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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  86 degrees Wednes-
day. The low was 55.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 60s with a slight
chance of  showers and thunder-
storms. 

Expect mostly sunny skies
Saturday with a high in the
upper 80s.

Highs will remain in the 80s
through Monday

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste Man-
agement District will have recy-
cling trailers from 8 to 11 a.m.
Saturday across from Pennville
Fire Station and 9 a.m. to noon
in the parking lot at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland. Also, Tox Away
Day is scheduled for 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, in the Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School north parking lot.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS football game
against Bluffton.

Tuesday — Coverage of  the
Jay County girls golf  team in
the sectional tournament.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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Festival prep
Jim Waechter of Portland drives a 1953 M38A1 into place Thursday morning at Jay County Fairgrounds in

preparation for the Indiana Military Vehicle Preservation Association’s Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet. The event runs
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at the fairgrounds. Admission is free. There will also be a military
vehicle parade through downtown Portland at 10 a.m. Saturday. Helicopter rides will be available for $50 for children 12
and younger and $100 for adults.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A rural Portland boy
was injured when a van
driven by his sister drove
over him Thursday
morning.

Four-year old Kacius
Evers suffered injuries
along the left side of  his
body as a result of  the
incident in the Jay Coun-
ty Christian Academy
parking lot and was
transported to IU Health
Ball Memorial Hospital
in Muncie to check for
internal injuries.

Audrey L. Evans, 16,
dropped off  her brother
Kacius Evers at the
school, 289 S. 200 West,
about 8 a.m. Thursday.
According to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report,
Evans pulled up to the
curb in the 2020 Chevro-
let Express she was driv-
ing, Evers exited the
vehicle and walked
toward the school before
returning to the vehicle.
Evans didn’t realize
Evers had returned to the
vehicle, and as she start-
ed to drive away, the rear
passenger side tire of  the
Express drove over the
boy.

Evers had tire track
marks along the left side
of  his body, according to
the report, as well as
scrapes on the left side of
his head. He complained
of  pain in his left arm
and abdominal area.

The vehicle is regis-
tered to their mother, Jill
M. Evers of  rural Port-
land.

By DON LEE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The Feder-
al Reserve on Wednesday
slashed interest rates by an
unusually large one-half  of  a
percentage point and signaled
that further cuts are on the way
for households struggling with
still-elevated prices and a gener-
ally slowing economy.

It was the first rate cut since
2020 and reflected a shift in poli-
cymakers’ primary focus from
fighting inflation to preventing
the labor market from deterio-
rating.

While inflation has come
down, job growth has slowed
significantly in recent months.
And the U.S. unemployment
rate has risen from 3.7% at the
start of  the year to a still histor-
ically low level of  4.2%. Califor-
nia’s most recent unemploy-
ment figure is a full percent
higher.

“This recalibration of  our pol-
icy stance will help maintain
the strength of  the economy and
the labor market, and will con-
tinue to enable further progress
on inflation,” Fed Chair Jerome

H. Powell said at a news confer-
ence after the conclusion of  pol-
icymakers’ two-day meeting
Wednesday.

Stocks had been trading high-
er in recent days and initially
climbed upon news of  the Fed’s
aggressive rate cut, but then
gave up the gains to finish mod-
erately down Wednesday.

Although lower interest rates
will ultimately help with many
transactions such as credit card
charges and buying a house,
analysts warn that it may take
months for these benefits to
seep down to consumers
because many of  the transac-
tions associated with interest
rates take time to occur and fil-
ter through the economy.

“There’s not going to be some
windfall for consumers. Instead

it’s going to take six to 12
months to see really meaningful
relief  in terms of  interest
charges and monthly pay-
ments,” said Greg McBride,
chief  financial analyst at
Bankrate.com.

The effects may be greater in
California than in many other
states: California’s economy is
highly sensitive to interest
rates, especially in its housing
and small businesses.

“That should help slightly
with our loan payments,” said
Teghvir Toor, who runs a fami-
ly-owned Arby’s franchise in
Sacramento. “The real effect of
that drop won’t be seen for
months, so I’m hoping that will
help our customers’ purchasing
power, meaning hopefully more
discretionary spending.”

Fed announces rate cut

Evers was
taken to

IU Health
Ball in Muncie
for evaluation

Boy 
injured
after
van ran
over him

One-half percentage point
reduction is first since 2020

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The airport has received
its funding for a planned
improvement project.

It will also purchase new
equipment in order to
ensure night-time opera-
tions.

Portland Board of  Avia-
tion learned Wednesday
that the airport has
received Federal Aviation
Administration grant fund-
ing for its apron expansion
and approved the purchase
of  a new electrical box.

Jason Clearwaters of
Butler, Fairman & Seufert,
the airport’s engineering
firm, reported to the board
that it received its $654,000
in FAA entitlement funds.

It got an additional $314,064
from the 2020 federal infra-
structure bill.

With the funds available,
the apron expansion proj-
ect was awarded to Kwest

Group of  Perrysburg, Ohio.
The firm was the lowest
bidder at $965,497.15. (The
board in July agreed to
award the project to Kwest,
pending the receipt of  the
federal funding.)

The apron expansion
project will add 57,700
square feet (1.32 acres) to
the apron — the area where
aircraft are parked,
unloaded or loaded, refu-
eled, boarded or main-
tained. Construction is
planned for 2025.

Airport manager Hal

Tavzel also told the board
there was a recent electri-
cal issue in the airport’s
vault room that affected
runway lights. As a result,
the runway was shut down
for several nights. 

Coppersmith of  Port-
land fixed the issue, but
Tavzel recommended get-
ting the box replaced. He
estimated the cost at
$10,000 or more, plus instal-
lation.

Clearwaters agreed with
Tavzel’s assessment.

See Funding page 2

Funding is in; box to be upgraded

Construction of apron
expansion set for 2025
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Cruise offering
Luke Jellison, 11, of BSA Troop 202 of

Portland offers a selection of gum to John Coldren
during Saturday’s Jay County Cancer Society Cancer
Cruise and Carnival at Jay County Fairgrounds.



Cases dismissed
Indiana v. Micah Mur-

phy, Level 6 felony
Indiana v. Charles L.

Copeland, Level 6 felony
Indiana v. Kimberly S.

Hurst, Level 6 felony

Methamphetamine
Several people were sen-

tenced to serve time after
pleading guilty in Jay
courts to possession of
methamphetamine.

Michael A. Lemaster, 42,
235 East Rogers St., Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to posses-
sion of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 5 felony. He
was sentenced to three
years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction.
Lemaster was assessed
$189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe was dismissed.

Nickolas P. Layton, 35, 23
Oakmont Place, Batesville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 450 days in Jay
County Jail and given 128
days credit for time
served. Layton was fined
$1, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia was
dismissed.

Cassie C. Miller, 25, 1205
W. Kickapoo St., Hartford
City, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail and
given 50 days credit for
time served. Miller was
fined $25, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. As part
of  her plea agreement, a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia was dismissed.

Katelyn J. Bradburn, 30,
pleaded guilty to posses-
sion of  methampheta-

mine, a Level 5 felony. She
was sentenced to three
years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction and
given credit for time
served. Bradburn was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. She was recom-
mended for purposeful
incarceration, meaning
upon completing a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program, the court would
consider modifying her
sentence. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Level 6
felony for unlawful posses-
sion of  a syringe and a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana
were dismissed.

Caytlyn M. Ingram, 24,
432 N Main St., Winches-
ter, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to posses-
sion of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to one year
in Indiana Department of
Correction and given 294
days credit for time
served. Ingram was fined
$25, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia was
dismissed.

Zachary B. Combs, 34,
101 Moody Ave., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 270 days in Jay
County Jail and given 204
days credit for time
served. Combs was fined
$25, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, a Class A
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  a controlled sub-
stance and a Class B mis-
demeanor for public intox-
ication were dismissed.

Kimberly S. Hurst, 58,
118 East Main St., Bryant,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. She was sen-
tenced to one year in Indi-
ana Department of  Cor-

rection and given 172 days
credit for time served.
Hurst was fined $1,
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Class A
misdemeanor for resisting
law enforcement and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia were dismissed.

Cody M. Cramer, 27, 3832
Aurora St., Indianapolis,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail and given 128
days credit for time
served. Cramer was fined
$25, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, two Class
A misdemeanors for two
counts of  possession of  a
controlled substance and a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana
were dismissed. 

