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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  81 degrees Friday.
The high will be in the mid 80s

today under partly cloudy skies.
The low will be in the upper 60s. 
Expect mostly sunny skies

Sunday with a high in the upper
80s. The high will climb into the
lower 90s under mostly sunny
skies Monday.
See page 2 for an extended

forecast.

Portland Municipal Airport
and the American Legion Rid-
ers are hosting their pancake
breakfast and fly-in from 6 to
10:30 a.m. today. Flights are
being offered for $20 per per-
son from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Also,
Goodfolk & O’Tymes Biplane
Rides is offering rides in open-
air 1929 and 1930 biplanes for
$80 from 9 a.m. until dark.

Tuesday —Results from the
JCHS cross country teams at
the Celina Rotary Invitational.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County volleyball
match against Winchester.

Weather In review Coming up
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
A rural Portland man

hit a construction worker
with his truck Friday.
Christopher Winget, 26,

Fort Wayne, sustained
scrapes on his elbows and
complained of  pain on
his left thigh after the
accident.
Donald Brown, 73, was

driving his 2003 Ford F-
150 south on Meridian
Street (U.S. 27) in Port-
land near the intersec-
tion with High Street
when his vehicle struck
Winget, who had been
directing traffic around
ongoing construction
along the curb.
Brown told police he

wasn’t able to see Winget.
Winget told police he

instructed Brown to stop.
He thought Brown had
seen him when he turned
to signal eastbound traf-
fic to begin moving.
Brown’s vehicle struck

Winget, who was trans-
ported to IU Health Jay
for further evaluation.
Damage to Brown’s

vehicle is estimated at
less than $1,000.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The city approved addi-

tional environmental
work for the former
Sheller-Globe site.
More will be coming.
Portland Board of

Works on Friday OK’d a
$12,200 contract with IWM
Consulting of  Fort Wayne
for work at the industrial
site on the west side of
Bridge Street on Port-
land’s south side.
The contract covers

utility clearance, well
abandoning and other
items regarding “plume
one” at the site. It also
involves quarterly moni-
toring for a two-year peri-
od.
Indiana Department of

Environmental Manage-
ment (IDEM) approved
those plans for environ-
mental mitigation.
The state agency, how-

ever, did not approve the
city’s proposal for mitigat-
ing “plume two.”
IWM will put together a

new plan, which will then
need to be submitted to
IDEM for approval before
moving forward.

See Site page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
REDKEY — Tensions are

bubbling between police
and council.
Redkey Town Council

discussed taking discipli-
nary measures against
town marshal Zach Moser
but took no action during a
meeting Thursday. It also
agreed to move forward
with amending its animal
ordinance and expressed
issues with ongoing gas
line work.
Council held an execu-

tive session July 29 regard-
ing employee job perform-
ance evaluations. Council
president Brenda Beaty
said Moser “blew a gasket”
at Redkey Town Hall and
used foul language in front
of  clerk-treasurer Gloria
May and her assistant, Bil-
lie Hammond.

Regarding his use of
foul language, Moser
explained his actions
stemmed from what he
said is a violation of  Indi-
ana Data and Communi-
cations System protocol.
He accused Beaty of
stealing the keys to his
office. Beaty responded
that she did not steal the
keys, saying she had per-
mission from Moser — he
disagreed — and had
planned to make copies
of  the other office keys.

Beaty also accused
Moser of  smoking in his
police vehicle, which she
said would damage police
equipment. She showed a
picture to those in atten-
dance in which she said
Moser could be seen
smoking in his police car.
Beaty noted Moser has
been asked not to smoke
in the town’s vehicle but
has continued to do so.
Moser responded, saying
he has not been smoking
in the car. (He later

admitted that he does
vape, although he didn’t
clarify whether he does
so in his police vehicle.)
“Well, since we’re going

to bring up me, I’m going
to bring up you,” said
Moser, walking to the
front of  the room and
tossing a binder with his
department’s standard
operating procedure on
the floor.
Moser has been taking

his police vehicle back to
his home after work. He’s
also been driving his chil-
dren to and from Redkey
Elementary School in his
police vehicle each day,
which has stirred some
concerns from council
members regarding
insurance in the case of
an accident.
He argued that having

his police vehicle at his

home allows him to
respond significantly
faster to calls while off
duty. He also read aloud
town policy, which states:
“Redkey Police Depart-
ment Officers shall not
conduct Civilian ride-
alongs while on or off
duty; Redkey Police
Department Officers
shall not permit Civilian
ride-alongs while on or
off  duty; Redkey Police
Department Officers may
allow Civilians ride-along
in their Patrol Vehicle:
When providing short
distance transportation
from one point to anoth-
er.”
Moser said he lives 5

miles outside of  Redkey,
arguing that should be
classified as short dis-
tance transportation.

See Spar page 2

Council, marshal spar in meeting

Fort Wayne
man was
directing
traffic at
High Street

Truck
struck
Meridian
project
worker

IDEM did
not OK

proposal for
‘plume two’

More site
monitoring
approved
for Sheller

Motion to remove Moser
died for lack of a second

2024 Tri-State Antique Engine and Tractor Show

Business was booming Friday at
the Tri-State Antique Engine and Tractor
Show in Portland. Folks from different
parts of the country as well as local
families visited Jay County Fairgrounds,
walking or driving golf carts around the
grounds to look at antique engines and
tractors, peruse items available to
purchase or sell their own wares. The
show, which started Aug. 21, concludes
today.

Pictured above, John Hughes of
Texas marks prices on his merchandise
with green duct tape Friday morning near
Floral Hall. 

At left, two 1915 F.E. Myers
pumps powered by a 1930 John Deere
— the mechanism is owned by Marvin
Rees — pour water into a basin Friday
afternoon at the fairgrounds.  

For more pictures from Friday at
the Tri-State Antique Engine and Tractor
Show, see page 5.
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Friendship, Indiana

Sept.
 14-22

Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Continued from page 1
The city completed the

sale of  the property, 510
S. Bridge St., to Chad
Fifer early this year. The
sale stipulated that the
city would retain respon-
sibility for any existing
environmental issues,
including plumes one
and two.
In other business, the

board:
•Hired Portland resi-

dent Matt Arnold as a
new employee for the
street department.
•Approved a CDL

repayment agreement for
Dean Fogle, who resigned
from the street depart-
ment last week. He owes
$3,383.82 in repayment to
the city for his CDL train-
ing. He will begin mak-
ing monthly payments
Oct. 1.
•OK’d a water bill

adjustment of  $127.62 for
947 W. North St. because
of  a leak.

Site ...
Today

Brock, Kenny: 1 p.m., Millard
Brown American Legion Post
156, 112. W. Green St., Montpe-
lier.

Monday
Shaneyfelt, Esther: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Scott, Harry: 11 a.m.,
Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral
Home, 2504 S. Virginia St., Hop-
kinsville, Kentucky.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Intersection accident
A Portland woman complained

of  leg pain after a New Castle
woman failed to yield to oncom-
ing traffic at the intersection of
Arch and Meridian streets, caus-
ing an accident about 5:40 p.m.
Thursday.
Cloey Weesner, 22, Portland,

was driving her 2017 Chevrolet
Traverse north on Meridian
Street and passing through its
intersection with Arch Street. A
2014 Volkswagen Golf  driven by
20-year-old Breanna S. Shults

drove into her path, causing
Weesner’s vehicle to strike
Shults’ car. (Traffic on Arch
Street stops at the intersection —
traffic on Meridian Street does
not stop.)
Shults’ vehicle was towed.

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.

Turning accident
A Portland woman crashed the

car she was driving into a Pen-
nville woman’s vehicle at the
intersection of  county road 100

North and U.S. 27 about 9:56 a.m.
Thursday.
Cristey E. Adair, 66, was driv-

ing a 1991 Buick Regal along
county road 100 North. As she
turned south at the intersection
with U.S. 27, she struck a north-
bound 2009 Jeep Liberty driven
by 25-year-old Anastasia N. Thay-
er of  Pennville.
Adair was cited for driving

without a license.
The vehicle she was driving is

registered to Gloria Hicks of
Geneva, and it was towed.

