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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  82 degrees Tuesday. The
low was 63.

Tonight’s low will be in the
upper 50s. Expect sunny skies

Friday with a high around 80.
Highs are expected to be in the
80s Saturday and Sunday as well.

For an extended forecast, see
page 2.

The Swiss Days festival
kicked off  today in Berne and
will run through Sunday.
Activities include rides with
Vertical Advantage Helicop-
ters Friday and Saturday, the
parade at 4:30 p.m. Saturday
and performances of  The
Music Man at 7 p.m. Friday
and 2:30 p.m. Sunday at South
Adams High School.

Friday — Dunkirk Junior
League is planning a revival
this fall.

Saturday — Photos from
the Fort Recovery marching
band ice cream social.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Portland man accused
of  committing rape has
pleaded to a lesser charge.

Life T. Farley, 20, 118 W.
2nd St., pleaded guilty Fri-
day in Jay Circuit Court to
criminal confinement with
moderate bodily injury, a
Level 4 felony. The charge
was reduced from a Level 3
felony for criminal confine-
ment resulting in serious
bodily injury. 

Farley had been facing a
Level 1 felony charge for
rape when compelled by
force or imminent threat of
force resulting in serious
bodily injury, which in
Indiana carries a 20-to 40-
year sentence. The charge
was dismissed as part of
the plea agreement filed
Friday.

Other charges — a Level
5 felony for domestic bat-
tery resulting in serious
bodily injury and a Level 6
felony for domestic battery
committed in the presence
of  a child younger than 16
years old — were also dis-
missed.

According to informa-
tion filed in connection
with the case, Farley
allegedly “did knowingly
or intentionally have sexu-
al intercourse or other sex-
ual conduct” with a woman
on or around Feb. 9, with
court documents also alleg-
ing Farley punched,
slapped and kicked the
woman all over her body. 

See Pleads page 2

Swift
evening

Elsie Gibbs (left), 10, looks up
from cutting moss Tuesday during Jay
County Public Library’s “A Night for the
Swifties.” Gibbs and others decorated
candles with moss at the station
themed after Taylor Swift’s eighth
album, Folklore. Additional stations
themed after Swift and her albums
were sprinkled across the library. Nine-
year-old Clara Gossage (below) colors
a paper guitar at another station.
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Rape and
other charges
dismissed as
part of plea
agreement

Farley
pleads
to a
Level 4
felony

By ROSHAN SEDHAI
dpa
Tribune News Service

KATHMANDU, Nepal —
At least 18 people have
been confirmed dead after
an airplane crashed in
Nepal on Wednesday,
police said.

Shortly after take-off,

the plane, belonging to the
domestic carrier Saurya
Airlines, veered to the
right and crashed on the
side of  the runway at Trib-
huvan International Air-
port (TIA) in Kathmandu,
the civil aviation authority
said in a statement.

The aircraft with 19 peo-

ple on board was bound for
the tourist town of
Pokhara, around 200 kilo-
meters north-west of  the
capital city.

The chief  of  airport
security said the bodies of
18 people have been recov-
ered. “One crew member
is seriously injured and is

receiving treatment,” he
told dpa.

He added that all those
aboard were employees of
the same airline. “All 19 on
board were staff  of  Saurya
Airlines and were going to
Pokhara for maintenance
work,” he said.

Security personnel and

airport firefighters
reached the crash site
within minutes and
worked to extinguish the
flames and rescue any sur-
vivors.

TIA General Manager
Jagannath Niraoula said
that it is still unclear how
the accident happened.

Nepal plane crash leaves 18 dead

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s reserves will hit a
post-pandemic low after years of
above-average returns due large-
ly to a Medicaid forecast miss
of  nearly $1 billion, according to
fiscal statements released Tues-
day.

Budget writers typically aim
for reserves to be between 10%
and 12.5% of  current year expen-
ditures, and the 2024 fiscal year
closed out this month with $2.6
billion in reserves — or 11.9% of
expenditures. That amount will
drop even further next year.

Indiana Comptroller Elise
Nieshalla credited the reserves to
the state’s “long-standing conser-
vative stewardship,” adding that
“a slight increase in income and a
solid return on investments fur-

ther support(ed) our strong finan-
cial position.”

“Indiana’s healthy reserves
and standing as the 7th lowest
debt per capita state showcases
our high level of  fiscal responsi-
bility, especially during a time
when our country is facing a
national debt crisis,” Nieshalla
said in a release. “As a lead finan-
cial officer for our state, I see the
national debt at nearly $35 trillion
as the greatest looming threat to
Indiana’s robust economy.”

However, the 2025 fiscal year is
projected to have reserves that
are 10.4% of  expenditures, or $2.3
billion — the second-lowest
reserves percentage in the last six
years. Indiana’s reserves dipped
to an unprecedented 8.6% of
reserves, or $1.4 billion, in 2020
when Indiana delayed tax collec-
tions during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

COVID-19 relief  from the feder-
al government — both to state cof-
fers and to individual Hoosiers —
boosted reserves to a high of  $6.1
billion in the 2022 fiscal year,
or $34.9% of  the state’s expendi-
tures. High reserves in both 2021
and 2022 triggered automatic tax-
payer refunds and lawmakers
made large, one-time payments
toward pension liabilities and
capital projects.

See Reserves page 2

Reserves projected
at post-pandemic low

Egg
battle

Kelsey Sisco, 10, and
Jacob Sisco, 8, of Dunkirk
balance eggs on their
spoons as part of the
Battle of the Barns race at
Randolph County Fair on
Tuesday. The fair held just
south of Winchester will
continue through Friday.

State closed
fiscal 2024

with total of
$2.6 billion
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Continued from page 1
The documents also say

he confined her without
her consent.

A no-contact order
between the woman and

Farley was issued in
court Feb. 29.

He was arrested Feb. 16
and preliminarily
charged with domestic
battery, a Level 6 felony.
The additional charges —
rape, criminal confine-
ment and a second
domestic battery charge
— were added to his case
when it was filed in court
Feb. 26.

Prior to pleading, a
jury trial for Farley’s
case had been slated for
Aug. 12, 13 and 14. His
sentencing hearing is
now scheduled for 3:30
p.m. Aug. 14.

In Indiana, the sen-
tence for a Level 4 felony
ranges between 2 to 12
years, with an advisory
sentence of  six years.
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SUUUUUPER
ADVERTISINGDISCOUNTS
Run a half-page color ad

in all four of our newspapers
The Commercial Review (Portland), the News-Gazette (Winchester),

The News-Times (Hartford City) and The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

for $550.
Space for color is limited. Ads will automatically

convert to black and white if color space is not available.