Alyssia N. Large, 35, 1007
W. Indiana 18, Pennville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 5 felony. She was sen-
tenced to three years in
Indiana Department of
Correction and given cred-
it for time served. Large
was assessed $189 in court
costs. She was also recom-
mended for purposeful
incarceration, meaning
upon completing a sub-
stance abuse treatment
program, the court would
consider modifying her
sentence. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Level 6
felony for maintaining a
common nuisance was dis-
missed.

Tracy L. Arnold, 55, 910
South Bridge St., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 3 felony. She was sen-
tenced to nine years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with five years
suspended and given cred-
it for time served. Arnold
was fined $1, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,

prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. She
was also recommended for
purposeful incarceration,
meaning upon completing
a substance abuse treat-
ment program, the court
would consider modifying
her sentence. As part of
her plea agreement, a
Level 2 felony for dealing
methamphetamine and a
Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nui-
sance were dismissed.

Brendan D. Reed, 31,
3551 East Indiana 26, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to posses-
sion of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony, and
possession of  marijuana, a
Class A misdemeanor. He
was sentenced to 18
months in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Corrections and
given credit for time
served. Reed was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee.

Joshua L. Harter, 29,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months in
Indiana Department of
Correction and given cred-
it for time served. Harter
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, a Level 6
felony for maintaining a
common nuisance and a
Level 6 felony for unlawful
possession of  a syringe
were dismissed.
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Continued from page 1
He noted that the equipment is

not something that can be
picked up at a hardware store
and that the lead time can be
four months or longer.

“The unit or box is a constant
current regulator, so it converts
power coming in to what goes to
the airfield,” he said. “It’s avia-
tion specific. … And they have a
significant lead time. They build
them as you order them.”

He added that the existing box
could be kept as a back-up in
case of  emergencies.

The board approved the pur-
chase of  a new electrical box at
the lowest quote based on speci-
fications Clearwaters will pro-
vide.

Clearwaters also told the
board that FAA representatives

along with officials from Indi-
ana Department of  Transporta-
tion Aviation will visit the air-
port at 3 p.m. Sept. 24. The visit
will include a tour of  the facility,
a look at completed, ongoing and
future projects and a review of
the airport’s capital improve-
ment plan.

“When we submit projects for
grant funding, yeah, there’s a
scoring system, but there’s still a
personal involvement in projects
that go or may not go,” said
Clearwaters. “So it’s always
good to try to have a relationship
with them and to make sure they
understand the importance of
the airport and what you guys
are trying to do here.”

In other business, the board:
•Approved increasing month-

ly T-hangar rent to $100 from the

current $95. The increase will go
into effect Jan. 1.

•Asked Tavzel to seek quotes
for crack sealing for the airport’s
taxiway after he reported that he
has been noticing more crack-
ing. The board plans to encum-
ber 2024 funds for completion of
the crack sealing next year.

•Agreed to ask city attorney
Wes Schemenaur to draw up a
contract allowing a renter to
place a fuel tank at the airport
for “mogas” because his plane
does not run properly on avia-
tion fuel. Board members had
various questions, including
where the tank could be placed
safely. Clearwaters recommend-
ed that the pilot be charged a
flowage fee.

•Heard from Tavzel that the
airport sold 10,813 gallons of  fuel

in August for $47,091. That’s
down from 15,805.42 gallons last
year and a slight increase from
10, 295 gallons in August 2022.

•Learned the following from
Tavzel:

—The annual Indiana
Department of  Transportation
airport inspection was last
month. There were no findings.

—Coblentz Construction of
Geneva is nearing completion of
concrete work in three hangars.

—Verizon is now the phone
and internet provider for the air-
port. (Tavzel previously project-
ed the switch to Verizon would
save about $300 per month.)

—Thirty-seven children ages
8 to 17 took free plane rides dur-
ing a Young Eagles event this
month.

—About 300 visitors were

served in August during the air-
port’s pancake breakfast in part-
nership with the American
Legion Riders.

—The Aviation Indiana
annual conference is Oct. 15
through 17 in Terre Haute.
Tavzel and Clearwaters will
attend.

•Discussed the possibility of
renting a building for the winter
from adjacent landowner
Richard Schafer for storage of
equipment, as it did last year.
Clerk-treasurer Lori Phillips
said she would get in contact
with Schafer.

•OK’d an updated policy
regarding on Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises, as
required following FFA rule
updates.

•Approved $887.82 in claims.

Today
Schwartz, John: John H.

Schwartz residence, 555 E. 300
South, Monroe.

Diller, Daniel: 10:30 a.m., St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 1689 St.
Joe Road, Fort Recovery.

Saturday
Wolf, Margaret: 10 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Funding ...

Felony court news

Resisting law
An Indianapolis man was arrested

Wednesday for resisting law enforcement.
Jeantinel Zephirin, 38, 3930 Breen

Drive, was preliminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for the alleged crime.

He was being held on a $3,000 bond in
Jay County Jail.

Felony arrests

Lotteries

CR almanac

89/62 86/62 81/56 79/56 74/56
Mostly

sunny skies
are expected
Saturday, when
the high will be
near 89.

There’s a
chance of
rain Wednes-
day when the
high will be
around 74
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Tuesday
with a
chance of
showers.

Mostly
cloudy skies
o n  S u n d a y .
There’s a
slight chance
of rain.

Monday
also has a
chance of rain
as well as
thunder-
storms.

Saturday
9/21

Sunday
9/22

Monday
9/23

Tuesday
9/24

Wednesday
9/25

Powerball
1-11-22-47-68
Power Ball: 7
Power Play: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$195 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $47

million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-6-3
Daily Four: 5-1-8-8
Quick Draw: 1-2-9-10-

15-16-29-34-35-38-42-50-57-
61-63-66-71-73-77-78

Evening
Daily Three: 5-3-0

Daily Four: 8-4-7-3
Quick Draw: 6-13-15-

19-29-34-36-38-40-44-49-53-
56-58-59-61-62-69-73-75

Cash 5: 1-4-17-20-35
Estimated jackpot:

$639,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-7-2
Pick 4: 2-8-4-8
Pick 5: 0-2-7-9-0
Evening
Pick 3: 8-2-8
Pick 4: 3-3-7-9
Pick 5: 1-7-1-6-7
Rolling Cash: 16-22-25-

34-37
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.62
Oct. corn ..................3.65
Wheat ......................4.51

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.67
Oct./Nov. corn ........3.67
Dec. corn ..................3.92

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.65
Oct. corn ..................3.65
Beans........................9.66

Oct. beans ................9.66
Wheat ...................... 5.26

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.64
Oct. corn ..................3.64
Beans........................9.67
Oct. beans ................9.67
Wheat ......................5.05

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.48
Oct. corn ..................3.48
Beans........................9.44
Jan. beans ................9.82
Wheat ......................4.96

In 1519, a group led by
Ferdinand Magellan of
Portugal departed on a
quest to circumnavigate
the globe. Though he died
during the voyage, the
expedition accomplished
its goal.

In 1850, Congress
abolished the slave trade
in Washington, D.C. It
came as part of  legisla-
tion referred to as the
Compromise of  1850.

In 1870, Italian troops
occupied Rome. The mili-
tary moved eventually
led to Rome being incor-

porated into the King-
dom of  Italy and limiting
the Pope’s governing
authority.

In 1878, Upton St.
Clair, “ author of  “The
Jungle,” was born in Bal-
timore, Maryland.

In 1886, Johannes-
burg was founded in
South Africa.

In 2021, Fort Recovery
School Board approved
the hiring of  Kevin
Eyink as baseball coach.
Eyink had been an assis-
tant under former coach
Jerry Kaup.

Today
2:30 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners special
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:30 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District, 5948 W. Indiana
67, Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city

building, 131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, USDA Serv-
ice Center, 1331 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council public hearing,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.



DEAR ABBY: I enjoy helping
my friends, my partner and fami-
ly members. I feel doing good
deeds is important in my retire-
ment. My hands are pretty full
with getting my elderly dad to
medical visits, and I also visit
him three times a week. I also
have older single friends I do
things for, such as occasionally
dropping off  meals and running
errands. 

