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Norma Brumbaugh, 92,
Portland

Morgan Smitley, 30, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  79 degrees Sunday.
The low was 59.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
scattered showers and thun-
derstorms with a low in the
mid 60s. Expect mostly sunny
skies Wednesday with a high
in the lower 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County Personnel
Committee will meet at 1 p.m.
Wednesday in the auditorium
at Jay County Courthouse.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay County Rede-
velopment Commission meet-
ing.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Unemployment shot up
again last month.

Jay County’s unem-
ployment rate went up by
0.6 percentage points in
June according to esti-
mates the Indiana
Department of  Work-
force Development
released Monday.

The local unemploy-
ment rate came in at
4.5%, tied with Clay,
Elkhart, Kosciusko,
Madison and Wabash
counties.

The mark was up just
over half  a percentage
point from the previous
month and 1.4 percentage
points from June 2023.

The local rate has been
on a roller coaster this
year, climbing to 4.1% in
February and then trend-
ing back toward 3% over
the next two months
before climbing again in
May and June. The 4.5%
mark is the highest for
the county since the 2020
spike related to coron-
avirus pandemic shut-
downs.

Unemployment has
been gradually trending
upward in Indiana and
nationwide. In Jay coun-
ty, unemployment ranges
since the coronavirus
pandemic hit are as fol-
lows:

•2020 — Peaked at
19.6% in April before
falling to 3.1% in Decem-
ber

•2021 — Between 2%
and 3.8%

•2022 — Between 2.2%
and 3.1%

•2023 — Between 2.6%
and 3.5%

•2024 (so far) —
Between 3.2% and 4.5%

See Rate page 2

By CLIFF VENZON
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Manila and Beijing said they
reached a “provisional arrange-
ment” on resupply missions to a
Philippine military outpost in
the South China Sea that’s been
at the center of  escalating ten-
sions between the nations.

The Philippines’ Foreign
Affairs Department said in a
statement on Sunday that it had
“reached an understanding”
with China on the resupply of
its troops stationed at the BRP
Sierra Madre in the Second
Thomas Shoal, and that “both

sides continue to recognize the
need to de-escalate the situa-
tion.”

The deal covered “humanitar-
ian resupply of  living necessi-
ties,” China’s Foreign Ministry
said early Monday, adding the
two sides “agreed to jointly
manage differences on mar-
itime issues and work for de-
escalation.”

Neither side provided exact
details of  the agreement.

The tentative deal adds to
signs that both sides are open to
defusing tensions that hit a high
point last month when a Philip-
pine sailor lost a thumb as sea
clashes escalated. Last week,
media reported that the two
countries were planning to ele-
vate a sea dispute hotline to the
offices of  Presidents Xi Jinping
and Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
their foreign ministers.

The BRP Sierra Madre, a
World War II-era vessel beached
on the shoal, has been a flash-
point between the countries in
recent months.

Philippines, China
reach interim deal

By SEEMA MEHTA
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — The
day that catapulted Kamala
Harris to within striking
distance of  becoming the
Democratic nominee for
president of  the United
States was marked by a
flurry of  phone calls.

Harris had multiple
phone conversations with
President Biden prior to
his announcement Sunday
morning that he was end-
ing his reelection bid,

according to a person
familiar with Harris’ activ-
ities on Sunday. The
announcement, which he
released on X, rocked the
political world and came

after growing calls that he
not seek a second term
after a disastrous debate
performance against Don-
ald Trump.

From there, Harris

spoke to more than 100
Democrats, including
members of  Congress, gov-
ernors and labor and civil
rights leaders, the source
said.

“On each of  those calls,
the vice president made
clear that she was
extremely grateful for the
president’s endorsement
but plans to work hard to
earn the Democratic
nomination in her own
right,” according to the
source.

Monday is Harris’ first
full day campaigning for
president, and she is
expected to continue try-
ing to unify the party
around her.

See Harris page 2

Harris makes case for nomination

Unemployment
increased
to 4.5%

last month

Rate
highest
since
2020

Vice president seeks to secure support
following President Biden’s withdrawal

Remi
reach

Remi Chilcoat, 4, jumps
into the arms of her aunt
Kiera Stump during Fort
Recovery’s National Night
Out festivities Sunday at
Ambassador Pool.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Agreement covers
‘humanitarian

resupply of living
necessities’

Fifth in Muncie
The Jay County High School

Marching Patriots placed fifth in Saturday’s
Spirit of Sound contest at Muncie Central.
Pictured above, the baritone section,
including Joseph Boggs (left) and Jensen
Avery (second from left) march across the
field Saturday night. At right, Cierra Smith
whips a king-themed flag over her head.
JCHS scored 65.65 points to trail Muncie
Central (73.325), Kokomo, Anderson and
Richmond.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Continued from page 1
Unemployment was up

throughout the region in
June, with Adams County
(a percentage-point
increase) and Delaware
County (a 0.8-percentage-
point increase) hit the
hardest.

Indiana’s rate climbed
by 0.4 percentage points in
June to 4.4%. The rate was
3.5% in June 2023.

Gibson County had the
lowest unemployment rate
in the state for the fifth
month in a row, tying
Daviess County at 3.4%.
Seven counties were tied
at 3.5%.

Fayette County posted
the highest unemploy-
ment rate in Indiana,
climbing to 6.2%. Howard
and Lake counties were
next at 6% and 5.9%,
respectively. Eleven of  the
92 counties had rates of
5% or higher.

Adams County: 4%, up 1
percentage point, tied for
35th-lowest

Blackford County: 5%,
up 0.4 percentage points,
tied for ninth-highest

Delaware County: 5.5%,
up 0.8 percentage points,
fifth-highest

Jay County: 4.5%, up 0.6
percentage points, tied for
29th-highest

Randolph County: 4.6%,
up 0.2 percentage points,
tied for 23rd-highest

Wells County: 3.6%, up
0.3 percentage points, tied
for 10th-lowest
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Norma J. Brumbaugh, Port-
land, Nov. 5, 1931-July 20,
2024. Services will be at 11
a.m. Wednesday in the Green
Park Cemetery Chapel in
Portland.

Morgan J. Smitley, Port-
land, April 23, 1994-July 17,
2024. Services will be at
10:30 a.m. Tuesday at Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home,
100 N. Washington St.,
Geneva.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es. 

Today
Smitley, Morgan: 10:30 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Wednesday
Bowers, Debra: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Brumbaugh, Norma: 11
a.m., Green Park Cemetery
Chapel, Portland.

Thursday
Steed, Wayne: noon, MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
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Obituaries
Continued from page 1

As Biden’s news spread, Harris
quickly began to win the backing
of  many of  the top people in her
party.

Though Democrats have said
they will have an open contest to
select their nominee, many of  the
party’s leaders have endorsed Har-
ris, including Govs. Gavin New-
som of  California, Roy Cooper of
North Carolina, Kathy Hochul of
New York, Janet Mills of  Maine,
Phil Murphy of  New Jersey, Jared
Polis of  Colorado and Josh
Shapiro of  Pennsylvania, as well
as Sens. Laphonza Butler and Alex
Padilla of  California, Tammy
Baldwin of  Wisconsin, Bob Casey
of  Pennsylvania, Catherine Cortez
Masto of  Nevada, Chris Coons of

Delaware, Mark Kelly of  Arizona,
Kirsten Gillibrand of  New York
and John Hickenlooper of  Col-
orado.

There are also indications of
spikes in fundraising since the
announcement.

