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Storm strikes

Jay County Junior-Senior High, teacher’s home
and American Legion hilt with most severe damage

By RAY COONEY
and BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Twisted metal and other
debris were strewn across the
parking lot and grassy area in
front of Jay County Junior-
Senior High School, where
entrances to the facility were
blocked off by barricades and
school buses after emergency
vehicles departed.

A house across the highway
had most of its roof torn off.

Rubble from the second floor
of Portland’s American Legion
post was piled in its parking lot.

A storm with high winds,
including a reported tornado,
hit Jay County on Sunday
evening with the most severe
damage at the junior-senior high
school, a home in the Beacon
Heights housing addition across
Indiana 67 and at the American
Legion post at the intersection
of Walnut and Ship streets.

There was additional damage
at Sheffer Acres, along Tyson
Road and generally in the area
between Water and Walnut
streets in Portland.

Jay Schools were closed Mon-
day.

“To me, it looks like a quarter
of that building has got some
significant damage to the roof,
which affected the interior, pri-
marily in the area of the IMC
and those adjacent rooms,” said
Jay School Corporation superin-
tendent Jeremy Gulley at 10:40
p.m. Sunday, adding that the rest
of the building looked normal
except a few ceiling panels. He
also noted the heating ventila-
tion and cooling equipment
strewn across the property.
“You've got a lot of fluids and
items that are associated with
HVAC that are now on the floor
in that portion of the building.”

A house owned by Kyle Love, a
junior-senior high teacher, at
2041 Indiana 67 in the Beacon
Heights addition had most of its
roof torn off. He was watching
“Football Night in America” and
awaiting the start of the Sunday
Night Football game between
the Kansas City Chiefs and
Atlanta Falcons to begin when
the storm hit.

“I was watching TV, scrolling
through TikTok, waiting for the
game to start, relaxing, and
heard rain. And then all of a

sudden the sound kind of
changed — almost a jet engine
type of sound, like a really
weird, high-speed wind sound,”
said Love.

The noise prompted him to get
up off the couch and look out his
front window.

“I saw debris flying every-
where,” Love added. “The next
thing you know, I saw my front
porch covering lift off the
ground and I was struck with
falling ceiling. That knocked me
down to the couch.

“Insulation was flying every-
where, so it was hard to see, hard
to breathe, hard to know what
was going on.”

See Strikes page 2
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Jay County Junior-Senior
High School and Portland
American Legion Post 211
were severely damaged during
a storm Sunday evening.
Pictured above, a piece of
metal debris is intertwined
with a snapped tree in front of
the junior-senior high. All Jay
Schools were closed Monday.
At right, what used to be the
second floor of the American
Legion post sits in the parking
lot on the northwest side of
the building.
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Hudson

died in

tractor accident

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

A rural Portland
man died Friday after
his tractor flipped on
him at the Tri-State
Gas Engine and Trac-
tor Association
grounds.

David L. Hudson, 64,
died as a result of the
accident that occurred
on the grounds on the
west side of Morton
Street in Portland
across from Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds.

Hudson sustained
blunt force trauma to
the head, killing him
instantly, according to
Jay County coroner
Michael Brewster. He
was pronounced dead
at the scene.

Portland police
received a call from

Patricia, about 11:51
p.m. Friday.  She
explained she hadn’t
heard from her broth-
er, David Hudson,
since 7:30 a.m. Friday.
David Hudson left
that morning to work
at the Tri-State
grounds at 1010 N.
Morton St.

Police found Hud-
son’s body pinned
under his 2005 John
Deere tractor in a
ditch on the west side
of the grounds.

According to a
report, Portland
police suspect Hudson
had been fixing areas
in the grounds when
he backed up his trac-
tor too far, causing its
back tires to fall into
the ditch. The tractor
flipped on top of Hud-

Hudson’s sister, son, crushing him. by the county in November 2021. joining the power grid, leading to
The company will provide about delays for project studies and
$1.3 million in economic develop- approvals.

Deaths Weather In review
About an inch of rain fell
during Sunday evening’s Jay County Highway

Kay Neumayr, 81, Attica
Sandy Clack, 58, Fort

Recovery

Harry Hiday, 70, Salamo-
nia
Michael Bartlett, 65, Pen-
nville

Details on page 2.
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Scout agreement updated

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Sun Chief Solar is working
through the process to amend its
project timeline.

Jay County Commissioners on
Monday approved amendments to
the economic development agree-
ment with Scout Clean Energy for
its Sun Chief Solar project.