Lately, I have been asked to pro-
vide transportation to medical
appointments for no less than
three of  these friends. One, in
particular, is more of  a friend of
my partner. Nevertheless, she
expects a lot of  me. I feel taking
care of  my dad and my partner
keeps me busy enough. I feel
pressured by these other friends.
If  I say no to them, I feel guilty. 

How do I gracefully bow out
with these folks? One of  them
has implied I’m not a good friend
if  I don’t help them get to the doc-
tor, sit with their dog, etc. She
never seems to remember past

good deeds and loves to start
arguments with everyone (she
only has one or two friends left).
Any advice? — WEARY MAN IN
WISCONSIN

DEAR WEARY MAN: For
some folks, it’s only a short
step from being a people-
pleaser to being a doormat.
You have been kind and help-
ful; now it’s time to start help-
ing yourself. You shouldn’t
feel guilty for saying no to
entitled individuals. The
woman you described is one
of  them, so don’t expect her to
be grateful for the time and
effort you have already given. 

Developing the ability to say

no is similar to weightlifting.
Start small, work your way
up, and in a short time, you
will have developed the mus-
cle. Try it. You’ll like it.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I met on the debate team in high
school. We would get into heated
debates about every topic, and I
think it was one of  the things he
loved most about me. 

Fast-forward 14 years and a
couple of  children later, and I
don’t have the fire in me to debate
“oranges vs. strawberries” any-
more. Every time I state a simple
opinion, he tries to engage in a
debate, but he goes from zero to
100 in a minute and forgets to lis-
ten to my opinion. I have taken to
“letting him win” just to shut
him up because I don’t want to
hear it. He gets frustrated when I
do this and always says that it’s
what we used to do. 

Abby, my priorities have
changed. I’m calmer than I used
to be, and most of  my attention is

focused on our kids. I’m tired of
the constant arguing, but I know
he enjoys it. Please help me find a
common ground with my hus-
band. — NO FIGHT LEFT IN ME

DEAR NO FIGHT: Some cou-
ples enjoy contention as a
form of  foreplay. If  you
haven’t told your husband
what you have related to me, it
is important that you do.
Since “debating” has been an
established pattern in your
marital relationship, you may
need a licensed marriage and
family therapist to help you
get your message across,
because your husband may
have difficulty adjusting to
the change in how you com-
municate. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m dating a sin-

gle dad with a teenage daughter
who lives with him full time. His
daughter’s mother lives in the
same town but rarely sees her.
Mom does not want me to meet
her daughter and offered the

solution of  taking her daughter
to live with her. 

Six months later, Mom has yet
to commit to actually having her
daughter live with her. Because
of  this, I am no longer spending
time at my boyfriend’s home, and
it’s driving a wedge between us.
We’ve been dating for a year and
a half, and I’m now at my wits’
end. HELP! — WAITING IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR WAITING: Your
boyfriend’s relationship with
the mother of  his child is not
a healthy one. She doesn’t
have custody of  her daughter
and she shouldn’t be dictating
to whom the daughter is
introduced. Ask him if  he
still feels the same about you
that he did six months ago. If
he says he does, suggest you
get couples counseling
because it feels like his ex has
driven a wedge between you.
His response should indicate
the direction your relation-
ship is headed.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon, Fri-
day, Sept. 20, at Harmony
Café in Portland.

Saturday
LOCAL’S MARKET —

Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-
nity Center in Portland.

For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth Tues-
day of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in

conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Community Calendar

A new event is coming
to the fairgrounds this
year.

Peer Addiction Support
Team (PAST) Recovery
Services is organizing a
masquerade ball from 6 to
11 p.m. Nov. 2 at Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Dancego-
ers may visit the Bubp
building, 806 E. Votaw St.,
Portland, for dinner, danc-
ing, a silent auction and
recovery spotlights. The
event will serve as a chari-
ty fundraiser for assisting
individuals in their recov-
ery.

Tickets are $30 per per-
son or $50 per couple.
They’re available at Jay
County Drug Prevention
Coalition. 

Offering program
A new program to help

develop technology skills

is offered for east central
Indiana residents.

East Central Indiana
Regional Planning Dis-
trict recently announced a
partnership with North-
star for the Digital Litera-
cy Program.

The program, which is
free through the end of
the year, provides lessons
on computer basics
including email usage,
operating systems and
software including
Microsoft Excel, Power-
Point and Google Docs.
There are also modules

regarding social media,
distance learning and
managing your digital
footprint.

To access the Digital Lit-
eracy Program for free,
visit bit.ly/JayCoDLP and
click “sign up as a learn-
er.”

Statehouse interns
Applications are open

for interns with Indiana
House Republicans for the
2025 legislative session.

The Indiana House of
Representatives offers a
spring semester intern-

ship at the statehouse in
Indianapolis during the
session, which starts in
January and concludes in
April. House interns earn
$900 biweekly and work
full-time through the
week.

The program offers
opportunities for stu-
dents to work in various
departments related to
their studies, including
legislative operations,
policy and communica-
tions.  

Internships are open to
college students and

recent graduates of  all
majors. Interns get
career and professional
development assistance,
enrollment access to an
Indiana government
class and opportunities
to earn academic credits
through their school.

They’re also eligible to
apply for a $3,000 scholar-
ship to use toward school
expenses.

Applications are avail-
able online at indiana-
houserepublicans.com/in
ternship and are due by
Oct. 31.

Friend has unwillingly become chauffeur

Taking
Note

Masquerade ball set for November

Dear
Abby
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The Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

Violence has no place in poli-
tics in America and yet here we
are again, dealing with the possi-
bility of  another attempt on Don-
ald Trump’s life. The FBI said on
Sunday that it was investigating
what appeared to be an attempted
assassination as the former pres-
ident played golf  at Trump Inter-
national Golf  Course in West
Palm Beach.

Details of  the incident were
only beginning to emerge Sun-
day evening, but we were glad to
learn quickly that Trump
remained unhurt. We were also

glad that those currently in the
White House — President Joe
Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris weighed in, say-
ing they were “relieved to know
that he is safe.” Harris —
Trump’s Democratic rival for the
presidency — reiterated on social
media that she is “glad he is safe.

Violence has no place in Ameri-
ca.”

Those are important state-
ments in this moment because
they underline the idea that, for a
democracy to work, all of  us —
even bitter political rivals — can
and will come together to combat
political violence. That has never
been more critical than in this
highly contentious election,
where democracy truly may be at
stake. We cannot let those who
would commit such violence
influence our elections by divid-
ing us further.

According to published
reports, Secret Service agents

shot at a man they saw hiding in
shrubbery near the golf  course,
where Trump was playing one or
two holes away. An AK-47-style
rifle with a scope was found in the
bushes, and a suspect was arrest-
ed in Martin County on Interstate
95.

It has been just two months
since the Republican presidential
candidate was wounded in an
assassination attempt during one
of  his rallies in Pennsylvania,
when a bloodied Trump pumped
his fist in the air and urged the
crowd to fight.

There’s a lot we still need to
know about what occurred

Sunday on the golf  course, but
if  it is indeed another episode
of  political violence, or an
attempt, this will turn up the
heat in the presidential elec-
tion and push us further apart.

This is not something that
Americans can or should
accept as inevitable. Political
violence undermines democra-
cy, and we can’t allow our-
selves to become numb to it.
An AK-47 in the bushes near a
presidential candidate should
chill us to the bone. Violence,
or the threat of  it, cannot
become a force in American
politics.

Violence must not steer elections

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Republican Richard
Nixon and Democrat John
F. Kennedy appeared in
the first-ever televised
debate between presiden-
tial candidates on Sept.
26, 1960. More than 65 mil-
lion Americans watched.

Fast forward more than
half  a century, and 67 mil-
lion Americans tuned in
Tuesday night to watch
Republican Donald
Trump and Democrat
Kamala Harris square
off.

So, it’s not that people
aren’t watching. But they
have become so
entrenched they can’t
look beyond their biases
to assess proposals or
even a performance.

Nowadays, people
watch just to see their
own beliefs confirmed,
not to learn and be open
to new ideas.

On Tuesday, I was
wrapped up with work
and missed most of  the
event. So, I jumped on
social media see how it
was going. The result was
jarring — a little bit like
seeing two parallel uni-
verses side by side.

There was no nuance or
objectivity. If  a person
supported Trump, they
believed he won easily. If
they favored Harris, they
saw her as triumphant.

