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Sheila Stults, 80, Winches-
ter
Summer Domingue-Wutz,

38, Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  88 degrees Sunday.
The low was 61.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the upper 60 with a 20%
chance of  rain. Skies will be
partly cloudy Wednesday with
a high in the upper 80s and a
chance for afternoon storms.

For an extended outlook,
see page 2.

The Jay County High
School Marching Patriots’ ice
cream social and state fair pre-
view show is tonight. The ice
cream social begins at 6:30
p.m. in the commons. The
state fair preview show will be
at 8:30 p.m. at the football sta-
dium.

Wednesday — Additional
coverage of  the Jay County
Commissioners meeting.

Thursday — Preview of
the Marching Patriots at the
Indiana State Fair.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s council/commission-
ers meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By HAYLEY SMITH
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Firefighters on Sunday made
some progress against the mas-
sive Park fire burning in Butte,
Plumas, Shasta and Tehama
counties — California’s largest
wildfire of  the year and the
state’s seventh-largest fire on
record.

The 357,341-acre blaze was 12%
contained owing largely to a brief
break in hot, dry weather condi-
tions, according to the California
Department of  Forestry and Fire
Protection. But crews face an
uphill battle with higher temper-
atures and lower humidity on the
horizon as the fire continues to
burn in heavy vegetation.

“We’re kind of  at the mercy of
the weather, the fuel and the
topography — those are the three
driving factors of  any fire,” said
Jay Tracy, a spokesperson for the
incident.

The explosive wildfire ignited
Wednesday afternoon after a man
pushed a burning car into a gully
near Chico in what authorities
say was an act of  arson. Thou-
sands of  people have been evacu-
ated from their homes, and at
least 66 structures have been
destroyed and 4,200 remain
threatened.

Nearly 4,000 firefighters are
attacking the blaze from the air
and ground, Tracy said. But the
fire is burning in steep, jagged
terrain that is proving difficult to

access — including areas such as
the Ishi Wilderness that haven’t
burned in decades and so are
overgrown and rife for fire, Tracy
said.

“There’s not any infrastructure
in there that would have the
roads and the access points that
we need,” he added.

The fire is largely crawling in a
northward direction, where com-
munities such as Paynes Creek
remain a top concern. Fortunate-
ly, many of  the homes and neigh-
borhoods in the area are spread
out and not densely populated,
which has so far allowed crews to
keep property damage and other
tolls to a relative minimum,
Tracy said.

See Firefighters page 2

Firefighters make progress

By NIELS LENIEWSKI
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden announced Monday
that he wants term limits for
Supreme Court justices and to
overturn the court’s recent ruling
on presidential immunity that
benefited former President Don-
ald Trump.

“I have overseen more Supreme
Court nominations as senator,
vice president and president than
anyone living today. I have great
respect for our institutions and
separation of  powers. What is
happening now is not normal,
and it undermines the public’s
confidence in the court’s deci-
sions, including those impacting
personal freedoms,” Biden wrote
in part of  an opinion piece shared

in advance of  publication. “We
now stand in a breach.”

Specifically, Biden was sched-
uled to use remarks at the Lyndon
B. Johnson Presidential Library
in Austin, Texas, on Monday to
call for overhauling the Supreme
Court, including 18-year terms
for justices (meaning that the
president would appoint a new
justice once every two years). He
also wants a new binding code of

ethics for the justices. Biden’s
trip to Austin was originally
scheduled while he was still an
active candidate for president,
but it was postponed after the
attempted assassination of
Trump.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-
Rhode Island, who sponsored leg-
islation on both Supreme Court
ethics and on the length of  terms
for justices, was among the

Democrats happy to hear report-
ing of  the president’s planned
announcement.

“I couldn’t be happier that
they’re moving in this direction,”
Whitehouse said, suggesting that
Vice President Kamala Harris,
now the expected Democratic
presidential nominee, “will be
completely on board.”

Whitehouse declined to get into
the specifics of  his conversations
last week ahead of  he president’s
speech, but he did say that he had
been “in touch” with the adminis-
tration about the topic of  over-
hauling the Supreme Court.

In addition to the Supreme
Court changes, Biden is backing a
“No One Is Above the Law” con-
stitutional amendment.

See Calling page 2

Biden calling for term limits, code

Fifth
at Drums

The Jay County
High School Marching
Patriots placed fifth
again Saturday evening
at the Drums at
Winchester band
contest. JCHS, which
was also fifth a week
earlier at the Spirit of
Sound contest hosted
by Muncie Central,
scored 77.45 points at
it trailed Kokomo
(83.25), Anderson,
Richmond and
Montgomery County in
a field of 23 bands.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

President is pushing for
changes to Supreme Court set-up

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Josh Edelson

A property is seen in flames as the Park fire
continues to burn near Paynes Creek in unincorporated
Tehama County, California, on Friday.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

More funding may be
committed toward a hous-
ing project on the western
edge of  Portland.

Jay County Commis-
sioners agreed to commit
$1.3 million toward devel-
oping infrastructure for
housing on the county-
owned 68 acres on the
north side of  Votaw Street
(Indiana 67) in Portland.
Their decision is subject to
receiving grant dollars
from Regional Economic
Acceleration and Develop-
ment Initiative (READI)
2.0, the state initiative
offering funding for capi-
tal projects.

It’s also contingent on
approval from Jay County
Council, which meets in
joint session with commis-
sioners at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day.

The decision from com-
missioners follows Jay
County Redevelopment
Commission’s vote Thurs-
day to commit up to $1.5
million for the project.

Rundell, Ernstberger
and Associates presented a
plan for developing the 68
acres at Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation and
Jay County Redevelop-
ment Commission meet-
ings Thursday. (Substan-
tially the same informa-
tion was also presented to
Jay County Council in
March.) 

The plan involves
mixed-use properties —
commercial on the first
floor with apartments
above — along Votaw
Street and then various
types of  housing extend-
ing to the north. If  fully
completed, the project
would create 76 single-fam-
ily homes, eight duplexes
and 154 multi-family units.

The overall public
investment cost for
installing utilities, build-
ing streets, developing a
park space and a board-
walk is estimated at $25.5
million. It’s estimated to
result in roughly $150 mil-
lion in private investment. 

See Funding page 2

Commissioners
OK $1.3 million
for project;
issue moves

to council next

More
funding
earns 
first
approval



Continued from page 1
According to a White

House fact sheet, it “will
state that the Constitution
does not confer any immu-
nity from federal criminal
indictment, trial, convic-
tion, or sentencing by
virtue of  previously serv-
ing as President.” That
would effectively overturn
the recent presidential
immunity ruling in
Trump v. United States, in
which the 6-3 majority
found that “Congress may
not criminalize the Presi-
dent’s conduct in carrying
out the responsibilities of
the Executive Branch
under the Constitution.”

The opinion sent the
case back for lower court
review of  which charges
brought against Trump
are tied to official acts.

The White House noted
that Biden has long expe-
rience with confirmation
battles.

“From his first day in
office — and every day
since then — President
Biden has taken action to
strengthen American
democracy and protect the
rule of  law,” Monday’s fact
sheet said. “In recent
years, the Supreme Court
has overturned long-estab-
lished legal precedents

protecting fundamental
rights. This Court has gut-
ted civil rights protec-
tions, taken away a
woman’s right to choose,
and now granted Presi-
dents broad immunity
from prosecution for
crimes they commit in
office.”
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JANITORIAL 
POSITION

Taking applications for janitorial 
position for the Redkey Park Cabin. 

Application can be picked up at
the Redkey Town Hall.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

The CR
August ad specials

1/2 page B&W ad
to run once from Aug. 1 through 16

$175 (regular price – $819)
Run a second time Aug. 27, 28, 29, 30 or 31 for $100

Rate does not
apply to
special
sections

Advertise in
The CR

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141

Wednesday
Stults, Sheila: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Domingue-Wutz, Sum-

mer: 3 p.m., Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home, 208
N. Commerce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Sheila Stults
Feb. 3, 1944-July 27, 2024

Sheila Stults, age 80, a former
resident of  Portland, passed
away on Saturday, July 27, 2024,
at Persimmon Ridge in Port-
land. She was a current resident
of  Winchester. 