Most notably, the updated agree-
ment includes a two-year extension
on the proposed timeline for Scout
Clean Energy to begin construction
and start operations and requires
the company to provide its first eco-
nomic development payment before
construction is completed.

Scout’s plans call for a 100-
megawatt facility northeast of Red-
key. Located on approximately 1,200
acres near the company’s Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm, Sun Chief Solar
first moved through Jay County
governmental proceedings about
three years ago.

Scout is estimated to save about
$3.8 million in property taxes with
its 10-year tax abatement approved

ment payments to the county over
four years, and its facility is project-
ed to result in additional $38.9 mil-
lion in assessed value. It is projected
to generate more than $24 million in
property taxes over its 35-year life.

Scout Clean Energy east region
associate project manager Spencer
Micali noted Monday construction
on the project will include between
100 and 150 workers. Once opera-
tional, Sun Chief Solar will have up
to two permanent employees on site
for general maintenance.

Sun Chief has been working
through regional transmission
organization PJM Interconnection’s
process for hooking up to the elec-
trical grid. Similar to other prospec-
tive farms in Jay County — they
include Skycrest Solar planned in
Penn and Jackson townships, Rose
Gold Solar planned north of
Dunkirk and New Jay Solar planned
east of Dunkirk — Sun Chief has
been impacted by delays amid the
PJM process. PJM announced plans
in April 2022 to revamp its analysis
process for new electricity services

Wednesday — Coverage of

Coming up

Projects have been divided into
three queues, and Sun Chief Solar's
application was sorted into the
“fast track” Sept. 13. (Because of
this, Micali pointed out, Sun Chief
could be the first among the Jay
County solar farm projects to begin
construction.)

Hopes are for Sun Chief to secure
its interconnection service agree-
ment by the end of this year, noted
Micali. Construction would begin
in June, with commercial opera-
tions to start just over a year later.

Per the new agreement timeline,
Scout must begin construction on
the facility no later than Dec. 31,
2026, with completion set for no
later than Dec. 31, 2027.

“We're asking for an extra year,
that’s simply out of an abundance
of caution,” said Micali. “(We)

’

payment no later than six months
following the start of construction.
See Agreement page 2
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storm. The high temperature
was 84 degrees and the low
was 7.

The forecast calls for rain
tonight with a low in the
upper 50s. Skies will be mostly
cloudy Wednesday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Department reported that
county road 700 West between
county roads 200 South and
300 South is closed indefinite-
ly because of problems with a
bridge. It will remain closed
until bridge repairs can be
completed.

this week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls soccer game
against Delta.

Friday — Coverage of this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.
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Agreement ...

Continued from page 1
(Previously, the first pay-
ment was due no later than 15

requesting to amend the pro-
ject’s timeline with Jay County
Plan Commission and to pro-

Jeanne Houchins and Randy
May absent on Sept. 11. It also
approved updating the timeline

those payments almost on
track with what would’ve come
in under the old agreement.”

payments within a couple of
months of ... when they would
have come in originally,” said

Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated
$208 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $62
million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-4-0
Daily Four: 5-8-8-1
Evening
Daily Three: 5-7-3
Daily Four: 1-4-3-6

44-46-60-67-68-71-75
Cash 5: 6-17-26-41-44
Estimated jackpot:
$747,500

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-8-3
Pick 4: 9-3-3-2
Pick 5: 4-2-8-6-3
Evening
Pick 3: 1-4-7
Pick 4: 1-2-9-8
Pick 5: 7-5-2-0-4
Rolling Cash 5: 16-22-
30-35-37

Quick Draw: 1-4-9-10- Estimated  jackpot:
14-15-17-18-25-27-39-41-42-  $110,000
Cooper Farms Oct. beans ................ 9.87
Fort Recovery Wheat .........ccveuneee. 5.33
(076) 1 1 FRRUUTUR 3.60
Oct. corn ........c....... 365 ADM .
Wheat ......ccoevevevenn 3.85 Montpelier
80}[‘n .......................... 3.64
: Ak Ct. COrn oeeeeeeerennenn. 3.64
Fgﬁ;lﬂorefmmg Beans......ccccccoevnnnnnnn. 9.87
C Oct. beans ................ 9.87
[0 48 0 PO PRI 3.67 Wheat .................... 5.138
Oct. corn .......ccuuu..... 3.67
Dec. corn ................. 3.92 Heartland
The Andersons  Cupthony  ow
Richland Township  Oct.corn................... 3.47
Corn ..oeeevvvveeneeennnn 362 BeanS.....occoeeeeennnn. 9.65
Oct. corn ......eeeueee. 3.62 Jan.beans.............. 10.03
Beans......ccccccoeeennnne. 9.87 Wheat .....cceuvveeennnn. 5.03

Today in history

In 1896, author E.Scott
Fitzgerald was born in St.
Paul, Minnesota. He is
best known for his classic
American novel “The
Great Gatsby.” (He is
named after his distant
cousin, Francis Scott Key,
author of “The Star-
Spangled Banner.”)

