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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  86 degrees Wednes-
day. The low was 68.

There is a chance of  rain
tonight, especially after mid-
night. The low will be in the

upper 60s. Expect mostly cloudy
skies Saturday with showers
likely and a high in the lower
80s.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS football game
against New Castle.

Wednesday — A new BBQ
restaurant has opened in
Dunkirk.

Thursday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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Setting over Forge
Shades of red, yellow and orange fill the sky Wednesday evening in this view looking toward Portland Forge.

Tonight’s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a chance of rain.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The fourth and final step
in the process is complete.

Jay County Redevelop-
ment Commission
approved a confirmatory
resolution Wednesday, for-
mally adopting its updated
economic development
plan for the county’s tax
increment financing (TIF)
district.

Jay County’s TIF dis-
trict includes about 191
acres southwest of  Port-
land in Greene Township.
It has been generating dol-
lars for 15 years and has
been used to pay off  bonds
associated with road work
and sewer improvements
near the ethanol plant in
that area. After Jay Coun-
ty made its final bond pay-
ment in 2023 for the proj-
ect, Jay County Redevelop-
ment Commission began
looking into options for
how to spend the TIF dis-
trict funding — about
$550,000 accrued annually
for the next 13 years.

The newly updated eco-
nomic development plan
— the original document
dates back to 2007 when
the TIF district was creat-
ed — includes a list of
potential projects: trans-
portation enhancements,
public safety enhance-
ments, utility infrastruc-
ture, highway garage
improvements, a new
building for Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District, a new public safe-
ty building and planning
and development of  the
county’s 68 acres on the
western edge of  Portland.

TIF funding could also
be used as a local match
for state and federal
grants. Jay County Rede-
velopment Commission is
also not tied to using spe-
cific amounts of  TIF dol-
lars for the aforemen-
tioned projects, but the
plan is intended to serve as
a guide moving forward. 

See Plan page 2

By RAY COONEY
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A downtown Portland business
will get some help with new win-
dows.

During back-to-back meetings
Thursday morning, Portland His-
toric Preservation Commission
and Portland Facade Committee
approved a certificate of  appro-
priateness for new windows on
the north side of  Reclaiming
Design and agreed to cover half
of  the cost of  cutting the open-
ings.

LeeAnn Miller has been reno-
vating 206 N. Meridian St. as the
new home for her interior design
business. The north wall was
exposed this year when the City
of  Portland tore down the struc-

tures at 208 and 210 N. Meridian
St. after they had been declared
unsafe.

Miller plans to add three sec-
ond-floor windows in locations
similar to where they were locat-
ed when the building was con-
structed more than a century
ago.

During a brief  session, the his-
toric preservation commission

approved the certificate of  appro-
priateness for the windows. It
was required because the new
windows will include vinyl.

Commission members Emily
Goodrich, Rusty Inman and John
McFarland approved the certifi-
cate, noting that the new win-
dows will match those in the rest
of  the building.

The facade committee — Joe

Johnston, Mayor Jeff  Westlake
and Inman — then discussed a
request from Miller for funding
to help with the installation of
the new windows. (A door that
had been previously discussed
was removed from the request.)
Miller provided two quotes for
the preparation work — cutting
the spaces for the windows into
the north wall — but said cost the
of  the windows themselves will
depend on the final size of  the
openings.

The facade committee agreed
to cover half  the cost of  the win-
dow preparation work with a
maximum total of  $34,199 and
asked Miller to return with
quotes for the windows when
they are available.

Local organizations will
receive more than $150,000 in
support for projects.

The Portland Foundation this
week announced its summer
2024 grant recipients, with
$159,553 awarded for 15 proj-
ects.

The largest of  the grants at
nearly one-third of  the total
funding, was $50,000 to John
Jay Center for Learning. It will
be used for the education cen-
ter’s High School Equivalency
program.

Jay Community Center and
Arts Place each received a pair
of  grants. The community cen-
ter was awarded a total of
$17,943 for senior program-
ming, with $2,943 coming from
the Ralph and Bertha Green-
Tony and Helen Saffer Fund for
the Elderly, the Elizabeth A.
Starbuck Fund for the Elderly,
the Ralph Denver Stroud and
Helen Stroud Endowment
Fund, and the Joseph Vormohr
Memorial Funds that were

established to support senior
citizens. It also got $7,500 for the
Boys and Girls Club after-school
programs. Grants to Arts Place
were $15,000 for the 2025 Arts in
the Parks program and $7,500
for the Hudson Family Park
Amphitheater Concert Series.

The only other grants of
more than $10,000 went to
Cincinnatus League of  Jay
County for $16,570 to purchase a
new soft-serve ice cream
machine and $15,424 to Praises
and Pathways Daycare for the
purchase of  furniture.

Receiving $5,000 apiece were
Pennville Pumpkin Festival for
its 2024 event and the Town of

Salamonia for upgrading play-
ground equipment.

Other grants were as follows:
$4,000 to Gamma Nu sorority for
two ice cream freezers; $3,616 to
Portland Kiwanis Club for a new
popcorn machine, snow cone
machine and freezer; $3,500 to
West Jay Community Center for
new concession stand appliances;
$3,000 to Jay County Robotics
from the Virgil and Josephine
Thomas Educational Fund for
game fields and elements; $3,000
to New Hope Ministries for a new
heating ventilation and cooling
system; and $2,500 to Dunkirk
Junior League for an ice maker.

See Grants page 2

Foundation awards grants

Funding 
comes to

about $550,000
annually

County
TIF
plan is
updated

Facade funds OK’d for business
Reclaiming Design will get
new second-floor windows

More than $150,000
distributed for local causes

Tribune News Service/Miami Herald/Al Diaz

Park protest
As children play in the park Tuesday, Javier

Alvarez, 56, joins protesters with Keep Florida State
Parks Wild-Defend Oleta State Park against the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection’s plan to add
pickleball courts, cabins and a disc golf course to Oleta
River State Park in North Miami Beach, Florida.
Gov. Ron DeSantis is withdrawing plans after the
proposal faced intense public and political backlash.



Man injured
A Portland man sus-

tained several injuries
after the motorcycle he
was driving crashed into
a sign along county road
200 South about 11:59 p.m.
Wednesday.

Wharris R. Willis Jr.,
50, was driving a 2005
Harley-Davidson Sport-
ster 1200 Custom west on
the road just east of
county road 425 East
when he crashed into a
road closed sign. Willis
was ejected from the
motorcycle and landed in
a ditch on the north side
of  the road.

Willis sustained
injuries to his left elbow
and ankle, along with
several cuts and friction
wounds to his arms and
head. He was transported
to IU Health Ball Memo-
rial Hospital in Muncie
for his injuries.

Willis was also admin-
istered a drug and alco-
hol blood test with
results pending.

The motorcycle was
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000
and $25,000.
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JOB OPENING
FULL TIME HEALTH DEPARTMENT IMMUNIZATION CLERK

JAY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT      SALARY: $34,470.80

DUTIES
• Schedules/coordinates appointments for clients and sends out reminder/ 
 recall notices regarding upcoming and/or missed appointments.
• Maintains patient immunization records and enters immunization data into  
 Children and Hoosier Immunization Registry Program (CHIRP).
• Conducts billing to insurance and Medicaid companies for vaccines administered.
• Maintains current knowledge of CDC guidelines and immunization/vaccination  
 standards and attends educational training/seminars as necessary.
• 
•  

•  
 inquiries, providing information and assistance.