Rates do not apply to special sections
Ads must run in April

Call (260) 726-8141
or email ads@thecr.com

 EXPLORE   

CATHOLIC 
 

Why Be Catholic?  
 

An informal discussion on the topics of the widely  
popular book Why We re Catholic  by Trent Horn, 

who recently joined the Catholic Church.  
Hosted by Fr. Peter Logsdon of the Catholic Churches of Jay 

and Randolph County 
 
 

 Considering Becoming Catholic? 
 Want to Know More about the Catholic 
faith? 

 Just Curious or Interested in this topic? 
 

 

    THURS, July 25TH 

 
BUFFALO WINGS-N-RINGS in Portland @ 7:00 PM 

JANITORIAL 
POSITION

Taking applications for janitorial 
position for the Redkey Park Cabin. 

Application can be picked up at
the Redkey Town Hall.

Thursday
Steed, Wayne: noon, MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Pleads ...

Continued from page 1
Prior to 2020, the 2019 fiscal

year closeout was 13.9%, or $2.2
billion, and state analysts at the
time projected the state would
stay near that number for 2020
and 2021.

“Those of  you who have been
covering this for some time prob-
ably find the revenue report and
the closeout statement rather bor-
ing because we’re sort of  landing
back into our traditional patterns
— unlike what happened during
the pandemic,” said Cris John-

ston, the director of  the Indiana
Office of  Management and Budg-
et. 

Acting State Budget Director
Joseph Habig said that “good fis-
cal stewardship and prudent
budgeting” were “culturally
ingrained” in Indiana, with
“decades … of  historic results”
demonstrating the state’s dedica-
tion to spending less than it col-
lected in revenues.

“That common sense discipline
ensured that Indiana was able to
maintain a $421.2 million annual

surplus and total combined bal-
ances in our general fund
reserves at $2.5 billion,” Habig
said. “Our vision is to ensure that
Indiana’s priorities are funded
not just today, but also tomor-
row.”

Indiana’s revenues for the 2024
fiscal year totaled $21.48 billion,
slightly below the forecasted $21.5
billion. In terms of  major rev-
enue sources, Indiana missed the
mark on collecting corporate
income taxes — which makes up
roughly 5% of  revenues — by

$182 million but made up the dif-
ference in unexpected interest
revenues of  $179 million plus
other smaller income streams,
such as surplus lottery revenue. 

“Corporate income tax is the
most difficult tax type to predict,”
Johnston said, noting that every
company handles its taxes differ-
ently. “Also, it can be influenced
by very large taxpayers … but
also financial institution taxes.
So it is difficult to pinpoint and
we’ve seen those variances over
the years.”

But future costs remain
murky, especially with the ever-
increasing Medicaid budget and
ongoing tax reform discussions.
Legislators are entering the sec-
ond year of  intensive delibera-
tions to determine whether
Indiana can afford to further cut
— or even eliminate — the
state’s income tax, which sits at
3.15%. 

••••••••••
This story was edited for

length. To read the full version, go
to indianacapitalchronicle.com.

Reserves ...

Methamphetamine
Several people were sentenced in

Jay courts to serve time for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine.

Jaleesa J. Hampshire, 36, 411 E.
Walnut St., Portland, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced to one
year in Jay County Jail with all but
120 days suspended and given four
days credit for time served. Hamp-
shire was fined $25, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution, interdic-
tion and correction fee. She was
placed on house arrest for 116 days
and on probation for 245 days. As
part of  her plea agreement, a Level
6 felony for maintaining a common
nuisance, a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia were dismissed.

Rebecca L. Keener, 49, 311 E.
Henry St., Farmland, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced to 545
days in Jay County Jail with all but
270 days suspended and given 10
days credit for time served. Keener
was assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. She was ordered to sub-
mit to an evaluation within 30 days
of  her sentencing for substance
abuse counseling and placed on pro-
bation for 275 days. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  parapher-
nalia was dismissed.

Daniel R. Meadows, 52, pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court to pos-
session of  methamphetamine, a
Level 5 felony. He was sentenced to
three years in Indiana Department
of  Corrections and given credit for
time served. Meadows was assessed
$189 in court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee. He
was recommended for purposeful

incarceration, meaning upon com-
pleting a substance abuse treatment
program, the court would consider
modifying his sentence. As part of
his plea agreement, a Level 6 felony
for unlawful possession of  a syringe,
a Class A misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a Class A
misdemeanor for possession of
paraphernalia were dismissed. 

Rusty J. Keener, 49, 311 East
Henry St., Farmland, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to 545 days
in Jay County Jail with all but 44
days suspended and given 14 days
credit for time served. He was
assessed $189 in court costs, ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and correction fee
and ordered to submit to an evalua-
tion within 30 days for substance
abuse counseling. Keener was
placed on probation for 501 days. As
part of  his plea agreement, a Class
C misdemeanor for possession of
paraphernalia and a Class A infrac-
tion for driving with a suspended
license were dismissed.

Billie J. Caylor, 43, 622 W. High St.,
Portland, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6 felony.
She was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail and given 328 days
credit for time served. Caylor was
fined $25, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, interdiction and
correction fee.

John A.E. Fields, 25, 637 North
Elm St., Dunkirk, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6 felony.
He was sentenced to 545 days in
Indiana Department of  Correction
with 208 days suspended and given
208 days credit for time served.
Fields was fined $25, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee. He was
ordered to submit to an evaluation

within 30 days for substance abuse
counseling and placed on probation
for 337 days.

Brian P. Jordan, 46, 1016 W Abbott
St., Muncie, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6 felony.
He was sentenced to 545 days in Indi-
ana Department of  Corrections with
all but two days suspended and given
two days credit for time served. Jor-
dan was assessed $189 in court costs,
fined $1 and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution, interdic-
tion and correction fee. He was
ordered to submit to an evaluation
within 30 days for substance abuse
counseling and placed on probation
for 543 days. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia were dismissed.

Jennifer N. Hunt, 38, pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced to 18
months in Indiana Department of
Correction and given credit for time
served. Hunt was assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution, interdic-
tion and correction fee. As part of
her plea agreement, her charge was
lessened from a Level 5 felony, and
two Level 6 felonies for neglect of  a
dependent and unlawful possession
of  a syringe were dismissed.

