
The Commercial Review
Thursday, August 1, 2024

Max Chenoweth, 86, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  86 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 70.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
showers and thunderstorms
with a low of  70. Expect more
rain and storms Friday, espe-
cially in the afternoon, with a
high in the low 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County Junior-
Senior High School cheerlead-
ers will hold their state fair
preview show at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day at East Jay Elementary
School. The squads will com-
pete Saturday at the Indiana
State Fair beginning at 9:30
a.m.

Friday — Jay County
native works at Olympic train-
ing facility.

Saturday — Results from
the Marching Patriots at Indi-
ana State Fair Band Day.

Tuesday — Coverage of  the
Jay County cheer squads at
the Indiana State Fair.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Bond-ing
experience

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

At the end of the Jay County High School Marching Patriots show, the props that show silhouettes of James Bond
through most of the performance are flipped to review his name. The show, titled “You Know My Name,” features music
from the Daniel Craig era of the long-running movie franchise.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Thousands of  Hoosier
students are headed back
to school this week and
next — and with the start
of  a new academic year
comes a slew of  new poli-
cies affecting testing, cur-
riculum and classroom
behavior.

More than a dozen K-12
education laws were
passed by state lawmakers
during the 2024 session
and went into effect July 1.
Some details —
like changes to IREAD
tests and high school
diplomas — are still being
hashed out by state offi-
cials and won’t become
official for several years.

And although newly-
enacted legislation brings
minimal changes to
schools’ finances, the sec-
ond year of  the current
biennial budget does bring
some dollar boosts.

Per-student funding
increases improved 5.3%
in Fiscal Year 2024, and
another 1.8% for this fiscal
year, which began July 1.
That means schools
received $8.84 billion for
tuition support last fiscal
year, and $9.03 billion this
year. Private school vouch-
ers and public charter
schools also get a portion
of  this funding, however.

Indiana’s next two-year
budget will be crafted in
the 2025 session and take
effect July 1 of  next year.

Among the most debated
legislation of  the 2024 ses-
sion, Senate Enrolled Act
1 seeks to remedy Indi-
ana’s literacy “crisis” by
requiring schools to
administer the statewide
IREAD test in second
grade — a year earlier
than previous require-
ments — and direct new,
targeted support to at-risk
students and those strug-
gling to pass the exam. 

But if, after three tries, a
third grader can’t meet the
IREAD standard, legisla-
tors want school districts
to retain them. That num-
ber could reach into the
thousands, according to
2023 data. New IREAD
results for tests taken in
Spring 2024 are expected to
be released next month. 

Nearly 1,100 schools
opted-in to administer
IREAD to second grade
students during the 2023-
2024 school year, accord-
ing to the Indiana Depart-
ment of  Education
(IDOE). All will be
required to do so when
giving students the test in
March 2025.  

Students who demon-
strate reading proficiency
in second grade won’t have
to test again, and their
passing score will be
reflected in the following
year’s IREAD results for
third grade students.

The summer school
course curriculum must
be aligned to science of
reading and be taught by a
teacher, instructor or tutor
who is specifically trained
in that instructional prac-
tice, according to IDOE.  A
summer retest option will
also be available to third
grade students who did not
reach proficiency in sec-
ond grade or during regu-
lar spring testing. 

Schools
to start
with new
policies
in place

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Bond. James Bond.
From the drum major salute

with a twirling Emma LeMaster
next to a dapper Gabe Pinkerton
to a series of  silhouettes along
the back of  the field, everything
about the Marching Patriots’
2024 repertoire evokes the name.

Jay County High School’s
marching band show — “You
Know My Name” — is built
around the iconic themes of  the
James Bond films.

The show idea came from a
track of  the same name, which is
the opening of  the Daniel Craig
movies in the long-running film
franchise.

“I’ve always loved it,” said
JCHS band director Chuck
Roesch. “His version of  James
Bond is a lot different than
Shawn Connery, Roger Moore
and even Pierce Brosnan … He’s
a lot more aggressive. The
movies reflect the culture. The
movies are a lot more action
based and not so much
spy/thriller. …

“That song is just so aggres-
sive and grungy that I’ve always
been drawn to it.”

“You Know My Name” is the
closing number for the Marching
Patriots’ show, with “Writings on
the Wall” from the 2015 movie
“Spectre” as the “opening cred-
its” followed by the original

James Bond Theme. “Skyfall,”
from the 2012 film of  the same
name, serves as the ballad.

Alex Yoder arranged all of  the
pieces for the band — Caleb Gar-
ringer on mellophone and
Joseph Boggs on baritone are the
featured soloists — with Roesch
then building the drill off  of  the
music. His goal, he said, was to
capture the essence of  Bond,
including swirly forms that
invoke the idea of  the octopus
that is Spectre’s logo.

There is also a lot of  casino
imagery, most obviously via the
flags used by the color guard.
The opening deep red flags dis-
play the four suites of  a deck of
cards. Other flags show the face

cards, utilize the deep green felt
of  poker tables and include vari-
ous references to Bond. (All of
them took their backgrounds
from the opening credits of  the
2006 film “Casino Royale.”)

The color guard members
wear tuxedo-themed uniforms
and the drum majors are dressed
to the nines in true Bond fash-
ion.

“It’s a very class show, obvi-
ously,” said drum major Emma
LeMaster, referencing her own
sparkling red gown and fellow
drum major Gabe Pinkerton’s
tuxedo. “It’s definitely different
from what we’ve done in the
past.”

See Show page 2

Show evokes action/adventure world

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Chuck Roesch was thrilled
with band camp.

He said his Marching Patriots
came out a different group fol-
lowing their week at Indiana
Wesleyan University.

Their first performance fol-
lowing band camp, though, was-
n’t quite up to the standards they
expected. 

After a couple of  quality runs
in front of  their home fans Tues-
day night, they feel ready for the
state fair.

Jay County High School’s
Marching Patriots will compete
Friday at Indiana State Fair
Band Day, taking the track early
at 10:21 a.m.

“When they play smart, when
they play together, when they’re
focused in and they’re concen-
trating, they are at their best,”
said Roesch following Tuesday
evening’s state fair preview per-
formance. “The two runs that we
had tonight are indicative of
that.

“Saturday night was a good
show, but it wasn’t a great show.”

The preliminary round of  the
state fair competition begins at 9
a.m. Kokomo is the first of  the
top contenders to take the track
at 9:45 a.m., with Muncie Central

and Richmond back-to-back at
10:45 and 10:54 a.m. Montgomery
County, Anderson and Center-
ville perform in succession
beginning at 11:39 a.m.

