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Eugene Reinhart, 96,
Bryant
Pauline Reinhart, 91,

rural Portland
Richard Kinser, 92, Hart-

ford City
Debra Bowers, 68, Port-

land
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  82 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 70.
Tonight’s forecast calls for a

low in the mid 50s. Expect
sunny skies Friday with a
high in the upper 70s. Highs
will climb back into the 80s
this weekend.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Democrats
elected Gary Schmiesing as
their new treasurer during a
caucus Monday. The party
still needs to fill its open vice
chairman role. Randy
Geesaman and Fred Bailey
were elected chair and secre-
tary, respectively, of  the Jay
County Democrats last
month.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the Jay County Lions Band
Contest.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Adding to opera

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Karen Meiring looks up as confetti falls around her Friday during a groundbreaking ceremony for Fort Recovery
Morvilius Opera House. Renovation work on the 141-year-old building is scheduled to begin in the next couple of weeks. 

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
It’s been five years since

efforts began to restore Fort
Recovery Morvilius Opera
House to its former glory.
Work to add on to the 141-

year-old building is slated to
begin in the next two weeks.
Fort Recovery Friends of  the

Opera House celebrated upcom-
ing construction plans with a
groundbreaking ceremony Fri-
day.
“This building we are stand-

ing next to, which is now in the
historic registry, represents a
bygone day when live entertain-
ment was hugely popular,” said
Kim Rammel, president of  Fort
Recovery Friends of  the Opera
House. “It was a time when the
opera house upstairs would be
packed with spectators to see

various types of  live entertain-
ment. It has seen years’ worth
of  graduations and school
plays. We’ve always thought, if
these walls could talk, what
would they really tell us?”
The opera house, a two-story

building at 101 N. Wayne St.,
was placed on the National Reg-
ister of  Historic Places in Feb-
ruary 2022.
Cy and Helen LeFevre and

Jerry and Lorri Kaup of  Fort
Recovery purchased the build-
ing in 2019 and donated it to
Fort Recovery Area Arts Coun-
cil in hopes of  restoring it.
Fort Recovery Friends of  the

Opera House committee has
raised more than $2 million
toward opera house renovation
efforts in the last four years.
Also, the group secured $500,000
at the end of  June from the

Ohio capital budget bill for ren-
ovation work.
“I’m just here to let you know

that everybody on our board is
very interested in making sure
that Fort Recovery’s the best
place to live,” said Jerry Kaup.
Freytag & Associates of  Sid-

ney, Ohio, is the group’s archi-
tectural consultant for its
planned annex project. Con-
struction, estimated at roughly
$1 million, includes an addition
connecting to the west side of
the building. It will have an ele-
vator, restrooms, foyer space
and a section for catering
events. 
Plans are to take the existing

south room on the first floor
and tear down the west wall,
connecting it to the annex. The
existing staircase will likely be
demolished to make room for

the elevator, which will make
the facility handicap-accessi-
ble. 
A new doorway and windows

will also be installed on the
southeast portion of  the build-
ing facing Wayne Street, with
the plans to fill the room with
local history memorabilia. The
portion of  the first floor cur-
rently serving as the main
entrance will be renovated into
a space for meetings and
offices. The northernmost por-
tion of  the building — a section
of  the west part of  it was
irreparably damaged from a
fire in the 1970s — will also see
some work, with the fire-dam-
aged portion being torn down
and a new wall installed. (The
portion damaged was not origi-
nal to the building.)  

See Adding page 2

Groundbreaking celebrates upcoming construction;
Morvilius work expected to begin within two weeks

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
New state standardized

test results show stagnant
progress among Hoosier
students in grades 3
through A8, signaling a
continued struggle to
reverse widespread learn-
ing loss following the
COVID-19 pandemic.
New ILEARN scores

show 41% of  Indiana stu-
dents who were tested earli-
er this spring were at or
above proficiency stan-
dards in English and lan-
guage arts (ELA), accord-
ing to new data released
Wednesday by the Indiana
Department of  Education
(IDOE). That’s on par with
the year prior, when 40.7%
of  students were proficient.
The percentage of  stu-

dents at or above proficien-
cy standards in math, on
the other hand, saw a slight
decrease — from 40.9% in
2023 to 40.7% in the most
recent school year.
Data released by IDOE

reported 30.8% of  Hoosier
students passed both the
math and English sections
of  ILEARN. That’s slightly
up from last year’s spring
test results, which showed
that 30.6% earned dual
passing scores.
Nearly 493,000 students

sat for both exams this
spring.
“While many grades

have seen increases in both
ELA and math proficiency
over the past three years,
we must continue to keep
our foot on the gas pedal to
ensure all students have a
solid academic foundation
in order to maximize their
future opportunities,” Indi-
ana Secretary of  Education
Katie Jenner said in a state-
ment. “A number of  key
tactics have been put in
place to support educators,
parents, families and stu-
dents. It is essential that
our local schools and par-
ents/families continue to
work together and stay
laser-focused on improving
student learning in ELA, as
well as math.”
ILEARN scores continue

to trail behind 2019 results,
when 47.9% of  Hoosiers in
grades 3-8 earned passing
scores on the English and
47.8% did so in math. 

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
Russia and Ukraine

exchanged a total of  190 prison-
ers in a swap mediated by the
United Arab Emirates, the sixth
such transfer this year.
The Defense Ministry in

Moscow said it handed over 95
Ukrainian prisoners and
received 95 of  its own military
personnel. The UAE provided
“humanitarian mediation” for
the exchange, the ministry said
in a statement Wednesday on
Telegram. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy confirmed
the swap in a separate post on
Telegram, and thanked the UAE
for its role in the transfer.

The deal brings the total num-
ber of  captives released with
UAE help this year to almost
1,400. The Gulf  state has mediat-
ed numerous exchanges, not
only between Russia and
Ukraine but also between Russia
and the U.S. It provided logistical
support and the location of  the
swap when Moscow freed WNBA
basketball star Brittney Griner
in return for convicted arms
dealer Viktor Bout in December
2022.
In early June, President

Vladimir Putin said Russia was
holding 6,465 Ukrainian prison-
ers of  war and alleged authori-
ties in Kyiv were holding 1,348
Russians.

Russia and Ukraine
exchange prisoners

Passage rate
for ILEARN
hovering

around 41%

Scores
stayed
stagnant
in 2024

Red all
around

Cherith Butler of the Jay
County High School
Marching Patriots color
guard performs Saturday
during the Archway Classic.
JCHS placed third in its
season opener. The
Marching Patriots will host
the Jay County Lions band
contested at 7 p.m. Friday
at Jay County Fairgrounds.
They are scheduled to take
the track at 8:05 p.m.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Thursday, July 18, 2024

Mandy Theurer
July 18, 1988 - February 13, 2015

Sadly gone, but 
not forgotten.

In our 
hearts always.

Run a half-page 
color ad in 
ALL FOUR 

of our 
newspapers:
The Commercial 

Review (Portland), 
The News-Gazette 

(Winchester),
The News Times 

(Hartford City) and 
The News and Sun 

(Dunkirk),

for 
$550

Rates do not apply to special sections.
Ads must run in July.

