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Marceil Alig, 93, Berne
Bobby Vaughn, 72,

Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  81 degrees
Friday.

Skies will be mostly sunny
today with a high in the
lower 70s. The forecast for
Sunday and Monday shows
similar conditions. Lows will
be in the 50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Gas Boom Days festival
in Redkey runs from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. today and 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday in downtown Red-
key. It includes a variety of
activities, including the
parade at 11 a.m. today and a
concert with Cook and Bell at
4 p.m. today. Sunday’s events
include illusionist Jim Barron
performing at noon and 2 p.m.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

Wednesday — Results
from the JCHS girls golf
match at Heritage.

Thursday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Liverpool encore
E.S. Hider, portraying Paul McCartney, sings “Hey Jude” as an encore at the conclusion of Thursday’s Liverpool Lads

concert as part of Arts Place’s Hudson Family Park Amphitheater Concert Series. The Beatles tribute band was the third this
summer for the series, which will conclude with Sounds of Summer: A Beach Boys Tribute at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12.

dpa
Tribune News Service

RIO DE JANEIRO —
There are no survivors
following the crash of  a
plane with 61 people on
board in the Brazilian
state of  Sao Paulo, the
city of  Vinhedo near the
crash site informed dpa
on Friday.

According to the air-
line VoePass, there were
57 passengers and four
crew members on the air-
craft.

President Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva asked those
attending an event in the
south of  the country to
observe a minute of
silence. “A very sad piece
of  news. My deepest con-
dolences go out to the
families and friends of
the victims,” Lula shared
on the platform X.

Citing authorities in
Vinhedo, the online news
site G1 reported that the
plane crashed in a resi-
dential area near a house
where residents were
present. However, no one
on the ground was
injured, G1 reported.

A local resident who
made a video of  the burn-
ing plane on a property
told the TV channel UOL:
“I have never heard such
a loud bang in my life.”

The fire brigade stated
that rescue teams are on
site. Hospitals in Vinhedo
were on high alert. In
addition to the fire
brigade, the civil defense
department and police
were also deployed, G1
reported.

By CHARLES GORRIVAN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

A hacking group linked to the Iranian
government tried to breach the email
accounts of  presidential campaign
staffers as part of  a wider effort to gath-
er intelligence ahead of  the U.S. elec-
tion, Microsoft Corp. said Friday.

Attackers connected to the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps in June
used a compromised email address from
a former political adviser to try phish-
ing another high-ranking presidential
campaign official, according to findings
from Microsoft’s Threat Analysis Cen-

ter. That group, which Microsoft calls
Mint Sandstorm, also unsuccessfully
attempted to log in to the account of  a
former presidential candidate. The
report didn’t identify the individual tar-
gets by name.

Other Iranian groups are using artifi-
cial intelligence technology to publish
content online insulting former presi-
dent Donald Trump and create inflam-
matory posts about controversial issues
such as gender reassignment surgery,
according to the report.

Microsoft researchers also said that
Iranian groups that have historically
tried to undermine trust in the electoral
system have since March been prepar-
ing to launch influence operations.
Using websites with fabricated and pla-
giarized content, supposed media opera-
tions launched by Iranian groups also
have sought to amplify polarizing politi-
cal messaging about topics such as pres-
idential candidates and Israel’s war
against Hamas, researchers found.

“Iran’s cyber capabilities are defen-
sive and proportionate to the threats it
faces,” Ali Karimi Magham, a
spokesperson for Iran’s mission to
the United Nations in New York, said in
an emailed statement.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Sitting Congressman Jim Banks
hasn’t yet accepted an invitation to
debate from the Indiana Debate
Commission, though both Democ-
rat Valerie McCray and Libertari-
an Andrew Horning have indicated
their willingness. 

“Congressman Banks is focused
on representing northeast Indiana
in Congress, spending time with
his family, and running a statewide
campaign to be the next conserva-
tive U.S. Senator for Indiana. He
will entertain debate options as we
get closer to Election Day,” a cam-

paign spokesperson told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle.

Banks represents the state’s 3rd
Congressional District, centered
around Fort Wayne — a seat he has
held since 2017. The Indiana
Debate Commission said both

McCray and Horning agreed to
debate options in early July.

Banks hasn’t yet responded to
the commission, said President
Elizabeth Bennion, a political sci-
ence professor at Indiana Universi-
ty-South Bend. 

“We remain hopeful that Repre-
sentative Banks will join current
U.S. Senators Mike Braun and
Todd Young — and past senators
Joe Donnelly, Evan Bayh, and Dan
Coats — in accepting the Commis-
sion’s invitation to participate in
the IDC’s statewide political
debates,” Bennion said in an
email.   “Since the Commission’s
founding in 2008, 100% of  the bal-
loted candidates running for U.S.
Senate and governor have partici-
pated in IDC-sponsored debates
which are broadcast live and
shared freely with media outlets
statewide.”

See Invitation page 2

Banks unresponsive to invitation

Campaigns targeted

First
day,
first
grade

First grader Kyri
Hall steps out of her
family’s vehicle
Thursday morning at
East Elementary
School in Portland.
Students at Jay
School Corporation
returned to the
classroom Thursday.

McCray and Horning are
both willing to have debate
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Incident in
Sao Paulo,

Brazil,
left no

survivors

Plane
crash
leaves
at least
61 dead

Microsoft says
hacking group

tied to Iran
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email accounts
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JANITORIAL 
POSITION

Taking applications for janitorial 
position for the Redkey Park Cabin. 

Application can be picked up at
the Redkey Town Hall.

Today
DeHoff, Mark: 11 a.m., Fel-

lowship Baptist Church, 289 S.
200 West, Portland.

Pfeifer, Pamela: 11 a.m.,
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Monday
Patterson, Margaret: 10

a.m., Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

McLaughlin, Barbara: 2
p.m., Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home, 208 N.
Commerce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Vaughn, Bobby: 2 p.m.,

Kingsley Full Gospel Church,
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES
Continued from page 1

The three gubernatorial candidates —
Republican and sitting U.S. Senator Mike
Braun, Democrat Jennifer McCormick
and Libertarian Donald Rainwater — have
agreed to an Oct. 24th debate. However,
that gubernatorial debate seemed to
be briefly be in doubt following a highly
criticized primary debate.

Banks, Horning and McCray are run-
ning to fill Braun’s vacated seat. 

Horning disparaged Banks’ lack of
response in a July 31 press release, saying
that, “(it) has become the tendency for
$u$piciou$ly well-funded candidates to
avoid public questioning.”

“Elections are not supposed to be con-
trolled by candidates. Elections are not
even about candidates. They’re about vot-
ers, and their right and duty to fire bad,
corrupt politicians with weapons of  peace-
ful revolution — votes,” Horning said. 

Horning said that the country was at a
pivot moment, “close to societal meltdown,
global economic collapse, and maybe even
a nuclear WWIII …” putting the blame
squarely on the backs of  incumbent politi-
cians.

“All because of  our incumbent politi-
cians, parties, and the puppet masters who
own and operate them. They should not be
beyond tough questions, and none of  us

should be denied our options,” Horning
said. “Any candidate who won’t show up
for the job interviews, shouldn’t get the
job.”

McCray didn’t respond to requests for
comment. 

A 2022 debate for U.S. Senate spent much
of  its one hour attacking incumbent U.S.
Sen. Todd Young, who fended off
attacks from Democrat Thomas McDer-
mott Jr. and Libertarian James Sceniak.

Despite the headwinds, Young easily
won reelection. 

Notably, Congress had one of  the least
productive years on record, passing just 78
bills into law compared to the hundreds
passed in prior sessions. As of  Wednesday,
the governing body planned to spend just
35 more days working before the end of  the
year. 