Awards from the preliminar-
ies will be at 4:30 p.m. Finals are
scheduled for 8 p.m., with awards
to follow.

The weather forecast does not
look promising, with a 41%
chance of  rain beginning and 9
a.m. and increasing through the
evening hours. Thunderstorms
are also possible.

Rain, thunder and lightning
can’t be a concern for his crew,
Roesch said.

“We can’t get can’t get caught
up with distractions — if  it’s
gonna rain, if  it’s not gonna
rain,” he said. “The one thing
that I’ve always learned and the
thing that I try to get my students
to understand is there are things
that are within your control and
things that are outside your con-
trol.

“We’ll be there. We’ll be ready
to go. We’ll also be flexible if
something gets (changed) with
the schedule. But when it’s time
to light it up, we’re gonna to be
ready to go out there and just lay
down a great show for everybody
and entertain them.”

See Rise page 2

Patriots ready to rise to the challenge

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Jay County High School Marching Patriots,
including clarinet player Gina Ward (center) kneel near the end
of the first run of their state fair preview show Tuesday evening.
The Indiana State Fair Band Day competition begins at 9 a.m.
Friday, with JCHS scheduled to take the track at 10:21 a.m.
Preliminary awards are at 4:30 p.m., with finals at 8 p.m.



Four injured
Four people were

injured Tuesday after a
Portland woman alleged-
ly crossed the center line
on county road 50 North
and struck an oncoming
Decatur woman’s vehicle.

Samantha K. Howard,
28, Portland, was driving
a 2005 Chevrolet Silvera-
do north on the road near
county road 800 North
about 9:58 p.m. Tuesday.
At the same time, Nancy
Garcia Magdaleno, 27,
Decatur, was driving a
2004 Oldsmobile Silhou-
ette south on the road.
According to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report,
Howard crossed the cen-
ter line into the path of
Garcia Magdaleno’s vehi-
cle, causing their cars to
collide head on. 

Howard told police Gar-
cia Magdaleno crossed
the center line, but the
sheriff ’s office report
indicates that the police
investigation shows it
was Howard’s vehicle that
crossed the center line.

Garcia Magdaleno was
trapped in the vehicle
and extricated by emer-
gency responders. She
sustained leg and hip
injuries and was flown to
Lutheran Hospital in
Fort Wayne. Her passen-
ger, 35-year-old Diana E.

Garcia of  Decatur, com-
plained of  pain all over
her body.

Howard sustained leg
and mouth injuries, and
her passenger, 2-year-old
Grayson W. Howard of
Portland, sustained a
head injury. The Howards
were transported to IU
Health Jay.

Both drivers were
given alcohol and drug
blood tests with results
pending. Damage is esti-
mated between $25,000
and $50,000.

Plow accident
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and $10,000
after a Pennville man’s
vehicle struck Jay County
equipment along county
road 750 West about 7 a.m.
Tuesday.

Fred W. Miller Jr., 61,
was driving his 2018 Ford
F-150 north on the road
near county road 400
North. At the same time,
Harley W. Geesaman Jr.,

60, was driving a 2018
Western Star 4700 dump
truck south on the road
while working on it,
according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report. As
Miller drove by
Geesaman, his tire hit the
vehicle’s plow.

Miller’s vehicle was
towed. The dump truck
Geesaman was driving is
registered to Jay County
Commissioners.
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I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765-747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturday  ys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 

Max Chenoweth
Sept. 27, 1937-July 30, 2024

Max Moody Chenoweth 86, of
Portland, Indiana, passed away
in the company of  his wife and
four children on
July 30, 2024, at
his home in Port-
land.

Max was born
in Randolph
County to Harvey
and Eva (Moody)
Chenoweth. The
family moved to
Jay County when
he was 3 years old. Max graduat-
ed from Portland High School in
1955.

Max married his wife Shelba
Louck on Feb. 14, 1960, (64 years)
and she survives. They started a

dairy business and farmed,
which was Max's first love. One
year later, he was drafted into
the army and served from 1961
to 1963 where he was trained as
a cook.

Max had several interesting
jobs after the army, including
farming, where he started
Chenoweth Family Swine and
working at Jay County Farm
Bureau Co-Op, Pennville Farm
Service, Jay Petroleum and
Bavarian Motor Transport. His
favorite job was driving a school
bus for Jay School Corporation,
including transporting the Jay
County High School football and
basketball teams.

Max was a member of  Ameri-
can Legion Post 211 and served
as an Honor Guard member. He
was involved in Jay County 4-H

for over 40 years, including the
leader of  Green Active Workers,
swine superintendent for 20
years and the voice emceeing
the Jay County 4-H swine show
for many years. 

In 1985, Max and Shelba start-
ed the Michael A. Alig Memori-
al Scholarship in memory of
Mike Alig and the scholarship
has grown exponentially and
provided scholarships to FFA
youth to this day. In 2022, Max
was given the Honorary Chapter
FFA Degree and inducted into
the Jay County Agriculture Hall
of  Fame. He was a trustee for
the Mt. Zion Church in Noble
Township and served on the
Mount Zion Cemetery Board.
Max enjoyed antique tractors,
tinkering around in his garage
and visiting the Jay County Fair

and Indiana State Fair.
Max is survived by his sister,

Vita Miller, Urbana, Indiana;
brother-in-law Larry (Carol)
Louck; and four children, Sabra
(Jeff) Jackson, Fort Wayne, Den-
nis (Donna) Chenoweth, Kimbra
(Eric) Reynolds and Gayle Dav-
enport, all of  Portland. He has
15 grandchildren and two bonus
grandchildren. He has 20 great-
grandchildren and seven bonus
great-grandchildren, plus spe-
cial nephew Zeb (Neesha)
Anderson and special niece
Molly (Evan) Twigg.

Max was preceded in death by
his parents; and two sisters,
Vivian Chenoweth Sorenson
and Nancy Chenoweth Thorn-
ton; brother-in-law Will (Vi)
Miller; and sister-in-law Rhea
Louck Wood.

Funeral services will be Fri-
day, Aug. 2, 2024, at 7 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Darrell Borders pre-
siding. Visitation will be from 3
to 7 p.m. at the funeral home.
Military services will follow by
American Legion Post #211.

Memorials may be directed to
Jay County 4-H or the Jay Coun-
ty Cancer Society.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Chenoweth

Friday
Chenoweth, Max: 7 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Domingue-Wutz, Sum-

mer: 3 p.m., Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home, 208
N. Commerce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
So far this summer, Jay

County has finished third
twice — at Anderson and
on their home track at Jay
County Fairgrounds. It
was also fifth at both
Muncie Central’s Spirit of
Sound and the Drums at
Winchester.