 REQUIREMENTS
• High School diploma or equivalent.
• 
• Possession of or ability to obtain Notary Public License and  

• Ability to serve the public with diplomacy and respect, including  

• Ability to problem solve and collaborate as a team player.
• 
• 

Hours
• 35 hours weekly (Monday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm, Tuesday through  
 Thursday 8:30 am -4:30 pm,Friday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm).
• Occasional evening and weekend hours as needed for  
 department operations and out of town meetings.
• 

All interested applicants can submit their resume to the Jay County Health Department at:
504 W. Arch St., Portland, IN 47371

Ph. 260-726-8080 Fax 260-726-2220    environmentalist@co.iay.in.us
Applications will be accepted until September 20, 2024

at $399

I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765-747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturdaays 10:00a-3:00pys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 

Saturday
Garringer, Roberta: 3 p.m.,

MJS Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian
St., Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
It’s also a document that

is needed in order to apply
for grants.

Ed Curtin of  CWC Lati-
tudes started putting
together a draft of  the
plan in March, with com-
mission members approv-
ing it in April. The plan
was slightly adjusted in
May — the commission
removed a section allow-
ing contracts for educa-
tional and training pro-
grams, which had been
added in April, and made
a few small changes in the
language — before Jay
County Plan Commission
and Jay County Commis-
sioners approved it the fol-
lowing month. 

Redevelopment commis-
sion members held a pub-

lic hearing Wednesday in
relation to the plan
updates with no com-
ments made.

Curtin noted Wednes-
day’s public hearing and
resolution mark the final
step in the process for
updating and adopting the
plan. From here, the coun-
ty will file the information
with Jay County Auditor’s
Office and Indiana Depart-
ment of  Local Govern-
ment and Finance.

Also Wednesday, during
a less than five-minute
meeting, commission
members Chuck Huffman,
Carl Walker, Brian McGal-
liard, Faron Parr and Ted
Champ approved a $4,260
claim from consulting
firm Baker Tilly for its
services.

Continued from page 1
Teacher Creativity Mini-Grants

— the are intended to help cover the
cost ($300 or less) of  learning expe-
riences which teachers feel are
important to their students, yet are
outside the budget of  their school —

of  $300 went to Erin Homan (Gener-
al Shanks Preschool) for classroom
events and programs and Erin Ran-
som (East Elementary School) for
classroom dividers and circle car-
pets. Other teachers receiving
grants were Anita Clott (General

Shanks) – $211.66 for items for “Ag in
the Classroom”; Jennifer Johnson
(West Jay Elementary School) – $215
for classroom items; and Beth Math-
ewson (East Jay Elementary School)
– $277.57 for sequencing materials
for the classroom.

Plan ...

Grants ...

Capsule
Reports

Photo provided

Bank donates
First Bank of Berne recently donated $1,500 to Glass Days. Pictured, front row from

left, are Glass Days board members Rose Morgan, Kyle Holt, Dru Hall and Pam Robbins. Back
Row are Afton Ridgway, Tom Brosher and Jenn Collins.

Lotteries

CR almanac

81/58 84/53 76/49 79/51 82/55
Saturday

looks to be
stormy with a
60% chance of
showers and
thunder-
storms.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon
for Wednes-
day, when the
high will be
around 82
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies,
when the
high will be
in the upper
70s.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon for
Sunday, when
the high will be
around 84.

Labor Day
looks to be
mostly sunny.
Temperatures
will be more
moderate,
around 75.

Saturday
8/31

Sunday
9/1

Monday
9/2

Tuesday
9/3

Wednesday
9/4

Powerball
5-33-47-50-64
Power Ball: 20
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $69

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$627 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-0-8
Daily Four: 3-5-9-3
Quick Draw: 2-3-10-13-

14-15-31-34-35-38-39-40-47-
50-61-62-66-67-75-78

Evening
Daily Three: 4-7-5

Daily Four: 3-2-8-6
Quick Draw: 6-7-9-12-

28-31-40-41-48-49-51-53-55-
58-60-65-70-71-75-78

Cash 5: 3-8-18-23-25
Estimated jackpot:

$222,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-2-7
Pick 4: 2-5-3-9
Pick 5: 9-5-4-5-8
Evening
Pick 3: 1-5-6
Pick 4: 3-9-8-6
Pick 5: 1-5-7-8-1
Rolling Cash: 1-15-24-

26-32
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.39
Sept. corn ................3.42
Wheat ......................4.18

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.41
Sept. corn ................3.54
Oct. corn ..................3.49

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.44
Sept. corn ................3.44
Beans........................9.56

Sept. beans ..............9.46
Wheat ...................... 4.93

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.41
Sept. corn ................3.41
Beans........................9.55
Sept. beans ..............9.55
Wheat ......................4.75

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.34
Sept. corn ................3.40
Beans........................9.36
Sept. beans ..............9.36
Wheat ......................4.46

In 1862, the Second
Battle of  Manassas (also
known as Bull Run)
ended in a decisive Con-
federate victory in
northern Virginia dur-
ing the Civil War.

In 1905, Ty Cobb
made his debut for the
Detroit Tigers.

In 1918, Soviet leader
Vladimir Lenin sur-
vived an assassination
attempt during which
he was shot twice.

In 1930, businessman
and philanthropist War-
ren Buffett was born in
Omaha, Nebraska. Buf-
fett took majority con-
trol of  textile manufac-
turer Berkshire Hath-
away in 1965. Today the
company has a wide
range of  subsidiaries
including GEICO, Dura-
cell, Dairy Queen and
Pilot Flying J.

In 1963, a telephone
hotline was established
between the leaders of
the Soviet Union and the
United States.

In 1967, the U.S. Sen-
ate confirmed the
appointment of  Thur-
good Marshall to the
Supreme Court, making
him the first Black man
to serve as a Supreme
Court Justice.

In 1976, Tom Brokaw
became the news anchor
for NBC’s “Today
Show.”

In 1983, Guion S. Blu-

ford Jr. became the first
African American to
travel into space as a
mission specialist on
the shuttle orbiter Chal-
lenger.

In 1991, Azerbaijan
declared its independ-
ence from the Soviet
Union. It had been
under Soviet rule since
1920.

In 1993, “Late Show
with David Letterman”
debuted on CBS. Letter-
man had moved from
NBC, where he had host-
ed “Late Night with
David Letterman” for 11
years.

In 2007, the Jay
County High School
boys tennis team defeat-
ed Anderson Highland
4-1 to stay in control of
the race for the Olympic
Athletic Conference
championship. Adam
Horn and Mark Alber-
son led the Patriots with
a 6-0, 6-0 win at No. 2
doubles.

In 2021, The Portland
Foundation announced
scholarship awards of
$143,075 for its summer
cycle. It included five Dr.
Ara C. and Gay B. Bad-
ders Medical Scholar-
ships of  $3,200 each for
Kellie Fortkamp, Jared
Schlosser, Lizzie
Schoenlein, Katy
Smeltzer and Abbigayle
Smith.

—The CR

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Sept. 10
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, city hall, 321
N. Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.



DEAR ABBY: A friend retired,
moved and gave me her well-paying,
once-a-week job doing industrial
cleaning. It pays a sizable chunk of
our bills. My husband, who agreed to
work with me doing this, gives me a
hard time every week by being late. 

We need to be there after business
hours at 5:30 p.m. so we don’t inter-
rupt anyone while they’re working. I
have to remind my husband EVERY
Wednesday that we need to be AT
THE JOB. It causes fights. He makes
his own hours at his other job. He can
work whenever he wants and leave
when it’s done. I was raised to believe,
“If  you’re early, you’re on time. If
you’re on time, then you’re late.” His
attitude is, “Why worry about when
we show up?”