Biden’s announcement ends
weeks of  hand-wringing among
party leaders who urged him to
leave the race after a disastrous
debate performance last month
left many Democrats fearing he
was too old for office and unable to
defeat former President Trump.

“I believe it is in the best interest
of  my party and the country for
me to stand down and to focus sole-
ly on fulfilling my duties as presi-
dent for the remainder of  my
term,” Biden said in a statement.

He will address the nation later
this week, he said.

In his initial statement, Biden
did not endorse Harris but later
threw his support behind her in a
post on X.

“My very first decision as the
party nominee in 2020 was to pick
Kamala Harris as my Vice Presi-
dent. And it’s been the best deci-
sion I’ve made. Today I want to
offer my full support and endorse-
ment for Kamala to be the nominee
of  our party this year. Democrats
— it’s time to come together and
beat Trump. Let’s do this,” Biden
wrote.

In her own statement, Harris
thanked Biden for his “extraordi-
nary leadership.”

“I am honored to have the Presi-

dent’s endorsement and my inten-
tion is to earn and win this nomi-
nation,” she said. “I will do every-
thing in my power to unite the
Democratic Party — and unite our
nation — to defeat Donald Trump
and his extreme Project 2025 agen-
da.”

Through his wins in Democratic
primaries and caucuses in U.S.
states and territories, Biden
amassed nearly 4,000 party dele-
gates who were pledged to vote for
him to be the party nominee at the
Democratic National Convention,
which is scheduled to begin Aug. 19
in Chicago.

His departure from the race
means those delegates are now free
to pick another candidate. They
are not pledged to Harris.

Harris ...

Rate ...

Intimidation
A Portland man was

arrested Sunday for
intimidation.

Edvin W. Gonzalez, 21,
447 S. Meridian St., was
preliminarily charged
with a Level 6 felony for
the alleged crime, along
with a Class A misde-
meanor for domestic bat-
tery.

He was being held on a
$4,000 bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Probation violation
A Portland man was

arrested Thursday for
violating his bond.

Joshua A. Meckstroth,
35, 116 E. Arch St., Port-
land, pleaded guilty in
Jay Circuit Court to non-
support of  a dependent, a
Level 6 felony. 

He was sentenced to
two years in Jay County
Jail with all but four
days suspended and
placed on probation for
two years. A petition
alleging he violated the
conditions of  his proba-
tion was filed in court
July 3. 

Meckstroth was
released on a $750 bond
from Jay County Jail.

Felony 
arrests
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Showing sheep
Jay County High School senior Mallory Winner shows her

sheep Sunday in the Show Arena at the Randolph County 4-H Fair.

Wednesday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Personnel Committee,
auditorium, Jay County
Courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

Thursday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Commis-
sion, auditorium, Jay
County Courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, Jay County Court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.86
Aug. corn .................3.90
Wheat ......................4.73

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.93
Aug. corn ................3.93
Sept. corn.................3.83

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.83
Aug. corn ................3.83
Beans ......................11.25

Aug. beans..............11.25
Wheat ...................... 4.97

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.80
Aug. corn ................3.77
Beans ......................11.19
Aug. beans..............11.06
Wheat ......................5.02

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.82
Aug. corn ................3.82
Beans ......................11.17
Aug. beans..............11.07
Wheat ......................4.73

In 1868, the 14th
Amendment, which guar-
antees citizenship for all
those born or naturalized
in the United States, was
ratified.

In 1885, President
Ulysses S. Grant, who
commanded the Union
Army as a general during
the Civil War, died at the
age of  63.

In 1892, Haile Selassie
I was born Tafari Makon-
nen near Harer, Ethiopia.
Selassie served as emper-
or of  Ethiopia from 1930
to 1974, bringing the
country into the United
Nations.

In 1995, the Hale-Bopp
comet was discovered by
Thomas Bopp and Alan
Hale.

In 1999, U.S. astronaut
Eileen Collins became
the first woman to com-
mand a space shuttle mis-
sion with the launch of

NASA’s Columbia orbiter.
In 2007, Jay County

Commissioners approved
a request from Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department
to hire Emergency Radio
Service Inc. as its new
maintenance provider
for its 911 system follow-
ing the expiration of  a
contract with EMBARQ
on Sept. 23 of  that year.

In 2011, British singer
and songwriter Amy
Winehouse, a five-time
Grammy Award winner,
died of  alcohol poisoning
at age 27.

In 2021, The Commer-
cial Review received nine
awards during a virtual
announcement from
Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation. The honors
included seven for sports
editor Chris Schanz,
including first place for
best headline writing.

—The CR

CR almanac

84/63 79/58 79/59 82/61 85/69
There’s a

60% chance
of thunder-
storms on
Wednesday
when the high
will be in the
80s.

Sunday’s
forecast
looks to be
mostly sunny,
with the low
sticking in
the upper
60s.

Another
day of sun is
expected Sat-
urday. The
high may
reach around
82 degrees.

Thursday’s
weather also
shows a
chance of rain.
Otherwise,
mostly sunny.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon for
Friday, when
the low may
dip into the
50s at night.

Wednesday
7/24

Thursday
7/25

Friday
7/26

Saturday
7/27

Sunday
7/28

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$102 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$279 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-1-4
Daily Four: 0-1-1-4
Evening
Daily Three: 1-8-3
Daily Four: 0-9-3-8
Quick Draw: 6-12-22-

32-34-38-41-45-46-58-59-63-

68-70-71-72-73-74-76-77
Cash 5: 3-32-34-36-44
Estimated jackpot:

$105,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-1-1
Pick 4: 1-1-5-2
Pick 5: 9-4-7-1-2
Evening
Pick 3: 2-4-0
Pick 4: 3-0-0-8
Pick 5: 4-5-2-7-4
Rolling Cash 5: 14-24-

27-35-36
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000



By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

In a perfect world, we would-
n’t need child care for our
daughter.

But we’re living in anything
but a perfect world. So instead,
we’re OK spending a little bit
more for convenience.

The impending opening of  a
new child care facility in the
former Judge Haynes Elemen-
tary building will give Port-
land a boost in its need for
more child care. More than 200
miles north, us Saginaw and
Mid-Michigan residents are
feeling the same pressures —
there just aren’t enough
vacancies.

Our search for future care
began with an inquiry on
Facebook months before Baby
Schanz was even born. The
suggestions came pouring in,
only making our search for the
right fit more difficult.

Whose input do we trust?
Which place is the cheapest?
Which is closest? Which has
more benefits? Are there even
any openings?

Our first criteria in choos-
ing a place was the price. Sure,
as the old saying goes, “You get
what you pay for,” but we need-
ed to be certain we weren’t
overpaying for care  — and
could actually afford it.

I was on a hybrid work
schedule in that our six-mem-

ber marketing department
only had to be in the office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Chrissy and I were looking for
something that could accom-
modate my schedule and only
have outside care two days a
week.

The first place we looked at
together was about 15 minutes
away from where we lived in
Saginaw, and it was on the way
during Chrissy’s commute to
work. It was in an older build-
ing — much like Judge Haynes
— and the interior showed its
age. We weren’t sold on it dur-
ing our tour based on our first
impression.

The second location came
highly recommended by one
of  my closest friends, Bri. Her
input was one I could certain-
ly trust; I’d put my family in
her hands if  I had to.

This place would have added
10 to 15 minutes to my morn-
ing commute. Because of
scheduling, Chrissy went on
the tour without me. Her feel-
ings from the tour put this

location at the top of  our short
list of  places. And we were
content with it staying there.

Our search was over. 
Or so we thought.
As I left the office and

walked toward the parking lot
one day after work, a new sign
appeared at the building
across from our office.