Damage is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000.

Backing crash
A Portland woman backed her

car into another Portland
woman’s vehicle at the intersec-
tion of  Franklin and Votaw
streets in Portland about 7:20 p.m.
Thursday.
Genara Martinez, 57, Portland,

was driving her 2012 Chevrolet
Impala along Franklin Street
near its intersection with Votaw
Street. Fay K. Bird, 63, Portland,

was driving her 1993 Ford Ranger
behind Martinez. Bird told police
Martinez began to turn onto
Votaw Street but changed course
because of  oncoming traffic,
causing Martinez to back up and
crash into Bird’s car.
Martinez was cited with driv-

ing without a license, failing to
carry a certificate of  registration
and operating a vehicle without
financial responsibility. Her vehi-
cle was towed. 
Damage is estimated between

$1,000 and $2,500.

Continued from page 1
He also pointed to emails from a

representative of  the town’s insur-
ance, which say: “There is nothing
that excludes others (from cover-
age) for riding in the city vehicles.
However, there are a few key points
that needs to be addressed regard-
ing others riding in city vehicles: 1.
The carrier expects that all munici-
palities follow their SOP’s and hand-
books … (and) It could lower your
limits of  liability that is available to
the town if  involved in an accident.”
Beaty said in the executive ses-

sion that town attorney John
Brooke recommended Moser write
up new policies to “have them
changed.”
“I don’t need to change that part, I

am following policy,” he responded,
accusing Beaty of  targeting him.
“Did you follow policy by talking

to the girls like that? Did you follow
policy by smoking in the car?”
retorted Beaty.
After more discussion, Beaty

asked council members for their
decision regarding Moser’s actions.
“Watermellon” Jim Phillips made

a motion to relieve Moser of  his
duties.
Resident and firefighter Mark

Leavell then spoke up, referencing a
past council meeting.
“Keep in mind, you guys are com-

plaining about his attitude and his
language, I sat in this very room and
watched you guys up here scream
and holler for 30 minutes,” he said.
“So, whatever’s good for one, has to
be good for the other.”
Chaos quickly ensued, with those

in the crowd and council talking at
the same time. After more discussion,
Beaty asked other council members
what they would like to do regarding
Moser. They did not second Phillips’
motion, and the motion died.
In other business, council dis-

cussed concerns about Miller

Pipeline’s installation of  new gas
lines in town.  
Utility worker Ted Kolodka

explained one of  the company’s
crews in town is installing gas lines
on top of  wastewater lines and next
to water mains. He pointed out this
will cause issues with repairs and
replacement in the future, suggesting
council require the new gas lines to
be at least 2 feet away from utility
lines.
He and Beaty mentioned other con-

cerns, including:
•Tossing dirt and trash into the

town’s dump, with Kolodka suggest-
ing a $75 dumping fee
•Damage to the streets, with Beaty

suggesting requiring the company
resurface streets that have three or
more cuts
Beaty shared hopes for council to

meet with Miller Pipeline representa-
tives soon to discuss their concerns.
Council members also agreed to

move forward with amending the
town’s animal ordinance.
Council member Gavin Grady — he

has approached council multiple
teams in years past asking for chick-
ens to be allowed in town — asked
council to amend one word in the
ordinance, making it so ordinance
states that residents may not keep
roosters on their property. He said he
believed that would allow residents to
keep hens.
Beaty said the town needs to have

rules laid out for residents if  they are
allowed to have chickens. Moser sug-
gested tacking specifics onto the
existing animal ordinance.
Beaty suggested tabling the matter

until the next meeting. Council then
agreed to move forward with the
amendment, which Grady agreed to
prepare for the next meeting.
In other business, council members

Dave Dudelston, Floyd Life, Grady,
Phillips and Beaty:
•Approved the following: repairing

a sensor in a gas detector at Redkey’s
wastewater plant for $3,651 from
Toric; paying $299,284.57 in claims.
•Tabled discussion about who

should install water and wastewater
taps in town.  (Currently, the town is
contracted with Bill Tressler Back-
hoe & Trenching for excavation and
sewer services.) Local contractor
Spencer Caldwell asked council to
consider allowing residents to decide
who installs their taps.
•Heard a request from John Wat-

son to use the shed he’s installing at
his property, 103 E. High St., as a liv-
ing space. He received approval at
council’s meeting in July to install
the shed. Beaty asked him to return
for the next council meeting when
the town’s attorney should be pres-
ent.
•Spoke with Bill Walters of  East

Central Indiana Regional Planning
District, who shared information
about how his organization works
within the region. Walters noted the
planning district recently secured
regional planning grant Safer Streets
for All, which will help identify safe-
ty concerns within the east central
Indiana region. The planning
process will help in applying for
funding for related construction proj-
ects in the coming years, he
explained.
•Heard from Kolodka the Global

Information System for the town was
installed Aug. 8. He noted ongoing
work and future plans to implement
data into the system.
•Learned Watson Excavating

donated $5,000 for new boots for Red-
key Fire Department firefighters.
•Heard from former town marshal

Todd Miller, who addressed a
woman’s remarks made at the July
meeting about his past work per-
formance responding to domestic
violence incidents. He noted certain
requirements must be met in order to
file charges for a crime.

Spar ...

Capsule Reports

Theft
A rural Salamonia

woman was arrested
Wednesday for theft.
Emily E. Schlosser, 21,

5739 E. 400 South, is

charged in Jay Superior
Court with three Level 6
felonies for theft.
She was being held on a

$300 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Unlawful possession
A Dunkirk man was

arrested Wednesday for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.
Robert O. Patterson, 55,

501 N. Main St., was pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony.
He was released from

Jay County Jail on a
$3,000 bond.

Felony arrests

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 4-5-1
Daily Four: 9-1-1-6
Quick Draw: 1-2-4-6-

10-11-12-14-18-23-33-36-
38-40-44-57-66-71-72-74

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 5-8-7
Pick 4: 9-1-7-3
Pick 5: 6-5-5-7-4

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $34

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$535 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.38
Sept. corn ................3.43
Wheat .......................4.03

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.40
Sept. corn ................3.51
Oct. corn ..................3.46

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.43
Sept. corn ................3.43
Beans........................9.38

Sept. beans ..............9.28
Wheat ......................4.78

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.39
Sept. corn ................3.39
Beans........................9.58
Sept. beans ..............9.58
Wheat .......................4.59

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.33
Sept. corn ................3.36
Beans........................9.43
Sept. beans ..............9.23
Wheat ......................4.32

In 79, Italy’s Mount
Vesuvius erupted. The
volcano destroyed the
cities of  Pompeii and
Herculaneum.
In 1682, William

Penn was awarded a
deed to the “Three
Lower Counties” that
now make up Delaware
from the Duke of  York.
The area had been
recently acquired by the
British from the Dutch.
In 1821, the Treaty of

Cordoba gave Mexico its
independence from
Spain.
In 1857, the failure of

the New York branch of
the Ohio Life Insurance
and Trust Company
sparked financial panic.
In 1932, Amelia

Earhart took off  on a
flight from Los Angeles.
When she landed a day
later in Newark, New
Jersey, she became the
first woman to complete

a solo nonstop flight
across the country.
In 1949, the North

Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) became a
reality four months
after a treaty signing.
In 1972, A fire at a

dump owned by Joe
Mumby on Jaqua
Avenue in Portland
caught fire, with thick,
black smoke — it was
accompanied by a
stench — hovering over
Portland. It took fire-
fighters more than three
hours to douse the fire.
In 2021, the Jay

County High School
girls golf  team shot 230
at Celina Lynx Golf
Club to defeat Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence rivals Adams Cen-
tral (236) and South
Adams (238). Janae
Jacobs paced the Patri-
ots with her round of  54.