Banks is part of  the slim Republican
House majority and previously cam-
paigned to be the House Majority Whip,
narrowly losing on a 115-106 vote. 

Banks’ congressional duties will take
him to Washington D.C. for a three-week
session in September before members are
expected to take a break until Election Day
in November. Another “lame duck” ses-
sion will occur following the election
before a new Congress convenes in Janu-
ary.

Invitation ...

Marceil Alig
Marceil M. Alig, 93, Berne,

died Friday at Swiss Village.
Funeral arrangements are

pending at Brockman Boeck-
man Funeral Home, Fort Recov-
ery.

Bobby Vaughn
April 7, 1952-Aug. 6, 2024

Bobby Edward Vaughn, 72, of
Dunkirk, Indiana, joined his
Lord and Savior in glory on
Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, while in
the company of  family members
at his residence. 

Bobby was
born in Mon-
terey, Tennessee,
on April 7, 1952, a
son of  the late
Osia Aldora
(Sisco) and Char-
lie Vinson
Vaughn. 

He was a grad-
uate of  the American School of
Chicago and the loving hus-
band of  Lovada O. "Penny"
(Ooten) Vaughn who he happily
married on Dec. 17, 1983. He
was formerly employed by St.
Gobain Containers in Dunkirk,

Indiana, and a member of
Kingsley Full Gospel Church
where he enjoyed playing
drums and serving others. He
also enjoyed gardening, operat-
ing his ham radio and riding
his motorcycle. 

Bobby is survived by his wife
Penny Vaughn; a daughter,
Alisha Dahart (Ethan); two sis-
ters, Barbara Jean Foy (Larry)
and Wanda Gail Vaughn; and
several nieces, nephews,
cousins, friends and church
family. 

He was preceded in death by
his parents; three brothers,

Frankie, Junior and Terry Lee
Vaughn; and one sister, Louise
Vaughn. 

Visitation will be held on
Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, from
noon to 2 p.m. at Kingsley Full
Gospel Church, 4030 S. 700 East,
Dunkirk, IN, 47336. Funeral
services will follow at 2 p.m.
with Brother Mike Donathan
officiating. Burial will be held
in Dunkirk IOOF Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations
may be made to Kingsley Full
Gospel Church or the Jay Coun-
ty Cancer Society. 

A special thank you to Jodi

and Teresa for the continued
support and loving care for
Bobby and family.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to MJS Mortuaries.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Vaughn

Funding approved
Portland Redevelop-

ment Commission unani-
mously approved $30,000
for projects involving
planters in the downtown
area.

About $10,000 of  the
funding will go toward fix-
ing, restoring and reseal-
ing the planters, which
were removed to make way
for the various downtown
street and sewer projects.
The other funding will go
toward plantings for the
next several years.

Parking accident
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000
after a Portland woman
backed into another vehi-
cle at Jay County Fair-
grounds about 9:35 p.m.
Saturday.

Brandi L. Bailey, 27,
Portland, was driving her
2007 GMC Yukon out of
the fairgrounds at 806 E.
Votaw St. when she hit a
parked 2023 Chevrolet
Malibu.

The Malibu is registered
to Seila Lloyd of  Portland.

Capsule Reports

Photo provided

Hosted meeting
Portland Municipal Airport hosted the Aviation Indiana quarterly meeting Thursday with

dozens of aviation officials from around the state gathering at the facility.

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 8-9-6
Daily Four: 3-9-0-5
Quick Draw: 2-10-17-

23-32-34-37-39-40-42-44-
48-52-61-66-67-69-71-74-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 1-3-4
Pick 4: 9-7-6-3
Pick 5: 8-6-7-4-4

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$201 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$405 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.60
Sept. corn ................3.65
Wheat .......................4.66

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.60
Sept. corn ................3.60
Oct. corn ..................3.60

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.57
Sept. corn ................3.57
Beans ......................10.18

Sept. beans ..............9.58
Wheat ......................4.93

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.48
Sept. corn ................3.46
Beans ......................10.30
Sept. beans ............10.02
Wheat .......................4.99

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.57
Oct. corn ..................3.60
Beans........................9.98
Oct. beans ................9.43
Wheat ......................4.73

In 1792, King Louis
XVI and his wife Marie-
Antoinette were impris-
oned during the French
Revolution.

In 1821, Missouri
entered the Union as the
24th state. The first peti-
tion for statehood had
been presented in Janu-
ary 1818. The Missouri
Compromise of  1820 led
to it being admitted as a
slave state while Maine
was admitted as a free
state.

In 1846, the Smithson-
ian Institution was
founded in Washington,
D.C. Congress had been
bequeathed funds from
English scientist James
Smithson.

In 1914, France
declared war on Austria-
Hungary during World
War I.

In 1954, a ground-
breaking ceremony for
the St. Lawrence Seaway
was held in Massena,
New York.

In 1972, Anna Wile
was named acting admin-
istrator for Jay County
Hospital. Wile, who was
director of  nursing for
the hospital, was selected
to fill in after administra-
tor Warren Phemister
suffered a heart attack.

In 1997, the last
British troops left Hong
Kong, turning the island
over to China after 156
years of  British rule.

In 2003, Yuri
Malenchenko became the
first person to get mar-
ried while in space. He
was on the International
Space Station while his
bride, Ekaterina Dmitrie-
va, was in Texas.

In 2021, Scout Clean
Energy held an open
house in the Farmer’s
Building at Jay County
Fairgrounds to offer the
public the opportunity to
review plans and ask
questions about its Sky
Chief  Solar project.

—The CR

CR almanac

76/55 75/58 79/59 81/61 80/64
More sun

is expected
Sunday, with
the high siting
in the low to
mid 70s.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows a
chance of
showers and
thunder-
storms.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the
forecast for
Wednesday,
when the
high will be
80.

Another
day of sun is
on the horizon
for Monday.

Tuesday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with a high
again in the
mid to upper
70s.

Sunday
8/11

Monday
8/12

Tuesday
8/13

Wednesday
8/14

Thursday
8/15

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Local Schools,

community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Park Board, village
hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.



DEAR ABBY: My aunt fre-
quently cuts people out of  her
life for perceived slights —
small, large and imagined. A
few years ago, she got into a
fight with my dad (her brother).
Somehow, the rest of  my family
got cut out, too. Guilt by associa-
tion, I guess. 

She has done it to me so many
times that I decided this last
time would be it. I no longer

want the drama of  being “let
back in” (without explanation

or apology), only to be mysteri-
ously cut off  again. 

Unfortunately, my dad is in ill
health. He and his sister have
recently made contact, but it is
only surface conversation. When
he passes, how do I let her know
about his death without inviting
her back into my life? No one in
our family wants her at the funer-
al. Thanks for your wisdom. —
UNSURE IN THE WEST

DEAR UNSURE: Tell your
aunt about her brother’s
death and let her decide if
she wishes to attend the
funeral. If  she comes, be
cordial. The woman is obvi-
ously troubled, but she
should be allowed to pay her
last respects if  she wishes.
Permitting her to do this
does not need to change any-
thing between the two of

you. Remember, funerals
exist to comfort the living,
and  that  includes  your
aunt.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

LOCAL’S MARKET —
Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-
nity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship

Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of  each
month at Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place, 131 E
Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of

each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at

(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. 
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Elementary Schools 

August 12-16
Monday: Main Entrees: Chicken tenders 

Alternate Entrees: Roll, ham, cheese & fruit fun
lunch, pizza roll up Sides for all meals: French
fries

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef nachos 
Alternate Entrees: Roll, ham, cheese & fruit fun
lunch, pizza roll up 
Sides for all meals: Refried beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Cassic cheeseburger in bun
Alternate Entrees: Roll, ham, cheese & fruit fun
lunch, pizza roll up 
Sides for all meals: BBQ baked beans

Thursday: Main Entrees: Whole grain waffles, turkey sausage
link, syrup 
Alternate Entrees: Roll, ham, cheese & fruit fun
lunch, pizza roll up 
Sides for all meals: Tater tots

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza 
Alternate Entrees: Roll, ham, cheese & fruit fun
lunch, pizza roll up Sides for all meals: Savory
green beans

PORTABLE & SHOP PRESIDENT
SPECIAL ATTENTION STEVE VORE
TO BREAKDOWNS!