It was a child care center, a
second location for an outfit in
the nearby small town of
Frankenmuth.

Construction crews had
been in and out of  that build-
ing for months with not a sin-
gle inclination of  what would
be making it its new home.

Chrissy made a phone call,
set up a tour, and I met her
there one day during my lunch
hour.

Could we be so lucky?
We hadn’t even finished the

tour, nor did we know all of
the benefits and amenities, but
Chrissy looked at me with a
gleam in her eye and whis-
pered, “This is the place.”

Diapers are included with
tuition. Food will be too (once
our child gets to the age of  eat-
ing solid foods) as they have an
on-site kitchen. Compared to
where we first envisioned tak-
ing our child, it costs $10 more
per week.

But did I mention it’s literal-
ly across the street from where
I work?

Say less!
The only “issue” with the

place is it has a three-day min-
imum. But adjusting my work
schedule to be in the office
three days a week instead of
two was just a matter of  mak-
ing the drive each Wednesday.

Piece of  cake.
This is the eighth week of

taking Baby Schanz to day
care, and it’s been an absolute
breeze. The Procare app lets us
know when she has diaper
changes, when she eats and
when she naps. We get photos
and messages telling us she’s
in a happy mood, she’s had her
first nosebleed or experienc-
ing her first rash.

It’s been nothing short of
amazing.

I can make a sacrifice or
two to save $10 per week to
ensure our baby gets the best
care while we’re at work.
Maybe it’s one less lunch out
with a coworker, less coffee
or fewer afternoon energy
drinks.

If  that’s what it takes, we
can get it done.

Because sometimes it pays
to spend a little more for con-
venience.

••••••••••
Chris Schanz is a former CR

Sports Editor embarking on a
new journey as a father. You can
reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.com.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance

C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth Tues-
day of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the

Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-

ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a Chinese man
born in the United States. 

My girlfriend, whom I’ve yet to
meet in person, lives in China and
is 24 years younger than I am. (I
live in California.) 

We’re awaiting approval of
paperwork with the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Service. We
have both been divorced twice.

She has a grown son (single) in
his 30s in Japan. My two children
are in their 50s and self-sufficient.

We both are Christian and edu-
cated. Her English proficiency is
fair to good. I’m a physician; she’s
a teacher. We are kind, gentle,
patient people. 

We plan to meet and, hopefully,
marry. She would relocate to the
U.S., and I might continue to work
part time. From what I’ve told you,

how would you rate our chances of
marital success? — HOPING FOR
THE BEST

DEAR HOPING: Are you
ABSOLUTELY certain that this
woman is who she says she is?
Many people have been duped
by someone they met on the
internet. Have you discussed
this with your adult children,
who might be more tech-savvy?
(I hope so!) 

You and this woman have
never seen each other in person
and have no idea what the
chemistry between the two of
you would be like. 

When she arrives, take suffi-
cient time to get to know each
other, observe each other in
various situations (including
stressful ones) and figure out
whether your personalities and
lifestyles mesh. Because of
these unanswered questions, I
think your chances of  success
are about 50-50.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Run a half-page 
color ad in 
ALL FOUR 

of our 
newspapers:
The Commercial 

Review (Portland), 
The News-Gazette 

(Winchester),
The News Times 

(Hartford City) and 
The News and Sun 

(Dunkirk),

for 
$550

Rates do not apply to special sections.
Ads must run in July.

Call (260) 726-8141
or email 

ads@thecr.com
Space for color is limited.

Ads will automatically
convert to black and white if 
color space is not available.

Community Calendar

Online couple prepare to meet, wed

It pays to spend more for convenience

 EXPLORE   

CATHOLIC 
 

Why Be Catholic?  
 

An informal discussion on the topics of the widely  
popular book Why We re Catholic  by Trent Horn, 

who recently joined the Catholic Church.  
Hosted by Fr. Peter Logsdon of the Catholic Churches of Jay 

and Randolph County 
 
 

 Considering Becoming Catholic? 
 Want to Know More about the Catholic 
faith? 

 Just Curious or Interested in this topic? 
 

 

    THURS, July 25TH 

 
BUFFALO WINGS-N-RINGS in Portland @ 7:00 PM 

Dear
Abby

Parental
Ponderings

By DEB BALZER
Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

Summer vacation for kids is
well underway. Finding activi-
ties to keep the kids busy and
destinations to visit can be on
many parents’ lists. There is one
place Mayo Clinic’s Dr. Steven
Maher hopes they don’t have to
visit — and that’s the emer-
gency medicine department.

From wearing bike helmets
to keeping kids hydrated, Dr.
Maher says there are a few
things you can do to help keep
kids safe during summer play.

Learning to ride a bike — it’s
something many kids look for-
ward to. Ending up in the emer-
gency department is not.

“Bicycle injuries are com-
monly seen among children.
And one of  our key preventive
measures for that are bicycle
helmets,” said Maher.

Wearing a well-fitted helmet
every time is important.

And not just the kids, every-
one can reduce the risk of  head
and brain injuries in the event
of  a crash by wearing a bike
helmet.

Consider sun safety as well.
Put on sunscreen.

And don’t forget to keep the
water flowing.

“They should drink lots of
water, plenty of  it. And once
they get into the second or
third bottle of  water, they can
start adding in something like
an electrolyte drink,” Maher
said.

Keep kids
safe outside
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To the editor:
As I campaign in the large ter-

ritory of  State House District 33,
I talk to a lot of  people. 

One thing that seems to be very
common is that there are a lot of
people upset about their property
taxes going up over the past few
years, but nobody seems to
understand why. After some in-
depth research through many
sources, I have finally learned
enough of  the basics to explain
what happened to our property
taxes, what has been proposed to
fix the problem and what has
been done.

The first thing to take note of
is that the Indiana Constitution
caps property tax at 1% for home-
steads, 2% for other residential
and farmland and 3% for other
property.

Properties are given a thor-

ough reassessment every four
years and rise incrementally in
the other three years by the rate
of  inflation. This is done by the
county assessor per the guide-
book set by the legislature.

In 2013, there was a court case
from Lake County which was
decided by the Indiana Supreme
Court which required the Indi-
ana legislature to assess property
values based on “market value.”
Around 2016, the legislature
passed the difficult calculus for-
mulas to determine market

value. The legislature was 70-30
Republican in the House and 41-9
Republican in the Senate.

In 2020, interest rates dropped
to keep the economy moving dur-
ing COVID. This allowed people
to pay more for a house at the
same payment, so market value
increased greatly. This is the
cause for the assessment values
going up. The four-year “true-up”
of  assessments for all properties
has now happened.

The great increase in the
amount of  tax owed for their
properties has caused quite a
pinch on people’s pocketbooks.
What has been done to help prop-
erty owners from the skyrocket-
ing payments?

The Republican supermajority
in the legislature claims to be
doing everything they can to
keep property taxes low. They

passed legislation which gives
seniors a break (if  they don’t
receive other breaks). They
passed legislation raising the cap
on assessment value for disabled
veterans (even though this did
not expand the number of  veter-
ans benefitting from the new
cap). They gave a break for gaze-
bos and swimming pools. In
other words, very few people
have been given property tax
relief.

The Democrats in the legisla-
ture offered legislation in 2023 to
revise the complicated calculus
for calculating market value so
that we don’t underfund our local
governments and schools. In the
meantime, they wanted to give
every homestead a $56,000 home-
stead exemption (meaning up to
$560 off  your property tax bill if
you are taxed up to the 1% cap

rate). The Republican superma-
jority tabled these proposals in
committee and never gave them a
hearing. 