—The CR

CR almanac

86/69 92/70 94/69 91/63 88/65
Sunday’s

forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies,
with the high
around 86.

There’s a
slight chance
of thunder-
storms Thurs-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast calls for
sunny skies
with a high in
the low 90s.

More sun
is on the hori-
zon for Mon-
day, when the
high will be in
the 90s.

Sunny
skies and hot
temperatures
are forecast-
ed for Tues-
day.

Sunday
8/25

Monday
8/26

Tuesday
8/27

Wednesday
8/28

Thursday
8/29

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Country Living Advi-
sory Board executive
session, Jay County
Country Living, 1194 E.
200 North, Portland.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, Jay County
Country Living, 1194 E.
200 North, Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5 p.m. — Portland Eco-

nomic Development
Income Tax Advisory
Committee, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay
Community Center in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, contact Bill Cook.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-

lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
JAY COUNTY CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: Should I be mad
at the father of  my unborn child
for not coming with me to travel
out of  the country? My cousin is
being married in Mexico. Howev-
er, my partner, “Gabriel,” isn’t
going because one of  his good
friends is getting married the
same weekend. 
We found out only recently that

I am pregnant, and by the time
my cousin’s wedding comes
around, I’ll be five months along.
My family will be going, but they
already booked their flights,
which are now sold out, so I will
have to travel pregnant and alone
in Mexico. 
The night I found out I was

pregnant, Gabriel told me he
would go with me, as he didn’t
want the mother of  his unborn
child to travel alone to a different

country. However, as the wedding
got closer, he said he no longer
wants to go, as it will be expen-
sive and he’d miss his friend’s
wedding. 
Abby, am I wrong for being

upset that he doesn’t want to
come with me? I think I’m more
disappointed because I assumed
he’d want to be protective in this
situation, but it almost feels like
he’s choosing his friend over us. I
know I am biased and my emo-

tions are high, but I really want
to be level-headed about this and
try to understand. — EXPEC-
TANT TRAVELER IN CALIFOR-
NIA
DEAR TRAVELER: Forgive

me if  this seems harsh, but
what you should understand
is your partner is self-cen-
tered and more concerned
with the good time he will
have with his buddy than he is
about the soon-to-be mother
of  his child. This should be an
indication of  the kind of  hus-
band and father he may make
IF you plan to marry him. 
That said, if  your doctor

says you are OK to travel, your
family will be around to keep
an eye on you, so you should-
n’t be in danger. The inde-
pendence you demonstrate

now may be necessary in
whatever future you have with
— or without — your partner.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I can’t under-

stand why my mom kept the last
name of  her ex-husband (my
stepfather), who sexually abused
me and my sister as children. She
knew all about it after I broke
down and told her when I was 10.
She stayed married to him for
years afterward, with my sister
and me in the house. Keeping
that monster away from me was
hell on earth. 
Mom now has dementia, and I

take good care of  her. I made
sure I had a good, healthy life
and relationships, and also made
sure to protect my child from
abuse. I’m trying to not be angry,
sad and damaged. I don’t live

every day thinking about it. Am I
too sensitive? — SURVIVOR IN
INDIANA
DEAR SURVIVOR: Too sen-

sitive? I don’t think so. Con-
sidering the circumstances,
your feelings are normal. I
admire you for stepping up
and making sure that your
mother is well taken care of
in spite of  the fact that she
didn’t do that for you. 
As a victim of  sexual abuse,

you should have received
counseling years ago. If  that
didn’t happen, it could benefit
you greatly to get some now. A
place to find what you need
would be RAINN, the national
sexual assault hotline, which
can be reached online at
rainn.org or by calling (toll-
free) 800-656-4673.

There’s a new event slat-
ed for this year’s Fire Up
DWNTWN in Muncie.
A singing competition,

DWNTWN IDOL, has been
added to this year’s lineup
for the summer festival
Sept. 21. The competition
will run from 6 to 8 p.m. on
the Ball State University
stage at the corner of  Wal-
nut and Main streets in
Muncie. Competitors may
sing in one of  three event
categories: group perform-
ance, soloists 18 years old
or younger and soloists 18
years old or older. Winners
will be selected from each
category, and one will be
crowned DWNTWN IDOL
by the audience. The over-
all winner will receive
$500 and a trophy.
Competitors may choose

from more than 60,000
songs on KaraFun in
karaoke style before Sept.
9. Walk-ups will be wel-
come as time allows. To
sign up, visit downtown-

muncie.org/fireup. To
learn more, email Cheryl
Crowder at cheryl@down-
townmuncie.org.

Water seminar
Let’s talk watersheds.
Upper Wabash River

Basin Commission is host-
ing a seminar at 3 p.m.
Wednesday at Wells Coun-
ty Commerce & Visitors
Centre, 211 W. Water St.,
Bluffton. The event will
feature discussion about
ground water, aquifers
and regional water sys-
tems. 
Speakers include

research geologist Ginger
Davis of  Indiana Universi-
ty and Jack Wittman, vice

president and principal
water resources hydrolo-
gist for environmental and
water resource consulting
firm INTERA.

Open house set
Indiana Department of

Natural Resources’ Divi-
sion of  Water will host a
discussion about the
state’s water resources
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 4, at the Emery
Lee Building in Alexan-
dria.
The free event will fea-

ture DNR representatives
sharing information
regarding their work in
floodplain management,
floodplain mapping, water
resource assessment and
availability, water rights
and use, dam and levee
safety, watershed steward-
ship, floodway and lake
permits and compliance.
Those who attend will
have the opportunity to

ask questions of  the
experts on hand.
For more information,

visit dnr.IN.gov.

Festival is Sept. 7
The Swiss Heritage Fes-

tival at Swiss Heritage Vil-
lage in Berne is scheduled
for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 7.
The event will include

games, building tours,
reenactors, artisans,
crafts and food vendors.
The Hauenstein cider
press will be in operation
at 1 p.m., and both apple
butter and cider will be
available.
Swiss Heritage Village

is located at 1200 Swissway
Road, Berne.

Shows scheduled
Charles W. Brown Plane-

tarium has a variety of
shows scheduled for the
fall semester.
Shows continue this

weekend and go through
December.
Offerings include:
Living Worlds — A jour-

ney through space and
time to discover how life
makes earth livable — 5
p.m. today, Aug. 30 and
Aug. 31
Summer Skies Live —

Learn how to navigate the
night sky — 6:30 p.m.
today, Aug. 30 and Aug. 31
Kitz the Cat’s Super-

Moon Adventure — Three
cats work together to
clean up space junk — 3:30
p.m. today, Aug. 31, and
Sept. 14 and 21
Big Astronomy — A

journey to three world-
class observatories — 5
p.m. Fridays, Sept. 13 and
20, and Saturdays, Sept. 14
and 21
We Are Stars —

Explore the secrets of
cosmic chemistry — 6:30
p.m. Fridays, Sept. 13 and
20, and Saturdays, Sept.
14 and 21

Leadership event set
Ball State University’s

Fall 2024 Excellence in
Leadership Speaking
Series will feature supery-
acht captain Kelly J. Gor-
don.
The BSU graduate will

speak at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10
at Pruis Hall. The event is
free and open to the pub-
lic.
“Captain Gordon’s jour-

ney from Ball State Uni-
versity to the high seas
exemplifies the powerful
impact of  a Ball State edu-
cation," said Olivia Vec-
chiolli, assistant director
for first-year transition
and leadership programs
in Ball State’s Office of
Student Life, in a press
release. "We are thrilled to
welcome her back to
inspire our campus com-
munity by sharing her
insights on leadership,
and professional and per-
sonal growth.”