Results from through-
out the summer make
Muncie Central a heavy
favorite heading into the
state fair competition. The
band has won every con-
test it has entered this
summer.

Two-time defending
champion Kokomo fol-
lows, with Anderson and
Richmond together in the
next group based on
scores thus far. Jay Coun-
ty is in the next pack along
with Centerville and
Montgomery County, hav-
ing finished just ahead of
and just behind both
groups at points during
the summer.

JCHS knows full well,
though, that Friday comes
down to one performance.
It was sixth in the prelimi-
nary round of  the state
fair in 2023 before surging
all the way to a third-place
finish in the finals, win-
ning a tiebreaker over
Centerville for that spot.

“The kids have them-
selves set up real nicely,”
said Roesch, who is in his
third year with Jay Coun-

ty after two decades at
Centerville. “They’re in a
good position. They can
move up with a good run
on Friday and another
good run Friday night. … 

“With this group, based
on the shows that we saw
tonight, I anticipate them
going out there and going
ahead and lighting it up
and being able to make up

some ground on some of
the groups that are ahead
of  us.”

That said, he noted that
the Marching Patriots can
only control their own per-
formance. It’s reaching
their best that is the ulti-
mate goal.

“This group will be hap-
piest when they can come
off  the finish line know-

ing that they did every sin-
gle thing on that field and
sacrificed and gave it their
all for every other member
in the group,” Roesch said.
“It’s not going to be about
points. It’s not going to be
about placing. …

“That’s always the goal
— just pushing ourselves
to make the show the best
that it can possibly be."

Rise ...
Band day at a glance

The Jay County High School Marching Patriots will compete Friday at the Indiana State Fair Band Day
competition. JCHS finished third last year, jumping up after sitting sixth during preliminaries. Below is a
look at when the top competitors are scheduled to perform Friday.

Kokomo 9:45 a.m.
Jay County 10:21 a.m.

Muncie Central 10:45 a.m.
Richmond 10:54 a.m.

Montgomery County 11:39 a.m.
Anderson 11:48 a.m.
Centerville 11:57 a.m.

Frankton-Lapel 1:33 p.m.

Awards from the preliminaries are scheduled for 4:30 p.m. The finals will begin at 8 p.m.

The Indianapolis forecast for Friday calls for an increasing chance of rain as
the day goes on, with thunderstorms possible in the afternoon.

In case of inclement weather, the state fair band day policy is as follows: All attempts will be made
to hold the contest. After completion of the  preliminary session, the weather and performance area
will be evaluated, and a decision will be made by the band day coordinator and Indiana State Fair offi-
cials to determine whether the finals session can be held. In the event the performance area cannot
be used for marching during the finals session, a decision will be made whether the bands can give
stand-still performances. If a stand-still performance is given for finals performance, each band will be
judged on music execution and music general effect. The preliminary visual execution and visual gen-
eral effect scores will be included to determine the band’s final score. If a stand-still performance can-
not be given for finals performance, preliminary scores will determine a band’s final placement for
presentation of trophies and cash awards.

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
While the show has a Bond

theme, it’s not a spy story. There is
no James Bond character on a mis-
sion. 

Instead, it is meant to draw the
audience into a Bond world.

“It’s basically gonna be captur-
ing a lot of  the action … and
excitement from the movies with-
out actually having a character
and a story line,” said Roesch. “I
think what we’re really gonna be

doing with this show is just taking
you into the world of  James
Bond.”

There are little touches through-
out.

One of  LeMaster’s favorites is
when the band members take a
moment to fix their cuffs.

“It definitely goes along with
our show,” she said.

“It’s the classic James Bond,”
added Pinkerton. “You get out of
the rubble and you adjust the cuff,

adjust the bow tie and keep going
on.”

It marks the second time in the
Marching Patriots’ long history that
they have presented a James Bond-
themed show. The other was in 2002,
when the group finished second at
the Indiana State Fair and earned the
caption award for best music. It fea-
tured the James Bond Theme from
the “Goldfinger” and “Nobody Does
it Better” films along with “You Only
Live Twice” and “Live & Let Die.”

Show ...

Archway Classic (Centerville) Third out of eight 53.35 points
Jay County Lions Third out of 10 61.25 points

Spirit of Sound (Muncie Central) Fifth out of 26 65.65 points
Drums at Winchester Fifth out of 23 77.45 points

The Marching Patriots’ summer so far

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$154 million

Mega Millions
19-23-30-33-50
Mega Ball: 25
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$358 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-6-8
Daily Four: 4-3-9-7
Quick Draw: 4-5-7-8-

15-19-22-31-33-35-38-42-
46-55-62-66-67-74-75-80

Evening
Daily Three: 1-6-0
Daily Four: 3-2-1-1
Quick Draw: 1-4-7-8-9-

24-27-31-34-41-46-50-52-54-
57-64-65-67-71-75

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-9
Pick 4: 5-5-6-3
Pick 5: 6-8-7-4-3
Evening
Pick 3: 1-6-3
Pick 4: 0-9-2-9
Pick 5: 6-1-2-5-1
Rolling Cash: 19-22-28-

29-36
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1998, the Jay Coun-
ty High School Marching
Patriots finished second
in the Music In Motion
band contest at Ander-
son. They scored 75.3
points to trail Franklin
Central (79).

In 2013, the Portland
Rockets fell 11-10 in 12
innings to Louisville
Star Drywall in the open-
ing round of  the Nation-
al Amateur Baseball

Federation regional
tournament in
Louisville, Kentucky.

In 2022, Portland City
Council approved a two-
tiered sewer rate
increase at a total of
33.6%. The increase was
set to be split, with about
half  going into effect
Jan. 1, 2023, and the
remainder to follow on
April 1.

—The CR

CR almanac

82/67 84/64 86/64 83/64 86/65
Friday looks

to be another
day of rain with
a 70% chance
of thunder-
storms.

There’s a
slight
chance of
thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise,
mostly
sunny.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday,
when the
high will be
83.

Saturday
has a 50%
chance of
showers and
thunderstorms.
Otherwise,
mostly cloudy.

Sunday’s
forecast
shows sunny
skies with a
high around
86 degrees.