We need to hold our legislators
accountable to the people. With
the supermajority the Republi-
cans have held in the Indiana leg-
islature for the past decade, they
have no incentive to provide
relief  to their struggling citizens.
They know that many people will
just vote for them by voting for
one party and not considering
that there are other candidates
who want to help their situation.
Property taxes are just one issue
you should be considering when
you vote this November.

John Bartlett
Hartford City
(Editor’s note: Bartlett is a can-

didate for state representative in
District 33.)

Property taxes are one key issue

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
Indianacapitalchronicle.com

One of  the most dis-
heartening things I saw fol-
lowing the failed attempt
to assassinate Donald
Trump was a concentrat-
ed, days-long social media
flogging of  a female U.S.
Secret Service agent.

Social media users
clipped shots of  her from
video, spread them and
commented on her hair,
height, weight and nerves.

It was a pile-on like I
have rarely seen.

But the biggest comment
in the posts has been about
“DEI,” which stands for
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. Commenters wrote
that the agent got her job
only through efforts to
diversify the Secret Serv-
ice.

I don’t know her name or
any of  her qualifications.
And neither does anyone
else. The assumption that
she isn’t qualified simply
because she is a woman is
wrong and upsetting.

She ran up on that stage
amid gunfire to protect
Trump with her life. She
did her job and she — not
the shooter — has become
a target for hurtful rheto-
ric.

Yes, she fumbled while
holstering her gun as the
motorcade pulled away.
But I can’t even imagine
the adrenaline coursing
through her veins
moments after protecting a
presidential candidate
from violence that claimed
the life of  another.

And it’s just the latest
example of  pushback on
DEI.

Take a stroll through
social media, columns and
other commentator quips.
Essentially if  you aren’t
white or a man, the first
response is to throw DEI
around.

It’s a hurtful assumption
that these people haven’t
earned their positions
through qualifications and
hard work.

I, for one, am heartened
to see women in leadership
positions. It’s easy to tell
someone anything is possi-
ble. But it is far more real-
istic if  a child can see a
person that looks like them
doing just that.

For instance, Indiana
Supreme Court Chief  Jus-
tice Loretta Rush recent-
ly announced she will seek
another term leading Indi-
ana’s court system and I
couldn’t be happier.

No one better say DEI
about her.

Rush has led with dis-
tinction, serving the

cause of  justice for more
than 40 years as both an
attorney and jurist.

When she was appoint-
ed to the Indiana
Supreme Court, Indiana
was one of  only two states
without a woman on the
court. That is despite
being half  the population.
Additionally, she is only
the second woman to ever
hold a position on the
state’s top court.

Rush’s position means
something to women —
that they can reach the
top of  their chosen fields
despite challenges that
men don’t face.

The National Center for
State Courts reports that
this year, 21 states have
female chief  justices; in
2019, 16 did. The number
of  states with over 40%
female justices increased
from 34 in 2023 to 35 in
2024, and those with over
50% increased from 13 in
2023 to 15 in 2024.

Women have served as
governor in 32 states but
not here in Indiana. So
far, the position of  lieu-
tenant governor seems to
be the ceiling.

Diversity isn’t a bad
thing, and it doesn’t mean
a person isn’t qualified.
And, here’s a crazy
thought, often the person
is even better. Not
because of  their sex or
race but because of  their
skills. We are giving them
an opening and they are
seizing it. They aren’t DEI
hires. They are hires.
Period.

Of  course, standards
should not be lowered to
make that happen. But
reaching out to encourage
people of  all genders,
race, religion and age to
apply for positions is sim-
ply giving more people a
chance.

Expanding the pool of
candidates is the best way
to get to diversity. And
once there let a person’s
work ethic, talent and cre-
dentials win the day.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle, has covered the Indi-
ana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Diversity is
a good thing

By FRANK BARRY
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Former President Donald
Trump’s decision to select Ohio
Senator J.D. Vance as his running
mate reminds me of  the Seinfeld
episode in which Jerry falls hard
for a woman and eventually realizes
why: She’s just like him.

Trump doesn’t want another
goody two-shoes like Mike Pence
hanging around the Oval Office and
telling him he can’t, say, steal an
election. He wants a mini-me, and
Vance fits the bill perfectly. Well,
almost perfectly.

Vance’s evolution from calling
Trump “cultural heroin” to becom-
ing a Trump junkie has been much
dissected. But an important aspect
of  how their bromance blossomed
is being overlooked.

The most obvious explanation for
Vance’s about-face — sheer craven-
ness — is impossible to ignore. The
only way for Vance to win the 2022
Ohio Senate primary was to go from
decrying Trump to, as Trump put it
when he endorsed him, “kissing my
ass.” Trump drives the GOP bus,
and Vance knows that those who
don’t get on board get run over.

Vance denies this, of  course. He
lays out his own explanation for the
change of  heart in an interview
with Ross Douthat of  the New York
Times, where he attributed his
epiphany to the public reaction to
his book, Hillbilly Elegy. After
becoming a household name among
people very much like himself  —
well-educated and well-to-do Trump
opponents in both parties — he felt
he was being used by them to
assuage their concerns, rather than
challenge their assumptions. And
so he rebelled.

I don’t doubt the sincerity of  that
rebellion. Conventional wisdom
among elites can be suffocating.
But there is something else at work,
too.

When I was beginning to write a
book about what holds America
together, I went back to look at Hill-

billy Elegy, which had disappointed
me. Don’t get me wrong: It’s a
worthwhile read. Partisanship
shouldn’t keep people from it. But
the dog-eared pages and underlined
passages in my copy reminded me
what bothered me about it.

In short: Vance’s mission was to
explain “them” (hillbillies) to “us”
(elites). Achieving that mission
required supplying answers about
how they are different from us. And
so at various points, Vance posi-
tions aspects of  the Appalachian
mindset as unique when, in fact,
they are quite common, if  not uni-
versal.

He writes, for instance, that “the
feeling that you have little control
over your life and a willingness to
blame everyone but yourself  … is
distinct from the larger economic
landscape of  modern America.”
Really? That feeling of  powerless-
ness can be as present in urban
neighborhoods as it is in rural
areas.

Vance cites a social science paper
suggesting “that hillbillies learn
from an early age to deal with
uncomfortable truths by avoiding
them, or pretending better truths
exist.”

Yet that kind of  avoiding and pre-
tending is part of  human nature
and runs throughout American his-
tory. Ask Jews whose ancestors
never talked about the Holocaust,
or Black Americans who quietly
suffered through Jim Crow and dis-
crimination, or any other group
that has faced pain and tragedy.

Vance cites the phrase “too big
for your britches” to suggest that
hillbillies who achieve success are
uniquely subject to shaming about

forgetting their roots. Yet city kids
who escape poverty can hear simi-
lar taunting, and Black Americans
have long heard a harsh version of
it, having their success labeled
“selling out.”

There are other instances that fit
the same pattern — seeing differ-
ences where commonalities exist,
and trying to localize sentiments
that are widespread. And so rather
than challenging people’s assump-
tions, as Vance hoped to do, his
book played into them.

In trying to highlight divides that
don’t exist, or exaggerate their size,
Vance was showing an early sign of
his later turn to divisive rhetoric.
Because it wasn’t just Vance’s view
of  Trump that changed. So did his
tone.

When he decided to run for Sen-
ate, Vance morphed from a good-
natured explainer to a scorched-
earth warrior, trading persuasion
for provocation, civility for bom-
bast, and independent analysis for
hyper-partisan trolling and finger-
pointing.