I’m angry that he doesn’t respect
how important this job is to me. I’m
his boss when it comes to this jobsite.
How can I handle this? I’m so done. I
can’t lose this job, and I can’t do it by
myself ! It’s HIPAA-protected, so not
just anyone can do this with me. —
TIMED OUT IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR TIMED OUT: How impor-
tant is it that you start promptly
at 5:30? Could all the work get
done if  you started at 6? I know

you are a stickler for promptness,
but who set the hours? You and
your husband might fight less
often if  you become more flexible. 

However, if  the problem per-
sists, remind him that the extra
income helps to pay important
bills. If  that doesn’t motivate him,
stop fighting, contact the friend
who gave you the job and ask if
she has any suggestions about
someone who could do what your
husband has been doing. I wish
you luck.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: We’ve lived in our

working-class urban neighborhood
for decades. We have always made
friends with our neighbors, including
a young couple with a toddler two
doors away. We don’t socialize with
them other than to chat when we see

them on the street, and we gave their
daughter a onesie on her birthday
last year. 

Just before the pandemic, they
acquired a rescue dog, which they
often leave in their backyard. The
animal barks nonstop for hours,
which makes it difficult to enjoy
being outside in our yard. We’re
home most of  the time, and my
partner is a gardener, so he spends
long hours out there. 

What’s the best way to handle this?
Friends who know more about dogs
than we do tell us it’s impossible to
break dogs of  this habit. Do you think
that because we haven’t complained
they think we’re OK with it? We want
to be good neighbors. — NOT OK
WITH IT IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR NOT OK: Dogs have been
known to bark because of  separa-
tion anxiety. If  your neighbors are
away when their dog is creating a
problem, and you have expressed
nothing about it, you or your part-
ner must let them know. The con-
versation doesn’t have to be con-
frontational, but nothing will
change unless YOU step up and
bark about it. Do it now, before
you lose your minds.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County

Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m.
to noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay

Community Center in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, contact Bill
Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

GOODYEAR FAMILY
REUNION — Begins at 1
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 31, at
Greek’s Pizzeria in Port-
land. Please remind other
family members.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,

289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Partners view punctuality differently

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Optimists donate
Portland Breakfast Optimist Club recently donated funding to various

community activities. Pictured above, Jay County Purdue Extension office director
Allison Keen accepts a check from president Rodney Miles for the 4-H Exhibit Hall
fund. Portland Breakfast Optimist Club also recently made donations to the Jay County
Fourth of July committee for its Independence Day festivities, Jay County Fair Board to
sponsor Kids’ Day during the Jay County Fair in July and Portland Junior League to
sponsor two teams.

Arts Place will close its 2024
Hudson Family Park
Amphitheatre Concert Series
with a performance by Sounds
of  Summer: A Beach Boys Trib-
ute at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12.

Sounds of  Summer is a
southern Indiana band that
covers Beach Boys tunes and
tells the story of  the band. It
was featured on AXS TV’s
“World’s Greatest Tribute
Bands” in 2016.

In addition to music, Pappie’s
Smokehouse BBQ, Iceberg Ice
Cream and The Greazy Pickle
will be in attendance to provide
food and refreshments.

Admission to the concert is
free. For more information
email jcc@myartsplace.org or
call (260) 726-4809.

Statehouse internships
Applications are open for

interns with Indiana House
Republicans for the 2025 leg-
islative session.

The Indiana House of  Repre-
sentatives offers a spring
semester internship at the
statehouse in Indianapolis dur-
ing the session, which starts in
January and concludes in
April. House interns earn $900
biweekly and work full-time
through the week.

Internships are open to col-
lege students and recent gradu-
ates of  all majors. Interns get
career and professional devel-
opment assistance, enrollment
access to an Indiana govern-
ment class and opportunities to
earn academic credits through
their school.

They’re also eligible to apply
for a $3,000 scholarship to use
toward school expenses.

Applications are available
online at indianahouserepubli-
cans.com/internship and are
due by Oct. 31.

Party in parking lot
Mt. Tabor Community

Church will host its Party in
the Parking Lot on Wednesday,
Sept. 4.

The event will run from 6 to
7:30 p.m. in the church parking
lot, 216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk. It will include free
food, games, cornhole and
other activities.

Final park concert
slated for Sept. 12

Taking
Note
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To the editor:
Perhaps you have heard that

Indiana’s Medicaid system is in
deep trouble. 

The state agency, the Family
and Social Services Administra-
tion, which administers Medi-
caid for the state, under-budget-
ed Medicaid by $1 billion. 

The main cause is rising costs
of  nursing home care. It seems
that our nursing homes have
been taken over by the same
health care corporations which
are driving costs in our rural
areas through the roof. They are
demanding profits, which has
led to the closure of  rural hospi-
tal services across the state like
the elimination of  ER, surgery
and inpatient services from IU

Health Blackford. They are also
demanding profits from nursing
homes.

The legislature run by the
Republican supermajority has
pointed their fingers at the
FSSA leadership, which of
course was appointed by the
Republicans in charge of  the
state government. For the
immediate problem, part of  the
state’s budget surplus had to be
used to pay for the billion dollar

oopsie. But the long-term solu-
tion that has been proposed is
very concerning to me and
should be to you as well.

Back in March at a legislative
update in Portland, State Rep.
J.D. Prescott and Sen. Travis
Holdman introduced the idea
that to pay for the Medicaid
error, people shouldn’t be able to
shelter their estates from nurs-
ing homes in a legal protection
called the living trust. (I have
this discussion on video on my
YouTube channel.) They want to
make it easier for nursing
homes to take estates. Many peo-
ple have moved their properties
to a living trust which, as long
as the estate is there for five
years, nursing homes can’t force

people to sell off  their family
homes and property. 

Prescott and Holdman stated
that there is no right for people
to hand down their estate to
their heirs. They say that it
“isn’t in our politics or our
DNA” to allow people to do with
their estate what they want. I
wonder if  either ever have read
John Locke, an English philoso-
pher who Jefferson lifted much
of  the language in the Declara-
tion of  Independence from. The
“natural rights” that Locke stat-
ed were “Life, Liberty, and
Estate.” Estate is our political
DNA.

And to further talk about the
issue of  the shortfall, what does
this plan really do? It will mean

that family farmers will have to
sell their property, often proper-
ty which has been in the same
family hands for over a hundred
years, the farm ground that
their kids are currently making
their living from. How does this
help family farmers? 

And to the overall problem, it
does nothing to curb the grow-
ing costs of  nursing home care.
Once the estates have been
taken, what goes to pay that
nursing home bill after that?

It seems that we should be
much more focused on getting
those health care corporations
under control to provide needed
care without insane profit.

John Bartlett
Hartford City

Get health care costs under control

By AMY HANAUER
OtherWords

Vice President Kamala
Harris and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump have
starkly different views on
taxes and how the tax code
can support families.

Harris voices strong
support for families
through investments
in the care economy. She’s
vowed to advance paid
family leave, affordable
child care, care for dis-
abled or aging family
members, and health care.
This could be funded with
a better tax code.

These policies would
help all of  us care for our
families and strengthen
our communities. Invest-
ing public dollars in care
could also narrow racial
and gender pay gaps by
boosting the pay of  care
workers — who are mostly
women, and many of  them
women of  color.

The Trump campaign
has been largely silent on
care investments. But his
campaign has signaled
support for more tax cuts
at the top. Such cuts would
increase inequality and
reduce the availability of
federal funding to
strengthen the care econo-
my.

We saw this in the 2017
tax law that former Presi-
dent Trump signed. It cut
taxes for the wealthiest
people and corporations,
including cutting the
effective tax rate for our
largest corporations from
an average 22.0 percent to
an average 12.8 percent. It
also preserved loopholes
that allow some of  the
wealthiest corporations to
avoid taxes on most — if
not all — of  their profits.

These tax cuts for the
ultra wealthy led to huge
losses in federal tax rev-
enue and spiked the
national debt, making it
harder for the government
to fund new investments
in priorities that are
important to families.