In 1934, Babe Ruth
played his final game for
the New York Yankees.

In 1936, Jim Henson
was born in Greenville,
Mississippi. The pup-
peteer and filmmaker is
the creator of the “Mup-
pets.”

In 1938, Don Budge
became the first to win a
tennis Grand Slam with
his victory over Gene
Mako at the U.S. Open.

In 1947, the World
Women’s Party met for
the first time since World
War II.

In 1948, Soichiro
Honda founded Honda
Motor Company.

In 1957, federal troops
were sent to Little Rock,
Arkansas, to maintain
order and enforce the
right of Black students to
attend school during the
era of racial desegrega-
tion.

In 1960, the US.
launched the Enterprise,
the first nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier.

In 1968, the hour-long
news magazine “60 Min-
utes” debuted on CBS.

In 1973, Guinea-Bis-
sau declared its inde-
pendence from Portugal.

In 1979, CompuServe
began offering one of the
first consumer online
services.

In 1991, alternative
rock group Nirvana
released its album “Nev-
ermind.”

In 1993, Norodom
Sihanouk was crowned
king of Cambodia for the
second time.

In 1994, Aung San Suu
Kyi formed the National
League for Democracy in
Myanmar to fight against
dictatorship.

In 2003, the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls soc-
cer team defeated the
Burris Owls 4-0. Sarah
Miller scored two goals
for the Patriots and Abby
Schmiesing and Jamie
Bruggeman each added
one.

In 2020, the Federal
Aviation Administration
announced it would fund
100% of the first phase of
Portland Municipal Air-
port’s runway extension
project. The work was
estimated at $2.4 million.

In 2022, Jay County
Fair Board started a new
attraction as its corn
maze opened for the first
time. The design of the
maze on the north side of
Jay County Fairgrounds
featured the 150th Jay
County Fair logo, an
American flag and an
eagle.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Wednesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, USDA Serv-
ice Center, 1331 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park

Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

6 pm. — Jay County
Council public hearing,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

er. She attended Atti-
ca schools, graduat-
ing with the class of
1961, and graduated
from Indiana Business College in
1962. On June 11, 1966, Kay and Jer-
ald “Jerry” Anton Neumayr were
married at St. Patrick Catholic
Church in South Bend, Indiana, and
celebrated their 58th anniversary in
2024.

Kay was a life-long horse person
and loved raising the baby Quarter
Horses. She would say her therapist
had four hooves, a mane and tail and
she spent many hours riding horse-
back. She loved teaching her sons
and then grandchildren how to han-
dle horses and to rise and success-
fully compete in horse shows, along
with the value of patience and kind-
ness.

Her greatest joy was helping her
grandchildren learn to bake and
cook and learn Native American cul-
ture in week-long summer classes.
She loved camping and hiking with
the grandchildren at Turkey Run
State Park.

Kay got her first boxer dog in 1964
and was quite a fan of their intelli-
gence, sense of humor and eternal
puppyhood. Over the following 60
years, she and Jerry tried to always
have at least one boxer. Taking in
numerous cats and dogs, she and
Jerry were also pushovers for
strays.

As a member of the St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church in Attica,
she was lector for over 30 years and
a member of the choir, singing alto,

Nemayr

vative issues of the American
Republic, the U.S. Constitution espe-
cially the Second Amendment, edu-
cation, history and Native American
culture. Her favorite books to read
were historical documentaries.

Kay leaves behind her husband
Jerald “Jerry” Neumayr; two sons,
Chris (Shelley) Neumayr of
Lafayette and Tony (Jennifer) Neu-
mayr, Cincinnati; five grandchil-
dren, Trinity Neumayr, Sydney Neu-
mayr, Kaylie Neumayr and Allie
Neumayr, all of Lafayette, and Josef
Neumayr of Cincinnati; a sister,
Constance LaLena of Centro Guana-
juato, Mexico; boxers Rocky and
Ziva; two horses; and seven barn
cats.