If  Trump wanted to run on unity
after he was nearly assassinated, he
might have picked a less polarizing
figure, like Doug Burgum, Tim
Scott, or Marco Rubio, or one of  his
Republican critics, like Nikki
Haley. Instead, he wanted a mini-
me.

“Now I know what I’ve been look-
ing for all these years,” Jerry says
to Kramer in explaining his love for
his new girlfriend. “Myself ! I’ve
been waiting for me to come along!
And now I’ve swept myself  off  my
feet!”

Jerry eventually tires of  his
mini-me, as he recognizes that self-
love has its limits. It’s hard to see
that happening with Trump. Should
he win, the selection of  Vance —
and his predilection for inflaming
us versus them division — will be a
preview of  the government to come.

••••••••••
Barry is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist and member of  the edito-
rial board covering national affairs.

Trumpism was there all along
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

A local bank continued
its streak as a top farm
lender.

The American Bankers
Association recently
named First Bank of
Berne as a Top 100 Farm
Lender in the nation.

It marked the fourth
consecutive year that the
bank has earned the
honor.

The Top 100 list is com-
piled by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration and is determined
by farm loan value.

“We are proud that the
American Bankers Associ-
ation has recognized First
Bank of  Berne as one of
the top ag lenders for the
fourth year in a row,” said
Jayde Ketring, First Bank
of  Berne agribusiness
banking manager, in a
press release. “Of  course, I
must give credit to our
wonderful team of  knowl-
edgeable and experienced
ag bankers, who make it
their mission every day to
exceed our customers’
expectations. Enabling
local farms and agribusi-
nesses to achieve their
goals is what we love
doing.”

Edwards awarded
The American Public

Gardens Association’s
Executive Garden Leaders
Community recently hon-
ored Minnetrista Museum
& Gardens associate direc-
tor of  horticulture James
Edwards with the Gerry
Donnelly Future Leader
Award.

Edwards started his
career as a gardener at

Minnetrista. He has placed
a focus on creating access
to horticulture and engag-
ing the community
through innovative and
sustainable practices.

“James has consistently
demonstrated his commit-
ment through his diligent
work and innovative
approaches not only on
our campus, but through-
out Community,” said
Minnetrista president and
CEO Brian Statz in a press
release. “His passion for
creative problem-solving
and steadfast commitment
to personal and profession-
al growth distinguish him
as a leader here at Min-
netrista,” he said. “By
empowering our staff  to
attend workshops, confer-
ences, and educational
programs, we ensure that
our team stays at the fore-
front of  industry trends
and best practices.”

Bottles added
Ardagh Glass Packaging

– North America has intro-
duced a new series of  12-
ounce craft beverage bot-
tles.

The bottles are available
in emerald green, flint and
amber glass. They are
designed and manufac-
tured in the United States
and utilize 100% recycla-
ble glass.

“Ardagh Glass Packag-
ing continues to focus on
developing its portfolio of
American-made glass bot-
tles to offer craft beverage
producers increased flexi-
bility for packaging their
products,” said Ardagh
vice president of  beer and
beverage Rashmi Markan
in a press release. “The
new, 12-ounce craft bever-
age series of  bottles com-
plement a wide variety of
craft beverages, offering
brand differentiation with
a trusted, sustainable
glass bottle that fully pro-
tects the flavor of  the bev-
erage.”

Ardagh has glass manu-
facturing facilities in
Dunkirk and Winchester.

Job fairs set
The United States Postal

Services is hosting a series
of  job fairs this month.

The job fairs are
designed to make postal
service staff  available to
provide information and
answer questions about
open positions. Applica-
tions are submitted online
at usps.com/careers.

Job fairs in the area are
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Thursday, July 25, at
the following locations:

•205 S. Main St., Bluffton
•106 S. Ogden St., Ossian
•130 N. Meridian St.,

Winchester

Training scheduled
ServSafe training is held

at John Jay Center for
Learning in Portland.

The next session is
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday, July 30. 

Additional sessions are
set for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesdays Aug. 20, Sept. 24,
Oct. 29 and Nov. 26.

The certification course
is open to all food service
employees and empha-
sizes safe food- and bever-
age-handling practices to
minimize the risk of  food-
borne illnesses.

For more information,
or to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Newly named
Stephanie Michaels has

been named as the new
director of  programming
for Muncie’s Cornerstone
Center for the Arts.

Michaels previously
served as curator of  pro-
grams and collections
management at the Ander-
son Museum of  Art. She is
a graduate of  Ball State
University.

“Working at an art
museum for the past 10
years has been an amazing
experience, but being able
to add dance and music
back into the mix is a
dream,” said Michaels. “I
look forward to working
and being a part of  the
community I live in. One
of  my goals is to make all
of  the arts more accessi-
ble and to encourage cre-
ativity and exploration.
Cornerstone has unlimit-
ed potential, and I am
excited to help be a part of
its growth and positive
impact on Muncie and our
surrounding communi-
ties.”

Applications open
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce is accepting
applications for the Indi-
ana Best Places to Work
in Manufacturing 2024
awards.

Manufacturers can reg-
ister for the program at
bestplacestoworkmanu-
facturingin.com. For
more information, email
answers@workforcerg.co
m or call (281) 602-5004.

The deadline is July 26.

Job fair scheduled
A job and resource fair

is scheduled for 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6, at
Ivy Tech Culinary and
Conference Center, 2820
N. Meridian St., Indi-
anapolis.

The event will include
various resources,
including assistance with
resumes. More than 70
vendors will be on hand.

Market returns
Indiana Grown and the

Indiana Farmers Market
Community of  Practice
will hold Indiana’s Ulti-
mate Farmers Market
again this year.

The event is a contest
that allows customers
across the state to vote for
their favorite farmers
market in an effort to
encourage local engage-
ment and statewide
recognition. To nominate
a farmer’s market, visit
infmcp.org between now
and Friday, July 26.

Voting will run from
July 29 through Aug. 11,
with winners announced
Aug. 13.

“The Indiana's Ulti-
mate Farmers Market

allows for communities to
support their local farm-
ers market by voting for
their favorite,” said
Christina Ferroli, Indi-
ana Farmers Market
Community of  Practice
program coordinator, in a
press release. “Not only
can consumers show sup-
port of  their favorite
farmers market, but by
voting, it helps others dis-
cover local products.”

Courses offered
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce will offer a
pair of  OSHA general
compliance courses in
August.

A 10-hour course will
be held Aug. 20 and 21. A
30-hour course will run
Aug. 20 through 23. The
courses will result in two
to four credits toward
Safety Compliance Spe-
cialist Certificates.

The chamber is also
offering a Safety Leader-
ship Principles seminar
Sept. 19 and 20 in Indi-
anapolis. The seminar
will focus on helping
attendees improve their
skills related to worksite
analysis, accident investi-
gation, the impact of
stress on safety, key per-
formance indicators and
employee involvement.

For more information,
call or email (800) 824-6885
or events@indianacham-
ber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Bank named to Top 100 list again

By KYLE STOCK
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

On April 16, piloting an elec-
tric vehicle through the north of
North Dakota became far less
fraught. That’s when a new fast-
charging station switched on at a
Simonson Station Store gas sta-
tion in Minot, close to a Red
Wing boot shop.

Zero-emission drivers around
El Paso, Texas, can also rest easi-
er thanks to two new stations up
the road in Deming, New Mexi-
co. So can anyone heading down
the Gulf  Coast by Mobile, Ala-
bama, where a new bank of
chargers started pumping elec-
trons May 2 in Robertsdale,
down the street from Buster’s
Southern Pit BBQ.