Pregnant woman’s partner backs out of trip

Muncie hosting singing competition
Taking
Note

Dear
Abby
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The Free Press
(Mankato, Minnesota)
Tribune News Service
In the biggest speech of  his

life, Gov. Tim Walz took to
the Chicago stage Wednesday
night and delivered a message
that showed much more about
who he is than offering a deep
dive into policy.
And because of  that, the

speech will likely be a major
boost to the campaign.
Walz delivered part standard

stump speech and part “pep
talk” as he noted, taking anoth-
er metaphor from his high
school coaching days. The
teacher and coach spoke to the
American people and they were
listening. By latest count about

20 million people have been tun-
ing into the Democratic Nation-
al Convention compared to
about 14 million for the Republi-
can National Convention.
Walz’s popularity is more and

more evident with each appear-
ance, notable for a position that
is normally the warm-up band.
The governor on Wednesday hit
all the key Democratic policy
points like reproductive free-

dom, support for families,
schools and children through
things like free lunch and tax
credits for working families.
Fellow Minnesotan Sen. Amy

Klobuchar introduced Walz,
leaning into such character
traits as “coach Walz,” and the
“dad in plaid,” National
Guard veteran and a working-
across-the-aisle congressmen.
Walz talked about neighborli-
ness and values growing up in a
small town.
Americans, even those young

people who haven’t thought
about voting, have quickly
warmed up to their favorite
uncle or former teacher.
Former members of  his high

school football championship

team showed up on stage. His
family watched his speech, and
as he referenced his family as
his reason for being, the cam-
eras turned to his 17-year-old
son Gus, who was crying and
shouting, “That’s my dad.”
The Walz family has

explained that Gus has a non-
verbal disorder, ADHD and anx-
iety disorder. Instead of  seeing
his condition as a setback, they
say they’ve focused on how he
can build a successful life.
All of  this demonstrates that

the Democratic ticket includes a
person with lived experiences
recognizable by almost every
American. Somehow, policy dif-
ferences on taxes and other
things don’t seem as important.

Walz admitted a little trepida-
tion on this big stage, but as his
speech rose he began drawing
energy and courage from the
people in the audience as they
cheered wildly. 
Gus’s emotional response to

his dad went viral on social
media and further built the
Walz fan base.
Real leaders draw strength

from the people they represent
and Walz has said his students
encouraged him to run for Con-
gress.
It’s hard to fake who you are.

And as many who know Walz
have said, he is the “real deal.”
And that may be the strongest
statement the Harris-Walz tick-
et can make.

Speech helped define Democrats

By SONALI KOLHATKAR
OtherWords
All it took for Olympian

Ariana Ramsey to call her-
self a “universal free
health care advocate” was
— unsurprisingly — a
taste of  free health care.
The bronze-medalist

rugby player, who repre-
sented the U.S. at the 2024
Paris games, posted Tik
Tok videos of  herself  get-
ting care at the Olympic
Village.
“The fact that I’m actu-

ally so excited to be get-
ting free dental…!” she
said incredulously, unable
to finish her sentence.
“This is going to be my
new fight for action — free
health care in America —
period.” While in Paris,
Ramsey got a pap smear,
eye exam, and eyeglasses
all free of  charge — and
said she was “truly
amazed” that such a thing
was possible.
Ramsey was so

impressed she asked the
people of  France if  she
could be adopted into their
nation so she could contin-
ue getting free care. Such
a request, even if  tongue-
in-cheek, by a person rep-
resenting the U.S. ought
to embarrass politicians.
A majority of  Ameri-

cans report feeling dissat-
isfied with their access to
health care. Millions turn
to crowdfunding cam-
paigns to ask family,
friends, and random
strangers to help them pay
for unexpected care.
But ahead of  the 2024

presidential race, neither
of  the two major party
nominees has offered a
pathway for a universal,
publicly funded health
care system.
Donald Trump has

offered little detail on his
current health plan,
although he’s linked to a
group seeking to gut
Medicare. His first presi-
dential term was marked
by a failed attempt to over-
turn the Affordable Care
Act, a desire to cut Medic-
aid, and the appoint-
ment of  Supreme Court
justices who overturned
the federal right to an
abortion.
Needless to say, these

changes only make a
deeply flawed system
worse.
On the other hand,

Kamala Harris, who previ-
ously co-sponsored Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders’s sin-
gle payer bill in 2019,
will reportedly avoid pro-
moting the plan this year.
Nor has Harris adopted
the more modest idea she
endorsed in 2019: a pub-
licly funded health plan
that people could opt into,
known as the “public
option.”

Instead, Harris has cho-
sen to campaign on tinker-
ing around the edges of
our complicated patch-
work system by lowering
a handful of  prescription
drug prices for Medicare
recipients.
While it is an incredible

achievement on the part
of  the Biden-Harris
administration to regu-
late drug prices for the
first time in decades, the
changes are modest.
They’re limited to only 10
drugs this year (with
more drugs to be regulat-
ed each year) and only
apply to people already
enrolled in Medicare.
A better step forward

would be to expand on the
government-provided
health care we already
have for certain popula-
tions: veterans (through
the Veterans Affairs sys-
tem), people over the age
of  65 (though Medicare),
and very low-income peo-
ple making poverty-level
wages (through Medi-
caid).
Simply expanding

Medicare to all would
cover everyone else —
and save taxpayers tril-
lions relative to buying
for-profit insurance.
Harris still has time to

back health care for all,
but it will take a massive
public push from below. In
spite of  the enormous
amount of  pro-corpo-
rate propaganda against
universal health care,
a majority of  Americans
have historically support-
ed single payer health-
care. A May 2024 Data for
Progress poll found
that two-thirds of  Ameri-
cans support expanding
Medicare to all.
Ramsey went viral for

her endearing enthusiasm
over a right that a majori-
ty of  people
in wealthy nations take
for granted. “America
needs to do better with
their healthcare system,”
she rightly said. “There’s
no reason why an Ameri-
can girl should be so
amazed by free health
care.”

••••••••••
Kolhatkar is the host

of  “Rising Up With Son-
ali,” a television and radio
show on Free Speech TV
and Pacifica stations.
OtherWords is a free edi-

torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

Health care should
be an election issue

By DAVID BOTTORFF
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Property tax cuts continue to be a

topic in Statehouse circles and
among local leaders. Calls to fur-
ther reduce the growth in property
tax collections or reduce property
tax collections below current lev-
els, will require a reduction in
expenditures or an increase in
local income taxes. 
It is important to remember that

those property tax collections fund
salaries for police officers, fire-
fighters, jailers, teachers, prosecu-
tors, public defenders, court
employees, local road departments
and the operation of  government
buildings including school build-
ings. 
Starting in 2020, abnormal, tem-

porary market forces created an
atypical growth in home values
resulting in shifts in who is paying
the property tax burden. Home val-
ues, increasing faster than the val-
ues of  other classes of  property,
paid a larger portion of  the proper-
ty tax liability pie.  
Recognizing those changes, the

General Assembly with approval of
the Gov. Eric Holcomb, took action
through an expanded homestead
credit and supplemental deduction
to decrease the property tax liabili-
ty of  homesteads, shifting some of
the property tax burden back to
other classes of  property. Some
actions by the state slowed the
growth in property tax collections
to the benefit of  all property own-
ers through a lower levy increase.   
However, I have yet to attend a

public meeting where the public is
asking for less spending for the
services that are funded through
property taxes. Is anyone asking
for fewer police officers, larger stu-
dent-teacher ratios or slower
responses to 911 calls? With less

property tax collections, those are
some of  the options.
The most likely replacement rev-

enue if  property taxes are cut sig-
nificantly is the local income tax.
Changing the funding of  local serv-
ices to income taxes sounds easy but
the local income tax presents its
own transparency issues and shifts
in tax liability.   
In most counties, the county fiscal

body, which is the county council,
adopts a local income tax rate that
every resident of  the county pays.
However, distribution of  revenue
from the local income tax is not
determined by the adopting body,
usually the county council, rather it
is distributed by a state mandated
formula allowing entities who never
vote for a tax increase to receive
more tax revenue. This creates a
transparency issue. 
In the counties where the county