VORE’S
WELDING & STEEL INC.
•  COMMERCIAL WELDING & FABRICATION  •

•  SPECIALIZED WELDING & BRAZING  •
(ALUMINUM & STAINLESS STEEL)

PHONE (419) 375-4087    3234 ST. RT. 49N, BOX 37
FAX (419) 375-2466 FORT RECOVERY, OH 45846

vores@bright.net

Community Calendar

By MICHAEL CUGLIETTA
Orlando Sentinel
Tribune News Service

ORLANDO, Fla. — A St.
Cloud, Florida, laundromat
in a busy shopping center
offers customers the usual
commercial dryers and
washing machines but also
a case of  children’s books
in hope that parents with
kids in tow might occupy
them with story time
instead of  screen time.

The bookcase was set up
by the Early Learning
Coalition of  Osceola Coun-
ty and is one of  12 “learn-
ing hubs” it installed in
locations frequented by
families with young chil-
dren. Other locations
include a hospital and a
church.

The goal is to offer books
and educational toys to
young children who might
otherwise be looking at
phones or tablets or just
getting bored. The coalition
hopes the hubs, paid for by
$650,000 in federal grants,
will help boost early litera-
cy skills and mean more
Osceola children are ready
for kindergarten.

At 1 Clean Laundry, the
hub includes a kiddie-sized
bench and a bookcase
where children can grab
titles like “Polar Bear, Polar
Bear, What Do You Hear?,”

“It’s a Big World Little Pig”
and “Fluffy Saves Christ-
mas.”

“If  you think about a
space like a laundromat,
where you’re there for
probably an hour and a
half, if  there are things for
you to do with your child
that help with their literacy
development, that’s just a
tremendous opportunity,”

said Sue Gaon, vice presi-
dent of  Lakeshore Learn-
ing Materials, where the
coalition purchased most
of  the hub supplies.

Laundromat owner
Edward Ellis said the hub
has been getting steady use
since it was installed about
three months ago. And it is
not always the parents
guiding the reading.

“I’ve also had bilingual
children teaching their par-
ents English from the
books, which is pretty
neat,” Ellis said.

Children can take the
books home if  they want,
as the hub project includes
money to replace titles dur-
ing the next three years.

At Solid Rock Communi-
ty Church in Kissimmee,

the new “learning hub” –
the coalition’s largest –
includes eight rooms in a
large building on the
church’s grounds.

It will open Sunday, but
last week children attend-
ing the church’s vacation
Bible school were given the
chance to check out one of
the playrooms, which
offered a puppet theater
and an assortment of  cos-
tumes, including a police
officer’s uniform, a doctor’s
scrubs and a West African
dashiki.

There is also a room with
a toy kitchen and a reading
room, among others.

Pastor Tiffany Jeffers
said the congregation
draws about 700 people to
Sunday services, including
about 150 kids. The church
provides childcare but now
volunteers can offer more
educational activities to the
children.

“I wish this was around
when I was a young par-
ent,” Jeffers said. “I
could’ve sent my kids over
to the learning hub and
have them not just be
babysat, but really engage
with toys and activities.”

The rooms will be open to
the public after school and
on weekends, Jeffers said.
And the church plans to
host exercise, cooking and

other classes to attract fam-
ilies whose children would
then be invited to use the
hub.

“We thought they were a
fantastic partner to engage
with because they have one
of  the largest African-
American audiences in the
entire Kissimmee area,”
said Joel Rivera, a consult-
ant who served as project
director for the hubs.

The project wants to
reach that community as it
traditionally has fewer
“options for learning
opportunities,” he said.

The coalition is also
stocking each hub with a
children’s book set in Osce-
ola County, an effort to con-
nect children to what
they’re reading. The books
include images of  palm
trees, alligators and a
theme park off  in the dis-
tance.

“It’s pretty much them
walking around their town
and exploring what their
town has,” Rivera said.

The coalition plans to
open five more hubs in
2025.

“We need to continue to
drive into those places
where children and fami-
lies just are naturally,” said
Amanda Kelkenberg, CEO
of  the Early Learning
Coalition.

Tribune News Service/Orlando Sentinel/Willie J. Allen Jr.

Esteban Hernandez, Adonis Michel and Elijah Smith get an early
chance to play with Learning Hub toys and books, during the summer camp
class at Still We Rise Excellence Academy at Solid Rock Community Church of
God in Kissimmee, Florida, on Tuesday, July 23.

‘Learning hubs’ created for children

Unstable relative reappears amid father’s illness

Dear
Abby
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Chicago Tribune
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Given the time constraints,
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee Kamala Harris conducted a
cautious and orderly process as
she vetted her various options
for vice president. It was pretty
clear by Monday that Minneso-
ta Gov. Tim Walz was going to
get her nod over Pennsylvania
Gov. Josh Shapiro, but we were
impressed that what is now
known as the Harris-Walz cam-
paign avoided leaks. It was a
skilled rollout of  a man who is
well liked by the Democratic
Party’s attentive progressive
base but who is little known to
most Americans.

Indeed, according to an
NPR/PBS News/Marist Poll
released Tuesday and conduct-
ed over the last few days, more
than 70% of  Americans have
no opinion of  the 60-year-old
Walz, either favorable or unfa-
vorable. 

That’s a high number, given
the focus on the race.

And we’ll wager that had we

gone out on the streets of
Chicago a month ago, relative-
ly few Chicagoans would even
have heard of  the 41st gover-
nor of  Minnesota, a West
Point, Nebraska-born graduate
of  Chadron State College in
Chadron, Nebraska; a former
member of  the U.S. House of
Representatives who served for
24 years in the Army National
Guard; and an educator who
once taught geography and
coached football at Mankato
West High School in Mankato,
Minnesota.

West Point, Nebraska, for the
record, has a famous name and
a population of  3,459.

As fellow Midwesterners, we

congratulate Walz and his fam-
ily on his ascendancy to this
candidacy and note the distinc-
tive nature of  that achieve-
ment: it is far from easy for the
child of  a school administrator
and community activist in
small-town Nebraska to
achieve such heights and his
biography suggests he did it
the hard way, on his own. 

Whatever your political
views, this year’s two vice
presidential candidates, the
other being JD Vance of  Mid-
dletown, Ohio, shine a spot-
light of  those who spent their
formative years in bedrock
Midwest communities, became
undergraduates at public uni-

versities and served their
country in the military.

Now Walz has to introduce
himself  and explain his posi-
tions to Americans even as his
Republican rivals try to fill that
gap first. We look forward to
writing more about him.

We’re also waiting for the per-
son at the top of  the Democratic
ticket this fall, Vice President
Kamala Harris, to find some
time to answer some independ-
ent reporters’ questions on mat-
ters of  substance. And we are
calling for all candidates to
arrange the debates that are so
important to Americans learn-
ing about those who aspire to
the nation’s highest offices.

Walz, welcome to the big leagues

By CHISOM OKORAFOR
OtherWords

As a cost-of-living cri-
sis looms over Americans,
one rapidly growing busi-
ness model explains where
some of  our disposable
income is disappearing:
subscriptions.

These days, everything
from movies to food to dat-
ing apps are offering — or
in some cases, demanding
— a monthly subscription.
There are even subscrip-
tion services to manage
and cancel other subscrip-
tion services, like Rocket
Money Premium. Accord-
ing to Forbes, the subscrip-
tion economy is set to
reach $1.5 trillion in 2025.