Kay was preceded in death by her
youngest son, Joshua Neumayr; her
parents, William Willis and Emily
Willis Stonebraker; and her stepfa-
ther, William Stonebraker.

Friends may call at the Maus
Funeral Home, Attica, on Thursday,
Sept. 26, from 5 to 8 p.m., with rosary
services recited at 4:30 p.m. A funer-
al Mass for Kay will be held at the St.
Francis Xavier Catholic Church on
Friday, Sept. 27, at 10 a.m. with the
Rev. David Rasner officiating. Burial
will follow in the St. Francis Xavier
Cemetery, Attica.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American life League,
PO. Box 6170, Falmouth, VA 2203, or
the National Center for Great Lakes
Native American Culture, P.O. Box
1063, Portland, IN 47371.

Condolences may be expressed at
mausfuneralhome.com.

days after commercial opera- county attorney Wes Scheme- Jay County Council approved in the tax abatement. vide affiliated landowners
tions begin.) naur. “This essentially allows the amended agreement with Next steps in coming months with a summary of the
“It essentially puts the EDA the county to start receiving Harold Towell dissenting and for Sun Chief include formally changes.
Obituaries
Kay Neumavr for over 25 years. Kay also was a Sandy Clack
Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday | Sunday Aug. 27, 1943-Sept. 21, 2024 member of the St. Francis Ladies Aulg. 22, 1966-Sept. 22, 2024
9/25 9/26 9/217 9/28 9/29 Gwendolyn Kay (Willis) Neumayr, Guild, [()iarﬁlclpatm% m t(“ﬁneralkdm- Sandy Clack, age 58, a resident of
81, Attica, passed away surrounded ner}sl and the %nnua noo g-ma fm}% Fort Recovery, passed away on Sun-
- % 1 by her family at her home on Satur- _ She was a former member of the g5y Sept 29, 2024, at
N day, Sept. 21, 2024, at 6:20 a.m. from Yountain County 4-H Council and her home in Fort
pulmonary fibrosis, a complication former co-leader of the Fountain Recovery Ohio.
of rheumatoid arthritis. County 4-H Horse and Pony club. " ghe was a former
75/57 | 80/58 | 80/59 | 79/58 | 80/57 Kay, as she was known to family She was a founding member of the pgrtjand resident.
Mostly There's a| Fiday's Another There's a| and friends, was born Aug. 27, 1943, National Center for Great Lakes = gandy was born
cloudy skies | chance of [ forecast shows | chance  of | chance of | in Danville, Illinois. Native American Culture and Aug. 22, 1966, in Port-
Secnoam e | oo oy | i | wise, mostly | day under| She was the daughter served on the board of directors for 1anq, Indiana, the
when the iow The high mayy. mostly cloudy sunnyy, with a | mostly cloudy of the late William 21 years, 17 as board Chalrman',She daughter of Jerry i
at night may | reach around | skies. low of 58. skies. Dudley:. was a member of fchq American fgle and Marilyn Clack
Egptef}%g;u‘i to [ 80 degrees. Willis and Emily Quarter Horse Association and also (Wood) Irelan. She .
Elizabeth (Wellmak- a member of many organizations worked for Spring Meadow Farms in
er) Willis Stonebrak- supporting the right to life, conser- Rogsburg, Ohio

Survivors include:

Her companion — Bill Androne,
Fort Recovery, Ohio

Her children — Jessica Jury (hus-
band: Lee), Ansonia, Ohio, Megan
Hoffman (husband: Mike), Troy, Ohio,
Zachary Androne (wife: Morgan),
Ansonia, Ohio, Lacy Vernak (hus-
band: Michael), Cleveland, Ohio

Her siblings — Jerry Hale (wife:
Linda), Portland, Indiana, Terry
Hale, Portland, Indiana, Todd Hale
(Michele Moore), Portland, Indiana,
Joseph Hale, Portland, Indiana,
Sharon Hamilton (husband: Ron),
Portland, Indiana, Trudy Wilhelm
(husband: Wayne), Portland, Indiana,
and Helen “Billie” Carter (husband:
Stacey), Marion, Indiana

Stepfather — Jerry Irelan, Port-
land, Indiana

Several grandchildren, aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, two great-
nephews and two great-nieces

Visitation will be held on Thursday
from 3 to 5 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland. Services to celebrate
Sandy’s life will follow at 5 p.m. on
Thursday at the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com.