America’s EV charger deserts
continued to vanish in the sec-
ond quarter, as a motley array of
networks switched on 704 new,
public fast-charging stations, an
increase of  9% in three months,
according to a Bloomberg Green
analysis of  Department of  Ener-
gy data. There are now nearly
9,000 public, fast-charging sites
in the U.S.

At the current pace, public
fast-charging sites will outnum-
ber gas stations in the U.S. in
about eight years — but charger
momentum is only expected to
accelerate. North American
operators will spend a collective
$6.1 billion on charging infra-
structure this year, nearly dou-
ble their 2023 investment,
according to BloombergNEF
estimates. That annual spend is
expected to double again by 2030.

“We’re seeing demand for fast
charging skyrocket,” said Sara
Rafalson, executive vice presi-
dent at EVgo Inc., which oper-
ates almost 1,000 stations in the
U.S. “We’re continuing to build
bigger and bigger stations
because we need to keep up with
that demand.”

EV cords are increasingly
being added by retailers eager to
attract the nearly 10% of  U.S. car
buyers who are plugging into
battery-powered vehicles. Gas
station operators, in particular,
are jumping on the electron
bandwagon. In the second quar-
ter, Shell debuted 30 new charg-
ing stations, while Enel opened
11, Pilot Travel Centers opened

eight and another seven showed
up at Flying J rest stops, accord-
ing to the federal tally.

“We’re getting past a turning
point where fueling stations and
convenience stores are really
seeing the value proposition,”
said Sam Houston, senior vehi-
cles analyst at the Union of  Con-
cerned Scientists. “It’s a very
welcome turn from how they
were behaving in the regulatory
space even as recently as a cou-
ple years ago.”

U.S. Bank also sees EV charg-
ing as business development: It
switched on chargers at 39
branches in California in the sec-
ond quarter. Meanwhile, Waffle
House added charging cords to
the parking lots at two of  its
Florida restaurants.

While much has been made of
a slowdown in EV demand in the
U.S., retailers have good reason
to consider chargers a customer
magnet: More and more drivers
are going electric. In April, the
International Energy Agency
estimated that U.S. sales of  fully
electric vehicles will soar to 2.5
million in 2025, from 1.1 million
last year.

EV charging sites are expanding rapidly

Business
roundup

General Motors/Tribune News Service

General Motors Co.’s new Plug and Charge service
allows electric-vehicle drivers to plug in their vehicle as a DC
fast-charging station and automatically be charged to the
owner’s EVgo account. At the current pace, public fast-charging
sites will outnumber gas stations in the U.S. in about eight years
— but charger momentum is only expected to accelerate. 
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60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial

Review CALL

726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JULY

27TH, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD.  67

PORTLAND, IN
APPLIANCE-MODERN
FURNITURE-GARAGE

ITEMS
Amana side by side
refrigerator, Frigidaire

kitchen stove, GE Wash-
er and gas Dryer, small
kitchen appliances, 4pc,
3pc, 2pc, full sized bed-
room suites complete, 3
cushion sofa with reclin-
ers - leather and suede.
Patio sets, Pet cage, (2)
Salt Dog pickup truck
salt spreaders, MB
Power broom with

Kohler 8.5 engine, Toro
CCR 2450 Snowblower
(2) patio heaters, grill
and other liked items. 
OWNER: IU HEALTH

JAY
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages,
Nights & Weekends
Southside in Coldwater
Ohio 419-678-3715  
DENTAL ASSISTANT
Dunn Family Dental Care
is looking for a profes-
sional, friendly, detail ori-
ented full time new staff
member. Radiology
license required. benefits
include paid vacation,
paid sick days, retire-
ment benefits and more.
Drop off resume at 110
West North Street, Port-
land or email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.com  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
MDK # 24-008997
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NO. 38C01-2405-MF-000008

CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC
Plaintiff,

vs.
Joel R. Posner

Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUIT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO:  Joel R. Posner:
BE IT KNOWN, that CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC, the above-named
Plaintiff, by its attorney, Nicholas M. Smith, has filed in the office
of the Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court its Complaint against Defendant
Joel R. Posner, and the said Plaintiff having also filed in said Clerk’s
office the affidavit of a competent person showing that the resi-
dence and whereabouts of the Defendant, Joel R. Posner, upon dili-
gent inquiry is unknown, and that said cause of action is for default
on the promissory note and to foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing described real estate in Jay County, State of Indiana, to wit: 

A part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 24 North,
Range 13 East, more accurately described as follows:
Beginning at a 5/8 inch rebar marking the Northeast corner of the
Northeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 24 North, Range 13
East, thence South 02 degrees 33 minutes 14 seconds West (as-
sumed bearing) on the East line of said quarter section 400.19 feet
to a 5/8 inch rebar; thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 52 seconds
West parallel with the North line of said quarter section 435.12
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar; thence North 02 degrees 33 minutes 14 sec-
onds East parallel to the East line of said quarter section 400.19
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar on the North line of said quarter section;
thence south 89 degrees 12 minutes 52 seconds east 435.12 feet to
the point of beginning. containing 4.00 acres, more or less.
commonly known as 4559 West 400 North, Portland, IN 47371.

NOW, THEREFORE, said Defendant is hereby notified of the filing
and pendency of said Complaint against them and that unless they
appear and answer or otherwise defend thereto within thirty (30)
days after the last notice of this action is published, judgment by de-
fault may be entered against said Defendant for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

Dated Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
Nicholas M. Smith (31800-15)

Stephanie A. Reinhart (25071-06)
J. Dustin Smith (29493-06)

Chris Wiley (26936-10)
Attorneys for Plaintiff

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
P.O. Box 165028

Columbus OH  43216-5028
Telephone:  614-220-5611
Facsimile:  614-220-5613

Email:  sef-nms@manleydeas.com
CR 7-16,23,30-2024 HSPAXLP- HSPAXLP
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√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today      
Friday

Portland Rockets vs. Jasper Reds in
NABF Regionals at Carrington – 12 p.m.

Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jack-
ers in NABF Regionals at Carrington – 5
p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — International friendly bas-

ketball: Germany vs. USA (FS1)
7:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Atlanta Braves (Bally Indiana)

Wednesday
9 a.m. — Olympic Soccer: Morocco

U23 vs. Argentina U23 (USA)
12:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds

at Atlanta Braves (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — Olympic Soccer: United

States U23 vs. France U23 (USA)
7:05 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at

New York Yankees (ESPN)

Local notes
Season tickets for sale

Jay County High School began selling
season tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets
can be purchased during office hours
from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot
Pass (for those 65-and-older) cover all
high school and junior high events. The
former costs $105 while the latter is
$60.

For just high school events, High

School Adult Super Tickets ($80) and
Senior Super Tickets for those 65-and-
older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports
Pass, good for 12 games at $50, boys
basketball season passes for $50 and
football season passes for $25. 

Swiss Days Race next
The next race scheduled for the

Adams County Challenge Series will be
the Swiss Days Race. The race that

takes place in Berne is being held on
Saturday, July 27 at 8:15 a.m.

