
The Commercial Review
Friday, September 13, 2024

Rhonda Clubs, 54, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  86 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 54.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 60s. The forecast calls
for partly cloudy skies Satur-
day with a high in the mid 80s
and a slight chance of  showers
in the afternoon.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS football game
at Adams Central.

Tuesday — Coverage of
the Jay County High School
boys tennis invitational.

Wednesday — Reporting
from Monday’s Jay School
Board meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Carving out a dream

Photo provided

Myles Nasby of rural Ridgeville works on one of his chainsaw art pieces. Nasby, along with several area partners,
is hosting the Jay County Chainsaw Carving Invitational and Vendor Fair this weekend at Jay County Fairgrounds. It will run
from noon to 6 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, with an auction at 3 p.m. Sunday.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Myles Nasby does most of
his chainsaw carving at his
rural Ridgeville home on the
Jay-Randolph County line.

He’s carved at the Jay Coun-
ty Fair for the last three years.

And he’s traveled to various
carving events to compete and
display his work over 20 years.

“It’s always been a dream of
mine to put one on myself,”
Nasby said.

That dream will become real-
ity this weekend as he hosts
the Jay County Chainsaw
Carving Invitational and Ven-
dor Fair at Jay County Fair-
grounds.

The event will feature a total

of  seven carvers, including
Nasby. They will carve as many
pieces as they can over a three-
day period — noon to 6 p.m.
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun-
day.

Those pieces will then be
sold during an auction begin-
ning at 3 p.m. Sunday.

The carver whose pieces
draw the most overall money
in the auction will win the top
prize of  $800. Second prize will
be $400.

The goal is for the auction
proceeds to cover the cost of
the event with some money left
over to contribute back to the
community.

See Carving page 2

Inaugural Jay County chainsaw invitational
runs today through Sunday at fairgrounds

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Sun Chief  Solar could
be the first solar project to
break ground in Jay Coun-
ty.

Jay County Council
amended its economic
development agreement
and tax abatement
Wednesday with Scout
Clean Energy for the com-
pany’s proposed 100-
megawatt facility north-
east of  Redkey.

Sun Chief  Solar, to be
located on approximately
1,200 acres near Scout
Clean Energy’s Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm, first
moved through Jay Coun-
ty governmental proceed-
ings about three years ago.

Like other prospective
solar farms — in Jay
County, they include Sky-
crest Solar planned in
Penn and Jackson town-
ships, Rose Gold Solar
planned north of  Dunkirk
and New Jay Solar
planned east of  Dunkirk
— Sun Chief  has been
working through the
regional transmission
organization PJM inter-
connection’s process.
Energy companies across
the country are experienc-
ing delays amid the
process, said Scout Clean
Energy east region associ-
ate project manager
Spencer Micali.

In April 2022, PJM Inter-
connection announced
plans to revamp its analy-
sis process for new elec-
tricity services joining the
power grid, leading to
delays for project studies
and approvals. Projects
have been divided into
three queues, and Sun
Chief  Solar’s application
has been sorted into the
“fast track.”

Scout Clean Energy
expects to receive confir-
mation of  PJM Intercon-
nection’s study analysis
by Sunday. 

See Updates page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The recorder’s office has
moved, temporarily.

A water leak at Jay County
Courthouse last week led to
damage in both Jay County
Recorder’s Office and Jay
County Prosecutor’s Office.

While repairs are underway,
Jay County Recorder’s Office
is operating out of  Jay County
Commissioners’ room on the
second floor of  the courthouse.

Jay County recorder first
deputy Angela Byrum walked
into the office on the morning
of  Sept. 4 to find standing
water. A part of  the ceiling had
caved in with water leaking
out of  it.

“There was flooding every-
where,” said recorder Melanie
Upp.

Officials believe the source
of  the water was a sink drain

in Jay Circuit Court’s office.
Hays + Sons Complete Restora-
tion of  Muncie is handling the
water removal, as well as test-
ing samples to ensure there is
no asbestos or mold in the
area. 

Until the company is fin-
ished, Jay County Recorder’s
Office has been blocked off  to
the public and employees.

Water also seeped into Jay
County Prosecutor’s Office on
the first floor of  the court-
house, specifically the room

used by chief  deputy prosecu-
tor Zec Landers. He’s been
working out of  a different part
of  the office since the incident.

Courthouse superintendent
Bruce Sutton explained the
building’s drains are approxi-
mately 105 years old. Made
from galvanized steel, the pipes
can deteriorate over time.

Sutton has coordinated re-
lining some of  the court-
house’s pipes in recent years to
extend their lifespan. 

See Damaged page 2

County offices damaged

Busy fairgrounds
Jay County Fairgrounds will be busy with various activities

scheduled for this weekend. Details are below.

Jay County Chainsaw Carving Invitational and Vendor Fair
Noon to 6 p.m. today

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday (Auction to follow at 3 p.m.)

Jay County Fair Cards Coins Comics and Collectibles Show
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday in the Bubp Building

Jay County Cancer Society Survivor Cruise-in and Carnival
Cruise-in — 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday
Carnival — 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday

Jay County Fair sunflower maze
Daylight hours Saturday and Sunday

Photo provided

A water leak last week caused damage, including
ceiling damage pictured above, to the recorder’s office and
prosecutor’s office at Jay County Courthouse. The recorder’s
office staff has temporarily relocated to the commissioners’
room on the second floor of the courthouse.

Water leak forced move
for recorder’s office staff

Solar farm
construction

scheduled
to begin in
June 2025

Updates
made
for Sun
Chief
facility



Continued from page 1
The proposed timeline

for Sun Chief  also antici-
pates an interconnection
service agreement to be in
place by May 15, with con-
struction to follow in June.
Hopes are to have the solar
farm operational by sum-
mer 2026.

Despite other prospective
solar farms in Jay County
starting the process sooner,
noted Micali, Sun Chief
could be the first among
them to begin construction.

Scout requested a two-
year extension to the time-
line in its economic devel-
opment agreement and 10-
year tax abatement with
the county, stipulating con-
struction must begin no
later than Dec. 31, 2026,
with the work to be com-
pleted no later than Dec. 31,
2027.

Scout will save about $3.8
million in property taxes
with its 10-year tax abate-
ment approved in Novem-
ber 2021. The company will
provide about $1.3 million
in economic development
payments to the county, and
its facility is projected to
result in additional $38.9
million in assessed value. It
is projected to generate
more than $24 million in
property taxes over its 35-
year life.

Per the updated econom-
ic development agreement,
the company has also
agreed to provide the coun-
ty its first economic devel-
opment payment no later
than six months following
the start of  construction.
(Previously, the first pay-
ment was due no later than
15 days after commercial
operations begin.)

Council member Harold
Towell noted prospective
solar projects in Jay Coun-
ty have been delayed sever-
al times over the last few
years. He asked what the
county and residents will
get out of  the delays.

County attorney Wes
Schemenaur explained the
first economic development
payment will come in
potentially next December,
which is around the same
time it would have been
received with Sun Chief ’s
previous timeline. He and
Micali noted the changes
were made to avoid reopen-
ing negotiations.

Council approved the
amendments on a 3-1 vote
with Towell dissenting.
Jeanne Houchins and

Randy May were absent
from the meeting.

Also, council agreed to
move forward with adver-
tising a rate change for
local income taxes in 2025.

County auditor Emily
Franks suggested decreas-
ing the levy freeze rate by
0.05% and increasing the
public safety rate by up to
0.1% to account for the
addition of  three new cor-
rectional officer positions
at Jay County Jail next
year. Council agreed to
move forward with the
change, which will be for-
mally voted on by October.

In other business, coun-
cil members Faron Parr,
Matt Minnich, Cindy Bracy,
Dave Haines and Towell:

•Discussed but took no
formal action on adding a
third heavy equipment
operator position to Jay
County Highway Depart-
ment. Superintendent Bob
Howell advocated for the
additional worker. Amid
discussion, council learned
the highway department’s
budget in 2025 sits at
approximately $5.1 million
in expenses, with only
approximately $3.9 million
expected to come in from
taxes and the state. The $1.2
million shortfall will be
covered by the depart-
ment’s cash reserves.