In the digital era, compa-
nies use subscription mod-
els to lock consumers into
perpetually renting con-
tent they previously could
own — and now they’re
raising the rent.

Many people underesti-
mate how much of  their
paycheck gets eaten by sub-
scriptions. According to
one 2022 study, consumers
assumed they paid around
$86 a month. The actual
average was $219. Perhaps
that’s because companies
count on people forgetting
to cancel their subscrip-
tions once they’re finished
with the service, unaware
it continues to chip away at
their paychecks.

The problem is only get-
ting worse.

Many streaming servic-
es, such as Spotify, Para-
mount+, and Disney+, are
hiking prices after corner-
ing the market, leaving
users with little recourse
but to pay the higher price.
As with groceries, hous-
ing, and other artificially
inflated prices, this sort
of  corporate profiteering
is a major reason why cor-
porate profits have soared
while the average con-
sumer is being squeezed
tighter and tighter.

Companies are also sig-
nificantly encroaching on
users’ freedoms and priva-
cy to protect their subscrip-
tion profits.

For example, to crack
down on password sharing,
companies are tracking
your IP address to restrict
access to the platform out-
side certain locations. So if
you wanted to loan
your Netflix account to a
friend outside of  your
household, or even just a
child going off  to college —
practices that were free for
years — you’ll have to pony
up now.

Finally, what happens if
these platforms — where
people build entire person-
alized digital libraries —
disappear entirely?

My largest Spotify
playlist has almost 450
songs on it, constructed
carefully from the time I
was in middle school. If

something happened to
Spotify, the loss would be
incalculable — the equiva-
lent of  the burning of  the
Library of  Alexandria for
me and 44 million other
Americans that subscribe
to Spotify Premium.

We’ve heard a lot
about young people’s anxi-
eties over whether or not
they’ll ever be able to own a
home. But we don’t hear as
much about the attack on
other forms of  ownership
as well. The switch from
physical media to digital
can be characterized as a
massive push by corpora-
tions to switch consumers
from owning content to
renting it.

Now that we’re realizing
just how much we signed
away in the switch to
streaming, can we claw
back some of  those privi-
leges?

The government is tak-
ing some steps to protect
us. The Biden administra-
tion’s Federal Trade Com-
mission has proposed a
rule that would make it as
easy to cancel a subscrip-
tion as it is to start one.
Under “click to cancel,” if
you sign up for something
online, you should also be
able to cancel easily
online — not have to call
an 800 number and wait on
hold.

Meanwhile, you still
have other options. For
example, many public
libraries now offer free or
low-cost alternatives to
streaming services. Many
people don’t know just how
much their local public
libraries have to offer, but
you may be able to find not
only free ebooks but also
free streaming music and
movies.

Big corporations have
gained so much power over
what we consume and how.
If  they keep using that
power to extract more and
more money from us, we’ll
blow straight past “sub-
scription fatigue” right
into subscription anger.

I’m with the boomers on
this one. If  consumer pro-
tections won’t kick in to
protect us from corporate
greed, count on internet
piracy to come roaring
back.

••••••••••
Okorafor is a Henry Wal-

lace Fellow at the Institute
for Policy Studies and a stu-
dent journalist at the San
Francisco Foghorn.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Many are feeling
subscription fatigue 

By MICKY HORSTMAN
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

After President Joe Biden’s deci-
sion to drop out of  the race, I’m reaf-
firming my prediction that despite
primary turnout, it’s wrong to write
off  young voters.

While Chicago saw low turnout
during its uncompetitive Democrat-
ic primary, young people will vote
when there’s something to show up
for. Now we’re seeing that come to
life. If  recent social media activity is
any indication, Generation Z will
turn out to vote in November. Candi-
dates can shore up support by using
their social media platforms to
appeal to Gen Z’s policy preferences.

Vice President Kamala Harris has
garnered countless views by leaning
into singer Charli XCX’s endorse-
ment and adopting a digital pres-
ence mirroring the flippant attitude
of  the album of  the summer, Charli
XCX’s “brat.” She has also seen her-
self become a meme thanks to her
“You think you just fell out of  a
coconut tree?” comment.

At the Republican National Com-
mittee, former President Donald
Trump recruited a group of  celebri-
ties, including Amber Rose and
Jason Aldean, aimed at appealing to
younger, conservative voters.
Trump’s gotten millions of  views on
podcasts with celebrities and ath-
letes.

Both candidates are making
strong plays for younger audiences
while avoiding cringey mistakes of
past campaigns. They won’t make
Hillary Clinton’s mistake with
“Pokemon Go to the polls,” but to
win votes, they must amplify their
policy positions.

So, what do young voters care
about? It’s not just couches and
coconuts.

Harvard University’s Youth
Poll indicates the majority of  young
voters aren’t as radical as news and
even social media portray — nor are
they as ideologically rigid. When
evaluating matchups between ran-
domized issues, they found young
voters actually prioritized inflation,
housing, jobs, health care and
women’s reproductive rights ahead

of  what the media portray young
people caring about most: the Israel-
Hamas war, student debt and cli-
mate change.

And Vox reported young voters
were disgruntled with the Biden
administration for ignoring their
top economic concern: lower prices.

With young voters paying atten-
tion, here are the policy positions
the candidates and parties must
focus on to earn the next genera-
tion’s votes.

Housing affordability
In 2022, nearly 60% of  Gen Zers

were unduly burdened by housing
costs, as reported by Axios, spend-
ing more than 30% of  their income
on rent or mortgage payments.
Since May 2021, rents
increased 24% in the Chicago area,
according to Crain’s Chicago Busi-
ness, leaving an increasing number
of  young adults struggling.

The best way to reduce housing
costs is by building more housing.
Candidates can encourage cities to
rezone for alternative housing
options such as granny flats and
multifamily units — just as Chicago
is pushing right now — and to ease
restrictions on commercial-only
zoning. To reduce home and build-
ing prices, they can also cut govern-
ment approval times that add cost
and reduce regulations such as park-
ing minimums and aesthetic
requirements.

Tuition costs, good jobs
College was advertised to many

Gen Zers as the only way to secure a
high-paying job. The high cost of
college tuition was supposed to be
offset by higher earnings, but job
openings and market salaries
haven’t kept pace with inflation.

Candidates can advocate for non-

traditional forms of  education,
expanding opportunities for two-
year programs, apprenticeships and
trade schools, which can lead to life-
long, high-paying jobs. Additionally,
they should consider legislation that
removes degree and occupational
licensing requirements for jobs such
as hair braider, cosmetologist and
burglar alarm installer.

As of  2023, the average Gen Z bor-
rower had an outstanding student
loan balance of  nearly $25,000,
Bankrate reported. Candidates
should lobby to extend the student
loan forgiveness benefit past 2025,
which empowers businesses to pay
off  $5,250 in loans, tax-free.

Public transportation
High car and maintenance prices

have left young people driving less.
Candidates could support young
people’s futures by investing in
proven, reliable, safe public trans-
portation options. Amtrak recently
opened a line from St. Paul, Min-
nesota, to Chicago. It turned a prof-
it in less than two weeks.

Historically, the major political
parties have dismissed young peo-
ple’s concerns, but there are 41 mil-
lion eligible young voters in this
election, representing one-fifth of
the electorate. More than half  are
expected to vote. Politicians can’t
afford to ignore them.

Gen Z grew up online amid high-
stakes elections, making them
uniquely engaged and politically
active. The first election in which
Gen Z was old enough to account for
the entire 18-to-24-year-old voting
bloc was the 2022 midterm, and near-
ly 30% cast a ballot. This was an
unprecedented participation rate for
a first midterm and significantly
higher than what past generations
— including millennials, Gen X and
boomers — cast at that age.