Call (260) 726-8141
or email 

ads@thecr.com
Space for color is limited.

Ads will automatically
convert to black and white if 
color space is not available.

Eugene Reinhart
Dec. 16, 1927-July 16, 2024

Eugene P. Reinhart, 96, of  Bryant,
Indiana, passed away on Tuesday,
July 16, 2024, at his home.
He was born on Dec. 16, 1927, in Jay

County, Indiana, to the late Clem and
Rose (Schindler) Reinhart.
In addition to his parents, Eugene

was preceded in death by his wife,
Luella (Homan) Reinhart, whom he
married on Aug. 1,
1953, and who passed
away on Dec. 28, 2016;
his siblings, Rita (Ott)
Homan, Norma (Ivo)
Huelskamp, Ernie
Reinhart and Jim
Reinhart; his in-laws,
Marvin (Mary Lou)
Homan, Harold (Luel-
la) Homan, Esther
(Leonard) Link, Levern (Joy) Homan,
Robert (Jean) Homan, Mary Ann
(Alvin) Luebke, Alvira (Harry) Mas-
sonne, Verena (Peck) Goettemoeller,
Thelma Homan, Ivo (Betty) Homan
and infant sister, Laura Homan.
Eugene is survived by his children,

Don (Deb) Reinhart of  Celina, Ohio,
Gary (Mary) Reinhart of  Coldwater,
Ohio, Jim (Karen) Reinhart of  Fort
Wayne, Ken Reinhart of  Bryant, Bob
(Dawn) Reinhart of  Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia, Sharon (Paul) Link of  Celina,
Dave (Sue) Reinhart of  Shelbyville,
Indiana, and Connie Powers of  Fish-
ers, Indiana; his 19 grandchildren, 31
great-grandchildren and 5 great-great
grandchildren; his siblings, Carl and
Janet Reinhart of  Bryant, and Judy
and Jim Alig of  Bryant; his sisters-in-
law, Pat Reinhart of  Dayton, Ohio,
and Mary and Charles Meier of  Celi-
na; and his in-law, Jim Homan of  St.
Anthony, Ohio.
Eugene was a life-long farmer and

also worked for New Idea in Coldwa-
ter. He was an avid outdoorsman and

enjoyed hunting, fishing and trap-
ping, especially for foxes. Eugene was
known for his scroll saw work. He
was a member of  Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, St. Joseph Men's
Sodality and the Fort Recovery VFW
and American Legion.
A Mass of  Christian Burial will be

held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, July 20,
2024, at Holy Trinity Catholic Church,
Bryant, Indiana. Burial, with full mil-
itary honors, will follow in the church
cemetery.
Guests may visit with Eugene's

family on Friday, July 19, 2024, from 3
to 8 p.m. and again on Saturday from
9 to 9:45 a.m. at Brockman Boeckman
Funeral Home, Fort Recovery. An
American Legion prayer service will
be held at 7:45 p.m. on Friday at the
funeral home.
In lieu of  flowers, memorial contri-

butions may be made to Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.
Condolences may be shared with

the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

Pauline Reinhart
Sept. 14, 1932-July 16, 2024

Pauline R. Reinhart, age 91, of
rural Portland passed away on Tues-
day July 16, 2024, in Persimmon Ridge
Healthcare in Portland. 
She was born in Mercer County,

Ohio, on Sept. 14, 1932, the daughter
of  William and Mary (Kramer)
Tebbe. She was married on April 7,
1951, to Victor Reinhart and he passed
away on Sept. 24, 2011. 
Pauline was a homemaker and

farm wife. She was a member of
Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church, Rosary Sodality and Bryant
Senior Citizens. She enjoyed hunting,
fishing, quilting, painting and doing
taxidermy.
Surviving are three sons, Ronald

Reinhart (wife: Peg) of  Martinsville,

Indiana, Dave Rein-
hart (wife: Jane) of
Portland and Richard
Reinhart (wife: Janet)
of  Brownsburg, Indi-
ana; five daughters,
Carolyn Tuesca (hus-
band: Hector) of  Fort
Wayne, Marilyn Laux
(husband: Phil) of
Portland, Deborah Wendel (husband:
Kenneth) of  Portland, Barbara
Homan (husband: Kenneth) of
Bryant and Victoria Wade (husband:
Dan) of  Huber Heights, Ohio; three
brothers, Ray Tebbe of  Tipp City, Don
Tebbe of  Arizona and Alvin Tebbe of
Fort Recovery; one sister, Betty
Meyring of  North Carolina; 28
grandchildren; and 67 great-grand-
children.
She was preceded in death by two

brothers. Lawrence and Leo Tebbe;
and a sister, Eunice Tobe.
Mass of  Christian burial will be

Monday, July 22, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. in
Holy Trinity Catholic Church with
Fr. Marty Sandhage presiding. Burial
will follow in the Holy Trinity
Catholic Church Cemetery. Visitation
will be Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.
with a scripture service at 3:45 p.m. in
the Baird-Freeman Funeral Home. 
In lieu of  flowers, memorials can

be made to Autism Society of  Indiana
or Masses.
Condolences may be expressed at

bairdfreeman.com.

Richard Thomas Kinser, Hartford City,
a former employee of Kerr Glass in
Dunkirk, Oct. 1, 1960-Nov. 22, 1931.
Services will be at 2 p.m. Friday at
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N. High St.,
Hartford City.

Debra Bowers, Portland, Nov. 23,
1955-July 16, 2024. Service will be at 11
a.m. Wednesday at Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home in Portland.

Thursday
DeHoff, Diana: 2 p.m., Cor-

nerstone Church of Pennville,
190 W. Main St., Pennville.

Friday
Schwartz, Aaron: 9 a.m.,

Schwartz residence, 1665 E.
1000 South, Geneva.

James, Donnie: 1 p.m.,
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut
St., Portland.

Kinser, Richard: 2 p.m.,
Kelpinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City.

Henkle, Paul: 7 p.m., Trinity
Arch Bridge Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Reinhart, Eugene: 10:30

a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic
Church, 7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.

Hedges, Benton: 1 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
Reinhart, Pauline: 10:30

a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic
Church, 7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.

Wednesday
Bowers, Debra: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Drug possession
A Portland man was

arrested Tuesday for drug
possession.
Damion M. Lewis, 45,

140 E. Baker St., is
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 5
felony for possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nui-
sance, a Level 6 felony for
possession of  a controlled
substance and a Class A
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana.
He was released on a

$10,000 bond from Jay
County Jail.

Sexual misconduct
A Portland man was

arrested Tuesday for sex-
ual misconduct and fail-
ing to register as a sex
offender.
Derrick A. Miller, 42, 701

S. Western Ave., is
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 5 felony
for sexual misconduct
with a minor and a Level 6
felony for failing to regis-
ter as a sex offender.
He was being held in

Jay County Jail on a
$10,000 bond.