•Approved amending the
salary ordinance for the
remainder of  the year,
adding $2,500 stipends for
Jay County Clerk on even
years and Jay County Audi-

tor every year effective
retroactive to Aug. 25 and
increasing wages for the
following positions: full-
time caseload assistant
public defender, $3,269.23
per pay effective retroactive
to July 1; part-time case-
load assistant public
defender, $2,615.38 per pay
effective retroactive to July
1; chief  public defender,
$4,522.73 per pay effective
retroactive to July 1; assis-
tant highway superintend-
ent, $27.89 per hour effec-
tive retroactive to Aug. 11;
and Jay County Country
Living director, $26.45 per
hour effective Sept. 23.

•Agreed to decrease an
assistant public defender’s
salary in 2025 from $40,732
$38,774.20 to fit in line with
suggested wage increases
from consulting firm Wag-
goner, Irwin and Scheele.
(Franks noted the increase
still amounts to about a
10% raise.)

•OK’d bumping the assis-
tant highway superinten-
dent’s pay in 2025 to $29.54
per hour from $28.70 to
keep an 85-cent pay differ-
ence from the road foreman
position.

•Made the following addi-
tional appropriations:
$178,500 in American Res-
cue Plan Act dollars for a
contract with Ritter Strate-
gic Services for work relat-
ed to switching to Indiana
Integrated Public Safety
Commission’s radio sys-
tem; $13,200.36 (Towell and
Bracy dissenting) to Run-

dell, Ernstberger Associ-
ates for planning develop-
ment of  the county owned
68 acres on the west side of
Portland; $6,248 for replac-
ing a totaled Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office vehicle;
$4,938.40 in wages for Jay
County Highway Depart-
ment; $4,000 for appointed
doctors or physicians at Jay
County Superior Court;
$2,500 in wages for Jay
County Auditor’s Office;
$2,044.45 and $1,598.80 out
of  grant funding for a new
desktop and laptop comput-
er for the nurse at Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office.

•Heard from Jay County
assessor Robin Alberson
about plans to host an infor-
mational meeting about
abatements with Indiana
Department of  Local Gov-
ernment and Finance from
1 to 4 p.m. Oct. 3 at Commu-
nity Resource Center in
Portland.

•Approved several trans-
fers, including $15,142.40 in
Jay County Highway
Department’s budget from
the highway clerk wage
fund to the assistant super-
intendent wage fund and
$7,000 in Jay County Coun-
try Living’s budget from
the financial coordinator
fund to the county home
superintendent fund.
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Friendship, Indiana

Sept.  9-17

Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Rhonda Clubs
Sept. 17, 1969-Sept. 9, 2024

Rhonda Clubs, age 54, a resident of
rural Portland, passed away on Sept.
9, 2024, at IU Health Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie.  

Rhonda was born Sept. 17, 1969, in
Muncie, Indiana, the daughter of
Frank and Rosalie (Hughes) Songer.  

Survivors include:
Her children — Nichole Wagner

(husband: James), Portland, Indiana,
Paul Clubs, Portland, Indiana,
Jonathon Clubs (wife: Breanna),

Montpelier, Indiana.
Quentin Guntle, Port-
land, Indiana, and
Erica Guntle, Muncie,
Indiana 

Siblings — Robert
Songer (wife: Nickie),
Portland, Indiana,
Sam Songer (wife:
Bonnie Jo), Daven-
port, Florida, and
Cathy Fancil, Dunkirk, Indiana 

Brother-in-law — Harold Christian
Sister-in-law — Norma Songer
Several grandchildren

She was preceded in death by her
siblings Laura Adams, Emogene
Overstreet, Don Songer, Larry
Songer, Gerald Songer, Johnny
Songer, Burma Massengale, Ruth
Tomey and Lois Christian; her par-
ents Frank and Rosalie Songer; and
her grandmother Dona Roode.  

Visitation will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 17, 2024, from 4 to 6 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.  

A service to celebrate her life will
follow at 6 p.m. on Tuesday at the
funeral home.   

Continued from page 1
“This year being the first year,

it’s kind of  hard to judge how well
everything is going to go,” said
Nasby, who has lived in east-cen-
tral Indiana for about eight years.
“That’s definitely the main goal
for this event is that the event
ends up paying for itself  and then
I can give back to an individual or
an organization every year.”

In addition to the chainsaw
artists — Derek Richardson of
Kentucky, Chaz Chiafos of  Indi-
ana, Jeff  Coss of  Iowa, Josh
Miller of  Delaware, James Brin-

ley of  South Carolina and
Rachael Mirth of  Kansas will join
Nasby — the event will also fea-
ture vendors, kettle corn and
other activities. Vendors will be
set up in the Women’s Building.
Hand carvers, though not part of
the auction competition, are also
scheduled to attend. And Valhalla
Axe Hall of  Redkey will offer axe
throwing.

Nasby is a second-generation
chainsaw carver, following in the
footsteps of  his father Rick. He
sold his first piece when he was
13.

“Carving was how I got my gas
money through high school,”
said the Columbus, Indiana,
native.

He worked in construction and
excavating following graduation
from Indian Creek High School
while continuing to carve on the
side. A year ago, he made chain-
saw carving his full-time profes-
sion.

“I was getting so busy with it,”
said Nasby. “It’s still booming.”

The chainsaw invitational
came together as Nasby made
connections in the community.

He mentioned Jay County Cham-
ber of  Commerce, Jay County
Visitors and Tourism Bureau,
Chad Fifer of  Fifer services and
Jay County Fair Board.

“Everybody pretty much came
together,” Nasby said. “It was …
a team effort really on every-
body’s part. It’s kind of  like a
dream coming true right now to
be able to put one of  these events
on and try to give something
back to the community — some-
thing else for everybody to do and
try to bring more people from
outside into town.”

The chainsaw invitational, a
free event, is part of  a busy day
at the fairgrounds that also
includes a Jay County Fair
Cards Coins Comics and Col-
lectibles Show from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday in the Bubp
Building, the Jay County Can-
cer Society Survivor Cruise-in
from 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday with
carnival games from 5 to 7 p.m.
and the fair board’s sunflower
maze (daylight hours). The
carvers will be set up in the
open area east of  the Farmer’s
Building.

Carving ...

Obituaries

Clubs

Today
Wilson, Betty: 1 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Banta, Mark: 2 p.m., West
Lawn Cemetery, Geneva.

Saturday
Huey, Regina: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Monday
Ramseyer, Janet: 5 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Tuesday
Clubs, Rhonda: 6 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Jay County Commission-

ers approved an $8,750 con-
tract July 29 with NuFlow
Indy of  Greenwood to make
repairs to the toilet drain in
Jay Circuit Court Office’s
private restroom. Sutton
noted in recent years the
county has re-lined toilet
drains in Jay Circuit
Court’s jury room rest-
rooms and in the restroom
between the clerk’s and
recorder’s offices.

Officials won’t be able to
fully investigate the cause
of  the leak or damage until

Hays + Sons is finished
with its work.

“We’re waiting on it to
dry out,” explained Sutton,
noting trash cans and bar-
rels are still collecting
water from the leak.

Byrum quickly rushed to
get help from others in the
building after discovering
the damage in the
recorder’s office Sept. 4.
Helpers put trash cans
under the hole in the ceil-
ing and covered equipment
with trash bags. 

“We covered as much as
we could,” Upp said.

At least one table in the
recorder’s room has been
ruined, noted Upp. She also
pointed to potential dam-
age to a large scanning
machine, as well as the evi-
dent damage to the ceiling,
walls and floor. A few books
had water on the covers,
but Upp believes they were
able to dry them out quick-
ly enough to avoid severe
water damage.

Information technology
employee Randy Cleaver
moved computer equip-
ment into the commission-
ers’ room, converting the

table formerly used for
commissioners’ meetings
into a desk for Upp and
Byrum. Some of  their other
equipment, including a
printer, has been shifted
into the public seating area
in the room.