Harry “Tim” Hiday, Salamonia, Jan.
21, 1954-Sept. 20, 2024. Services will
be at 2 p.m. Wednesday at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland.

Michael E. Bartlett, Pennville, June 18,
1959-Sept. 12, 2024. Services will be at
noon Saturday at Bartlett Pond, 550 N.
1025 West, Pennville.

Strikes ...

Continued from page 1

There was damage to
other surrounding houses
— some of it caused by
pieces of Love’s home
being thrown around by
the wind — as well as
downed trees and branch-
es.

The most significant
evidence of damage on the
exterior of the junior-
senior high on Sunday
evening was the housing
from a large air-handling
unit that ended up on the
front lawn. The rest of the
area in front of the school
was scattered with pieces
of metal and debris from
trees. A tree was uprooted
on the south side of the
school and the stop sign at
the main entrance was
folded in half.

Photos provided by Jay

SERVICES

Arnold, Linda: || a.m., Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 289 S.
200 West, Portland.

Wednesday
Hiday, Harry:
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday

Neumayr, Kay: 10 am., St.
Francis Xavier Catholic Church,
407 Perry St., Attica.

Clack,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Bartlett, Michael:
Bartlett Pond, 550 N. 1025 West,
Pennville.

Today

2 pm,

Sandy: 5 p.m,

noon,

Schools show colored lig-
uid in the hallways of the

junior high area of the PROGRESSIVE
building. There is also a DEL TORO
significant hole in the OFFICE PRODUCTS
roof. 120 N. Meridian St.
Gulley said there wasno | Portland, Indiana 47371

indication of damage to
any other schools.
See Strikes page 5

Service listings provided by

(260) 726-9201
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Single parents need more credit

By CHRIS SCHANZ

The Commercial Review

I have a tremendous
amount of respect for sin-
gle parents.

A couple months ago, 1
wrote a column about how
Chrissy and I took Baby
Schanz on our first family
adventure, a drive down to
see friends in
Spencerville, Ohio.

There was only one
minor hiccup, but overall
the trip went well.

I wish I could say the
same for when we had our

first Daddy/Daughter
adventure earlier this
month.

Aubree, a friend from
my days in Indiana who
in recent years moved
back to her home state of
Washington, was back in
the Midwest for a wed-
ding. Knowing she’d be
relatively close for the
first time in a while, we
wanted to try to get
together for a number of

Parental
Ponderings

own wedding in 2019, and
I wanted her to meet my
daughter.

Aubree was going to be
in the Syracuse, Indiana,
area for the wedding, and
we decided to meet in the
middle, near Lansing,
Michigan.

There was one caveat,
though. My in-laws were
in our area camping so
they, too, could see their
granddaughter. Therefore,
I'd have to pluck Baby
Schanz from their visita-
tion in order to take her to
meet Aubree.

No one had an issue,
thankfully.

The Sunday after the

shop in Marshall, Michi-
gan, which is a little fur-
ther for me than we origi-
nally planned and more in
the middle for both of our
commutes.

Chrissy and I made sure
I had everything I needed
to care for Baby Schanz: a
few frozen bags of breast-
milk and accompanying
bottles, diapers and wipes,
spare clothes in the event
of spit-ups or blowouts, a
pacifier, toys and a host of
other things “just in case”
because I tend to overpack
for myself, let alone an
infant.

I am a firm believer it’s
better to have and not
need than need and not
have. Hence my overpack-
ing.

I've said before that
Baby Schanz loves riding
in vehicles. She generally
falls asleep rather quickly,
so car rides generally go
without a hitch.

This was true as we

Marshall; she slept the
entire way.

Not long after Aubree
and I met at the coffee
shop, Baby Schanz needed
to eat. In past experiences,
Chrissy and I had just
used bathroom sinks to
warm the milk, but in this
instance time was of the
essence because my
daughter gets hangry
without any notice.

The wonderful barista
behind the counter gave
me some hot water to
thaw the milk and avoid
the disaster of a baby cry-
ing hysterically.

After my much-needed
visit with Aubree, it was
late afternoon and time to
head home. Baby Schanz
was starting to get a bit
cranky, so I changed her
diaper in an attempt to
alleviate her uneasiness. I
was taking a gamble by
not feeding her before we
left. On one hand, it had

(we generally feed her
every three hours), and
on the other hand, if I
waited to feed her when I
got home, she’d be at four-
plus  hours between
meals.

The first hour of the
drive home was like the
excursion there; quiet
and carefree. The second
hour is why I am writing
this column.

