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Betty Wilson, 85,
Ridgeville
Sandra Shreeve, 63, Port-

land
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  77 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 45.

Tonight’s low will be in the
mid 50s. Expect mostly sunny
skies Thursday with a high in
the upper 80s. Highs will stay
in the 80s through at least
Monday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Redkey Town Council will
hold a special meeting at 6
p.m. Thursday in the park
cabin.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County cross country
meet.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS football game at
Adams Central.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Sheller tour

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Chad Fifer (right) of Fifer Services explains to city council members, including, from left, Ashley Hilfiker, Kent
McClung and Dave Golden, some of the work his company has done to improve the former Sheller-Globe south building since
he purchased it from the city. Fifer hopes to utilize the north portion of the main structure as a sawmill and rent the other
sections of the building and the outdoor space to other businesses and industries.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Chad Fifer is seeking assis-
tance to continue improving the
former Sheller-Globe south
property.

Portland City Council mem-
bers had the opportunity Mon-
day to take a look at the improve-
ments he has made so far.

During a special meeting Mon-
day at the former Sheller-Globe
south site, 510 S. Bridge St., Fifer
explained what he has done

since purchasing the property
from the city and what his plans
are for the future.

Fifer, the owner of  Fifer Serv-
ices, explained to council mem-
bers Kent McClung, Dave Gold-
en, Matt Goldsworthy, Ashley
Hilfiker and Mike Aker that his
plans for the property call for
converting the north portion of
the main structure into a
sawmill.

He hopes to rent the south por-
tion of  the main structure, as

well as another building, to
other businesses. He also plans
to work with TLS By Design, a
furniture business in the former
Sheller-Globe north site, to sup-
ply wood.

Fifer noted that the most
pressing needs for the section
that will house his sawmill are
new walls — the existing walls
have been removed — and insu-
lation as well as electrical work.

He hopes to complete
improvements to the south por-

tion of  the structure in 20,000-
foot segments — it totals about
60,000 square feet — over five or
six years.

Council members compli-
mented Fifer’s efforts thus far,
which include cleaning out the
interior of  the structures.

“Your sweat equity is huge
here,” said McClung, the coun-
cil president. “This building
was not in this shape, has not
been in this shape for decades.”

See Tour page 2

Council members take a look at property owned by
Chad Fifer ahead of deciding on EDIT loan request

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — City coun-
cil will wait two weeks
before taking action on a
proposed ordinance
change being pushed by
Indiana Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment.

Dunkirk City Council
on Monday tabled the
ordinance, which would
set new limits for grease
and chloride discharge
and increase fines for
users who exceed those
limits.

City attorney Wes
Schemenaur presented
the ordinance, saying the
proposed changes are
coming from Indiana
Department of  Environ-
mental Management
(IDEM). It would set a new
limit for grease, fats and
oils at 25 milligrams per
liter, down from the cur-
rent 100. The fee for treat-
ment of  anything over the
limit would be $2 per mil-
ligram per liter, up from
the current $1.

A limit of  221 mil-
ligrams per liter would be
set for chlorides. (There is
currently no limit.)

Lisa McIntire, assistant
superintendent of  the
city’s wastewater treat-
ment department,
explained that the city has
a limit of  340 milligrams
per liter of  chlorides com-
ing into the plant. It has
been in violation of  that
limit, leading to IDEM
pushing for the issue to be
addressed by ordinance.

Ardagh plant manager
Aaron Wine and vice pres-
ident of  environmental
compliance Richard
Tomicek asked for time to
make adjustments at its
Dunkirk glass manufac-
turing facility. They indi-
cated that it will take time
to make adjustments to
get under the new limits.

See Tables page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay County Development Cor-
poration didn’t receive funding
from the county Monday.

A motion from Jay County
Commissioner Rex Journay to
give $140,000 to JCDC for its budg-
et died for lack of  a second.

During the commissioners’
meeting Monday, JCDC executive
director Travis Richards present-
ed his board’s responses to the
commissioners’ “points” shared
in May regarding a potential con-
tract between the two entities

Richards read from a list, start-
ing with a call to decrease board
membership. 

Commissioners asked JCDC’s
board to reduce its voting mem-
bership count to nine or 11, con-
sisting of  mayors or town council
presidents from Portland and
Dunkirk, one county commis-
sioner, one county council repre-
sentative and representatives
from Bryant, Redkey, Pennville
and Salamonia. The board could
have additional non-voting mem-
bers.

Richards said the board unani-

mously does not support reduc-
ing its board membership.

“The overriding basis of  this
position is rooted in the founding
purpose of  JCDC to form a coun-
tywide coalition of  leadership
and representation from all cor-
ners and sectors of  Jay County,”
said Richards. “The purpose of
this approach to JCDC’s design
was to maintain continuity of
strategy and leadership beyond
election cycles to inform  the
county’s mission and decision-
making process. To make the
request to alterations in size and
membership violates one of  the
major purposes of  the formation
of  JCDC.”

Addressing the points at its

Aug. 26 meeting, JCDC’s board
agreed to: return unused funds
from completed projects back to
the county, with the understand-
ing that the money is for projects
and not operational funds;
approve a new lease agreement
with Portland for its office at
Community Resource Center,
which was done at the same meet-
ing; meet monthly or as needed;
require the executive director to
set yearly goals and report to
commissioners quarterly in per-
son and via email as needed; coor-
dinate better communications
between the community coordi-
nator and JCDC executive direc-
tor.

See JCDC page 5

Ardagh asks for
time to adjust
to proposed
new limits

Dunkirk
council
tables
ordinance

No funding for JCDC
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Students rally
Hundreds of students and judiciary

workers march Sunday in front of the Senate of the
Republic to protest against the judicial reform
proposed by the Mexican government in Mexico City.
Mexico’s outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador warned the Supreme Court against blocking
his controversial judicial reforms, saying it would be
a “flagrant violation” of the constitution.

Motion dies on the floor;
McGalliard recommends
waiting until January



Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Wednesday, September 11, 2024

Commitmentto
Color

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Make any ad in September color for $50

Ads must run in September
Rate does not apply to special sections

Call (260) 726-8141
or email ads@thecr.com

Betty Wilson
Aug. 19, 1939-Sept. 8, 2024

Betty Mae Wilson, age 85, of
Ridgeville passed away on Sun-
day evening, Sept. 8, 2024, at IU
Health Jay in Portland. 

She was born in Randolph
County on Aug. 19, 1939, to Mer-
ritt and Marjorie O. (Thomas)
Fields. She graduated from Gov.
I.P. Gray High School in 1957. She
married Lloyd L. Wilson in 1957
and he passed away in 2000. Betty
was retired from Randolph Cen-

tral School Corpo-
ration as a bus
driver for 31 years.

Surviving is a
daughter, Lisa M.
Davis (husband:
Jeff) of  Albany; a
son, Lloyd L. Wil-
son II (special
friend: Beckie
Schafer) of  Ridgeville; four
grandchildren, Dusty Bowlan of
Ridgeville, Kortney Bowlan
(wife: Sandy) of  Dunkirk, Cody
Bowlan of  Albany and Shane

Bowlan of  Albany; three great-
grandchildren, Coltin Bowlan,
Kenaan Bowlan and Kathryn
Bowlan; three sisters, Beverly
Nuckols (Mack), Berniece Upp
(Bill) and Bonnie Jones (Ken-
neth); and several nieces and
nephews. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband and parents; sister
Barbara Dull; brothers Brian
Eugene Fields and Duane Fields;
son-in-law Gary Vore; daughter-
in-law Jana Wilson; and brother-
in-law Mack Nuckols.

