday morning in the horse barn.
Colton Hay leads his horse during the 4-H horse and pony show Thursday morning.
Trevin Dunnington holds his sheep while competing in the 4-H sheep show

Wednesday afternoon in the Show Arena.
Smoke pours from a tractor as it pulls Wednesday in front of the grandstand.
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00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED

AD
in 

The Commercial
Review
CALL

726-8141
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AUCTION REAL
ESTATE/PERSONAL

PROPERTY
LOCATED: 2995 W 850

N, Bryant, IN 
Saturday, July 20th,

2024 
Personal Property  9am

& 
Real Estate 11am
OPEN HOUSE 

BY APPOINTMENT
2 Farms

59+/-Acres+/-to be sold
in 6 parcels 

or any Combination
Tract 1-2300 sq. ft.
home sitting on 12+/-
acres, 40x100  Pole

Barn w/stalls, workshop,
24x40 barn adjacent to
home used as summer
kitchen, pasture lots and

more.
Tract 2,3,4-10 Acres +/-
mixed wooded and pas-
ture ground on each.
Tract 5-3692 sq. ft. 6
bedroom home and

30x40 horse barn on 8
acres.  

Tract 6- 5 acres of bare
ground adjacent to tract
5 suitable for farming,
pasture or building.
Henry & Esther

Schwartz
Owners

Town & Country
Auctioneers/Realtors

260-724-8899
Visit our website at:

www.town-countryauc-
tions.com

Corbin Bultemeier 
AU19500269
Jerry Hurst
AU11900031
Gary Shaw 
AU01003164
Randy Mailloux 
AU01031836

Auction Zip: 8080
HiBid https://town-coun-
tryauctions.hibid.com

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal. Must have High
School diploma or GED.
Applications may be
picked up at Redkey
Town Hall. Applications
must be turned in before
July 15th, 2024.  
KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

THE 

CLASSFIEDS

Find it 

Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY SUPERIOR COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 2024 TERM
38D01-2406-MF-000011
Fredric L. Bailey, Elizabeth J. Bailey
Plaintiff
vs
Christopher Ames ( deceased)
All unknown heirs or assignees of Christopher Ames
Defendants

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
To Christopher Ames named as Defendant, who is believed to be de-
ceased and if he is deceased, to his unknown heirs and any other
person who may have an interest in this matter.
You are notified that you have been sued in the court named above
by the Plaintiffs. The nature of the suit is a Complaint to Foreclose
Contract for Conditional Sale of Real Estate for the following de-
scribed real estate located in Jay County, Indiana:
Lot numbered four (4) in F. M. McLaughlin's Addition to the City of
Portland, Indiana.
For informational purposes this real estate is located at 952 S.
Shank Street in Portland, Indiana.
Plaintiffs request that judgment be entered against the Defendants
for the relief stated in the complaint and the Contract for Condi-
tional Sale of Real Estate be terminated and found to be null and
void and the real estate remain the property of the Plaintiffs free
and clear of any interest or claim of the Defendants.
This summons by publication is specifically directed to all of the
Defendants whose names, address and whereabouts are unknown,
and specifically to any unknown heirs and assignees of the Defen-
dant Christopher Ames.
If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiffs from the Com-
plaint to Foreclose Contract for Conditional Sale of Real Estate you
must assert it in your written answer.
You must answer the complaint in writing by you or your attorney
on or before 30 days from the date of last publication of this sum-
mons in The Commercial Review and if you fail to do so a judgment
will be entered against you for what the Plaintiffs have demanded.

Attest: Jon Eads,
Clerk of the Jay Superior Court

HINKLE, RACSTER, & SCHEMENAUR
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

121 West High Street
Portland, IN 47371

Telephone: 260-726-8104
CR 6-28,7-5,12-2024 HSPAXLP- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ORDINANCE 2024-4

ORDINANCE AMENDING 
RATES FOR THE

COLLECTION AND RE-
MOVAL OF TRASH FOR CITY

RESIDENTS
WHEREAS, the City has adver-
tised for bids for the collection
and removal trash for City resi-
dents and accepted the bid of
Best Way for such services;
WHEREAS, a bid was awarded
for three years at increasing
rates for collection and the City
adopted said rates pursuant to
Ordinance 2023-7; and
WHEREAS, the City has deter-
mined that the previously
adopted rates are insufficient
to cover the expense of trash
collection for City residents.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Com-
mon Council of the City of
Dunkirk, Indiana that the City
of Dunkirk shall charge the fol-
lowing sums to each resident
requiring trash collection ser-
vice through the City of Dunkirk
and its subcontractor, Best Way:
Effective August 1, 2024 through
December 31, 2026: $15.00 per
user
This Ordinance shall become
effective upon publication of
the same as required by law.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by
the Common Council of the city
of Dunkirk, Indiana on this 8th
day of July, 2024.