Baby Schanz has
ditched her hunger cues.
She goes from zero to 100
in the blink of an eye.
Such was the case shortly
at the midway point of
our drive home.

I won’t bore you with
the details, but it was a
frustrating final leg. It
seemed no matter what I
did, I couldn’t calm my
daughter. I was desper-
ately in need of a
reprieve and Chrissy was
an hour away.

Single parents, espe-

Parenting alone is no
easy task. Millions of
single mothers and single
fathers raise a child, or
children, on their own.

Admittedly, this was
one of a few times Baby
Schanz has tested my
patience in her short six
months of life. I've
always gotten through it
with some help from my
partner.

Others may not be as
fortunate as me, and I'm
thankful to have a spouse
to help.

Taking a line from the
Lazlo Bane song used as
the theme for my favorite
TV show, Scrubs: “I can’t
do this all on my own /
No, I'm no / I'm no Super-
man.”

Single parents, they’re
the real superheroes.

Chris Schanz is a former
CR Sports Editor embark-
ing on a new journey as a

reasons. First, we hadn’t
seen each other since my

DEAR ABBY: My sister-in-law

wedding Aubree attended,
we decided on a coffee

drove the two hours to

It’s affecting me now. Any advice

only been about two
hours since her last bottle

allowed in. If she’s already in,

cially single mothers, do
not get enough credit.

father. You can reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.

ily pictures and wasn’t invited to

Sister-in-law’s behavior becomes unhinged

“Bethany” has been diagnosed
with PTSD from her military
service. For the past 15 years,
Bethany has picked fights with
my wife, her sister, over any-
thing and everything. She feels
my wife “changed” after she
married me.

Bethany didn’t like how we
treated their father after we
moved in four years ago so we
could take care of him. (He
recently passed.) She also does-
n’t like that we are living in the
house that was her childhood
home. She starts fights that esca-
late into screaming matches,
while making herself out as the
victim. She keeps reminding us
that she has PTSD. My wife

Dear
Abby

screams, cries and sobs during
these conversations.

My wife won’t cut Bethany off
because they’re siblings, but I'm
sick and tired of seeing her in
tears trying to figure out what she
did wrong. Whenever Bethany
comes to visit, she ends up stay-
ing at our house. The fights are
unbearable. I have begged and
pleaded for my wife to cut her off.

would be appreciated. — POWER-
LESS IN MICHIGAN

DEAR POWERLESS: Please
share this with your wife. Has
it not occurred to her that she
has done NOTHING wrong,
and that Bethany’s rages may
have less to do with PTSD than
plain old jealousy? By now, the
two of you must have realized
that the price of having a rela-
tionship with her sister is too
high. That your wife would
allow herself to be repeatedly
abused this way mystifies me.

When Bethany starts up
again, your wife should hang
up the phone. If Bethany
shows up and can’t control
herself, she should not be

she should be told to leave
immediately. Until the two of
you draw a firm line, nothing
will change, and it could very
well destroy your marriage.

DEAR ABBY: After 28 years, I
found out my husband, “Jerry;”
was having an affair While we
were in the middle of the divorce,
my nephew was getting married,
and I told Jerry that, considering
the circumstances, it was improp-
er for him to go. I also told him
that although he was denying
everything and telling our daugh-
ters he had done nothing, my
family knew everything.

Jerry insisted on going, but I
told him he would NOT be in fam-

the reception. Abby, he insisted
on sitting in the pew with our
daughters and me, and even tried
to walk my mother in. Was what
he did in bad taste and improper
etiquette? To me, it felt like anoth-
er slap in the face. — DIVORCED
BUT NOT DONE

DEAR DIVORCED: That
your almost-ex-husband
would force his way into the
wedding and sit with you and
your daughters was gross bad
manners. Was he invited by
your nephew’s family? If he
wasn’t, I hope he didn’t show
up uninvited to the reception,
which could have caused a
major disruption. I think you
will be well rid of this man.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 am. on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution

7(9(514(8|2]1(6]3
The objective is to filla |12 3lolslel7l8]4
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row,and | 8[4]6]1]3]7]15]9]2
each of the nine threeby- 2151179318416
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains 9[8[4)2[6]1]3]7]5
the digits from 1 to Qonly |3|6|7]8[4]|5]9]|2]|1
one time each. 517191611412 1318
611(2)3|7(8]4]|5](9
413181512]|9]16(1]7

more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB —

Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY  REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-

day of the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

PART-TIME
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YOUR LOCAL
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AND WATERPROOFING
EXPERT.