I desperately hope a lot
of  Americans who aren’t
as set in their choices
watched with an open
mind. I imagine some did.
Not everyone lives on
social media like I do.

If  Joe Biden’s disas-
trous performance in late
June doesn’t convince
you that debates matter, I
don’t know what will.
Without that event, Har-
ris would not be the Dem-
ocratic nominee now.

Trump said Thursday
there won’t be another
debate. It is surprising
that he would give up an
opportunity to speak
directly to voters. Espe-
cially given how close the
race is.

That can’t be said for
some other debates here
in Indiana.

Both Third District
Congressman Jim Banks,
who is running for U.S.
Senate, and Mark Mess-
mer, who is seeking the
eighth congressional
seat, have declined to
debate their opponents.

On one hand, I under-
stand. Both men are vir-
tually assured election
due to overwhelming
GOP support in solidly
red state Indiana. So why
put themselves in a posi-
tion where one slip of  the
tongue could torpedo a
win?

One reason is that
debating helps sharpen
policy ideas and propos-
als as you prepare to
defend and explain them
to citizens.

Messmer’s campaign
manager Adam Johnson
said, “Mark’s track
record and longstanding
connection with the 8th
district give voters the
clarity they need on
where he stands. As a
campaign, we remain
committed to providing
ample opportunities for
voters to continue to
engage with Mark person-
ally.”

Banks didn’t return a
message this week about
debates though earlier
this year said he was
focused on representing
northeast Indiana, spend-
ing time with family and
running a statewide cam-
paign.

“He will entertain
debate options as we get
closer to Election Day,” a
campaign spokesperson
told the Indiana Capital
Chronicle in August.

If  Banks refuses to
debate Democrat Valerie
McCray and Libertarian
Andrew Horning, it
would be a first for the
Indiana Debate Commis-
sion.

Since the commission’s
founding in 2008, 100% of
the balloted candidates
running for U.S. Senate
and governor have partic-
ipated in IDC-sponsored
debates which are broad-
cast live and shared
freely with media outlets
statewide.

Heck, I would even set-
tle for joint town halls
with alternating ques-
tions. They seem to come
with less pressure, and I
like the idea of  letting cit-
izens ask questions
directly.

There are still two
months left before Elec-
tion Day, and I hope
Banks, Messmer and
other candidates around
the state agree to stand
up and debate. Let their
constituents take full
measure and cast their
ballots as they choose.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle, has coverage the Indi-
ana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is an independent,
nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Debates are
still important

By JUD FISHER
For over a century, East Central

Indiana’s identity was rooted in man-
ufacturing — iconic names like Ball
and General Motors defined our
region. Glass jars, auto batteries,
headlamps, and transmissions were
the backbone of  our economy. Howev-
er, over the past two decades there’s
been a shift away from heavy manu-
facturing, tasking our region to dig
deep to redefine itself. As we look
ahead, I’m filled with optimism about
the future of  Muncie, Delaware Coun-
ty, and all of  East Central Indiana
— and here’s why.

The Impact of READI 
The Indiana Economic Develop-

ment Corporation’s READI 1.0 and
READI 2.0 programs have played a
crucial role in our region’s ongoing
transformation. READI 2.0 was a sig-
nificant win for East Central Indiana,
with $35 million awarded by the state
— one of  the highest awards in Indi-
ana for a region our size.

Having learned many lessons from
READI 1.0, our community came
together early thanks to the leader-
ship of  East Central Indiana Regional
Partnership, working across an eight-
county region to clearly define our
‘niche’ during READI 2.0. I’m espe-
cially proud of  the efforts to engage
our residents — including more than
1,700 high school and college students
— who weighed in to share what will
keep them in East Central Indiana,
what amenities they’d like to see, and
what investments are needed to bet-
ter support housing needs. This
direct feedback is guiding our future
growth, ensuring that we build a
region that resonates with the gener-
ations to come.

‘Eds and Meds’
One of  the most promising develop-

ments is East Central Indiana’s emer-
gence as a hub for healthcare educa-
tion. We’re Indiana’s “eds and meds”
region, home to five key higher ed
institutions — Ball State, Taylor, Indi-
ana Wesleyan, Earlham, and Ivy
Tech. Additionally, the IU School of
Medicine’s Muncie campus is one of
the largest in the state. These institu-

tions are not just anchors for our
region; they are producing the skilled
healthcare professionals that Indiana
desperately needs.

Beyond healthcare, our region’s
institutions of  higher education are
producing graduates in critical fields:
K-12 education, advanced manufac-
turing, and skilled trades. These
graduates are staying in Indiana.
From our state’s smallest towns to its
largest cities, Indiana needs the
teachers, nurses, and others that are
being educated here in ECI. In the
years ahead, we’re excited to see
more graduates embrace the quality
of  life that East Central Indiana
offers — small-town conveniences,
low cost of  living, and access to excel-
lent schools and amenities.

Leading in cybersecurity
Another area where East Central

Indiana is making its mark is cyber-
security. As cybercrime becomes an
increasingly significant threat, our
region is stepping up to boost the
cyber workforce pipeline. Ivy Tech-
Muncie has developed custom cours-
es to support law enforcement offi-
cers who are tackling cybercrime.
Ball State University is creating the
Cardinal Academy of  Digital Securi-
ty and Education to complement its
existing cybersecurity degree pro-
grams. And Anderson University’s
Center for Security Studies and
Cyber Defense offers highly competi-
tive internships in this critical field
while also leading efforts to advance
coordination between universities
across Indiana that are offering
cybersecurity programs.

In late July, the foundation part-
nered with the Indiana Commission
for Higher Education to host over 100
officials from across Indiana. Repre-
sentatives from the military, private

sector, state government, and higher
education gathered in Muncie to dis-
cuss expanding the cyber workforce
pipeline. This is an exciting niche for
rural Indiana, and we are fully com-
mitted to supporting it. Building on
years of  dedicated work in this area,
East Central Indiana is poised to
become a statewide leader in cyberse-
curity, addressing one of  the most
pressing challenges of  our time.

Embracing assets
I’m also excited about our region’s

growing reputation for outdoor recre-
ation, particularly along our rivers.
East Central Indiana is home to the
headwaters of  five rivers, including
the White River, which flows through
our communities. For decades,
Muncie has been a leader in cleaning
up the White River, and we now boast
some of  the best stretches of  this
river in the region.

In recent years, Muncie has
removed or significantly modified
four of  our five dams along the White
River, creating tremendous recre-
ational potential. Plans are in place
for up to five new kayak and canoe
launches in the heart of  Muncie
— and, at the same time, we’re work-
ing with Taylor University in Upland
to improve recreational access to the
Mississinewa River. These rivers
rival some of  the best in the Midwest
for fishing, kayaking, and canoeing,
and we’re eager to share this story
with the world.

Up for the challenge
There’s a lot at stake in communi-

ties across Indiana. We’re all working
hard to attract businesses, provide
top-quality education, retain popula-
tion, and build a better life for those
who live in our communities — both
rural and urban alike. East Central
Indiana has faced its share of  chal-
lenges, but I’m particularly opti-
mistic about the future of  this region.
We are redefining ourselves, leaning
into our strengths, and building a
brighter future for all who call this
place home.

••••••••••
Fisher is president and CEO of  Ball

Brothers Foundation.

Reasons for optimism are many

VOLUME 151–NUMBER 111
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2024

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day, Fourth
of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas — holidays are observed
on Tuesday when they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic
Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371.
Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Commercial Review,
309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call
(260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

RAY COONEY
President, editor and publisher

LOUISE RONALD
Board chair

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $11;

13 weeks – $36; six months – $68; one year – $122.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12; 13

weeks – $44; six months – $74; one year – $140.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13 weeks – $49; six months –

$80; one year – $151.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Niki
Kelly

Guest
Editorial

Jud
Fisher



The Commercial Review
Friday, September 20, 2024 Agriculture Page 5

Make your in-store promotion/sale

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Advertising solutions to reach
Blackford, Jay and Randolph counties!

Publishers of The Commercial Review,
The News-Gazette, The News & Sun,

The News Times and The Red Ball Express.

