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Margaret Patterson, 94,
Portland

Details on page 2.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Fort Recovery Village Coun-
cil’s meeting Monday.

Thursday — Coverage of
Portland Park Board’s meet-
ing Tuesday.

Friday — Pictures from
Jay County Schools’ first day
returning to the classroom.
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The Jay County High School Marching Patriots saxophone section dances Friday morning during their
preliminary Indiana State Fair Band Day performance in Indianapolis. The band went on to a fifth-place finish, scoring
86.788 points. It trailed Muncie Central, Anderson, Kokomo and Richmond.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS
— Centerville’s Blue Reg-
iment and Montgomery
County United had been
battling the Marching
Patriots all summer.

Jay County had fin-
ished just ahead of  and
just behind both rivals at
contests this year.

In the final and biggest
contest, the Marching
Patriots delivered.

Jay County High
School scored 86.788
points, more than a full
point ahead of  its closest
competitors this summer,
to place fifth Friday dur-
ing the Indiana State Fair
Band Day competition.

Heading into the day,

the Marching Patriots
looked to be in a battle for
fifth, sixth and seventh,
but they were able to put
some space between
themselves and Center-
ville (85.7) and Mont-
gomery County United
(85.2). (JCHS and Center-
ville finished tied last
year, with the Marching
Patriots winning the

tiebreaker for third
place.)

Muncie Central totaled
93.05 points to reclaim
the state fair champi-
onship from two-time
defending champion
Kokomo. The Spirit of
Sound, which earned
caption awards for
music, visuals and gener-
al effect in Class AAA,

won every contest it
entered this summer.

Anderson scored 91.488
to edge Kokomo (91.225)
for second place. Rich-
mond was fourth with
89.838. Frankton Lapel
(81.913) was eighth, with
Western Boone (79.9) and
Winchester (79.325)
rounding out the top 10.

See 007 page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A project that saw costs
skyrocket from the time it
was proposed to when con-
struction began ended up
coming in under the con-
tracted amount.

Portland Board of
Works on Thursday
approved a change order
to decrease the total
amount of  its contract
with Watson Excavating
for the Meridian Street
storm sewer projected by
more than $300,000.

Watson handled the 2023
project that involved
installing about 2,000 feet
of  new sewer line below
Meridian Street from just
north of  Arch Street to the
Salamonie River. Most of
the catch basins in that
area of  Meridian Street
were connected to the new
line, with the intention of
taking pressure off  of  the
Millers Branch line that
had repeatedly backed up
and led to flooding over
the previous decade-plus.

When initially proposed
in March 2021, the esti-
mate for the project was
$1.3 million. With con-
struction costs increasing,
Watson’s low bid in June
2022 was $2.42 million.
After a change in pave-
ment specifications from
Indiana Department of
Transportation and with
engineering costs includ-
ed, the total jumped to
$3.13 million.

See Down page 2

By TRACY WILKINSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — A
group of  U.S. lawmakers
is meeting this week with
Latin American counter-
parts to form a new multi-
national congress to tack-
le thorny cross-border
issues such as climate
change and migration
throughout the Western
Hemisphere.

Organizers say the
newly formed Panameri-
can Congress will differ
from the European Union
Parliament because it
won’t make laws for the
region. Nor, they say, is it
to be seen as an alterna-
tive to the Organization of
American States, the
largest regional body that
is often criticized for sup-
posedly being dominated
by Washington.

Instead organizers hope
the new body will create a
fresh forum to brainstorm
ideas and come up with
policies to address persist-
ent regional problems.

“Instead of  the old model
of  the United States trying
to dominate Latin Ameri-
ca, we should be working
with Latin America to sur-
vive climate change and
address joint economic
needs,” among other

issues, Rep. Greg Casar (D-
Texas) said in an interview.

“We need new models to
replace the Monroe Doc-
trine,” he added, referring
to the 19th century U.S. pol-
icy that discouraged Euro-
pean interference in Latin
America but was also used
at times to assert U.S. dom-
inance over the hemi-
sphere.

In addition to the United
States, seven other coun-
tries from around the hemi-
sphere will be represented
at the gathering in the
Colombian capital of  Bogo-
ta.

Casar is one of  three
Democratic U.S. Congress
members — along with the
chief  of  staff  for a fourth —
forming the delegation
from here.

Besides Colombia, the
other nations participating
are Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Guatemala, Honduras and
Mexico. Most are led by
progressive governments,
and their representatives at

the congress are primarily
from left-leaning political
parties.

The three-day meeting
begins today. Host country
Colombia, governed by the
first leftist president in its
history, Gustavo Petro, will
open the congress with For-
eign Minister Luis Gilberto
Murillo.

It is being organized
from Washington by the
Center for Economic and
Policy Research, a progres-
sive think tank, which
invited a limited group of
Democratic lawmakers
who are focused on Latin
America.

“The challenges plaguing
our hemisphere — demo-
cratic backsliding, climate
crisis, deep poverty, politi-
cal violence, family dis-
placement — are too
urgent, too significant for
any one nation to address
alone,” Rep. Delia Ramirez
of  Illinois, another member
of  the U.S. delegation, said
in a statement. 
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Cheering on to state
Jay County High School cheerleaders, pictured above, and

Jay County junior high cheerleaders performed their state fair preview
shows Friday evening at East Jay Elementary School. Both Jay County
squads compete today at Indiana State Fair’s cheerleading
competition, with junior high  set to go on at 9:30 a.m. and the high
school at 11:10 a.m. at Hoosier Lottery grandstand.

New congress formed

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  82 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
mostly sunny skies with a high
in the mid 80s. At night, the low
may dip to 64 degrees.

Sunday’s weather looks to be
sunny, with highs in the upper
80s. Sunny skies and hot temper-
atures are also expected Monday.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Weather

Multinational body meets 
today, addresses climate

change, migration

Change 
order drops

cost by
$315,563

Project
cost
came
down

JCHS Marching Patriots push past summer rivals,
top Centerville, United to finish in top 5 at state fair



Continued from page 1
However, the change order

approved Thursday was for a
decrease of  $315,562.79, bringing
the final projected total to $2.79
million.

Also Thursday, board of  works
members Jerry Leonhard, Steve
McIntosh and Mayor Jeff  West-
lake agreed to pay the full
amount — $59,023 — to repair the
east wall of  The Greazy Pickle
following the city’s demolition of
the adjacent structure.

In late 2023, the city hired
JAShroyer Group to demolish
the former Bailey Building (201
through 205 W. Main St.). They
also reached an agreement with
Chris Grieshop and Thomas
Emerick, owners of  The Greazy
Pickle, to tear down the building
at 207 W. Main St. (It was the for-
mer home of  Schmit Chiroprac-
tic.) As part of  the agreement,
the city had committed to con-
tributing up to $20,000 to repair
the exposed east wall of  the bar

and restaurant after the demoli-
tion was complete.