Friday
8/2

Saturday
8/3

Sunday
8/4

Monday
8/5

Tuesday
8/6

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.73
Sept. corn ................3.76
Wheat ......................4.55

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.72
Sept. corn ................3.72
Oct. corn ..................3.70

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.66
Sept. corn ................3.66
Beans ......................10.53

Sept. beans ............10.53
Wheat ...................... 4.81

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.60
Sept. corn ................3.55
Beans ......................10.60
Sept. beans ............10.57
Wheat ......................4.87

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.66
Sept. corn ................3.66
Beans ......................10.48
Sept. beans .............10.23
Wheat ......................4.61

Today
1:30 p.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-

ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Holds its next
meeting at noon Friday,
Aug. 2, at Harmony Café
in Portland.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay
Community Center in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, contact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.)
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

an opportunity
to advertise

your business

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Engine show
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - UNIV*

FRHS fall sports
Tuesday, Aug. 20 - CR*

JCHS fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - CR/NS*

Blackford fall sports
Wednesday, Aug. 21 - NT*

Randolph County football
Thursday, Aug. 22 - N-G*
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DEAR ABBY: Fifteen years
into our marriage, I’m strug-
gling to honor my wife’s desire
for space and independence. I
can be a hopeless romantic, and
my attempts to communicate
my desire for trustworthy and
healthy boundaries have actual-
ly made it worse. 

We had a romantic origin
story in a foreign country, and
we haven’t had a vacation
together with the kids in 10
years. She enjoys going on solo
vacations so she can be “free”
to have adventures where she
can get attention from other
men. 

I trust her and love her
deeply, but her returning to the
exact location where we met
romantically so she can be the
object of  other men’s desire is
hurtful. When I’ve communi-
cated this, she says I’m being
“needy.” I disagree. 

How can I let my wife be free
and independent when the ways
in which she does it are hurtful
to me? When I express this
openly and honestly, I’m made
to feel as if  it’s a “me” problem
to resolve for myself. 

There are subtle and some-
times overt comments that
make me feel like our connec-
tion is slipping away, and I
refuse to let that happen. We are
in counseling, but she’s against
it. What do you do when your
desire for a deeper connection
with your wife is rebuffed? —
LOSING IT IN NEW YORK

DEAR LOSING IT: I am so
glad you and your wife are in
counseling, because you both
need it. Since your wife is
doing this against her will, I
urge you to continue alone if
necessary. 

Please understand that you
cannot save a marriage all by
yourself. There has to be a
mutual willingness, and it
often involves compromise.
Ten years since a family
vacation is a very long time.
For her to take solo vaca-
tions so she can appear to be
single (if  that’s her reason)
is hardly working on your
marriage, and you have not

been “needy” by pointing out
that fact.

•••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a twice wid-

owed lady. I’m also a snowbird.
There is a gentleman, also a
snowbird, who comes south and
stays with the family across the
street from me. He’s very nice,
and we have gone to dinner a
few times, but I have no desire
to have more than a casual rela-
tionship. I drink good wine; he’s
a beer drinker.

Last week, he came to visit
and brought a large bottle of
very inexpensive (and awful)
wine. I graciously had a small
glass, but it wasn’t to my liking.
He has mentioned that he has
bought yet another bottle of
this wine for us to share. 

How do I tell him I only want
to be friends and that my taste
in wine is more refined than his
without coming across as a
snob? I don’t want to hurt his
feelings, but I just can’t drink
another glass of  it. — CABER-
NET QUEEN IN FLORIDA

DEAR QUEEN: Before you
see this nice man again, ask
him to return the wine he
purchased “for you to share”
and tell him it’s your turn to
bring the wine. People have
different tastes, and it isn’t
“snobbish” to make your
preference known. As to the
issue of  just wanting to be
friends, once he sees the
price of  the wine you prefer,
he may be only too glad to go
back to his beer.

•••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Bailey
Jameson Paul Michael, a

son, was born July 25 at St.
Vincent Randolph to Michael
Bailey and Mackenzie Hollow-
ell of  Winchester. 

He weighed 7 pounds, 5
ounces.

His grandparents are Brian
and Barb Hollowell of  Portland
and Mark Bailey  of   Farm-
land.

Langenkamp
Calvin Roger, a son, was

born July 13 to Caitlin and

Alex Langenkamp of  Portland
at St. Vincent Randolph in
Winchester.

He weighed 8 pounds, 1
ounce.

His grandparents are Roger
and Debbie Langenkamp and
Joe and Cindy Ruchgy.

Birth announcements

Partner’s solo trips
affecting marriage

Dear
Abby

By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service

Q. I often hear, “Set clear
boundaries” when co-par-
enting, but my co-parent
just does what he wants and
I am left frustrated and
angry because he doesn’t lis-
ten to me. 

For example, he’s never on
time. The court order says
10 a.m. on Saturdays. He
rolls in at 10:30 and I’m sit-
ting at Starbucks for a half
hour with a crying 3 year
old. 

To make my point, I start-
ed to be late, too. It made no
impact. When I mentioned
it, he said, “Well, you’re late
sometimes, too!” What’s
good ex-etiquette?

A. A boundary is a limit
that you set for acceptable
behavior. But, if  you are
wishy-washy, that can be
confusing and people don’t
know what you expect.
That’s where the term “blur-
ry boundaries” comes from.
The line drawn gets
smudged.

Your example of  being
late is a perfect illustration.
Trying to get back at your
co-parent by also being late
just reinforced that being
late is really of  no conse-
quence to you. You blurred
the boundary when you, too,
were late. 

By the way, Good Ex-eti-
quette for Parents rules No.
5 and 6 are, “Don’t be spite-
ful” and “Don’t hold
grudges.” Revenge rarely

sets the example you want.
I am often asked how to

set a clear boundary. Here
are my suggestions:

1. Identify your limits.
What do you want? Consider
what actions, behaviors, and
situations you will accept
and what you will not find
acceptable.

2. Put boundaries in place
as soon as possible. If  you
wait or drag your feet, you
will have to play catch-up.
And once a boundary has
been breached, it is difficult
to be taken seriously.

3. Be consistent. Once
you’ve communicated your
boundary, stick to it. “Blur-
ry boundaries” just asks
your co-parent to push the
limits.

So, let’s say there was a
boundary in place but a co-
parent ignored it. How do
you get back on track? It will
be helpful to use “I” state-
ments to communicate your
feelings.

“I feel (name the emotion)
when (describe the action)
because (describe why). I
would like (name the cor-
rected behavior).”

The following is how put-
ting a boundary into place

looks in real life. The exam-
ple follows the model above,
but more importantly, the
original boundary was
breached and this co-parent
is asking that the original
boundary be respected.