Sheila was born Feb. 3, 1944,
in Winchester, Indiana, the
daughter of  Howard Simmons
and Annabelle (Fouse) Simmons
Peters. She graduated in 1962
from Lee L. Driver High School
in Winchester. Sheila married
Cliff  Stults on June 3, 1989. 

Sheila worked for Jay School
Corporation for 28 years. She
was a member of  Psi Iota Xi
Sorority, Daughters of  Ameri-
can Revolution, Jay County His-
torical Society and Quilt clubs
in Portland and Winchester. 

Survivors
include:

Her husband —
Cliff  Stults, Win-
chester, Indiana 

Daughter —
Ganhan Ewers,
Indianapolis,
Indiana 

Step-son —
Brian Stults, Manchester, Ken-
tucky 

Siblings — Howard R. Sim-
mons (Jeanie), Prosper, Texas,
Michael Peters (Perry Johnson),
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, and
Patrick Peters (Elizabeth),
Houston, Texas

Grandchildren — Emma
Ewers, Indianapolis, Indiana,
Evan Ewers, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, and Aidan Ewers, Indi-
anapolis, Indiana 

Visitation will be held on

Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in Port-
land. Funeral services will fol-
low at 2 p.m. on Wednesday at
the funeral home. Pastor Hugh
Kelly will officiate and burial
will follow at Salamonia Ceme-
tery in Salamonia, Indiana. 

Memorials may be directed to
American Cancer Society. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Summer
Domingue-Wutz

May 10, 1986-July 26, 2024
Summer Domingue-Wutz, age

38, a resident of  Portland,
passed away on Friday, July 26,
2024, at Bluffton Regional Med-
ical Center in Bluffton, Indiana. 

Summer was born May 10,
1986, in Lafayette, Louisiana,
the daughter of  Jill Tow. She
was adopted by James and Deb-
orah (Marsh) Wutz. She attend-
ed Jay County High School and
worked for Avenues Recovery
Center — Find Your Way Home
in Fort Wayne. 

Survivors include:
Her adopted parents — James

and Deborah Wutz, Lawton,
Oklahoma 

Three children — Eliah
Elmore, Montpelier, Indiana,
Manning Nash, Bluffton, Indi-
ana, and Peyton Elmore, Terre
Haute, Indiana

Siblings — Sabrina Tow, Port-
land, Indiana, and Amanda
Maxwell, Huntington, Indiana 

Grandfather — Charles Tow
Jr., Portland, Indiana 

She was preceded in death by

her mother, Jill Tow; and grand-
mother Helen Miller. 

Visitation will be held on Sat-
urday from 2 to 3 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Memorial services will follow at
3 p.m. on Saturday at the funeral
home. 

Memorials may be directed to
Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition. 

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Stults

Continued from page 1
Planned in multiple

phases, the cost is estimat-
ed at $4.5 million for Phase
1A to construct the main
road beginning from Votaw
Street on the west side of
the property and angling
northeast toward Industri-
al Park Drive and primary
utilities to the first planned
cross road. Completion of
that road and utilities
would follow in Phase 1B
for $2.28 million.

Future phases would
involve more utility work
and a road on the east edge
of  the property, a connect-
ing road between the two
main roads and then build-
ing out additional infra-
structure to the north.

Redevelopment commis-
sion member Brian McGal-
liard asked the board
Thursday to commit fund-

ing, pointing out that the
final application for proj-
ects requesting some of
East Central Indiana’s allo-
cation of  funds through
READI 2.0 is due Friday,
Aug. 2. (The region, which
includes Jay, Randolph,
Blackford, Delaware,
Grant, Henry, Wayne and
Fayette counties, was
awarded $35 million.)

McGalliard, who also
serves as Jay County Com-
missioner, pointed again
Monday to the deadline at
the end of  this week.

Installing the roads and
utilities would create infra-
structure needed to build
mixed-use properties and
houses on the property,
according to plans from
Rundell, Ernstberger and
Associates.

The City of  Portland has
not formally discussed or

committed dollars toward
the project that is within its
city limits. Some Jay Coun-
ty Redevelopment Commis-
sion members voiced hesi-
tancy last week to commit-
ting funding without know-
ing Portland’s stake in the
project. Other members
noted working together
with the city will be key.

Portland Redevelopment
Commission is set to hear
the same presentation from
Rundell, Ernstberger and
Associates at its 8 a.m. Aug.
9 meeting. Plans are also in
the works to make similar
presentations to the city’s
housing task force and
Portland City Council.

Jay County invested $1.5
million last year into the
project, including purchas-
ing the land for $1.15 mil-
lion and hiring Rundell,
Ernstberger and Associ-

ates to begin planning its
development for $395,000.

McGalliard shared his
plans Monday to request
$4.2 million in matching
funds from READI 2.0. In
order to meet the required
match, he requested com-
missioners commit $1.2 to
$1.3 million toward the
project using economic
development income tax
(EDIT) dollars, American
Rescue Plan Act funds or
wind or solar economic
development dollars.

“To me, it’s a no-brainer,”
said commissioner presi-
dent Chad Aker.

Commissioners agreed to
commit the funding subject
to receiving READI 2.0
funding.

••••••••
For more commissioners’

news, see Wednesday’s news-
paper.

Funding ...

Calling ...

Continued from page 1
Another community of  concern

— Cohasset on the fire’s southern
perimeter — has also so far been
spared due to a combination of
“luck and hard work,” according
to fire specialist Zeke Lunder.

Satellite imagery of  the blaze
captured by the European Space
Agency show many active spots of
heat and flames, but also some ben-
eficial forest management and fuel
reduction projects that have helped
keep some areas protected, Lunder

said in a briefing Saturday
evening.

However, forecasters say luck
could soon change. The days ahead
are likely to bring a gradual
increase in temperatures and
decrease in humidity.

Firefighters ...

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council and Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
court St., Portland.

Thursday
1:30 p.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
Carnegie Government

Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.86
Sept. corn.................3.85
Wheat ......................4.56

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.85
Aug. corn ................3.85
Sept. corn.................3.80

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.75
Aug. corn ................3.75
Beans ......................10.66

Aug. beans..............10.66
Wheat ...................... 4.81

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.74
Aug. corn ................3.76
Beans ......................10.76
Aug. beans..............10.64
Wheat ......................4.85

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.75
Aug. corn ................3.75
Beans ......................10.61
Aug. beans..............10.36
Wheat ......................4.56

In 1863, automobile
manufacturer Henry
Ford was born on his
family’s farm in Dear-
born, Michigan. He
incorporated the Ford
Motor Company in 1903.
The first Model T came
off  the assembly line in
October 1908.
In 1898, Otto von Bis-

marck, who had been
prime minister of  Prus-
sia and founded the Ger-
man Empire, died. He
had served as the first
chancellor of  the Ger-
man Empire from 1871
through 1890.
In 2014, The Portland

Foundation pledged
$250,000 toward the $1
million fundraising cam-
paign for what would

become Portland Water
Park. The city was seek-
ing about 30% in private
donations with public
funds to be used for the
remainder of  what was
estimated as a $3.3-mil-
lion project.
In 2018, the Jay Coun-

ty High School girls golf
team’s season opener was
cut short by rain. The
Patriots placed fifth in
what ended up being
scored as an 11-hole Bell-
mont Invitational at
Cross Creek Golf  Club in
Decatur.
In 2022, the Jay Coun-

ty High School Marching
Patriots placed fourth in
the Drums at Winchester
contest.

—The CR

CR almanac

90/71 89/70 84/67 84/66 84/61
There’s a

chance of
thunder-
storms on
Wednesday
when it will be
mostly sunny
and hot.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday with a
chance of
showers.

Thursday’s
forecast shows
a 50% chance
of thunder-
storms under
mostly sunny
skies.

Friday looks
to be another
day of rain with
a 50% chance
of thunder-
storms.