Although they’re cur-
rently unable to offer the
public access to books from
the recorder’s office —
those are still located in the
dry parts of  the office
— Jay County Recorder’s
Office is still providing
recording services, such as
recording property deeds.

Damaged ...

Updates ...

Lotteries

CR almanac

86/63 85/61 84/61 82/62 83/60
Saturday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a high in
the mid 80s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
on Wednes-
day, when the
high may be
83.

Tuesday
looks to be
partly sunny,
with the low
at night dip-
ping to 62.

There’s a
chance of
showers. Oth-
erwise, mostly
sunny.

Another
chance of
showers
under mostly
sunny skies.

Saturday
9/14

Sunday
9/15

Monday
9/16

Tuesday
9/17

Wednesday
9/18

Powerball
10-12-55-65-67
Power Ball: 3
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$152 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-3-2
Daily Four: 3-5-0-7
Quick Draw: 4-5-7-9-12-

13-15-17-29-31-35-41-44-46-
47-49-52-54-59-69

Evening
Daily Three: 5-1-2

Daily Four: 5-1-2-1
Quick Draw: 2-3-6-12-

32-35-36-42-46-52-54-60-61-
62-67-68-69-71-74-75

Cash 5: 17-32-33-35-38
Estimated jackpot:

$468,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-9-7
Pick 4: 2-7-6-2
Pick 5: 8-5-4-0-5
Evening
Pick 3: 5-7-1
Pick 4: 5-7-5-6
Pick 5: 3-5-4-7-7
Rolling Cash: 11-12-16-

22-27
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.44
Oct. corn ..................3.49
Wheat ......................4.50

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.55
Oct. corn ..................3.55
Dec. corn ..................3.80

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.52
Oct. corn ..................3.52
Beans........................9.54

Oct. beans ................9.54
Wheat ...................... 5.25

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.45
Oct. corn ..................3.51
Beans........................9.52
Oct. beans ................9.52
Wheat ......................5.03

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.35
Oct. corn ..................3.35
Beans........................9.32
Oct. beans ................9.71
Wheat ......................4.95

In 1598, Phillip III
was crowned king of
Spain and Portugal. He
was known for his
extravagant spending
that made Spain’s eco-
nomic problems worse.

In 1759, British
forces defeated the
French in the Battle of
Quebec.

In 1848, American
railroad foreman
Phineas Gage survived
an accident in which
an iron rod shot
through his skull and
destroyed most of  the
left frontal lobe of  his
brain.

In 1972, Jay County
Hospital Board voted to
apply for a room rate
increase through the

Blue Cross agency. If
approved, the rate
would go up by about
6%.

In 2021, Jay County
Commissioners agreed
to hold on to at least
30% of  the county’s fed-
eral coronavirus relief
funds from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act to
serve as matching
funds for the state’s
Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program
(HELP). The county,
which was chosen to be
one of  the first HELP
participants, could be
awarded as much as $1
million from Indiana
Office and Community
and Rural Affairs.

—The CR

Monday
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation,
municipal airport, 661 W.
100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
June through October in
the parking lot at Jay Com-
munity Center in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, contact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10

a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
Make your in-store promotion/sale

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Advertising solutions to reach
Blackford, Jay and Randolph counties!

Publishers of The Commercial Review,
The News-Gazette, The News & Sun,

The News Times and The Red Ball Express.

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review

Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette

One 4x4 ad in The News Times

One 4x4 ad in The News and Sun

for $300
Or run two 4x4 ads

in the publication(s) of your choice during September for:

The Commercial Review – $156
The News-Gazette – $145
The News Times – $120

The News and Sun – $120

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com
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in all of our publications

Jay County Historical
Society will host its annu-
al Heritage Festival from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 28, and Sunday, Sept.
29.

The 2024 festival salutes
Jay County youth, includ-
ing sports, scouting, 4-H
and other groups.

Entertainment for the
weekend includes opening
ceremonies at noon both
days and musical perform-
ances by Dalton & Delaney
at 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Ken
Bantz at 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Todd Berry at 12:30
p.m. Sunday and Cross
Country Connection at

2:30 p.m. Sunday. The
event will also include his-
torical displays and re-
enactors, crafts, horse and
wagon rides, food and
activities for children.

For more information,
visit jaycountyhistory.org.

Tickets available
A John Denver imper-

sonator is taking the stage
in Fort Recovery in a few
weeks.

It’s not too late to buy
tickets.

Ted Vigil will perform a
tribute concert to John
Denver at 2 p.m. Sept. 22 in
the Fort Recovery Elemen-
tary/Middle School audi-
teria.

Advance tickets are $20,
or $25 at the door the day
of  the show. 

Tickets are available in-
person at Kaup Pharmacy,
Fort Recovery, or by call-
ing (937) 375-3034. 

Profits from the show
will go toward renovations

at Fort Recovery Morvil-
ius Opera House. For more
information about Vigil,
visit tedvigil.com.

Yoga event 
Minnetrista Museum

and Gardens will host
Yoga is for EveryBody at
1p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28.

The class, which will be
held on the east lawn, will
be led by nurse Che’Reese
Anderson. It is designed
for participants 13 and
older.

“We believe that yoga is
a practice for everyone,
regardless of  your experi-
ence level, body type, or

background,” said Ander-
son. “This event is about
embracing our shared
humanity and celebrating
the strength, flexibility,
and peace that resides
within each of  us.”

Attendees should bring
a yoga mat or beach towel
and wear comfortable
clothing.

Youth Cafe
Training for youth

workers will be available
next month.

Youth Service Bureau
of  Jay County, IU Health
Jay and Meridian Health
Services are partnering to

host an Indiana Youth
Institute Youth Worker
Cafe on social media, tech-
nology and mental health.

The free event is sched-
uled for 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 29, at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St., Portland.

Lindsey Kusy, a licensed
counselor, will discuss
video games and social
media and their impact on
mental health. She will
provide tips on creating a
healthy technology plan
for youth.

To register, visit iyi.org
and click on “events.”

DEAR ABBY: We are a male
couple celebrating 34 years of
partnership. We recently took a
cruise, during which we met four
straight couples traveling togeth-
er who welcomed us into their
group. It was a pleasant experi-
ence, and we were delighted to
make friends with whom we
anticipated sailing again. In fact,
the group booked a future cruise
onboard and insisted we join
them. 

Upon returning home and
making the obligatory social
media connections, we were
stunned to discover extremist
views propagated by multiple
members of  the group, includ-
ing, but not limited to, dangerous
falsehoods about and disparage-
ment of  gays. One of  them said
gays should be banished from
society. Our reaction was one of
disbelief, given the warmth with
which we were treated during the
cruise. 

With true colors now revealed,
we intend to cancel the booking
made onboard, but we are at odds
as to how or whether to explain
the decision. I am angry and
ready to rumble, while my paci-
fist husband says we should let it
go. Any insights you can offer

will be appreciated. — CON-
FLICTED AT SEA

DEAR CONFLICTED: Hang
onto your temper. You would
be within your rights (as well
as the parameters of  eti-
quette) to contact the people
and ask if  they still feel this
way about gay people after the
cruise. If  the answer is yes,
ask why they would invite you
and your partner to travel
with them again. While you’re
at it, express that the com-
ments they posted were
untrue, uncalled-for and hurt-
ful, and that you will not trav-
el anywhere with them again. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My next-door

neighbor “Hank’s” wife died 2
1/2 years ago. My husband
passed away 18 months ago. I
would see Hank at church and
would always ask how he was

doing. I’d also see him sitting out-
side in his backyard crying and
talking to his dogs. So, I decided
to occasionally take him whatev-
er I had cooked — pot roast, meat-
loaf, etc. His grown kids would
come on Saturday to take him out
to eat and maybe spend a couple
of  hours with him. They all work
and have their own families. 