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review

Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette

One 4x4 ad in The News Times

One 4x4 ad in The News and Sun

for $300
Or run two 4x4 ads

in the publication(s) of your choice during September for:

The Commercial Review – $156
The News-Gazette – $145
The News Times – $120

The News and Sun – $120

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

Advertise your boutique or clothing business
in all of our publications

By Inside Climate News
For the third year in a row,

extreme drought conditions in
the Midwest are drawing down
water levels on the Mississippi
River, raising prices for compa-
nies that transport goods down-
stream and forcing governments
and business owners to seek
alternative solutions.

The situation could signal an
emerging reality for the region,
scientists say, as climate change
alters the planet’s weather pat-
terns and inches the average
global temperature continually
upwards.

“Without question, it’s discour-
aging that we’re in year three of
this. Because that is quite unique
to have multiple years in a row of
this,” said Mike Steenhoek, exec-
utive director of  the Soy Trans-
portation Coalition, a trade
organization representing Mid-
west soy growers. “We’re obvi-
ously trending in the wrong
direction.”

Since 2022, much of  the Mid-
west has experienced some level
of  drought, with the driest condi-
tions concentrated in Iowa, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, and Kansas.
Record rainfall in June and dur-
ing part of  July temporarily
broke that dry spell, forecasters
say, only for drought conditions to
reemerge in recent weeks along
the Ohio River basin, which typi-
cally supplies more water to the
Mississippi than any other major
tributary.

Water levels have been drop-
ping in the lower Mississippi
since mid-July, federal data
shows, reaching nearly 8 feet
below the historic average in
Memphis on September 12. In
October 2023, water levels
reached a record-low 12 feet in
Memphis. Remnants of  Hurri-
cane Francine, which made land-
fall in Louisiana Wednesday
night as a Category 2 storm, “will
provide only temporary relief,”
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration said in a
news release Wednesday.

“Rainfall over the Ohio Valley
is also not looking to be wide-
spread and heavy enough to gen-
erate lasting effects and antici-
pate that much of  the rainfall will
soak into the ground with little
runoff,” the agency said in the
release.

Those conditions have raised
prices for companies transport-
ing fuel and grain down the Mis-
sissippi in recent weeks, as load
restrictions force barge operators
to limit their hauls, which
squeezes their profit margin.
Barge rates from St. Louis
reached $24.62 per ton in late
August and $27.49 per ton by the

following week, according to the
U.S. Department of  Agriculture.

Steenhoek said barge prices
during the week ending Septem-
ber 3 were 8% higher than the
same week last year and 57%
higher than the three-year aver-
age. “It does change that supply
demand relationship,” he said,
“because now all of  a sudden
you’re having to transport a given
amount of  freight with less
capacity.”

Aaron Wilson, Ohio’s state cli-
matologist and a professor at
Ohio State University, said the
whiplash between this summer’s
record wet months and Septem-
ber’s drought conditions appears
to fit what could be an emerging
climate trend that researchers
have observed in recent years.

The Midwest region has gener-
ally gotten wetter over the
decades. The Fifth National Cli-
mate Assessment, released last
year, reported that annual precip-
itation increased by 5% to 15%
across much of  the Midwest in
the 30-year period leading up to
2021, compared to the average
between 1901 and 1960.

But evidence also suggests the
Midwest is experiencing more
frequent swings between extreme
wet and extreme dry seasons,
with climate models predicting
that the trend will persist into the
future, said Wilson, who was the
lead author of  the assessment’s
Midwest chapter.

“This was front and center for
us,” he said. “One of  the main
things that we talked about were
these rapid oscillations ...
between wet to dry and dry to wet
extremes.”

Research also suggests that sea-
sonal precipitation is trending in
opposite directions, and will con-
tinue to do so in the coming
decades, Wilson added. “And so
what you get is too much water in
the winter and spring and not
enough during the growing sea-
son,” he said, referring to sum-
mer months.

If  that evidence holds true, it
could have notable impacts on
U.S. food exports moving forward.

Transporting goods, including
corn, soy, and fuel, on the Missis-
sippi is more efficient pound for
pound than ground transporta-
tion, business groups say, and
gives the U.S. an edge in a com-
petitive global market. According
to the Waterways Council, a trade
association for businesses that
use the Mississippi River, a stan-
dard 15-barge load is equivalent
to 1,050 semi trucks or 216 train
cars—meaning domestic farmers
and other producers can save sig-
nificant time and money moving
their goods by boat.

The majority of  U.S. agricul-
tural exports rely on the Missis-
sippi to reach the international
market, as farmers move their
crops to export hubs on the Gulf
Coast, said Deb Calhoun, senior
vice president of  the Waterways
Council. “More than 65% of  our
national agriculture products
that are bound for export are
moving on this inland waterway
system,” she said. “So this system
is critical to farmers of  any size
farm. You can have a small farm
in the middle of  the Midwest and
you’re able to compete on the
world stage.”

The ramifications could be

especially harmful to the soy
industry, Steenhoek said, since
about half  of  the soy grown in
the U.S. is exported. By the last
week of  August, grain exports
transported by barge fell 17%
compared to the week before,
according to a Thursday
report released by the USDA.

Steenhoek said the increased
costs to U.S. growers hurt their
ability to compete globally. Any
price increase to domestic grain
could encourage international
clients to instead buy from rival
countries like Brazil or Argenti-
na, he said.

While it’s typical for water lev-
els on the Mississippi to drop
during the fall months, Steen-
hoek said, the recent years of
drought have been a real wakeup
call for farmers to diversify their
supply chains. Soy growers, he
said, have since set up new sup-
ply chain agreements with rail
lines and have even invested in
new export terminals in Wash-
ington state and on the coast of
Lake Michigan in Milwaukee.

Luckily, Calhoun said, disrup-
tions to river transportation this
year haven’t been nearly as bad
as they were last year, when the
Mississippi’s water levels
reached record lows. Several
barges were grounded last year
and in 2022, she said, referring to
when boats get stuck on the
riverbed or in areas where sedi-
ment has built up. That hasn’t
occurred so far this year. 

She chalks that up to proactive
efforts this year by companies
and federal agencies, like the
Army Corps of  Engineers, to mit-
igate transportation disruptions.

The Army Corps, for example,
she said, has been dredging the
riverbed earlier than normal in
anticipation of  potential disrup-
tions. Dredging involves moving
sediment on the riverbed from
areas where it can cause prob-
lems to boats to areas where it
won’t. 

Another silver lining, Calhoun
said, is that the droughts have
also prompted greater coopera-
tion and collaboration between
stakeholders, both public and
private. “We have seen even
greater cooperation over the last
three years with the Corps of
Engineers and with the Coast
Guard working very much in
concert with the industry,” she
said.

Wilson, Ohio’s climatologist,
said he has also seen stronger
cooperation among stakeholders
in tackling this issue. “It’s a mix
of  climate scientists, social scien-
tists and planners and emer-
gency preparedness folks that
are really coordinating this
effort,” he said.

The result, Calhoun said, is
that their coalition of  groups
have been able to handle the dis-
ruptions relatively well this year,
which leaves her feeling cau-
tiously optimistic. “It’s really
hard, you know, to track this and
try to figure out is it just normal?
Is it getting much worse? Are we
going to have to make significant
changes, and if  so, what would
they be? But we’re not there yet,”
she said.

••••••••••
This article originally appeared

on Inside Climate News. It is
republished with permission.

Mississippi water levels low

By JORDAN STRICKLER
University of Kentucky

The University of  Ken-
tucky Martin-Gatton Col-
lege of  Agriculture, Food
and Environment has
secured a $910,000
grant from the USDA to
develop and refine drone
technology in cattle man-
agement.  

This five-year project,
titled “Precision Livestock
Management: Cattle Moni-
toring and Herding Using
Cooperative Drones,”
explores how drones can
assist in herding, monitor-
ing and collecting physio-
logical data from beef  cat-
tle. The project aims to
reduce labor demands and
enhance operational effi-
ciency for livestock produc-
ers. 

“This project is a contin-
uation of  our ongoing
efforts to integrate technol-
ogy into livestock manage-
ment,” said principal inves-
tigator and Department of
Biosystems and Agricultur-
al Engineering (BAE) assis-
tant extension
professor Josh Jack-
son. “We’ve previously
worked on cattle monitor-
ing using drones, but now
our team is exploring how
these drones can be used
for herding. The idea is to
see if  we can move cattle
with drones in an effective
and safe way for the ani-
mals.” 