Matthew A.C. Bishop, 37, 129 W
Pleasant St., Dunkirk, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to 545 days
in Indiana Department of  Correc-
tion with all but 20 days suspended
and given 20 days credit for time
served. Bishop was fined $1, assessed
$189 in court costs and ordered to pay
a $200 drug abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee. He was
placed on probation for 525 days.As
part of  his plea agreement, a Class C
misdemeanor for possession of  para-
phernalia was dismissed.

Felony court news

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$114 million

Mega Millions
3-9-14-26-51
Mega Ball: 21
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$306 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-0-7
Daily Four: 7-3-1-8
Quick Draw: 8-12-19-

21-23-27-33-34-39-43-47-
48-51-57-65-67-69-70-73-75

Evening
Daily Three: 7-0-0
Daily Four: 9-3-6-4
Quick Draw: 6-9-19-20-

23-24-25-31-40-46-47-49-55-
56-60-61-67-69-77-80

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-5-7
Pick 4: 9-2-8-0
Pick 5: 8-6-8-3-5
Evening
Pick 3: 3-9-4
Pick 4: 8-2-4-9
Pick 5: 6-0-4-5-2
Rolling Cash: 17-20-22-

23-29
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1814, British
troops halted a Canada
invasion near Niagara
Falls led by United
States general Jacob
Brown in the Battle of
Lundy’s Lane amid the
War of  1812. 

In 1898, United States
forces led by general
Nelson A. Miles invaded
Puerto Rico during the
Spanish-American War.

In 1935, Barbara Har-
ris was born in
Evanston, Illinois. Har-
ris, an American Tony
Award winner and
Broadway star, Harris
was nominated for mul-
tiple Golden Globe
awards, as well as an
Academy Award for best
actress in a supporting
role in “Who Is Harry
Kellerman and Why is
He Saying Those Terri-
ble Things About Me?”

In 1956, Tunisia
gained independence
from France. Habib
Bourguiba led the con-

flict leading to its inde-
pendence and became
its first president.

In 1978, Louise
Brown was born in Old-
ham, England. She was
the first human con-
ceived through in vitro
fertilization.

In 1984, Svetlana
Savitskaya became the
first woman to walk in
space as a part of  the
Soviet Soyuz T-12 mis-
sion. She spent 3.5
hours in space testing
tools.

In 2007, Pratibha
Patil, a lawyer and politi-
cian, was sworn in as
president of  India. She
became the first woman
to hold the office and
served as head of  state
for five years.

In 2022, Roger L.
Boyd of  Portland was
sentenced to 53 years in
prison for the Sept. 5,
2020, murder of  James
P. Miller of  Montpelier.

—The CR

CR almanac

80/57 84/62 86/68 87/70 87/68
Friday’s

forecast
shows sunny
skies with
highs in the
upper 70s.

Another
chance of
storms on
Tuesday,
when the
high will be
in the 80s.

Monday’s
forecast
shows a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

Another day
of sun is
expected Satur-
day. Tempera-
tures could
reach as high
as 80.

Mostly
cloudy on Sun-
day. The tem-
perature may
hit the low
80s degrees.

Friday
7/26

Saturday
7/27

Sunday
7/28

Monday
7/29

Tuesday
7/30

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.99
Sept. corn ................3.97
Wheat ......................4.75

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.96
Aug. corn ................3.96
Sept. corn ................3.91

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.92
Aug. corn ................3.92
Beans ......................11.35

Aug. beans..............11.35
Wheat ...................... 4.99

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.89
Aug. corn ................3.86
Beans ......................11.22
Aug. beans..............11.09
Wheat ......................5.04

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.91
Aug. corn ................3.91
Beans ......................11.15
Aug. beans .............11.10
Wheat ......................4.75

Today
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.,   Port-
land.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Redevelopment Commis-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council and Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
court St., Portland.



Arts in the Parks is
offering an art camp next
week.

Art camp, led by Lydia
Rowles, will be held at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place from Monday
through Aug. 2. 

Campers will experi-
ence a wide variety of  art
classes with four different
classes offered each day.

The camp is open to
ages 8 through 15, but it’s
limited to 20 campers.
Lunch and snacks are pro-

vided. Registration is $20.
To sign up, visit
bit.ly/ArtCamp2024. For
questions, visit Arts Place,
call (260) 726-4809 or email
visualarts@myartsplace.o
rg.

Coming to Emens
Cirque Musica Holiday

Wonderland and The Oak
Ridge Boys have been
added to the upcoming
lineup for Emens Audito-
rium at Ball State Univer-
sity.

Cirque Musica Holiday
Wonderland is scheduled
for 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8,
with The Oak Ridge Boys’
American Made Christ-
mas Farewell Tour set for
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
21.

Tickets are on sale now
and are available at tick-
etmaster.com or by call-
ing (765) 285-1539.

Edwards awarded
The American Public

Gardens Association’s
Executive Garden Lead-
ers Community recently
honored Minnetrista
Museum & Gardens asso-
ciate director of  horticul-
ture James Edwards with
the Gerry Donnelly
Future Leader Award.

Edwards started his
career as a gardener at
Minnetrista. He has
placed a focus on creating
access to horticulture and
engaging the community
through innovative and
sustainable practices.

“James has consistent-
ly demonstrated his com-
mitment through his dili-
gent work and innovative
approaches not only on
our campus, but through-
out Community,” said
Minnetrista president

and CEO Brian Statz in a
press release. “His pas-
sion for creative problem-
solving and steadfast
commitment to personal
and professional growth
distinguish him as a
leader here at Min-
netrista,” he said. “By
empowering our staff  to
attend workshops, confer-
ences, and educational
programs, we ensure that
our team stays at the fore-
front of  industry trends
and best practices.”

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay

County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-
nity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
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*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Engine show
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - UNIV*

FRHS fall sports
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - CR*

JCHS fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - CR/NS*

Blackford fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - NT*

Randolph County football
Thursday, Aug. 22 - N-G*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Art camp kicks off next week in Portland

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I have been in a
relationship with “Ben” for 13
years, but I have been to his
parents’ home only twice. I
really love him. We never go
anywhere or do anything
together. He has never given
me a gift for any occasion or
“just because.” Material things
don’t matter to me, but if  he
thought to get me something, it
would make me feel he cares. 