Hank eventually invited me
out to dinner, and we became
friends. As soon as his daughter
found out we were dating, she put
a stop to it. She controls her
daddy. Hank and I see each other
less and less often now, and she
has even found him another
woman friend. Hank calls and
tells me he misses me and our
conversations. Part of  me feels
like moving on. The other part
wants to continue our friendship.
Any advice will be appreciated.
— THWARTED IN TEXAS

DEAR THWARTED: I don’t
know what it is about you that
Hank’s daughter doesn’t like
or finds threatening. You
won’t know unless you ask
Hank. While you are at it, tell
him you miss him, too, and
would like to continue seeing
him. You and Hank are both
adults and should be able to

see each other if  you both
wish.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My son is

engaged to a girl we all love, but
recently, there’s been an issue.
My husband was at their house
while my son’s fiancee was fin-
ishing up getting ready for their
date night. (They live 10 minutes
from us, and my husband has
been there often since his retire-
ment.) When she was done, she
came downstairs, told my hus-
band they were leaving and
ordered my son to follow her to
the car. My son said nothing at
the time. This upset my husband
greatly because he values time
with our son, who’s our only
child. 

Later on, my husband and I
spoke with her, saying we didn’t
appreciate her attitude. She
countered by saying they had a
reservation and my husband
rambles and is oblivious to the
concept that other people don’t
always have the time to engage
with him. She then brought up
several instances in which my
husband made my son late for
something. When we asked our
son, we were shocked to find he
agreed with her! He said he did-

n’t want to bring it up himself
because it made him uncomfort-
able. My husband does like to
talk, but I hardly see it as an
issue. 

Abby, I’m worried. I find her
behavior grossly inconsiderate. I
don’t want my son marrying
some bossy woman who will
order him around and refuses to
see our side. She said she’ll speak
with us about this further only if
we agree to see a counselor to dis-
cuss “all our issues.” I didn’t
know we HAVE issues. My son
has never said anything before,
but when we asked, he said he
agreed with her. What do we do?
— FLABBERGASTED IN-LAWS

DEAR IN-LAWS: Take a step
back and stop trying to defend
your husband and your son,
who should have spoken up
before his fiancee felt she had
to. If  you want a relationship
with your son and his future
wife, take her up on her sug-
gestion to visit a family thera-
pist together. If  you do, it may
give each of  you an opportuni-
ty to air your grievances and
to work out an agreement that
may satisfy all of  you and pre-
vent more problems of  this
sort in the future. 

Dear
Abby

Couple stunned after learning friends’ beliefs

Heritage Festival slated for end of month
Taking
Note

Community Calendar
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There are two words often
used when reflecting on the
9/11 attacks that killed nearly
3,000 people 23 years ago this
Wednesday: Never forget.

“Honor those lost, recapture
the spirit of  unity, be vigilant
— Never Forget, Always
Remember,” reads a passage on
the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial.

For those of  us who wit-
nessed and experienced that
horrific day in real time, there

is little chance of  ever forget-
ting. 

But as the country continues
in this critical remembrance, a
new generation has also taken
up the mantle. 

Younger family members of
victims and others who
weren’t alive when the attacks
happened, or were too young to
remember, have nevertheless
stepped up to continue the all-
important recognition of  what

was taken — from their fami-
lies, and from this country.

Callaway Treble, 18, has been
reading names of  victims at
observance events for the last
five years. His aunt Gabriela Silv-
ina Waisman was killed on 9/11.

“We use the term ‘never forget’
for 9/11 all the time, but keeping
that in practice and making sure
we actually don’t forget that
thousands of  people died in an
attack on our country, that’s
extremely important,” Treble
told the Associated Press recent-
ly. “So I feel like it’s our responsi-
bility to do that.”

After 23 years of  memorials, it
might be possible for some of  us
to feel the panic from that day
just a little less — to be lulled into
the monotony of  another

anniversary without stopping to
consider the ever-present depth
of  what these attacks took from
our fellow Americans. We must
not let time dull the memories of
the victims, and we can look to
these younger family members
for inspiration.

Capri Yarosz, 17, never knew
her uncle Christopher Michael
Mozzillo, who was a New
York firefighter.

“I think often about how, if  you
were still here, you would be one
of  my best friends, looking at col-
leges with me, getting me out of
trouble with Mom and Dad, hang-
ing out at the Jersey Shore,”
Yarosz said at a memorial event
last year, according to the AP.

She and her family should
have had those moments with

Mozzillo. They should not have
had to remember him through a
homemade baby book or by
remarking “Chris would have
loved that” on a frequent basis.

We all continue to owe 9/11 vic-
tims and their families remem-
brance and reflection, just as we
should always be reflecting and
learning from our country’s reac-
tion to the attacks as well. Our
government also continues to
owe victims’ families more infor-
mation and accountability relat-
ing to Saudi Arabia’s alleged
involvement with 9/11 hijackers.
Even 23 years later, there is still
new information to uncover as
we continue our remembrances.

Like this younger generation,
we must recommit ourselves to
two words: Never forget.

Follow lead of younger generation

By PAUL ARMENTANO
OtherWords

At a time when voters
and politicians are histori-
cally divided, there is one
issue that Americans large-
ly agree upon: It’s time to
legalize marijuana.

Months ago, Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris tweet-
ed that “Nobody should
have to go to jail for weed.”
Despite her past opposi-
tion to marijuana legaliza-
tion, she’s since become the
first major presidential
nominee to endorse it.

In a more recent social
media post, Republican
presidential candidate Don-
ald Trump opined, “We do
not need to ruin lives and
waste taxpayers’ dollars
arresting adults with per-
sonal amounts of  it (mari-
juana) on them.”

That’s significant coming
from Trump, who as presi-
dent was on record support-
ing violent drug war crack-
downs abroad and who
appointed longtime anti-
marijuana zealot Jeff  Ses-
sions to be his first Attor-
ney General.

One look at recent
polling data and it’s clear
why the two candidates are
finding common ground on
cannabis. According to
Gallup, 70 percent of  U.S.
adults believe that “the use
of  marijuana should be
legal.”

That’s an increase of  19
percentage points since
2014, when Colorado and
Washington became the
first states to implement
adult-use cannabis legaliza-
tion. Twenty-four
states have now done so —
and no state has ever
repealed marijuana legal-
ization.

The public’s support is
bipartisan. Nationwide, 87
percent of  Democrats, 70
percent of  independents,
and 55 percent of  Republi-
cans support legalization.
In important swing states
like Michigan, Pennsylva-
nia, and Wisconsin, legaliz-
ing marijuana similarly
enjoys majority support.

It’s easy to see why. The
initial push for cannabis
criminalization, which
began in earnest in the
early 1900s, had little to do
with any legitimate con-
cerns about public health
or safety. Rather, the move
to ban marijuana and to
criminally prosecute those
who consume it was based
primarily upon myths and
xenophobia.

Today, nearly half  of  all
drug-related arrests nation-
wide are for marijuana.
This is a tremendous waste
of  time and resources that
most Americans believe
ought to be reprioritized
toward targeting more seri-
ous crimes.

In addition, those
arrested and prosecuted

for violating marijuana
laws face a litany of  life-
long consequences —
including a criminal
record and the lost oppor-
tunities that come with
it. Those arrested are dis-
proportionately young
people and socioeconomi-
cally disadvantaged.

Criminalization, despite
its longevity, has failed to
disrupt the illicit market
or discourage marijuana
use. By contrast, teens’ use
of  marijuana has plum-
meted since states have
begun regulating marijua-
na sales. In addition, sur-
vey data finds that most
cannabis consumers in
legal states obtain their
goods from licensed retail-
ers, not from underground
street dealers.

Legalization has also
provided notable econom-
ic benefits for state gov-
ernments. Since 2014,
retail sales of  adult-use
cannabis products have
generated more than $15
billion in tax revenue,
which has funded school
construction, affordable
housing, and other servic-
es.

Given the success of
legalization and the overt
failures of  marijuana pro-
hibition, it’s hardly sur-
prising to see the presiden-
tial candidates weighing
in.

It’s notable, however,
that it’s taken this long for
them to publicly tout the
issue. Trump previously
mused that statewide
legalization resulted in
“big problems” in states
like Colorado, while Har-
ris urged California voters
to reject a 2010 legalization
ballot question.