council does not have the power to
increase the local income tax but
the authority rests with a multitude
of  fiscal bodies of  the municipal
and county governments, a taxpayer
could encounter a scenario where a
unit of  government which they do
not elect can increase their income
tax. That is more than a transparen-
cy issue, it is a question of  taxation
without representation. Changes to
the local income tax are needed if
local units of  government are
expected to replace property taxes
with income taxes.      
Also, workers who are employed

outside of  their county of  residence

create government expenditures in
their county of  employment such as
the need for better roads and more
public safety; however, the out-of-
county workers are not contribut-
ing to the funding of  government
services. A business property owner
that attracts employees outside of
the county is paying property taxes;
however, if  the business owner has
a reduced property tax burden the
residents of  the county where the
business is located will end up pay-
ing higher property taxes or face the
potential for a higher local income
tax. 
The same is true for communities

that have secondary homes or rental
property. If  the owner of  rental
property or a secondary vacation
home receives a property tax cut but
does not pay income taxes in the
county where the property is locat-
ed, the residents of  the county will
most likely pay higher property tax
rates or income tax rates. 
Previous substantial property tax

relief  has included the state paying
for more services such as school
funding and welfare costs. We recog-
nize that the property tax system
has flaws but so does the local
income tax.
A balance is needed and abandon-

ing the property tax system will not
create the perfect system for fund-
ing local services. Local units of
government recognize the need for
balance between property taxes and
local income taxes to fund local
services and they should be trusted
to listen to their voters. 

••••••••••
Bottorff  is the executive director of

the Association of  Indiana Counties,
an organization representing county
government and county officials.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Tax system needs balance
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2024 Tri-State Antique Engine and Tractor Show

Crowds flooded into Jay County Fairgrounds for
the Tri-State Antique Engine and Tractor Show on Friday.
Pictured clockwise from upper left:  

Stuffed toys and dolls ride a Ferris wheel
powered by Cloverdale resident Neil McCammack’s Foos
Junior antique gas engine Friday morning at the
fairgrounds.

A spectator records a demonstration Friday
afternoon of  a 1944 Allison aircraft engine operated by
Ted Pinkerton. The 12-cylinder engine was made in
Indianapolis.

Batesville resident Steve Schantz prepares a
1915 Reid engine for use Friday afternoon.

A line of antique Ford tractors sit on display
Friday afternoon at the fairgrounds.

Jeremy Knapschafer of Bryant works on his
1909 Detroit engine. Knapschafer has attended the show
for more than 20 years, and his father, Portland resident
Joe Knapschafer, has joined him for the last dozen years.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�
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Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�

�
�

�

Gridiron questions

1) What team did Jay County High School defeat
for its only sectional championship in 2007?

2) Which team(s) in Class 3A Sectional 28 won
sectional championships in football last season?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Muncie Southside Rebels
2) Delta, Bishop Luers and Mississinewa



The Commercial Review
Saturday, August 24, 2024 Comics Page 7

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  



00 CLASSIFIEDS 50 RUMMAGE SALES

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS

70 INSTRUCTIO         N,
110 HELP WANTED

2
130 MISC. FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE August
30th-September 3rd,
10a-6p 7692 Springhill
Rd. Union City, OH
49390  
GARAGE SALE 932 E
400 N Tues-Sat 9am-
5pm Lots of misc. 

YARD SALE DUNKIRK
first house west at the
bowling alley. Friday-Sat-
urday 9a-? Lots of nice
mens/woman/teen girl
clothing. Antique school
desk and lots of misc.  

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday September

7th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 912 S VINE
ST

PORTLAND, IN.
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Aug. 25th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE
Sells at 10 a.m.

3 bedroom, 1 bath ranch
style house containing
1,048 sq. ft. finished liv-
ing area.  Central air .
24’x25’ detached

garage.  Good starter
home.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS
Aladdin oil lamp, cast
iron dutch oven, skillets,

and pans.  Vintage
NASCAR collectibles,
NAPA toys, semi & trail-
er.  GE upright freezer,
Schumacker 200 amp
battery charger, Grinder
on pedestal, Electric
power washer, Tools &
utility cabinets.  Several
items not mentioned.
OWNERS; ESTATE OF

GARY W KELLY
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 21TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 1136 N 550
W PORTLAND, IN 
VEHICLES-GUNS 

1967 Chevrolet Camero
(non running), 2018
Chevy Colorado quad
cab 4x4 with 32,000
miles, 1987 Chevrolet
S10, 1992 Jeep Wran-
gler, Case NF tractor,
Smith & Wesson model
22A Cal. camo with
peep sight, Ruger 57
5.78x28 cal. w/clip, Bay-
lor 12 guage side by

side, Large lot of ammo,
Reloading equipment,
Compound bows and

arrows. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS 
Drink Royal Crown Cola
Thermometer, Crank
telephone, Handmade
quilts, Pie Safe, Vintage
tricycle, Violin, Banjo,
Crocks, 5 gallon milk
cans, pull type combine,
steel wheel spreader,
Wood stoves, Rally rear
tine tiller, Go cart
frames, Yard roller,
Large lot of hardwood
lumber-oak and walnut,
Collectible coins. 

OWNER: Darry Rowles
Estate- 

Lydia Rowles Executor 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  
REAL ESTATE AUC-

TION
Saturday, SEPTEMBER

14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian
Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 
Green Auction – 260-

589-8474. 
See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Experi-
enced Oil Field Pumper:
Jay Co., IN / Portland
Area. Call: Howard @
248-623-6091 or Office:
248-343-4898  

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
PORTLAND EAGLES is
looking for a good bar-
tender, must be 21, able
to work nights and week-
ends. Pick up an applica-
tion at the Eagles at 320
N Meridian between
11am-9pm.  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean

and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland

260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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726-8141 Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

PIEDMONT 
APARTMENTS

778 W 7th Street, Portland, Indiana, accepting ap-
plications for 1, 2, 3 bedroom apartments, no appli-
cation fee. Rent based on 30% of your gross income.
Call 260-726-2920, TDD 800-743-3333. This is an
Equal Opportunity Housing Complex. 

This institution is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer.   

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 912 S Vine St, Portland Indiana,

Saturday

September 7th, 2024
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1 bath ranch style house containing
1,048 sq foot finished living area. Central air.
24’x25’ detached garage. 8’x12’ utility shed. Good
starter home or investment opportunity. Open
House: Sunday August 25th 1-3 PM or for private
showing phone auctioneers. 

ANTIQUES – HOUSEHOLD – 
GARAGE ITEMS

Aladdin oil lamp. Lanterns. Cast iron dutch oven,
skillets, and pans. Apple peeler. Vintage NASCAR
collectibles. NAPA toys, semi, and trailer. GE
upright freezer. Frigidaire refrigerator. GE gas range.
Maytag washer and dryer. Glider rocker. 4 drawer
dresser. KitchenAid mixer and bowls. Small kitchen
appliances. Pots, pans, cooking utensils.
Schumacker 200 amp battery charger. Black and
Decker bench drill press. Grinder on pedestal.
Portable air copressor. Mini tiller. Athens 8 horse
power 5 speed snow blower. Electric power washer.
Gas powered blowers. Echo weed eater. Bug light.
Gas cans. Organizers and hardware. Battery
powered tools. Hand and shop tools. Tool and utility
cabinets. Several items not mentioned.       