Funeral services will be Fri-
day, Sept. 13, 2024, at 1 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Sharon Taylor pre-
siding. Burial will follow in the
Weimer Cemetery. Visitation will
be Friday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Memorials can be made to Jay
Randolph Developmental Servic-
es.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Sandra “Sandy” Shreeve, Port-
land, Aug. 17, 1961-Sept. 8, 2024.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day at Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Wilson

Continued from page 1
Fifer has also cleaned up the

exterior property, specifically on
the west side of  the building and
connecting to Seventh Street to the
south. He has removed fencing,
trees and brush from the area and
hopes to be able to rent that space
as well. (He has installed a retain-
ing wall to maximize space.)

Fifer is seeking a $309,372 eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) loan from the city — he’s
requesting that it be made 75% for-
givable — to assist with improve-
ments to the property. He estimates
that will be about 24% of  the $1.31-
million first phase of  his plans for
the property. (The bulk of  that cost

has come from cleaning up the
property that sat vacant for
decades.)

The city’s EDIT advisory com-
mittee recently reviewed his
request, but held off  on a recom-
mendation to allow members to
tour the facility. The EDIT advisory
committee will meet again to vote
on a recommendation on the
request, which will then move to
city council for final approval.

Thinking out loud about the
EDIT loan request, McClung noted
that this is not the first time the
city has attempted to sell the struc-
ture for business development.
None of  the previous efforts have
seen the kind of  progress Fifer has

made thus far.
“So to finally get momentum

going here … what’s it worth?”
McClung said.

“You’ve taken on a lot that’s sat
empty for decades,” he added. “The
amount of  work you’ve done … I
have no doubt that this is going to
get done. …”

The city agreed in September
2022 to sell the property to Fifer for
$50,000. The sale did not close until
early this year as the city contin-
ued to work through environmen-
tal issues. (The city has agreed to
follow through on mitigating any
known environmental issues but
will not be responsible for anything
that comes up in the future.)

Sheller ...

Continued from page 1
“We’re doing a whole

bunch of  work to make the
systems better right now,
but it’s going to be difficult
for us, day one when you
turn those amendments on,
we’re not going to comply
until we can evaluate the
situation,” said Tomicek.

He said the use of  salt —
it leads to the chloride dis-
charge — has already been
reduced by about 400
pounds per day.

Steven Gillette, waste-
water department superin-
tendent, said the city has
been in communication
with Ardagh for about the
past year and a half  in an
effort to get the issue under
control.

“We’re at the point now
with IDEM where we don’t
have any choice,” he said.
“They’re going to start slap-
ping us with fines.”

Mayor Jack Robbins

and council members
expressed a desire to con-
tinue to work with
Ardagh to get the issue
under control.

Wine noted that more
than half  of  the facility
will be shut down in early
October as part of  an
upgrade project. 

Dan Watson suggested
tabling the ordinance for
two weeks to allow council
members to review it. (He
said he did not receive a
copy before the meeting.)
Council members Jesse
Bivens, Christy Curts,
Donna Revolt, Randy Mur-
phy and Watson voted
unanimously to table the
issue, though McIntire
offered a note of  caution.

“They’re wanting it in
our ordinance,” she said
of  IDEM. “It’s not if  we
want it. They want it.”

Bivens asked Ardagh
representatives to stay in

touch with Gillette and
McIntire regarding the
progress of  reducing dis-
charge.

Council members Jesse
Bivens, Christy Curts, Dan
Watson, Donna Revolt and
Randy Murphy approved
the 2025 salary ordinance
based on numbers they
settled on at their last
meeting, with the excep-
tion of  a change for fire-
fighters.

The council agreed to
5% raises for street, water
and wastewater employ-
ees, police department
staff, clerk’s office employ-
ees, park employees coun-
cil members and the
mayor, a 9% increase for
the clerk-treasurer and
10% raises for the street,
water and wastewater
department superintend-
ents, the pool manager and
the city attorney.

The update for firefight-

ers Monday set their pay
at an hourly rate for 2025.
The department was shift-
ed to salary following a
federal change to over-
time exempt rules that
went into effect on July 1.
Clerk-treasurer Kara
Lowe explained that she
and fire chief  Robert
Fields had determined it
will be more cost-effective
to shift back to hourly
rates when the overtime
exempt threshold increas-
es again on Jan. 1.

In other business, coun-
cil

•Approved a $1,650 con-
tract with Marcum Main-
tenance and Remodeling
for work on the office at
Dunkirk City Pool.

•Agreed to provide a
$550 sponsorship for
Secret Families Christmas
Charity of  Jay County.

•OK’d payment of
claims totaling $192,724.61.

Tables ...

Lost control
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after a Portland teen lost
control of  the vehicle he
was driving along Treaty
Line Road, causing an acci-
dent about 11:20 p.m. Fri-
day.

James A. Lautzenheiser
Jr., 14, was driving a 2011
Ford Explorer at a high
rate of  speed northeast on

the road just east of  county
road 400 East when the car
lost traction with the road.
The vehicle went into a
ditch on the southeast side
of  the road and into a tree
before spinning 180
degrees.

Lautzenheiser’s passen-
ger, 15-year-old James H.
Pritchard of  Portland,
complained of  head pain.

The vehicle is registered

to Gary D. Clark of  Port-
land, and it was towed.

Sign hit
A Portland man crashed

into a stop sign at the inter-
section of  Meridian and
Penn streets in Portland
about 3:14 p.m. Thursday.

Larry Nelson, 45, was
driving his 2019 Chevrolet
Camaro east on Penn
Street. He told police a 2019

Ford Fusion, driven by 60-
year-old Jackie Alig of
Portland, was driving west
in his lane and about to
crash into him. Nelson told
police he swerved out of
the way and struck a stop
sign.

Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.
Alig was cited with an
infraction for driving on
the wrong side of  the road.

Capsule Reports

Dealing drugs
Two people were sentenced to

prison for dealing drugs.
Nicole R. Stone, 33, pleaded

guilty to dealing methampheta-
mine, a Level 3 felony. 

Her charge was lessened from a
Level 2 felony. She was sentenced
to 12 years in Indiana Department
of  Correction and given credit for
time served. Stone was assessed
$189 in court costs and ordered to

pay a $200 drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee.
She was recommended for pur-
poseful incarceration, meaning
upon completion of  a substance
abuse treatment program the court
would consider modifying her sen-
tence. As a part of  her plea agree-
ment, the following charges were
dismissed: a Level 4 felony for deal-
ing a narcotic drug, a Level 5
felony for neglect of  a dependent, a

Level 6 felony for maintaining a
common nuisance, a Level 6 felony
for unlawful possession of  a
syringe, a Class B misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia.

Cody A. Brenner, 33, 317 E. North
St., Dunkirk, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to dealing in a nar-
cotic drug, a Level 5 felony. 

See page 5

Felony court news

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.51
Sept. corn ................3.55
Wheat ......................4.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.60
Oct./Nov. corn ........3.60
Dec. corn ..................3.85

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.57
Sept. corn ................3.57
Beans........................9.55

Sept. beans ..............9.55
Wheat ...................... 5.23

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.51
Sept. corn ................3.57
Beans........................9.52
Sept. beans ..............9.52
Wheat ......................5.03

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.41
Oct. corn ..................3.41
Beans........................9.29
Oct. beans ................9.67
Wheat ......................4.94

Lotteries

CR almanac

87/62 80/62 82/63 82/62 82/57
Thursday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a high in
the mid to
upper 80s.