Felony 
arrests

Reinhart

Reinhart

Continued from page 1
Project director Rick Stahl —

he’s a St. Henry resident who
has worked in construction for
40 years — said plans are to get
the addition built and enclosed
before winter. Work on the
indoor portion will continue
throughout the cold-weather
months. Committee members

estimate the work will take
between 10 months and a year
to complete.
Carol Jutte, a committee

member, pointed out efforts to
restore the building have
resulted in reconnecting lost
ties between Morvilius family
members.
“The Morvililus family had

no idea that this was here,” she
said. “And, since we’ve started
this project and put the ban-
ners up, we have found Morvil-
ius family members in Selma,
Indiana, in Cleveland, Ohio, in
Nebraska, in Montana, and in
Florida, so, and they have all
kind of  found each other, so I
think that’s just a neat side

line that comes out of  our proj-
ect here.”
Brandy Jutte has been a part

of  the committee since it was
formed. She recalled her slo-
gan for the group at its begin-
ning.
“We’re preserving the histo-

ry of  today for the future of
tomorrow,” she said. “That’s

really what we’re doing, and
my kids, and their kids, and
everybody is going to get the
benefit once we’re done.”
She pointed out it takes time

to see progress happening at
the building, but she noted
their end goal is in sight.
“It’s a dream, but it’s going

to be a real dream,” she said.

Adding ...

Obituaries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$75 million

Mega Millions
5-35-42-58-66
Mega Ball: 22
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$251 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-0-6
Daily Four: 3-2-9-2
Quick Draw: 4-9-14-24-

31-33-37-39-44-45-47-48-
56-58-60-61-70-77-78-79

Evening
Daily Three: 8-3-5
Daily Four: 3-2-8-0
Quick Draw: 2-3-5-6-9-

10-23-28-33-37-41-44-47-54-
59-61-64-67-72-80

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-5-5
Pick 4: 8-1-0-9
Pick 5: 1-1-9-2-7
Evening
Pick 3: 6-2-4
Pick 4: 7-0-1-6
Pick 5: 0-9-7-8-5
Rolling Cash: 7-10-16-

33-36
Estimated jackpot:

$242,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1864, United States
president Abraham Lin-
coln asked for 500,000
men to volunteer to be in
the military. The Ameri-
can Civil War lasted for
another nine months
after his plea.
In 1921, John Glenn

was born in Cambridge,
Ohio. Glenn became the
first United States astro-
naut to orbit Earth. He
orbited the planet three
times in 1962.
In 1925, Adolf  Hitler

published the first vol-
ume of  Mein Kampf, a
political manifesto lead-
ing to the rise of  Nazism
in Germany’s Third
Reich. Two years later,
the second volume was
published.
In 1927, Ty Cobb, an

American baseball play-
er, scored his 4,000th hit
in the Major League
Baseball division.
In 1968, Intel was

founded in Santa Clara,
California. The corpora-
tion is known today as
the world’s largest semi-

conductor chip manufac-
turer.
In 1976, Nadia

Comaneci of  Romania
was awarded a perfect
score, 10, in the uneven
parallel bars event in
Montreal, becoming the
first gymnast to do so at
the Olympic Games. She
scored perfectly seven
times.
In 1980, Billy Joel’s

album, “Glass Houses,”
tops the United States
charts. Its collection
included “It’s Still Rock
‘n’ Roll to Me,” “You May
Be Right” and “Don’t Ask
Me Why.”
In 2013, Detroit’s gov-

ernment declared bank-
ruptcy at $20 billion in
debt.
In 2016, Jay School

Board voted to give raises
between 1.5% and 6.7% to
Jay Schools administra-
tors, as well as a variety
of  per-hour and percent-
age raises to support
staff. It led to an annual
increase of  $34,678.

— The CR

CR almanac

78/56 80/60 81/63 81/65 79/66
Friday’s

forecast
shows sunny
skies with
highs in the
upper 70s.

Another
chance of
storms on
Tuesday,
when the
high will be
in the 70s.

There’s a
slight chance
of thunder-
storms on
Monday.

Another day
of sun is
expected Satur-
day. Tempera-
tures could
reach as high
as 80.

Mostly
cloudy on Sun-
day. The tem-
perature may
hit the low
80s degrees.

Friday
7/19

Saturday
7/20

Sunday
7/21

Monday
7/22

Tuesday
7/23

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.84
Aug. corn ................3.88
Wheat ......................4.64

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.94
Aug. corn ................3.94
Sept. corn ................3.81

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.81
Aug. corn ................3.85
Beans ......................11.11

Aug. beans................9.93
Wheat ...................... 4.89

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.75
Aug. corn ................3.74
Beans ......................11.14
Aug. beans..............10.86
Wheat ......................4.94

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.80
Aug. corn ................3.80
Beans ......................10.92
Aug. beans .............10.77
Wheat ......................4.64

Today
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 50 Mooney St.

Monday
3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Wednesday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Personnel Committee,
auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
STITCH AND CHATTER

QUILT CLUB — Meets
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month at Jay Community
Center. Show and teal is at 1
p.m. The club is open to all
ages and is for anyone who
wants to sew. Bring unfin-
ished projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second

Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 
EN AVANT CLUB —

Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.
ORGAN TRANSPLANT

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month  in
the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon, July
19, at Harmony Café in
Portland.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay Com-
munity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay

Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been together for 15
years and share a 14-year-old
son. We no longer have a phys-
ical relationship. I’m trying to
decide if  it’s worth getting a
divorce. Our marital relations
were what I would consider
normal, at least once a week,
before and during my preg-
nancy. However, once my son
was born, it became less and
less frequent. We have gone as
long as two years without
being intimate. This is
because of  my husband’s lack
of  interest.
We have been to counseling

and had countless conversa-
tions, with me begging him to
explain what the problem
could be. 
He has spoken to his doctor

and ruled out a medical issue.
He refuses to admit he’s no
longer attracted to me but

claims he’s simply “not inter-
ested.” Is it fair to me that I
have spent 14 years without the
physical intimacy I long for?
Must I give up the idea of  ever
having it? Is this enough to
leave him over? — LONGING
IN MICHIGAN
DEAR LONGING: Is being

married to someone who
refuses physical intimacy
fair? No. From what you
have written, I’m not sure
your husband has been com-
pletely honest about his
problem. This may be from

embarrassment. The prob-
lem may be psychological —
that he’s not attracted to
any woman who has given
birth. (He wouldn’t be the
first.) 
It could also be that his

hormones need supplement-
ing — something that should
be discussed with an
endocrinologist. If  he’s hav-
ing erectile difficulties, the
specialist to consult would
be a urologist. 
Of  course, none of  these

doctors can help if  a man
doesn’t WANT to be helped,
has a girlfriend on the side
or is not completely
straight. If  that’s the case,
the person you should con-
sult is a lawyer. Hopefully,
the divorce will be amica-
ble.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a woman

over 50, and my job has become
more demanding as I have
worked my way up the corpo-
rate ladder. The problem is, I
can no longer put in the long
hours and extra days. I’m a
salaried employee, and I’m not
compensated for all the over-
time. I take my job seriously. I
love what I do and don’t want
to quit. 
On top of  this, my husband

of  35 years puts pressure on
me when I get home. He’s
retired and waits around for
me to do things for him. He
will cook, but he won’t wash
dishes, do laundry, sweep
floors, etc. I’m at the end of  my
rope. I don’t know where to
turn. — CAN’T DO IT ANY-
MORE
DEAR CAN’T: There is

nothing I can do to help you
regarding the money you
are earning (or not) at your

job. That’s why it may be
time to remind your retired
husband that you are over
50 now and can no longer
work full-time at a demand-
ing job AND do all the
housework. Then suggest
that because he has so much
time on his hands, he find a
part-time job so you both
can hire someone to do the
housework he finds so unap-
pealing. 
At this point, you’re enti-

tled to more help than he
has been giving.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby by visit-
ing DearAbby.com or sending
mail to P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