Kara Lowe, Clerk-Treasurer
Submitted to and approved by
me on this 8th day of July, 2024.
CR 7-12-2024 HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Saturday

Jay County summer swim team at
Conference meet at South Adams – 9:15
a.m.

Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jack-
ers – 1 p.m.

TV sports
Today

8:30 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon
(ESPN)

5 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: New Orleans Pelicans vs. Min-
nesota Timberwolves (ESPN2)

5:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series: CRC Brakleen 150 (FS1)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Miami Marlins at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: Houston Rockets vs. Los Ange-
les Lakers (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: Atlanta Hawks vs. Washington
Wizards (ESPN)

Saturday
5:35 a.m. — NRL rugby: St. George

Illawarra Dragons at Brisbane Broncos
(FS1)

9 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:

Explore The Pocono Mountains 225
(USA)

12 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: High-
Point.com 400 (USA)

12 p.m. — DP World Tour golf: Scot-
tish Open (CBS)

1 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at
Chicago Sky (ABC)

1:30 p.m. — Pro Motocross Champi-
onship: Spring Creek (NBC)

3 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
Explore The Pocono Mountains 225
(USA)

3:30 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles

Sparks at Dallas Wings (CBS)
4:10 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty

at Chicago Sky (ABC)
5 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer

League: Charlotte Hornets vs. New York
Knicks (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: Detroit Pistons vs. Philadelphia
76ers (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:

Oakland Roots at Pittsburgh Riverhounds
(FOX)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins
at San Francisco Giants (FOX)

8 p.m. — IndyCar: Hy-Vee Homefront
250 (NBC)

8 p.m. — Copa America soccer:
Canada vs. TBD (FS1)

9 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: San Antonio Spurs vs. Portland
Trail Blazers (ESPN2)

10:25 p.m. — MLS: Real Salt Lake at
Portland Timbers (FS1)

11 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer
League: Phoenix Suns vs. Golden State
Warriors (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — USL Championship soc-
cer: North Carolina at Sacramento
Republic (FOX)

Local notes
Swiss Days Race next

The next race scheduled for the Adams
County Challenge Series will be the Swiss
Days Race. The race that takes place in
Berne is being held on Saturday, July 27 at
8:15 a.m.

The race is a 5K, or kids can participate
in a one-mile course. To sign up, visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foun-

dation Golf Classic is set to be held on
Sept. 13 at Wabash Valley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400,

with tee times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1
p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a
best, non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler
bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare
scholarships and community health. For
more information, contact Kim Trombley by
emailing kim.tormbley@adamshealthnet-
work.org or by calling (260) 724-2145 ext.
13062.

Soccer camp announced
The Jay County High School boys and

girls soccer teams will hold a youth soccer
camp July 29 through 31.

The camp is for kids going into first
grade up to eighth grade. It will be held
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the old soccer field
behind the baseball diamond.

Admission is $30 per child and each
additional child from the same household
will cost only $20.

To sign up visit

https://qrco.de/bf9AoD. For more infor-
mation, email
klmuhlenkamp@jayschools.k12.in.us or
rreynolds@jayschools.k12.in.us.

Payment can be sent to the high school
front office by July 12th.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Associa-

tion of Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf
Tournament is set to take place on July
22 at Turtle Creek Golf Course in
Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m.,
with a shotgun start to follow at 12:15
p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer
Association of Darke County.

For additional information or an
entry form call (937) 548-9960 or
email director@cadcinfo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
“We must do better,” he

said. “We will be conduct-
ing a comprehensive
review of  our perform-
ance in Copa América
and how best to improve
the team and results as we
look towards the 2026
World Cup.”

Berhalter, a former
Galaxy player and assis-
tant coach and the only
former World Cup player
to coach the U.S. in the
tournament, was popular
in the locker room and
several of  his players
voiced their support for
the coach after the Copa
América debacle.

“I see no issue with the
direction we’re heading,”
goalkeeper Matt Turner
said. “When you have a
fight like that on the pitch
in every single game
we’re in in this tourna-
ment, it speaks volumes
to how the manager pre-
pares us.”

Midfielder Weston
McKennie, meanwhile,
said players would “run
through a brick wall” for
Berhalter. What they
apparently couldn’t do for
him, however, was score a
goal. The U.S. was held to
one or fewer goals during
seven of  their past nine
games.

And that was enough
for some players to realize
change was needed.

“Look, we have a good
relationship with him,”
captain Christian Pulisic
said after the loss to
Uruguay. “Whatever the
next step looks like, it’s
not my job to decide.”