The board briefly discussed
whether to stick to that $20,000
total or to consider paying the
full amount. Welch noted that the
original agreement set the
$20,000 mark with the under-
standing that The Greazy Pickle
could approach the city for addi-
tional funding based on the cost
of  the repairs.

Leonhard expressed his feeling
that the board had set a prece-
dent last month when it agreed to
pay the full amount — $49,809 —
to repair the north wall at 206 N.

Meridian St. following a similar
demolition of  adjacent struc-
tures.

The board then voted unani-
mously to award the project to
Top Shelf  Care of  Fort Recovery
at $59,023. (A quote from Dalton’s
Concrete Construction came in
at $57,983, but the board chose to
go with Top Shelf  because of  its
familiarity with the building — it
handled a previous facade project
for The Greazy Pickle — and the
scope of  the work.) Funding for
the work will require approval
from Portland City Council.

Board of  Works members also

approved a change order for the
Blaine Pike paving and multi-use
path project. It will include
adjusting several cub ramps.

Clerk-treasurer Lori Phillips
explained that project specifica-
tions from engineering firm
Beam, Longest and Neff  were not
correct, leading to the need for
the change order. The city will
pay the additional $12,902.18 up
front, with 80% to be reimbursed
by INDOT. It will need to file a
claim against Beam, Longest and
Neff  in order to attempt to
recoup the remaining 20%.

The board also noted that

some drains related to the proj-
ect did not meet required stan-
dards. Those were a construc-
tion issue and will be replaced
at no additional charge to the
city.

In other business, the board:
•OK’d an application for Com-

munity Crossings grant funding
through Indiana Department of
Transportation for $1.09 million
in paving. The city is applying
for the grant to pave sections of
Wayside Place, Jaqua and West-
ern avenues, Shank, Ship,
Franklin, Seventh, North, First,
Garfield, Munson, Hayes,
Charles, Williams, Maple and
Mangold streets, Silvers Lane
and Tyson Road. Grant applica-
tions were due Wednesday. The
grant will require a 25% match
from the city if  approved.

•Approved a one-year exten-
sion to the city’s contract with
Jay County Humane Society for
animal control services. There
is a 3% ($1,275) increase for 2025.

Margaret Patterson 
April 19, 1930-July 31, 2024

Margaret Rosa Marie Patterson,
age 94, of  Portland passed away on
Wednesday, July 31, 2024, at her res-
idence.  She was born in Jay Coun-
ty on April 19, 1930, the daughter of
Ralph and Emily (Weyant) Mess-
ner.  She was married to Herbert
Patterson, and he preceded her in
death.  Margaret worked for USDA
for thirty-two years and was mem-
ber of  Women’s Auxiliary of  Amer-
ican Legion Post 211 and Mt. Zion
Church UMC.

Surviving are three sons George
Patterson (wife Rita) of  Portland,
Mark Patterson (wife Penny) of

Port Charlotte, Flori-
da, and John Patter-
son of  Grovetown,
Georgia, one daugh-
ter Sandra Luginbill
(husband Craig) of
Bloomington, Indi-
ana, two brothers
Ralph Messner of
Kentucky and
Arthur Messner of  Melbourne,
Florida, 12 grandchildren and 19
great grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband
Herb, two brothers Chester and
Edward Messner and a sister Betty
Wilcox.

Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in the

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Pastor Darrell Borders presiding.
Burial will follow in the Green
Park Cemetery. Visitation will be
from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11.

In lieu of  flowers memorials can
be made to Mt. Zion Church UMC.
Online condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a con-
nection to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Page 2 Local/Indiana The Commercial Review
Saturday, August 3, 2024

Down ...

Saturday
Domingue-Wutz, Sum-

mer: 3 p.m., Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home, 208
N. Commerce St., Portland.

Aug. 12
Patterson, Margaret: 10

a.m., Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Patterson

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 3-0-6
Daily Four: 7-1-9-8
Quick Draw: 4-5-14-

17-28-33-39-44-51-56-58-
61-65-66-67-71-74-78-79-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 4-7-3
Pick 4: 6-4-1-8
Pick 5: 4-1-5-8-0

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$171 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$358 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.72
Sept. corn ................3.75
Wheat .......................4.67

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.73
Sept. corn ................3.71
Oct. corn ..................3.73

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.67
Sept. corn ................3.67
Beans ......................10.57

Sept. beans ..............9.82
Wheat ......................4.89

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.58
Sept. corn..................356
Beans ......................10.62
Sept. beans ............10.27
Wheat .......................4.96

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.67
Sept. corn ................3.68
Beans ......................10.22
Sept. beans ..............9.67
Wheat ......................4.69

In 1492, explorer
Christopher Columbus
began his first trans-
Atlantic voyage in
search of  a westward
route to India, leaving
Palos, Spain, with his
three ships — the Niña,
the Pinta and the Santa
María.

In 1972, Jay County
prosecutor Ardee Helm
Jr. filed a lawsuit
against Jay County
Council, asking Jay
Circuit Court to man-
date council provide
$720 per year for office
space for his depart-
ment. He contended
that his single-rom
office in Jay County

Courthouse was inade-
quate.

In 1998, Jay School
Board hired William
Jones as the new Jay
County High School
principal during a spe-
cial meeting. Jones had
served as principal at
New Palestine since
1983.

In 2015, Jay School
Board hired Chris
Krieg as the new Jay
County High School
boys basketball coach.
He replaced Craig Tea-
gle, who resigned in
July to take the same
position at Huntington
North.

—The CR

CR almanac

86/66 87/69 85/61 78/58 78/58
Sunday’s

forecast
shows sunny
skies with a
high around
86 degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Thursday,
when the high
will be around
78 degrees.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast shows
mostly sunny
skies with
the high in
the upper
70s.

Monday’s
weather looks
like sunny
skies and hot
temperatures.

There’s a
slight chance
of thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly sunny.

Sunday
8/4

Monday
8/5

Tuesday
8/6

Wednesday
8/7

Thursday
8/8

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

5:30 p.m. – Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, executive ses-
sion, 119 E. 200 North,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, 119 E. 200
North, Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-

cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Board of works agrees to pay for
repairs to wall of The Greazy Pickle

Lost control
Damage is estimated at

more than $100,000 after a
Mexico resident swerved to
avoid hitting a deer, caus-
ing an accident along coun-
ty road 200 South about 2:14
p.m. Thursday.

Ricardo A. Duarte, 47,
Juarez, Chihuahua, was
driving a 2020 Freightliner
Cascadia west on the road
when a deer ran in front of
him. He swerved to avoid
hitting the animal, causing
him to go off  the north side
of  the road and into a ditch.
The Cascadia rolled on its
top.

Duarte complained of
shoulder pain. The vehicle
he was driving is registered
to Arredondo Logistics of
El Paso, Texas.

Left road
A Winchester woman

was arrested after she

drove off  Como Road and
into a ditch about 2:30 a.m.
Wednesday.