Husband’s disinterest may signal divorce

at $399
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Preparing for the birth
of  a child should be an
exciting and fun time for
expectant parents, howev-
er, it can also be a time of
uncertainty and apprehen-
sion. Prenatal care is an
important part of  prepar-
ing for the birth of  your
child and can help ease
uncertainties. These visits
allow a healthcare
provider to monitor the
health of  the mother,
growth of  the baby, and
detect any potential health
concerns early. 
It also allows the parents

a time to receive important

information and advice
from healthcare experts.
Assistance can also be
given on navigating neces-
sary healthcare services.    

When should prenatal
care begin? 
It is ideal to contact a

healthcare provider as soon
as you think you are preg-
nant. They can schedule a
prenatal visit and begin
caring for you and your
baby to help ensure a posi-
tive pregnancy experience
and outcome.

What can be expected
at a prenatal visit? 
During the first and

second trimester of  a
pregnancy, prenatal vis-
its are typically sched-
uled every 4 weeks, and
then more frequently
during the last trimester.
At a prenatal visit, the

provider will review and
update your medical his-
tory including new med-
ications or medical con-
ditions. A physical exam-
ination will be performed
which includes checking
weight, blood pressure,
and possibly a uterus and
pelvic exam. You can also
expect the following: 
•Urine test – to check

for infections or other
conditions.
•Blood test – to check

for anemia, blood type
and other factors.
•Check fetal heartbeat

– usually detected around

10-12 weeks of  pregnancy.
•Abdominal measure-

ment – to monitor baby’s
growth.
•Ultrasound – to check

baby’s development.
•Education – important

information on nutrition,
exercise, and managing
pregnancy symptoms.
•Vaccinations – appro-

priate vaccinations may
be given, if  needed. It is
also important during
prenatal visits to ask any
questions or discuss any
concerns. Make sure to
keep your health
provider informed of  any

changes that occur which
will help ensure the
health of  the mother and
baby. 

Who should I contact
for prenatal care? 
Locally, the Healthy

Beginnings program can
assist with prenatal and
postnatal care. For more
information, call (260)
726-1919.

••••••••
Teeter is the director of

clinical operations at IU
Health Jay and Healthy
Beginnings.

Prenatal care is important for health
Your
Health
Matters

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
A recent comparison of  the

American economy under presi-
dents Donald Trump and Joe
Biden consisted of  nine indica-
tors, each better under Trump
than under Biden. 
Unaccompanied by dates or

sources, these data were impossi-
ble to verify. They were devoid of
context and were the very
essence of  political propaganda.
From January 2017, when

Trump took office, the U.S. unem-
ployment rate declined rather
regularly from 4.7% to 3.5% in
February 2020. [Current Popula-
tion Survey, Census Bureau]
Over that period, the year-over-
year rate of  inflation hovered
around 2%. [Consumer Price
Index, Bureau of  Labor Statis-
tics] That’s the magic level adopt-
ed and consecrated by the Federal
Reserve as normal or desirable.
But then COVID hit in the

spring of  2020. The unemploy-
ment rate jumped from 3.5% in
February to 4.4% in March, hit-
ting an astounding 14.8% in
April.
Pandemic. Millions sick. Con-

finement to home. Mask man-
dates. Tempers raw. People not
shopping, working or dining out,
a stalling economy. Inflation in
January 2020 was at 2.5%. By
March it was down to 1.5% and in
May it hit 0.1%. Certainly, policy
makers wanted to avoid deflation
when falling prices discourage
purchasing and producing goods.

Without any experience in
such matters, what should be
done?
The prudent expedient: Pump

money out to consumers so they
will not suffer from unemploy-
ment and to business owners so
not all will have to close their
doors. With remarkable speed,
checks were delivered to tens of
millions of  households and busi-
nesses, whether they needed it or
not.
And that was the catch. Bil-

lions of  dollars went to people
and businesses who did not need
the money. The checks went to the
wealthy as well as the poor. The
funds flowed to firms where jobs
were saved and to others where
stocks were repurchased, enrich-
ing top executives and other
shareholders.
It worked. The unemployment

rate fell to 6.4% and the inflation
rate climbed to 1.4% by the time

Biden was inaugurated. But
would the trend hold after two
such infusions of  money?
The inflation rate seemed stuck

at that 1.4% level and the decline
in unemployment was showing
signs of  stalling. Maybe, one
more stimulus check would do
the job.
With all that money, many con-

sumers paid down debt and even
put cash aside. Lest ye forget,
executives and shareholders, as
well as well-heeled pensioners,
are consumers too. They found
new TVs and cellphones to buy,
and vacations to be taken. In spite
of  high rents and interest rates,
more affluent consumers
demanded more housing.
Constricted by the pandemic,

supply chains were over-
whelmed. Inflation soared to a
high of  9.1% in June of  2022 over
the same month in 2021.
Then, as it will, reality replaced

glee. Credit card debt climbed
rapidly, and savings were deplet-
ed. Consumers reacted to high
prices with their usual epitaphs
aimed at the White House
although inflation fell to about
3% and unemployment closed in
on 4%.
That’s the context for any data

comparing the Trump and Biden
administrations. The “Biden”
inflation was inherited in large
part from the panic of  the
“Trump” response to COVID. The
checks sent indiscriminately to
consumers and business were not
as beneficial as the later “Biden”
moves to improve the nation’s
infrastructure.
Long-term thinking always

trumps short, knee-jerk solu-
tions, however well-intended.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Economic ‘crisis’ in need of context

The Columbian
(Vancouver, Washington)
Tribune News Service
Saturday’s assassina-

tion attempt against Don-
ald Trump is an appalling
and horrific manifesta-
tion of  our current politi-
cal climate.
For nearly 250 years,

one of  the foundational
beliefs of  our nation has
been that political differ-
ences are settled at the
ballot box. Intermittent
violence has belied that
belief, but for the United
States to continue as a
beacon of  democracy, all
Americans must speak
out against such acts.
Indignation about polit-

ical violence, however, is
giving way to a climate
that feasts on enmity. In a
survey last year by the
nonpartisan Public Reli-
gion Research Institute, in
conjunction with
the Brookings Institution,
23 percent of  Americans
agreed with the state-
ment, “because things
have gotten so far off
track, true American
patriots may have to
resort to violence in order
to save our country.”
That is a frightful, inex-

cusable position. There is
nothing patriotic about
resorting to violence in a
nation that embraces free
and fair elections. Those
who invoke 1776 in
defense of  political vio-
lence ignore the past 248
years of  our history,
which have seen the estab-
lishment of  a secure polit-
ical system protected by
checks and balances and a
devotion to democracy.
As President Joe