But times have changed,
and politicians are adapt-
ing accordingly. In an elec-
tion where every vote
counts, both Trump and
Harris wisely see advocat-
ing for marijuana policy
reform as an opportunity
to connect with a wide
range of  potential voters.

It’s just further proof
that an issue once consid-
ered to be a political hot
button has since gone
mainstream.

••••••••••
Armentano is the Deputy

Director for NORML, the
National Organization for
the Reform of  Marijuana
Laws.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

Candidates agree
on marijuana law

By DAVE ANDERSON
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

Candidates for president of  the
United States typically run for office
as though they were running for
prime minister in a parliamentary
democracy where their own party
would have a clear majority in parlia-
ment. In such systems, which make
up the vast majority of  democracies
in the world, the prime minister has
enormous power to set policy.

In the United States, you would
think that presidents are prime min-
isters because they always talk about
what “I” will do as president based on
where “I” stand on a great range of
issues. While the president admitted-
ly has much more power to set foreign
policy, all major domestic policies
must be passed by Congress. Indeed,
Congress makes laws, while the pres-
ident and the Cabinet execute them.

Presidents, however, can issue
executive orders, which have
increased in the past 20 years. Those
can be overturned by Congress or the
Supreme Court, or revoked by the
president who issued them or future
presidents. Presidents also have the
power to nominate federal judges and
Supreme Court justices (subject to
Senate confirmation), and voters
should definitely be thinking about
this function of  the presidency when
they vote.

The race between Vice President
Kamala Harris and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump has lately been
focused on where the candidates
stand on specific policies. What is
Harris’ view about fracking and bor-
der control? What is Trump’s view on
abortion and tariffs? It is important
to hear what the candidates say about
these issues. But it is much less
important than you think.

Whatever a candidate says, even if
it is entirely candid and truthful,
what matters in the end is what the

president and Congress will get done
together. Congress cannot make laws
without the president’s approval,
unless it enjoys the supermajorities
necessary in both chambers (which
actually almost never happens) to
override a veto.

In addition to hearing where the
candidates stand on policies — immi-
gration, gun safety, climate change,
health care, child care and paid
parental leave, abortion, and a host of
foreign policy issues — the public
needs to learn about how the poten-
tial president would work with Con-
gress. Candidates need to tell the pub-
lic how they would negotiate with
Congress, even if  they have control of
both chambers because it still fre-
quently takes 60 votes to pass a major
policy bill in the Senate.

We need to learn about past success
the candidate has with working with
members of  their own party as well
as the opposition party. We need the
candidate to talk about concepts like
compromise, putting yourself  in the
other person’s shoes, and schmoozing
as this relates to both domestic and
foreign policy. These qualities are
really part of  what political scientists
traditionally have called the charac-
ter of  the candidate rather than their
policy agenda. Indeed, an old debate
exists about whether campaigns
should be policy-centered or charac-
ter-centered. They should probably be
neither, since both topics are impor-
tant.

Yet beyond this general distinc-
tion, candidates must paint pictures

or visions of  the future as they imag-
ine it as well as create conditions for
citizens to hear the future. Yes, our
culture, as various philosophers and
literary critics have noticed, is too
focused on ocular metaphors. Espe-
cially in these times of  intense polar-
ization in Washington and consider-
able though less polarization across
the country, citizens want to hear
and not just visualize the future.
What we hear or will hear can affect
our feelings as much or certainly
more than what we see or will see.

Hearing arguments, fighting, cry-
ing and screaming can have a
greater impact on us than watching
people argue or looking at a chart of
projected revenues for the country
and changes in the system of  taxa-
tion.

Getting more answers from Harris
and Trump on immigration policy,
health care, fracking and abortion is
important. But the other issues com-
bined outweigh these details on
where they stand on policies, since,
unlike prime ministers with clear
majorities, the next president will
surely have to negotiate and compro-
mise with Congress in order to pass
major policies.

The budget can continue to be
moved through with reconciliation,
and modest majorities in both hous-
es would enable the president to
negotiate with their own party to get
this done. Yet it is not likely that
either Trump or Harris will have
modest majorities in both houses.
And even if  they do, the major
domestic policies will, unless the fil-
ibuster is scrapped, require 60 votes,
and it will take a highly skilled pres-
ident to work with the Senate to
reach that threshold.

••••••••••
Anderson has taught at five univer-

sities and ran for the Democratic nom-
ination for a Maryland congressional
seat in 2016.

Policy power is limited
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By ASHVINI MALSHE
Purdue Ag News

Indiana farmland
prices have continued the
trend of  record highs in
2024, according to the lat-
est Purdue Farmland
Value and Cash Rents
Survey results.

The survey is conduct-
ed out of  the Purdue Uni-
versity Department of
Agricultural Economics.
It includes estimates of
the market value for bare
poor-, average- and top-
quality farmland in
December 2023, June 2024
and a forecast for Decem-
ber 2024.

The average price of
top-quality farmland
reached $14,392 per acre,
a 4.8% increase from
June 2023. Average- and
poor-quality farmland
also saw gains, with
prices increasing 3.7%
and 4.4% to $11,630 and
$9,071 per acre, respec-
tively.

“While farmland prices
increased between 2023
and 2024, survey respon-
dents noted that much of
the growth appears to
have taken place in the
latter half  of  2023,”
said Todd Kuethe, the
Schrader Endowed Chair
in Farmland Economics
at Purdue and the sur-
vey’s author. “A number
of  forces, such as high
interest rates and lower
farm incomes, are plac-
ing downward pressure
on prices, but the limited
supply of  land is keeping
prices firm.” 

The change in farm-
land prices varied signifi-
cantly across regions and
quality grades. The
southwest region experi-

enced exceptionally high
appreciation rates, espe-
cially for top- and aver-
age-quality land, while
the southeast region saw
the most pronounced
declines across all quality
grades. Top-quality land
in the southwest now sur-

passes the central region
in price per acre. Howev-
er, the central region con-
tinues to hold the highest
values for average- and
poor-quality land.

Kuethe also noted that
respondents expect a
modest decline in farm-

land prices through the
rest of  2024, though
prices are anticipated to
remain slightly above
those from June 2023.
Additionally, land transi-
tioning out of  agricultur-
al production surged in
value by 21.6%, driven by

large-scale development
projects, while recre-
ational land prices
dipped slightly. Statewide
cash rents saw minimal
changes, with some varia-
tion across regions,
reflecting broader trends
in land values.

The Department of
Agricultural Economics
conducts the Purdue
Farmland Value and
Cash Rents Survey each
June and it is published
in the quarterly publica-
tion Purdue Agricultural
Economics Report.

By KRISHNA RAMANUJAN
Cornell Chronicle

Crop fields are low in biodiver-
sity, but farmers may soon be part
of  the solution thanks to a Cor-
nell innovation that allows grow-
ers to use corn or other crop seed
planting machines to plant strips
of  milkweed or wildflowers next
to their fields.

Cornell researchers are cur-
rently working with industry
partners to scale up a multiseed
pellet technology that are the
same shape and density as corn
seeds, so they work in planters.

As a proof  of  principle, the
team began with milkweed seed
pellets, as described in a 2023
paper, and have now expanded to
corn-shaped pellets for milk-
weeds and wildflowers. They
recently planted the pellets at a
Cornell research farm in
Freeville, New York, which will
allow the seeds to break dorman-
cy in the winter and sprout and
emerge in spring of  2025.
Improvements in the pelleting
technology are being pursued to
make sure the pellets work effi-
ciently in the planters, as an ear-
lier version proved too large for
planting equipment.

“Typically, milkweed plants are

grown out from seedlings and
then transplanted, a process that
has limited farmer adoption of
flowering strips near cornfields,”
said Antonio DiTommaso, profes-
sor in the Soil and Crop Sciences
Section in the School of  Integra-
tive Plant Science in the College
of  Agriculture and Life Sciences.
“And, you know, using trans-
plants is OK for small areas to be
planted, but it’s still time-con-
suming and costly.” 

DiTommaso, John Losey, pro-
fessor of  entomology in CALS,
and Alan Taylor, professor of
seed biology and technology at
Cornell AgriTech in CALS, have
worked together to develop the
pellets, called Multiseed Zea Pel-
lets. 