If  re-elected, Trump has
said he wants to slash cor-
porate taxes further —
even though some billion-
aires pay a lower share of
their income in taxes than
nurses and teachers do.

By contrast, the Biden-
Harris administration cre-
ated a minimum corpo-
rate tax so the wealthiest
corporations could no
longer pay nothing, added
a modest tax on stock buy-
backs, and funded the IRS
to better collect taxes from
corporations. These poli-
cies raised revenue for
care investments and
other priorities.

Going forward, Harris

has signaled support for
raising corporate tax
rates, which are at his-
toric lows, and closing
loopholes.

Harris and Trump also
have different priorities
on taxes for families. As a
senator, Harris champi-
oned a tax credit of  $6,000
for married couples and
$3,000 for single people in
her Lift the Middle Class
Act. This would have
delivered 88 percent of  its
benefits to earners under
$119,000.

Harris might not pro-
mote this specific plan
going forward, but it sug-
gests she’d aim to direct
benefits to moderate
earners instead of  the
wealthiest. More recently,
she’s proposed expanding
the Child Tax Credit and
adding a $6,000 credit for
families with newborns.

By contrast, the tax bill
that Trump signed deliv-
ered more than half  its
benefits to the top 5 per-
cent of  households —
those with incomes over
$263,000. (Like Harris,
Trump’s vice presidential
nominee, J.D. Vance, has
suggested a bigger Child
Tax Credit. But Vance has
also floated making peo-
ple without children pay
more taxes.)

Taxing the wealthiest
and big corporations
would support care
investments and make
our tax code more fair.
Strengthening care infra-
structure would help us
all thrive and make the
economy stronger. But we
need to collect sufficient
revenue to support those
transformational poli-
cies.

There is strong public
support for better care
and for fairer taxes. Tax
justice advocates should
call on both the Harris
and Trump campaigns to
commit to a fairer tax sys-
tem — and to use the
money it would raise to
invest in the child care,
elder care, and health
care our families need.

••••••••••
Hanauer is Executive

Director of  Citizens for
Tax Justice. This op-ed
was distributed by Other-
Words.org.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

We need a
better tax code

By PATRICK A. MCLAUGHLIN
Tribune News Service

One reason America’s economy
contains less opportunity than many
people expect is because over time,
modern democracies, for all their
merit, create and keep too many
rules. Supreme Court Justice Neil
Gorsuch’s new book, “Over Ruled,”
emphatically makes a similar case,
citing my estimate that it would
take over three years just to read our
federal regulations.

Navigating so much red tape
means businesses spend less money
expanding, hiring, or giving raises. It
deters and derails entrepreneurship.
Statutes created by Congress play
their part. So do rules continually
made by hundreds of  regulatory
agencies spread throughout the
country. Last but not least are state
and local regulations. While igno-
rance of  the law may not be a valid
defense in court, for the average per-
son or small business owner, this
layer cake of  regulations makes igno-
rance inevitable.

Letting regulations build up over
time is the default setting. Lawmak-
ers like to create new agencies, give
them vague missions, and move on.
When you’re campaigning for your
job every few years, “set-it-and-for-
get” solutions are awfully appealing.
Good governance, though, requires
active management. It means hard
work to slow or even reverse the
accretive nature of  modern rulemak-
ing.

The Mercatus Center’s ongoing
State RegData project shows which
states stockpile the most rules. More
importantly, we know which pay
more than lip service to the problem,
bucking the trend and eliminating
red tape that’s no longer necessary or
desirable. Our new index measures
the regulation on the books for 48
states (we couldn’t incorporate digi-
tized regulatory codes from
Arkansas and West Virginia).

The most regulated state is Califor-
nia, followed by New York, New Jer-
sey, Illinois, and a surprise: Texas.

Indeed, without a proactive stance to
prevent it, regulations pile up in both
red and blue states.

The least regulated state is Idaho,
followed by South Dakota, North
Dakota, Montana, and Alaska.

Idaho wasn’t always that way. Six
years ago, it had more than 72,000
regulatory restrictions. Today, it has
just 31,497. Gov. Brad Little’s admin-
istration did this deliberately and
proactively, combining elements of
the two most effective ways to curb
the natural tendency toward regula-
tory accumulation: regulatory budg-
eting and regulatory sunsets.

Several others, including Iowa,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio,
Oklahoma, and Virginia, have
reformed their regulatory process
over the past few years. The move-
ment was inspired by British Colum-
bia. The Canadian province strove to
find and reduce regulatory red tape
back in 2001. Its groundbreaking ini-
tiative cut about 40% of  restrictions
within three years, causing its eco-
nomic growth rate to increase by
over one percentage point.

A “regulatory budget” is like a
household budget, boiled down to
two essential elements: quantifying
how much you spend and then set-
ting goals to control that spending. In
Idaho, “spending” was tracked by
simply counting regulatory restric-
tions within regulatory code text.
Missouri, Ohio, and Virginia have
used similar strategies. Other budg-
ets attempt to monetize the cost of
regulations and add that up.

With that starting point, the next
step is setting a goal. Virginia and
Ohio used a 25% reduction. Others
use a “pay-as-you-go” approach

where new regulations are offset by
eliminating or reducing the cost of
old regulations (which are probably
outdated anyway). Idaho used a one-
in, two-out approach. For every new
regulatory restriction, two or more
had to go.

Idaho’s second approach was a fla-
vor of  regulatory sunsetting that
Gov. Little called “zero-based regula-
tion.” Regulatory sunsetting means
the automatic expiration of  regula-
tions unless deliberately renewed.
The idea is common for legislation,
but most regulations lack built-in
expiration dates. Idaho now places
the burden of  proof  on its agencies,
requiring all regulations to expire
after five years unless the agency can
justify keeping them in place.

Idaho shares a border with six
states, including Oregon and Wash-
ington, America’s seventh- and
eighth-most regulated states. What
are Idaho’s neighbors getting in
return for more than six times as
much regulation? A heavily regulated
economy certainly has consequences:
slower economic growth, fewer jobs,
and higher prices, to name a few. Are
Oregonians and Washingtonians six
times safer? Is their environment six
times as pristine?

Maybe policymakers are aware of
the hidden consequences of  regulato-
ry accumulation and believe it’s
worth it. If  so, what’s the return on
investment, so to speak? Without
some process requiring agencies to
look back and examine whether old
rules are delivering, all they can do is
speculate.

Most states have their regulatory
process on autopilot, mindlessly let-
ting the penalties of  overregulation
accrue without knowing whether the
benefits are worth the cost.

••••••••••
McLaughlin is the Mercatus Center

at George Mason University’s Director
of  Policy Analytics, where he leads the
RegData and QuantGov projects,
which deploy data science tools to
quantify federal and state regula-
tions. 

States should get off autopilot

VOLUME 151–NUMBER 97
FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day, Fourth
of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas — holidays are observed
on Tuesday when they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic
Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371.
Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Commercial Review,
309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call
(260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

RAY COONEY
President, editor and publisher

LOUISE RONALD
Board chair

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $11;

13 weeks – $36; six months – $68; one year – $122.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12; 13

weeks – $44; six months – $74; one year – $140.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13 weeks – $49; six months –

$80; one year – $151.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Amy
Hanauer

Letters to
the Editor

Mary
McNamara



The Commercial Review
Friday, August 30, 2024 Agriculture Page 5

   
O  
IM

sp    
b   

 
Our FFALL HOME ALL HOME 
MPROVEMENT
pecial section will 
be distributed in:

he Commercial 
eview (Portland)

he News-Gazette 
Winchester)

he News Times 

   

Th  
Re  

Th   
(W

Th    

 

f ll  

 

 l

 

1/4  

Th    
(H

Th     
(D

 

d (3x3.5)  ar
0
 B&W
0
 color

he News Times 
Hartford City) 

he News and Sun 
Dunkirk)

 

B   1/2-page color
400$

full-page B&W
500$

full-page color

 

80$
d (2x2)Business car

120$
Big business car

280$
1/4-page B&W

350$
1/4-page color

 

320$
1/2-page B&W

400$
p g  

    

Contact   
L.Cochran@thecr
or (260) 

 

t Lindsey at: 
@thecrr.com.com
 726-8141

Alivia Toney took her
turn in the spotlight this
year.