This November, the winner of  the
election might be the candidate who
best communicates about the issues
that matter to Gen Z and young vot-
ers.

••••••••••
Horstman is the communications

associate for the Illinois Policy Insti-
tute and a writer for Young Voices.

Do not ignore young voters
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One McClain handed off
the grand champion ban-
ner to the next.

Jax McClain showed the
grand champion barrow
July 8 during the Jay
County 4-H swine show.
He earned the banner a
year after his brother
Max.

Wyatt Alley had the
grand champion gilt.

Ivan Brunswick earned
the reserve grand champi-
on barrow banner while
Elizabeth Brunswick
showed the reserve grand
champion gilt.

Max McClain took the
intermediate showman-
ship title. Tyler Arm-
strong won for advanced
showmanship, Caleb Dol-
lar was first for senior
showmanship and Brax-
ton Armstrong led the way
in junior showmanship.

The Herdsman Award
went to Caleb Dollar.

Other results were as
follows:

Gilts
Berkshire
1. Ivan Brunswick
2. Wyatt Twigg
3. Natalie May
4. Gabe Pinkerton
5. Jacob Weitzel

6. Danielle May
7. Boston Lyons

Chester White
1. Tyler Armstrong
2. Madi Paxson

Duroc
Class 1
1. Wyatt Alley
2. Gabe Pinkerton
3. Koda Johnson
4. Jackson Bonifas
5. Hunter Zimmerman
6. Carson Westgerdes

Class 2
1. Max McClain
2. Gage Sims
3. Bailey Towell
4. Keegan Cavanaugh
5. Elizabeth Brunswick
6. Kyler Morehous

Champion: Wyatt Alley
Reserve champion Max

McClain

Hampshire
1. Braxton Armstrong
2. Madi Paxson
3. Caleb Dollar
4. Jackson Westgerdes
5. Bryce Clevenger

Hereford
1. Braxton Armstrong
2. Ayva Pitman

Poland
1. Easton Johnson
2. Wyatt Twigg
3. Gabe Pinkerton
4. Kenady Lyons
5. Kenady Lyons

Spots
1. Wyatt Alley
2. Madi Paxson
3. Tyler Armstrong
4. Kamzy Johnson
5. Emmett Betz
6. Bennett Betz
7. Brooklyn Zimmerman

Tamworth
1. Tyler Armstrong
2. Caleb Dollar

Yorkshire
1. Gracie Wilburn
2. Brantley Towell
3. Ivan Brunswick

Crossbred
Class 1
1. Madi Paxson
2. Tyler Armstrong
3. Carley Buckland
4. Brady Jetmore
5. Madi Paxson
6. Braxton Bell
7. Cole Clevenger
8. Londyn Lyons

Class 2
1. Elizabeth Brunswick
2. Jax McClain

3. Max McClain
4. Caleb Dollar
5. Levi Russell
6. Grant Linville
7. Austin Schoenlein

Champion: Elizabeth
Brunswick

Reserve champion: Jax
McClain

Barrows
1. Elizabeth Brunswick
2. Jaylee Twigg
3. Bailey Towell
4. Gabe Pinkerton
5. Austin Schoenlein
6. Kenady Lyons
7. Jacob Weitzel
8. Kyler Morehous

Chester White
1. Bailey Towell
2. Gage Penrod

Duroc
1. Max McClain
2. Tyler Armstrong
3. Whitney McIntire
4. Caleb Dollar
5. Whitney McIntire
6. Kazlynn Morehous
7. Gabe Pinkerton
8. Gabe Pinkerton

Hampshire
1. Braxton Armstrong
2. Grant Clifton

3. Kazlynn Morehous
4. Riley Clifton
5. Levi Garringer

Hereford
1. Kayla Jetmore
2. Caleb Dollar
3. Grant Linville
4. Levi Russell
5. Austin Schoenlein

Landrace
1. Levi Garringer

Poland
1. Koda Johnson
2. Brooklyn Zimmer-

man
3. Jaylee Twigg
4. Boston Lyons

Spots
1. Tyler Armstrong
2. Wyatt Alley
3. Kamzy Johnson
4. Gage Sims
5. Gracie Wilburn
6. Riley Clifton
7. Hunter Zimmerman

Tamworth
1. Ayva Pitman
2. Braxton Armstrong
3. Caleb Dollar
4. Carson Westgerdes

Yorkshire
1. Ivan Brunswick

2. Brantley Towell
3. Braxton Bell
4. Grant Clifton

Crossbred
Class 1
1. Ivan Brunswick
2. Brady Jetmore
3. Braxton Armstrong
4. Kayla Jetmore
5. Easton Johnson
6. Hunter Scholle
7. Hunter Scholle

Class 2
1. Jade Westgerdes
2. Gage Penrod
3. Riley Clifton
4. Ayva Pitman
5. Madi Paxson
6. Grant Clifton
7. Carley Buckland
8. Braxton Bell

Class 3
1. Jax McClain2
2. Ainsley Bonifas
3. Carley Buckland
4. Gracie Wilburn
5. Levin Russell
6. Gillian Keller
7. Paityn Chapman
8. Londyn Lyons

Champion: Jax
McClain

Reserve champion:
Ivan Brunswick

Some new names topped
the dairy beef  show this
year.

Carter May showed the
grand champion dairy
beef  feeder July 8 during
the 4-H dairy beef  show at
the Jay County Fair while
Jordyn Hutzler had the
grand champion dairy
beef  steer.

A Dues — Sam twice and
Max once — had won for
dairy beef  feeder in each
of  the previous three
years.

A pair of  Dirksens took
the reserve champion ban-
ners — Veronica for dairy
beef  feeder and Eli for
dairy beef  steer.

Veronica Dirksen went
on to win for junior show-
manship. Molly Muh-

lenkamp won for senior
and advanced showman-
ship while Emily Nieport
was the champion for
beginner showmanship.

Other results from the
show were as follows:

Dairy beef  feeder
Light weight
Class 1
1. Adalyn Broering
2. Jordyn Hutzler
3. Phillip Muhlenkamp
4. Daxtin Zimmerman
5. Daxtin Zimmerman

Class 2
1. Benton Langenkamp
2. Alyvia Muhlenkamp
3. Jade Westgerdes
4. Leah Steed
5. Cole Steed

Class 3
1. Benton Langenkamp

2. Isaac Homan
3. Jordyn Hutzler
4. Emily Nieport
5. Cole Steed
6. Jade Westgerdes

Champion: Benton Lan-
genkamp

Reserve champion:
Alyvia Muhlenkamp

Medium weight
Class 4
1. Reece Brockman
2. Eli Dirksen
3. Kinley LaMontagne
4. Phillip Muhlenkamp
5. Henry Dirksen
6. Kinley LaMontagne

Class 5
1. Molly Muhlenkamp
2. Carson Broering
3. Camden Buckland

4. Charlotte Muh-
lenkamp

5. Camden Buckland

Class 6
1. Owen Muhlenkamp
2. Maria Hemmelgarn
3. Charlotte Muh-

lenkamp
4. Halle Homan
5. Emily Nieport

Class 7
1. Veronica Dirksen
2. Gabe Muhlenkamp
3. Isaac Homan
4. Cade Muhlenkamp
5. William Muhlenkamp
6. Bailey Muhlenkamp
7. Job Dirksen

Champion: Veronica
Dirksen

Reserve champion:
Reece Brockman

Heavy weight
Class 8
1. Max Dues
2. Joseph Hemmelgarn
3. Max Dues
4. Leah Steed
5. Halle Homan
6. William Muhlenkamp

Class 9
1. Cade Muhlenkamp
2. Sam Dues
3. Carter May
4. Reece Brockman
5. Sam Dues

Heavy eight
1. Carter May
2. Paul Dirksen
3. Raif  Beiswanger
4. Kelsey Muhlenkamp
5. Rockland Beiswanger

Champion: Carter May
Reserve champion: Cade

Muhlenkamp

Steer
Light weight
1. Jordyn Hutzler
2. Alyvia Muhlenkamp
3. Isaac Homan
4. Gabi Miller
5. Maria Hemmelgarn

Medium weight
1. Benton Langenkamp
2. Jordyn Hutzler
Camden Buckland,

Owen Muhlenkamp, Molly
Muhlenkamp

Heavy weight
1. Eli Dirksen
2. Henry Dirksen
3. Camden Buckland
4. Isaac Homan
5. Benton Langenkamp

Champion: Eli Dirksen
Reserve champion:

Henry Dirksen

McClain, Alley lead the way at swine show

Photos provided

Wyatt Alley (left) and Jax McClain (right) showed the grand champion gilt and grand champion barrow, respectively, during the Jay County 4-H
swine show on July 8.