Monday
has a chance
of showers.
Otherwise,
partly sunny
with a high
near 82.

There’s a
chance of
rain Sunday.
Otherwise,
mostly sunny.

There’s a
slight chance
of showers Fri-
day, when the
high will be in
the low 80s.

Another
chance of
showers Satur-
day, when the
low may hit the
low 60s.

Thursday
9/12

Friday
9/13

Saturday
9/14

Sunday
9/15

Monday
9/16

Powerball
Monday
1-16-21-47-60
Power Ball: 5
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$134 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$800 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-5-7
Daily Four: 0-1-3-8
Quick Draw: 2-17-20-

27-28-33-35-37-41-46-54-57-
62-63-64-67-68-70-71-74

Evening
Daily Three: 1-2-5

Daily Four: 2-0-9-2
Quick Draw: 2-3-4-5-20-

25-28-30-31-33-39-40-46-52-
54-55-61-63-73-78

Cash 5: 5-6-8-16-21
Estimated jackpot:

$425,000 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-0-5
Pick 4: 9-7-5-2
Pick 5: 3-0-6-3-9
Evening
Pick 3: 3-0-2
Pick 4: 9-8-1-4
Pick 5: 1-6-4-3-7
Rolling Cash: 3-7-9-23-

37
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

In 1941, construction
started on the Pentagon
in Virginia. The build-
ing serves as the United
States Department of
Defense headquarters.
In 1967, “The Carol

Burnett Show” debuted
on CBS. The comedy
show became a regular
program each Saturday
night for years, lasting
11 seasons.
In 2008, a fire broke

out in the Channel Tun-
nel connecting England
and France, leading offi-
cials to close the “Chun-
nel”  until the following
year.
In 2011, an American

Airlines Boeing 767
crashed into the north
tower of  the World Trade
Center in New York City.
A second plane crashed
into the south tower less
than 20 minutes later,
and another plane
crashed into the west
side of  the Pentagon mil-
itary headquarters in
Washington, D.C. A
fourth plane —  the pas-
sengers fought the
hijackers to gain control
— crashed into a field in
Pennsylvania. The infa-
mous attack by terrorist
group Al-Qaeda  led to
the war on terrorism.

— The CR

Today
1 p.m. — Jay County

Sheriff ’s Merit Board,
training room, sheriff ’s
office, 224 W. Water St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council special meeting,
park cabin, 50 Mooney St.

Monday
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Sept. 18
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation,
municipal airport, 661 W.
100 North.



DEAR ABBY: A close male
friend, “Will,” ended our
friendship without warning. I
didn’t know he had such strong
feelings about my current
arrangement. I have been dat-
ing a married man, “Bart,”
whose wife suggested he get
himself  a girlfriend if  he want-
ed sex/intimacy/companion-
ship. She also told him she
would “never want to sleep
with him again.” It has been 10
years since they were last inti-
mate or even shared a bed.
They don’t live together; Bart
lives in his guest house. They
share a son, which is why he
doesn’t want to leave.

As a parent, I understand.
It’s why I stayed in my own
marriage for so long. The cir-
cumstances are less than ideal

and something I never thought
I’d be a part of, but I haven’t felt
this wonderful in years. My ex-
husband and I were never this
compatible. When I’m with
Bart, it’s magical, and I believe
it’s mutual. 

For this choice of  mine, Will
has severed our friendship. He
did it via text. I’d told him
about it two weeks earlier, and
he advised me to be careful. He
called Bart and me “cheaters,”
but it’s not exactly like that.

I’m deeply hurt over this loss. I
want to know if  Will is in the
wrong or if  I am. — NO
CHEATER IN ARIZONA
DEAR NO CHEATER: Does
who is “right or wrong” mat-
ter at this point? Your friend
Will does not approve of
your affair with Bart
because of  his marital status
and has chosen to distance
himself. That’s his privilege.
You made an adult decision
to engage in this relation-
ship, and it has cost you a
friend. Live your life, but
don’t be shocked if  others
also feel the way Will does. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’ve been dat-

ing a wonderful guy for the last
six months. Our relationship is
great, but he has an ex who is

much younger than us (a 16-
year age gap). He started seeing
her while she was pregnant by
someone else. He stayed with
her until the baby was 3, but,
given the circumstances, he
continues to get the baby for
weekends, etc. He is not on the
birth certificate, but the baby
knows only him as her dad. 

My problem is the ex. She
constantly calls or texts him
for money or to say she bought
things for the little girl. She
has called him to come over to
hang out, and, most recently,
asked him to co-sign for a new
car for her. 

I’m not OK with the lack of
boundaries, and I have said so.
He hears me and has told her
several times to back off, but
she doesn’t listen. It’s causing

arguments between us. The
child isn’t his actual child, but
that fact obviously isn’t chang-
ing anything. Should I walk
away? — THIRD WHEEL IN
THE EAST
DEAR THIRD WHEEL:
Your boyfriend is clearly
attached to the little girl.
You can’t change that, nor
should you try. That said, he
is still with you in spite of
the fact that his ex may be
trying to get him (and his
financial support) back.
Whether you should grit
your teeth and tolerate it
isn’t something I can
answer. Your boyfriend can,
however, and whether you
should walk away is a ques-
tion you should be asking
him.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for

Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for

friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5 p.m. the second Thurs-
day of  the month at Pizza
Hut in Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,

228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY POST 211
— Will meet at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12, at 211 W.
Walnut St., Portland. All
Auxiliary members are
welcome.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7 p.m.
the second Thursday of
each month at Jay Commu-
nity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Our fall home impr   rovement special section will be distr will be distributed in

P R I N T I N G

.crcchrL.C

e f

N E W S P A P E R S

Our fall home improvement special section will be distributed in
The Commercial Review (Portland), The News-Gazette (Winchester),

The News Times (Hartford City) and The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

Spac  for cor color ads is limited
and will be

on a �rst-come, �rst-serve basis.
Deadline is Sept. 10

Contact Lindsey at
oo raan@thecrr.coom

or (260) 726-8141

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Woman’s unorthodox romance has consequence

Wendelin benefit
Wendelin Sports Club recently hosted a

poker run to benefit the Center for Neurological
Development in Burkettsville, Ohio. A total of 93
people supported the center, drawing in approximately
$31,311 for the benefit.

Photo provided
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Sept. 9,
2004. Jack wrote of  the greatness
of  a generation. I would argue
there was greatness in that next
generation, the individuals in
the room remembering Cather-
ine Meeker and her peers. There
is the potential for greatness in
each generation, just waiting to
be inspired.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

What was it about that gener-
ation? What made them so spe-
cial?

Mary Meeker and I were
standing in the kitchen of  her
parents’ house in Portland. A
few hours earlier, her mother,
Catherine, had been laid to rest
at Green Park Cemetery. About
a year and a half  ago, her father
— the inimitable, colorful,

sometimes outrageous J. Gor-
don Meeker — was buried as
well.

I’ve long believed that you’re
not really a grown-up until both
your parents are gone. No mat-
ter how old you are, you wake
up to a different day after their
passing.

And when you are dealing
with such rich personalities as
Catherine and J. Gordon, the
void left behind is enormous.

Inevitably, the talk in the

kitchen turned to our parents’
generation, the one dubbed by
Tom Brokaw as the greatest of
them all.

What, Mary wondered aloud,
made that generation so differ-
ent?

The privations of  the Great
Depression, the challenge of
World War II, the thrust of
America onto the world’s cen-
ter stage, and the can-do confi-
dence that came with victory at
the war’s end were all cited in
that kitchen conversation. And
those were probably the best
answers anyone can come up
with.