Biden said Saturday:
“There is no place in
America for this kind of
violence. It’s sick, it’s sick.
It’s one of  the reasons
why we have to unite this
country. We cannot allow
for this to be happening.”
And as House
Speaker Mike Johnson, R-
La., said: “This is a horrif-
ic act of  political violence
that ought to be roundly
condemned. Obviously, we
can’t go on like this as a
society.”
Yet too many media out-

lets, elected officials and
internet gadflies (and
bots) tacitly condone
political violence. It has
become a badge of  honor
to insist that the “other
side” is a threat to the
United States and that vio-
lence is warranted in the
defense of  liberty. The
result is stochastic terror-
ism, which is described

by Dictionary.com as “the
public demonization of  a
person or group resulting
in the incitement of  a vio-
lent act, which is statisti-
cally probable but whose
specifics cannot be pre-
dicted.”
Whether the result is an

attempted assassination
or an attack on the U.S.
Capitol, such assertions
undermine our democra-
cy. They must be con-
demned.
Instead, violent

episodes often are used to
further stoke underlying
anger. After rioters
stormed the U.S.
Capitol in 2021 while try-
ing to overthrow an elec-
tion, the Republican
National
Committee called the
event “legitimate political
discourse.” After Trump
was wounded on the right
ear Saturday, Rep. Mike
Collins, R-Ga., claimed
without evidence that
“Joe Biden sent the
orders.” Biden earlier had
recklessly said, “It’s time
to put Trump in the bull’s-
eye.”
In a time of  heightened

tensions, leaders and the
media members who
report on them must
understand that words
matter. So do the institu-
tions that protect and sta-
bilize our democracy.
One of  those is

the Secret Service, which
jumped into action when
shots rang out at a Trump
rally in Pennsylvania.
Agents deserve credit for
quickly protecting Trump
and for shooting the gun-
man on the roof  of  a near-
by building, but an inves-
tigation is warranted. For
example, why was a build-
ing within rifle range of
the podium considered to
be outside the security
perimeter?
Trump, fortunately, sus-

tained only a minor
wound. But a rally
attendee was killed and
two others reportedly are
in critical condition as of
Monday.
Indeed, many questions

remain in the wake of  Sat-
urday’s shooting. But the
most important involve
our nation’s ability to sur-
vive our political dis-
agreements.

Political climate
spawns violence

By PATRICIA LOPEZ
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service
J.D. Vance once called Donald

Trump “America’s Hitler,” likening
him to “cultural heroin.” On Monday,
the Ohio senator was named the for-
mer president’s running mate.
It’s a shrewd and calculated pick —

a nod to Trump’s base. More than any
of  the other contenders, Vance’s
selection shows that Trump wants to
lock down the MAGA faithful and
ensure they turn out — even if  that
means losing more moderate and
independent voters. Vance’s rhetoric
is at times harsher and hotter than
Trump’s and his positions more
extreme.
At 39, Vance is decades younger

than the 78-year-old Trump, making
the acid-tongued senator a young and
vigorous inheritor of  the MAGA
movement — whenever that time
should come. His selection also sends
a clear message to the country that
Trump is building a movement that
will reshape the nation, not just for
one term, but for the future.
That’s a chilling thought. Vance

has boundless ambition. Political
experience? Not so much. He’s a jun-
ior senator in his first elective office.
He is opportunistic enough that
should he win, Trump will need to
watch his back for the next four
years.
There has been no time — and little

inclination — for Vance to project a
more thoughtful, senatorial image.
On Saturday, after the assassination
attempt on Trump’s life, Vance was
the only veep candidate on the former
president’s shortlist to rush to the
harshest conclusion possible, accus-
ing President Joe Biden’s campaign
of  rhetoric that he claimed “led
directly to President Trump’s
attempted assassination.”

There isn’t a shred of  evidence to
support that claim and, in fact, the
shooter identified by authorities was
a 20-year-old registered Republican.
Trump, who briefly spoke of  unity

after a bullet grazed his ear at the
rally, appears to have already veered
from that path, choosing a running
mate who seldom reaches out to the
other side unless it’s to deliver a
throat punch. His rise has been noth-
ing short of  meteoric, thanks in large
measure to Trump.
Vance first gained notoriety with

the 2016 publication of  his memoir,
Hillbilly Elegy, which traced his
Appalachian roots and the country’s
growing class divide. It was, in short,
all about the “forgotten men and
women” Trump references when
politically necessary. But Vance saw
Trump differently back then. A self-
described Never-Trumper, Vance
turned his scorching rhetoric on
Trump, calling him “noxious” and
“reprehensible.” He gained further
acclaim — and a berth as a political
commentator — for his extreme
views on the newly elected president.
That all stopped around 2018, with

one of  the most abrupt and unlikely
conversions in recent political memo-
ry. Soon, Vance had joined the MAGA
chorus, transforming from attack dog
to Trump acolyte. The reason soon
became clear. Vance needed Trump’s
endorsement to run for US Senate —
badly. Trump, who sees ritual humili-
ation as a rite of  passage to his circle,

put Vance to the test. At a 2022 rally,
Trump taunted the young upstart.
“J.D. is kissing my ass, he wants my
support so bad,” Trump said. Vance
got the endorsement, Trump got the
satisfaction of  making Vance eat his
words.
A new relationship was born.
Vance has remained a devoted ally

ever since. Like Trump he is pro-
Israel and anti-Ukraine. He has
embraced Trump’s protectionist posi-
tion on tariffs.
On cultural issues Vance has indi-

cated his willingness to consider a
federal 15-week abortion ban, but
ever-conscious of  Trump’s shifting
positions on the issue, has down-
played it. Well aware of  how abortion
rights have played to Democrats’
advantage, Trump has sought to dis-
tance himself  from promises of  fed-
eral action and insisted on stripping
the promise of  a federal ban out of
the party’s platform — a bedrock
position for decades.
Vance has shown he is nothing if

not flexible, and doubtless will
remain closely attuned to Trump’s
shifting whims as he searches for
what’s most politically expedient.
His appeal to MAGA loyalists is evi-

dent. Shortly after word of  his selec-
tion was announced via Trump’s
Truth Social, Kevin Roberts of  the
Heritage Foundation — authors of
the Project 2025 blueprint for a second
Trump term — was delighted. “We
were really rooting for him,” Roberts
said to fellow Bloomberg columnist
Mary Ellen Klas. “We couldn’t be hap-
pier.”

••••••••••
Lopez is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering politics and policy.
She is a former member of  the editori-
al board at the Minneapolis Star Trib-
une, where she also worked as a senior
political editor and reporter.