May, Hutzler set the tone in dairy beef show

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Carter May (left) and Jordyn Hutzler (right) showed the grand champion dairy beef feeder and grand champion dairy beef steer, respectively, during
the Jay County 4-H dairy beef show on July 8 at the Jay County Fair.
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On July 9 at the Jay
County 4-H dairy goat
show, Ty Paxson showed
the overall grand champi-
on dairy wether while
Benton Langenkamp had
the overall grand champi-
on dairy doe. Aubree
McClure showed the
grand champion moth-
er/daughter.

Langenkamp’s senior
doe picked up the overall
grand champion title over
Levi Russell’s grand
champion junior doe. He
had a big day overall, also
earning grand champion
milk production and win-
ning the speed milking
competition. He also had
the reserve grand champi-
on mother-daughter.

Levi Willmann won for
senior showmanship and
then went on to take the
advanced showmanship
title to represent the dairy
goat barn in the supreme
showmanship competi-
tion. Other top showmen
were Allie Westfall (inter-
mediate) and Maria
Heitkamp (beginner and
junior).

Ava May showed the
grand champion for rate
of  gain.

Other results were as
follows:

Does
Grade junior kids
1. Cole Clevenger

Registered intermediate
kids

1. Chloe Byrum
2. Aubree McClure
3. Chloe Byrum

Senior kids
Grade
1. Allie Westfall
2. Kennedy Huftel

Registered
1. Ava May
2. Benton Langenkamp
3. Ava May
4. Aubree McClure
5. Aubree McClure
6. Levi Russell
7. Makinsey Murphy
8. Makinsey Murphy

Champion: Ava May
Reserve champion: Ben-

ton Langenkamp

Dry yearling
Grade
1. Kennady Huftel

2. Jonas Westfall
3. Ramzey Huftel

Registered dry yearling
1. Levi Russell
2. Benton Langenkamp
3. Chloe Byrum
4. Ava May
5. Benton Langenkamp
6. Aubree McClure
7. Levi Russell
8. Ruby Redmond

Champion: Levi Rus-
sell

Reserve champion:
Benton Langenkamp

Milking yearling
Grade
1. Alexis Tipton

Registered
1. Aubree McClure

Champion: Aubree
McClure

Reserve champion:
Alexis Tipton

2-to-4-year-old does
Grade
1. Ramzey Huftel

Registered
1. Benton Langenkamp
2. Chloe Byrum
3. Levi Willman
4. Benton Langenkamp
5. Aubree McClure
6. Ruby Redmond

Champion: Benton Lan-
genkamp

Reserve champion:
Chloe Byrum

4 and older does
Grade
1. Ramzey Huftel

Registered
1. Aubree McClure

Champion: Ramzey
Huftel

Reserve champion:
Aubree McClure

Grand champion: Ben-
ton Langenkamp

Reserve grand champi-
on: Chloe Byrum

Mother-daughter
1. Aubree McClure
2. Benton Langenkamp
3. Aubree McClure
4. Ramzey Huftel

Wethers
Light weight
1. Allie Westfall
2. Ava May
3. Maria Heitkamp
4. Maria Heitkamp
5. Bryce Clevenger

Heavy weight
1. Ty Paxson
2. Madi Paxson
3. Easton Siegrist
4. Evan Siegrist
5. Benton Langenkamp
6. Ava May

Easton Siegrist and Levi Gar-
ringer each took home a couple
of  top awards.

Siegrist showed the grand
champion overall breeding doe
July 9 from the Jay County 4-H
meat goat show. He was also the
champion intermediate show-
man.

Garringer had two grand
champions — overall wether and
market doe. Anna Fisher showed
the grand champion buck while
Drake Somers had the grand
champion mother-daughter.

Ella Stockton won for advanced
showmanship and went on to rep-
resent the meat goat barn in the
supreme showmanship competi-
tion. Other showmanship cham-
pions were Levi Willmann
(senior), and Braxton Bell (begin-
ner and junior).

Elijah Stockton had the cham-
pion rate of  gain market doe
while Drew Lingo showed the
champion rate of  gain wether.

Showing reserve grand cham-
pions were Ella Stockton (overall
breeding), Danielle Somers
(mother-daughter), Rylieann
Clark (buck), Andrew Muh-
lenkamp (market doe) and Brax-
ton Bell (overall wether).

Additional results were as fol-
lows:

Doe
Junior
Zero to 3 months
1. Evan Siegirst

3 to 6 months
1. Easton Siegrist
2. Ella Stockton
3. Jenna Bricker
4. Anna Fisher

9 to 12 months
1. Wyatt Twigg

Champion: Easton Siegrist
Reserve champion: Ella Stock-

ton

Yearling
12 to 16 months
1. Drew Lingo
2. Drew Lingo

16 to 20 months
1. Easton Siegrist
2. Lauren Fisher
3. Freddie Lingo
4. Easton Siegrist

Champion: Easton Siegrist
Reserve champion: Lauren

Fisher

Senior
24 to 36 months
1. Freddie Lingo
2. Emalynn Clark
3. Alex Huntsman
4. Nicholas Somers
5. Danielle Somers
6. Drake Somers

36-plus months
1. Ella Stockton
2. Wyatt Twigg

Champion: Ella Stockton
Reserve champion Wyatt

Twigg

Buck
Class 1
1. Benjamin Fisher
2. Cameron Clark
3. Brooklynn Byrum

Class 2
1. Anna Fisher
2. Rylieann Clark
3. Madison Clark
4. Emalynn Clark
5. Gillian Keller
6. Elijah Stockton
7. Jenna Bricker
8. Caleb Dollar

Market does
Light weight
1. Maisey Keller
2. Drew Lingo
3. Isabelle Byrum

4. Nicholas Somers
5. Camden Buckland

Medium weight
1. Levi Garringer
2. Andrew Muhlenkamp
3.Stan Muhlenkamp
4. Parker Huntsman
5. Madison Clark
6. Levi Willman

Heavy weight
1. Freddie Lingo
2. Elly Byrum
3. Elijah Stockton
4. Cole Clevenger
5. Ella Stockton

Wethers
Light weight
1. Brooklynn Byrum
2. Cienna Muhlenkamp
3. Lauren Fisher
4. Cayden Buckland
5. Gillian Keller
6. Isaac Dues
7. Danielle Somers
8.
Drake Somers
9. Anna Fisher
10. benjamin Fisher
11. Maisey Keller

Medium weight
1. Andrew Muhlenkamp 
2. Drew Lingo
3. Lina Lingo
4. Cole Clevenger
5. Emersyn Theurer
6. Isabelle Byrum
7. Aubree McClure
8. Caden Muhlenkamp
9. Bryce Clevenger
10. Elly Byrum

Heavy weight
Class 1
1. Braxton Bell
2. Freddie Lingo
3. Parker Huntsman
4. Stanly Muhlenkamp
5. Alex Huntsman
6. Alexander Miller
7. Levi Willmann
8. Caleb Sibray

Class 2
1. Levi Garringer
2. Max McClain
3. Madi Paxson
4. Cameron Clark
5. Rylieann Clark
6. Brooklynn Byrum
7. Elijah Stockton

Champion: Levi Garringer
Reserve champion: Braxton

Bell

Tuck Hemmelgarn repeated.
The two other banners were

up for grabs after twin 10-year
members departed.