Toney earned the titles
of  senior and master
class showman during
the Jay County 4-H Cat
Show on July 8. She com-
peted in the 4-H small ani-
mal supreme showman-
ship competition on July
9.

Piper Wagner was
named beginner show-
man, and Keisha Adair
was named intermediate
and junior showman.

Makinsey Murphy also
swept the kitten category,
earning grand champion
and reserve grand cham-
pion awards for her long-
hair male, Mocha, and
short-hair male, Chim-
ney, respectively.

Other results are as fol-
lows:
Short-hair

Female
Champion: Audrey

Hambrock
Reserve champion:

Sophia Calvary

Male
Champion: Dominic

Steveson
Reserve champion:

Elizabeth Calvary
Grand champion:

Dominic Steveson
Reserve grand champion:

Audrey Hambrock

Long-hair
Male
Champion: Jayme Hark-

er

Female
Champion: Piper Wagner
Reserve champion:

Audrey Hambrock

Grand champion: Piper
Wagner

Reserve grand champion:
Jayme Harker

Cage decorating
Champion: Piper Wagner
Reserve champion:

Audrey Hambrock

Costume
Champion: Audrey Ham-

brock
Reserve champion:

Dominic Steveson

Cat ambassador test
Level 2
Champion: Audrey Ham-

brock

Level 3
Champion: Makinsey

Murphy

Toney was top showman

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Alivia Toney, 15, holds her cat, Pandora,
after earning the titles of senior and master class
showman at the Jay County 4-H Cat Show on July 8.

By ELIZABETH CAMPBELL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Tribune News Service

Families who built their small
farms around riding their horses,
raising cattle and holding family
fish fries in rural Johnson Coun-
ty face an uncertain future
because of  what they’re finding
in the pasture or stock tank: dead
or deformed cattle, horses and
fish.

The past two years have been a
“nightmare” for the family farm-
ers, and they point to “forever
chemicals” found in fertilizer
made from sewage as the reason.

The five farmers who live out-
side of  Grandview — James
Farmer, Robin Alessi, Patsy
Schultz and Karen and Tony Cole-
man — have been embroiled in a
complex legal battle with
the EPA and fertilizer manufac-
turer Synagro Technologies Inc.
and its Texas subsidiary since
February, when they filed a law-
suit against Synagro in Circuit
Court of  Baltimore County and
one against the EPA in Washing-
ton.

Synagro contracts with Fort
Worth to manage the city’s
biosolids program, which
involves separating solids in
the sewage treatment process
and recycling the waste into
granulate fertilizer. After the
sludge is treated in Fort Worth,
it is sent to farms  in John-
son, Hill and Wise counties,
including one that neighbors
the farmers’ properties.

Synagro contracts with more
than 1,000 municipal waste treat-
ment facilities and uses the
biosolids to manufacture Syna-
gro Granulite Fertilizer, accord-
ing to court documents.

Biosolids are used instead of
commercial fertilizer across the
world, but Maine and Connecti-
cut have banned them over con-
cerns about the forever chemi-
cals, and Michigan has placed
limits on them.

Forever chemicals, also known
as PFAS, are man-made synthetic
chemicals used in a range of
products, including carpet, cloth-
ing and nonstick cookware. They
don’t break down, and they accu-
mulate in the human body and in
the environment.

They’re in the blood of  people
and animals across the world, as
well as the air, water and soil,
according to the EPA. They are
also known to cause health prob-
lems such as cancer.

The families seek more than
$75,000 in damages from Syna-
gro because they cannot sell their
cattle and their land is “almost
worthless” as a result of  the con-
tamination.

The farmers said they never
know if  they will have to drop
everything to take their animals
to Texas A&M for necropsies.

James Farmer recorded videos
on July 29 to show what the fami-
lies often find when checking on
their livestock. In this case, a pre-
viously healthy cow is lying in
the pasture unable to stand up
and was euthanized.

“This is what we deal with
daily, weekly, monthly,” Farmer

says in the video he shared with
the Star-Telegram.

As the cow mooed softly, Karen
Coleman tearfully asked a veteri-
narian, “How long is this going to
take?”

“Pretty quick,” the doctor
replies.

“We’re having to euthanize this
cow because she can’t get up,”
Farmer says, adding: “She’s
asleep now. She’s gone.”

Legal fight
The lawsuit against

the EPA states that the federal
agency violated the Clean Water
Act and the Administrative Pro-
cedures Act for failing to identify
certain PFAS as “toxic pollu-
tants” in sewage sludge and fail-
ing to regulate them where infor-
mation exists to show that the
chemicals must be regulated.

Johnson County joined the
farmers’ lawsuit against
the EPA in July.

The EPA has requested an
extension to respond to the law-
suit in September, said Laura
Dumais, an attorney with Public
Employees for Environmental
Responsibility, the nonprofit
organization that is representing
the farmers and Johnson Coun-
ty in their lawsuit against
the EPA.

EPA Administrator Michael
Regan established the EPA Coun-
cil on PFAS in 2021 with the goal
to develop a plan of  action to “fur-
ther the science and research to
restrict these dangerous chemi-
cals from getting into the envi-
ronment and to immediately
remediate the problem.”

According to the EPA’s “Strate-
gic Roadmap,” a risk assessment
for the forever chemicals in
biosolids should be finished by
this winter.

“The risk assessment will
serve as the basis for determin-
ing whether regulation of  PFOA
and PFOS in biosolids is appro-
priate. If  EPA determines that
regulation is appropriate,
biosolids standards would
improve the protection of  public
health and wildlife health from
health effects resulting from
exposure to biosolids containing
PFOA and PFOS,” the EPA docu-
ment reads.

Fort Worth was not named in
the lawsuit against Synagro.

In its response to the allega-
tions, Synagro argued that the
case should be dismissed because
it was filed in Baltimore, the
home of  the company’s head-
quarters. It argues the proper
venue is Texas, because the
events in question happened
there.

Synagro said in court docu-
ments: “This is a straightfor-
ward Texas tort case, with Texas
Plaintiffs, witnesses, facts, prop-
erty and damages, all governed
by Texas law. There is no relevant
connection whatsoever to Balti-
more County, over 1,400 miles
from the alleged events at issue.”

The company also said in an
emailed statement to the Star-
Telegram that the farmers’ alle-
gations were “novel” and
“unproven.”

The farmers didn’t use Syna-
gro products, and the biosolids
applied by a neighboring farmer
met the requirements from
the EPA and Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality, Syna-
gro argued.

The statement
from Synagro also said that
the EPA supports applying
biosolids as a “valuable practice”
that recycles nutrients to farm-
land.

Before the company responded
to the allegations, the farmers’
lawsuit was amended with “dras-
tically” reduced concentrations
of  the forever chemicals, Syna-
gro said.

Mary Whittle, an attorney rep-
resenting the farmers, wrote in
an email to the Star-Telegram,
“The changes in pollution values
were due to decimal place errors
during conversions from the lab
results to parts per trillion, but
the pollution values are still
extremely high.”

Whittle added that the results
were from surface and well
water tests.