Chelsie B. Spencer, 32,
was driving her 2011 Kia
Soul south when she left
the road near county road
700 South and went into a
ditch on the west side of
the road. Spencer told
police she swerved to avoid
a deer, causing her to go off
the road. She was trapped
in the vehicle when police
arrived.

According to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report,
Spencer smelled of  alco-
hol. She was administered
preliminary breath test
and chemical breath tests,
and she was arrested and
charged with operating a
vehicle while intoxicated,
a Class B misdemeanor.
She was being held on a
$1,000 bond in Jay County
Jail. 

Capsule Reports

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg, a South Bend native, said the
nation has entered a “manufacturing
renaissance” in Kokomo on Friday. He
also touted job creation under President
Joe Biden as part of  a Midwest tour pro-
moting Biden’s “Investing in America”
platform.

“You know, there’s been a lot of  talk
that came to this region … over the years,
but nobody in my lifetime has followed
through, from Washington, the way that
this administration has,” Buttigieg said.

He eschewed the region’s “Rust Belt”
title, calling it a “Battery Belt” thanks to
recent investments.

“The focus on American manufactur-
ing, American-made products and Amer-

ican workers has characterized this
administration — and delivered big
results,” he said.

Buttigieg said the U.S. has added
almost 800,000 manufacturing jobs under
Biden’s administration, after experienc-
ing a net loss under former President
Donald Trump.

A 2020 story from Politico detailed tens
of  thousands of  manufacturing jobs that
disappeared under the Trump adminis-
tration, due in part to a combination of
anti-trade policies and COVID-19 clo-
sures.

Buttigieg spoke from Ivy Tech Commu-
nity College’s Kokomo campus, which he
lauded for “cultivating” workers’ skills.
He earlier toured Stellantis and Samsung
facilities in the area, including a new
electric vehicle (EV) battery manufactur-
ing facility.

Buttigieg touts EV, jobs



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay Com-
munity Center in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, contact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information,
call (800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship

Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been pet owners for
30 years. Our last beloved dog
passed away six months ago.
We are in our late 50s and still
work full time. We agreed we
would not get any more ani-
mals because we would like to
travel without worry for a
change.

My sister has a big old dog
that is good-natured and well-
mannered, and she’s hinting
for me to keep him so she can
go to stay in her son’s condo in
Florida that allows no pets.
Her dog may be well-man-
nered, but he drools and
shakes his head and all that
flies all over my house and fur-
niture. Yuck! I recommended a
friend of  mine to her who
would take good care of  him. 

After our last pooch died, we
cleaned our house, bought new

rugs and got rid of  the dog
odor. We are not ready for any
more animals in our home. I
commute to my job by train
and, frankly, don’t have time to
watch her dog. 

Since I recommended my
friend, my sister has stopped
answering my calls and texts. I
feel bad, but her animal is not
my responsibility. My husband
and I don’t want to share our
home with her 89-pound dog.
Her request was presumptu-
ous, but I still feel guilty. What
should I do? Just deal with the

silence? I don’t feel I deserve
the punishment I’m receiving.
— IN THE DOGHOUSE IN
TENNESSEE

DEAR DOGHOUSE: What
you do now is stick to your
guns and refuse to knuckle
under to your sister’s emo-
tional blackmail. She should
have accepted your refusal
to be the answer to her big,
jowly, drooly problem with
grace. 

You have been a responsi-
ble pet owner. You were kind
to recommend someone who
would take good care of
your sister’s furry family
member, and you have the
RIGHT to enjoy your free-
dom now.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: For more than

seven years, my partner and I
have been in a romantic rela-

tionship. In the past, our con-
nection was full of  affection.
We would hold hands, kiss and
hug in public. 

However, over the past year,
his affection has diminished.
While I trust that he still loves
me, I suspect he no longer finds
me attractive. 

I have spoken to him about it
and explained the effect this is
having on my self-esteem, and
that I cry myself  to sleep. He
attributes his lack of  passion
to exhaustion, despite having
plenty of  energy for other
activities. He’s 67; I’m 53. I
don’t know what to do because
he refuses to seek counseling.
Please help. — ROMANTIC
LADY IN TEXAS

DEAR LADY: Because your
partner refuses to seek
counseling doesn’t mean
that you couldn’t benefit

from it. His diminished
interest in affection, and
everything that goes with it,
is not necessarily a reflec-
tion on you. 

Some males in his age
bracket experience a similar
lack of  interest in sex. How-
ever, when they see the
effect it may have on their
partner, they consult a spe-
cialist to ask if  anything
can be done about it. Your
partner’s doctor could refer
him to someone, but only if
he’s willing to ask.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Applications for one of
the state’s most presti-
gious scholarships are
now open.

The Portland Founda-
tion announced Thursday
that the application for the
2025 Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship is
available now.

The scholarship pro-
vides students with full
tuition to any college or
university in Indiana
along with $900 per year
for books and other equip-
ment. One such scholar-
ship will be awarded in
Jay County.

To be eligible for the

scholarship, a student
must be a Jay County resi-
dent who is a member of
the 2025 graduating class,
accepted to a full-time col-
lege for fall 2025 and have a
minimum 3.5 grade point
average on a four-point
scale.

Applications are avail-
able at portlandfounda-

tion.org. The deadline is 5
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 3.

For more information,
contact Jessica Cook at
(260) 726-4260.

EMT training
EMT training will be

available in Jay County
beginning next month.

Registration is open for
an EMT training course
that will begin  Thursday,
Sept. 5, at Jay County Jun-
ior-Senior High School.

Courses are scheduled
from 6 to 10 p.m. on Mon-
days and Thursdays from
Sept. 5 through April 15,
2025. The registration fee

of  $750 includes textbooks
and other course materi-
als, testing, scheduling
software, an exam session
and a clinical uniform
shirt.

To register, visit
forms.gle/eXj8uNtiu1anC
ETL8.

For more information,
contact jmcfarland@jay-
coems.org or call (260) 726-
2311.

Offering program
A new program to help

develop technology skills
is offered for east central
Indiana residents.

East Central Indiana

Regional Planning District
recently announced a part-
nership with Northstar for
the Digital Literacy Pro-
gram.

The program, which is
free through the end of  the
year, provides lessons on
computer basics including
email usage, operating sys-
tems and software includ-
ing Microsoft Excel, Pow-
erPoint and Google Docs.
There are also modules
regarding social media,
distance learning and
managing your digital
footprint.

To access the Digital Lit-
eracy Program for free,

visit bit.ly/JayCoDLP and
click “sign up as a learn-
er.”

To perform
Crowder will perform in

concert at Ball State Uni-
versity’s Emens Auditori-
um on Friday, Sept. 20.

The GRAMMY-nominat-
ed contemporary Chris-
tian musician is known for
his blend of  folk, rock and
electronic elements. He
has had four No. 1 radio
singles.

Tickets are available at
the Emens box office, by
calling (765) 285-1539 or at
ticketmaster.com.