“I’d like to revisit how we
communicate the kids’
schedules. Our previous
decision was that there was
no need to send each other
reminder texts once the
kids’ extracurriculars were
entered into the co-parent-
ing app calendar. I thought I
was clear when we dis-
cussed this previously, but I
am still getting reminder
texts from you, ‘just to make
sure.’

“I appreciate that you
were previously responsible
for getting the kids to their
activities and it may be diffi-
cult to relinquish that role
when they are with me, but I
must ask you to respect our
original agreement. Our
responsibilities have been
clearly defined, so in the
future, let’s do our best to
stick to our the agreement
already in place.”

Be direct and stay calm.
That’s good ex-etiquette.

•••••••••
Blackstone is a child cus-

tody mediator and the author
of  “The Bonus Family Hand-
book: The Definitive Guide to
Co-parenting and Creating
Stronger Families.” She can
be reached by visiting bonus-
families.com or emailing her
at jann@bonusfamilies.com.

Set clear boundaries
Ex-

Etiquette
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By MORTON J. MARCUS      
When Gilbert O’Sullivan (no

relation to Gilbert and Sulli-
van) wrote his 1972 lament,
“Alone again, naturally,” being
alone was not anywhere as pop-
ular as it is today. 

Back then, about 17% of
American households were
occupied by just one person.
Today, that figure is closing in
on 30%. Where, in the early
1970s, we saw 10 million single-
person households, now we’re
pressing 40 million.

Many factors have combined
to make living alone more com-
mon than in the ’70s. Longer
life for surviving spouses.
More divorced people. High
incomes for select occupations
filled by young people. They all
are evidence of  a more prosper-

ous economy with higher real
wages supplemented by pen-
sions, life insurance, social
security, more liberal mortgage
policies, increased female
labor force participation and
adults of  all ages accustomed
to more square footage than
enjoyed by previous genera-
tions.

We may imagine the diverse
lives of  those living alone. For
some, it is a golden time of

freedom and exploration. For
others, it is a daily grind in a
pit of  desperation. It is a fea-
ture of  our movies, songs and
fiction, a persistent reality in
advertising, but it fails to regis-
ter on our collective thoughts
of  American life or our antici-
pation of  our future society.

Americans complain of  a
housing shortage without
acknowledging the fact that
14% of  the population 18 and
older occupies 28% of  all hous-
ing units. In Indiana, that’s
16% of  the relevant population
using 29% of  our housing.

This living alone phenome-
non has increased every year
since 1960. From 2012 through
2022, occupied housing units
increased by 12% while the
number of  persons living alone

increased by 15%. That’s a gap
of  only three percentage
points, but in New Mexico the
gap was 14 percentage points
(11% vs 25%). Indiana ranked
12th with a gap of  seven per-
centage points, more than
twice that of  the nation. In all,
44 of  the 50 states saw those liv-
ing alone increasing faster
than did the number of  hous-
ing units.

The percent of  the popula-
tion living alone is highest for
those 65 and older, 27% in the
U.S. and 29% in Indiana. In
both the U.S. and Indiana, this
oldest group is just 6% of  those
18 and older, but they occupy
close to 12% of  the housing.

Among those 65-plus, five
diverse Indiana counties
(Switzerland, St. Joseph, Knox,

Huntington and Marion) have
more than a third of  their sen-
iors living alone. In Switzer-
land County, 9% of  the popula-
tion occupies 18% of  the hous-
ing units, yielding the largest
gap in the state of  nine per-
centage points. Hamilton Coun-
ty is at the opposite end of  the
spectrum, with 4% of  its 18-
and-older population using 8%
of  the housing; the lowest gap
in the state at four percentage
points.

Do we want to (should we) do
anything about those living
alone disproportionately occu-
pying housing? Are these
inequalities inequities?

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Why is grandma living all alone?

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Months if  not years in
the making, a bipartisan
bill in Washington seeks
to speed up permitting
for new energy infra-
structure, which far too
often today gets bogged
down if  not killed by
exhausting regulatory
processes and lawsuits.
Here’s hoping the imper-
fect but worthy legisla-
tion isn’t bogged down or
killed by the forces pro-
tecting the status quo,
which far too often today
carry the day in Con-
gress.

Anyone who claims to
care about giving Ameri-
cans plentiful access to
affordable energy, includ-
ing the renewable
sources of  power that
will are absolutely essen-
tial to slowing the rapid
rise in temperatures
that’s threatening people
and ecosystems across
the planet, should be
upset about the fact that,
according to the federal
energy department, 70%
of  the nation’s transmis-
sion lines are more than
25 years old. Old trans-
mission lines squander
energy. They make power
outages and cyberattacks
more likely. And perhaps
most importantly, they
drive up costs to con-
sumers.

It’s not just the wires
that deliver the electrici-
ty; it’s the sources that
produce it in the first
place. To wean the coun-
try off  carbon-emitting
sources by 2035, the Unit-
ed States has to quadru-
ple its annual deployment
pace for solar and wind
generation.

Yet under rules that
have only gotten more
complex and cumber-
some over the decades,
America continues to
move at a snail’s pace in
rolling out energy infra-
structure. As a late 2023
report by the World Eco-
nomic Forum put it, “At
the end of  2021 in the U.S.,
79% of  the wind pipeline
was stuck in the permit-
ting process versus the
construction
phase…There are also
over 2,000 gigawatts of
projects in the U.S. seek-
ing connection to the
grid, of  which more than
95% is clean power tech-
nology. Similarly, inter-
connection waiting time
is rising from less than
two years for projects
built in 2000-2007 to near-
ly four years for those
built in 2018-2022.”

As author Philip K.
Howard has pointed
out in these pages and
elsewhere, infrastructure
approvals can easily take
decades — with costs ris-
ing and rising with each
passing year of  delay.

The Trump administra-
tion took a crack at fixing
the problem, in one of  the
few policy moves this
page enthusiastically
supported. The Biden
administration, under
which both oil and renew-
able production are at all-
time highs, has also
pushed for smoother and
speedier permitting of
clean energy projects—
an agenda Republicans
and some Democrats have
resisted as an unfair
thumb on the scale.

The sweeping legisla-
tion co-authored by
Republican John Barras-
so and Democrat Joe
Manchin, who’s made
millions in the coal busi-
ness, aims to speed up
energy and infrastruc-
ture projects whether or
not they emit fossil fuels.
It would enable much
faster modernization of
the electric grid so that
new sources, which are
overwhelmingly renew-
able ones, can more easily
deliver power to homes
and businesses.