The research will focus

on several key objectives.
First, the team will develop
a multi-agent drone control
system that enables drones
to work semi-autonomous-
ly near cattle. This system
will be designed to adjust
its operations based on the
behavior and movement of
the animals, ensuring safe
and effective interaction. 

The project will also
examine the physiological
responses of  cattle, particu-
larly how different breeds
react to the drones’ pres-
ence and movement.  

“We’re interested in how
cattle of  various breeds
respond to the drones,”
Jackson said. “For
instance, we’ve seen in our
previous work that one
drone flying 30 feet above
ground level doesn’t bother
them much, but if  you
introduce a second drone
or change the flight pat-
tern, their response
changes. Understanding
these reactions is crucial
for developing practical
applications.” 

Another critical study

aspect will be developing
methods for estimating cat-
tle weight using drone-cap-
tured imagery. By creating
3D models from aerial pho-
tographs, Jackson hopes to
achieve accurate weight
estimates, which could sig-
nificantly streamline cattle
management practices.  

“The potential to esti-
mate cattle weight without
ever having to physically
handle the animals is excit-
ing,” Jackson said. “If  we
can get within 5% accuracy
using drones, it could revo-
lutionize how farmers
monitor the health and
growth of  their herds.” 

Economic feasibility will
also be a major focus. The
research team plans to
assess the cost-effective-
ness of  integrating drone
technology into various
scales of  cattle production.
This will include on-farm
trials to determine the opti-
mal number of  drones
needed for different herd
sizes and the potential
return on investment for
producers.  

“Farmers want to know
if  this technology makes
sense financially,” Jackson
added. “While it might not
be cost-effective right now,
there’s potential for future
advancements to make it
more accessible and afford-
able.” 

The interdisciplinary
team includes UK experts
from mechanical and aero-
space engineering, agricul-
tural economics and veteri-
nary science—ensuring
that the project addresses
both the technical chal-
lenges of  drone deploy-
ment and cattle producers’
practical needs. 

“An exciting part of
working on a team with
such a broad range of
expertise is you’re con-
stantly learning something
new,” said Michael Sama,
who is a collaborator on the
project. “We’ve come a long
way in just a few years
researching drone use for
livestock management and
are looking forward to
where this project leads
us.” 

UK will study drone tech
Project could change how

cattle producers save time,
money and improve animal welfare

Drought is
trouble for

farmers and
supply chains

Tribune News Service/Minneapolis Star Tribune/David Joles

A woman and children explore a dried up channel of the Mississippi River in August 2021 in Mississippi Gateway
Regional Park in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. Drought conditions in the Midwest again this year are raising prices for companies
that transport goods downstream and forcing governments and business owners to seek alternative solutions.
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$12.40 
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6 insertions.... $1.14/
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12 insertions. $1.52/
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26 insertions. $1.77/
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Includes

Online.......FREE
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No borders or logos
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Card of Thanks Up to
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words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
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to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
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business opportunities,
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sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
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and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

SEMI-ANNUAL RUM-
MAGE SALE Randolph
County 4-H Grounds
Sept. 21st 9am-2pm 15
Booths, lots for every-
one! 
TWO FAMILY YARD
SALE Friday-Saturday
9a-4p@1310 Meadow
Ln. Portland IN. Name
Brand Clothing, Furni-
ture, Afghans. Little bit of
everything.  

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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ONLINE ONLY-COM-
MERCIAL REAL
Estate Auction

Tuesday, September
24th
10AM

Located:  030 E 500 S 
Portland, IN

OPEN HOUSE: 
Monday, Sept 16th 
from 10am-12pm

COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE

19,008 sq. ft. building,
352’ long x 56’ wide, 16’
ceiling height, Wood
heater & LP Furnace,
fully insulated with alu-
minum ceiling and side

walls.
6” Concrete Floors with
drains, Office Area, Situ-
ated on 3.4 +/- acres,

Year built 2002.
OWNERS:  

JACKIE & SHARON
WALL

Krueckeberg Auction /
Realty

260-724-7402
Josh Krueckeberg
AU# 19800008
AC # 31500055

Note:  See Terms on
Website

www.kjauction.com  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 2400 N 400 E
Winchester, IN

Saturday Morning
October 12th, 2024

10:00 A.M.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 2 bath,
ranch style home 1232
sq. ft of living area and 2
car attached garage.

Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,
gas fireplace and a large
rear composite deck

with gazebo.  2 outbuild-
ings.  Property includes
20 acres with 2 acres
tillable, a pond and

woods.  This is a must
see property that has
been well maintained
and is move in ready.  
For more information or
a private showing con-

tact 
LOY REAL ESTATE &

AUCTION 
260-726-2700 or 

Gary Loy Auctioneer
260-726-5160

Personal property will
sell immediately follow-
ing the real estate.
JAMES V. LEWIS

ESTATE
By Dave Tillman Person-

al Representative
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY OCTOBER
12TH, 2024

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 715 E MAIN

ST
PORTLAND, IN.

OPEN HOUSE  SEPT.
29TH 1-3PM. Both prop-
erties will be offered at

715 E Main St.
REAL ESTATE

715 E Main St.-3 Bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom bun-
galow containing 1984
sq ft finished living area.
Central air, Det. garage
w/heated shop. Move in

condition.
660 E Water St.-2 Bed-
room home containing
936 sq ft finished living
area, Central air 20” x
24 “ detached garage.

GUNS
Ruger security six

357mag revolver, Sav-
age hex barrel

22cal.pump, Parker
Brothers 12ga side by
side with rabbit ears.
Large lot of ammo.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC
Cedar chest, Shoe shine
box, Victor combination
safe, Old Radios, Coke
Cooler, Wooden Keg,
Sofa and coffee table.
WOODWORKING-

SHOP-MISC
Grizzly 10” table saw,
Grizzly router, Power-
matic 12” planer, roll
away tool box, Utility
carts and cabinets, V
bottom aluminum boat
and trailer, Fishing Poles
and supplies, Several

items not mentioned.
OWNERS; DONALD
SUTTON ESTATE,

HELEN (Toni) SUTTON
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday September

28th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1854 W SR
28,

RIDGEVILLE, IN.
MOWERS-TRAILER-

SHOP TOOLS
Grasshopper 725K with
1453 Hours, JD 345 rid-
ing mower with 54” cut.
Single axel utility trailer,
Bullens 1050 garden
tractor, Craftsman roll
around tool box, Chain-

saw sharpener
8 chain link panels,

Dewalt and Craftsman
battery powered tools.

GUNS
Rugar 22cal single 6
pistol, Rugar 9mm with
clip, Deuttsche-Waften
model 1908 military rifle

bolt action w/sight,
Ammo, knife sets.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC
Sessions mantel clock,
Trunk, Child’s chair,

Setee, Galvanized Tubs,
Indiana glass, & other
collectible glassware,
Longaberger baskets,
Overstuffed chair, Lin-
den wall clock, Glider
Swing, Fishing poles &

supplies.
OWNERS; MAX WIN-
NINGHAM, DECEASED
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 21TH, 2024 
TIME 10:00 A. M. 

LOCATED: 1136 N 550
W PORTLAND, IN 
VEHICLES-GUNS 

1967 Chevrolet Camero
(non running), 2018
Chevy Colorado quad
cab 4x4 with 32,000
miles, 1987 Chevrolet
S10, 1992 Jeep Wran-
gler, Case NF tractor,
Smith & Wesson model
22A Cal. camo with
peep sight, Ruger 57

5.78x28 cal. w/clip, Bay-
lor 12 guage side by

side, Large lot of ammo,
Reloading equipment,
Compound bows and

arrows. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD-GARAGE ITEMS 
Drink Royal Crown Cola
Thermometer, Crank
telephone, Handmade
quilts, Pie Safe, Vintage
tricycle, Violin, Banjo,
Crocks, 5 gallon milk

cans, pull type combine,
steel wheel spreader,

Wood stoves, Rally rear
tine tiller, Go cart
frames, Yard roller,

Large lot of hardwood
lumber-oak and walnut,

Collectible coins. 
OWNER: Darry Rowles

Estate- 
Lydia Rowles Executor 
NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos. 
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

www.auctionzip.com  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

ESTATE SALE: HOME-
STEAD. 3560 sq ft
house w/lg basement, 2
car garage, 5 bdrm, 3
bath, cntl air & heat,
combined w/ceiling heat
& gas logs. Therapy pool
w/treadmill & swim jets,
built in 2007, Kitchen
remodel in 2015. 2 bath-
rooms remodeled in
2023. Large pin frame
barn & approx 40,000
bushel grain storage & a
3,000 bushel per hr grain
leg. Call 765-546-8221 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 220 REAL ESTATE 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of the Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38D01-2405-MF-000007, wherein Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans, LLC was Plaintiff, and James Bercaw, was a Defendant, re-
quiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with in-
terest and costs, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder,
on the 10th day of October, 2024 at 10:00 AM of said day, at 120 N.
Court Street, Ste.305, Portland, IN 47371, the fee simple of the whole
body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