Applications open for Lilly scholarship
Taking
Note

Sister goes silent after request is refused
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

Vice President Kamala Harris
has a golden opportunity to
demonstrate she is ready to gov-
ern from the middle by frankly
addressing her role in the Biden
administration’s ineffective
immigration policies. She
should seize the moment before
it slips away.

In the whirlwind week when
she became the presumptive
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee, Harris failed to significantly
speak to border issues, let alone
reveal what her policies might be
and how they may be different
from President Joe Biden’s.

Her public comments have
centered more generally on her
base and on preserving abortion
rights, an issue that has played

well with Democrats and moder-
ates amid conservative over-
reach throughout the country.

Because Harris didn’t have to
debate immigration concerns
with any primary opponents, she
hasn’t been pressed to defend her
record after Biden appointed her
in 2021 to examine the root caus-
es of  the surge in migration from
Central America.

Meanwhile, Republican lead-
ers from former President Don-
ald Trump to Gov. Greg Abbott

have been relentless in their
criticism of  Harris, repeatedly
referring to her as Biden’s failed
“border czar.” In a recent edito-
rial, we adopted similar lan-
guage, calling Harris the “immi-
gration czar,” a term the Biden
administration didn’t use
despite giving her major strate-
gic oversight.

Harris might not have been a
“czar,” and we regret adopting
what has become unhelpful par-
tisan language. But there is no
question she had a key role cen-
tered on one of  the administra-
tion’s most serious policy weak-
nesses.

She shouldn’t wait for a debate
with Trump to answer the criti-
cism about her work. She should
soon signal, strongly and direct-
ly, that even as the number of

illegal crossings has fallen in the
last few months, she under-
stands that border security
remains a serious problem, espe-
cially for Texas, and one that
can’t be ignored.

Harris missed a good chance
to do just that on Thursday when
she was in Houston and
shared her vision for the
future in addressing the Ameri-
can Federation of  Teachers
union. Why not make the easy
trip from there to the border to
announce renewed support for
sweeping immigration reform
and to show she understands
that most Americans want a
secure border?

Last year we examined the
root causes of  migration in our
series The Unraveling of  Latin
America, something that went

much deeper than Harris’ 20-
page strategic report on the
same subject. We know that the
U.S. approach to answering the
immigration crisis must strike
the right balance between border
security measures and smart
diplomacy with our southern
neighbors. We’d like to hear
more from Harris on how she’d
do that. We would also like to see
her acknowledge that the kind of
hands off  approach to border
security Democrats have too
often embraced is not acceptable.

Harris must not shrink from
the onslaught of  criticism about
the border. She must rise to it
and demonstrate that she shares
the nation’s concern about ille-
gal immigration, toning down
the GOP rhetoric and offering
solutions with bipartisan appeal.

Harris must address border crisis

By DEDRICK
ASANTE-MUHAMMAD
OtherWords

Senators shape the
national policy decisions
that affect us all. The Sen-
ate is also a frequent step-
ping stone for major party
presidential candidates —
including both Barack
Obama and this year’s pre-
sumptive Democratic
nominee, Kamala Harris.

This reality reinforces
the critical need for diver-
sity within Senate staff, as
these positions often serve
as the breeding ground for
future leaders who can
make profound impacts on
the national stage.

I lead the Joint Center
for Political and Economic
Studies, America’s Black
think tank. We recognize
that Black voices matter —
and that the lack of  repre-
sentation in key political
staffing positions is a cru-
cial aspect of  our struggle
for genuine democratic
representation. 

For years, the Joint Cen-
ter has analyzed and advo-
cated for equitable repre-
sentation of  people of
color, particularly African
Americans, in congres-
sional staffing roles. Our
newest report on Senate
office diversity arrives
shortly after Congress dis-
solved the House Office of
Diversity and Inclusion. 

Our findings underscore
the gravity of  the issue:
While people of  color con-
stitute 41.1 percent of  the
U.S. population, they
account for only 22.0 per-
cent of  pathway staff  in
the Senate. “Pathway
staff ” are mid-level
staffers who can earn the
opportunity to move into
more senior leadership
positions.

African Americans, who
make up 13.6 percent of
the population, represent
a mere 5.9 percent of  Sen-
ate pathway staff. Similar-
ly, Latinos, who are 19.1
percent of  the U.S. popula-
tion, only constitute 6.3
percent of  Senate pathway
staff. 

The disparity is even
starker when
comparing top staff  posi-
tions. In 2023, African
Americans represented
just 2.1 percent of  Senate
top staff, while Latinos
accounted for 5.8 percent
of  these roles. 

These figures illustrate
the significant underrep-
resentation of  people of
color in influential staff
positions, with Latinos
being the most underrep-
resented in Senate path-
way staffing and African
Americans the most
underrepresented in top
staff  roles.

We also found that sena-

tors of  color, and younger
senators, employ pathway
staff  that more accurately
reflect the nation’s racial
and ethnic diversity com-
pared to their white coun-
terparts. 

America’s four Black
senators employ 20.6 per-
cent of  the Black pathway
staff, for example. And
senators under 60 have the
highest percentage of
pathway staff  of  color at
29 percent, compared to
about 17 percent for Sena-
tors aged 60-69 and around
20 percent for Senators
aged 70 and above.

The data is clear: there’s
an urgent need for more
diversity in Senate staff. 

The representation of
Blacks and Latinos in key
political staffing positions
is essential for crafting
policies that are inclusive
and reflective of  the
nation’s diverse popula-
tion. Ending the under-
representation of  eco-
nomically marginalized
communities of  color is
fundamental to the func-
tioning of  a true democra-
cy.

At the Joint Center,
we’re committed to collab-
orating with members of
Congress, advocacy
groups, and nonprofit
organizations to address
this facet of  racial
inequality — a challenge
that should no longer per-
sist in 21st-century Amer-
ica. The closure of  the
House Office on Diversity
and Inclusion is a setback,
but it only strengthens
our resolve to keep fight-
ing for the inclusion that’s
vital to our democracy’s
health and legitimacy.

We need to ensure all
voices are heard and rep-
resented in the halls of
Congress. Given the pro-
found influence senators
wield, the diversity of
their staff  is paramount to
ensuring that the nation’s
leadership truly reflects
its people and truly
serves all of  its people.

••••••••••
Asante-Muhammad is

the President of  the Joint
Center for Political and
Economic Studies (Ameri-
ca’s Black Think Tank)
and an associate fellow of
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

Leaders should
look like America

By BRIER DUDLEY
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

A new survey makes the case for
saving the local news industry, find-
ing that most Americans want robust
coverage of  local civic issues but it’s
getting harder to find.

This is ominous with elections
approaching. But it should also be
encouraging to local news outlets
and those working to sustain them.

A strong majority of  Americans,
70%, are interested in news about
local politics, Pew Research
Center found.

About the same share, 66%, look to
local news outlets for local political
news.

But only a quarter told Pew they
are satisfied with the quality of  gov-
ernment and politics news they get,
and more than half  said it’s not easy
to find information they need to
make voting decisions in local elec-
tions.