Vance is MAGA red meat
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union

City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Revs. Brad and Kate

Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67, south-

west of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-

land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, July 18, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Agnes
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Hi and Lois
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial

Review CALL

726-8141
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AUCTION REAL
ESTATE/PERSONAL

PROPERTY
LOCATED: 2995 W 850

N, Bryant, IN 
Saturday, July 20th,

2024 
Personal Property  9am

& 
Real Estate 11am

OPEN HOUSE 
BY APPOINTMENT

2 Farms
59+/-Acres+/-to be sold

in 6 parcels 
or any Combination
Tract 1-2300 sq. ft.

home sitting on 12+/-
acres, 40x100  Pole

Barn w/stalls, workshop,
24x40 barn adjacent to
home used as summer

kitchen, pasture lots and
more.

Tract 2,3,4-10 Acres +/-
mixed wooded and pas-

ture ground on each.
Tract 5-3692 sq. ft. 6
bedroom home and

30x40 horse barn on 8
acres.  

Tract 6- 5 acres of bare
ground adjacent to tract
5 suitable for farming,

pasture or building.
Henry & Esther

Schwartz
Owners

Town & Country
Auctioneers/Realtors

260-724-8899
Visit our website at:

www.town-countryauc-
tions.com

Corbin Bultemeier 

AU19500269
Jerry Hurst

AU11900031
Gary Shaw 

AU01003164
Randy Mailloux 
AU01031836

Auction Zip: 8080
HiBid https://town-coun-

tryauctions.hibid.com
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JULY

27TH, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD.  67

PORTLAND, IN
APPLIANCE-MODERN
FURNITURE-GARAGE

ITEMS
Amana side by side

refrigerator, Frigidaire
kitchen stove, GE Wash-
er and gas Dryer, small
kitchen appliances, 4pc,
3pc, 2pc, full sized bed-
room suites complete, 3
cushion sofa with reclin-
ers - leather and suede.
Patio sets, Pet cage, (2)

Salt Dog pickup truck
salt spreaders, MB
Power broom with

Kohler 8.5 engine, Toro
CCR 2450 Snowblower
(2) patio heaters, grill
and other liked items. 
OWNER: IU HEALTH

JAY
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715  
DENTAL ASSISTANT
Dunn Family Dental Care
is looking for a profes-
sional, friendly, detail ori-
ented full time new staff
member. Radiology
license required. benefits
include paid vacation,
paid sick days, retire-
ment benefits and more.
Drop off resume at 110
West North Street, Port-
land or email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.com  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE

FOR 
$695

GET 
ONE FOR

$350

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF HENRY, SS:
IN THE HENRY CIRCUIT COURT #1

CASE NO. 33C01-2407-AD-000011
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD
MEMPHIS LEE ELZEY

PUBLISHED NOTICE TO CODY ALLEN ELZEY
TO: Cody Allen Elzey

On July 8, 2024, Cody Allen Elzey who has been name the father of
the child born to Elizabeth L. Walters on January 14, 2015, is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption of the child was filed in the office
of the Clerk of Circuit Court No. 1, Henry County, State of Indiana.
On said date, the petitioners also filed their affidavits showing that
diligent search has been made and that Cody Allen Elzey cannot be
located.
If you seek to contest the adoption of the child, you must file a mo-
tion to contest the adoption within thirty (30) days after service of
this notice, or you must file a paternity action to establish his pa-
ternity in relation to the child not later than thirty (30) days after the
date of receipt of this notice.
If you do not file a motion to contest the adoption; or a paternity ac-
tion under I.C. 31-14 within thirty (30) days after service of this no-
tice; or after filing a paternity action under I.C. 31-14, you fail to es-
tablish paternity within a reasonable period as determined by the
paternity court under I.C. 31-14-21-9 through I.C. 31-14-21-11, then the
above named court will hear and determine the petition for adop-
tion. Your consent will be irrevocably implied and you will lose your
right to contest either the adoption of the validity of your implied
consent to the adoption.  You will lose your right to establish your
paternity of the child under I.C. 31-14.
Nothing anyone else says to you relieves you of your obligations un-
der this notice.
Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock,
but who has not yet been legally proven to be the child’s father.  For
purposes of this notice, you are the putative father under the laws
in Indiana regarding adoption.

This notice complies with I.C. 31-19-4-4 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth the unnamed putative father’s legal obligations un-
der the Indiana statutes.  A person being served with this notice
should consult the Indiana adoption statutes.

Jennifer L. Grubbs
Clerk, Henry Circuit Court No. 1

CR 7-18,25,8-1-2024 -HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At: thecr.com

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Portland Rockets in Carrington Red Tourney vs.

Fort Wayne Blues – 7 p.m.

Friday
Portland Rockets at Carrington Red Tourney –

TBD

TV sports
Today

4 a.m. — Golf: The Open Championship (USA)
4:30 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: Indi-

ana Pacers vs. Denver Nuggets (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: Wash-

ington Wizards vs. Sacramento Kings (ESPN)
9 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: Los

Angeles Lakers vs. Cleveland Cavaliers (ESPN)
11 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: Min-

nesota Timberwolves at Houston Rockets (ESPN)

Friday
4 a.m. — Golf: The Open Championship (USA)
1 p.m. — NFL Flag Championships: Girls 18U

Round of 16 (ESPN2)
3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

TSport 200 (FS1)
4 p.m. — NFL Flag Championships: Girls 18U

Round of 16 (ESPN2)
5:30 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Circle City

200 (FS1)
6:45 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds vs. Wash-

ington Nationals (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: New

York Knicks vs. Detroit Pistons (ESPN)
8 p.m. — The Basketball Tournament: Assem-

bly Ball vs. The Cru (BTN)
8:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

TSport 200 (FS1)
9 p.m. — WNBA: 3-Point and Skills Challenge

(ESPN)
11 p.m. — NBA 2K25 Summer League: Port-

land Trailblazers vs. Charlotte Hornets (ESPN2)

Local notes
Season tickets for sale

Jay County High School will begin selling season
tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
Monday from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-7 p.m. Starting
Tuesday, they will be available during office hours
from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for
those 65-and-older) cover all high school and junior
high events. The former costs $105 while the latter
is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult
Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass, good

for 12 games at $50, boys basketball season pass-
es for $50 and football season passes for $25. 

Swiss Days Race next
The next race scheduled for the Adams County

Challenge Series will be the Swiss Days Race. The
race that takes place in Berne is being held on Sat-
urday, July 27 at 8:15 a.m.

The race is a 5K, or kids can participate in a one-
mile course. To sign up, visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf

Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Val-
ley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-

ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

Date set
The 42nd annual Cancer Association of

Darke County/Annie Oakley Golf Tournament is
set to take place on July 22 at Turtle Creek Golf
Course in Greenville, Ohio.

Lunch will be served at 11:15 a.m., with a
shotgun start to follow at 12:15 p.m.

All proceeds will go to the Cancer Associa-
tion of Darke County.