Wednesday
7/31

Thursday
8/1

Friday
8/2

Saturday
8/3

Sunday
8/4

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$144 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$331 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-0-4
Daily Four: 0-7-9-4
Evening
Daily Three: 4-1-3
Daily Four: 4-7-9-5
Quick Draw: 2-7-10-11-

12-22-23-26-30-33-35-36-37-

40-42-43-50-66-69-72
Cash 5: 2-3-13-20-35
Estimated jackpot:

$156,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-4-2
Pick 4: 4-1-8-6
Pick 5: 9-8-0-5-3
Evening
Pick 3: 5-2-8
Pick 4: 8-9-9-9
Pick 5: 2-2-6-7-7
Rolling Cash 5: 9-11-26-

33-39
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8

p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that

focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives
who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
an opportunity

to advertise
your business

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Engine show
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - UNIV*

FRHS fall sports
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - CR*

JCHS fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - CR/NS*

Blackford fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - NT*

Randolph County football
Thursday, Aug. 22 - N-G*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: The daughter of
a friend is getting married and
sent an email announcement
with a link to watch a livestream
of  the ceremony. I have never
been invited to NOT attend an
event before, and frankly, my feel-
ings are hurt.

Does etiquette require I send a
wedding gift? I would’ve under-
stood not being invited if  they
were keeping it a small affair, but
inviting a widow to witness a
friend’s emotional, romantic
moment in the solitude of  her
home seems cruel. Am I out of
touch with what is socially
acceptable? — NOT GOING IN
TEXAS
DEAR NOT GOING: If  the

wedding is being held some
distance from where you live,
then the invitation to
livestream was probably an

attempt to be considerate.
Today, many meaningful
events are livestreamed,
including funerals and memo-
rials. If  you would find watch-
ing the ceremony depressing
and prefer not to “tune in,”
then don’t do it. And, no, you
are not REQUIRED to send a
gift. (A sweet e-card congratu-
lating the couple would be a
nice gesture.)

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My brother is

married to a very nice woman.

It’s the second marriage for both,
and they both work, although
they do not handle money well.
They have traveled to family
events and ended up running out
of  money for meals, car rentals,
etc.

My sister-in-law heard about a
girls trip my daughters-in-law, a
few close friends and I will be tak-
ing. She has invited herself
along, and I don’t know how to
politely tell her she can’t come
unless she has the money up
front to pay her share. It would
kill me to hurt her feelings.
Please advise. — RESPONSIBLE
LADY OUT WEST
DEAR LADY: Who has paid

for the food and car rentals
that this couple didn’t have
the money to cover? Were
those relatives ever reim-
bursed? Unless you want to

foot the bill for your SIL on
this trip (to which she has
invited herself), you’ll have to
summon up the courage to tell
her you will under no circum-
stances be doing that. If  her
feelings are hurt when you
state the obvious (that you are
not a pushover), so be it. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a 79-year-old

woman. I have had a friend since
high school who is five months
younger than I am. A few weeks,
sometimes months, before my
birthday rolls around, she’ll
come out with comments about
her being several months
younger. These comments hover
between sarcastic and just plain
mean. 

I think she thinks she’s being
clever, but after many years of
this, it is no longer funny. When

she makes a comment this year
about my BIG birthday, what
could my comeback be, in
essence, telling her to knock it
off ? — SAME AGE IN FLORIDA
DEAR SAME AGE: How

about this, spoken with a
smile of  course: “Oh, Honey,
age is only a number. My
birthday may come before
yours, but you are RIGHT
behind me. I’m trying out the
number before you get there.
At this point, I consider each
day a blessing and so should
you.”

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded
by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
earAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

By HANK NUWER
Samuel Deeter was a

character, one and all
agreed. He once made his
living as a carpenter in
Darke County and Ran-
dolph County. When his
wife Mary died, he lost all
self-sufficiency. 

At 73 in 1901, in an Indi-
anapolis News portrait
photograph, he looked like
the poet Wal Whitman. He
wore raggedy, longish hair
and a beard down to his
belly.  

Rare visitors to his home
near Union City reported
Deeter hoarded the
strangest things: cockle-
burs by the barrel, newspa-
pers damp and moldy, even
banana stalks.

He turned to begging, a
sombrero at his feet, while
he harangued about this
and that and called his dia-
tribes “preaching.” 

He asked one and all to
call him “Doctor ZA,”
though he held no degree.

The A and Z were the first
and last letters of  the
alphabet run backwards.

One day Deeter’s life
took a turn. 

He read a news story
about a carnival fat woman
named Lucy Havens who
quit the flea circus in dis-
gust. About 30-years old
and just five feet tall, she
cloaked her reportedly 400
pounds in colorful, flowing
dresses. All that weight
widened her feet too much
for shoes, and so she often
walked about in bare feet. 

Deeter was smitten. He
mailed Havens an ardent
letter of  proposal to her
new temporary home at a
poorhouse in Indiana.

Newspaper reporters,
tipped off  to the proposal,
waited for her answer. 

She agreed to marry the
eccentric ex-carpenter.
The couple signed their
names on a marriage cer-
tificate and submitted it
to Jay Circuit Court.

Then some 1,500 per-
sons greeted Havens at
the Portland rail station
upon arrival. At their urg-
ing, he gave her a chaste
kiss, according to a Union
City correspondent whose
dispatch ran in Indi-
anapolis and Buffalo,
New York.

They scheduled their
wedding ceremony to take
place in Union City’s
Grand Opera House.

Doctor ZA charged
admission to the wedding.
The mayors of  Union City,
Indiana and Ohio, vied for
the right to perform the
ceremony. ZA said he pre-
ferred to conduct his own
common-law ceremony.

The wedding took place.
A local orchestra played,
“I Don’t Know Why I Love
You but I Do.”

Doctor ZA slipped a
ring on her finger.

Some locals genuinely
hoped the unusual cou-
pling might work out for
two people who needed
love and affection just
like anyone else.

A few cold-hearted joke-
sters in Muncie demon-
strated mock generosity.
The reception organizers
hired a brass band, put on
a comic parade and set off
fireworks.

The Evening Times of
Muncie printed an edito-
rial that lambasted those
who ridiculed the offbeat
couple with a circuslike
reception.

To support themselves,
the couple scheduled
their own sideshow in
Union City billed as “Doc-
tor ZA and Mrs. ZA.”

ZA’s posters covered

fences and area post office
walls. 

Many patrons came to
cheer or jeer. The newly-
weds collected $350.

After a series of
sideshows, Lucy devel-
oped a coterie of  fawning
male admirers. Doctor ZA
sued one suitor for alien-
ation of  affection and
won. 

Their marriage ended
way too soon. Attempts at
reconciliation failed. 

Dr. ZA moved north and
died alone in a Michigan
City hovel in 1907.

Lucy wed another suitor
in 1909. That marriage to
Edward Burch also failed. 

She died at 50 from
pneumonia and chronic
myocarditis on Dec. 3,
1922. Her last residence
was a poorhouse. 

The incurable romantic
in me can’t help but wish
that Lucy and Deeter
found a way to make their
relationship work. 

Another part of  me, a
writer who has penned
essays about human
behavior, wonders what a
fascination with the off-
beat couple tells us about
our local ancestors.

Maybe it is why many
people, me included, stand
mesmerized by Edward
Hopper’s famous
“Nighthawks” painting,
with its slice of  life at an
urban café counter.

Perhaps the loneliness
we see in Deeter, Lucy and
Hopper’s café patrons is
the same aching loneli-
ness we human creatures
all feel at one time or
another — or always.

I hope, even if  only on
their wedding night, the
bride and groom found
comfort in one another’s
companionship.

At least, as Ernest Hem-
ingway’s Jake Barnes said
in “The Sun Also Rises”:
“Isn’t it pretty to think
so.”

Everyone can relate to loneliness

Widow feels invitation to livestream wedding is rude

Far From
Randolph
County

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
The Portland High

School Alumni Association
thanks everyone who
helped prepare for the
133rd annual Portland High
School Alumni Banquet. 

The 2024 banquet was the
first to be held in the Wheel
& Spoke Event Center and
its success was due to the
support of  many. 

The PHS alumni commit-
tee thanks the event center
for accommodating the
banquet where Carla’s
Catering served its wonder-
ful food accompanied by
the sounds of  G Lo and
Butch. 

Additionally, the commit-
tee wishes to thank Carl
Ronald and The Commer-
cial Review for printing the
invitations and programs
and Rob Weaver and
WPGW for their help in
promoting the banquet. 