This isn’t surprising if  you’ve been
reading this column or following the
news about the local journalism cri-
sis.

More than half  of  U.S. counties no
longer have any substantial local
news coverage, because so many
local papers have failed or cut back,
so it’s going to be harder to find out
what’s going on locally.

Even where papers remain, cover-
age is diminished because newspa-
per newsrooms, which produce most
local coverage, lost two-thirds of
their journalists over the last two
decades. No wonder surveys find peo-
ple are less satisfied with the local
news report.

The Pew report, done in partner-
ship with the Knight Foundation,
also found more interest in presiden-
tial elections than local elections,
81% to 70%.

Again that’s not surprising, given
that the survey was done in January
of  a presidential election year. With
less local journalism, Americans’
news diet is heavier on national and
partisan politics.

While many local outlets are still
doing great work, with fewer journal-
ists there’s less time to do ground-

breaking work. Fewer publishers are
investing in investigations and opin-
ion writing, and there’s more empha-
sis on lighter fare to snag the fleeting
attention of  web skimmers. That all
affects the quality and availability of
local civic news.

That’s why the industry needs help
stabilizing its business models and
replenishing newsrooms. Americans
want this, the survey finds, and it’s
needed for the health of  their com-
munities and democracy.

Pew found that Americans who
feel more attached to their communi-
ty are more interested in local policy
and election news.

Among those who feel very or
somewhat attached to their commu-
nity, 91% and 81%, respectively, are
interested in news about local laws
and policies.

Among those who don’t feel very
connected, only 68% care about local
policies and only 53% care about
local elections.

I see a virtuous circle that needs to
be restored.

Among those who feel attached to
their local community, 81% get local
government news from local outlets,
Pew found. And 27% of  them paid or
donated to a local news source.

Among those who feel “somewhat
attached,” 71% got local news and
16% paid for it. Among those who
don’t feel attached, 51% got local
news from local outlets and only 8%
paid.

Pew, in response to my questions,
was more circumspect.

“We do know Americans who feel a
strong sense of  attachment to their
community are more likely to engage
with local news — however, it’s not
obvious whether, e.g., consuming
news from a local newspaper influ-
ences your sense of  attachment to

the community, or whether you’re
more likely to turn to a local newspa-
per because you already feel attached
to their community,” it replied. “For
example, 66% of  those who say they
are very attached to their community
say local news outlets are extremely
or very important to the well-being
of  their local community, compared
with 46% of  those who are somewhat
attached and 31% of  those who are
not very or not at all attached to their
community.”

The study doesn’t specify which
respondents had robust local news
outlets in their communities.

Perhaps Pew should correlate
respondents’ location with the news
desert mapping work done by North-
western University’s Medill School.

The America’s Newspapers trade
group is doing its own study to learn
more about how people feel about
local news and their trust in it.

“From what we’re seeing from our
research that’s underway now …
Americans do tend to trust their local
newspapers but there does remain
some skepticism with media in gen-
eral,” said Dean Ridings, the group’s
CEO.

As for Pew’s finding that many are
having trouble finding decent local
coverage, Ridings said that needs
deeper examination.

“Is it that they’re not knowing
where to search or is it in their com-
munity, their newspaper has cut
back?” he said. “That’s a hard one to
peel back.”

More research may clarify these
questions but there is a simple
answer to the broader issues raised:
Save and grow the local news ecosys-
tem.

Robust local journalism fosters
civic engagement and community
connection, which builds interest in
local news.

The survey affirms that most
Americans, Republicans and Democ-
rats alike, hunger for decent cover-
age of  core news topics.

If  they can figure out who is run-
ning to represent them, they should
ask candidates what they’ll do to help
support and revive the local-news
industry.

Americans hunger for local news
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2024 Indiana State Fair Band Day

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Jay County High School Marching Patriots followed up their 2023
third-place finish at the Indiana State Fair with another top-five effort Friday.
Pictured, clockwise from upper left:

Marching Patriots director Chuck Roesch gives some instructions to his
band while warming up prior to their preliminary performance Friday morning.

Sousaphone player Ben Shrack performs during the “Skyfall” portion of
Jay County’s James Bond-themed show.

Trenton Franks and Keira Corwin of the front ensemble warm up ahead of
the preliminary round Friday.

Ava Franks plays the clarinet for the Marching Patriots on what was, in
places, a sloppy track in front of the grandstand at the Indiana State Fair.

JCHS color guard member Madi Schweigel waits to catch her rifle.
Emilie Garringer, Jay County’s assistant director, hauls an armful of flags

off of the track following the Marching Patriots’ morning performance.

Continued from page 1
Roesch was thrilled with his

group’s effort throughout the
day.

He noted that marching band
shows often open with an “in-
your-face” moment to light up
the crowd. For Jay County this
year, it’s instead a long build
through Caleb Garringer’s
“haunting and mysterious” mel-
lophone solo and the back-
ground music supporting it.

Once the Marching Patriots
got to their impact moment of
their preliminary performance,
though, Roesch knew they were
on their game.

"When they finally get to chart
six for us and they turn to the
front and they’ve got that big
crescendo and that huge release,
that for us as a staff  on the front
sideline is when we can kind of
gauge, ‘Well, how’s this show
going to go?’” he said. “We got to
that point and they just turned
around and let loose. It was real-
ly good, really good.”

Another sparkling moment
for JCHS in both of  its runs Fri-
day was the explosion of  sound
in “Skyfall.”

Roesch said the song is so well-
known that the opportunity for
the big impact can be easily lost.
It has to be approached properly.

“You have to set those
moments up by being disci-
plined and staying kind of  soft,”
he said. “Otherwise, you kind of
telegraph that, ‘Hey it’s gonna
get loud here in a second.’ 

“So when they do that shaping
underneath the soloist and
Joseph just does an incredible
job of  leading us up and taking
the energy and building that ten-
sion for us, when they finally get
the chance to let loose with it, it’s
something to be standing that
close to them and feeling that
energy coming through. Know-
ing that’s what they’re standing
to the top of  the stands, it’s pret-
ty awesome.”

There had been questions
about the status of  Band Day

throughout the week, with the
weather forecast looking omi-
nous.

Skies were overcast from the
start of  the competition at 9 a.m.
Friday. Clouds looked ready to
drop rain at any moment. (They
never did.) And areas of  the
track were goopy from rain
Thursday evening.

The message, though, for the
Patriots was to handle the things
that were in their control during
their nine minutes on the track
in front of  the Indiana State Fair
grandstand.

In Roesch’s assessment, they
did just that.

“I could not be prouder of
them,” the director said. “They
went out there, they executed
the best that they have all season
long musically and visually. The
guard had a great run on things
today. The drum line was just
smokin’. The winds were mak-
ing some beautiful music out
there, some great impact
moments. We’re thrilled.”

007 ...
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007 queries

1) In what film was the original
James Bond Theme first heard?