For a basement, crawl space, or
slab foundation, we guide you on
the right path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated
since 1996, we treat your home
like our own.

OUR SERVICES

+ Cracked or Bowing Walls  + Sump Pumps
+ Settling Foundations + Waterproofing
+ Concrete Leveling & Encapsulation

+ Crawl Space Repairs * Sagging Floors
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Restore tax break to what it was

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Donald Trump is a late con-
vert to restoring the federal
income tax deduction of state
and local taxes (SALT) that
were capped at $10,000 when he
signed his big Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act in 2018. But Trump’s
support is still most
welcome and his fellow Republi-
cans in Congress should follow
his lead. The current law is sim-
ply unfair, putting an extra bur-
den on people in states like New
York.

Before the Internal Revenue
Code was changed, the full
amount that Americans paid in
property taxes, sales taxes and
income taxes to localities and
states was deductible on their
1040s. But in 2017, Trump and
the GOP-controlled Congress, to

Guest
Editorial

help pay for their tax cuts, tar-
geted this SALT deduction.

At first, it was going to be
totally wiped out, punishing
people in higher-taxed states
like New York, California, New
Jersey and Illinois (all states
that favor Democrats). But a late
intervention by moderate
Republican Sen. Susan Collins
of Maine capped the deduction
at $10,000, which is what Trump
signed. The $10,000 cap, along
with the other tax changes, was
set for eight years and sunsets

when 2025 ends. Still, tax cuts
for some become tax increases
for others.

As we said last year: “Take a
firefighter married to a teacher,
not rich at all, but middle class.
They own a house in the sub-
urbs of New York and pay
$20,000 in property taxes a year
and thousands more in state
income taxes. Yet, while once
they could deduct all of those
taxes, now only 10 grand can be
deducted. That’s a tax hike on
them.”

When Joe Biden took office in
2021, along with Democratic
majorities in both houses of
Congress, there was some hope
for a restoration of the full
SALT deduction, but it never
made it into law, despite passing
several times in the House.

Now comes Trump. That he

finally came around on the eve
of yesterday’s rally on Long
Island to win support there —
an area especially hurt by the
SALT limit — is fine by us.
That’s how politics works in a
good sense. In 2017 and 2018,
Trump in the White House, with
a GOP House and a GOP Senate,
wasn’t looking to win over the
New York suburbs. Now he is.

Senate  Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, who has been
trying to restore the SALT
deduction ever since the Repub-
licans capped it, should use
Trump’s support as leverage
with the Senate’s Republican
minority.

If lawmakers want to restrict
those who can benefit by keep-
ing the deduction to people with
incomes less than $500,000 or if
they want to limit the deduction

to say, $80,000, instead of the
current $10,000, are both fine
options to prevent the super
rich from getting the break.

But the unfairness must end.

Trump has also called for an
end to taxes on tips, (as has Vice
President Kamala Harris), to no
more taxes on Social Security
benefits and for overtime pay
being tax free. That’s a lot of tax
cuts, trillions in fact. Trump
hasn’t said how they would all
be paid for or if the federal
deficit, approaching $2 trillion
this year, would just grow,
adding to the $35 trillion gross
federal debt, of which $28 tril-
lion is held by the public and
rest is what Uncle Sam owes his
various federal trust funds and
other government accounts.

Restoring SALT must be first
in line.
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Indiana’s small towns need more immigrants

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

Population decline remains a
tough, chronic problem for much
of the Midwest, particularly
rural places. It’s not a new prob-
lem, but over the next two or
three decades, the consequences
and speed of decline are likely to
become acute rather than chron-
ic. It is time for some hard deci-
sions and honest political leader-
ship. I begin with facts.

Indiana is fortunate to be a
compact state. Most rural coun-
ties are within an easy commute
to a metropolitan county. Still,
nearly 3 out of 4 counties are pro-
jected to either lose population
over the next 25 years or see their
populations remain effectively
unchanged.

There’s no easy way to say this,
but migration is almost exclusive-
ly among residents with high
human capital. This phenome-
non of high human capital
migration is among the best-doc-
umented facts in the social sci-
ences. So, healthier, better-edu-
cated people and those more like-
ly to start a business are the very
people most likely to migrate.
This is true between and within
nations.

Of course, this doesn’t mean
that the folks who stay near home
have low human capital. It does
mean that, if “leavers” outnum-
ber “stayers” over time, the aver-
age resident will have less educa-
tion, poorer health and be less
likely to start a business.