Ben is always gone, and I’m
always alone. He is very self-
ish. How can I help him under-
stand that I have feelings and I
matter as much as he does? —
MISSING SOMETHING IN
MISSISSIPPI

DEAR MISSING: People
demonstrate their feelings
for each other in different
ways. From what you have
written, it appears the man
you have been with for 13
years spends the exact
amount of  time with you
that he wishes, with little to
no regard for your needs. 

You could talk at Ben until
the cows come home, but he
won’t get the message. For
your sake, invest no more
time in this man. Concen-
trate on finding a partner
who is willing to give you
what you need. If  you do,
you’ll have a happier life
than the one you are living
now.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: A friend’s

daughter moved in with me to
attend college so she would not

have to commute. At the time, I
was out of  state with an ill
family member. While I was
away, my bathroom was
repainted without my permis-
sion. Had I been asked, I would
have said NO. 

I, and many others, think
this was totally inappropriate.
It’s still unsettling to me, even
though it happened a couple of
years ago. How do I put this
behind me? — COLOR-COR-
RECTED IN TENNESSEE

DEAR COLOR-CORRECT-
ED: I understand why you
are still seeing red. You
were generous, and your
hospitality was violated.
What the girl did was nervy.
(I hope you made her restore
it to the way it was, but I
suspect you didn’t do that.) 

A way to put this behind
you would be to consider it a
LESSON and, in the future,
before allowing anyone to
stay in your home, establish
a set of  ground rules that
includes “no altering the
premises in your absence.”

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have an

unusual situation and don’t

know what to do. I’ve been
married for 28 years. My hus-
band likes to urinate outside.
We have a patio just outside
our kitchen window, and I
can’t stand the smell anymore. 

Our neighbors have com-
plained to him and have asked
me to make him stop. I have
asked him nicely, I have
begged, I have gotten angry
and I have cried. Nothing
makes him stop. 

Last year, he was arrested for
urinating in a public park.
Please help me figure this out.
— AT THE END OF MY ROPE
IN WISCONSIN

DEAR ‘END’: For some
men, their home is their cas-
tle, and their yard is their
kingdom. Your husband
seems to like marking his
turf  — literally. (Dogs do
this as well.) Because you
can’t make him see reason,
it may be time for your
neighbors to report him to
the authorities for exposing
himself  in public. 

And, between you and me,
that he would urinate in a
public park may indicate
that he’s slipping mentally,
which should be mentioned
to his doctor. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a 47-year-

old woman. I have been with
my partner for 10 years. He
was the most amazing person
in years past, but lately he has
been dismissive, avoids all
emotional topics and is absent

for days off  and on. If  I bring it
up, he borders on abusive. Sud-
denly, he’s belittling me and
making me feel like I’m not the
beautiful person he’s always
proclaimed I was. For my own
sanity, I left him. Now he’s
promising he will have coun-
seling (together and separate-
ly) so that he can get better and
help me understand why he did
a complete 180. Should I
believe him? Should I take
another chance on us? I love
him, but it took so long to heal
that I’m stuck in self-preserva-
tion mode. What should I do —
walk or talk? — FRACTURED
IN ARIZONA

DEAR FRACTURED: You
say you left him — that was
healthy. Some women stay
and tolerate abuse until
their self-esteem is com-
pletely eroded. Because you
still care for him, I vote for
giving him the second
chance he is asking for, BUT
ONLY AFTER THE COUN-
SELING HE HAS PROMISED
IS WELL UNDERWAY. You
deserve not only an apology
but answers for the treat-
ment you received from him.
Do not reconcile until you
have them.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My daughter is

16. She has been with her
boyfriend, who is 18, for a year.
She says she loves him, but she
doesn’t want to go on dates.
She also doesn’t like to give
him hugs (the only type of

affection that is shown). I have
told her it’s OK if  she doesn’t
like him like that, and it’s OK
to not have a boyfriend at all.
She says she doesn’t want to
talk about it. 

I am concerned because this
isn’t normal. He gets to see her
only when she allows him to
come to our house. She could
go weeks without seeing him
and be OK. He is so in love with
my daughter that I don’t think
he will ever end their relation-
ship. I just want her to be
happy, and she doesn’t seem to
be. I try to let her figure things
out herself, but her dad and I
are at a loss. How can we help
her? — SOMETHING’S OFF IN
OHIO

DEAR OFF: You and your
husband should stay out of
this. This is your daughter’s
problem (if  there IS a prob-
lem) to resolve. She may like
this young man only as a
friend, or she may be taking
her time figuring out where
her true feelings lie. Once
she does, SHE will end it. If
her boyfriend (I use this
term advisedly) wants more
than he’s receiving, he will
eventually draw the line
himself.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Taking
Note

Dear
Abby

Longtime partner doesn’t feel like they’re being heard 
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
Back in April, the Indianapo-

lis Business Journal asked the
then five Republican candi-
dates for governor, “What
would you do to boost the econ-
omy of  rural Indiana?"

They gave us all the answers:
education, business invest-
ment, health care, child care,
Main Streets, agricultural
research, unleash entrepre-
neurship and, my favorite,
“maximize the expertise at Pur-
due.”

What do we see when we
believe a place needs a “boost?”
Is it a loss of  population or just
a slower rate of  growth than
other places? Is population the
only factor? And given the
answers above from the candi-
dates, should our actions be dif-

ferent for urban versus  rural
areas?

Where is the need? Population
offers an easy answer. 

In 2020, at the time of  the last
census, 44 Hoosier counties had
fewer people than their peak pop-
ulations. Peaks were determined
from a table of  seven census
years (1900, 1920, 1940 on to 2020).     

Lake County was the biggest
numeric loser, down by 24,300
from its 1980 level of  523,000. But

that was less than a 5% decline in
40 years, an average annual loss
of  607 residents (0.12%). Is that a
crisis?

Compare that to the biggest
percent decline of  44% (12,200
persons) in Vermillion County.
Here the population was 27,600 in
1920, over a hundred years ago.
The annual loss was 122 persons.
Is Vermillion in crisis or has it
adjusted to its reality?

To answer that question, dig
down to the township level.

In Lake County, only three of  11
townships lost population.
Calumet Township dropped
118,900 (56%) of  its residents,
North Township lost 47,400 resi-
dents (23%) and Hobart Town-
ship was down 1,900 (4%). The
other eight townships gained
209,400.

In Vermillion County, each
of  the five townships lost popu-
lation from their respective
peaks. Clinton and Vermillion
townships each lost more than
half  of  their peak populations.

Lake County is an example
of  population shifts resulting
from household income growth
combined with racial/ethnic
bias. Vermillion County is like-
ly the poster child for the loss
of  an industrial base.