2) In “Skyfall,” the role of Kincade was originally
written with what former Bond portrayer in mind?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Dr. No
2) Sean Connery
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS
COLUMN

190 FARMERS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s Build-
ing Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 E. Votaw

St. Portland, IN
Friday Afternoon
August 9th, 2024

5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - COINS-
TOOLS.

Frigidaire refrigerator;
Kenmore 12cu freezer;
drophead secretary cabi-
net; wood porch swing;

pocket knives;
Barcelona guitar; Yama-
ha SJ180 guitar with
case; ELVIS ITEMS.
Currency & coins;

Framed $2 Bills (1928,
1953, 2013) Framed $1
bill missed cut; 1963

proof set; steel pennies;
foreign coins; Peter Pan

production poster,
signed; Kennedy for

president posters; metal
signs; Hot Wheels;
Heileman’s Old Style

Beer sign; Coke sign; #3
crock churn; Carftsman
tool box; fishing lures;
and other items not list-

ed.
JERRY & DEBI ABBOTT 

& BEMIS FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
REAL ESTATE AUC-

TION
Saturday, SEPTEMBER

14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian
Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 

Bill Liechty AU01048441  
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Experi-
enced Oil Field Pumper:
Jay Co., IN / Portland
Area. Call: Howard @
248-623-6091 or Office:
248-343-4898  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Women’s Building at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, Portland Indiana on Friday
Afternoon

AUGUST 9, 2024
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS – COINS - TOOLS  Whirlpool washer;
Kenmore dryer; Frigidaire refrigerator; Kenmore
12cu freezer; Queen size bed; desk and chair; hall
table; mirror; (2) bar stools; kitchen cabinet; coffee
table; drophead secretary cabinet; 5 drawer dresser;
dresser with mirror; bed; large Oak display wall
cabinet; round table with 2 leaves; (2) twin beds;
wood porch swing; Panasonic TV; card table w/4
chairs; infrared heater; deep fryer; DVD’s; VHS
tapes; CD’s; Corning; Pyrex; flatware; small kitchen
appliances; Milk White; Carnival candy dish; pocket
knives; Smurf glasses; Barcelona guitar; Yamaha
SJ180 guitar with case; Glarry guitar with case;
Germany deep bowls; glass ice bucket with
tumblers; berry bowl set; blankets; Equity milk
bottle; Christmas decorations; Santa with reindeer
blow mold; sled; Batman clock; ELVIS ITEMS:
figurines; metal sign, record albums, book, 1976
Market Square advertisement, pennant, plates, and
other items not listed. CURRENCY & COINS:
Framed $2 Bills (1928, 1953, 2013), Framed $1 bill
missed cut, Framed 1953 $2 bill, 1963 proof set,
1852 Large cent, 1901 dime, 2007 thru 2010 Denver
and Philadelphia US mint uncirculated coin sets,
steel pennies, foreign coins, several rolls of Wheat
and Lincoln pennies dating from 1910 and forward
(some are uncirculated rolls); rings; jewelry, some
silver and gold; pocket knives;    Peter Pan
production poster, signed; Kennedy for President
posters; Kennedy collector plates and glasses; metal
signs; Hot Wheels; Redkey festival poster;
Roseville; Jewel T Autumn Leaf; Heileman’s Old
Style Beer sign; 1969 Coke calendar; Coke sign;
Coca Cola Town House Square houses; lantern;
Busch lighted sign; #3 crock churn; old utensils;
stamps; DVD’s; heater; Craftsman ¼ hp manual
scroller saw; vise; Craftsman tool box; fishing lures;
tackle boxes; golf balls; meat grinder; fishing net;
waders; decorations; bicycles; and other items not
listed.

JERRY & DEBI ABBOTT
And BEMIS FAMILY

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608   
Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
CR 8-3-2024

PIEDMONT 
APARTMENTS

778 W 7th Street, Portland, Indiana, accepting ap-
plications for 1, 2, 3 bedroom apartments, no appli-
cation fee. Rent based on 30% of your gross income.
Call 260-726-2920, TDD 800-743-3333. This is an
Equal Opportunity Housing Complex. 

This institution is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer.   

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NUMBER: 38C01-2406-JC-000048

IN THE MATTER OF:
RD - DOB 1/9/2022

A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES

AND
KAYLA DECKER (BIOLOGICAL MOTHER)

FATHER UNKNOWN (FATHER) AND
ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED FATHERS

SUMMONS FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE OF
CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES HEARING

TO: Any Unknown Alleged Father
Whereabouts unknown
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to Any Unknown Alleged Fathers,
whose whereabouts are unknown, that the Indiana Department
of Child Services has filed its Verified Petition Alleging the child
to be in Need of Services, in accordance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and
that an adjudication hearing has been scheduled with the Court.
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear before the Judge
of the Jay Circuit Court, 120 N. Court Street, Portland, IN 47371 -
260-726-4044 for a(n) hearing on 10th day of September, 2024 at
10:30 a.m.
At said hearing, the Court will consider the Petition and evidence
thereon and will render its decision as to whether the above
named minor child is child in need of services and shall enter ad-
judication accordingly. Your failure to appear after lawful notice
will be deemed as your default and waiver to be present at said
hearing.
UPON ENTRY OF SAID ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSITIONAL
HEARING will be held in which the Court will consider (1) Alter-
natives for the care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; (2)
The necessity, nature, and extent of your participation in the pro-
gram of care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; and (3)
Your financial responsibility for any services provided for the
parent, guardian or custodian of the child including child sup-
port.
YOU MUST RESPOND by appearing in person or by an attorney
within thirty (30) days after the last publication of this notice, and
in the event you fail to do so, an adjudication on said petition,
judgment by default may be entered against you, or the court may
proceed in your absence, without further notice.

Jon Eads
Clerk

Yvonne Spillers, 30144-02
Attorney, Indiana Department of Child Services

1314 N. Meridian Street
Suite 100

Portland, IN 47371
CR 7-20,27,8-3-2024- HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Monday
Jay County — Girls golf at South

Adams Invite – 9 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Tri-Vil-

lage – 9 a.m.; JV boys golf at Parkway –
5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls golf at Bellmont –

8 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Mercer

County Meet – 8 a.m.; Girls golf at Union
City Classic – 12:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball
(USA)

3:30 a.m. — Olympic rowing (USA)

5 a.m. — Olympic swimming (USA)
5 a.m. — Mixed Olympic coverage

(NBC)
5:30 a.m. — AFL: Sydney Swans at

Port Adelaide Power (FS1)
7:15 a.m. — Olympic women’s field

hockey: South Africa vs. USA (USA)
7:30 a.m. — Olympic table tennis

(USA)
9:30 a.m. — Olympic canoe slalom

(USA)
10:20 a.m. — Olympic gymnastics

(NBC)
10:30 a.m. — Olympic water polo:

USA vs. Montenegro (USA)
11:15 a.m. — Olympic basketball:

USA vs. Puerto Rico (NBC)
12 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga

Live (FS1)
12 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — Olympic track and field

(NBC)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-

nals at Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Sat-

urday (FOX)
3 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
5 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited softball:

purple vs. Orange (ESPN2)
5:30 p.m. — Club friendlies soccer:

Chelsea vs. Manchester City (ESPN)
7 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour

baseball (ESPN2)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco

Giants at Cincinnati Reds (FOX)
7:30 p.m. — Club friendlies soccer:

Liverpool vs. Manchester United (ESPN)
9 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Elko

(FS1)
10 p.m. — USL Championship: Pitts-

burgh Riverhounds at Sacramento
Republic (ESPN2)

Sunday
4 a.m. — Olympic track and field (USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic volleyball: USA vs.