PART AND PARCEL OF OUT LOT FIVE (5) IN BLOCK TWO (2)
IN THE WEST ADDITION TO PORTLAND, INDIANA, DE-
SCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID OUT LOT SIXTY SIX (66) FEET WEST OF THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER THEREOF, ANO RUNNING THENCE
NORTH ABOUT TEN (10) RODS TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH
LINE OF CRANE ALLEY IN SAID ADDITION, THENCE WEST
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF CRANE ALLEY, SIXTY-SIX (66)
FEET TO THE TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND HERETOFORE
DEEDED BY ONE CHRISTOPHER S. ARTHUR AND WIFE TO
ONE OTIS H. AND JENNIE S. WALTERS (SEE DEED RECORD
47 PAGE 473, JAY COUNTY RECORDS); THENCE SOUTH
ABOUT TEN (10) RODS TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID OUT LOT, THENCE EAST ON SAID SOUTH LINE, SIXTY-
SIX (66) FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.
38-07-20-103-110.000-034
and commonly known as: 710 W Main St, Portland, IN 47371.

Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, ease-
ments and restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and ex-
tinguished in the proceedings known as Cause # 38D01-2405-MF-
000007 in the Superior Court of the County of Jay Indiana, and
subject to all real estate taxes, and assessments currently due,
delinquent or which are to become a lien.
Said sale will be made without relief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at
the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee, or the Mortgagee's Attorney. 

Larry R. Newton, Jr.
Jay County Sheriff
Doyle & Foutty, P.C

41 E Washington St, STE 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204

DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
CR 9-6,13,20-2024- HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today      

Jay County — Football at Bluffton – 7 p.m.;
Junior high cross country at Selma  – 4:45 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Football vs. St. John’s – 7
p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Girls golf sectional at Crestview

Golf Course – 9 a.m.; Cross country at Yorktown
Jim Leffler Invite – 10 a.m.; Boys soccer at Wood-
lan – 10 a.m.; Girls soccer at Woodlan – 12 p.m.;
Junior high tennis vs. Hagerstown – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at MAC Champi-
onships at Mercer County Elks – 8:30 a.m.; Girls
golf at MAC Championships at Stillwater Valley
Golf Club – 8:30 a.m.; Cross country at Tour de
Sewer – 9 a.m.; Middle school cross country at
Tour de Sewer – 9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

9 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

5:20 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Bass Pro

Shops Night Race (USA)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at

Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Stanford at

Syracuse (ESPN)
8 p.m. — College football: Illinois at Nebraska

(FOX)
10:30 p.m. — Boxing: Jaime Munguia vs. Erik

Bazinyan (ESPN)

Saturday
5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Chelsea at

West Ham United (USA)
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
10 a.m. — Premier League: AFC Bournemouth

at Liverpool (USA)
12 p.m. — College football: Florida at Missis-

sippi State (ESPN); N.C. State at Clemson (ABC);
Houston at Cincinnati (FS1); Kansas at West Vir-
ginia (ESPN2); Charlotte at Indiana (BTN); Mar-
shall at Ohio State (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Manchester
United at Crystal Palace (NBC)

1:10 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

3:30 p.m. — College football: USC at Michi-
gan (CBS); Miami (OH) at Notre Dame (NBC);
Georgia Tech at Louisville (ESPN2); Arizona State
at Texas Tech (FS1); Kent State at Penn State
(BTN); Arkansas at Auburn (ESPN); UCLA at LSU
(ABC)

4 p.m. — College football: Utah at Oklahoma
State (FOX)

5 p.m. — College football: TCU at SMU (ABC)
7 p.m. — College football: Miami at South

Florida (ESPN); Cal at Florida State (ESPN2);
Northwestern at Washington (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Tennessee at
Oklahoma (ABC); Iowa at Minnesota (NBC)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Bass Pro
Shops Night Race (USA)

8 p.m. — College football: Baylor at Colorado
(FOX)

9:45 p.m. — College football: Portland State
at Boise State (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — College football: Kansas State
at BYU (ESPN)

Local notes
JC Tumbling hosting

JC Tumbling and gymnastics will host an
open gym on Saturday, Sept. 21. The event will
start at 9 a.m. and last two hours.

Admission costs $10 and all proceeds go to
the JC Flipsters competitive gymnastics team. 

Outing announced
The Rocket Rally for 18 holes golf

tournament is set for Sept. 29 at Portland Golf
Club with a 10 a.m. start time. 

The tournament still has space for up to six
more teams. It costs $240 per team that
includes green fees and cart rental.

There will also be a fellowship meal at the
Greazy Pickle at 3 p.m. following the outing.

Hole sponsorships are also available with a
minimum of $100 for the spot.

The Rockets are also collecting items for a
Facebook Auction and raffle prizes for the golf
outing. Items need to be donated by Sept. 20
so that the auction can go live on Sept. 23.

To sign up a team, inquire about a hole
sponsorship or donate an item, contact coach
Randy Miller by calling (260) 703-2003 or Sam
Murdock by calling (260) 251-5514.

Final races
The second-to-last race in the Adams County

5K Challenge is the Callithumpian Canter on Oct.
8.

A fun run will start at 1:30 p.m., with the 5K

to follow at 2 p.m.  at the River Greenway.
Preregistration is $20 for the 5K and $10 for

the fun run until Sept. 23. Admission will be
raised to $25 and $15 after Sept. 23.

Preregistration can be done at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

The final race of the season, the Rainbow
Lake 5K Run/Walk, will take place on Nov. 26.

Turkey Trot sign-up open
Cooper Farms will be hosting its 17th annual

Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit
EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be
splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There
will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race, as
well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search for
“Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on speedy-
feet.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The role of  a general

manager at university ath-
letics programs has become
increasingly important in
the era of  name, image and
likeness opportunities. In
addition to fundraising and
assisting with alumni rela-
tions, Wojnarowski will
work with NIL collectives
and help manage the trans-
fer portal.

Wojnarowski is a St.
Bonaventure alumnus
(class of  1991) and has
maintained a strong rela-
tionship with the basket-
ball program and Jandoli
School of  Communication.
He and his wife, Amy, met
as St. Bonaventure under-
graduates.

“I’m hopeful to share
with members of  our com-
munity some best practices
learned from the most suc-
cessful franchises and
minds in the NBA and com-
mitted to opening doors
globally for our players
both on and off  the court,”
Wojnarowski said.

Bob Beretta, St. Bonaven-
ture vice president and
director of  Intercollegiate
Athletics, welcomed Woj-
narowski with open arms.

“At a time of  tremendous
turbulence within the
intercollegiate athletics
enterprise, we are making
a strong statement that St.
Bonaventure continues to
be on the forefront of
change,” Beretta said in a
statement. “This is a bold
move that aligns with our
institutional goals to con-
tinue to grow and flourish.”

St. Bonaventure has qual-
ified for the NCAA Tourna-
ment three times since 2012
and last season went 20-13.

Wojnarowski worked at
Yahoo Sports from 2007 to
2015, beginning as an NBA
columnist until eventually
helping launch Yahoo’s
standalone NBA site, the
Vertical, and serving as its
editor.

“Woj is the perfect person
to fill this new role, combin-
ing his intimate knowledge
of  St. Bonaventure and our
Franciscan values with a
deep network of  relation-
ships he has built across
the worlds of  professional
and intercollegiate basket-
ball,” Beretta said. “The
fact that the preeminent
journalist in his field is
willing to walk away from a
lucrative media career to
serve his alma mater in a
support role is a testament
to his love and passion for
Bona’s.”

Jimmy Pitaro, chairman
at ESPN, said on X that Woj-

narowski’s “work ethic is
second to none. He is
extraordinarily talented
and fearless. He has led the
industry at ESPN, and his
dedication to the craft and
to fans is legendary.