Scientists and government
agencies have long advocated for

farmers to plant wildflower
buffer strips to counter low biodi-
versity around crops. That lack
of  biodiversity leads to fewer ben-
eficial insects and the loss of  the
ecosystem services they provide,
such as pollinating plants to
increase yields or attracting pred-
ator wasps or ladybugs that prey
on crop pests.

The seed pellet idea began
somewhat casually a decade ago,
when DiTommaso and Losey dis-
cussed whether farmers could
simply add milkweed or wild-
flower seeds in their corn, soy-
bean or small grain planting
machines. But they soon realized
seeds in these planting machines
require an intended, uniform size
and density.

“You’re not going to ask farm-
ers to buy another piece of  equip-

ment to plant wildflowers, even
if  a grower is very supportive
and believes in the cause,” DiTo-
mmaso said. 

That was when they came up
with the idea of  developing seed
pellets with the same shape and
density that planters use. 

“It allows farmers to now plant
with the standard planting equip-
ment that they already have,”
Losey said. 

The pellets — which each hold
multiple seeds of  a single species
— have been formulated with
three different milkweeds (com-
mon, swamp and butterfly) and
three kinds of  wildflowers (pur-
ple coneflower, wild bergamot
and black-eyed Susan). 

Led by Taylor, the researchers
used 3D-molding technology to
simulate the corn seed’s size and
shape. The pellets are composed
of  diatomaceous earth, wood
powder and maltodextrin, a
digested cornstarch that acts as a
binder. They then add water to
make a dough, and fold in seeds
— three seeds per pellet for milk-
weed. 

The original idea was that
these pellets could be included in
bags of  corn seeds, an idea called
“a refuge in a bag,” and could

then be interspersed between
crops in fields. 

They soon had to shift their
thinking, as 95% of  corn and soy
is Roundup Ready, meaning the
crops are resistant to glyphosate
herbicide for controlling weeds,
and in the process also kill bene-
ficial wildflowers and milk-
weeds.

In order to truly improve biodi-
versity, large-scale plantings of
milkweed and wildflower strips
are required. 

“Not that there’s anything
wrong with people planting milk-
weed in their backyards, but we
need them at the landscape
level,” DiTommaso said. Experts
suggest that refuges should
encompass up to 20% of  a
farmer’s field to have a signifi-
cant effect. Until a viable alterna-
tive to Roundup Ready crops
exists, refuge plants will need to
remain as buffer strips next to
crop fields. 

“When I’m talking to farmers,
and I say, you could use the same
planter to put this down, they
look at me, they’re listening,”
DiTommaso said. “This idea was
born out of  almost abstract dis-
cussions a decade ago, and now,
it’s happening.” 

Corn-shaped seed pellets boost habitat

Land prices hit record highs

Purdue University/Tom Campbell

The Purdue Farmland Value and Cash Rents Survey results released last month showed that Indiana farmland prices have
reached record highs this year. The average price of top-quality farmland reached $14,392 per acre, a 4.8% increase from June 2023.

Effort is intended to promote
biodiversity in fields to help

monarch butterflies and bees



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

PENNVILLE TOWN-
WIDE RUMMAGE Sales
Saturday, Sept 14,
8:00am-??? Bake Sale
at Library  

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

ONLINE ONLY-COM-
MERCIAL REAL
Estate Auction

Tuesday, September
24th
10AM

Located:  030 E 500 S 
Portland, IN

OPEN HOUSE: 
Monday, Sept 16th 
from 10am-12pm

COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE

19,008 sq. ft. building,
352’ long x 56’ wide, 16’
ceiling height, Wood
heater & LP Furnace,
fully insulated with alu-
minum ceiling and side

walls.
6” Concrete Floors with
drains, Office Area, Situ-
ated on 3.4 +/- acres,

Year built 2002.
OWNERS:  

JACKIE & SHARON
WALL

Krueckeberg Auction /
Realty

260-724-7402
Josh Krueckeberg
AU# 19800008
AC # 31500055

Note:  See Terms on
Website

www.kjauction.com  
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday September

28th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1854 W SR
28,

RIDGEVILLE, IN.
MOWERS-TRAILER-

SHOP TOOLS
Grasshopper 725K with
1453 Hours, JD 345 rid-
ing mower with 54” cut.
Single axel utility trailer,
Bullens 1050 garden
tractor, Craftsman roll
around tool box, Chain-

saw sharpener
8 chain link panels,

Dewalt and Craftsman
battery powered tools.

GUNS
Rugar 22cal single 6
pistol, Rugar 9mm with
clip, Deuttsche-Waften
model 1908 military rifle

bolt action w/sight,
Ammo, knife sets.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC
Sessions mantel clock,
Trunk, Child’s chair,

Setee, Galvanized Tubs,
Indiana glass, & other
collectible glassware,
Longaberger baskets,
Overstuffed chair, Lin-
den wall clock, Glider
Swing, Fishing poles &

supplies.
OWNERS; MAX WIN-
NINGHAM, DECEASED
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 14TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 3646 N 200
E 

DECATUR, IN 
VEHICLES-TRAILER-
GENERATOR-TOOLS
2008 Ford Explorer XLT,
2007 Chevy Impala LT,
2005 Continental Cargo
20ft. enclosed trailer
with ramp door, Agri-

Fab- 38 inch law sweep-

er, Delta 10 inch table
saw, Homecraft planer,
portable scaffolding, and

garden planter. 
COMMERCIAL APPLI-
ANCES-ANTIQUES-

MISCELLANEOUS Gar-
land gas stove, Hobart
dish washer, Cadco

steam table, Bunn coffe
maker, Chefmate meat
slicer, Commercial

washer & dryer, barber
chairs and dryers, grind-
ing wheel, 3 cushion

sofa and loveseat, tele-
scope, Brinks combina-
tion safe, & karaoke sys-

tem. 
OWNER: ADAMS
COUNTY COMMIS-

SIONERS
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587 
www.auctionzip.com  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 21TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 1136 N 550
W PORTLAND, IN 
VEHICLES-GUNS 

1967 Chevrolet Camero
(non running), 2018
Chevy Colorado quad
cab 4x4 with 32,000
miles, 1987 Chevrolet
S10, 1992 Jeep Wran-
gler, Case NF tractor,
Smith & Wesson model
22A Cal. camo with
peep sight, Ruger 57

5.78x28 cal. w/clip, Bay-
lor 12 guage side by

side, Large lot of ammo,
Reloading equipment,
Compound bows and

arrows. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS 
Drink Royal Crown Cola
Thermometer, Crank
telephone, Handmade
quilts, Pie Safe, Vintage
tricycle, Violin, Banjo,
Crocks, 5 gallon milk

cans, pull type combine,
steel wheel spreader,

Wood stoves, Rally rear
tine tiller, Go cart
frames, Yard roller,

Large lot of hardwood
lumber-oak and walnut,

Collectible coins. 
OWNER: Darry Rowles

Estate- 
Lydia Rowles Executor 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos. 
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 3652 N 600 E
Montpelier,  IN

Saturday Morning
September 14th, 2024

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - HOUSEHOLD

GOODS
Whirlpool washer &

dryer, Whirlpool side by
side refrigerator, Lighted
china cabinet, boar head
and fish mounts, 1910
Bluffton Street fair

medallion, card tables,
pressure cookers, and
other items not listed.
2016 JEEP-4 WHEEL-
ER-MOWERS-TOOLS
2016 Jeep Compass
4x4 with 73,000 miles,
log splitter, Simplicity
3110 mower (non run-
ning), John Deere 56
mower (non running),
trolling motors, fishing
poles, tackle boxes,
and many other items

not listed.
LYLE TOWNS
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s
Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St. Portland, IN
Thursday Afternoon

September 19th, 2024
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS 
Lazy Boy electric lift
chair, 3 cushion sofa,

vanity dresser, king size
bed, Lazy Boy leather
recliner, Webscor

stereo/record cabinet,  5
gallon crock, old eye-
glasses, Toys:  Tonka
car hauler, Tonka dump
truck, Ford Bronco,