A special thanks goes to
the men at Ohio Valley Gas
who donated their time and
muscle to set up the tables
and chairs at the event cen-

ter. Finally, the committee
wants to recognize the
youth from Fellowship Bap-
tist Church who assisted
alumni at the banquet. 

The committee is looking
forward to continuing the
traditional banquet for one
more year. After that, the
committee anticipates an
annual PHS homecoming
event open to all alumni. 

If  you attended PHS and
would like to help plan
these events, please contact
the committee by post or
email. Be sure to follow our
events on our website port-
landpantherproud.com. 

Lucinda Glentzer
Wolverton

Secretary 
Portland High School

Alumni Association 

Alumni group
says thank you
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Letters to
the Editor

By RONAK SHAH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Teachers aren’t supposed to
have favorite students, but a few
years back, mine was Derrien. 

I crack a lot of  jokes when I
teach, and he always kept pace
with a witty comeback. He put
his wits to use daily in my sci-
ence class, generating insights
that had me learning alongside
him. 

My favorite part, though, was
his daily salutation when he got
off  the bus: “Mr. Shah, how’s
your morning starting today?” 

So I was dismayed in Febru-
ary when, one morning, I didn’t
get my usual greeting. I figured
he had a doctor’s appointment
or something, but the next day,
the day after, nothing. I found
out Derrien’s family had moved
out of  the district, and no
longer was in range of  our
buses. Mid-year school changes
are extremely disruptive to a
student’s education, but they
happen all the time. I figured he
was just too far from our school
to stay enrolled with us. 

Imagine my surprise when I
learned that he had only moved
a few blocks over.

I realized what had happened.
Look at any map of  Indianapo-
lis’ eleven school districts and
you will, too. The boundaries
are fragmented and peculiar,
fraying on the west side and an
archipelago on the east. They
mark historic lines of  segrega-
tion that have been enshrined in
state law since UniGov. In some
parts of  the city, you can drive
five blocks and pass through
three different districts.

The upshot of  this hit me at a
six-way traffic light a few
months ago. Four school buses
—one for Warren, one for
Lawrence, one for an eastside
charter, and one for IPS — were
all stuck in the same traffic.

Discrimination
I chuckled at the inefficiency,

but the artificial lines between
districts and enrollment zones
mark very real barriers to stu-
dents getting to and from the
schools they choose. 

A lack of  transportation
implicitly discriminates againt
students in poverty, in unstable
housing, or with significant dis-
abilities. Yet in 2015, the Indi-
ana Supreme Court confirmed
that Indiana schools are not
constitutionally required to pro-
vide transportation. If  a dis-

trict, charter, or private school
provides busing, it does so by
choice, relying on local proper-
ty tax revenue. And it’s only get-
ting pricier. School transporta-
tion has been facing a hailstorm
of  challenges including driver
shortages, rising operational
costs, redundant routes, pedes-
trian safety, and an aging fleet. 

Indiana is unusual, but there
are as many ways to fund school
transportation as there are
states, running the gamut from
state lump sums, local levies,
per-pupil grants, user fees, and
even reimbursement for public
transit. The variety of  schemes
is dizzying, but each carries its
own lessons for Indiana.
Through decades of  education
reform, transportation has
remained largely untouched.
But students can’t have a great
education if  they can’t get to a
great school. 

With road funding looming
large over the 2025 legislative
session, we have an opportunity
to make Indiana a nationwide
model for equitable school
transportation. 

Recommendations
First, the state should offer

baseline funding to at least
ensure that students from
Kindergarten through 8th grade
have access to transportation to
their school of  their choice.
This can be limited by radius or
road distance to their pickup
address, but it should be irre-
spective of  school type and arbi-
trary, racially-drawn district
lines. 

Second, any school that
accepts public funding should
be required to offer opt-in trans-
portation to students. While
some states both require and
fund this, Indiana has enabled a
more scattershot approach.
Many schools, especially small-
er and more isolated ones, have
struggled to offer transporta-
tion and have explicitly asked
for consistency. A unified expec-
tation ensures that transporta-
tion and equity will not be in
conflict.

Finally, districts shouldn’t

stand alone in managing busing
for all schools. Many, especially
in rural counties, are already
facing financial cliffs because
of  transportation. When Ohio
required districts to bus stu-
dents to charter and private
schools, it led to conflicts, fines,
lawsuits, and settlements. A bet-
ter approach could be managing
school transportation at the
county level, with a unified
open enrollment system and
multiple stops at schools along
the same route. This gives driv-
ers opportunities to run fuller
shifts with better wages, and
lets us invest in newer, safer
buses. 

Sitting at that intersection
looking at those buses, I won-
dered for a moment if  Derrien
might be on one of  them. I
thought about how being on a
different bus at the same traffic
light offered completely differ-
ent educational opportunities.
This year, let’s design a better
school transportation system
that serves all students equi-
tably.

••••••••••
Shah is a middle school science

teacher in Indianapolis and a
senior writing fellow with Teach
Plus.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is
an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Equity is the first step
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Secret Service Director
Kimberly Cheatle should
have saved herself  from
being roasted for 4 hours
and 40 minutes Monday by
justifiably angry members
of  the House Oversight
Committee livid over the
failures of  the Secret Serv-
ice to prevent the shooting
of  Donald Trump at a
Pennsylvania rally 11 days
ago. She should have
resigned rather than sit
there and make the situa-
tion worse. Instead, she
quit yesterday.

Trump thankfully sur-
vived, but rallygoer Corey
Comperatore died, as did a
lot of  the agency’s credi-
bility and Cheatle’s repu-
tation.

Cheatle said in her open-
ing statement: “The Secret
Service’s solemn mission
is to protect our nation’s
leaders. On July 13, we
failed. As the director of
the United States Secret
Service, I take full respon-
sibility for any security
lapse.” At that point she
should have announced
that she was leaving her
job.

The rancor at her was
appropriately bipartisan,
as she either refused or
was unable to answer
basic questions about how
the assassin with a bulky
AR-15 got on the roof  and
managed to fire eight
shots; about why warnings
from rallygoers were not
heeded about the man on
the roof; about how after
local law enforcement
knew about the suspicious
person on the roof, Trump
wasn’t removed from the
stage; about the failure of
the Secret Service, which
is the lead agency, to coor-
dinate more effectively
with other law enforce-
ment to secure the area
and the perimeter with
clear sightlines to the podi-
um that Trump was using.

Trump and the country
got very lucky. A few mil-
limeters difference and
that ear nick would have
been fatal.

When Monday’s hearing
ended, the Republican
Chairman James Comer
and Ranking Democrat
Jamie Raskin wrote a joint
letter calling for Cheatle to

resign. She didn’t, but
waited until the next
morning to pack it in, as
Speaker Mike Johnson
and Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries teamed
up to present a bipartisan
task force to investigate
the Trump shooting. That
special new panel, with
seven Republicans and six
Democrats, will be
approved on the House
floor today and hopefully
use its subpoena authority
to get some answers.

Beside the particulars
of  the July 13 assassina-
tion attempt, of  which the
FBI is conducting a full
review, does the Secret
Service need more money,
more agents and officers,
more equipment, more
authority? Do the policies
and procedures need to be
changed? Emptying out
Cheatle’s office is not
going to be enough if  her
replacement has the same
approach.

The job of  director is
appointed by the presi-
dent, without Senate con-
firmation. There is now a
bill to change that makes
the post subject to a confir-
mation vote. We don’t
know if  a Senate hearing
would have weeded out
Cheatle or prevented the
Pennsylvania mishaps and
tragedy that nearly
became a national catas-
trophe, but the added
scrutiny of  the service is
welcome.

Now the agency wants
the Trump campaign to
avoid outdoor rallies.
While we support the
utmost security for presi-
dents and presidential
candidates, how about just
making the outdoor rallies
safer?

Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris must
be protected and allowed
to campaign as they wish.
That protection has
been the job of  the Secret
Service since 1902. Cam-
paigning has changed, but
protection should not.

Cheatle failed
and had to resign

Ronak
Shah The boundaries

are fragmented
and peculiar,
fraying on the
west side and
an archipelago
on the east.
In some parts
of the city,

you can drive
five blocks and
pass through
three different

districts.

Guest
Editorial
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

A Jay County High
School graduate is still
considered one of  the most
influential individuals in
the state.