The EPA set a limit for PFAS to
less than 4 parts per trillion in
drinking water.

“We want to bring the fight to
the company that is out there
convincing cities and farmers to
use their products,” Whittle said.

Following their dreams
Robin Alessi grew up an “Air

Force brat,” but she experienced
the ranching way of  life while
in Montana and Alaska, and she
wanted to buy land where she
could have her horses and be a
“western cowgirl.”

Alessi, who worked in the
restaurant industry, moved
to Texas and found the perfect
piece of  land near Grandview for
her horses and other animals.

She met Farmer, who owns a
fence company, and the two built
their lives around raising their
animals and having family fish
fries.

Patsy Schultz and her late hus-
band Jim bought around 300
acres in 2002. The property is
Schultz’s main asset after her
husband’s death in 2018.

Her daughter and son-in-law,
Karen and Tony Coleman, lease
land from her for cattle grazing.

The Colemans live
in Burleson. Karen is a senior
executive assistant at the Univer-
sity of  North Texas Health Sci-
ence Center and her husband is a
diesel mechanic, but they are
also dedicated to their land and
animals.

Odors causing concerns
In 2018, the families noticed a

noxious odor after fertilizer
made from sludge was spread on
a neighbor’s land.

They contacted Larry Woolley,
the Precinct 4 county commis-
sioner, and Dana Ames, the coun-
ty’s environmental investigator.

In an interview, Ames
described an odor worse than a
decomposing body, but said there
was nothing she could do at the
time because the odors weren’t
causing harm or damage.

In late 2022, Ames was again
called by the farmers because
they saw piles of  the fertilizer on
the ground literally smoking,
and shortly thereafter, Farmer
described a major “fish kill” in
his pond after a heavy rain.

“Because of  the conditions I
observed, I said, ‘This cannot be
OK,’” Ames said.

Ames launched a year-long
investigation that involved the

testing of  water, soil and animals
from the farmers’ land.

What she found was startling.
Johnson County tested soil,

ground and surface water as well
as tissue and organs from dead
animals.

Results from a calf ’s liver
showed 610,000 parts per trillion
of  forever chemicals, which is
“off  the charts,” Ames said.

“The most disturbing thing to
me is that people have known
about this for a long time, and
they’ve failed to act,” Ames said.

“My victims are organic farm-
ers. They were breeding their
own cattle, growing their own
vegetables. They were self-sus-
taining on their property.”

Ames said she is worried about
the future of  mankind if  the for-
ever chemicals aren’t regulated.

Woolley, the county commis-
sioner, is also sounding the alarm
bells.

A former ag teacher, Woolley
said he still is involved with farm-
ing and ranching, but he worries
about the farmers who lost their
livelihoods because of  the forever
chemicals.

“These ranchers are victims
with 150 head of  beef  cattle that
they don’t know what to do with.
It’s clear that they don’t want to
sell them or put them in the food
chain,” Woolley said.

Woolley said he has been meet-
ing with state and national legis-
lators to make them aware of  the
need for regulations of  biosolids.

“I’m not an environment
freak,” Woolley said. “I grew up
on a farm and continue to farm
and ranch. We’re pretty much ag
folks. We’re pretty much interest-
ed in protecting our kids, grand-
kids and protecting our water.

What’s next
James Farmer said one of  his

biggest disappointments is that
when his nephew catches a cat-
fish, he has to throw it back into
the pond.

As he looked at a photo of  his
nephew holding the fish, Farmer
said, “He pulled the fish right out
of  the water and said ‘Uncle
James, Can we keep this and eat
it?’”

“No, baby, we can’t,” Farmer
recalled.

The farmers continue to raise
their livestock, knowing they
can’t sell the animals or eat the
vegetables grown in their gar-
dens.

They still pay bills for feed and
equipment.

They used to enjoy coming
home from work to fish or watch
calves being born, but now they
worry about what they’ll find
when they check on their live-
stock.

Tony Coleman asked why the
federal and state governmental
agencies allow people to use the
fertilizer knowing that it con-
tains the forever chemicals.

“That just makes us extremely
angry because we didn’t ask for
none of  this,” Coleman said. “We
just wanted to come farm our
land, raise our cattle and just be
out of  sight, out of  mind.”

Farmers: Chemicals are killing livestock

Tribune News Service/Fort Worth Star Telegram/Amanda McCoy

Tony Coleman gives a tour of the family’s land in
Johnson County on Aug. 5. Livestock and fish have been dying
since 2022. He blames forever chemicals from the biosolids
found in Synagro fertilizer.
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FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141



GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday September

7th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 912 S VINE
ST

PORTLAND, IN.
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Aug. 25th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE
Sells at 10 a.m.

3 bedroom, 1 bath ranch
style house containing
1,048 sq. ft. finished liv-
ing area.  Central air .
24’x25’ detached

garage.  Good starter
home.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS
Aladdin oil lamp, cast

iron dutch oven, skillets,
and pans.  Vintage

NASCAR collectibles,
NAPA toys, semi & trail-
er.  GE upright freezer,
Schumacker 200 amp
battery charger, Grinder
on pedestal, Electric
power washer, Tools &
utility cabinets.  Several
items not mentioned.

OWNERS; ESTATE OF
GARY W KELLY

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 21TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 1136 N 550
W PORTLAND, IN 
VEHICLES-GUNS 

1967 Chevrolet Camero
(non running), 2018
Chevy Colorado quad
cab 4x4 with 32,000
miles, 1987 Chevrolet
S10, 1992 Jeep Wran-
gler, Case NF tractor,
Smith & Wesson model
22A Cal. camo with
peep sight, Ruger 57

5.78x28 cal. w/clip, Bay-
lor 12 guage side by

side, Large lot of ammo,
Reloading equipment,
Compound bows and

arrows. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS 
Drink Royal Crown Cola
Thermometer, Crank
telephone, Handmade
quilts, Pie Safe, Vintage
tricycle, Violin, Banjo,
Crocks, 5 gallon milk

cans, pull type combine,
steel wheel spreader,

Wood stoves, Rally rear
tine tiller, Go cart

frames, Yard roller,
Large lot of hardwood
lumber-oak and walnut,

Collectible coins. 
OWNER: Darry Rowles

Estate- 
Lydia Rowles Executor 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3652 N 600 E
Montpelier,  IN

Saturday Morning
September 14th, 2024

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - HOUSEHOLD

GOODS
Whirlpool washer &

dryer, Whirlpool side by
side refrigerator, Lighted
china cabinet, boar head
and fish mounts, 1910
Bluffton Street fair

medallion, card tables,
pressure cookers, and
other items not listed.
2016 JEEP-4 WHEEL-
ER-MOWERS-TOOLS
2016 Jeep Compass
4x4 with 73,000 miles,
log splitter, Simplicity
3110 mower (non run-
ning), John Deere 56
mower (non running),
trolling motors, fishing

poles, tackle boxes,
and many other items

not listed.
LYLE TOWNS

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
REAL ESTATE AUC-

TION
Saturday, SEPTEMBER

14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian
Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED: Experi-
enced Oil Field Pumper:
Jay Co., IN / Portland
Area. Call: Howard @
248-623-6091 or Office:
248-343-4898  
HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
PORTLAND EAGLES is
looking for a good bar-
tender, must be 21, able
to work nights and week-
ends. Pick up an applica-
tion at the Eagles at 320
N Meridian between
11am-9pm.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer.  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED
190 FARMERS

COLUMN

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA

COUNTY OF JAY
IN THE JAY COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT
CASE NUMBER 
38C01-2407-MI-31

IN RE THE MATTER OF:
NICOLE DELANEY

Notice of Petition 
for Name Change

Nicole Delaney, whose mailing
address is Dunkirk, IN 47336, in
the Jay County, Indiana, hereby
gives notice that Nicole De-
laney has filed a petition in the
Jay County Court requesting
that her name be changed to
Nicole Dheel.  Notice is further
given that the hearing will be
held on said petition on
September 24, 2024 at 11:30am

Nicole Delaney, Petitioner
7/30/2024

JON EADS
CR 8-23,30,9-6-2024-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today      
Jay County — Football vs. New Castle – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football at Urbana – 7 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys soccer vs. Woodlan – 10

a.m.; Girls soccer vs. Woodlan – 12 p.m.; JV foot-
ball at New Castle – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country at Treaty City
Invite at Greenville City Park – 9:45 a.m.; Volley-
ball at Arcanum – 10 a.m.; Middle school cross
country Treaty City at Greenville City Park – 8:30
a.m.