Oil, gas and other fos-
sil-fuel emitting indus-
tries won’t be on the out-
side looking in. The legis-
lation would set a dead-
line for the Energy
Department to decide
whether to give gas
export projects a thumbs-
up or thumbs-down, and
would streamline the
process for generating
energy, whether it’s
renewable or not, on pub-
lic lands. It would expand
both offshore oil drilling
and offshore wind, and
make it harder to tie up
projects in endless law-
suits.

The bill could use
refinement — given what
a huge threat climate
change, we’d strongly
prefer renewable sources
to be prioritized — but it
should nevertheless serve
as the foundation for
major reform that
unsticks the permitting
process and lets energy
and economic progress
accelerate.

Deal should
speed approval

THOMAS GRANT BRUSO
The Press-Republican (Plattsburgh, New York)
Tribune News Service

Short stories are a dying art.
Growing up in the 1980s and 1990s, I

consumed many pulp and mystery
short stories, satisfying my literary
taste and inner bookworm.

Stephen King, Ray Bradbury, Ed
McBain, Ross Macdonald, Raymond
Carver, and Donald E. Westlake were
a few of  my must-read authors. They
still are, in fact, my go-to writers
when I need a break from the usual
novel-length reads.

Nonetheless, they’re available and
can be equally enjoyed by various age
groups.

Two popular, long-running short
story publications, Ellery
Queen’s Mystery Magazine and
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Maga-
zine, are in print and accessible today
as e-books or bound paperbacks,
including a plentiful amount of
crime, mystery, pulp, and suspense
short fiction stories to sharpen and
pique the armchair detective’s little
grey cells. In the July/August
2024 issue of  Alfred Hitchcock’s Mys-
tery Magazine, a slew of  marvelous,
creative, and crafty tales is woven
into page-turning suspense reads
such as Steven Sheil’s title story, “The
Art of  Cruel Embroidery,” which is
set in a tailoring shop and boutique
business.

Marcelle Dube’s deftly handled
story, “Chuck Berry is Missing,” is
one of  the collection’s highlights,
with its wintery, atmospheric back-
drop and well-paced investigation. If
you’re looking for a solid missing per-
son mystery and summer crime, I
urge you to pick up or download a
copy of  the latest Alfred Hitch-
cock’s Mystery Magazine.

As for physical books and the
authors writing and churning out sto-
ries in the short fiction field, some
celebrated authors, such as Stephen
King and Joyce Carol Oates, have
recently released a mishmash of
short stories.

King is widely read and mainly
known for his horror tales. Until

recently, the master of  macabre took
a break from writing about blood-
thirsty clowns, gigantic spiders,
rabid dogs, vampires, and vengeful
cars for more grounded, human-
interest stories like “Holly” and
“Billy Summers.”

For years, King’s passionate fan
base has been clamoring for spooki-
er stories and the supernatural mon-
sters and sinister entities that live in
the dark and go bump in the night.
King must have been listening
because this past May, a dozen dark
stories surfaced in a 500-page tome
called “You Like it Darker,” a nostal-
gically and stylized compilation of
evocative old-school horror that
King fans have been waiting for.

King returns with a sequel to
“Cujo,” a short story titled “Rat-
tlesnakes.” King reminds us that the
past steers the future. In the story, a
widower travels to Florida to receive
an inheritance with strings
attached.

“Danny Coughlin’s Bad Dreams”
is my favorite of  the bunch. A man
dreams of  finding a dead body and
then goes searching for it, only to
land himself  in the line of  fire when
he becomes the main suspect in the
man’s death. It is the longest story in
the batch, clocking in at 151 pages,
but the stellar storytelling seizes you
and doesn’t let go.

In 2023, prolific literary jugger-
naut Joyce Carol Oates published
new arresting and provocative sto-
ries in “Zero-Sum.” The compendi-
um is an example of  art imitating
life — though it might be the other
way around — a brilliant and inno-
vative example of  somebody holding
a mirror up to our current times, a
frightening glance at our country’s

broken political and social land-
scape.

Oates likes to experiment with syn-
tax, content, and language. Many of
the stories in the book center on
women’s rights, feminism, and the
vulnerable framework of  living as a
woman in a violent man’s world.

“Mr. Stickum” includes violence
against women, a familiar theme in
Oate’s writing. Still, the physical,
emotional, and mental fatigue it takes
on the women in the story doesn’t out-
wit their hunger for control and retri-
bution.

In the most comprehensive and
powerfully wrought story, “The Sui-
cide,” a highly admired and cutting-
edge writer experiments with drafts
of  his own suicide.

C.J. Tudor (“The Chalk Man” and
“The Gathering”) combines her
strength for storytelling and world-
building in a slim but fierce collection
of  horror stories titled “A Sliver of
Darkness.”

Using engaging dialogue and mind-
bending narratives, Tudor features
chilling cases of  killer butterflies,
Doomsday scenarios, and mistaken
identity.

“Final Course” concentrates on a
group of  friends who gather for a din-
ner party as the country descends
into darkness. Grave consequences
abound as Tudor feeds her readers
with excellent pacing and mood and
amps up the creep factor to unnerv-
ing levels of  uncertainty.

“Gloria” is an eerie tale of  lust, as a
strange young woman endears her-
self to a cold-hearted killer.

Short fiction is on the menu—a
variety of  pulp, mystery, and sus-
pense tales for the ravenous reader.
This month and throughout the year,
support authors who write short sto-
ries. Check out the titles from this col-
umn, or select your own.

Whatever you choose, happy read-
ing.

••••••••••
Bruso is a Plattsburgh resident who

writes fiction and has been an avid
reader of  genre fiction since he was a
kid.

Short stories offer full reward
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Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
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(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   
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Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland
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GROUP, INC.
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JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN
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GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 
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• Medicare

Supplements •
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Agnes
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Hi and Lois
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

 SUBSCRIBE  TO
THE

COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

THE 

CLASSFIEDS

Find it 

Buy It

Sell It!

(260) 726-8141



The Commercial Review
Thursday, August 1, 2024 Sports Page 7

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s
Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St. Portland, IN

Friday Afternoon
August 2nd, 2024

5:00 P. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - MOWER-

TOOLS.
Oak flat door cupboard;
buffet; oak wall tele-
phone; Duncan Phyfe
style drop leaf table;
cedar chest; 8 gallon
crock; Miller Dairy milk
can; cast iron skillets

including Wagner; carpet
beater; nail keg; Toro
time cutter Z5000 zero
turn mower; Pride mobil-
ity cart; metal shelving
units; Invacare Pronto
electric scooter (nice);

Golden Buzz Around HD
electric scooter (nice);
Roku TV 32”, new in the
box; Craftsman sockets,
wrenches, electric buffer,
and other items not list-

ed.
NOTES: This is only a
partial listing of the
items to be sold as

many items have been
stored in boxes and
have yet to be sorted.