But then Mary asked a differ-
ent question: What was it about
those particular people that
translated post-World War II
confidence of  the 1950s into so
many good things in the com-

munity? The Portland Founda-
tion, the United Way of  Jay
County, Jay-Randolph Develop-
mental Services, and on and on.

Not every community was so
fortunate. After all, the Port-
land Foundation was only the
second one established in the
state of  Indiana; only the Indi-
anapolis Foundation pre-dates
it.

My answer surprised her.
“Angie Wilson,” I said.
It was more than a guess than

a theory.
But Miss Wilson had been a

teacher in Jay County and at
what was then Ball State Teach-
ers College.

My father passed through her
Portland classroom. So, I
believe, did Lee G. Hall, John J.
Jaqua Sr., J. Gordon Meeker,
Mary (Easterday) Young, W.

Haynes Starbuck, and probably
a dozen other figures who
shaped and re-shaped this com-
munity with their lives and
their leadership.

Miss Wilson, my father told
me, was the sort of  teacher who
would interrupt her lessons to
alert her students to a new bird
out the window, interrupting
the textbook so she could teach
directly from nature.

Her greatest lesson was one
of  the simplest: Stewardship.

Her students learned the
importance of  leaving the
world a better place than you
found it.

And on a sunny afternoon of
reminiscences, the generation
which followed was both proud
and humbled by how well the
lesson had been learned by
those who went before us.

Teacher shared stewardship lesson

Boston Herald
Tribune News Service

The Biden-Harris
administration is many
things, but steadfast on
policy isn’t one of  them.

When President Joe
Biden ran in 2020, he
caved to the Bernie Bros
and let Sen. Bernie
Sanders “Unity Task
Force” influence his cli-
mate change agenda. Fos-
sil fuels bad, pipelines
must go, and green was
the order of  the day.

Vice President Kamala
Harris was on board, until
she stepped into the Demo-
cratic presidential nomi-
nee spotlight and realized
she had swing states to
win. Hence her about-face
on fracking, (a method of
extracting oil and gas
from rocks by injecting a
blend of  water, sand and
chemicals). She said this
in 2019: “There’s no ques-
tion I’m in favor of  ban-
ning fracking,” according
to The Hill.

But that was before Har-
ris had to duke it out with
Donald Trump for swing
states. And Pennsylvania,
a state in which fracking
is a hot topic, is one such
election prize.

How does she explain
her big switch? 

“What I have seen is
that we can grow and we
can increase a thriving
clean energy economy
without banning frack-
ing,” Harris said in a CNN
interview.

If  clean energy and oil
production can exist side
by side, then why all the
fuss about pipelines and
exports? Well, that policy
is “evolving” too.

On Tuesday, the Biden
administration granted a
gas export terminal the
authority to ship fuel
abroad after a court
blocked its efforts to delay
such permissions.

Biden and Co.
announced earlier this
year that it would pause
new approvals for liqui-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exports, but that pause
was halted in court in
July, The Hill reported.

The gas comes from the
U.S. It will be transported
to Mexico and later to
other countries.

The pause on the gas
shipment was a win for
progressives, and the
reversal is not being taken
well.

“The Department of
Energy’s decision to
approve the New Fortress
LNG Terminal is deeply
concerning,” said Allie
Rosenbluth, U.S. program
manager at advocacy
group Oil Change Interna-

tional, in a written state-
ment.

“By doing so, it has bro-
ken its own commitment to
pause LNG export authori-
zations — a commitment
made out of  recognition
that its current guidance
doesn’t adequately consid-
er the risks LNG exports
pose to the climate, envi-
ronment, and public health
and safety,” Rosenbluth
said.

The move does recog-
nize, however, that Harris
can’t be seen as a lone flip-
flopping wolf. If  fracking is
suddenly part of  a clean
energy future, then Biden
must bolster that stance
with a nod to exports.

It’s a risky move. Will
this alienate progressive
voters? Or can Harris
count on the furor over
abortion rights to provide
enough wind for her sails?

A big question for voters,
especially those who view
Harris’s “new” policies
with approval is this: can
she be trusted to stay the
course should she win on
Election Day? Will her new-
found enthusiasm for
fracking and cheaper oil
and gas evaporate once
Pennsylvania has decided?
And will the return of  gas
exports continue, or be rel-
egated to the “fossil fuels
bad” pile after Inaugura-
tion Day?

Cynics have long said
that voters shouldn’t take
politicians at their word.
In this election, however,
the “word” changes as rap-
idly as New England
weather.

Democrats have
flipped fuel stance

By MELANIE WRIGHT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana has long struggled to
identify authentic education
issues and seek problem-solving
initiatives that define and assist in
these measures. For two decades,
we have been pulled between pub-
lic, charter and private vouchers
that has left educational policy
falling flat. This philosophical dis-
agreement has so escalated, that it
drowns out the necessary ability
to truly explore the needs in our
school systems. We must get this
right, do what is best for students
and advance our profession, by
having dedicated discussions
where stakeholders’ voices are
regularly heard and heeded.

Each year, the General Assembly
enters into session after the New
Year at which time, bills may be
filed to address any number of
issues. In education policy, ideas
are lumped together into legisla-
tion titled “Education Matters” or
“Various Education Matters” and
often contain unrelated issues that
should not be placed together in a
bill due to controversy or not
being related within the educa-
tional environment.

A few examples include, but are
certainly not limited to the follow-
ing: expanding pre-K availability
while expanding K-12 voucher
access, assessment flexibility with
the US Department of  Education
and contract for adjunct educators
and high school diploma require-
ments and teacher compensation.
Separating these ideas would have
a profound difference on education
bills as each one would be evaluat-
ed according to individual merit
and feasibility.

Voucher expansion, adjunct edu-
cators and teacher compensation
have been controversial topics that
are often tucked within other bills.
Discussing and voting on these

measures as stand-alone bills
would increase transparency,
while alleviating the ability of  leg-
islators to have cover on con-
tentious issues if  embedded with-
in another solid bill.

Meaningful dialogue with educa-
tion experts: superintendents,
administrators and educators is
essential to identifying issues that
should be addressed in schools.
Fewer debates and forums occur
during the election process. Once
elected officials are established,
they are hesitant to meet with edu-
cators due to contentious bill poli-
cy. Bills tend to be passed in Indi-
ana before input is sought. When
the Indiana State Board of  Educa-
tion attempts to implement policy,
stakeholders testify with con-
cerns. By no longer having an
elected Superintendent of  Public
Instruction, the Department of
Education struggles to find neu-
trality while navigating proposed
legislation and what will truly
benefit our students.

The Science of  Reading was
recently passed as a method to
ensure that Indiana students could
be kept on grade level. After a
drastic and last-minute strategy, it
was set to roll out this past sum-
mer. Without input from stake-
holders, the various course offer-
ings were put into place. Many
educators had to readjust summer
plans to acquire the training, some
needed to complete the training
for financial and/or licensure
opportunities and some were so
frustrated by this that they opted

to wait and see if  it would change,
as education policy does so often. 

Simple conversations within
House and Senate districts could
have prevented such turmoil.
Instead, schools are once again
greeted with the implementation
of  new laws, but very little guid-
ance on how to achieve such. 

The change in the high school
diploma requirements is yet
another example of  the backward
approach to leadership. After
requirements were rolled out,
many stakeholders actively testi-
fied for the State Board of  Educa-
tion, explaining the very concern-
ing ways we would not meet the
needs of  our students.