TV sports
Today

4 a.m. — Paralympics: Track and field (USA)
7:30 a.m. — Paralympics: Wheelchair rugby

(USA)
10 a.m. — Paralympic basketball: USA vs.

Germany (USA)
12 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open

(ESPN)
12:40 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

6 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open
(ESPN2)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — College football: Temple at Oklaho-
ma (ESPN); Florida Atlantic at Michigan State
(BTN)

7 p.m. — High school football: Barnsville at
Bellaire (FOX)

9 p.m. — College football: Western Michigan
at Wisconsin (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — College football: TCU at Stan-
ford (ESPN)

Saturday
6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton & Hove

Albion at Arsenal (USA)
10 a.m. — Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
10 a.m. — Premier League: AFC Bournemouth

at Everton (USA)
11 a.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open

(ESPN2)
12 p.m. — College football: Clemson at Geor-

gia (ABC); Virginia Tech at Vanderbilt (ESPN); Indi-
ana State at Purdue (BTN); UConn at Maryland

(FS1); Penn State at West Virginia (FOX)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Manchester

City at West Ham United (NBC)
1 p.m. — PGA Tour: TOUR Championship

(NBC)
1 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at New

York Yankees (Bally Indiana)
1:20 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Cook Out

Southern 500 (USA)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Colorado State

at Texas (ESPN); Miami at Florida (ABC); North
Dakota at Iowa State (FS1); FIU at Indiana (BTN);
UTEP at Nebraska (FOX); Akron at Ohio State
(CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: Sport
Clips Haircuts VFW Help A Hero 200 (USA)

6 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: New
Mexico United at Oakland Roots (FOX)

6:45 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: U.S. Open
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College football: Western Kentucky
at Alabama (ESPN); UNLV at Houston (FS1)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at
Cincinnati Reds (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Notre Dame at
Texas A&M (ABC); Fresno State at Michigan
(NBC); UCLA at Hawaii (CBS); Idaho at Oregon
(BTN)

10:30 p.m. — College football: New Mexico at
Arizona (ESPN); Wyoming at Arizona State (FS1);
Weber State at Washington (BTN)

Local notes
Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 17th annual
Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit
EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be
splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There
will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race, as
well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search for
“Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on speedy-
feet.com.

Season tickets for sale
Jay County High School began selling season

tickets Monday, July 22. Tickets can be purchased
during office hours from 7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

The Patriot Pass and Senior Patriot Pass (for

those 65-and-older) cover all high school and junior
high events. The former costs $105 while the latter
is $60.

For just high school events, High School Adult
Super Tickets ($80) and Senior Super Tickets for
those 65-and-older ($45) are available. Junior High
Super Tickets are available for $60.

Also available are a Pre-Paid Sports Pass, good
for 12 games at $50, boys basketball season pass-
es for $50 and football season passes for $25. 

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf

Classic is set to be held on Sept. 13 at Wabash Val-
ley Golf Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
College athletics has

been catching up to profes-
sional leagues with the
replay systems it uses, and
the Big Ten wanted to
branch out on its own from
the Pittsburgh-based DVS-
port replay center that it
shared with other NCAA
conferences.

Construction started in
January, and the confer-
ence spent an undisclosed
sum to remodel its former
Big Ten Experience muse-
um into a 2,000-square-foot
control room with 18 replay
stations, touchscreen mon-
itors, Xbox controllers,
soundproof  walls and
other fancy features.

“When you talk about
sort of  the arms race, tech-
nology is always improv-
ing,” Petitti said. “I came
from MLB. We built a
brand-new replay center
there during my tenure.
And just the technology is
changing. … Being able to
take advantage of  those
improvements to do things
more quickly, more looks,
faster, better — it’s a lot of
pressure on the people in
this room to get things
right.

“These are high-stakes
games, and a lot of  these
replays are at the most crit-
ical moment of  a game in
many cases. And so what I
really care about is giving
them the technology they
need, training them prop-
erly, so that they can make
these decisions in real time
and feel good about that.”

A.J. Edds, vice president
of  football administration
and a former Iowa line-
backer, said the new setup
has a few advantages over
what the conference had in
Pittsburgh.

“The video boards, these
video walls are larger, more
dynamic, more versatile, so
we can see more (angles) all
in one snapshot,” he said.
“The internet connectivity
is unmatched. It is virtually
latency-free. It is real time.”

When a questionable

play comes up for review, a
CRO alerts one of  four
replay center supervisors
by turning on a red tally
light at his or her station.

An audio setup allows
for a four-way conversa-
tion among the on-field ref-
eree, replay booth official,
CRO and supervisor. The
supervisor makes the final
call from the replay center.

Bill Carollo, coordinator
of  football officials, picks
the replay center staff,
most of  whom work part-
time. Some former refer-
ees and other on-field offi-
cials have been hired to
work at the center, but con-
trary to conventional wis-
dom, they don’t always
make the best replay
reviewers, Carollo said.

“We look for more ana-
lytical, process-oriented
(people): engineers,
lawyers,” he said. “We hire
a lot of  lawyers, for
instance, that are replay
people, and sometimes
they never worked on the
field. Dean Blandino never
worked on the field, maybe
the best replay resource in
the country, in the world,
when it comes to that.

“So it’s a different skill
set than the people on the
field and different type of
thinking. So we test them
for replay skills. We test
them for on-field skills,
aptitude, cognitive and so
on. And the bar’s set pretty
high for replay people.”

Edds gave a hypothetical
example of  how the sys-

tem might work, from on-
field official up to supervi-
sor at the replay center.

“Let’s say a ball carrier’s
reaching for the goal line
and his knee might have
been down before he
reached the goal line,”
Edds said. “So on the field,
they might have called it
short of  the line to short
of  the end zone.

“But the play goes to
review and we can take all
the angles that are avail-
able. It could be from down
this line, down this line, a
back angle — there might
be a skycam angle that
helps — and we can stitch
all of  those together so
that they’re synchronized.
So as they go frame by
frame on the Xbox con-

troller, it shows each one
of  those cameras as it
advances for the frame. So
they can find exactly
where the ball was when
the knee went down.

“And if  that ball broke
the plane, then we would
say, ‘This a touchdown.’ …
(But) if  they say, ‘Oh, this
is confirmed, he was in
fact short of  the end zone
with the ball when his
knee went down,’ we
would communicate that
back down to the field.”

The referee would make
the announcement at the
stadium and for the TV
audience.

“He confirms what he
heard as the outcome, and
then it’s back to play,”
Edds said.

Tribune News Service/Chicago Tribune/Tess Crowley

Big Ten Coordinator of Football Officials Bill Carollo (right) and Vice President of Football
Administration A.J. Edds (left) offer a preview of the conference’s new centralized replay center in
Rosemont, Illinois, on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024.

Replay ...
Continued from page 8

Second-year corner-
backs JuJu Brents and
Jaylon Jones are
expected to start along-
side Moore in nickel
packages, and either
Nick Cross, Rodney
Thomas II or Trevor
Denbow will start at
safety opposite Black-
mon.