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip 
for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down at the Auction,
balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Estate of Gary W Kelly
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 

AND REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 

CR 8-24, NT/NS 8-28 NG 8-29-2024

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
In the Matter of the 

Unsupervised
Administration of the Estate

of:
Carolyn A. Rector, Deceased
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT

2024TERM
No. 38CO1-2408-EU-000023

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that An-
gela Elmore was, on the 12th
day of August, 2024, appointed
Personal Representative of the
estate of Carolyn A. Rector de-
ceased, who died on the 5th day
of November, 2022.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
14th day of August, 2024.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland., IN 47371

Attorney
CR 8-17,24-2024    -HSPAXLP

  

200 FOR RENT

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–
For NEWS items and letters to the editor

news@thecr.com
For SPORTS related information

sports@thecr.com
For Classifieds:

classifieds@thecr.com
Website: www.thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING, SENDING DIGITAL FILES FOR THE HOME GUIDES
AND CUSTOMER PREPARED FILES.

print@thecr.com
FOR ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INQUIRIES

business@thecr.com
FOR DELIVERY INQUIRIES

delivery@thecr.com
Send Your E-MAIL Directly To The
Department You Want To Contact!

For Inquiries for ADVERTISING
& digital files

ads@thecr.com
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Local schedule
Today      

Jay County — Cross country at Celina
Rotary – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country at Bob Schul
Invite at Milton Union – 8:15 a.m.; Boys JV golf
MAC meet at home – 9 a.m.; Middle school
cross country at Bob Schul Invite at Milton
Union – 8:15 a.m.; Middle school volleyball at
St. Henry – 9 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Girls golf at Bluffton – 4:30

p.m.; Boys tennis vs. Union City – 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior high volleyball vs. Blackford – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf vs. Coldwater –
4:30 p.m.; Boys golf at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.;
JV football at Wayne Trace – 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls golf vs. South Adams –

4:30 p.m.; Volleyball vs. Winchester – 6 p.m.;
Boys soccer vs. New Castle – 6 p.m.; Junior
high cross country at Delta – 5 p.m.; Junior high
football at Blackford – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Middle school volleyball vs.
Marion Local – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3:30 a.m. — National Rugby League: Dol-
phins at Melbourne Storm (FS1)

5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Dutch Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

7 a.m. — LPGA Tour: Women’s British Open
(USA)

12 p.m. — College football: Florida State at
Georgia Tech (ESPN)

12 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Women’s British Open
(NBC)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Arse-
nal at Aston Villa (USA)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: BMW Championship
(NBC)

1:30 p.m. — Horse Racing: Saratoga Live
(FS1)

2:30 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Portland Thorns
at Gotham FC (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — College football: McNeese
State at Tarleton State (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — College football: Montana State at
New Mexico (FS1)

4 p.m. — High School football: St. Thomas
Aquinas at Bishop Gorman (ESPN)

4:30 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Angel City at
San Diego Wave (CBS)

5 p.m. — Horse Racing: Saratoga Saturday
(FOX)

6:45 p.m. — MLS: Seattle Sounders at Min-
nesota United (FOX)

7 p.m. — College football: North Alabama at
SEMO (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Florida A&M
at Norfolk State (ABC)

8 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at Minneso-
ta Lynx (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — High School football: Chaminade-

Madonna at St. John Bosco (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)

Sunday
7 a.m. — LPGA Tour: Women’s British Open

(USA)
12 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Championship:

Michelin GT Challenge (USA)
12 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
12 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Women’s British Open

(NBC)
12 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at Chicago

Sky (CBS)
1 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Milwaukee

(FS1)
1 p.m. — High school football: Baylor at

Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School (ESPN)
1:35 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Pitts-

burgh Pirates (Bally Indiana)
2:15 p.m. — PGA Tour: BMW Championship

(NBC)
3 p.m. — IndyCar: Grand Prix of Portland

(USA)
4 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

Clean Harbors 175 (FS1)
4 p.m. — AFL: Port Adelaide Power at Freman-

tle Dockers (FS1)
4:30 p.m. — NFL preseason: Arizona Cardi-

nals at Denver Broncos (CBS)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at Balti-

more Orioles (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NFL preseason: New England Patri-

ots at Washington Commanders (NBC)
10 p.m. — NWSL: North Carolina Courage at

OL Reign (ESPN2)

Monday
10 a.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open

(ESPN)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros at Philadel-

phia Phillies (FOX)
6:45 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open

(ESPN)
7:45 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at St.

Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Tampa Bay Rays at Seattle

Mariners (FOX)
10 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at Phoenix

Mercury (FOX)

Tuesday
12 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open

(ESPN)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Oakland Athletics at Cincin-

nati Reds (Bally Indiana); Houston Astros at
Philadelphia Phillies (TBS)

7 p.m. — College volleyball: Nebraska at Ken-
tucky (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — College volleyball: Wisconsin at
Louisville (ESPN2)

Local notes
Next up

The Adams Memorial/Kekionga Greenway Gal-
lop 5K is the next race in the Adams County Chal-
lenge Series.

The race will be held today. It will begin at River-
side Center in Decatur at 4:30 p.m.

The races cost  $25. Registration can be found
at adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

For more information contact Linda Morris at
(260) 724-2604.

Season tickets for sale
Jay County High School began selling season

tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
during office hours from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for
those 65-and-older) cover all high school and junior
high events. The former costs $105 while the latter
is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult
Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass, good
for 12 games at $50, boys basketball season pass-
es for $50 and football season passes for $25. 

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf

Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Val-
ley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

MINSTER, Ohio — The
Indians remained perfect
in the Midwest Athletic
Conference to start the
season.
When they traveled to

face the defending MAC
champion, they found just
enough to pick it off  and
make themselves the
favorite.
The Fort Recovery High

School girls golf  team
eked out a 210-212 win over
the Minster Wildcats on
Thursday at Arrowhead
Golf  Club.
The victory put the

Tribe (6-2, 4-0 MAC) atop
the conference standings,
while Minster holds the
second spot with a 3-1
MAC record.
For the second match in

a row, Olivia Knapke
earned match medalist
honors. Her round of  48
beat Minster’s top golfer,
Eleanor Sommer, by two
strokes and played a key
role in the final.
The Wildcats claimed

the third-best score as

well, but Emma Will, Eva
Kahlig and Mallory Evers
all shot 54s to make up the
team’s final score.
Georgia Wenning’s 58

and Evvie Briner’s 65 did-
n’t affect the Indians’
final.

Tribe rolls
FORT RECOVERY —

The Fort Recovery volley-
ball team dominated the
National Trail Blazers for
a 25-4, 25-10, 25-16 victory
to remain perfect on
Thursday.
Kennedy Muhlenkamp

and Brynn Willmann had
big games for FRHS (3-0).
Offensively, they each

put down nine balls for
kills. On the defensive
side, they both led the

team with two assisted
blocks.
The Indians got over

20% of  their points from
aces. Nevaeh Lennartz led
the way with four aces,
while Kenna Dues, Kayla
Heitkamp and Cameron
Muhlenkamp followed
with three apiece.
Heitkamp also led the

team with 25 assists, while
Cameron Muhlenkamp’s
10 digs ended as a team-
high.
FRHS dominated play,

serving the ball 73 times to
National Trail’s 32.

Eagles attack
MUNCIE — The Jay

County volleyball team fell
to the Delta Eagles 25-17,
28-26, 25-17 on Thursday.
The Patriots’ defense

couldn’t keep up with
Delta’s hitters. The Eagles
combined for 51 kills – Jay
County (1-1) only had 19 –
with three girls reaching
double digits, led by Addie
Phillips with 19. 
Hallie Schwieterman’s

six kills topped the statline
for the Patriots. Maria
Hemmelgarn and My Kun-
kler added five and four
kills, respectively.
Schwieterman led JCHS

with 12 digs and tied Kun-
kler and Brenna
Schmiesing for a pair of
assisted blocks.
Paisley Fugiett had 13 of

Jay County’s 15 assists.
The JV team fell to Delta

25-23, 25-23.
Amelia Heath, Lydia

Johnson and Emalyn
Homan all tied for a team-
high three kills. Ella Rigby
assisted the Patriot hitters
13 times.
Carley Trinidad also

scored three aces.