Hemmelgarn showed the
grand champion pygmy wether
for the second year in a row
July 9 during the Jay County 4-
H pygmy goat show at the Jay
County Fair.

Gage Sims had the top
pygmy doe while Aubree
McClure showed the grand
champion pygmy buck.

Twins Melana and Kaylee
Zimmerman had combined to
earn top pygmy doe honors in
each of  the last two years.

In addition to his grand
champion banner, Sims also
won the senior and advanced
showmanship titles and went
on to represent pygmy goats in
the small animal supreme
showmanship competition.

Other results were as fol-
lows:

Doe
Junior
1. Gage Sims
2. Aubree McClure
3. Aubree McClure
4. Chloe Muhlenkamp

Yearling
1. Aubree McClure
2. Gage Sims
3. Aubree McClure
4. Finn Hemmelgarn
5. Tuck Hemmelgarn

Senior
1. Gage Sims

2. Aubree McClure
3. Aubree McClure
4. Aubree McClure
5. Bailey Muhlenkamp
6. Kennedy Huftel

Buck
1. Aubree McClure

Wether
1. Aubree McClure
2. Tuck Hemmelgarn
3. Kinley Brunson

Hemmelgarn, Sims
show top pygmy goats

Siegrist and Garringer lead meat goats

Paxson, Langenkamp show grand champs

Benton Langenkamp
(left) showed the grand
champion dairy doe on
July 9 at the Jay County
4-H dairy goat show. Ty
Paxson (right) showed
the grand champion
dairy wether.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Gage Sims
(above) showed the
grand champion
pygmy doe July 9
during the Jay
County 4-H pygmy
goat show. Tuck
Hemmelgarn (left)
showed the grand
champion pygmy
wether.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Anna Fisher
showed the grand champion
Buck on July 9 during the Jay
County 4-H meat goat show.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Levi Garringer (right) showed the grand champion market doe and market wether July 9
during the Jay County 4-H meat goat show. Easton Siegrist (left) had the grand champion boer doe.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko



Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�
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Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�
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�

Quick questions

1) Michael Schur and Greg Daniels
created what TV show that is set in Indiana?

2) Actor Steve McQueen was
born in what Indiana city?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Parks and Recreation
2) Beech Grove

The Commercial Review
Saturday, August 10, 2024 Puzzles Page 7
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s
Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St. Portland, IN

Friday Afternoon
August 9th, 2024

5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - COINS-
TOOLS.

Frigidaire refrigerator;
Kenmore 12cu freezer;
drophead secretary cab-
inet; wood porch swing;

pocket knives;
Barcelona guitar; Yama-
ha SJ180 guitar with
case; ELVIS ITEMS.
Currency & coins;

Framed $2 Bills (1928,
1953, 2013) Framed $1
bill missed cut; 1963

proof set; steel pennies;
foreign coins; Peter Pan

production poster,
signed; Kennedy for

president posters; metal
signs; Hot Wheels;
Heileman’s Old Style

Beer sign; Coke sign; #3
crock churn; Carftsman
tool box; fishing lures;
and other items not list-

ed.
JERRY & DEBI

ABBOTT 
& BEMIS FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112

REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION

Saturday, SEPTEMBER
14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian
Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Experi-
enced Oil Field Pumper:
Jay Co., IN / Portland
Area. Call: Howard @
248-623-6091 or Office:
248-343-4898  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–
For NEWS items and letters to the editor

news@thecr.com
For SPORTS related information

sports@thecr.com
For Classifieds:

classifieds@thecr.com
Website: www.thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING, SENDING DIGITAL FILES FOR THE HOME GUIDES
AND CUSTOMER PREPARED FILES.

print@thecr.com
FOR ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INQUIRIES

business@thecr.com
FOR DELIVERY INQUIRIES

delivery@thecr.com
Send Your E-MAIL Directly To The
Department You Want To Contact!

For Inquiries for ADVERTISING
& digital files

ads@thecr.com

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery

Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

The Commercial Review
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Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
in 
The

Commercial
Review

C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D

  A
D
S

726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find

in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to

a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call  

260-726-8141

  

 

 

  

 
  
  
  

 

 

21st Semi-Annual
Shetler Blacksmith
Shop Consignment

Auction
Location: 8343 S 150 E, Geneva, IN 46740

Directions: Hwy 27 N to Geneva IN, then east at
intersection on 116 (flashing light) go 2 1/2 miles
to CR150E then North 2 1/2 miles OR Hwy 27 S.
South edge of Berne IN to CR700S then east 2 1/2
miles to CR150E then south 1 1/2 miles to 8343S
Saturday, August 17, 2024

8:30 A.M.
Horse-Drawn Farm Machinery – Horses/Ponies

Buggies – Harness – New and Used Tack
Hay and Straw   – Shop Tools
Lawn and Garden – Furniture

Bring your Machinery - Tack- Harness - Buggies
- Shop Tools - Lawn and Garden to sale location
anytime Tuesday, Aug 13 through Friday, Aug 16,
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
All out-of-state horses must be Coggins tested.
Consignment entry fee is $25.00, non-refundable.
Notice: No pay-off checks written for less than
$5.00. No consignments on Friday after 6:00
p.m., Aug 16 (Except horses)
Horses and small animals accepted until 10am on
Saturday of auction. All recommendations are

between buyer and seller
Notice: No shoeing Friday,  Aug 16 or 

Saturday, Aug 17, 2024. 
No Firearms or dogs please, 

No outside sales prior to auction.
Deadline for line-up Saturday, Aug 10, 2024

$ .00 - $ 50.00 - 20% Horses 6%
$ 50.01- $ 250.00 - 15%        (Minimum $25.00)
$ 250.01- $ 500.00 -10%      (Maximum $200.00)
$ 500.01 & Up - 8% No Sales $25.00
No Sales 5%   Saddles 10%

Terms: Cash or check with proper ID. 
Lunch and Benefit Bake Sale

Commission rate figured per item. Consignor’s
money will follow in 10-14 days.

This is your personal invitation to attend. Come
and enjoy the day with us. (Not responsible for
accidents or merchandise after sold).  All goods
left after 20 days become the property of Shetler
Blacksmith Shop.  Auctioneer announcements

take precedence over all advertising.
Sale Schedule: 8:30 a.m. tack and small items

followed by saddles and harness; 11:00 a.m. farm
machinery; 11:30 a.m. hay and straw; 10:00 a.m.

horses and ponies; 10:00 a.m. furniture and
miscellaneous followed by small animals.