Students should rightfully
expect to attend a four-year high
school and be eligible to attend a
state university. Again, many
changes occurred because educa-
tors brought real concerns to the
table and have subsequently
caused another draft of  the pro-
posed changes to occur. 

Basic communication skills are
missing between our legislators
and constituents.

When we focus on these skills,
we will be better apt to define edu-
cational issues and decide on
strategies to implement solutions.
If  we want a model of  excellence
and a future that is attainable for
students, we must be willing to
have these difficult conversations
before legislation is passed. How
we are implementing education
policy in Indiana is not efficient.
We must do better for our stu-
dents!

••••••••••
Wright is a member of  AFT Indi-

ana and a veteran teacher with
Anderson Community Schools.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Policy is lacking collaboration
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Continued from page 8
“I’ve been spending three to four

hours on the range the day before to
work on anything I need to improve
on,” Towell said. “A lot of  repeating
hits and fixing things.”

Towell only had three holes, where
she shot worse than a bogey.

Her best stretch came between
holes No. 3-7. She made bogey four
times, spaced out only by a par on the
230-yard, par-4 No. 6 hole.

Her drive left the ball 25 yards short
of  the green, but a chip landed her
where a bunker normally would be.
Her second chip put her on the green

12 feet away from the cup, but a good
put broke right to fall in for par.

Maddy Snow tied Towell at 48
strokes, the best score for Jay County
(1-7). Snow had a slow start to the
round, but finished strong with
bogeys on the ninth and first hole
before finishing with two pars on the
second and third.

Monroe Central senior Maleigh
Ervin ran away with match medalist
honors as she shot a 42 to propel her
team to victory.

The final score for the Patriots
came from Brooklynn Bright with a
55. The sophomore’s best stretch

included two bogeys on holes No. 7
and 8 and a par on the ninth.

A career-best 64 strokes from
Jaycee Rowles didn’t impact the final
tally.

Now that the Patriots have proved
they can graze the low 200s, Allred is
hoping they will strive for that mov-
ing forward.

“I think once the girls see that
score, it’s a mental game,” Allred
said. “Now they see it and know they
can achieve it. Even though, we may
have lost, by far this is the best match
and I hope that their mental attitude
will get them to do it tomorrow.”

Lows ...
The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Continued from page 1
Richards said the following

points have been resolved:
amending bylaws to reflect any
new changes, which he said are
not required by the current pro-
posal; JCDC leading the manufac-
turing sector and the community
coordinator to lead the business
section, saying they will work
together as needed to serve sec-
tors; divulging confidential infor-
mation obtained by the executive
director to a council and commis-
sioner representative as needed
for potential projects, with
Richards saying JCDC will dis-
cuss infrastructure requirements
as needed; the JCDC executive
director explaining once annual-
ly the benefit package that the
executive director and assistant
director receive, with Richards
explaining JCDC will continue to
provide monthly financial
reports and answer related ques-
tions.

He said the board did not
address the point declaring the
JCDC executive director to be the
head local economic development
official for the county with the
community coordinator as the
assistant, saying the assistant
position is not a defined role and
not required.

Commissioners president
Chad Aker noted a major point
for commissioners is reducing
the board’s number of  members.
He said in the past decade, JCDC
has been given more than $2 mil-
lion in county dollars, and he
argued it hasn’t proposed signifi-

cant economic development proj-
ects or adequately addressed eco-
nomic development needs.

“I’m getting constantly bom-
barded from people wondering,
‘What are they doing? What are
they doing?’” he said. “We contin-
ue to decline in income … popula-
tion.”

Aker said commissioners
reached out to East Central Indi-
ana Regional Planning District to
address making a change and
wanted the group to work with
JCDC. He accused the board of
being “standoffish” to the idea of
working with East Central Indi-
ana Regional Planning District as
a team.

He also said JCDC board mem-
bers don’t have a financial stake
in county decisions and accused
board members of  attacking
opposing viewpoints at their
meetings, with Richards later
refuting both comments.

Commissioner Brian McGal-
liard said “it has been a fight”
with JCDC to make change hap-
pen.

Journay shared a different per-
spective.

“We have made it very difficult
to work with JCDC in the fact of
what we’ve done here in the last
three years and continue to make
it difficult to work with them,
who will then work with us,” he
said. “I don’t see that as
progress.”

McGalliard pointed to a deci-
sion made last week by Jay Coun-
ty Council to allocate no specific
funding in the local income tax

economic development portion of
the county’s 2025 budget. (Com-
missioners will need to approach
the council in 2025 to request
additional appropriations.) He
also referenced comments made
by JCDC board member Josh
Atkinson in August suggesting
JCDC wait until January to
address a potential contract with
the new group of  commissioners.
(McGalliard and Journay’s terms
are up in December.)

“I’m fine with that,” said
McGalliard. “If  the new commis-
sioners want to continue down
the same path we’ve been going
for the last 20, 30 years, that’s on
them, not me.”

He recommended JCDC wait to
approach commissioners in Jan-
uary for funding.

Commissioners, board presi-
dent Angela Paxson and Richards
went back and forth in discussion
for a few minutes. Aker con-
firmed to Richards he wouldn’t
move forward with a contract or
funding for JCDC until the board
agrees to a reduction in its mem-
bership.

Journay made a motion to
approve $140,000 for JCDC’s budg-
et for the current year. His motion
died on the floor. 

Aker then recommended
JCDC’s board meet again and
reconsider “option number one.”

“And if  we don’t?” asked
Richards.

McGalliard noted the county
will have two new commissioners
in January.

In other business Monday,

commissioners OK’d dispersing
the remaining inventory from
volunteer emergency unit Res-
cue 19. Plans are to offer the
equipment to Jay County fire
departments.

Commissioners have been dis-
cussing disbanding Rescue 19,
noting a lack of  participation in
recent years. County attorney
Wes Schemenaur said commis-
sioners will likely need to repeal
the ordinance that established
Rescue 19. (The volunteer serv-
ice has been in existence since
1965, according to retired found-
ing member Jim Bruner.)
Schemenaur said he would pre-
pare the document for commis-
sioners.

Also, commissioners approved
a request from highway superin-
tendent Bob Howell to purchase
and install a fuel management
system on the department’s gas
and diesel tanks. Estimated at
$19,869 to install with an addi-
tional $900 subscription cost
annually, the system should help
to track fuel usage and eliminate
fuel loss. (The system had origi-
nally been considered when offi-
cials installed new above-ground
tanks at the highway depart-
ment in past years but was cut to
save money.)

In other business, commis-
sioners:

•Held a public hearing for and
approved raising tax rates to
$3.50 an acre and $35 a plot for
the following watersheds:
Brooks Creek, AB Butcher, Fos-
kul, Lowell Grissell, Ross and

Days Creek, J Thornburg and
WS Manor. A few residents with
properties in the area shared
concerns about the increasing
rate, with surveyor Brad Daniels
explaining the watersheds are in
deficit spending.

•Approved the following: pay-
ing $184,900 — it’s subject to
approval from Jay County Coun-
cil — out of  the 2025 budget for
outfitting a chassis and adding a
new asphalt distributor tank to
the vehicle be used for road
resurfacing by Jay County High-
way Department; a quarterly
claim from Lifestream Services;
a $20,000 grant application from
Jay County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency for the Indiana
Department of  Homeland Secu-
rity’s Hazardous Materials
Emergency Preparedness grant;
adding additional employees as
authorized users on Jay County
Purdue Extension Office’s credit
card.