Mark Hardwick was
selected as part of  IBJ
Media’s Indiana 250 when
the list was announced last
week.

The third annual ver-
sion of  the list recognizes
the state's “most influen-
tial and impactful business
and community leaders,
representing public and
private companies, law
firms, universities, not-for-
profits, government and
community organiza-
tions.”

“The evolution of  the
Indiana 250 over time is
one of  our favorite things
about it — and the reason
we update the list annual-
ly,” said IBJ Media CEO
Nate Feltman in a letter
introducing this year’s list.
“The changes represent
the way our state and the
people who live and work
here are growing and pro-
gressing. And as we devel-
oped the list, we looked for
people who are making an
impact now.”

Hardwick, a Dunkirk
native and 1989 JCHS grad-
uate, is CEO of  First Mer-
chants Corporation, which
operates in Indiana, Ohio,
Michigan and Illinois. He
also serves on the Ball
State University Board of
Trustees.

He has been with First
Merchants since 1997 and
was promoted to CEO in
2021. He was honored as

IBJ's Chief  Financial Offi-
cer of  the Year in 2012.

IBJ Media publishes the
Indianapolis Business
Journal, Inside Indiana
Business and Indiana
Lawyer.

Hospitals honored
The American Heart

Association last week rec-
ognized two area hospitals
through its Get With The
Guidelines initiative and
other programs targeted at
improving outcomes for
those who experience
heart disease or stroke.

Among the 43 Indiana
hospitals honored this
year for “consistently fol-
lowing up-to-date,
research-based guidelines
to ensure all patients have
access to lifesaving care”
were IU Health Ball Memo-
rial Hospital of  Muncie
and Reid Health of  Rich-
mond.

Ball received four dis-
tinctions — Resuscitation
Award: Silver, Stroke
Award: Gold Plus, Target
Stroke Honor Roll and Tar-
get Type 2 Diabetes Honor
Roll. Reid earned the
Stroke Award: Gold Plus
and was named to the Tar-
get Type 2 Diabetes Honor
Roll.

“Every 40 seconds, some-

one in America has a
stroke or heart attack,”
said Dr. William Gill, presi-
dent of  the American
Heart Association’s Indi-
anapolis board of  direc-
tors. “High-quality care
should be accessible to all,
and sites awarded through
the Get With The Guide-
lines program help work
toward our shared vision
of  health and hope for
everyone, everywhere.”

Tips offered
Indiana Michigan Power

last week offered tips on
how to avoid scams.

The company noted that
it has received 240 reports
of  scams targeted at its
customers so far this year.
That’s an increase from all
of  2023.

I&M said most utility
scams include mailing
fake overpayment checks
in an effort to get cus-
tomers to confirm person-
al information, threaten-
ing disconnection if  pay-
ment is not made, demand-
ing immediate payment
through a mobile app or
via gift card, and demand-
ing payment for a new
meter before installation.

“Scammers are often
sophisticated and will try
anything to take advantage
of  our customers,” said
I&M vice president of
external affairs and cus-
tomer experience Katie
Davis in a press release.
“I&M will never call cus-
tomers and demand imme-
diate payment. If  you sus-
pect a scammer has con-

tacted you – you can call us
at the number listed on our
website or latest account
statement and confirm the
status of  your account and
talk to a customer service
specialist.” 

New hospital planned
Indiana University

Health last week
announced plans to build a
new hospital in Fort
Wayne.

IU Health plans to invest
$421 million in the new
facility. Plans, which were
approved last month by the
organization’s board of
directors, call for the new
hospital to have 500
employees.

It’s the latest expansion
for IU Health, which
opened a primary care cen-
ter on the south side of
Fort Wayne in 2018.

“We’ve heard the com-
munity’s call for more
options in affordable
healthcare, and as the
state’s largest and only
academic health system,
we are committed to
answering that need in
support of  our vision to
make Indiana one of  the
healthiest states in the
country,” said Dennis Mur-
phy, president & CEO of  IU
Health, in a press release.
“We believe we can help
create a healthier future
and reduce the economic
burden for businesses and
families alike.”

Tyson selects
Tyson Ventures, a

branch of  Tyson Foods,

selected five companies to
move forward with innova-
tions following Tyson
Demo Day 2024.

The event invites inno-
vators and entrepreneurs
to apply with solutions to
help Tyson Foods toward
more sustainable prac-
tices, enhance transparen-
cy, create new efficiencies
or enhance standards of
quality.

Companies selected
were Acoustic Extra Freez-
ing for freezing equipment,
JLE Truckwash for clean-
ing solutions, Orderful for
data management, Pactum
AI for supplier negotia-
tions and SnoFox for soft-
ware optimization.

“Transformational solu-
tions come from all over,
and to see so much strate-
gic potential in one place
was inspiring,” said Tyson
vice president of  global
strategy Heidi Solomon in
a press release. “When pro-
tein supply chains become
more efficient, we can all
do more to feed the world
like family and fulfill our
corporate mission. The
global reach and scale of
Tyson Foods can help
these companies apply
their groundbreaking solu-
tions to make a differ-
ence.”  

AIM names
AIM Media Indiana has

named Steve Swails as its
new general manager.

Swails has worked for
AIM since 2022, having pre-
viously been with USA
Today in Memphis and

Indianapolis. He will work
out of  Columbus and lead
the company’s Indiana
publications — it has daily
newspapers in Columbus,
Franklin, Greenfield and
Seymour — while also
partnering with colleagues
at AIM Media Texas, AIM
Media Midwest and AIM
Media Management.

“Steve is a highly experi-
enced, widely respected,
and seasoned professional
in the publishing industry
and we are extremely for-
tunate to have him on our
team in Indiana,” said AIM
chairman and CEO Jere-
my L. Halbreich in a press
release. “He brings great
energy and enthusiasm to
his work, he is an inspiring
leader with excellent inter-
personal skills and he is
deeply committed to our
Indiana organization, to
his fellow employees and to
all the communities we
serve in Indiana.”

Job fair scheduled
A job and resource fair is

scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6, at Ivy
Tech Culinary and Confer-
ence Center, 2820 N. Merid-
ian St., Indianapolis.

The event will include
various resources, includ-
ing assistance with
resumes. More than 70 ven-
dors will be on hand.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly busi-
ness roundup.

Hardwick named to 250 again
Business
roundup

By MIA HILKOWITZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

For many attendees, the Indi-
ana State Fair is the perfect time
to celebrate Midwest traditions
and have fun with friends and
family. Some visitors will
try eccentric food combina-
tions — like a Cinnamon Toast
Crunch funnel cake or spicy pick-
le pizza — or stop by the Midway
for amusement park rides. Oth-
ers might opt to watch livestock
shows and learn more about the
state’s history through the fair’s
museum exhibits. 

And for some state agencies,
the 15-day event presents another
unique opportunity: the chance
to market to more than 850,000
Hoosiers. 

State agencies including the
Hoosier Lottery, Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission and Sec-
retary of  State’s Office pour hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars
into the state fair each year to
sponsor information booths,
giveaways, concert performances
and more. 

Sponsorships from public and
private groups for the fair, which
climbed to $2.6 million for the

2023 event, is just one way the
Indiana State Fair Commission
(ISFC) brings in revenue. The
commission oversees the opera-
tions for the fair and event center.

With the 167th annual state fair
set to kick off  Aug. 2, the Indiana

Capital Chronicle took a look at
the finances behind the event. 

Anna Whelchel, chief  market-
ing and sales officer for the fair
commission, said the state fair
usually sees around 850,000 visi-
tors each year, but attendance

can depend on weather condi-
tions. Last year the Indiana State
Fair saw 840,414 visitors, an
increase from 2022 (837,568 visi-
tors) and 2021 (830,390 visitors).
She said poor weather likely lim-
ited attendance in 2021.

Indiana’s all-time attendance
record was around 978,000 at its
2013 event. 

The Indiana State Fair over
recent years has experimented
with how many days it is open,
ranging from 12 to 18 but recently
has settled on 15. 

John Pfeffenberger, vice presi-
dent and chief  financial officer
for the commission said there are
usually four large sources of
operating revenue for the state
fair; tickets/admission, parking,
concessions/Midway amuse-
ment park rides and sponsor-
ships. 