VENDORS WELCOME
To consign call Steve (260) 729-2835 LM

Mahlon Shetler
8343 S 150 E, Geneva, IN 46740

Auctioneers
Samual R. Lengacher               Nathan Lengacher
AU#10700061 260-413-4311
260-730-3730
Eldon Miller  AU#10700050
CR 8-10-2024

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

 SUBSCRIBE

TO THE

COMMERCIAL

REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

 The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation

Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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Sports
Saturday, August 10, 2024

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

JCHS and FRHS golf open 
conference play on Monday,

see Sports on tap

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Monday
Jay County — Girls golf at Heritage –

5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls golf vs. Marion

Local – 9 a.m.; Boys golf at Marion
Local – 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Junior high football

scrimmage vs. Fort Recovery – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys golf vs. Tri-Vil-

lage – 4 p.m.; Girls golf at South
Adams – 5 p.m.; Middle school football
scrimmage vs. Jay County – 5 p.m.; Mid-
dle school volleyball scrimmage a
home – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2 a.m. — Olympic track & field (USA)
2:35 a.m. — AFL: Geelong Cats at

Fremantle Dockers (FS1)

7 a.m. — Olympic volleyball: France
vs. Poland (NBC)

9:35 a.m. — Olympic water polo
(NBC)

12 p.m. — NFL preseason: Washing-
ton Commanders vs. New York Jets
(CBS)

1 p.m. — NFL preseason: Chicago
Bears vs. Buffalo Bills (FOX)

1 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live
(FS1)

3 p.m. — Olympic beach volleyball
(USA)     

4 p.m. — NFL preseason: Las Vegas
Raiders vs. Minnesota Vikings (CBS)

4:10 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at
Boston Red Sox (FS1)

5 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NFL preseason: San Fran-

cisco 49ers vs. Tennessee Titans (ABC);
Seattle Seahawks vs. Los Angeles
Chargers (CBS)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Milwaukee Brewers (Bally Indiana);
Chicago Cubs at Chicago White Sox

(FOX)
7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman

Truck Series: Clean Harbors 250 (FS1)
9 p.m. — USL Championships: Sacra-

mento Republic at Louisville City
(ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Boxing: Luis Alberto Lopez
vs. Angelo Leo (ESPN)

Sunday
2 a.m. — Olympic track and field

(USA)
4:30 a.m. — Olympic water polo

(USA)
7 a.m. — Olympic women’s volleyball:

Italy vs. USA (USA)
1 p.m. — BIG3 basketball (NBC)
1 p.m. — Horse Racing: Saratoga

Live (FS1)
2:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Milwaukee Brewers (Bally Indiana)
3 p.m. — Olympic closing ceremony

(NBC)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Wyndham Cham-

pionships (CBS)

4:30 p.m. — NFL preseason: Dallas
Cowboys vs. Los Angeles Rams (FOX)

6 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Cook
Out 400 (USA)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at
Seattle Mariners (ESPN2)

Monday
6:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-

nals at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — MMA: Contender Series

(ESPN2)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Texas Rangers at

Boston Red Sox (ESPN)

Tuesday
6:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-

nals at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

Local notes
Next up

The Adams Memorial/Kekionga Green-
way Gallop 5K is the next race in the
Adams County Challenge Series.

The race will be held on Saturday, Aug.
24. It will begin at Riverside Center in
Decatur at 4:30 p.m.

The races costs $20 if registered by
Aug. 11, and $25 after that date. Regis-
tration can be found at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

For more information contact Linda
Morris at (260) 724-2604.

Season tickets for sale
Jay County High School began selling

season tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets
can be purchased during office hours
from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot
Pass (for those 65-and-older) cover all
high school and junior high events. The
former costs $105 while the latter is
$60.

For just high school events, High
School Adult Super Tickets ($80) and
Senior Super Tickets for those 65-and-
older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports
Pass, good for 12 games at $50, boys
basketball season passes for $50 and
football season passes for $25. 

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health

Foundation Golf Classic is set to be
held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Valley Golf
Club.

Teams of four can participate for
$400, with tee times at either 7:30
a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of
golf, a best, non-alcoholic beverages, a
cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school health-
care scholarships and community
health. For more information, contact
Kim Trombley by emailing kim.tormb-
ley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by
calling (260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Indians had some hic-
cups on day No. 2.

There were some missed
putts, hero shots that didn’t
work out and other course
management slip ups.

Despite the mistakes, they
made it out with a victory and
will look to continue finding
ways to win while cleaning
things up.

After a dominant season
opener at the Mercer County
Invite on Tuesday, Fort Recov-
ery High School’s boys golf
team cruised to a 171-208 victo-
ry over the Mississinawa Val-
ley Blackhawks despite some
miscues on Thursday morning
at Portland Golf  Club.

“I’m always proud of  the
guys,” FRHS coach Dean
Sanders said. “They do a great
job and are always working
hard out there. They give every
ounce on every hole and every
shot.

“We took a few more penalty
strokes than what we needed to
obviously, so we need to work
on course management. Also, I
know a couple of  guys were
having trouble with putting.
So, it looks though the short
game and course management
are a couple of  things we real-
ly need to work on out here at
Portland.”

One Indian 2ho didn’t have
some of  those struggles was
match medalist Eli Lennartz.

The senior finished with a 5-
over-par 40 by staying consis-
tent throughout the match
with five pars, three bogeys
and one double-bogey.
Lennartz edged out Mississi-
nawa Valley’s Jackson Bean-
blossom for medalist honors by
one stroke.

Lennartz took an approach
of  playing safely in the match,
with two examples being the
354-yard, par-4 16th hole and
the 344-yard, par-4 17th. On
hole No. 16, Lennartz decided
to aim for a shorter drive to
land short of  the creek 150
yards away from the hole. On

the 17th, he played off  to the
left, closer to hole No. 2, to
avoid the water hazard while
still giving himself  a look at
the green.

“I’ve just kind of  learned
over the years that you don’t
really need that (hero shot),”
Lennartz said. “You can just

lay up and have a better shot at
the green and that’s what I’ve
developed over time.”

Both cases worked out in
Lennartz’s favor. He managed
to par the 17th and just nar-
rowly missed on the 16th. 

After his drive on the 16th,
Lennartz’s second shot put

him on the hill just to the right
of  the green. A chip put him
about 8 feet away, but his putt
rested on the edge of  the cup,
forcing him to tap it for a
bogey.

“I had some good par saves
while putting,” Lennartz said.
“Those ones (that don’t fall)

are tough, mainly because you
always think about them on
the next hole.”

Fort Recovery (1-0) also got a
nice lift out of  Riley Grieshop
from the No. 5 position. The
senior shot a 43 for the fourth-
best round of  the match and to
score for the first time in his
varsity career.

Grieshop, who Sanders
praised for being one of  his
more consistent golfers, nearly
shot a round of  “bogey ball”
but finished one stroke better
as he also had one birdie and
one double-bogey.

His birdie came on the 298-
yard, par-5 12th hole when he
made the green in regulation
and one-putted.

He also one-putted on hole
No. 18 to shoot for bogey after
his drive ended long out of
bounds forcing a drop.

“It feels pretty good, but I’m
surprised because I didn’t
think I’d do that good,”
Grieshop said. “Usually I’m
not that good on the greens but
before the match, I was out on
the practice green putting and
I guess that helped a lot.”

Reece LeFevre had the No. 3
score of  the match, contribut-
ing 42 strokes towards the Indi-
ans’ final. A strong drive and
even better second shot helped
set him up for a birdie on hole
No. 14, a 520-yard, par-5.

Caleb Smith and Colson Post
shot 46 to round out the Tribe’s
final. Post’s best hole was a
birdie on the 12th while
Smith’s par on No. 13 was his
highlight.

Keegan Muhlenkamp had an
off  round, finishing with a 47.
It marked the first time the
senior didn’t contribute to the
team score since Sept. 7, 2023.

“I don’t worry about the
guys, because they are excel-
lent golfers,” Sanders said.
“Today was a difficult day for
them. Obviously there were
some bad breaks and course
management issues. … I don’t
doubt they’ll bounce back and
do just fine in upcoming
matches.”

Lennartz leads linksmen
FRHS senior shoots 40 as Indians pick up first win in match play

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School senior Eli Lennartz watches his ball lip around the edge
of the 12th hole Thursday at Portland Golf Club in a 171-208 victory over Mississinewa Valley.
Lennartz earned match medalist honors by shooting a 40.