Tonka bulldozer, Lincoln
Logs, Walt Disney

School Bus lunch pail,
McCoy vase, Fire King,
old ball gloves, and
other items not listed.
MOWER-TOOLS

Craftsman LT2000 riding
mower, Husky 1650 psi
power washer, Crafts-
man toolbox, Craftsman
12 amp edger, tree saw,
furniture clamps, cement
urns, and other items

not listed.
Auctioneers Note:

Please note we will be
running 2 rings.  Doors
will be open day of auc-

tion at 4:00 p.m.
CHARLES SANDERS,

Deceased
SHIRLEY SANDERS,
MARGARET PATTER-

SON, Deceased
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
REAL ESTATE AUC-

TION
Saturday, SEPTEMBER

14, 2024 
9:00AM 

Location 891 W 650 N,
Bryant, IN 47326 
Real Estate: 

*3 +/- acres *2305 sq. ft.
building 

*1125 sq. ft. basement
*24’x48’ pavilion. Per-
sonal property to follow;

*Cub Cadet
mower*snow blower*pic-

nic table. 
Community Christian

Ministries, Owners 
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
TAKING APPLICATIONS
FOR Dunkirk Fire Dept..
Applicant must be flexible
with days and hours. Will-
ing to work 24 hour shifts.
Plus Hazmat Awareness
and Operations and Fire-
fighter I & II certified. Pick
up and drop off applica-
tions at the Ciry Building
in Dunkirk, IN. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

ESTATE SALE: HOME-
STEAD. 3560 sq ft
house w/lg basement, 2
car garage, 5 bdrm, 3
bath, cntl air & heat,
combined w/ceiling heat
& gas logs. Therapy pool
w/treadmill & swim jets,
built in 2007, Kitchen
remodel in 2015. 2 bath-
rooms remodeled in
2023. Large pin frame
barn & approx 40,000
bushel grain storage & a
3,000 bushel per hr grain
leg. Call 765-546-8221  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of the Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38D01-2405-MF-000007, wherein Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans, LLC was Plaintiff, and James Bercaw, was a Defendant, re-
quiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with in-
terest and costs, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder,
on the 10th day of October, 2024 at 10:00 AM of said day, at 120 N.
Court Street, Ste.305, Portland, IN 47371, the fee simple of the whole
body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

PART AND PARCEL OF OUT LOT FIVE (5) IN BLOCK TWO (2)
IN THE WEST ADDITION TO PORTLAND, INDIANA, DE-
SCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID OUT LOT SIXTY SIX (66) FEET WEST OF THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER THEREOF, ANO RUNNING THENCE
NORTH ABOUT TEN (10) RODS TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH
LINE OF CRANE ALLEY IN SAID ADDITION, THENCE WEST
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF CRANE ALLEY, SIXTY-SIX (66)
FEET TO THE TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND HERETOFORE
DEEDED BY ONE CHRISTOPHER S. ARTHUR AND WIFE TO
ONE OTIS H. AND JENNIE S. WALTERS (SEE DEED RECORD
47 PAGE 473, JAY COUNTY RECORDS); THENCE SOUTH
ABOUT TEN (10) RODS TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID OUT LOT, THENCE EAST ON SAID SOUTH LINE, SIXTY-
SIX (66) FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.
38-07-20-103-110.000-034
and commonly known as: 710 W Main St, Portland, IN 47371.

Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, ease-
ments and restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and ex-
tinguished in the proceedings known as Cause # 38D01-2405-MF-
000007 in the Superior Court of the County of Jay Indiana, and
subject to all real estate taxes, and assessments currently due,
delinquent or which are to become a lien.
Said sale will be made without relief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at
the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's Attorney. 

Larry R. Newton, Jr.
Jay County Sheriff
Doyle & Foutty, P.C

41 E Washington St, STE 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204

DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
CR 9-6,13,20-2024- HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today      

Jay County — Football at Adams Central – 7
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Football at St. Henry – 7 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Cross country at Randolph

Southern Invite – 9 a.m.; Volleyball at
Noblesville – 9 a.m.; Boys tennis in Patriot Invita-
tional – 10 a.m.; Girls soccer vs. South Adams –
10 a.m.; Girls golf at ACAC tournament – 11:30
p.m.; Junior high volleyball at Woodlan – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Nate Niekamp
Invite – 9 a.m.; Cross country at Troy Twilight –
6:30 p.m.; JV football vs. St. Henry – 10 a.m.;
Middle school volleyball at Ansonia – 10 a.m.;
Middle school cross country at Troy Twilight –
6:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Azerbaijan Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

5 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Watkins Glen
International (FS1)

7 p.m. — College football: UNLV at Kansas
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — College football: Arizona at Kansas
State (FOX)

8:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Min-
nesota Twins (Bally Indiana)

Saturday
4:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Azerbaijan Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Man-

chester United at Southampton (USA)
10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Leicester

City at Crystal Palace (USA)
12 p.m. — College football: Alabama at Wis-

consin (FOX); LSU at South Carolina (ABC); Mem-
phis at Florida State (ESPN); North Texas at Texas
Tech (FS1); Oklahoma State at Tulsa (ESPN2);
Arkansas State at Michigan (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Ever-
ton at Aston Villa (NBC)

3 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Solheim Cup (NBC)
1 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Go Bowling at

The Glen (USA)
3 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: Mission 200

at The Glen (USA)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Texas A&M at

Florida (ABC); Tulane at Oklahoma (ESPN); Notre
Dame at Purdue (CBS); West Virginia at Pitt
(ESPN2); Oregon at Oregon State (FOX); Nevada
at Minnesota (BTN)

4 p.m. — College football: Troy at Iowa (FS1)

5:30 p.m. — College football: North Dakota
State at East Tennessee State (ABC)

7 p.m. — College football: UTSA at Texas
(ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Min-
nesota Twins (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — College football: New Mexico at
Auburn (ESPN2); Georgia at Kentucky (ABC); Air
Force at Baylor (FS1); Colorado at Colorado State
(CBS); UCF at TCU (FOX); Eastern Illinois at North-
western (BTN); Indiana at UCLA (NBC)

10:30 p.m. — College football: San Diego
State at Cal (ESPN)

Local notes
JC Tumbling hosting

JC Tumbling and gymnastics will host an
open gym on Saturday, Sept. 21. The event will
start at 9 a.m. and last two hours.

Admission costs $10 and all proceeds go to
the JC Flipsters competitive gymnastics team. 

Outing announced
The Rocket Rally for 18 holes golf

tournament is set for Sept. 29 at Portland Golf
Club with a 10 a.m. start time. 

The tournament still has space for up to six
more teams. It costs $240 per team that
includes green fees and cart rental.

There will also be a fellowship meal at the
Greazy Pickle at 3 p.m. following the outing.

Hole sponsorships are also available with a
minimum of $100 for the spot.

The Rockets are also collecting items for a
Facebook Auction and raffle prizes for the golf
outing. Items need to be donated by Sept. 20
so that the auction can go live on Sept. 23.

To sign up a team, inquire about a hole
sponsorship or donate an item, contact coach
Randy Miller by calling (260) 703-2003 or Sam
Murdock by calling (260) 251-5514.

Final races
The first of the final three races of the Adams

County 5K Challenge is the Catch York Breath
While You Dash for Diabetes on Sept. 14.

The race will start at Adams Memorial
Hospital at 1100 Mercer Avenue, Decatur.
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will cost
$25, with the race starting at 9 a.m.

The Callithumpian Canter will follow on
Sunday, Oct. 4. Preregistration is $20 and can be
done at adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

The race will begin with a $10 fun run at 1:30
p.m. before the 5K at 2 p.m.

Turkey Trot sign-up open
Cooper Farms will be hosting its 17th annual

Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Cooper Farms

Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.
Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit

EverHeart Hospice.
The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be

splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There
will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race, as
well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search for
“Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on speedy-
feet.com.

Classic set
The 11th Annual Adams Health Foundation Golf

Classic is set to be held today at Wabash Valley Golf
Club.