•OK’d Jay County Highway
Department to trade in a 2016
Dodge and purchase a 2024 Ford
pickup truck from Hunter Ford
of  Marion for $37,845.

•Agreed to seek three-year
farming leases for three rural
properties owned by the county
and inform Chris Muhlenkamp
that the county will not be
renewing its farming lease for its
68 acres on the western edge of
Portland. (Commissioners are
waiting to hear back on whether
the county will receive addition-
al funding to go toward a hous-
ing project on the land.)

JCDC ...

Continued from page 1
He was sentenced to five

years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction with
two years suspended and
given credit for time
served. Brenner was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. He was recom-
mended for purposeful
incarceration, meaning
upon completion of  a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program the court would
consider modifying his
sentence. Brenner’s
charge was lessened from
a Level 4 felony. As part of
his plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug
and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of
paraphernalia were dis-
missed.

Common nuisance
Two Jay County resi-

dents were sentenced to
serve time for maintain-
ing a common nuisance.

Cody A. Barker, 35, 706 S

Mooney St., Redkey,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to the Level 6
felony. He was sentenced
to six months in Indiana
Department of  Correc-
tion and given credit for
time served. Barker was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia
was dismissed.

Oryan J. Cochran, 40,
5357 E. 300 North, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to the
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 180 days in Jay
County Jail and given two
days credit for time
served. Cochran was
fined $25 and assessed
$189 in court costs. As
part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
possession of  metham-
phetamine and a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia
were dismissed.

Domestic battery
Two people were

arrested over the week-
end for domestic battery.

Bradley J. Kinzie, 47,
505 S. Elm St., Montpe-
lier, was arrested Satur-
day for domestic battery,
a Level 6 felony. Kinzie
was being held on a

$3,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Gregory A. Cash, 58, 7633
W. Division Road, was
arrested Friday. Cash is
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 5 felony
for domestic battery. He
was released on a $10,000
bond from Jay County Jail.

Felony arrests

Felony courts

Jay County High
School sophomore Erin
Aker chips onto the
eighth green at Hickory
Hills Golf Club on
Monday’s 195-202 loss
to Monroe Central. Aker
shot a career-best 51,
shaving off seven
strokes.



STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

$1,000 OFF! OFFER
ENDS SOON! WE WILL
NOT BE UNDERSOLD!
100% Financing. SR/
4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we?ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION: INSULAT-
ED METAL ROOFS
COMPLETE $4,995.00*
Siding /Windows
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141
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FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
JACUZZI BATH Remod-
el can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in as
little as one day. For a
limited time, waving ALL
installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends
8/25/24.) Call 1-866-937-
1159
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
MILITARY DISCOUNTS
SAVE HUNDREDS!!
Finally a company with
affordable prices. 800-
350-0591*
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer –
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton® PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE con-
sultation! 844-517-6414
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207
WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75432VDL or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves2546

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display

$6.95/ per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real
estate and mobile

homes. 

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE 3247 N
300 E Sep. 11th-13th,
9am-5pm. Bakeware,
Dishes, Utensils, Glass-
ware, Holiday decora-
tions, CDs, Collectables,
Fishing Reels, & More. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 14TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 3646 N 200
E 

DECATUR, IN 
VEHICLES-TRAILER-
GENERATOR-TOOLS
2008 Ford Explorer XLT,
2007 Chevy Impala LT,
2005 Continental Cargo
20ft. enclosed trailer
with ramp door, Agri-

Fab- 38 inch law sweep-
er, Delta 10 inch table
saw, Homecraft planer,
portable scaffolding, and

garden planter. 
COMMERCIAL APPLI-
ANCES-ANTIQUES-

MISCELLANEOUS Gar-
land gas stove, Hobart
dish washer, Cadco

steam table, Bunn coffe
maker, Chefmate meat
slicer, Commercial

washer & dryer, barber
chairs and dryers, grind-
ing wheel, 3 cushion

sofa and loveseat, tele-
scope, Brinks combina-
tion safe, & karaoke sys-

tem. 
OWNER: ADAMS
COUNTY COMMIS-

SIONERS
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 21TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 1136 N 550
W PORTLAND, IN 
VEHICLES-GUNS 

1967 Chevrolet Camero
(non running), 2018
Chevy Colorado quad
cab 4x4 with 32,000
miles, 1987 Chevrolet
S10, 1992 Jeep Wran-
gler, Case NF tractor,
Smith & Wesson model
22A Cal. camo with
peep sight, Ruger 57

5.78x28 cal. w/clip, Bay-
lor 12 guage side by

side, Large lot of ammo,
Reloading equipment,
Compound bows and

arrows. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS 
Drink Royal Crown Cola
Thermometer, Crank
telephone, Handmade
quilts, Pie Safe, Vintage
tricycle, Violin, Banjo,
Crocks, 5 gallon milk

cans, pull type combine,
steel wheel spreader,
Wood stoves, Rally rear

tine tiller, Go cart
frames, Yard roller,

Large lot of hardwood
lumber-oak and walnut,

Collectible coins. 
OWNER: Darry Rowles

Estate- 
Lydia Rowles Executor 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s
Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St. Portland, IN
Thursday Afternoon
September 19th, 2024

5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS 
Lazy Boy electric lift
chair, 3 cushion sofa,
vanity dresser, king size
bed, Lazy Boy leather
recliner, Webscor

stereo/record cabinet,  5
gallon crock, old eye-
glasses, Toys:  Tonka
car hauler, Tonka dump
truck, Ford Bronco,

Tonka bulldozer, Lincoln
Logs, Walt Disney

School Bus lunch pail,
McCoy vase, Fire King,
old ball gloves, and
other items not listed.
MOWER-TOOLS

Craftsman LT2000 riding
mower, Husky 1650 psi
power washer, Crafts-
man toolbox, Craftsman
12 amp edger, tree saw,
furniture clamps, cement
urns, and other items

not listed.
Auctioneers Note:

Please note we will be
running 2 rings.  Doors
will be open day of auc-

tion at 4:00 p.m.
CHARLES SANDERS,

Deceased
SHIRLEY SANDERS,
MARGARET PATTER-

SON, Deceased
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

REAL ESTATE
AUCTION

Saturday, SEPTEMBER
14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian
Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 40 NOTICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN 
DESCRIBED REAL ESTA TE

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
By virtue of a certified copy of Decree of Foreclosure to me directed
from the Clerk of the Superior Court of Allen County, Indiana, in
Cause No. 02D03-2307-MF-000225, wherein 6723 West Jefferson
Boulevard Holdings, LLC, is successor by assignment to Plaintiff,
Wilmington Trust, National Association, as Trustee for the Benefit
of the Registered Holders of JPMBB Commercial Mortgage Secu-
rities Trust 2015-C33, Commercial Mortgage Pass-Through Certifi-
cates, Series 2015-C33, and Defendants AT Jefferson Center FW IN
Owner, LLC, AT Lima Plaza FW IN Owner, LLC, AT Max FW IN
Owner, LLC, AT Pine Valley FW IN Owner, LLC, AT Portland Com-
mons IN Owner, LLC, and Non-Record Claimants and Unknown
Owners are the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as pro-
vided for in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at pub-
lic sale to the highest bidder on the 8th day of October, 2024, at the
hour of 2:00 p.m. of said day at the Allen County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, 715 S. Calhoun St., Suite 101, Fort Wayne, IN 46802, the fee sim-
ple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF OUT LOT 8
IN THE WOODLAWN PARI( ADDITION TO THE CITY OF
PORTLAND, INDIANA; THENCE AT A POINT WHERE THE
WEST LINE OF HICKORY ALLEY INTERSECTS THE NORTH
LINE OF NORTH STREET; THENCE WEST ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID NORTH STREET A DISTANCE OF
204.00 FEET TO AN IRON PIN FOR THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST (ASSUMED BEARING) ALONG THE NORTH
LINE OF NORTH STREET A DISTANCE OF 345.50 FEET TO
AN IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 10
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 413.40 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN ON THE SOUTH LINE OF VOTAW STREET; THENCE
NORTH 89 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG
THE SOUTH LINE OF VOTAW STREET A DISTANCE OF 314.50
FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12
MINUTES 10 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 206.70 FEET TO
AN IRON PIN; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 00
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 31.00 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 10 SECONDS
EAST A DISTANCE OF 206.70 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING.
Parcel Nos. 38-07-20-201-001.000-034 and 38-07-20-201-025.000-034.