France (NBC)
7 a.m. — Olympic Archery (USA)
7:30 a.m. — Olympic table tennis

(USA)
9 a.m. — Olympic gymnastics (NBC)
9:30 a.m. — Olympic canoe slalom

(USA)
10:15 a.m. — Olympic Beach volleyball

(USA)
11:15 a.m. — Olympic basketball: USA

vs. Germany (USA)
1 p.m. — Olympic track and field

(USA)
3 p.m. — Big3 basketball (CBS)
4 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Seattle

Seawolves at New England Free Jacks
(FOX)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals

at Chicago Cubs (ESPN)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals

at Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)
10:30 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer:

Necaxa vs. Seattle Sounders (FS1)

Monday
2 a.m. — Olympic triathlon (USA)
3 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball

(USA)
4 a.m. — Olympic track and field (USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic beach volleyball

(USA)
9 a.m. — Olympic shooting (USA)
10:15 a.m. — Olympic canoe slalom

(USA)
12:30 a.m. — Olympic water polo: USA

Croatia (USA)
1 p.m. — Olympic track and field (NBC)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Miami Marlins (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Sport-
ing Kansas City at Toluca (FS1)

Tuesday
4 a.m. — Olympic track and field (USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic sport climbing (USA)
1:35 p.m. — Olympic track and field

(NBC)
2:15 p.m. — Olympic beach volleyball

(USA)
4 p.m. — Little League softball World

Series (ESPN2)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Miami Marlins (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Club friendlies soccer:

Chelsea vs. Real Madrid (ESPN2)
7:20 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers

at Atlanta Braves (TBS)
7:30 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer:

Nashville SC at New England Revolution
(FS1)

2024 Fort Recovery girls golf preview

Pictured is the 2024
Fort Recovery High School girls
golf team team. Pictured front
row from left are Cora Pearson,
Layla Armstrong, Georgia Wen-
ning, Rylee Bupb, Macy Kaffen-
berger, Kyra Brunswick and
Emily Boeckman. Back row are
Coach Jeff Vaughn, Brooklyn
Wycuff, Mallory Evers, Eva
Kahlig, Olivia Knapke, Liza
Knapke, Evvian Briner, Ella
Schoen and Emma Will.

Projected lineup
Olivia Knapke

Emma Will
Eva Kahlig
Rylee Bubp

Georgia Wenning
Mallory Evers
Evvian Briner
Cora Pearson

Top returners
Olivia Knapke

53 strokes/nine holes

Emma Will
57.6 strokes/nine holes 

Eva Kahlig
57.8 strokes/nines holes

Coach Jeff Vaughn says
“Our goal this year is to get better each match and we’re looking for some consistency. Last year I thought we

had two or three players that were consistent, we could never find that fourth, fifth and sixth. This year I feel like
we have a pretty experienced team. I feel like we have a good core. ... The goal is to win the MAC, advance in
the sectional and have fun in the process.

2023 season
The Indians got off to a slow start in 2023, their first five dual-matches of the season before beating St.

John’s to start a six-match winning streak. Fort Recovery lost head coach Joe Bruns to a battle with cancer
during their winning streak and put up its best score of the season to that point of 211 strokes to beat Jay
County and Winchester. The season ended in the sectional when it placed seventh with 470 strokes, 44 short
of a regional berth.

Date Opponent Time
Monday, Aug. 5 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 6 Union City Classic 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 7 Gary Broering invite 9 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 12 Marion Local 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 13 Wabash Invite 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 15 Parkway 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 19 New Bremen 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 22 Minster 4 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 26 Coldwater 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 3 Jay County/Win. 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 5 Versailles 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9 St. John’s 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12 St. Henry 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 19 Fort Loramie 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 21 MAC Championships 8:30 a.m.
Home matches (at Portland Golf Club) in bold

Girls golf

Key departures
Brynn Stammen

57.4 strokes/nine holes

Marissa Schoen
58.2 strokes/nine holes 

Ella Westgerdes
58.2 strokes/nines holes

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Matches to watch
Tuesday, Aug. 6, at Union City Classic

The Union City Classic is the first time during the season when the Indians will
play 18 holes and the first taste of the format they will have in the sectional.

Thursday, Aug. 22, at Minster
Minster won the Midwest Athletic Conference last season after going 8-0 and

winning the conference tournament. This is the Indians’ chance to show if they
have a chance at their first MAC title.

Thursday, Sept. 12, at St. Henry
St. Henry finished one spot above Fort Recovery in the MAC and will be the last

conference dual-match of the season, so it could play a vital role in conference
standings.

Saturday, Sept. 21, at MAC Championships
The MAC tournament plays a big part in the conference final standings as each

team gets awarded two points for each team they finish ahead of.

Fast facts
•The last Indian golfer to make it past the sectional was Jalyn Bruns, who fin-

ished fourth in the 2021 state tournament with a 156.

•Fort Recovery returns four girls who received All-Midwest Athletic Conference
recognition. Olivia Knapke made the second team All-MAC and Eva Kahlig, Ella
Schoen and Emma Will were honorable mentions.

•This will be Jeff Vaughn’s second season at the helm after taking over for the
late Joe Bruns. 

•Ellla Schoen is recovering from a finger injury that has a chance to keep the
2023 All-MAC honorable mention out for the season. Last year, Schoen put up the
best score in the sectional for Fort Recovery with 106 strokes.

•Fort Recovery has seven newcomers who have never played competitively
before this season.



They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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FR and JC girls golf open
their season Monday,

see Sports on tap

2024 Jay County girls golf preview

Pictured is the
2024 Jay County High
School girls golf team
team. From left are assis-
tant coach Marvin Buckn-
er, Brooklynn Bright, Emily
Aker, Maddy Snow, Bailey
Towell and coach Carissa
Allred. Not pictured is
Jenna Bricker.

Projected lineup
Maddy Snow

Brooklynn Bright
Bailey Towell
Emily Aker

Jenna Bricker

Top returners
Maddy Snow

48.9 strokes/nine holes

Brooklynn Bright
61.2 strokes/nine holes

Coach Carissa Allred says
“I was really nervous entering this year as the

head coach, because our numbers have been low in
the past to where we actually haven’t had an official
full team. ... I was able to get some older students
willing to enter the program who have never golfed
before, but I have seen huge improvements over the
summer.  So my main goal for this year is to just
continue to increase the number of golfers that are a
part of the program. If we don’t have numbers, we
won’t have a full team and we’re not competitive.”