For additional information or an entry form
call (937) 548-9960 or email director@cadcin-
fo.org.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
But recent turmoil under-

scores the complexity of  wel-
coming thousands upon thou-
sands of  athletes and fans from
around the world. French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
acknowledged to the AFP news
agency that the Olympic Games,
no matter where they take place,
are bound to create “inconve-
niences.”
History shows that some cities

successfully navigated the obsta-
cles. The 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics, for example, offered
stirring competition and fin-
ished with hundreds of  millions
in surplus revenue. Other hosts
have not been as fortunate.
Montreal and Athens accrued

massive debt. Rio de Janeiro
spent billions on new venues
that went virtually unused after-
ward. The 1972 Munich Games
were marred by Palestinian ter-
rorists infiltrating the athletes
village, an attack that left 11
Israeli team members dead.
More recently, Tokyo and Bei-

jing struggled to generate rev-
enue amid COVID-19 restric-
tions.
Paris believes its gamble will

pay off. “It’s going to do our
country some good,” Hidalgo

said when her city was named as
host in 2017.
The main concern with any

Olympics is funding and, in
Paris’ case, a plan to cover a
majority of  expenses with pri-
vately raised money. As the budg-
et has grown significantly to a
reported $10 billion, organizers
have come under increased
scrutiny, including an investiga-
tion into construction contracts
they awarded and the decision to
pay president Tony Estanguet an
annual salary of  $290,000 plus
incentives.
Last summer the French Court

of  Auditors cited “uncertainties”
in the budget and suggested that,
depending on how much revenue
is generated, the Games might
require an infusion of  $3.2 billion
or more in government funds.

Amid complaints about ticket
prices, a 2023 poll suggested that
44% of  residents in and around
Paris have come to think of  host-
ing as a “bad thing.”
“For us, an event of  Olympic

proportions cannot be held with-
out corruption,” said Saccage
2024, a French anti-Olympics
coalition. “It’s the size of  the
event that makes it necessary,
whatever the country.”
Unions representing public-

sector employees such as police
and air traffic controllers have
demanded bonuses for working
the 17 days of  the Games, which
coincide with France’s tradition-
al summer holiday. Threatened
strikes could cripple the city.
Activists have raised concerns

about the displacement of  home-
less people, and national restric-

tions on customarily Islamic
dress have sparked discussions
about what visiting athletes and
visitors will be allowed to wear.
If  all of  this weren’t enough,

Macron recently called for a snap
election that could have shifted
power to the far-right National
Rally party. Though the left-wing
New Popular Front coalition pre-
vailed, legislators must now
forge new alliances to avoid par-
liamentary disarray.
Organizers “probably had

every contingency scenario on
their operation sheet,” said
Michael Payne, a former Interna-
tional Olympic Committee exec-
utive. “They certainly didn’t have
that one.”
Nor could they have foreseen

the Russia-Ukraine and Israel-
Hamas wars forcing them to deal
with street protests and disagree-
ments over which athletes should
or should not be invited.
So the world is watching to see

what happens next. Los Angeles
officials, on deck to host in 2028,
are particularly interested.
“If  somebody has done it

before me, I want to know what
they learned,” Mayor Karen Bass
said after a recent fact-finding
mission to France. “Pros and
cons.”

Paris organizers can only hope
their Olympics follow a familiar
trend.
The Games often generate con-

troversy in the weeks and
months beforehand. As Payne
said: “It’s not simple to bring all
this together because the organ-
izing committee goes under the
magnifying glass. The slightest
issue gets exploded.”
Then comes the opening cere-

mony.
On July 26, Paris will stage an

innovative celebration with offi-
cials and athletes cruising down
the Seine in boats. An organizing
committee executive swam in the
river over the weekend and
Hidalgo was still promising to
jump in, citing recent testing that
showed what she called accept-
able bacteria levels.
Once the competition begins,

gold medals and world records
commandeer the headlines as tel-
evision sharpens the focus with
artful, carefully framed camera
shots. Public opinion tends to
shift in a positive direction.
“The organizers and the IOC

are praying for the sports to
start,” Payne said. “Once they
start, that becomes the story.”
For 17 days. After that, people

can start complaining again.

Paris ...

Continued from page 8
“What exactly it would

look like, what compro-
mises we would have to
make in terms of  our sea-
son. I remain open-mind-
ed about that topic.
“I do think maybe what

I found most persuasive
(from) what Casey is say-
ing is to forget about
what happens with base-
ball in the Olympics long
term, because I think we
all know when you’re in
Paris, they’re probably
not going to build a base-
ball stadium.
“But when you focus on

L.A., there is an opportu-
nity that we need to think
about. Doing my players
rounds, there is interest
on this topic, so that’s
important.”
There would be no

problem finding venues
with Dodger Stadium in
Los Angeles, Angels Sta-
dium in Anaheim and

Petco Park in San Diego.
But how baseball would
be able to shut down for a
couple of  weeks during
the Olympics and still get
in a 162-game season and
playoffs before Thanks-
giving remains to be seen.
The NHL and NHL

Players Association
announced in February
that players would be
allowed to participate in
the 2026 Winter Olympics
in Milan, Italy, and in the
2030 Games, whose host
city will be announced
July 24. The last time the
NHL interrupted its sea-
son for the Olympics was
in 2014 in Sochi, Russia.
MLB players appear

interested in the idea,
which could upstage
their own tournament,
the World Baseball Clas-
sic.
“The main goal in

Major League Baseball as
a whole is to grow the

game,” Philadelphia
Phillies star Bryce Harp-
er said Monday. “I don’t
think there is a greater
platform in the world
than the Olympics. The
biggest thing is: ‘Where
can you grow the game
the most?’ It’s on the
international stage.”
Manfred also said Tues-

day the automated ball-
strike system (ABS), com-
monly referred to as
“robot umpires,” could be
tested in spring training
next season with the pos-
sibility of  implementing
it in 2026.
The system currently is

being used in Triple-A,
which also has a chal-
lenge system in place,
much like the replay chal-
lenge system in the
majors, in which players
can challenge a call by a
human umpire.
“It’s ’24, so that leaves

me ’25 as the year to do

your spring training test
if  we can get these issues
resolved,” Manfred said.
“Which would make ’26 a
viable possibility (for
implementation). Is that
going to be the year? I’m
not going to be flat-footed
on that issue.”
In a separate meeting

with the Baseball Writ-
ers’ Association of  Amer-
ica, MLB Players Associa-
tion head Tony Clark said
that MLB is “continuing
to make a push” toward
ABS and that the chal-
lenge system is a “more
likely landing spot.”
The Atlantic League

was the first American
pro league to allow a com-
puter to call balls and
strikes at its 2019 All-Star
Game. The MLB Umpires
Association agreed in
December 2019 to cooper-
ate with MLB in the
development and testing
of  an ABS system as part

of  a five-year labor con-
tract.
Clark said the challenge

system “likely” would
have more support from
players than a complete
switch to robot umpires.
“The experiences have

been interesting,” he said
of  talks with players.
“There are those that
have no interest in it at
all. There are those who
have concern even with
the challenge system, as
to how the strike zone
itself  is going to be con-
sidered, what that looks
like, how consistent it is
going to be.
“What happens in a

world where Wi-Fi goes
down in the ballpark or
tech acts up on any given
night? We’re seeing those
issues, albeit in minor
league ballparks. We do
not want to end up in a
world where in a major
league there are more

questions than answers
as to the integrity of  that
night’s game or the calls
associated with it.”
Manfred also addressed

one of  the most one-sided
fan debates regarding the
All-Star Game: com-
plaints about generic
National and American
League uniforms instead
of  players wearing their
team jerseys.
Manfred sounded pes-

simistic about a change
back to the old ways but
said he’s well aware of
fan sentiment regarding
the issue.
“Obviously the conver-

sations have to involve
the players, first and fore-
most, and Nike and some
of  our partners,” Manfred
said. “But I am aware of
the sentiment and I do
know why people kind of
like that tradition. But
there will be a conversa-
tion about that.”