Berhalter survived an

earlier challenge to his
job after former team-
mate Claudio Reyna and
his wife Danielle, upset
over Berhalter’s treat-
ment of  their son Gio dur-
ing the 2022 World Cup,
informed U.S. Soccer of  a
30-year-old physical con-
frontation between
Berhalter and the woman
who would become his
wife.

The federation
launched a months-long
investigation into the
incident before clearing
Berhalter in the spring of
2023. Crocker then
rehired him 13 months
ago for the current World
Cup cycle.

The U.S. has gone 7-6-1
under Berhalter since
then.

The team Berhalter
inherited in 2018, one
built largely by former
Galaxy assistant Dave
Sarachan, the interim
U.S. coach, was among the
youngest in national team
history. During his year
in charge, Sarachan gave
a record 23 players —
including McKennie,
Tyler Adams, Tim Weah,
Zack Steffen and Antonee
Robinson — their nation-
al team debuts along the
likes of  Pulisic.

To that Berhalter added
Reyna, Sergiño Dest,
Yunus Musah, Haji
Wright and Folarin Balo-
gun. Twenty of  the 23
players Berhalter called
up for the Copa América
play in Europe, a record
for a U.S. national team.

And at first that team
performed under Berhal-
ter, losing just twice in 22

games in 2021, then reach-
ing the round of  16 in the
World Cup a year later.
But aside from Mexico —
which also exited the
Copa América after three
games — the U.S. has
beaten just one team

ranked inside the top 20
since 2015 and is 0-5-5 in
the Berhalter era against
non-Mexican teams
ranked in the top 15 by
FIFA.

There was no word
Wednesday on a succes-

sor, although former Liv-
erpool coach Jurgen
Klopp, current LAFC
manager Steve Cherundo-
lo and Thierry Henry,
manager of  France’s
Olympic team, have been
mentioned.

“Our immediate focus
is on finding a coach who
can maximize our poten-
tial as we continue to pre-
pare for the 2026 World
Cup, and we have already
begun our search
process,” Crocker said.

Fires ...

Continued from page 8
“I walked around. I walked

the High Line a couple of  times.
I made a few phone calls. I sort
of  was alone with my thoughts
for a couple of  days, which was
good.”

McIlroy had just squandered
a two-stroke lead on the final
day of  the U.S. Open at Pine-
hurst No. 2 in North Carolina,

missing short putts on the 16th
and 18th holes to allow Bryson
DeChambeau to pull off  an
improbable victory.

McIlroy did not address the
media afterward, nor had he
until Wednesday’s press confer-
ence ahead of  this week’s Gene-
sis Scottish Open.

“I can vividly remember
starting to feel a little uncom-

fortable waiting for my second
putt on 16, and the putt on the
last, it was a really tricky putt,”
McIlroy recalled of  the U.S.
Open. “I was very aware of
where Bryson was off  the tee,
so I knew I had to hit it really
soft. If  the one back didn’t mat-
ter, I would have hit it firmer.”

Finishing off  the U.S. Open
would have marked McIlroy’s

first win at a major in nearly a
decade — a schneid dating back
to the PGA Championship in
August 2014.

Now 35, McIlroy is one of
three golfers to win four majors
by age 25 — a list also occupied
by Jack Nicklaus and Tiger
Woods.

“When I look back on [the
U.S. Open], just like I look back

on some of  my toughest
moments in my career, I’ll
learn a lot from it and I’ll hope-
fully put that to good use,”
McIlroy said. “It’s something
that’s been a bit of  a theme
throughout my career. I’ve been
able to take those tough
moments and turn them into
great things not very long after
that.”

Collapse ...

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Michael Reaves

Gregg Berhalter, head coach of the United States, gives the team instructions during the
CONMEBOL Copa America 2024 Group C match between United States and Uruguay at GEHA Field at
Arrowhead Stadium on July 1, 2024, in Kansas City, Missouri.
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By ZACH MENTZ
cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

SIOUX CITY, Iowa — In
baseball, managers make
a call to the bullpen when
the team is in need of  a
fresh pitching arm to
enter the game.

Sioux City Explorers
manager Steve Mont-
gomery, however, instead
opted to call Iowa State
Representative J.D.
Scholten. The Explorers
were without a starting
pitcher for Saturday’s
game against the Milwau-
kee Milkmen, so Mont-
gomery asked Scholten –
a 44-year-old politician

and paralegal who last
played for the Explorers
in 2007, if  he was avail-
able to pitch after the
team exhausted 10 pitch-
ers in its last two games.