HOPE FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR
190 FARMERS

COLUMN 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF HENRY, SS:
IN THE HENRY CIRCUIT COURT #1

CASE NO. 33C01-2407-AD-000011
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD
MEMPHIS LEE ELZEY

PUBLISHED NOTICE TO CODY ALLEN ELZEY
TO: Cody Allen Elzey

On July 8, 2024, Cody Allen Elzey who has been name the father of
the child born to Elizabeth L. Walters on January 14, 2015, is noti-
fied that a petition for adoption of the child was filed in the office
of the Clerk of Circuit Court No. 1, Henry County, State of Indiana.
On said date, the petitioners also filed their affidavits showing that
diligent search has been made and that Cody Allen Elzey cannot be
located.
If you seek to contest the adoption of the child, you must file a mo-
tion to contest the adoption within thirty (30) days after service of
this notice, or you must file a paternity action to establish his pa-
ternity in relation to the child not later than thirty (30) days after the
date of receipt of this notice.
If you do not file a motion to contest the adoption; or a paternity ac-
tion under I.C. 31-14 within thirty (30) days after service of this no-
tice; or after filing a paternity action under I.C. 31-14, you fail to es-
tablish paternity within a reasonable period as determined by the
paternity court under I.C. 31-14-21-9 through I.C. 31-14-21-11, then the
above named court will hear and determine the petition for adop-
tion. Your consent will be irrevocably implied and you will lose your
right to contest either the adoption of the validity of your implied
consent to the adoption.  You will lose your right to establish your
paternity of the child under I.C. 31-14.
Nothing anyone else says to you relieves you of your obligations un-
der this notice.
Under Indiana law, a putative father is a person who is named as
or claims that he may be the father of a child born out of wedlock,
but who has not yet been legally proven to be the child’s father.  For
purposes of this notice, you are the putative father under the laws
in Indiana regarding adoption.

This notice complies with I.C. 31-19-4-4 but does not exhaus-
tively set forth the unnamed putative father’s legal obligations un-
der the Indiana statutes.  A person being served with this notice
should consult the Indiana adoption statutes.

Jennifer L. Grubbs
Clerk, Henry Circuit Court No. 1

CR 7-18,25,8-1-2024 - HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Monday
Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Tri-Village – 9

a.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls golf at Bellmont – 8 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Mercer County

Meet – 8 a.m.; Girls golf at Union City Classic –
12:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

5 a.m. — Olympic swimming (USA)
10 a.m. — Olympic archery (USA)
11 a.m. — Olympic women’s field hockey:

Great Britain vs. USA (USA)
12:15 p.m. — Olympic gymnastics (NBC)
1:05 p.m. — Olympic basketball 3x3: Lithua-

nia 3x3 vs. USA 3x3 (USA)
2:30 p.m. — Olympic swimming (NBC)
3 p.m. — Olympic beach volleyball (USA)
3 p.m. — Olympic women’s basketball: USA

vs. Belgium (USA)
5:05 p.m. — Olympic basketball 3x3: Latvia

3x3 vs. USA 3x3 (NBC)
7 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour baseball

(ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NFL preseason: Houston Texans at

Chicago Bears (ESPN)
8:05 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
9 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Chicago Fire at

Toluca (FS1)

Friday
2:30 a.m. — Olympic badminton (USA)
3 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball (USA)
4:35 a.m. — Olympic basketball 3x3: Nether-

lands 3x3 vs Poland 3x3 (USA)

5 a.m. — Olympic swimming (USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic women’s basketball 3x3:

France vs. USA (USA)
7:30 a.m. — Olympic basketball: Greece vs.

Australia (USA)
9 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball: Spain vs.

USA (NBC)
9 a.m. — Olympic badminton (USA)
9:15 a.m. — Olympics archery (USA)
12 p.m. — Olympic women’s basketball 3x3:

Canada 3x3 vs. USA 3x3 (NBC)
12:30 p.m. — Olympic women’s water polo:

France vs. USA (USA)
1:10 p.m. — Olympics track and field (NBC)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — Olympic volleyball: USA vs. Japan

(USA)
4 p.m. — Olympic beach volleyball: USA vs.

Germany (NBC)
7 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour baseball

(ESPN)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco Giants at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
9 p.m. — The Basketball Tournament semifi-

nal (FS1)
9 p.m. — Professional Fighters League (ESPN)

Local notes
Season tickets for sale

Jay County High School began selling season
tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
during office hours from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for
those 65-and-older) cover all high school and jun-
ior high events. The former costs $105 while the
latter is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult
Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior
High Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass,
good for 12 games at $50, boys basketball sea-
son passes for $50 and football season passes
for $25. 

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation

Golf Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with
tee times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more informa-
tion, contact Kim Trombley by emailing kim.torm-
bley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling (260)
724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
He proceeded to go to an

open gym that night, quick-
ly learning how seriously
some players took the
game.

“I went, I tried it out and
was terrible,” Hull said. “I
barely stayed in long
enough to do anything, but
man, I had the time of  my
life.”

He was hooked.

He continued to play
while in California, before
moving back to southwest
Ohio and playing in Dayton
and Cincinnati. Then in
2019, Hull moved out to
Atlanta but found a jarring
absence of  the sport there.

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Hull worked to get
the Atlanta Dodgeball Club
started, which is nearly 35
people strong now. He also

helped create the Atlanta
Threat, a team that will
travel to compete around
the country. Playing for the
Threat is what really
helped Hull take off, con-
necting him with players
from Team USA including
Shawn Wheeler and Shota
Barbeau.

Throughout his years of
playing dodgeball, Hull got
to know Jake Mason, who

is the former head of  USA
dodgeball and a producer
that is running the Ocho
games this year. This con-
nection opened the door for
Hull to compete in the USA
Dodgeball All-Star Show-
case, as Mason was looking
for players that are talent-
ed and would be fun to
watch.

Hull said he isn’t taking
the opportunity lightly, and

he is honored to get the
chance to compete and help
dodgeball grow on a nation-
al level. One thing he hopes
to do is just inspire people
to try new things.

“I fell in love with this
sport. It’s something we
all kind of  just take for
granted in our youth and
k through 12 lives, Hull
said. “So being able to
play it on ESPN and rep-

resent the game, to repre-
sent my home town and
even Atlanta too … It's
just really cool to be able
to broaden the reach of
the sport. …

“Just try things. I hope
anyone who sees this,
whether it's a kid, a young
adult or even a 30-40-year-
old, just (try) something
new and you might fall in
love with it.”