The race is a 5K, or kids can partici-
pate in a one-mile course. To sign up,
visit
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foun-

dation Golf Classic is set to be held on
Sept. 13 at Wabash Valley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for
$400, with tee times at either 7:30 a.m.

or 1 p.m.
Included are an 18-hole round of golf,

a best, non-alcoholic beverages, a cool-
er bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare
scholarships and community health. For
more information, contact Kim Trombley
by emailing kim.tormbley@adamshealth-
network.org or by calling (260) 724-
2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

By SHELBY SWANSON
The News & Observer (Raleigh)
Tribune News Service

RALEIGH, N.C. — Piper Hamp-
sch, like many, watched from the
outside as the ACC expanded its
membership beyond the Eastern
Time Zone for the first time.

But for Hampsch, a former
Duke field hockey goalie and the
chair of  the ACC 2023-24 Student-
Athlete Advisory Committee, the
expansion was more than just a
seismic change in the makeup of
the conference — it was a stark
reminder of  how athletes’ voices
can often be sidelined in major
decisions.

“I was never, never a part of  it,”
Hampsch said, “Which is defi-
nitely interesting to me being
like, what some would say, the
highest ranking student-athlete
in the conference.”

As the ACC celebrates adding
SMU on July 1, with Stanford and
Cal to join on Aug. 2, many ath-
letes expressed excitement.

Others, though, are frustrated
by the increased travel and miss-
ing classes. The answers to their
resulting questions have been, at
times, absent.

In an effort to address athletes’
concerns, the conference initiat-
ed several campus visits last fall
following the Sept. 1, 2023 vote to
admit SMU, Cal and Stanford.
ACC commissioner Jim Phillips,
associate commissioner Shelby
McKay and other conference rep-
resentatives spoke with college
athletes across several campuses.

Elise Byun, a former Cal gym-
nast and chair of  the Pac-12 Lead-
ership Team, recalls speaking to
Phillips last fall.

As part of  what she called an
‘honest conversation’ with
Phillips, she voiced her concerns
about scheduling two-meet week-
ends, where teams travel east and
have meets on Friday and Sunday
of  the same weekend.

For some athletes, it was too lit-
tle, too late.

SAAC serves as “the collective
voice for our nearly 10,000 stu-
dent-athletes.” Yet, at this year’s
annual ACC spring meetings,
Hampsch and fellow SAAC repre-
sentative Christopher Holliday
were the only athletes physically
present out of  more than 150
attendees, highlighting a discon-
nect between SAAC’s purpose
and its execution.

Hampsch was excited to put
ACC SAAC’s mental health pro-
posal, two years in the making,
up to a vote. She said it was tabled
ten minutes before the 2024 ACC
spring meetings closing session.

“For them to use you in a the-
atrical, performative way is real-
ly frustrating,” Hampsch said.
“Because on a ground level, you
do a ton of  work, and you connect
student-athletes, and you have
these plans. And at the end of  it,
you didn’t get asked about expan-
sion, your [mental health] propos-
al got shut down, like it is just
frustrating.”

‘I was never, never part of
it’

Holliday, a former Tar Heel
defensive back and UNC SAAC
chair, said the ACC realignment
vote was unexpected for a lot of
athletes.

“It was kind of  made more
from the administrative level,
which I think a lot of  student-ath-
letes are frustrated by,” Holliday
said. “Because at the end of  the
day, it’s affecting a lot of  student-
athletes and our input wasn’t
really taken into consideration.”

The main frustrations, said
Holliday, stemmed from initial
uncertainties regarding the logis-
tics of  travel schedules and their
specific implications for athletes.

“They could answer more so,
what the impact would be to the
conference level and to the TV
revenue, but not necessarily the

minute impacts of  the student-
athletes,” he said.

ACC schools are already sub-
ject to far-flung travel, but now,
games in Dallas and California
will become part of  the regular
season. In October, for instance,
N.C. State men’s soccer will tra-
verse 2,800 miles — both ways —
to play a single conference game
against Stanford.

Holliday, Hampsch and other
SAAC representatives agreed
Phillips and conference adminis-
trators have effectively reached
out to athletes since the vote. Still,
the effort has largely been
retroactive.

Jack Carter, who served as ACC
SAAC Chair from 2022-23, under-
stands athletes’ frustration. But
realignment is an inherently
tight-lipped process between uni-
versity chancellors and presi-
dents and, as the former Boston
College long-distance runner put
it, “these things are all driven by
money.”

“The Pac-12 was, for lack of  a
better word, falling apart,” Carter
said. “We had these schools that
fit our academic profile — which
is huge thing in my mind with the
ACC — and Commissioner [Jim]
Phillips went out and got them.
More props to him and his team.”

‘It’s a tough issue’
Long-distance runner Liam

Anderson emailed Stanford ath-
letic director Bernard Muir last
August, emphasizing two priori-
ties amidst realignment: compet-
itive conference membership
and accommodating extended
travel schedules.

“We thought it was more
important to be having access to
that higher level of  competition
than it was to be, you know, not
traveling across the country,”
Anderson, the former co-presi-
dent of  Stanford SAAC, said.

Realignment will undoubtedly
increase travel for West Coast
teams in an East Coast-dominat-
ed league. For instance, Cal foot-
ball will travel 20,720 miles in
2024, covering nearly 83.2% of
the Earth’s circumference over
five away games.

Athletes from 11 ACC schools
and 10 sports, speaking to The
News & Observer, commonly
expressed concerns about miss-
ing classes due to excessive trav-
el. This issue is compounded by
varying accommodations across
institutions and even among pro-
fessors.

According to UNC Faculty
Athletics Representative Lissa
Broome, professors should pro-

vide traveling athletes “a reason-
able opportunity to make up that
work.”

“I think one question mark is,
what does that mean?” Broome
said. “That’s where it differs
from class to class, and how pro-
fessors interpret it. It’s a tough
issue.”

Of  the nine schools that
responded to The N&O’s emails
this week, none are changing
academic accommodations due
to realignment with most saying
travel requirements for their
respective institutions weren’t
shifting drastically.

As a general rule, schools
already give athletes priority in
choosing their class schedules.
Missing class while on the road
for games is considered excused
because such activity falls under
official university business.

Florida State spokesman Dou-
glas Walker said the school is
considering expanding its test
proctoring guidelines to allow
tests, exams and quizzes that
may be required during extend-
ed travel. But no final decision
has been made.

League newcomers Cal and
Stanford were among the schools
that did not respond to the
N&O’s request for comment
while Virginia Tech and Notre
Dame officials both said they
“respectfully decline” to com-
ment or participate in the report-
ing.

‘Not enough athletes
made enough noise’

Anderson feels his West Coast
companions “are not that wor-
ried” right now.

“I don’t think it’s something
that’s really on the minds of  ath-
letes every day,” Anderson said.
“Folks are training. Folks are
worried about the day-to-day of
being an elite college athlete and
less so the logistics of  getting to
a game six months from now.

“That’ll probably change pret-
ty quick.”

Peyton Barish, who ran long
distance at N.C. State, wrote a
thesis on the impacts of  ACC
realignment. He said decisions
like this are made “all too often”
without athlete input. In his
opinion, “not enough athletes
made enough noise.”

“As there becomes a push for
greater and greater voices for
college athletes within athlet-
ics,” Barish said, “athletes need
to start thinking really seriously
about what they would do with
that sort of  power and what they
would make better.”

Athletes voice concerns with ACC
Conference added SMU July 1, will add Stanford and Cal on Aug. 2

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Jared C. Tilton

The ACC logo on the court during a practice session ahead of the first round of the
NCAA men's basketball Tournament at Greensboro Coliseum on March 16, 2023, in
Greensboro, North Carolina.
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lb

l/

Shaved
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Rump
Roast
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Sports
Tuesday, July 23, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Reds continue their series
against the Braves today,

see Sports on tap

FORT WAYNE — The
opening game of  the tour-
nament resulted in a forfeit
before the weekend started
off  strong for the Rockets
as the offense was firing on
all cylinders.