“Part of  me thought,
maybe it was a joke,”
Scholten said, according
to KCAU-TV in Sioux
City. “But it ended up
being absolutely magi-
cal.”

Scholten was volunteer-
ing at Sioux City’s annual
Saturday in the Park
event at Grandview Park
when he received the call
from Montgomery.

“I called him and I said
‘I need you,’” Mont-

gomery said. “He’s like, ‘I
don’t know if  I can,’ and I
said ‘look, I don’t care
what you give me. I just
need someone to go in
there and throw strikes.’
He said ‘I think I can do
that, but I’ve got to have
someone pick up my
shift.’ He called me back
ten minutes later and
said he’s in.”

Scholten did more than
just throw strikes – he
dazzled. A former pitcher
for the University of
Nebraska, Scholten
allowed two runs while
scattering seven hits and
recording two strikeouts
across 6.2 innings
pitched, leading the
Explorers to an 11-2 win
over the Milkmen.

Scholten received not
only a quality start in the
box score and statistics,
but also a standing ova-
tion from the Explorers’
home fans at Dr. Mercy
Field at Lewis & Clark
Park

“Just watching that
ovation and what it
meant to him in the club-
house afterward and talk-
ing to him, words can’t
even describe it to be hon-
est,” Montgomery said.

But Scholten’s return
from retirement isn’t a
one-and-done story. He is
scheduled to start for the
Explorers on Thursday
when they play the Fargo-

Moorhead RedHawks at
Newman Outdoor Field
in Fargo, North Dakota.

“This one belongs to all
the middle-aged men who
still think they can do it,”
Scholten said after the
game, according to the
Explorers’ recap. “Never
would have ever thought
that when I was playing
with the X’s, my last year
was 2007, that I would
ever get a chance to put
on the uniform again.”

The Explorers is a pro-
fessional minor league
baseball team and inau-
gural members of  the
American Association of
Professional Baseball.

Deep into the bullpen
Iowa politician pitches gem for minor-league baseball team

Photo provided

Sandy Kofax awards
Individual awards for the Portland Junior League Sandy Koufax baseball division were announced following the

league championship. Pictured from left are Rookie of the Year Tanner Day, Mr. Baseball Sam Wiggins and Co-Sportsmanship
award winners Spencer Smitley and Andrew Day. Not pictured is Sportsmanship award winner Alex Miller.

By KEVIN BAXTER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — With the
2026 World Cup less than two
years away, U.S. Soccer is start-
ing over after firing coach
Gregg Berhalter on Wednesday.

“I want to thank Gregg for his
hard work and dedication to U.S.
Soccer and our Men’s National
Team,” U.S. Soccer president

Cindy Parlow Cone said in a
statement announcing the
move. “We are now focused on
working with our Sporting
Director Matt Crocker and
leveraging his experience at the
highest levels of  the sport to
ensure we find the right person
to lead the USMNT into a new
era of  on-field success.”

Berhalter was hired in Dec.
2018, 14 months after the U.S.

failed to qualify for the World
Cup, and led the team to a Gold
Cup championship, two CON-
CACAF Nations League titles
and to the round of  16 in the
2022 World Cup in Qatar. With a
record of  44-15-13, he leaves with
the best winning percentage of
any coach who worked more
than seven matches with the
national team.

But he was undone by a poor

performance in this summer’s
Copa América, which the U.S.
exited in the group stage after
losing to Panama and Uruguay.
That marked the first time in 20
global or continental tourna-
ments the U.S. has hosted that
the national team has gone out
in the group stage. It was also
the first time a Copa América
host failed to advance.

Only Bruce Arena (81) and

Jurgen Klinsmann (55) won
more games with the U.S. than
Berhalter, but the team has
struggled lately, winning three
of  its last nine games dating to
last November. So after the 1-0
loss to Uruguay last week,
Crocker issued a statement
promising a thorough examina-
tion of  the national team pro-
gram.

See Fires page 7

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

NEW YORK — The day
after Rory McIlroy’s crush-
ing collapse in the U.S.
Open, the world’s second-
ranked golfer went to New
York City.

McIlroy had already
planned the trip in advance
of  that weekend’s Travelers
Championship in
Cromwell, Conn., which he
ended up skipping, and
used the Big Apple to help
clear his head.

“I went to Manhattan,
which was nice,” McIlroy
said Wednesday of  his
three-day visit from June
17-19.

“It was nice to sort of
blend into the city a little
bit. 

See Collapse page 7

McIlroy
breaks
silence
on U.S.
Open
collapse

U.S. Soccer fires coach Gregg Berhalter

‘This one belongs to all the
middle-aged men who still

think they can do it.’
—Iowa State Rep. J.D. Scholten