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
All sales are subject to any first and prior liens, taxes and assess-
ments legally levied and assessed thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor
the Plaintiff in this case warrants either expressly or impliedly any
title, location or legal description of any real estate sold at the sale.
Any prospective bidder should obtain their own title evidence be-
fore making any bid on any properties subject to this sale.

Sheriff of Allen County
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Jared C. Helge, Esq.

Rothberg Logan & Warsco LLP
505 E. Washington Blvd.

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
(260) 422-9454  

CR 8-28,9-4,11-2024HSPAXLP-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that the
Board of Commissioners of Jay
County, Indiana will receive
sealed bids until 4:00 p.m. on
September 20, 2024 for the sale
of the following surplus equip-
ment:

2008 Ford F-150 Supercrew;
AS IS

Pre-bid inspection of the prop-
erty may be had by appoint-
ment only. Please call the Jay
County Highway Department at
260-726-8701 to schedule an ap-
pointment for inspection.   
Sealed bids should be submit-
ted to the Auditor’s Office at 120
N Court St. Ste 202, Portland, IN
47371. Bids will be opened on
September 23, 2024 at 9:15 am at
the Commissioner’s Meeting
held at the Jay County Court-
house Auditorium, Portland, In-
diana. Sale of the vehicles will
be to the highest responsible
bid in excess of $500. Buyer is
responsible for removal of the
truck within ten (10) days of
award of bid.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR 9-4,11-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NO. 38C01-2407-MF-000013

Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Plaintiff,

vs.
John D Rector, et al.

Defendants.
NOTICE OF SUIT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO:  The Unknown heirs devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of John
D Rector, and their unknown creditors; and, the unknown executor,
administrator, or personal representative of the estate of John D.
Rector and The Unknown heirs devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of
Carolyn A. Rector, and their unknown creditors; and, the unknown
executor, administrator, or personal representative of the estate of
Carolyn A. Rector:
BE IT KNOWN, that Nationstar Mortgage LLC, the above-named
Plaintiff, by its attorney, Nicholas M. Smith, has filed in the office
of the Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court its Complaint against Defen-
dants The Unknown heirs devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of John
D Rector, and their unknown creditors; and, the unknown executor,
administrator, or personal representative of the estate of John D.
Rector and The Unknown heirs devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of
Carolyn A. Rector, and their unknown creditors; and, the unknown
executor, administrator, or personal representative of the estate of
Carolyn A. Rector, and the said Plaintiff having also filed in said
Clerk’s office the affidavit of a competent person showing that the
residence and whereabouts of the Defendants, The Unknown heirs
devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of John D Rector, and their un-
known creditors; and, the unknown executor, administrator, or per-
sonal representative of the estate of John D. Rector and The Un-
known heirs devisees, legatees, beneficiaries of Carolyn A. Rector,
and their unknown creditors; and, the unknown executor, admin-
istrator, or personal representative of the estate of Carolyn A. Rec-
tor, upon diligent inquiry are unknown, and that said cause of ac-
tion is for default on the promissory note and to foreclose a
mortgage on the following described real estate in Jay County,
State of Indiana, to wit: 
Lot Number Twenty-five (25) in South Portland, now a part of the
City of Portland, Jay County, Indiana.
commonly known as 703 South Meridian Street, Portland, IN 47371.
NOW, THEREFORE, said Defendants are hereby notified of the fil-
ing and pendency of said Complaint against them and that unless
they appear and answer or otherwise defend thereto within thirty
(30) days after the last notice of this action is published, judgment
by default may be entered against said Defendants for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.
DatedClerk, Jay Circuit Court

Nicholas M. Smith (31800-15)
Stephanie A. Reinhart (25071-06)

J. Dustin Smith (29493-06)
Chris Wiley (26936-10)
Attorneys for Plaintiff

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
P.O. Box 165028

Columbus OH  43216-5028 Telephone:  614-220-5611
Facsimile:  614-220-5613 Email:  sef-NMSmith@mdklegal.com

CR 9-4,11,18-2024HSPAXLP-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 
REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATIONS                  

Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 25th day of September,
2024 will consider the following reduction in appropriations of
the budget for the current year.

Amount
LIT- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

1112-001-30-0027 Contractual Services $140,000.00
Total $140,000.00

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days ofreceipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
CR/NS 9-11-2024 -HSPAXLP
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BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR

$350
Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Local schedule
Today      

Jay County — Jay County girls golf
vs. South Adams – 4:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Girls golf vs. Delta –

5 p.m.; Boys tennis vs. Bluffton – 5
p.m.; Boys soccer vs. Yorktown – 6
p.m.; Girls soccer at Oak Hill – 6 p.m.;
Volleyball vs. Woodlan – 6 p.m.; Junior
high cross country at Woodlan – 5:30
p.m.; Junior high volleyball at R.J. Bas-
kett – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at St.
Henry – 4:30 p.m.; Boys golf vs. St.
Henry – 4:30 p.m.; Volleyball (including
freshmen) at New Bremen – 5:30 p.m.;

Volleyball Middle school football vs. St.
Henry – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Football at Adams

Central – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football at St.

Henry – 7 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — College volleyball: Florida
at Georgia Tech (ESPN2)

7:45 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
at St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — College volleyball: Pitt at
USC (BTN); Houston at Texas (ESPN2)

9:40 p.m. — MLB: San Diego
Padres at Seattle Mariners (FS1)

Thursday
1:15 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

St. Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: Tampa Bay Rays

at Cleveland Guardians (FOX)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Arizona

State at Texas State (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing announced

The Rocket Rally for 18 holes golf
tournament is set for Sept. 29 at
Portland Golf Club with a 10 a.m. start
time. 

The tournament still has space for

up to six more teams. It costs $240
per team that includes green fees and
cart rental.

There will also be a fellowship meal
at the Greazy Pickle at 3 p.m. following
the outing.

Hole sponsorships are also
available with a minimum of $100 for
the spot.

The Rockets are also collecting
items for a Facebook Auction and raffle
prizes for the golf outing. Items need
to be donated by Sept. 20 so that the
auction can go live on Sept. 23.

To sign up a team, inquire about a
hole sponsorship or donate an item,
contact coach Randy Miller by calling
(260) 703-2003 or Sam Murdock by
calling (260) 251-5514.

Final races
The first of the final three races of

the Adams County 5K Challenge is
the Catch York Breath While You
Dash for Diabetes on Sept. 14.

The race will start at Adams
Memorial Hospital at 1100 Mercer
Avenue, Decatur. Registration will
begin at 8:30 a.m. and will cost $25,
with the race starting at 9 a.m.