Indians fall
Despite shooting its best

round of  the season, Fort
Recovery’s boys golf  team
fell to the Minster Wildcats
152-157 at Portland Golf
Club on Thursday.
Minster had the golfers

with the two best scores,
including Bryce Prenger,

who shot even with par at
35 strokes to claim the
match medalist honors.
Reece LeFevre earned a

team-low 37 for Fort Recov-
ery (5-2, 3-1 MAC). He made
par on every hole other
than the 13th and 18th
holes – both par-3s he took
four strokes on.
Keegan Muhlenkamp

had only one extra stroke
than LeFevre to give him a
38. The senior had a birdie
on the 178-yard, par-4 17th
hole, four pars and four
bogeys.
Colson Post returned to

varsity with a 40 – he had a
birdie on the 14th and two
pars – and Eli Lennartz
rounded out the team score
with a 42.
Mason Diller’s 44 and

Caleb Smith’s 46 didn’t
affect the team final.

Dirksen leads
OSSIAN – Jay County’s

boys tennis team fell to the
Norwell Knights 4-1 on
Thursday.
Eli Dirksen claimed the

first individual win for the
Patriots (0-5) this year. The
senior took the No. 1 sin-
gles match against Gavin
Reynolds 6-3, 6-2.
The other singles play-

ers, Tucker Griffin and
Gabe Pinkerton, couldn’t
repeat Dirksen’s success.
Griffin dropped the No. 2
contest 6-1, 6-0 to Braylon
Trout, while Pinkerton lost
to Landon Drive 6-0, 6-4 in
the No. 3 singles match.
Both doubles pairs fell as

well.
Eddie Archbold and

Ayden Quitanille beat Kay-
den Carpenter and Alex
Miller in the No. 1 doubles
match 6-0, 6-0.
Blake Kahlig and Carter

Wellman couldn’t over-
come Rylan Heyerly and
Ethan Williamson in the
No. 2 doubles contest for a
6-2, 6-1 loss.
Carsen Westgerdes and

Clark Wellman both went
1-1 in junior varsity singles
matches, while Kason
Sims and Troy Lee both
went 0-2.

Local
roundup

Indians pick off defending MAC champ Minster

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Nin Way had Jay County’s

number last season.
Her four goals led Heritage to a

pair of  one-goal victories.
With an early score Thursday,

it seemed Heritage might be fine
without their first-team All-Allen
County Athletic Conference for-
ward, who is now at Indiana
Tech.
The second half, though,

belonged to JCHS.
The Jay County High School

girls soccer team broke a three-
game losing streak to the Her-
itage Patriots with a 4-1 victory in
their first game on the new artifi-
cial turf  at Harold E. Schutz
Memorial Stadium.
In 2023, Jay County’s first two

games of  the season resulted in 1-
0 and 3-2 losses to Heritage, with
Way scoring all four goals. In
2022, JCHS dropped its sole game
to Heritage 4-3 in overtime. (Way
scored one goal with two assists,
while Libby Cain scored three.)
“Comparing it to our games

last year, losing by one goal each
time, it felt nice,” said JCHS
coach Kendra Muhlenkamp. “I
think that the girls felt finally
rewarded for their efforts in and
out of  the game.”
While Way went on her way,

Cain is still around for Heritage
(0-2, 0-1 ACAC). The senior played
a key role early.
Heritage immediately attacked

Jay County’s defenders, who
were unable to clear the ball from
their half  of  the field initially.
After a throw-in, Cain passed the
ball from the middle of  the field
to Rosalinda Medina on the right.
The junior kicked an arcing shot
that just got past the outstretched
hands of  goalkeeper Maleah Par-
sons to put Heritage up 1-0 after
only 1 minute, 38 seconds.
“They scored on us right away

and caught us slacking,” Muh-
lenkamp said. “We can’t start a
game that way. It gives them the
momentum and the confidence.”
While the first two minutes

implied Heritage would control
the game, Jay County (2-0, 1-0
ACAC) quickly took over control.
Once Jay County got the ball it

rarely relinquished possession,
as Heritage only got the across
midfield four times in the remain-
der of  the first half.

Jay County took 22 shots in the
first half, but struggled to score.
Despite controlling possession of
the ball, it took 33 minutes for its
first score.
Jay County senior Jayla Huel-

skamp started the scoring play
with a shot attempt, but got

stuffed by a Heritage defender.
Aixa Lopez followed it up with a
shot of  her own that goalie Tay-
lynn Mort saved, but Huelskamp
continued to crash the goal, giv-
ing her the opportunity to put the
ball away for the tie with 6:22
remaining.

“I just ran towards the goal,”
Huelskamp said. “I’d seen the ball
and just tried to put a body on it to
get it in the net.
“After that goal we knew we

could keep up with them and
could definitely take the win.”
Unfortunately for Jay County,

soon after the score, it lost a key
defender in Emma Hatzell to an
injury. Both Muhlenkamp and
Huelskamp cited the injury as
something the Patriots rallied
around in the second half.
Jay County got more efficient

in the second half. After scoring
once on 22 shots in the first half, it
found the net three times on 11
attempts after the intermission.
“We kept setting the ball from

half  field to inside 15 yards,”
Muhlenkamp said. “I explained
to the girls that we’ve got to be
patient in the center of  the field
and get our pass right, or else it
becomes too cluttered. …
“Just making them think about

why you’re going to a space, if
you need to fill a space and keep-
ing the ball ahead of  us but not
being afraid to drop it and slow
down a little bit.”
It didn’t take long for Jay Coun-

ty to turn things around in the
second half. Lopez gave JCHS a 2-
1 lead after 3:24 after shooting
from 15-yards out.
Later, freshman London Lloyd

scored her first career goal by
beating a 2-on-1 with a drive right
and a shot to the left half  of  the
goal with 23:55 remaining.
The final score came from Mor-

gan DeHoff  on a shot assisted by
Kady Allred with 8:38 remaining.
The defense also held tough

despite the loss of  Hatzell.
“I was talking to them really

good,” said Parsons about how
the defense locked up Heritage.
“At the end, Tessa (Frazee) had a
really good kick to save the ball
when I wasn’t there. …
“It’s gone great.”
Parsons finished the game with

six saves, while Frazee had one.
Frazee’s save came at 1:38, when
she had to run toward the goal to
kick the ball out after Parson’s
saved an initial shot.

Junior varsity
Jay County clobbered Heritage

in a game that lasted only one
half  for a 7-0 victory.
Lloyd dominated the offensive

action with three goals for JCHS
(2-0). Brilyn Wilmore found the
net twice, while Allred and Finley
Hatzell each scored once. Parsons
assisted one of  the goals.
Raylin Hummer patrolled the

goal, saving three shots.

Keeping possession
Jay dominates possession of the ball in 4-1 win in battle of the Patriots

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Jayla Huelskamp controls a ball with her body during the
Patriots 4-1 win over Heritage on Thursday. Huelskamp got the Patriots with a game-tying goal.



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
HARTFORD CITY —

The Bruins’ formation
can be difficult to defend.
With four options out of

the backfield to run the
ball, if  the defense doesn’t
pick up who has the
pigskin, it could spell
trouble.
The Patriots defenders

didn’t have that problem
in the opener.
Jay County High

School’s football team suf-
focated the Blackford Bru-
ins’ offense to secure a 49-
0 season opening win on
Friday.
“I thought we played

well defensively for the
most part,” said Jay
County coach Grant
Zgunda. “It’s not an
offense that’s easy to
defend. To be honest, it
doesn’t look like it, but
there’s a lot going on, so I
thought our guys did a
good job defensively.”
Jay County’s defense

played so well, it only
gave up two first downs in
the Bruins’ nine drives.
The first came on Black-
ford’s opening drive as a
12-yard run ripped off  by
Brady Bannister — he fin-

ished as the BHS leader
with 23 yards on eight
attempts — on second-
and-10 moved the sticks.
The second time came in
the first drive of  the sec-
ond quarter as Bannister
rushed for 8 yards and
Carter Clouse ran 5 more.
Beyond those stretches,

the defense locked Black-
ford (0-1) down. Key plays
included a pair of  forced
fumbles that Austin
Schoenlein and Blake
Bonifas recovered and a
first-quarter interception
by Carter Fugiett that led
into a quick Jay County
(1-0) touchdown.
The biggest defensive

play came in the latter
half  of  the first quarter.
After a pair of  runs by
Bannister and an incom-
plete pass by Nick Ely, the
Bruins were about to punt
the ball away. However,
Lucas Strait found an
angle to Ely and got his
hand on the ball to block
the punt. A quick recov-
ery allowed the JCHS sen-
ior to scoop up the ball
and take it the final 24
yards for his second
career touchdown.
“I’d seen that he kicked

a little late,” Strait said.