Whoever’s in the
lineup will be tested
early by Houston quar-
terback C.J. Stroud,
Green Bay Packers
quarterback Jordan
Love and Chicago
Bears rookie quarter-
back Caleb Williams in
the first three weeks.

“They’re young,”
Ballard said of  the
defensive backs.
“They’re going to con-
tinue to get better.
Sometimes you’ve got
to be able to meet —
things don’t always
work out, even when
you’re trying to
acquire a player. Not
saying we didn’t try to
do some things. Some-
times it just doesn’t
happen.

“But we do think we
have good, young talent
back there, and we
have a lot of  belief  in
our front. So we’ll con-
tinue to let these guys
grow and come on.
They don’t become
players without play-
ing. I mean, I think
sometimes we forget
that. They’ve got to just
— they’ve got to play.”

The roster construc-
tion and the philoso-
phy behind it is similar
— with some tweaks —
to the approach Ballard
has taken since he was
hired in 2017.

This roster has been
built to Ballard’s speci-
fications, and the sea-
son’s results could and
should be viewed as a
referendum on his per-
formance.

Roster ...



They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

The Commercial Review
The News and Sun

The News-Gazette
The News Times

The Red Ball Express

Buy one ad, get one free in
The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette,

The News Times and The News and Sun

First 3x7 ad – $625 (runs in all four papers)

Second 3x7 ad – FREE (runs in all four papers)
OR

First 3x6 ad – $535 (runs in all four papers)

Second 3x6 ad – FREE (runs in all four papers)
OR

First 3x5 ad – $445 (runs in all four papers)

Second 3x5 ad – FREE (runs in all four papers)

Ads must run in September
Rate does not apply to special sections

Or run ads in the
publication(s) of your choice:

The Commercial Review

3x7 BOGO – $273; 3x6 BOGO – $234; 3x5 BOGO – $195
The News-Gazette

3x7 BOGO – $252; 3x6 BOGO – $216; 3x5 BOGO – $180
The News Times

3x7 BOGO – $210; 3x6 BOGO – $180; 3x5 BOGO – $150
The News and Sun 

3x7 BOGO – $210; 3x6 BOGO – $180; 3x5 BOGO – $150

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com
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Sports
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Jay County football meets
up with New Castle today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Surprise celebration
Jay County High School’s Lani Muhlenkamp (8) gets swarmed by teammates Brenna

Bailey (libero), Paisley Fugiett (7) and Kayla Jetmore (6) after her pass over the net during a
scramble resulted in the final kill of the third set for a 25-17 win over Winchester. The Patriots
walked away with the 25-17, 20-25, 25-17, 25-10 victory Tuesday over the Golden Falcons.

The Patriots can see a pair of  new
opponents in the spring sports sec-
tionals.

The IHSAA released the new
baseball and softball sectional
alignments for the 2025 and 2026
seasons on Tuesday.

The Jay County High School
baseball and softball teams will
both remain in Class 3A Sectional
24. Staying with them are Delta,
New Castle and Yorktown.

Both sectionals now mirror each
other with the same six teams after

some shake up in the final two
spots.

After two years in Sectional 24,
Centerville got swapped out of  both
sports and replaced by Con-
norsville. The Bulldogs never made
it out of  the opening round for base-
ball over the past two seasons,
while they fell in the semifinal
(both times to Yorktown) in softball.

After an announcement earlier
this year that saw the Hamilton
Heights Huskies removed from the
basketball sectional, they will join

in both baseball and softball. For
the baseball sectional, they just fill
in an open spot on the bracket and
replace Mississinewa for softball.

The Indians made the sectional
championship game in 2023 before
falling to Yorktown and got taken
down by Jay County in 2024’s semi-
final game.

Hamilton Heights competed in
Sectional 24 as recently as 2022. It
claimed a sectional championship
in baseball in 2021 and softball in
2016.

By PHIL THOMPSON
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

ROSEMONT, Ill. —
When you look around
at the banks of  video
monitors and hear
officials talk of
“CROs” using a
“Hawk-Eye” system,
you might think you
had stepped into a mil-
itary mission control
room.

But the only long
bombs being watched
are of  the football
variety.

CRO is the Big Ten’s
shorthand for “collab-
orative replay offi-
cial,” and Hawk-Eye is
the software they’ll be
using to review plays
on the football field
this season — all part

of  high-tech upgrades
conference officials
showed off  Tuesday at
the Big Ten’s new
state-of-the-art replay
center at its Rosemont
headquarters.

“This is really the
marriage of  great peo-
ple and great technolo-
gy,” Commissioner
Tony Petitti said.
“This still comes
down to people having
to make decisions,
sometimes very diffi-
cult, very close deci-
sions. And our job in
this replay center is to
provide the technolo-
gy, the speed, the
looks, the ability to
make great decisions
as quickly as possi-
ble.”

See Replay page 7
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INDIANAPOLIS — Chris
Ballard was asked directly
Wednesday whether he
views himself  as being on
the hot seat heading into
his eighth season as the
Indianapolis Colts general
manager.

“I think every year you
do,” he said. “I mean, that’s
kind of  how I’m wired. But
no, (it’s) no different than
any other year.”

As the Colts prepare for
the Sept. 8 opener against
the Houston Texans, there’s
a relative sense of  confi-
dence around the Indiana
Farm Bureau Football Cen-
ter.

Indianapolis was 15
yards shy of  an AFC South
title and a playoff  home
game last season. But an
incomplete pass on fourth-
and-1 sealed a 23-19 loss
against the Texans and left
the franchise sitting out for
the third straight postsea-
son.

Ballard chose to largely
bring back the same roster
for 2024.

The only major additions
came through the draft,
with defensive end Laiatu
Latu and wide receiver
Adonai Mitchell arriving
in the first two rounds.
Both are expected to play
significant roles in Year 1.

The only other notable
newcomers to the roster
are defensive tackle Raek-
won Davis and quarterback
Joe Flacco, who were
signed in free agency this
spring and are slated as
backups, and defensive
back Samuel Womack III —
who was claimed off
waivers from the San Fran-
cisco 49ers on Wednesday
and has spent the bulk of
his career playing on spe-
cial teams.

It’s a run-it-back philoso-
phy from a general manag-

er whose system has always
been predicated on drafting
well and developing talent
from within.

This season might test
that philosophy like no
other.

The difference in the
Colts making the playoffs
for the first time since 2020
— and perhaps winning the
division for the first time
since 2014 — very well
could come down to the per-
formance of  a handful of
young home-grown players
in key positions.

It all starts, of  course,
with 22-year-old quarter-
back Anthony Richardson
— who will make just his
fifth career start in the sea-
son opener against the Tex-
ans.

Ballard reiterated his
confidence in the signal
caller and his belief  experi-
ence is the biggest obstacle
remaining to be cleared.

“The more he plays, the
more he sees, the better it’s
going to get,” Ballard said.
“… But (he’s grown with)
just his understanding of
the offense and what he
likes. That’s a big point of
this now. You want the
quarterback to have some
belief  in what he’s running
and be a little more opin-
ionated about, ‘Hey, I like —
(head coach) Shane (Ste-
ichen), I like this. (Offen-
sive coordinator) Jim Bob
(Cooter), this is something I
feel comfortable with.’ And
I think the more he plays,
the more he’ll become vocal
about that.”

The other area where
young players must mature
quickly is in the defensive
backfield.

Safety Julian Blackmon
and cornerback Kenny
Moore II are proven veter-
ans who enjoyed strong
training camps. But the
rest of  the starting lineup
will be  youngsters.

See Roster page 7
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