What should we do about the
642 Indiana townships (64% of
our 1,008 townships) that
together were 791,400 below
their previous population
peaks? Let it be and just recite
the mantra of  remedies offered
by the GOP hopefuls?

What does each county or
township have or lack to sup-

port economic advances for its
citizens? Possibly improved
transit and/or roads to jobs
elsewhere might be the best
route at this time. But any road
improvement will be fought by
property owners as a danger to
children waiting for school
buses and old folks picking up
the mail.

In fact, anything that facili-
tates change will bring imme-
diate opposition by those who
decry decay yet oppose neces-
sary progressive steps. Rural
or urban restoration is an
admirable goal, but will be a
political nightmare when actu-
ally attempted.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Progress always brings pushback

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Americans had reason
to fear for the future even
before the attempted
assassination of  Donald
Trump. 

One hopes this enormi-
ty, together with respect
for its innocent victims,
will urge elected leaders to
keep the risk of  instability
and political violence
front of  mind. In particu-
lar, campaigns need to talk
less about the evil of  their
opponents and think hard-
er about policy.

Policy did indeed come
up at the Republican
Party’s national conven-
tion this week, but not in a
good way. Energized by the
weekend’s outrage, Repub-
licans celebrated both a
new policy platform and
the choice of  Senator JD
Vance as the former presi-
dent’s running mate.

The choices go together
all too well. Republicans
are shifting toward a new
kind of  inward-looking
big-government conser-
vatism — “national con-
servatism,” as its advo-
cates prefer. Unless some-
thing changes, this
benighted program’s elec-
toral prospects look good.

Ronald Reagan’s Repub-
lican Party stood for mar-
ket liberalism and strong
national defense. The
Trump administration
lacked such guiding prin-
ciples, and relied instead
on the president’s certain-
ty that he knew best. He
settled on protectionism,
unfunded tax cuts with
enormous deficits, chau-
vinistic strutting and a
carelessly transactional
approach to U.S. alliances.
To its shame, the old
Republican Party looked
on impotently, hoping this
would pass.

It didn’t, and the emerg-
ing new party has no
reservations. The choice
of  Vance for vice presi-
dent underlines the point.
Some plausible deputies
might’ve tried to restrain
Trump’s illiberal and nar-
rowly nationalist
instincts. Vance, hence-
forth Trump’s presumed
successor, seems more
likely to fuel them.

He agrees with Trump
that U.S. aid to Ukraine
should be scaled down and
NATO has been allowed to
lean too heavily on U.S.
support: “No, I don’t think
that we should pull out of
NATO, and no, I don’t
think that we should aban-
don Europe,” he has said.
“But yes, I think that we
should pivot.” This under-
mines the alliance that the
old Republican Party rec-

ognized as vital for nation-
al security.

Trump, Vance and the
new platform are also
aligned on domestic policy:
Seal the border and under-
take the largest deporta-
tion program in American
history. Stop outsourcing
and make the U.S. a manu-
facturing superpower.
Build infrastructure.
Rebuild U.S. cities (“mak-
ing them safe, clean and
beautiful again”). Rule out
entitlement reform and cut
workers’ taxes. Whether
Trump sees the contradic-
tions is debatable. Vance
does, and he embraces
them nonetheless.

A former Never
Trumper, Vance has moved
to and fro on policy as elec-
toral math has dictated,
but he seems genuinely
suspicious of  commerce
and private enterprise. He
has blamed worsening fis-
cal shortfalls on trade (“we
shipped millions of  good
jobs to China and other
countries”) and favors
higher taxes on the compa-
nies responsible. He says
immigration suppresses
wages. (It doesn’t.)

No fan of  big tech, he
commends the Federal
Trade Commission’s
aggressive new approach
to antitrust enforcement.
Sean O’Brien, head of  the
Teamsters union, was
granted a prime-time
speaking slot at the con-
vention; he praised Vance
and a “growing group” of
GOP officials for “listening
to unions and standing up
to corporations.”

When it comes to market
forces versus government
intervention, of  course,
the populist right often
agrees with the populist
left. Thanks to the Republi-
can realignment, voters
lose twice over. The
absence of  small-govern-
ment conservatives shifts
economic policy unop-
posed toward ill-conceived
interventions, and cultural
friction between social lib-
erals and social conserva-
tives, which is hard to
assuage, comes to domi-
nate the country’s politics.

America’s political sys-
tem requires a willingness
to tolerate disagreement.
Its prosperity requires
close attention to the
defects of  populist eco-
nomics. The new Republi-
cans have other priorities.

Vance signals a
new conservatism

By STEVEN HILL
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

Since the pandemic, going to the
grocery store has become a jarring
experience. On a recent visit, I packed
my purchased items into my tote bag
and then gawked at the receipt in dis-
belief.

I’m not alone. Griping about the
high cost of  groceries has become
a national pastime. It’s not just a
figment of  our imaginations: Gro-
cery prices have soared nearly
27% since 2020, higher than overall
inflation.

Some consumers have gone into
debt to afford groceries. According to
an Urban Institute analysis, many
families have had to tap credit cards,
savings and payday loans to afford the
essentials.

The standard explanation for these
grocery price increases has been sup-
ply chain disruptions caused by pan-
demic-related labor shortages, rising
fuel costs and droughts.

Certainly those factors have all
played a significant role. But is that
all that’s going on here? Let’s probe a
little deeper.

Concurrent with the alarming rise
in grocery prices has been a record
increase in grocery industry profits.
The major grocery chains have been
operating at the highest profit mar-
gins in two decades. A recent Federal
Trade Commission study on grocery
supply chains found that major retail-
ers have leveraged their size and
influence to dictate what they pay to
their suppliers.

So during a time when everyone
else’s costs have escalated, grocery
chains have been able to control costs
even as their prices soared.

For example, Pepsi and Coca-Cola
dominate the beverage industry. In
2021, during the middle of  the pan-
demic, Pepsi raised its prices, blam-
ing it on alleged higher costs. Yet
somehow it still raked in $11 billion in
profits. Then in 2023, even though the
pandemic was over and inflation was
dropping, Pepsi still hiked its prices
by double digits for the seventh con-
secutive quarter. Its profits
soared another 14%.

Pepsi’s only major competitor,
Coca-Cola, announced the same

price hikes around the same time. If
Pepsi and Coke had other large com-
petitors, consumers would have
more choices. But Pepsi and Coke
own most of  the substitute beverage
products!