“I went in, not my usual
thing, and blocked the
ball. I really didn’t think
I’d find the ball and get a
touchdown off  of  it but
very glad I did.”
The Jay County offense

found plenty of  success
as well, scoring on six of
nine drives. (One of  the
nine drives lasted two
plays as the Patriots got
the ball with 19.9 seconds
before halftime.)
The opening drive was

one of  the longest, as it
took JCHS eight plays to
score.
To open the drive, quar-

terback Sean Bailey
looked for a short pass to
his left, but Brady Jet-
more slipped, ending in
an incompletion. On the
final play of  the posses-
sion, Jay County faced
fourth-and-goal at their
13-yard-line. After a time-
out, Bailey connected
with Jetmore in the end
zone at 8 minutes, 19 sec-
onds, prompting Bailey
to shout “I told you!” to
the junior.
“He told me before the

game, ‘Man, I want a
ball,’” Bailey recalled of
Jetmore. “He goes, ‘I
want a touchdown.’ I

said, ‘I got you. Just get
open.’”
Bailey’s night didn’t

stop there.
The senior finished 8-of-

12 for 140 yards and two
touchdowns, including a
42-yard toss to Benson
Ward on the first play
after Fugiett’s intercep-
tion.
“(The coaches) trust me

a lot and I’m thankful for
it,” Bailey said. “I’ve been
here for three years now
and they’ve taught me a
lot. My O-line blocked
really well, so I barely had
any pressure. … I trust all
my receivers. This year,
we’ve got like seven
receivers that I can throw
the ball to whenever and I
trust every single one of
them.”
The other passing TD

came on freshman Nick
Snow’s sole competition
with 1:50 left in the game.
He slung the ball 24 yards
to fellow freshman Oak
Gaerke Jr.
The Patriots’ ground

attack went well too, as
Leighton Brown found
the end zone for a 6-yard
run in the second quarter,
while Bailey and A.J.
Myers scored rushing

touchdowns on back-to-
back possessions in the
third quarter.
Blackford came into the

game after a tough week
of  practices that forced
multiple players to be out
with COVID-19. That
forced Ely, a career tight
end, into the role of  start-
ing quarterback and
forced coach Randy Sehy
to miss the game.
To make matters worse,

Blackford lost its top
returning rusher and
receiver in Carter Clouse
before the first Bruins
drive could begin. Clouse
returned the kickoff  from
the 12-yard line and
brought it forward 15
yards before getting rat-
tled on a hit. He would fin-
ish the game with only
two carries in the second
quarter, going for 8 yards.
The Patriots now have a

14-game winning streak
against Blackford.
“Our execution is about

where a week-one execu-
tion is a lot of  times,”
Zgunda said. “We’ve got to
get better but I can’t com-
plain a lot. … It gives us a
lot of  things to work on,
but I’m proud of  the team.
We’ll take it and move on.”
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Jay boys tennis hosts
Union City on Monday,

see Sports on tap

Jay County Patriots (1-0)
at Blackford Bruins (0-1)

Blackford 0 0 0 0 — 0
Jay Co. 21 7 14 7 —49

First Quarter
JC — Brady Jetmore 13 pass
from Sean Bailey (kick failed),

8:19.
JC — Benson Ward 42 pass

from Bailey (Grant Wendel pass
from Bailey), 5:43.

JC — Lucas Strait 36 blocked
punt return (A.J. Myers kick),

2:25.

Second Quarter
JC — Leighton Brown 6 run

(Myers kick) 1:26.

Third Quarter
JC — Myers 1 run (Myers kick),

7:17.
JC — Bailey 11 run (Myers kick),

16.6.

Fourth Quarter
JC — Oak Gaerke Jr. 24 pass
from Nick Snow (Myers kick),

1:50.

Team Statistics
JC B

Rushes - yds 20-114 25-43
Comp-Att-Int 9-16-0 0-6-1
Passing yds 164 0
Total Plays 36 31
Total Offense 278 43
Punt ret - yds 0-0 0-0
Kickoff ret - yds 1-6 8-81
Ints - yds 0-0 1-3
Fumbles - lost 1-0 2-2
Penalties - yds 5-47 3-12
Sacks - yds 1-1 1-6

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Jay County — A.J,
Myers 6-40, Leighton Brown 4-37,
Sean Bailey 6-27, Wyatt Foster 4-
10. Blackford — Brady Bannister
8-23, Carter Clouse 2-8, Daethyn
Wainwright 3-7, Corbin Batten 5-6,
Nicholas Ely 0-3, Eliah Long 4-(-1).
Passing — Jay County — Sean
Bailey 8-12-0 140, Nick Snow 1-3-
0 24, A.J. Myers 0-1-0 0. Black-
ford — Nick Ely 0-6-1 0.
Receiving —  Jay County — Ben-
son Ward 1-42, Carter Fugiett 2-
36, Grant Wendel 1-30, Oak
Gaerke Jr. 1-24, Rhysin Blowers 1-
14, Brady Jetmore 1-13, Ben Bar-
nett 1-5.

Box score

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians plan to be a
running team.
They broke one big play

in their opener. And they
were able to grind out a
victory.
Fort Recovery High

School’s football team
went almost exclusively to
the ground Friday night,
picking up 252 rushing
yards and getting a strong
defensive effort as it
ended a two-game skid
against the Wayne Trace
Raiders with a 20-6 victo-
ry.
Reece Wendel had the

breakthrough play of  the
game for the Indians, rip-
ping off  a 71-yard run with
less than a minute off  the
clock in the second quar-
ter. Wendel then passed to
Gavin Evers for a 2-point
conversion, giving the
home team all the points it
would need.
On Fort Recovery’s

other 44 carries — it only
threw the ball three times
— it averaged 4.1 yards.
That proved to be enough
as a stout defense limited
Wayne Trace to just 198
yards of  offense.
Luke Lochtefeld and

Evers led the defensive
effort with 10 tackles
apiece. Brodie Hart had
eight and Breaker Jutte
recorded six.
The Tribe, which lost 18-

14 to Wayne Trace in 2022
and 32-20 last season, held
the Raiders without a
score until Cole Morehead
connected with Tyler Head
for a 10-yard TD pass with
just 1:15 remaining.
The game was well in

hand by then, as Ethan
Hartnagel had extended
the Fort Recovery lead to
14-0 on a 1-yard TD run
with three seconds left in
the first half. The home
fans were treated to anoth-
er touchdown when Evers
scored on an 11-yard run at
the 1:30 mark of  the third
quarter to make it 20-0.
Wendel’s big run pushed

him to a 164-yard evening
on the ground as he toted
the ball 20 times. Hart-
nagel added 54 yards on 12
carries, and Caden Grisez
ran seven times for 21
yards.
Most of  Wayne Trace’s

offense came through the
air, with Morehead com-
pleting 16-of-24 passes for
148 yards.
Fort Recovery will head

on the road next weekend
when it visits Urbana (1-0).

Patriots shut out Blackford in opener

Bruins blanked

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School senior Lucas Strait heads toward the end zone after picking up a punt
he blocked during the Patriots’ 49-0, season-opening victory Friday over the host Blackford Bruins. He went
the distance for his second career touchdown as JCHS led 21-0 less than 10 minutes into the game.

Rushing,
defense
lift FR
over the
Raiders