“While we will miss his
daily output, we completely
understand his decision to
make a lifestyle change and
slow down a bit. We know
he will continue to thrive in
this next chapter, and he
has our collective gratitude
and support.”

The NBA issued a state-
ment that ended with a
playful nod to Wojnarows-
ki’s multitude of  sources
within the league.

“The NBA family con-
gratulates Woj on a well-
earned next chapter,” the
NBA said on X. “He’s been
an integral part of  our
league for decades and we
wish him all the best in his
new venture.

“Sources close to the situ-
ation say that his future is
bright.”

Retires ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Tribe triumph
Fort Recovery High School’s Brynn Willmann swings during

the FRHS win over Minster on Tuesday. Willmann had four aces and
three kills in the team’s first MAC victory of the season.

‘Woj is the perfect person to fill
this new role, combining his

intimate knowledge of St.
Bonaventure and our

Franciscan values with a deep
network of relationships he

has built across the worlds of
professional and

intercollegiate basketball.’
—Bob Beretta
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Trevor Heitkamp scores in
his first collegiate meet,
see story below

Jay County football 
travels to Bluffton today,

see Sports on tap

In high school, Trevor
Heitkamp often finished near
the top of  the boys race to pro-
vide the Fort Recovery High
School team with its best score.

In his first collegiate meet,
he didn’t top his team, but he
did provide a valuable score to
lift it to the top.

Heitkamp, a 2024 graduate of
FRHS, provided the 13th score
for the Roberts Wesleyan Uni-
versity men’s cross country
team during the season opener
on Sept.14 at the Daemen
Alumni Invitational in
Amherst, New York.

Heitkamp’s score helped con-
tribute to a first-place finish
for the Redhawks, which
totaled 46 points. The runner-
up, Daemen, finished with 58.

The freshman finished 14th
overall with a time of  28 min-
utes, 26.5 seconds. He finished
fourth on his team behind a
pair of  seniors and fellow
freshman Jakob Zibbel.

Whitney Rammel
Fort Recovery — 2022

Had her strongest match of  the
season for the East Tennessee
State University volleyball team
as the Buccaneers took down the
West Vriginia Mountaineers 25-
21, 16-25, 25-21, 25-19 on Sept. 13.

Rammel dominated for ETSU
(5-4) at the net with a season-high
13 kills and seven blocks. She fin-
ished with a .571 hitting percent-
age as well.

Leading up to the win over
WVU, Rammel had 25 kills over a
four match stretch that included
victories over Gardner-Webb and
Kennesaw State and losses to Vir-
ginia and Liberty.

She had nine kills against Ken-

nesaw State and seven blocks at
Liberty.

Paige Fortkamp
Fort Recovery — 2021

Tallied 44 kills for the Universi-
ty of  Saint Francis volleyball
team as it got swept in its last four
matches.

The losing streak began on
Aug. 31, in which the Cougars (7-
10) have lost six consecutive
matches in three sets.

Fortkamp’s best match came
against Goshen, in which she had
19 kills, six digs and an ace.

During the previous four loss-
es, the senior recorded 24 digs,
three aces and one block.

Jalyn Bruns
Fort Recovery — 2022

Put up the third-best score for
the IU East women’s golf  team on
Sept. 7 at The Players Club as part
of  a third-place finish out of  eight
teams.

The Red Wolves’ score of  981
strokes fell short of  host Taylor

University (906) and Grace Col-
lege (955) for the top two spots.

Bruns finished with 248 strokes
through three rounds of  golf,
which was 32 strokes over par.
The Fort Recovery graduate shot
her best round on the second day
as a 79 split up an 83 and 86.

Cali Wendel
Fort Recovery — 2024

Found success in the back row
for the Edison State Community
College volleyball team in a trio
of  matches.

Wendel set a career-high 30 digs
in a 3-1 loss to Owens Community
College on Sept. 7. She earned
three aces in the match as well.

Following up her career-high in
digs, she set a new career-best in
aces as she found the floor four
times as the Chargers (5-7) swept
Lake Michigan College on Sept.
14. The freshman had earned 12
digs against the Red Hawks.

Later on Sept. 14, Wendel had
15 digs and two aces in a 3-1 win
over Glen Oaks Community Col-
lege.

Paige Fortkamp
Fort Recovery — 2024

Set a career-high in assists
as the University of  Saint
Francis volleyball team fell to
Goshen in three sets on Sept.
14.

Fortkamp previously had 24
assists in a win against Saint
Mary, but broke that mark with
27 against Goshen. The FRHS
graduate assisted hitters 83
times over the past four games.

The freshman also had 14
digs, 10 kills, six blocks and
three aces over the stretch.

Lindy Wood
Jay County — 2022

Finished in 136th for the Uni-
versity of  St. Francis women’s
cross country team at the Twi-
light Invite hosted by Indiana
Wesleyan University on Sept. 6.

Wood finished the race with
a time of  26:46.5. Seven other
Cougars finished in front of
her, leading to a seventh-place
finish in the 20-team field. 

Heitkamp helps Redhawks in first collegiate meet
Collegiate
check-up

Photo provided

Proclamation signed
Mayor Jeff Westlake recently signed a proclamation for National Gymnastics Day. JC

Tumbling and Gymnastics will hold an open house Saturday from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Admission
is $10 per kid and all proceeds will benefit the JC Flipsters competitive gymnastics team.

By STEVE HENSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — The
person who broke so much
NBA news that his scoops
earned a pithy nickname
announced on X on Tues-
day that he is leaving
ESPN and retiring from
sports journalism to
become general manager
of  the men’s basketball
program at his alma
mater, St. Bonaventure
University.

Adrian Wojnarowski,
known simply as Woj, lit-
tered the hoops landscape
with “Woj bombs,” break-
ing news that he reported
first, accurately and with
context.

Wojnarowski, 55, was
hired by ESPN in 2017
after emerging as a must-
read news hound and
columnist at Yahoo Sports
in 2007. He previously
worked at the Record of
Bergen County, N.J.

According to the Athlet-
ic, Wojnarowski makes
about $7 million a year at
ESPN and has three years
left on his contract, mean-
ing he is leaving about $20
million on the table. The
average salary for a gener-
al manager at a Division 1
university is between
$130,020 and $172,958,
according to Salaries.com.

A successor to Woj-
narowski has not been
named, although Shams
Charania and Chris
Haynes are the most obvi-
ous choices.

Charania, 30, broke into
the business at Yahoo

Sports under Wojnarows-
ki, and his contracts with
the Athletic, Stadium and
FanDuel expire soon.
Haynes, 42, has left TNT,
whose parent company
Warner Bros. Discovery is
in litigation with the NBA.
ESPN stalwart Pat McAfee
said on the air Wednesday
that Charania should be
the front-runner.

Wojnarowski’s last Woj
bomb was about himself.

“I’m thrilled and hum-
bled to return to St.
Bonaventure with an
opportunity to serve the
university, Coach Mark
Schmidt and our elite
Atlantic 10 men’s basket-
ball program,” Woj-
narowski said in a news
release from the school.
“In these changing times
of  college sports, I’m
eager to join a champi-
onship program that com-
bines high-level basket-
ball, national television
exposure, pro preparation
and NIL opportunities
with an intimate, support-
ive educational environ-
ment.”

See Retires page 7

Woj retires
from ESPN

NBA
journalist will
take job as St.
Bonaventure

University
basketball GM

By C. ISAIAH SMALLS II
Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

MIAMI — Miami Dolphins quar-
terback Tua Tagovailoa will be
placed on injured reserve, accord-
ing to NFL insiders Ian Rapoport
and Mike Garafolo. 

This comes less than a week after
Tagovailoa suffered a concussion

during the Dolphins 31-10 loss to the
Buffalo Bills. 

The franchise quarterback will
miss the next four games and be eli-
gible to return after the Dolphins’
Oct. 20 matchup against the Indi-
anapolis Colts.

Tagovailoa went down in the
third quarter of  Thursday’s game

against the Bills when the quarter-
back attempted to scramble on a
crucial fourth down near the red
zone. While diving head-first for the
first down marker, Tagovailoa col-
lided with Bills safety Damar Ham-
lin’s abdomen. He laid on the
ground for several minutes after the
hit but was able to walk off  the field
on his own power.

Tagovailoa out until week 8