The fairgrounds holds events
the entire year, not just during
the State Fair. In its audited
financial statements, the ISFC
does not break out the marquee
fair event from the rest of  its
year-round business. Pfeffen-
berger said it’s helpful for the
commission to look at a consoli-
dated business operation, rather

than just the fair, since many of
its costs are year-round such as
salaries for employees, insurance
and utilities. 

“Historically, we’ve taken this
approach, for probably about the
last 10 years, to help and really
aid our ability to bond and to
finance certain projects on our
campus,” Pfeffenberger said. “So
it was helpful from an underwrit-
ing perspective to look at the
business as a consolidated opera-
tion versus split between fair and
non-fair.” 

According to the audited finan-
cial statements covering all
events for 2023, the commission
generated around $5.7 million in
admissions revenue, $3.3 million
for parking and $5.1 million for
concessions. It also reported $7.8
million in revenue related to
renting the fairgrounds and
slightly more than $1 million in
“other operating revenue.” Pfef-
fenberger said this category
includes revenue generated from
merchandise sales, its harness
racing stall and campgrounds. 

••••••••••
This story was edited for length.

To read the full version, visit indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

State agencies pour money into state fair

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Mia Hilkowitz

A man sets up machines for the Hoosier Lottery
Town on July 25 at the Indianapolis State Fairgrounds.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, July 30, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

 SUBSCRIBE  TO
THE

COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s

Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.

Votaw St. Portland, IN
Friday Afternoon
August 2nd, 2024

5:00 P. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - MOWER-
TOOLS.

Oak flat door cupboard;
buffet; oak wall tele-

phone; Duncan Phyfe
style drop leaf table;
cedar chest; 8 gallon

crock; Miller Dairy milk
can; cast iron skillets

including Wagner; carpet
beater; nail keg; Toro

time cutter Z5000 zero
turn mower; Pride mobil-
ity cart; metal shelving
units; Invacare Pronto
electric scooter (nice);

Golden Buzz Around HD
electric scooter (nice);

Roku TV 32”, new in the
box; Craftsman sockets,
wrenches, electric buffer,
and other items not list-

ed.
NOTES: This is only a

partial listing of the
items to be sold as

many items have been
stored in boxes and

have yet to be sorted.
HOPE FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS
COLUMN 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

Public Notice
MDK # 24-008997
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NO. 38C01-2405-MF-000008

CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC
Plaintiff,

vs.
Joel R. Posner

Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUIT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO:  Joel R. Posner:
BE IT KNOWN, that CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC, the above-named
Plaintiff, by its attorney, Nicholas M. Smith, has filed in the office
of the Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court its Complaint against Defendant
Joel R. Posner, and the said Plaintiff having also filed in said Clerk’s
office the affidavit of a competent person showing that the resi-
dence and whereabouts of the Defendant, Joel R. Posner, upon dili-
gent inquiry is unknown, and that said cause of action is for default
on the promissory note and to foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing described real estate in Jay County, State of Indiana, to wit: 

A part of the Northeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 24 North,
Range 13 East, more accurately described as follows:
Beginning at a 5/8 inch rebar marking the Northeast corner of the
Northeast Quarter of Section 32, Township 24 North, Range 13
East, thence South 02 degrees 33 minutes 14 seconds West (as-
sumed bearing) on the East line of said quarter section 400.19 feet
to a 5/8 inch rebar; thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 52 seconds
West parallel with the North line of said quarter section 435.12
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar; thence North 02 degrees 33 minutes 14 sec-
onds East parallel to the East line of said quarter section 400.19
feet to a 5/8 inch rebar on the North line of said quarter section;
thence south 89 degrees 12 minutes 52 seconds east 435.12 feet to
the point of beginning. containing 4.00 acres, more or less.
commonly known as 4559 West 400 North, Portland, IN 47371.

NOW, THEREFORE, said Defendant is hereby notified of the filing
and pendency of said Complaint against them and that unless they
appear and answer or otherwise defend thereto within thirty (30)
days after the last notice of this action is published, judgment by de-
fault may be entered against said Defendant for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

Dated Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
Nicholas M. Smith (31800-15)

Stephanie A. Reinhart (25071-06)
J. Dustin Smith (29493-06)

Chris Wiley (26936-10)
Attorneys for Plaintiff

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
P.O. Box 165028

Columbus OH  43216-5028
Telephone:  614-220-5611
Facsimile:  614-220-5613

Email:  sef-nms@manleydeas.com
CR 7-16,23,30-2024HSPAXLP-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE    In order for your
advertisement to

appear in the next
day’s paper, or for

a correction or
stop order to be

made
for an ad already

appearing,
we must receive
the ad, correction

or
cancellation

before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is 
12:00 pm on
Friday.

Deadline for
The News
and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 

The
Commercial
Review

309 W. Main
Portland, Indiana

260-726-8141

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THE JAY COUNTY BOARD OF
ZONING APPEALS WILL
MEET ON THURSDAY, AU-
GUST 15, 2024 AT 6:00 PM IN
THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF
THE COMMUNITY RE-
SOURCE CENTER, 118 S
MERIDIAN STREET, PORT-
LAND, IN 47371.  THE PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE ON THE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION AND
VARIANCE REQUESTS FROM
PYRAMID NETWORK SER-
VICES LLC. THE ORIGINAL
PUBLIC HEARING SCHED-
ULED FOR JULY 18, 2024 WAS
CANCELLED DUE TO UN-
FORESEEN CIRCUM-
STANCES. 

JOHN HEMMELGARN
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR/

DIRECTOR
JAY/PORTLAND BUILDING

DEPARTMENT
JULY 26, 2024

CR 7-30-2024-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it, Buy It, Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

TV sports
Today

2 a.m. — Olympic triathlon (USA)
3:30 a.m. — Olympic shooting (USA)
4 a.m. — Olympic table tennis (USA)
5 a.m. — Olympic swimming (USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic volleyball: Germany vs.

USA (USA)
10:30 a.m. — Olympic water polo: USA vs.

Romania (USA)
11:45 a.m. — Olympic rowing (USA)
1 p.m. — Olympic soccer: Guinea U23 vs.

United States U23 (USA)
2:30 p.m. — Olympic swimming (NBC)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees at

Philadelphia Phillies (Bally Indiana)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Cincin-
nati Reds (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Austin at
Monterrey (FS1)

Wednesday
2 a.m. — Olympic triathlon (USA)
2:30 a.m. — Olympic badminton (USA)
5 a.m. — Olympic swimming (USA)
7:10 a.m. — Olympic cycling (USA)
9 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball: USA vs.

France (NBC)
11:25 a.m. — Olympic canoe slalom (USA)
11:30 a.m. — Olympic gymnastics (NBC)
12:30 p.m. — Olympic water polo: USA vs.

Italy (USA)

2:30 p.m. — Olympic swimming (NBC)
3 p.m. — Olympic basketball: South Sudan

vs. USA (USA)
4:35 p.m. — Olympic basketball 3x3: Poland

3x3 vs. USA 3x3 (NBC)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Cincin-

nati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — Club friendly soccer: Arsenal at

Liverpool (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: D.C. United

at Santos Laguna (FS1)
10 p.m. — CONCACAF U20: Cuba U20 vs.

Honduras U20 (FS1)
10 p.m. — Club friendly soccer: Real Betis

at Manchester United (ESPN)

Local notes
Season tickets for sale

Jay County High School began selling season
tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
during office hours from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for
those 65-and-older) cover all high school and junior
high events. The former costs $105 while the latter
is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult
Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass, good
for 12 games at $50, boys basketball season pass-
es for $50 and football season passes for $25. 

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf

Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Val-
ley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The Chinese nicknamed

him “Jimo Dashen.”
Roughly translated: The
Lonely Master.

But then COVID-19 hit,
and foreign players in the
Chinese Basketball Asso-
ciation were quarantined
in their hotels. For seven
months.

Fredette had a wife and
kids at home. Enough was
enough.

“At that point, I said, ‘I
can’t do that again,’” he
says. “I needed to take a
break from basketball and
see what happens.”

What happened: He got
a call asking if  he was
interested in trying 3×3.