Change ...

‘It’s not simple to bring all this
together because the organizing

committee goes under the
magnifying glass. The slightest

issue gets exploded.’
—Michael Payne



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
FARGO, N. D. — When Katie

Rowles enters the wrestling room
at Jay County High School, she
looks up at the wall and sees the
names of  all the boys and girls
who have medaled at the state
tournament.
While she still has yet to check

that achievement off, she now has
something tangible to hold onto.
Rowles became the first Jay

County High School wrestler to
earn All-American Honors after
placing third in the 88-pound
weight class of  the 2024 U.S.
Marine Corps 16-and-younger
Nationals freestyle tournament
hosted by North Dakota State
University in the Fargodome over
the weekend.
“It was a great experience and

I’m glad that God gave me the
opportunity to go and compete at
that level,” Rowles said. “It was
just unlike any of  the other tour-
naments I’ve been to so far. There
were 30 mats set up, which is real-
ly crazy. I’ve never been to one of
that size.
“I got to meet a lot of  new peo-

ple from Indiana and from other
states and just see how they pre-
pared for the tournament and
what they do all season.”
Rowles (who was seeded third)

opened the tournament in the
quarterfinal by defeating
Cadence Grulla of  Georgia with a
6-2 decision.
With the defeat of  Grulla,

Rowles guaranteed herself  a top-
eight finish in the field of  nine
wrestlers. Being top-eight
secured a spot for Rowles on the
podium and All-American Hon-
ors.
The junior is the first Jay

County wrestler to earn All-
American Honors from the
national tournament.
“That’s pretty cool,” Rowles

said. “I didn’t realize until after
the tournament that Jay County
never had anyone that was an All-
American before. It’s a great feel-
ing because I’ve looked up on the
wall of  our state placers and
everything and all those people
have done such great things and I
did something that they didn’t. It
sounds kind of  full of  myself, but
I just think it’s cool to have that
opportunity.”
After the initial victory, it was

the 88-pound semifinal match
against Lily Enos of  Illinois that
took Rowles out of  title con-
tention. Enos was awarded the
first point on a step out call and
later took advantage of  a shot
Rowles took that opened her up
for a takedown.
The Jay County junior had a

shot near the end of  the second
period – the freestyle 16-and-
younger tournament’s matches
only lasted for two, two-minute
rounds – but the clock ran out
before she could get the tying
takedown and fell 3-1.
Enos took also upset second-

seeded Kayla Pastika (Minneso-
ta) to reach the semifinal, and
later took down No. 1 seed Brynn

Engle (Wisconsin) to win the
national championship.
“Her effort is tireless,” said

Indiana State Wrestling Associa-
tion women’s director and coach
Jason DeLois. “She’s hard on her-
self when she loses. I just talked to
her a lot about defeats and how to
really make them fuel for future
victories.
“After that, I think she really

took it to heart and started to
learn from that. … I think her
being able to process the loss on a
national level has improved her
ability to execute moves at a high
level and is getting much better.”
DeLois’ stance shows in how

Rowles finished out the tourna-
ment.

In the semifinal round of  the
consolation bracket, Rowles came
out and dominated No. 5 seed
Fern Jewett of  Massachusetts in
a 9-0 major decision.
“I was just ready to earn the

next best thing,” Rowles said. “I
couldn't win the tournament any-
more, which obviously was my
number one goal there, but if  I
could come back and get third, I
wasn’t going to settle for any-
thing (less).”
To do that, Rowles picked off

the N. 2 wrestler out of  Minneso-
ta, Kayla Pastika, for the 8-2 victo-
ry in the consolation champi-
onship.
The third place finish was

the highest for Team Indiana,

which finished with 43 points
to place 13th out of  33 compet-
ing states. Team Pennsylvania
took the top spot with 157
points.
Even beyond the bragging

rights of  performing well in
this tournament, Rowles thinks
that her success at the state and
national level can help her as
she prepares for her third sea-
son of  high school wrestling.
“I think it really helped me

realize that I can wrestle with
the best girls in the country,”
Rowles said. “I may not be able
to beat all of  them right now,
but I can definitely hang in
there and fix a few small things
and maybe next year I can.”
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All-American effort
Katie Rowles finishes third at national freestyle tournament

Photo provided

Katie Rowles stands on the podium for her third-place finish at the 2024 U.S. Marine Corps 16-and-younger Nationals
freestyle tournament in Fargo, North Dakota. Rowles finished 3-1 in to become the first Jay County wrestler to earn All-American
Honors.

By PAUL SULLIVAN
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service
ARLINGTON, Texas —

Major League Baseball
might follow the NHL and
make its players available
for the 2028 Summer
Olympics, Commissioner
Rob Manfred said Tuesday
during a meeting with
baseball writers.
Manfred said he has spo-

ken with owners and Casey

Wasserman, president of
the Los Angeles Olympic
Organizing Committee,
about the possibility of
bringing the sport back
after it was dropped follow-
ing the Tokyo Games in
2021.
“I sat with Casey last

week, we’re talking about
what can be done,” Man-
fred said.

See Change page 7

By DAVID WHARTON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES — With all the

tumult surrounding the 2024
Summer Olympics — problems
both large and small — it isn’t
entirely surprising that Parisians
have threatened to stage a “poop

protest.”
Their anger focuses on a plan

to have triathletes and marathon
swimmers compete in the Seine
River, which has been fouled by
sewage and trash for centuries.
It didn’t help when Mayor

Anne Hidalgo offered to take a
dip in the iconic waterway. A web-

site with a poop emoji as its mas-
cot sprang up to coordinate hun-
dreds, if  not thousands of  people
defecating along the banks on the
day of  her swim.
While it remains to be seen if

the mayor — and her constituents
— will make good on their respec-
tive pledges, the Paris 2024 organ-

izing committee has plenty more
issues to address. With the open-
ing ceremony less than two weeks
away, the list includes budget
increases and worrisome poll
numbers, a government investi-
gation and political upheaval
both at home and abroad.
None of  this means the Games

are doomed. Paris will offer a
stunning backdrop with beach
volleyball at the foot of  the Eiffel
Tower and equestrian events at
Versailles. These will be the first
post-pandemic Games, promising
big crowds and a buzz in the
streets.

See Paris page 7

Paris facing many messes as Olympics nears

Change can
come to baseball