As the Rockets started to
work through the opposi-
tion, their offense began to
wane, but good defense and
pitching kept them going.

All of  it came together
for a three-run win in the
championship against the
Kekionga.

The Portland Rockets
went 4-0 over the weekend
to claim the 2024 Carring-
ton Red Tournament with a
5-2 victory over Northeast
Kekionga in the champi-
onship game.

The Rockets (17-14)
passed the opening round
on Friday night after the
Fort Wayne Blues didn’t
have enough players to
compete.

They finally got into
action on Saturday with a 7-
4 win over the Fort Wayne
Renegades. A four-run
fourth inning made the dif-
ference.

Sam Dunalvy got hit by a
pitch to get the first runner
on base before back-to-back
singles by Noah McEl-
downey and Dylan Bram-
mer loaded the bases.
Kenny Bailey added his
own base hit that scored
two runs. Bailey swiped
second base and Brammer
scored on a throwing error.
The final run of  the inning
crossed via a sacrifice fly by
Joel Kennedy.

Camden LaFuze earned
the win after tossing 6 ⅓
innings giving up three
earned runs on five hits

and five walks. He also
struck out eight batters.

The next two games were
a lot closer as Portland took
down the South Bend Roy-
als 2-0 on Saturday after-
noon and the Fort Wayne
Jackers 1-0 Sunday morn-
ing.

The Rockets’ first run
against the Royals came in
the second inning on an
infield hit by LaFuze. They
added a second when Mitch
Waters’ single to the right
half  plated Bailey.

Brammer earned the
win with the complete
game. He only gave up one
hit and two walks while
striking out batters 13
times.

Garrison Brege deliv-
ered the pitching gem for
Portland’s victory over the
Jackers. He only gave up
two hits and two walks
while going the distance.

His only offensive sup-
port came in the second
inning when LaFuze again
delivered an infield single
to score a run.

After going down 1-0 to
the Kekionga in the third
inning, the Rockets
stormed back with a four-
run fifth.

Brege opened up the scor-
ing with a solo home run to
tie the game. A pair of  sin-
gles by Jared Holley and L
Rogers and a walk by McEl-
downey loaded the bases.
Brammer and Bailey both
walked to drive in runs
before the fourth came in
on Kennedy’s single.

Tyler Reynolds earned
the win after giving up one
earned run in six innings,
before Brammer closed the
game out with the save.

Rockets take
Carrington Red
championship

Photos provided

Major accomplishments
Above are the yearly awards winners for the Portland Junior League Major softball

division. From left are Rookie of the Year Kendall Beaty, Co-Miss Softball Erin Aker, Co-Miss Softball
Emily Young, Co-Miss Softball Jadalyn Plessinger and Sportsmanship award winner Adria Roessner.
Below is regular season and tournament champions All Circuit.

By PETER SBLENDRIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Four more MLB greats
became part of  forever on
Sunday afternoon in Coop-
erstown, New York, where
Adrián Beltré, Todd Hel-
ton, Joe Mauer and Jim
Leyland were officially
inducted into the National
Baseball Hall of  Fame.

All four members of  the
Class of  2024 reflected on
their stellar careers, alter-
nating between moments
of  levity and emotion dur-
ing their speeches at a 2.5
hour ceremony at the
Clark Sports Center in
upstate New York.

Beltré became a first-
ballot Hall of  Famer,
receiving 95.1% of  the
votes from the Baseball
Writers’ Association of
America to recognize a 21-
season career in which he
recorded 3,166 hits, 477
home runs and 1,707 RBI
and won five Gold Gloves
at third base.

The fun-loving Beltré
spent seven seasons with
the Dodgers; five with the
Mariners; one with the
Red Sox; and his final
eight with the Rangers,
with whom he is pictured
with in his Hall of  Fame
plaque.

During his speech, Bel-
tré recalled playing second
base during his youth in
the Dominican Republic,
until he agreed to switch
positions with his team’s
third baseman.

“I immediately fell in
love with that position,”
Beltré said. “I loved every
challenge of  playing third
base. I was hooked. Those
hot shots, slow ground
balls, bunt plays, I couldn’t
get enough of  them.”

A funny moment saw
Beltré, who notoriously
hated having his head
touched, get surprised on
stage by David Ortiz, who
snuck behind him and
touched his head.

Beltré made his MLB
debut in 1998, a year after
Helton played the first of
his 17 seasons, all with the
Rockies.

A career .316 hitter, Hel-
ton led the majors with a
.372 average, 147 RBI, 59
doubles and a .698 slugging
percentage in 2000 to earn
the first of  five All-Star
selections.

The lefty-swinging Hel-
ton’s 2,519 hits, 369 home
runs, 1,406 RBI and 592
doubles all rank first in
Rockies history. He won
three Gold Gloves as a first
baseman.

“My family purchased a
VCR for the sole purpose
of  me watching this 15-
minute video of  Rod
Carew on ‘The Baseball
Bunch.’ He was talking
about hitting the ball the
other way,” Helton said,
referring to the 1991 HOF
inductee who also hit left-
handed.

“It was literally the only
video we owned, and I
must have watched it a
million times.”

Helton received 79.7% of
the BBWAA votes in his
sixth year on the ballot,
putting him past the
required 75% threshold.

Before his MLB career,
Helton played quarterback
at Tennessee, where he
overlapped with Peyton
Manning in 1994.

“Being the quarterback
sandwiched between
Heath Shuler and Peyton
made my decision to pur-
sue baseball easier,” Hel-
ton joked.

Helton was briefly man-
aged by Leyland, whose
lone season with the Rock-
ies came in 1999. Leyland
was better known for his
work with Pirates from
1986-96; the Marlins, whom
he won the 1997 World
Series with and also man-
aged in 1998; and the
Tigers from 2006-2013.

Leyland went 1,769-1,728
(.506) during his 22 seasons

as an MLB manager and
won Manager of  the Year
honors three times.

Long before he became
Detroit’s manager toward
the end of  his career, Ley-
land spent his first 18
years in pro baseball as a
minor-league player and
coach in the Tigers organi-
zation.

“Managing in the
minors can be tough
because you have to
release players and shatter
their dreams of  ever
becoming a big leaguer,
and I knew that because I
was one of  them,” Leyland
said. “On the other side of
that spectrum, it is so
rewarding because you get
the chance to tell a player
he’s going to the big
leagues.”

The Contemporary Era
Committee voted Leyland
for the hall in December.
Leyland is not affiliated
with a specific team on his
plaque.

Leyland’s managerial
tenure in Detroit meant
sharing a division with
Mauer, whose 15 MLB sea-
sons all came with the
Twins from 2004-18.

Considered among the
greatest catchers in MLB
history, Mauer won three
batting titles, including in
2009, when he hit a career-
best .365 en route to AL
MVP honors.

Mauer won three Gold
Gloves and hit .306 in his
career. He was on 76.1% of
the BBWAA ballots, mak-
ing him this year’s other
first-ballot Hall of  Famer.

“As tough as it is to get
into the National Baseball
Hall of  Fame, it might be
just as tough to sum up
what this game, this honor
and this moment truly
mean to me,” Mauer said.

CC Sabathia, Ichiro
Suzuki and Felix Hernan-
dez are among the former
players set to become eligi-
ble for the first time on the
2025 ballot.

Four inducted into
Baseball Hall of Fame