The Callithumpian Canter will
follow on Sunday, Oct. 4.
Preregistration is $20 and can be
done at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

The race will begin with a $10 fun
run at 1:30 p.m. before the 5K at 2
p.m.

Turkey Trot sign-up open
Cooper Farms will be hosting its

17th annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov.
2 at the Cooper Farms Turkey
Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All
proceeds benefit EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There
will be splits at each mile of the 3.1-
mile course. There will also be chip
timing for participants operated by
Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout
the race, as well as a to-go turkey meal
at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search
for “Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on
speedy-feet.com.

Sports on tap
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Sports
Wednesday, September 11, 2024

Jay County girls golf hosts
South Adams today,
see Sports on tap

Knapke earns match medal-
ist for fifth time in 2024,

see story below

The Indians have never
won a Midwest Athletic
Conference title before.

Their match on Monday
guaranteed that will
change this year.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls golf  team
took down the St. John’s
Bluejays 191-213 at Port-
land Golf  Club to secure
at least a share of  the
MAC title with the Min-
ster Wildcats.

Olivia Knapke tied her
career best and earned
match medalist honors
for the fifth time this year
by shooting a 43.

Mallory Evers followed
with the second-best
score of  47 strokes.

Evvie Briner put up a 49
out of  the sixth position
for the Indians (11-2, 7-0
MAC). Briner tied St.
John’s leader, Faith
Cross.

Emma Will and Georgia
Wenning both provided
the final score of  52
strokes.

Eva Kahlig’s 54 didn’t
affect the final.

The junior varsity team
also won 218-246. Ella
Schoen blew the competi-
tion away with a 46.

Doubles dominate
MUNCIE — The Jay

County boys tennis team
picked up its second win
of  the year as it took
down the Muncie Central
Bearcats 4-1 on Monday.

Both doubles teams
gave up a total of  5 games.
Alex Miller and Kaden
Carpenter claimed the
No. 1 doubles match 6-2, 6-
3 over Matt Ryer and
James Sue. Meanwhile,
the No. 2 doubles contest
was claimed 6-3, 6-2 by
Blake Kahlig and Jacob
Monroe over Alex Navar-
ro-Cortez and Elijah
Phillips.

Eli Dirksen cruised to
his fourth win of  the year
at the No. 1 singles posi-
tion. He defeated Treyson
Michelini 6-1, 6-2.

Both the No. 2 and 3 sin-
gles matches came down
to a tie breaker.

Tucker Griffin pulled
out a 2-6, 7-6 (7-4), 10-7 vic-
tory over Caleb Byrn in
the No. 2 singles contest,
while Gabe Pinkerton fell
4-6, 7-6 (7-4), 10-4.

Spikers roll
FORT RECOVERY —

Fort Recovery’s volleyball
team took down the Celi-
na Bulldogs 16-25, 25-18,
25-16, 25-18 on Monday on
a big day from Karlie
Niekamp.

The senior notched 14
kills in the match to lead
the Indians (6-3). She also
had a team-high three
blocks.

Cameron Muhlenkamp
also managed double-
digit kills with 11 put
downs. She topped her
team with 19 digs as well.
Her older sister, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp, finished
with nine kills and 13
digs.

Despite only four aces
— two from Cameron
Muhlenkamp and Bridget
Homan — FRHS had a
strong day at the service
line, getting 83-of-86
attempts in the court.
Kayla Heitkamp and
Kenna Dues led the way
with 18 serves each with-
out committing an error.

Heitkamp assisted the
Indians hitters 30 times.
She also added nine digs
and three kills.

First loss
The Jay County boys

soccer team suffered its
first loss on Monday when
Allen County Athletic
Conference foe Heritage
took over for a 5-2 win.

Levi Muhlenkamp
scored both goals for the
Patriots (5-1, 1-1 ACAC).
The initial score came in
the first half  when the
senior striker got a
through ball from Aryan
Montes to tie the game at
1-1.

Muhlenkamp managed
to score in the second half
on a penalty kick in the
22nd minute.

Heritage (3-2-1 ,1-0
ACAC) struck early with
the first goal of  the match
and bounced back from
Muhlenkamp’s first score
for two more before the
intermission. It also net-
ted the final two goals.

Sai Po La led Heritage
with three goals and an
assist, while Twa Rit
found the net twice.

In his first full game in
the goal, Raif  Beiswanger
made 10 saves, while
allowing the five balls
past.

Tribe tumbles
DELPHOS, Ohio — The

Fort Recovery boys golf
team fell 163-173 to the St.
John’s Bluejays at
Delphos Country Club on
Monday.

Reece LeFevre led the
way with a 38 for the Indi-
ans (6-5, 4-4 MAC), tying
St. John’s Tyce McClain
for match medalist hon-
ors. LeFever never shot
worse than a bogey and
made par six times.

Keegan Muhlenkamp
followed with a 41 in a
round powered by a
birdie, two pars and five
bogeys. Caleb Smith
added 44 strokes that
included four pars, while
Mason Diller rounded out
the team score with a 50.

Eli Lennartz and Col-
son Post both shot 52s that
didn’t affect the final.
Despite being the first
match Lennatz didn’t
score in for the 2024 sea-
son, he matched Muh-
lenkamp with a birdie on
the par-3 second hole.

Tribe clinches
first  share of
MAC golf title

Local
roundup

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

PARKER CITY — The Patriots
had averaged over 225 strokes
per nine holes coming into their
sixth match.

A pair of  career bests helped
the Patriots smash their low
score of  the season.

Yet still, it wasn’t enough to
take down the Golden Bears.

Bailey Towell and Erin Aker
both shot the best rounds of
their career, but the Jay County
High School girls golf  team
couldn’t overcome the Monroe

Central Golden Bears, as the
host topped the Patriots 195-202
at Hickory Hills Golf  Course on
Monday.

“I feel really good (about our
score),” said JCHS coach Caris-
sa Allred. “I was kind of  wor-
ried coming in after a weekend
where we didn’t have any prac-
tice or any play time. We have a
really busy week with matches
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and ACAC on Satur-
day, so I am extremely excited
about our 202 score today.”

The Patriots’ previous low

score came in their most recent
match against Fort Recovery
and Winchester on Sept. 3, when
they shot a 216. Their new score
slashed 14 strokes off  that score.

A big source of  that cut came
from Aker, the sophomore in
the No. 4 position. Previously,
Aker’s lowest score was a 58
that she shot twice, first at
Woodlan then against Adams
Central. She shaved seven
strokes off  that number for a
round of  51.

“At practice we’ve been work-
ing on some technique and her

form,” Allred said. “Today, at
the beginning, her form started
to slip a little bit. I reminded her
(on hole No. 5) of  what we were
working on and from there, she
was hitting it straight and hit-
ting it far and in the air.

“This is easily her best score
by (seven) strokes. So her score
today is going to be the big con-
tributing factor to our 202 for
sure.”

One hole that benefited from
the improvements with her
drivers and irons was the 120-
yard, par-3 eighth hole. Off  the

tee, her first shot landed her just
short of  the fringe. A chip got
her within 10 feet of  the hole
before a pair of  putts got the ball
in for bogey.

Aker also made a pair of  pars
on the third hole, a 280-yard,
par-4 and the ninth, a 278-yard,
par-4.

The No. 2 JCHS golfer, Towell
also set a new career mark. The
freshman’s previous best score
of  49 strokes came in the Sept. 3
match, before she lowered down
to 48 on Monday.

See Lows page 5

Hitting new lows
Towell, Aker, Patriots shoot season bests in loss to Monroe Central