Dodging ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Rosalie shoots
Rosalie McLaughlin shoots for the goal during the Jay

County High School youth soccer camp on Tuesday. The three-day
camp had about 50 participants that got to work with boys and girls
varsity soccer players.

By JONATHAN TANNENWALD
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Tribune News Service

This year’s U.S. men’s Olympic soccer
team already made history by reaching
the tournament for the first time since
2008. On Tuesday, it wrote another great
chapter, booking its first trip to the quar-
terfinals since 2000 with a 3-0 win over
Guinea.

Djordje Mihailovic opened the scoring
with a bulls-eye free kick in the 14th
minute; Paxten Aaronson sprung Kevin
Paredes for a terrific goal in the 31st; and
Union midfielder Jack McGlynn teed up
Paredes for a game-sealing smash in the
75th.

The 2000 U.S. squad included many
players who went on to greater heights,
including Landon Donovan, Josh Wolff,
John O’Brien, Tim Howard, Ben Olsen
and Chris Albright. We’ll have to wait to
see how many of  this year’s Olympians
do the same, especially since many stars
of  the senior U.S. team are still young.

But this Olympic team has already
achieved a feat that no U.S. men’s squad
has in a century of  Olympic participa-
tion: two group stage wins. Thursday’s
victory followed a 4-1 rout of  New
Zealand, giving the Americans six points
(2-0-1) and second place in Group A.

The group winner was no surprise:
host France won all three of  its contests,
including a 3-0 victory over the U.S. But
the tournament’s other groups have been
full of  drama, and that has created some
surprising quarterfinal matchups.

Morocco won Group B, and will be the
Americans’ quarterfinal opponent on Fri-
day at Paris’ fabled Parc des Princes (9
a.m. ET, English TV TBD, Telemundo,
Peacock). The Atlas Lions upset pre-tour-
nament favorite Argentina in controver-
sial fashion on the Olympics’ opening day,
were upset themselves by Ukraine, then
cruised past Iraq on Tuesday.

Though Morocco doesn’t have the indi-
vidual star power of  Argentina and Man-
chester City striker Julián Álvarez, it has
plenty of  firepower and a marquee leader
in Paris Saint-Germain right-back
Achraf  Hakimi. His teammates from

leagues in France, Spain, Italy and more
have delivered seven goals in three
games.

One of  those players has American
roots: forward Amir Richardson, of
French club Reims. The 22-year-old mid-
fielder’s father, Michael Ray Richardson,
was the No. 4 pick in the 1978 NBA draft
and played in the league for eight years.
Amir’s mother is French-Moroccan, and
though the U.S. recruited him at one
point, he chose to play for Morocco.

The Morocco-U.S. winner will play
Spain, which was upset, 2-1, by Egypt on
Tuesday, or the Group D winner in the
semifinals. Group D was to be settled later
Tuesday, with leaders Japan facing Israel
and Paraguay facing Mali. All four teams
were still alive to advance at kickoff.

On the other side of  the bracket, France
will play Argentina in one quarterfinal, a
matchup loaded with spice. Not only did
those nations contest the 2022 FIFA World
Cup final, but Argentina recently sparked
outrage when some of  its Copa América-
winning players sang a song with a racist
lyric about the French.

Argentina recovered from its opening
loss with two wins afterward. Remark-
ably, the Albiceleste and Morocco finished
with the same points total (6 from 2-0-1
records), goal difference (+3), and goals
scored (6), so the head-to-head result
broke the standings tie.

The France-Argentina winner will play
Egypt or the Group D runner-up.

USMNT reaches 
Olympics quarterfinal

U.S. men’s soccer
team hadn’t been 

in the Olympic
quarterfinals 

since 2000



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

“I’m being told that Average
Joe’s does not have enough play-
ers and will be forfeiting the
championship match,” said
Gary Cole’s character Cotton
McKnight in the spoof  of
ESPN2, ESPN 8 The Ocho from
“Dodgeball: an Underdog
Story”.

“It’s a bold strategy Cotton,
let’s see if  it pays off  for ‘em,”
responded Jason Bateman’s
character Pepper Brooks.

This exchange was one of
many from the 2004 comedy film
that started “The Ocho’s” lega-
cy.

Today, what started as a joke
on ESPN adding a second chan-
nel and the idea of  how many
“ESPN’s” there would need to be
for a sport like dodgeball to be
televised, is now an annual
event in early August that fea-
tures a marathon of  lesser-
known, unconventional and
humorous sports.

This year’s version of  the pro-
gram will pay homage to the
movie the program is based off
of  with dodgeball, and one of
Fort Recovery’s own will be
there.

Fort Recovery native Perry
Hull will compete in the USA
Dodgeball All Star Showcase as
part of  The Ocho on Friday,
which will air at 4 p.m. on
ESPN2.

“People that know me … know
that it’s family and faith and
then I love dodgeball and I love
Fort Recovery,” Perry said.
“Just being able to, one, be a guy
from Fort Recovery playing
sports on ESPN is wild to think
about.

“And two, to be playing a sport
I only really started playing six
to seven years ago, and taking it
really seriously for about two or
three, so to be able to help pro-

mote this game as an actual true
sport is a big deal for me.”

Hull described his interest in
dodgeball starting in high
school on Fridays after his
weightlifting class. The enjoy-
ment he got from playing in
high school didn’t initially

bloom into the professional
career he has now.

The 2010 graduate hadn’t
touched the physical education
class staple for nearly eight
years. While living in southern
California, Hull got the opportu-
nity to play again when helping

out with a youth lock-in at the
church he was attending.

“I was asked if  I wanted to
play dodgeball with the kids,”
Hull said. “After a while (of
playing), I was thinking ‘this is
so freaking fun.’ I’m saying this,
heaving over the toilet in the

men’s bathroom because I was-
n’t in shape, but it was that fun.”

That led to Hull to thinking if
adult dodgeball leagues existed,
and one Google search the next
day showed a plethora of
options in the area.

See Dodging page 7
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Chasing dreams and dodging balls
Fort Recovery native Perry Hull will compete in ESPN’s USA Dodgeball All-Star Showcase

Photo provided

Perry Hull cocks his arm back to fire a dodgeball for the Atlanta Threat dodgeball club that he started after moving.
Hull, who is originally from Fort Recovery, will compete in the USA Dodgeball All-Star Showcase during ESPN’s The Ocho on
Friday at 4 p.m.