2023 season
The Patriots struggled with numbers and consistency in

last season, stumbling into a 2-10 record. By the end of the
season, Jay County couldn’t field a full team resulted in the
ACAC Tournament, a dual match against Southern Wells
and the sectional ending in no contests, while Maddy
Snow, Brooklynn Bright and Whitney McInitre competed
as individuals. The only wins Jay County picked up came
against Monroe Central and Adams Central on back-to-
back days in late August. While the Patriots didn’t qualify
as a team, Snow and Bright finished out strong with their
best performances of the season in 18-hole matches.

Date Opponent Time
Monday, Aug. 5 South Adams Invite 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 6 Bellmont 8 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 12 Quad-meet at Heritage5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 15 Woodlan 5 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 19 Anderson 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 20 Adams Central 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 26 Tri-meet at Bluffton 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 27 South Adams 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 3 Ft. Rec./Winchester 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 5 Muncie Central 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9 Monroe Central 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 10 Wes-Del/Yorktown 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12 Delta 5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 14 ACAC Tournament 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17 Southern Wells 4:30 p.m.
Home matches (at Portland Golf Club) in bold

Girls golf
The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Matches to watch
Monday, Aug. 5, in South Adams Invite

The South Adams Invite is the first time during the
season when the Patriots will play 18 holes and the first
taste of the format they will have in the sectional.

Thursday, Sept. 5, at Muncie Central
In the past, Jay County hasn’t played at Crestview

Golf Course until the sectional, but the addition of the
Bearcats on the schedule gives it a chance before they
hit the playoffs.

Saturday, Sept. 14, at ACAC Tournament
The Allen County Athletic Conference Tournament

directly correlates to conference accolades based off of
performance. It also provides one final tune up in an 18-
hole match before the sectional later in the month.

Fast facts
•The Patriots’ top return-

ing golfer, Maddy Snow,
earned match medalist five
times in 2023, made the
First Team All-Allen County
Athletic Conference and
was seven strokes away
from a regional berth.

•This will be Carissa
Allred’s first year as Jay
County’s head coach and
the first year back since her
tenure as an assistant
under Butch Gray. 

•Bailey Towell is the only
incoming golfer with com-
petitive experience prior to
this season. As an eighth
grader, she averaged 42
strokes in six-hole matches
and shot a 48 in the lone
nine-hole match.

By LAUREN CAMPBELL
masslive.com
Tribune News Service

A frustrating season for
the Angels took another
blow on Thursday when
Los Angeles general man-
ager Perry Minasian
announced Mike Trout will
miss the remainder of  the
2024 campaign.

The Angels star tore his
meniscus in April and
needed surgery to repair it.
He began a rehab assign-
ment last week and was
removed after one at-bat.
Trout seemed optimistic
that he’d get back into the
Triple-A lineup soon, but
Minasian was non-commit-
tal to his star outfielder
returning when he spoke to
reporters after Tuesday’s
MLB trade deadline.

Shortly after the news
came out, Trout took to
social media to share a mes-
sage to Angels fans.

Since my initial surgery
on May 3rd to repair my
meniscus, my rehabilita-
tion proved longer and
more difficult than antici-
pated. After months of
hard work, I was devastated
yesterday when an MRI

showed a tear in my menis-
cus require surgery again
— ending my hopes of
returning this season. 

Playing and competing is
a huge part of  my life. This
is equally as heartbreaking
and frustrating for me as it
is for you, the fans. I under-
stand that I may have disap-
pointed many, but believe
me, I will do everything I
can to come back even
stronger.

I will continue to help my
team and teammates from
the dugout as we press for-
ward into the second half
of  the season. 

Thank you for your sup-
port.

Trout is no stranger to
injuries. In 2017 he suffered
a torn thumb ligament, a
calf  strain in 2021, back
inflammation in 2022 and a
broken hamate in 2023. The
back inflammation was
diagnosed as costoverte-
bral dysfunction, which
will likely stay with Trout
for the remainder of  his
career.

At the time of  his menis-
cus injury, Trout was bat-
ting .220 with 10 home runs
and 14 RBI.

By DAVID WHARTON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

PARIS — It was Lau-
ren Scruggs’ job to
anchor the U.S. team, to
score a few more
points, but she was
struggling. Glancing
off  to the side, she
could see her team-
mates watching, wor-
ried.

Man, she thought, I
don’t want to be that
person.

The person who lets
a big lead slip away.
The person who blows
her country’s first
chance at gold in a
team fencing event.

“Yeah, I was super
stressed,” Scruggs said.
“It would suck to lose
that way, you know?”

The first-time
Olympian dug a little
deeper, scored a few
more touches and
made history at the
2024 Paris Games. Not
only did she secure the
title in women’s team
foil, she also helped
teammate Lee Kiefer
earn a record third
career gold, most ever
for an American
fencer.

To accomplish all
that, the U.S. squad had
to defeat top-ranked
Italy in the final. The
same Italy that kept
them off  the podium in
Tokyo three years ago.

“I felt like we were so
much more prepared,”
Kiefer said. “We were a
lot more calm.”

The Italians brought
a team stacked with
Martina Favaretto, Ari-
anna Errigo and Alice
Volpi, all in the top five
of  the world rankings.
Errigo said: “We want-
ed to come here with
the dream of  winning
gold.”

But the U.S. women
have been growing
stronger and stronger

on the international
scene. Going into the
final few days of  fenc-
ing in Paris, they have
already won a national
record four medals and
two golds.

Top-ranked Kiefer
and fourth-ranked
Scruggs are a big part
of  that ascendance, fin-
ishing one-two in the
individual foil event
here. Veteran Jacque-
line Dubrovich joined
them to begin the team
match and helped the
Americans get off  to a
fast start.

At a key point in the
match — which con-
sists of  nine rounds of
three minutes each,
first to 45 touches wins
— Maia Weintraub
replaced Dubrovich
and provided two
strong rounds.

The final round pit-
ted Scruggs against
Errigo, who forged a
late run, cutting the
U.S. lead from eight
points to three.

“Potentially she got a
little bit nervous,”
coach Ralf  Bissdorf
said of  Scruggs. Ges-
turing from the side-
line, he tried “calming
her down a little bit.”

Scruggs put it this
way: “I think I came in
with a little too much
heat, not a lot of  think-
ing.”

With the Italian fans
cheering and chanting,
she could have pan-
icked. But Scruggs has
always considered her-
self a fighter and used
the pressure to help get
focused.

With a little more
patience, she found her
rhythm and created
more chances to attack.
That led to three con-
secutive touches and a
45-39 victory.

In the heat of  the
moment, she was not
that person.

Mike Trout out
for the year
with knee injury

U.S. women’s
fencing upsets
Italy for gold