That’s what’s called a market
monopoly, and soft drinks are not the
only food products dominated by a
handful of  businesses. Only four
companies control the processing of
80% of  beef, nearly 70% of  pork
and almost 60% of  poultry. With so
few businesses competing, it is pret-
ty easy for them to coordinate price
increases. Consequently, at the end
of  2023, Americans were paying at
least 30% more for beef, poultry and
pork products than they were before
the pandemic.

The number of  grocery stores
itself  has fallen 30% in the past 25
years, resulting in more than a third
of  grocery sales coming from only
four retailers. Walmart alone has
nearly a quarter of  the grocery mar-
ket. Low competition gives these
retailers more market power to raise
prices.

So yes, inflation is down, but many
people don’t notice because food
prices are still high, partly due to
several years of  price gouging by
monopolies. And this dynamic goes
well beyond the grocery store. In
75% of  U.S. industries, whether
pharmaceuticals, airlines, health
care, utilities, energy or others,
fewer companies now control more
of  their markets than 20 years ago.

What role do presidents or politics
play in all of  this? During the recent
debate, Donald Trump attacked Pres-
ident Joe Biden over high grocery
prices, saying, “He caused the infla-
tion … it’s killing people. They can’t
buy groceries anymore.”

Certainly it’s true that prices have
greatly increased during the Biden
presidency. But much of  that initial-

ly was a result of  the pandemic —
which began during Trump’s presi-
dency. It’s unlikely that either presi-
dent could have controlled those
pandemic-unleashed economic
forces.

To Biden’s credit, his administra-
tion has been pressing grocery
retailers to lower prices, and actual-
ly has done more than any president
since Teddy Roosevelt to crack down
on monopolies. His FTC has taken
action against price-fixing in the
meat industry and filed a lawsuit to
block the merger of  supermarket
giants Kroger and Albertsons that
would eliminate even more competi-
tion and lead to higher prices.

Trump, in his strategy to protect
American businesses, has called for
a 10% tariff  on all imported goods.
That makes a great campaign slo-
gan, but given that the United States
imports 15% of  its food supply—
including 60% of  fresh fruit and
nearly 40% of  fresh vegetables —
that would likely further increase
food costs.

Just recently, there’s evidence that
some of  the anti-monopoly saber rat-
tling might be working. Grocery
chains have finally begun lowering
prices. Target announced it would
lower prices on roughly 5,000 items,
including staples such as milk, pro-
duce, bread, coffee, diapers and pet
food. Aldi, the fastest-growing gro-
cery chain in the country, announced
price cuts on hundreds of  items.
Walmart and Safeway have followed
suit.

But this is not some newfound cor-
porate generosity. With prices so
high, U.S. consumers had reduced
their grocery spending to the point
that it actually began to threaten Big
Grocery’s sales and profits. Greedy
grocery chains have quite literally
bitten the hand that feeds them.

Going forward, as America races
toward a presidential election, vot-
ers will be eyeing their grocery bills
and comparing the candidates’ state-
ments over who will provide the
most relief.

••••••••••
Hill was policy director for the Cen-

ter for Humane Technology, co-
founder of  FairVote and political
reform director at New America.

Soaring prices are not acts of God
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

 SUBSCRIBE  TO
THE

COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JULY 27TH,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD.  67

PORTLAND, IN
APPLIANCE-MODERN
FURNITURE-GARAGE

ITEMS
Amana side by side refrig-
erator, Frigidaire kitchen
stove, GE Washer and

gas Dryer, small kitchen
appliances, 4pc, 3pc, 2pc,
full sized bedroom suites
complete, 3 cushion sofa

with recliners - leather
and suede.  Patio sets,
Pet cage, (2) Salt Dog

pickup truck salt spread-
ers, MB Power broom
with Kohler 8.5 engine,
Toro CCR 2450 Snow-

blower (2) patio heaters,
grill and other liked items. 
OWNER: IU HEALTH JAY
NOTE: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

KITCHEN HELP WANT-
ED Will pay for experi-
ence and will train as
need, Fair Wages, Nights
& Weekends Southside
in Coldwater Ohio 419-
678-3715  

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Dunn Family Dental Care
is looking for a profes-
sional, friendly, detail ori-
ented full time new staff
member. Radiology
license required. benefits
include paid vacation,
paid sick days, retire-
ment benefits and more.
Drop off resume at 110
West North Street, Port-
land or email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.com  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean

and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-
678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications

for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage  

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com

CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com
COMMERCIAL PRINTING -

print@thecr.com
BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com

READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF HENRY, SS:
IN THE HENRY CIRCUIT COURT #1

CASE NO. 33C01-2407-AD-000011
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD
MEMPHIS LEE ELZEY

PUBLISHED NOTICE TO CODY ALLEN ELZEY
TO: Cody Allen Elzey

On July 8, 2024, Cody Allen Elzey who has been name the father of
the child born to Elizabeth L. Walters on January 14, 2015, is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption of the child was filed in the office
of the Clerk of Circuit Court No. 1, Henry County, State of Indiana.
On said date, the petitioners also filed their affidavits showing that
diligent search has been made and that Cody Allen Elzey cannot be
located.
If you seek to contest the adoption of the child, you must file a mo-
tion to contest the adoption within thirty (30) days after service of
this notice, or you must file a paternity action to establish his pa-
ternity in relation to the child not later than thirty (30) days after the
date of receipt of this notice.
If you do not file a motion to contest the adoption; or a paternity ac-
tion under I.C. 31-14 within thirty (30) days after service of this no-
tice; or after filing a paternity action under I.C. 31-14, you fail to es-
tablish paternity within a reasonable period as determined by the
paternity court under I.C. 31-14-21-9 through I.C. 31-14-21-11, then the
above named court will hear and determine the petition for adop-
tion. Your consent will be irrevocably implied and you will lose your
right to contest either the adoption of the validity of your implied
consent to the adoption.  You will lose your right to establish your
paternity of the child under I.C. 31-14.
Nothing anyone else says to you relieves you of your obligations un-
der this notice.
Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock,
but who has not yet been legally proven to be the child’s father.  For
purposes of this notice, you are the putative father under the laws
in Indiana regarding adoption.

This notice complies with I.C. 31-19-4-4 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth the unnamed putative father’s legal obligations un-
der the Indiana statutes.  A person being served with this notice
should consult the Indiana adoption statutes.