Teams of four can participate for $400, with tee
times at either 7:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Included are an 18-hole round of golf, a best,
non-alcoholic beverages, a cooler bag and lunch.

All proceeds go to school healthcare scholar-
ships and community health. For more information,
contact Kim Trombley by emailing
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org or by calling
(260) 724-2145 ext. 13062.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
That brings me back to

the question.
Am I the new Rick

Reed?
Is Andrew?
Is Will?
The answer is more

complicated than a simple
yes or no.

When the newspapers
were all separate entities,
each had their own one-
man sports department.
Even after we consolidat-
ed the papers under a sin-
gle umbrella last May, it
made sense for Rick to
continue to focus on Ran-
dolph County athletics as
he had for more than four
decades, though coaches
and athletes started to see
myself  and Andrew
around here and there.

Following Rick’s retire-
ment, our process is
changing. No longer will
we have one sports writer
who focuses on The Com-
mercial Review, one who
focuses on The News-
Gazette and one who
focuses on The News
Times.

Instead, Andrew, Will
and I, and some free-
lancers, will act as a sin-
gle sports team covering
athletics throughout our
coverage area. This

change in strategy is
designed to allow us to
provide the best sports
coverage we can across
the board. (It also is nice
for our young writers to
get experience with a
wider variety of  athletes
and coaches and to have
their stories read by a
wider audience.)

We will look at all 10 of
the high schools we cover
— for the record, that is
now Blackford, Delta,
Fort Recovery, Jay Coun-
ty, Monroe Central, Ran-
dolph Southern, Union
(Modoc), Union City,
Wapahani and Winches-
ter — as a whole. There
will be a focus on what
I’ve referred to as our
“crossover” schedule —
games, meets and match-
es that include two or
more of  the schools on
our list. By attending
those events, we’ll be able
to reach more local ath-
letes and provide more
extensive coverage
across the board. (As
we’ve begun to employ
this method, there have
been times when a single
event resulted in stories
and photos for all three
newspapers.)

The new system also
allows us to take advan-

tage of  oddities in sched-
uling.

Wednesday, Aug. 28, was
an example. Wednesdays
are generally quiet on the
sports calendar. On that
particular day, Jay Coun-
ty, Delta, Blackford and
Fort Recovery had no
events scheduled. But
there were events happen-
ing in Randolph County.

So on that night,
Andrew headed to Win-
chester to see the host
Golden Falcons take on
Union City in boys tennis
while I went to Modoc to
watch Union and Monroe
Central play volleyball.

Under the previous sys-
tem, only one of  those
events could have
received coverage. By
working together as a sin-
gle unit, we were able to
write about and take pho-
tos of  more teams.

So, as we move forward,
you’ll see me, Will,
Andrew and some free-
lancers at sporting events
across The Graphic Print-
ing Company’s territory.

The ultimate goal is to
provide you, our readers,
the best overall sports cov-
erage we can.

We feel the best way to
do that, as with most goals,
is together, as a team.

Insight ...
Continued from page 8

For the first time in
her career, Jaycee
Rowles scored for the
Patriots by putting up a
career-best 56. She did
particularly well on the
par-3s, finishing with a
bogey on both.

Brooklynn Bright
contributed the final
score of  60, while Erin
Aker’s 65 didn’t impact
Jay County.

LeFevre leads
HARROD, Ohio —

Fort Recovery’s boys
golf  team finished sec-
ond of  four teams in a
meet Tuesday at Colo-
nial Golfers Club.

The Indians put
together a team score of
177 strokes, falling
short of  Leipsic (165) by
12. Allen East and Arca-
dia trailed behind with
184 and 198, respective-
ly.

Reece LeFevre pro-
vided the low score for
Fort Recovery (8-6) with
his round of  41. He
trailed Allen East’s Levi
Clum, who shot a 33, for
match medalist honors.

Eli Lennartz and
Caleb Smith also kept
their scores below 50, as

they added rounds of  42
and 44.

Both Keegan Muh-
lenkamp and Riley
Grieshop shot 50s to
round out the Indians’
team score.

Drew Backs shot a 52
that didn’t play into the
final result.

Pats sweep Jets
MONROE — The Jay

County Junior High
School football team
escaped Adams Central
on Tuesday with a 14-13
win in the seventh grade
game and a 14-6 win for
the eighth graders.

Paul Campofiore led
the offensive effort in
the seventh graders (2-1,
1-1 ACAC) with a pair of
touchdowns and a field
goal.

Braylon Slator, Fletch-
er Post and Murphy
Link led the defensive
effort. Slator racked up
four tackles, two for loss-
es, and a forced fumble.
Both Post and Link had
interceptions, the latter
coming at a key moment
late in the game to seal
the victory.

The eighth grade
team (1-2, 1-1 ACAC)
kicked things off  with a

defensive touchdown, as
Kenton Cochran hit the
quarterback to force a
fumble that Logan Wen-
del recovered for a 40-
yard TD.

The Patriots scored in
the second quarter on a
50-yard pass from Brady
Millspaugh to Walter
Campofiore.

Spikers beat
Tigers

The Jay County jun-
ior high volleyball
teams took care of  the
Bluffton-Harrison
Tigers on Tuesday with
the seventh graders win-
ning 25-14, 25-22 and the
eighth graders claiming
a 25-9, 25-8 victory.

Ava Dame led the sev-
enth grade team with
six aces. A team-high
five digs came from
Bella Barnett, while
Cadyl Henry and Harp-
er Kunkle had one kill
each.

Kenady Lyons
destroyed the Tigers
from the service line
with 12 aces in the
eighth grade match. She
also led in assists with
four.

Kali Wendel’s four
kills led Jay County.

Roundup ...
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FRHS football travels to
MAC rival St. Henry,

see Sports on tap

The Patriots started to
get on a roll, but two days
later they regressed.

After shooting season-
best scores on back-to-back
days, Jay County High
School’s girls golf  team
slipped up on Wednesday
to allow South Adams to
pull off  a 209-216 victory.

Jay County’s scores from
the previous two days both
would have beat the
Starfires’ score on Wednes-
day as the Patriots shot a
202 on Monday and a 197 on
Tuesday.

Maddy Snow stayed con-
sistent, managing a round
of  47 to take home match
medalist honors. She

parred the 289-yard, par-4
10th hole and added four
bogeys as well.

Megan Yoder finished
one stroke behind Snow to
provide the Starfires’ top
score.

Bailey Towell’s round
consisted of  four bogeys en
route to a 53 for the second-
best Jay County (2-8, 1-4
ACAC) score.

See Roundup page 7

Snow consistent,
Patriots regress

Local
roundup

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Are you the new Rick
Reed?

That’s a question
Andrew Balko and I have
heard from folks multiple
times while covering Ran-
dolph County sporting
events over the last few
weeks.

The answer is yes, and
no.

Before explaining that
contradictory notion fur-
ther, let’s offer some back-
ground.

For most of  their history,
The Commercial Review
(Portland), The News-
Gazette (Winchester) and
The News Times (Hartford
City) were under separate
ownership, each employing
a sports editor. For more
than 40 years, Rick held
that role for The News-
Gazette. For 20-plus years,
it was me or Chris Schanz
at The Commercial Review.

Under previous owner-
ship, Rick was also put in
charge of  The News Times
sports section.

There has been even
more change recently.
First, The Graphic Print-
ing Company, longtime
publisher of  The Commer-
cial Review, bought The
News-Gazette and The
News Times from Commu-
nity Media Group in May
2023. Then, early this
spring, Rick let me know
he was planning to retire.
He finished up his duties at
the end of  June.

Since Rick shared his
plans, we have been look-
ing for a new sports writer.
In Rick’s absence, Andrew
and I have been filling in as
best we can.

We recently hired Will
Cash, who is expected to
begin his new role with us
within the next few weeks.

See Insight page 7

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Lloyd gets a look
Jay County High School freshman London Lloyd puts the pressure on Wapahani’s

defense early in the Patriots 9-1 win on Tuesday. Lloyd scored her second career goal and notched
her first assist in the dominant win.

Rays
of

Insight

Sports coverage will
have team approach