3×3?
You play halfcourt

three-on-three with one
sub. The shot clock is 12

seconds, not 24 (NBA) or
30 (college). You get two
points for a basket behind
the arc, one inside it.
Games are to 21 points or
whichever team is ahead
after 10 minutes. Posses-
sion alternates after a
made basket, with the
other team taking the ball
out of  the net and clearing
it behind the arc.

It is fast, furious, frenet-
ic, less vertical and more
horizontal than 5-on-5.
The ball screen action is
different. It’s hard to play
help defense with so much
ground to cover and only
three players, not wanting
to leave someone open
behind the arc.

It also helps, Fredette is
the first to admit, that the
talent level is lower
because the 3×3 Olympic

qualifying circuit conflicts
with most professional
league seasons and
requires constant interna-
tional travel. In the last
year, he’s been to 15 coun-
tries on four continents
(Mongolia included), flying
coach, driving 40 minutes
to find a public park for
practice in Kosovo while
bribing their Uber driver
to wait because there was-
n’t any cell signal.

“We call it passport-
stamp rich,” Fredette
says.

But the Olympics are
the Olympics, and Fre-
dette is here.

“You know, I’m happy
that he’s able to play 3×3,”
Leonard said shortly
before being replaced on
the U.S. five-on-five
Olympic team. “He was a

hell of  a player back in the
day. He pushed us very
hard. I wish him the best.”

They were built into
rivals by media and fans,
and the manufactured
enmity spilled over in the
waning seconds of  the
2011 Mountain West tour-
nament final, an SDSU
victory after BYU took
both regular-season meet-
ings. The famously stoic
Leonard clapped in Fre-
dette’s face. Fredette
admitted afterward that
“words were exchanged.”

They were reunited on
the same roster briefly in
the fall of  2015, when Fre-
dette joined Leonard and
the San Antonio Spurs for
training camp. They got to
talking. They found com-
mon ground.

“We reminisced about

those (college) days,” Fre-
dette says. “He didn’t like
talking about it all that
much, but he was a great
guy. I don’t think anybody
knew he would become
who he did after college.
He’s an amazing athlete,
great length, his hands are
huge, but he can shoot the
ball really well now, where
in college it was like, ‘Hey,
let’s leave him open a little
bit.’

“Credit to him. He went
out there and did his
thing. He crushed it. Once
you get older, you try not
to have as much of  an ego
and you try to be happy for
people and what they’ve
accomplished. I’ve tried to
see that in my life and
understand that.”

His teammates in Paris
are Canyon Barry, Kareem

Maddox and Dylan Travis.
Barry, the son of  NBA leg-
end Rick Barry, played at
College of  Charleston and
Florida. Maddox played at
Princeton before bouncing
around low-level Euro-
pean leagues. Travis
played Division II ball.

They all found salvation
in 3×3. Fredette, the Divi-
sion I player of  the year and
an NBA lottery pick, wasn’t
too prideful to join them.

They’re considered
medal contenders.

“I think it’s the perfect
way for him to go out at
this stage of  his career,”
Travis says. “I think he’s
always going to be a leg-
end. People know that. For
him to get a gold medal
would be like a cherry on
top and, hopefully, give
him some validation.”

Fredette ...

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

WESTFIELD — Jonathan
Taylor. AD Mitchell. Josh
Downs. Michael Pittman Jr.
Even Quenton Nelson.

Linebacker E.J. Speed was on
a roll this week as the Indi-
anapolis Colts opened training
camp at Grand Park Sports
Campus, and he was rattling off
names surrounding second-year
quarterback Anthony Richard-
son to support his sky-high con-
fidence in the team’s offensive
potential.

“The offense is so loaded,”
Speed said. “This is actually a
year where I am super excited to
— like I won’t be sitting down
during a game. I really want to
see the offense live this year.

“I want to see the offense go
out there and do what they do. I
think there are going to be a lot
of  points this year for sure.
There’s going to be fireworks.”

Looking for a reason to be
bullish on the Colts, who are
coming off  a 9-8 season that saw
them fall just 15 yards short of
an AFC South championship?
Start with the offensive poten-
tial.

Now, there’s not a lot of  track
record here to rely on.

Taylor hasn’t had a 1,000-yard
season since 2021, but he showed
signs of  a return to form in his
final three games last year. —
rushing for 327 yards and three

scores and averaging 4.7 yards
per carry.

He rushed for 188 yards and
one touchdown on 30 attempts
in the season finale against the
Houston Texans with a playoff
spot on the line, and he’s happy
and healthy this summer with
last year’s contract squabble far
in the rearview mirror.

Pittman is coming off  a sea-
son in which he set career highs
with 109 catches and 1,152
receiving yards, and he signed a
three-year, $70 million contract
to return as a free agent in the
spring.

And Nelson is a three-time
first-team All-Pro at right guard
whose return to dominance in
2023 helped spark a bounce-back
season for the offensive line.

But most of  the rest of  the
hype around this offense is cen-
tered around hope and high
expectations.

Downs put up outstanding
numbers — 68 catches for 771

yards — as a rookie but must
prove he can make the expected
leap in Year 2, and Mitchell is a
second-round draft pick with
freakish athletic traits who will
compete with Alec Pierce for the
second outside receiver role.

Then there’s Richardson, per-
haps the most intriguing player
in the NFL this summer.

He played just four games as a
rookie, but offered a tantalizing
glimpse of  how his dual-threat
ability could fit in head coach
Shane Steichen’s offense.

Richardson is far from a fin-
ished product, and there are
sure to be growing pains in Year
2.

But Steichen, who is not
prone to hype, likes what he’s
seen this spring and summer.

“I just think he’ll make some
plays that people haven’t seen
before,” Steichen said. “He did
some last year that were incred-
ible and just to build on that —
22-year-old, going into a second

year, the athletic ability that he
brings — again, just so excited
about it.”

Richardson’s growth might be
the primary factor that deter-
mines whether Indianapolis
lives up to its enormous offen-
sive potential.

Steichen might be the biggest
reason to believe the quarter-
back can get the job done.

As an offensive coordinator
he helped Los Angeles Chargers
quarterback Justin Herbert and
Philadelphia Eagles quarter-
back Jalen Hurts develop into
young stars.

In his first year as a head
coach, the Colts’ offense ranked
10th in scoring (23.3 points per
game) despite starting the back-
up quarterback for 13 games
and ranking 26th in third-down
conversions (35.3%) and 23rd in
red-zone touchdown conver-
sions (49.1%).

If  the combo of  Taylor and
Richardson — who played just
two snaps together in 2023 —
can improve the situational
numbers, the offense could
reach a new gear.

“I don’t think people realize —
a lot of  people talk about the
guys we have in the locker room,
which is a huge part,” Taylor
said. “But Coach Steichen is a
major part of  that (offensive
potential). He’s kind of  like a
mad genius.”

Indianapolis believes it has

the right mix of  youth and expe-
rience to launch the offense into
one of  the league’s elite units.

A largely veteran offensive
line will be leaned upon to open
holes for a dynamic running
game and give Richardson time
to unleash his cannon of  a right
arm in the deep passing attack.

Pittman and Taylor have
reached the stage in their
careers where they’re not just
the team’s most lethal playmak-
ers but also two of  its most
important leaders. And younger
players like Downs, Mitchell and
Pierce have plenty of  room left to
reach their ceilings.

A lot, of  course, depends on
Richardson’s ability to be consis-
tent and keep the chains moving
from down to down in addition to
his explosive big-play ability.

He certainly sounds like a
man who relishes the challenges
ahead.

“Man, I don’t feel like there’s
any way you can stop the
offense,” he said. “We’ve got too
many options. Me, I’m two
options within myself, throwing
the ball and running the ball.
Then you’ve got JT back there,
and we got all these weapons
catching the ball for us.

“So I don’t think there’s any
way we should be able to be
stopped. So we just got to keep
pushing and just keep working
together and building more
chemistry.”

Colts believe offense ready to hit higher gear
‘The offense is so loaded. This is
actually a year where I am super
excited to — like I won’t be sitting
down during a game. I really want
to see the offense live this year.’

—Linebacker E.J. Speed
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Special to The Commercial Review/Tracy Clark

Sprinting in the sunshine
Isaiah Timmerman competes in the Run Jay County 2K race

on Saturday morning. Timmerman earned the top time of 7 minutes,
39.34 seconds, and he hit a top speed of 14.6 miles per hour.