Jennifer L. Grubbs
Clerk, Henry Circuit Court No. 1

CR 7-18,25,8-1-2024 - HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Friday
Portland Rockets vs. Jasper Reds in NABF

Regionals at Carrington – 12 p.m.
Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jackers in

NABF Regionals at Carrington – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 a.m. — Women’s Olympic Handball: Den-
mark vs. Slovenia (USA)

5 a.m. — Women’s Olympic Handball: Angola
vs. Netherlands (USA)

8 a.m. — Olympic Rugby 7’s: Group stage
(USA)

11 a.m. — Women’s Olympic Soccer: Japan
vs. Spain (USA)

1 p.m. — Women’s Olympic Handball: France
vs. Hungary (USA)

7 p.m. — CONCACAF U20: Jamaica U20 vs.
Cuba U20 (FS1)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF U20: Costa Rica U20
vs. United States U20 (FS1)

Friday
7:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Belgian Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
6:50 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Tampa

Bay Rays (Bally Indiana)
9 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Austin at

Pumas UNAM (FS1)

Local notes
Season tickets for sale

Jay County High School began selling season
tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
during office hours from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for
those 65-and-older) cover all high school and jun-
ior high events. The former costs $105 while the
latter is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult

Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior
High Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass,
good for 12 games at $50, boys basketball sea-
son passes for $50 and football season passes
for $25. 

Swiss Days Race next
The next race scheduled for the Adams Coun-

ty Challenge Series will be the Swiss Days Race.
The race that takes place in Berne is being held
on Saturday, July 27 at 8:15 a.m.

The race is a 5K, or kids can participate in a
one-mile course. To sign up, visit adamscoun-

ty5kchallenge.com.

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation

Golf Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with
tee times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more informa-
tion, contact Kim Trombley by emailing kim.torm-
bley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling (260)
724-2145 ext. 13062.

Continued from page 8
Johnson, 67, who lives

in Braselton and is a Uni-
versity of  Georgia gradu-
ate, is an original mem-
ber of  the popular
“Inside the NBA” show
during the NBA basket-
ball season with Kenny
Smith, Shaquille O’Neal
and Charles Barkley. He
started with the show in
1990.

TNT may lose rights to
air NBA games when its
current contract expires
next year, effectively end-
ing “Inside the NBA.”
Currently, the NBA has
agreed to give packages
of  games to ABC/ESPN,
NBCUniversal and Ama-
zon. TNT’s parent compa-
ny Warner Bros. Discov-
ery on Monday said it
matched one of  those

deals, per its existing
contract, but the NBA
may choose not to keep
working with TNT.

Over the years, the
Emmy-winning Johnson
also has covered the
Olympics, the Goodwill
Games, FIFA soccer, the
NFL and Wimbledon.

He primarily works out
of  TNT Sports studios in
Midtown Atlanta.

Leave ...

Continued from page 8
Yet in all that time, no one has scored

for the U.S. in the men’s Olympic soccer
tournament because the American
men haven’t played in the Summer
Games since 2008.

“That’s just embarrassing,” Kljestan
said.

The Americans didn’t qualify for the
Summer Games in London, Rio de
Janeiro or Tokyo and have played in
the tournament just once since 2000,
the only time they made it out of  the
group stage since the Olympics became
a U23 competition in 1992.

But they’ll be in France, where they
will open the tournament Wednesday
against the host nation in Marseille.
And Kljestan made just one request
when he met with the team during a
brief  training camp last month.

“Please, somebody, just score a goal,”
he said.

Advancing out of  the first round
would also be nice, something the U.S.
can do by finishing in the top two of  a
four-team group that includes New
Zealand and Guinea. Getting back to
the Olympics after 16 years is a nice —
if  long overdue — first step.

“I am surprised it’s taken this long,”
said former Galaxy midfielder Robbie
Rogers, who started all three games for
the U.S. in 2008. “I don’t know exactly
why it’s been so difficult. The Olympics
is so special and exciting. It should
really be a focus of  our development
system. And for whatever reason, it
feels like maybe it’s been overlooked a
little.”

Kljestan agreed.
“It’s embarrassing, to be honest,” he

repeated. “When you look at qualify-
ing, we’ve lost to countries that we
shouldn’t have lost to. It just looked
like the mentality wasn’t there. That
has been a big failure on our part, of
U.S. Soccer.

“I hope they can make some noise in
Paris.”

That would have been easier if  the
U.S. had brought its best team. Under
FIFA rules, the Olympic tournament
for men is an age-group competition,
limited to players born on or after Jan.
1, 2001 — with three overage exceptions
per team. But age-eligible players
including Folarin Balogun, Ricardo
Pepi, Malik Tillman, Johnny Cardoso,
Yunus Musah and Gio Reyna, who all

play in Europe, were left off  the U.S.
team and played instead for Gregg
Berhalter in the Copa América.

Other players Olympic coach Marko
Mitrovic wanted weren’t released by
their club teams to play in France.
That’s left him with an 18-man roster
headed by forwards Kevin Paredes,
who plays for Wolfsburg in the German
Bundesliga, and Taylor Booth, who
scored five times for Utrecht in the
Dutch Eredivisie last season. Among
the overage players is Nashville center
back Walker Zimmerman, who
appeared in all four games for the U.S.
in the last World Cup.

“My cycle we didn’t qualify,” said
Zimmerman, 31, who played on the U.S.
team that lost a two-leg playoff  with
Colombia for the final berth in the 2016
Olympics. “That’s when I thought my
dream is over. Then as things material-
ized this year, just getting the opportu-
nity is amazing.”

Kljestan said the opportunity is even
greater for the young players. In his
talk to the U23 team last month, Kljes-
tan, who played 52 games for the senior
national team under three coaches,
pointed out that 16 of  the 18 players on
the Olympic roster in Beijing went on
to play for the senior national team and
six players were on the roster for the
next World Cup.

For many players, the Olympics are
just one stop of  a longer journey, not
the final destination. Yet it’s also an
important part of  the national team’s
player development that has been miss-
ing for the last 16 years — or as long as
Kljestan’s name has been the answer to
a trivia question.

Soccer ...
USMNT coach

was fired 
after being
eliminated 
from group

stage of 2024
Copa America 

Continued from page 8
The Huskies borrowed

$20 million from the Big
Ten and FOX Sports
against their future full
shares of  the Big Ten
media rights which they
don’t earn until 2030. The
athletic department also
estimated Washington will
have around $30 million in
one-time costs as part of
their move, including an
on-campus broadcast stu-
dio for the Big Ten Net-
work.