FORT WAYNE — The
Rockets were riding high
after taking the Carring-
ton Red Tournament
championship on July 21,
but it wasn’t quite enough
to secure a National
Amatuer Baseball Federa-
tion title.

The Portland Rockets
went 3-1 over the weekend
to finish as the runners-
up to the Fort Wayne
Blues in the NABF region-
al tournament.

The Rockets opened up
with a pair of  victories on
Friday, with wins over the
Jasper Reds 7-2, and the
Fort Wayne Jackers, 4-1.
They then took down the
Livonia Firebirds 5-2 in
the semifinal before
things started to unravel
against the Blues for a 7-2
loss.

The only runs for Port-
land (20-15) came on a sac-
rifice fly by Cameron Pratt
and a game-tying home
run by Garrison Brege.

After the Rockets knot-
ted things up at 2-2, they
couldn’t hold on as Cam-
den La Fuze gave up four
runs – three of  which
were earned – in the sixth
inning. Two walks and a
hit batter loaded the bases
for Fort Wayne before
back-to-back singles and a
wild pitch scored four
runs.

The Blues added one
more in the seventh
inning to put the game
away.

Portland didn’t struggle

to find offense in the first
three games of  the tour-
nament.

Dylan Brammer led the
team with five RBIs,
including a three-run
home run against the
Jackers and a pair of  RBI
hits against the Reds.

The Rockets got off  to a
hot start in the opener
against the Reds. Portland
scored the first three runs
of  the game. After giving
up a pair in the fourth
inning, the Rockets scored
four in the bottom half  to
put the game out of  reach.

Outside of  Brammer’s
third-inning blast against
the Jackers, the Rockets
scored on a single by Joel
Kennedy in the fifth.

The Rockets came back
from a 2-0 deficit against
the Firebirds by netting a
three-run inning that
included home runs from
Kade Muth and Brege.
Two more crossed in the
seventh on back-to-back
singles by Peyton Smith
and Kennedy.

Mitch Waters secured
the win against the Reds
by only allowing two
earned runs over six
innings pitched.

The winner of  game No.
2 was Jared Holley, who
went the distance for the
Rockets and only gave up
one run in the victory.

Brammer also went the
distance in the third
game, allowing two runs
on eight hits for the three-
run win.

Rockets end
as regional
runners-up

ELKHART — Cooper
Glentzer has no shortage of
accomplishments in his
young career. That list only
grew over the weekend.

Cooper Glentzer, along
with Grant Glentzer and
Aubrey Millspaugh, com-
peted in the 2024 Indiana
Swimming Summer North
Divisional Championships
at Elkhart Health and
Aquatics Center over the
weekend.

Cooper Glentzer led the
way by medaling in six
events for the boys 14-and-
younger division. His top
two events were the 200-
meter and 100-meter
freestyle swims, both of
which he finished as the
runner-up.

In other freestyle events,
Cooper Glentzer finished
third in the 50 freestyle and
fourth in the 500 freestyle.

His other two podium-
worthy performances came
in the 100 backstroke
(fourth place) and the 100
butterfly (fifth place).

Grant Glentzer also com-
peted in the 14-and-younger
division, with his top finish
coming in the 1,650
freestyle. He took sixth
place in the race.

Other finishes include
13th in the 500 freestyle and
100 backstroke, 19th in the
200 freestyle, 21st in the 50
freestyle and 24th in the 100
freestyle.

Millspaugh swam in the
girls open division. A fifth-
place finish in the 200 indi-
vidual medley ended as her
top placement. She also
medaled in the 500
freestyle, as she finished
seventh.

Other placements
include 12th in the 200 and
100 freestyle and 13th in the
50 freestyle.

Glentzer
cleans up
in Elkhart

by MARK ZEIGLER
The San Diego Union-Tribune
Tribune News Service

PARIS — When he was a kid with a mop
of  curly hair in upstate New York, Jim-
mer Fredette was regularly subjected to
“The Gauntlet.”

TJ, his older brother and de facto
medieval trainer, noticed that a church in
nearby Queensbury had a long, dark hall-
way with doorways and recesses where
people could hide. They turned out the
lights and had young Jimmer try to drib-
ble from one end to the other while TJ and
their friends would leap from the shad-
ows, trying to knock him into the walls
and strip him of  the ball.

It taught him how to dribble with his
head up, how to keep the ball close to his
body, how to keep a low center of  gravity
to maintain balance, how to react to
unforeseen defensive maneuvers. It also,
unwittingly, prepared him for the unpre-
dictable.

Prepared him for his life and career.
A dim light illuminated the end of  the

hallway. The goal was to reach it.
Two decades after those tortuous after-

noons dribbling “The Gauntlet,” 13 years
after terrorizing San Diego State as the
nation’s leading scorer at BYU, four years
after an ignominious pro career washed
out on three continents, three years after
joining a venture capital firm, five months
after his 35th birthday, he has.

Fredette isn’t playing for Team USA in
the five-on-five basketball competition at
the Summer Olympics, but he is playing
basketball in Paris. He’s playing 3×3, a
halfcourt, outdoor bastardization of
James Naismith’s game that made its
Olympic debut in 2021 in Tokyo and has
gained more traction in Europe than the
United States.

“You never know where life will take
you,” Fredette, now 35, says. “I’ve had awe-
some times in my career and I’ve had
tough times in my career, much like any-
body in their lives, whether it’s athletics or
something else. The biggest thing for me is
once a door closes, another opens and
being able to go all in through that door.

“It’s given me a new life in basketball.
It’s been a crazy and wild journey, but I
wouldn’t change it for anything. … It’s an
unorthodox path to get to the Olympics,
right?”

He and SDSU’s Kawhi Leonard both left
college basketball in 2011 after a storied
Mountain West rivalry of  epic games and
sold-out arenas and students camping
overnight for tickets. Fredette was the
conference and national player of  the

year, and he went five picks earlier in the
NBA Draft at No. 10.

Then their paths forked.
A decade later, Leonard had won two

NBA titles and been Finals MVP in both
and named to six All-Star Games. Career
earnings: $275 million.

Fredette went from BYU … to the Sacra-
mento Kings … to the Chicago Bulls … to
the New Orleans Pelicans … to the San
Antonio Spurs for training camp … to the
G League’s Westchester (N.Y.) Knicks … to
the New York Knicks for two games … to
the Denver Nuggets for summer league …
back to the Westchester Knicks … to
China’s Shanghai Sharks … to the
Phoenix Suns for six games … to Greece’s
Panathinaikos … and back to Shanghai.

And then, in 2021, to a venture capital
firm in Utah while living in Denver.

What happened?
“It was different,” says Fredette, who

averaged 28.9 points as a senior at BYU
and dropped 43 on SDSU that had 22,700
fans in the Marriott Center chanting,
“You got Jimmered.”

“It was the first time I wasn’t ‘the man’
on the team. I was low man on the totem
pole. Some games I’d play, some games I
wouldn’t play at all. That wasn’t easy.”

His relative lack of  size (6-foot-2) and
length and quickness likely hurt him at
the next level. He wasn’t considered an
elite defender or rebounder like Leonard,
or a role player who could fit around other
stars. But his quick release and inter-
galactic range figured to translate.

It didn’t.
“I think I was a little ahead of  my time,

where I was shooting from really long
ranges in college and it wasn’t really like
that in the NBA at that point,” Fredette
says. “I came in with that kind of  skillset,
and if  I don’t have the green light to do
that, you’re taking away half  my skillset.
Whereas now, if  I came in (to the NBA), I
feel like they’d give me a green light to do
some of  that stuff. It’s just timing and situ-
ation.

“I’m not the first guy who’s gone into
the NBA and not have happen what they
wanted to have happen. It happens to guys
every single year, all over the place. It’s the
way the sport goes. Some guys make it,
some guys don’t.”

Fredette got the green light at Westch-
ester and was named MVP of  the All-Star
Game with 35 points, six rebounds and
eight assists in 25 minutes. He did in
Shanghai as well, averaging 37.3, 37.4 and
36.9 points in his first three seasons; one
time, he scored 73 points.

See Fredette page 7

Jimmer Fredette
reinvents himself in
Olympic 3x3 basketball