Petitti declined to com-
ment specifically about
Washington’s operating
budget, stating he didn’t
have enough details. How-
ever, he did say the confer-
ence has been supportive
and understanding to help
UW make the transition.

“This was about finding
a long-term home, and
there might be some short-
term things that need to be
done to get them on the
right footing to start,”

Petitti said. “ But I think
they — and we — feel real-
ly good about the arc of
where the conference is
and we can expect to deliv-
er over time.”

As Washington and the
other West Coast schools
continue to settle into the
Big Ten, Petitti said the
conference is not looking to
expand in the immediate
future.

Realignment isn’t the
only change coming to col-
lege football though. Petitti
confirmed helmet-to-side-
line communication and
sideline video will be intro-
duced this season, and the
commissioner announced
the Big Ten’s partnership
with Apple to provide on-
field technology for in-
game video. Additionally,
the conference will unveil
its new state-of-the-art
replay center next month.

Petitti also addressed the
impending House settle-
ment, which includes pro-

visions for revenue sharing
between schools and stu-
dent-athletes. He said he’s
expecting further clarifica-
tion in the next few
months. Petitti added he
hopes to see a reporting
system for both shared rev-
enue and Name, Image and
Likeness collectives in the
future to help student-ath-
letes take advantage of
their available opportuni-
ties.

“We’ve got to build that
model,” Petitti said.
“That’s going to require
change and a tremendous
amount of  collaboration,
first of  all coming to con-
sensus in the Big Ten but
then bringing that to our
colleagues across the other
conferences.

“All those things need to
happen together, and I
think the commissioners
are committed to doing
that. So a lot of  work ahead
over the next several
months.”

Welcomes ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Skill work
Middle hitter Karlie Niekamp glides to the right antenna to

catch a ball during the Fort Recovery High School volleyball team’s
practice on Tuesday. Niekamp is the Indians’ returning leader in blocks
with 43.
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P R I N T I N G

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

The Portland Rockets begin
postseason play Friday,

see Sports on tap
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On the attack
Cameron Muhlenkamp, a sophomore at Fort Recovery High School, attacks a ball in a

practice Tuesday afternoon. Muhlenkamp joins the varsity squad as an outside hitter after being on
junior varsity in 2023. The Indians will open their season on Aug. 17 at Russia.

By ANDY YAMASHITA
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS —
Under the lights in the
cavernous interior of
Lucas Oil Stadium, Tony
Petitti takes the stage.

It’s the start of  a new
era for Washington and
the Big Ten. The differ-
ences between the
Huskies’ previous home in
the Pac-12 and its new one
were apparent before
Petitti, the commissioner,
uttered a single word.

Take the setting, for
example. Lucas Oil Stadi-
um, the home of  the Indi-
anapolis Colts, looms
large on the city’s skyline
and is arguably its most
recognizable building. In
less than five months, two
teams will meet on this
field with a chance to win
the Big Ten champi-
onship.

This event is about foot-
ball. This conference is
about football. Zouk
Nightclub in Las Vegas,
where the Pac-12’s last
media day was held, feels
a universe away. Welcome
to Big Ten country.

“College football has
never been stronger,”
Petitti said, “especially in
the Big Ten Conference.”

Big Ten media days,
now a three-day event to
accommodate the entire
18-team conference, began
at Lucas Oil Stadium in
Indianapolis on Tuesday.
Washington coach Jedd
Fisch and UW’s player rep-
resentatives won’t speak
until Thursday, but Petitti,
along with players and
coaches from Illinois,
Northwestern, Rutgers,
Wisconsin, Purdue and
Ohio State, met the media
Tuesday.

Washington, USC,
UCLA and Oregon official-
ly join the Big Ten on Aug.
2. Petitti described the
process of  identifying the
four new members as a
“holistic approach.” He
added academic standing
and competitiveness in
multiple sports helped the
former Pac-12 schools’

case, and praised the four
schools for their fit across
multiple categories. How-
ever, Petitti acknowledged
one factor had a particu-
larly important emphasis.

“Are you bringing addi-
tional value to the confer-
ence in football?” Petitti
said. “It’s no secret that
football is a large, large
part of  the revenue that’s
driven to support the
whole ecosystem. We
understand that. So when
you’re evaluating poten-
tial members, football sort
of  moves to the front of
the line in terms of  the
athletic piece.”

Petitti said the confer-
ence is working with all
four of  the new arrivals to
help them integrate into
the Big Ten, including
having discussions about
scheduling, championship
formats, marketing, brand
alignment and incorpora-
tion into the Big Ten Aca-
demic Alliance. He said
feedback from student-
athletes will be considered
and adjustments will be
made as necessary going
forward.

Washington, in particu-
lar, has found itself  in a
difficult position because
of  the move. The athletic
department is saddled
with around $240 million
in stadium renovation
debt which it owes to the
university’s internal lend-
ing program.

See Welcomes page 7

By KEVIN BAXTER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

MARSEILLE, France —
The U.S. was two minutes
away from an early exit in
the men’s soccer tourna-
ment at the Beijing
Olympics when Sacha
Kljestan scored on a penal-
ty kick. That did little to
change the results and even
less to save the Americans,
who left China after that
final group-stage game.

But it did make Kljestan
the answer to an unwel-
come trivia question: Who

was the last American
male soccer player to score
a goal in the Olympic
Games?

Kljestan was 22 then and
midway through his third
season in MLS. He would
go on to play more than 470
games for four teams on
two continents, winning
eight trophies in Belgium
and a Supporters’ Shield in
the U.S. before retiring two
years ago.

Chivas USA, the first pro
team he played for, was dis-
banded a decade ago.

See Soccer page 7

By RODNEY HO
The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution
Tribune News Service

ATLANTA — Ernie
Johnson, the well-
respected longtime
TNT Sports broad-
caster, is taking a
leave of  absence from
hosting duties for
TBS’ national MLB
games.

In a news release,
he said, “I’d like to
thank the leadership
at TNT Sports for
allowing me the time
away to take care of  a
family matter during
the baseball season. I
look forward to
returning to the stu-
dio for the start of
the NBA season.”

TBS is replacing
Johnson with MLB
Network’s Greg
Amsinger as the stu-
dio host, starting
Tuesday night with
national coverage of
the Mets-Yankees
Subway Series game.

The other members
of  the analyst crew
remain: Pedro Mar-
tinez, Jimmy Rollins
and Curtis Grander-
son.

See Leave page 7
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