One way to think about this is
to imagine two large classrooms
of students, and the students in
each classroom have the same
average height. If you randomly
move 10% Kkids from one room to

Michael
J. Hicks

the other, the average height of
students in each classroom won’t
change.

Suppose instead that you move
10% from one classroom to the
other, but can only choose kids
who are in the tallest half of the
class. Almost immediately the
average height of one class will
drop and the other will rise. It
works the same way across other
measures of human differences.

This condition explains some
of the economic somnolence of
shrinking communities. It also
explains much of the geographic
concentration of poor health and
drug use. The rates of opioid and
fentanyl use was especially high
in places with chronic population
declines. A big part of this was
simply that the people who left
over the previous decades were
healthier and better educated.
They left behind a higher share
of people at risk of addiction and
disease.

The longer that population loss
occurs, the worse this becomes.
Many Midwestern counties are in
their fourth or fifth decade of
population decline. This doesn’t
mean the future is hopeless, but it
is a pretty good argument for real-
ism and far more aggressive poli-
cies.

It is worth noting that it took
Ireland about 150 years to recover

from two heavy decades of outmi-
gration. Many shrinking coun-
ties in the Midwest are forecasted
to become smaller for another
half century or longer. These
forecasts might be wrong, but
here in Indiana, population fore-
casts have mostly erred in the
direction of optimism.

It is likely that the 40-plus
Hoosier counties with shrinking
populations will continue to lose
people for most of this century. If
you suppose things are bad in
those counties now, imagine them
in 2060.

State policy has tried to address
the problem, with no real success.
The same dozen counties that
grew over the past 25 years will
continue to grow over the next
quarter century, fueled heavily by
Hoosier families moving within
the state.

There are many reasons why
state policy has been unsuccess-
ful. Most state support for declin-
ing communities focuses on hous-
ing and infrastructure. These are
supply-side problems, but popula-
tion decline is really a demand-
side problem. Communities lose
people because folks choose not to
live there.

Subsidizing new home con-
struction in declining communi-
ties might be popular, but it won’t
reverse population loss. Making a
community a place people wish to
live is much costlier than paying
for broadband, building new
homes or extending water and
sewer systems. However, public
services especially good
schools — are magnets for fami-
lies.

For places that have lost popu-
lation, paying for the public

services that attract people is
difficult because of the overhead
costs of doing so. Economists
call this “economies of scale”
and this is an especially chal-
lenging problem in rural com-
munities.

As an example, today about 1
in 5 Hoosier school corporations
cannot afford to offer a single
Advanced Placement course in
the big three STEM courses
— calculus, chemistry or biolo-
gy. Thus, their graduates are
unprepared for rigorous college
work at a typical state universi-
ty. All of these are small schools
that have been losing enrollment
for decades. They are short-
changing students.

These places are unlikely to
recover on their own. Funding
schools sufficiently well to
attract new families would mean
large property tax referendums.
But, it is primarily urban and
suburban communities that
pass school operating referen-
dums to improve schools. Those
places will grow, making the
funding challenge in rural
places even worse over the
decades to come.

If you think this is a dismal
prognosis, you are mistaken. It
is realistic, and everyone who
studies the issue seriously
knows it. When a school cannot
afford to offer classes I took in
high school almost a half-centu-
ry ago, it is unlikely to lure more
new families than it loses. The
prognosis for that community is
necessarily dismal.

There is one magic elixir that
can reverse population decline:
international immigration.
Immigrants who come to the

U.S. are almost wholly motivated
by economic opportunity or free-
dom. They are also possessed of
very high human capital. Of
course, for many, it is not well
measured. In the developed
world, education is a good meas-
ure of human capital. Not so
among less-developed nations.

Someone who walked here
from Guatemala to Logansport
has a lot more human potential
than the average human any-
where. We would be foolish to
ignore it. And just to be clear,
I'm not hypothesizing here. The
kids of immigrants are probably
the single most successful demo-
graphic group in America today:
That has been true for more
than a century and a half.

Immigrants are also less sen-
sitive to many of the quality-of-
life considerations that drive
native-born migration. Citizens
leaving other countries in
search of freedom and economic
opportunity find better locations
across almost every small town
in America.

A century ago, the Ku Klux
Klan polluted many of Indiana’s
cities, scaring immigrants and
costing decades of population
decline. We’d be far wiser to
wish for more immigrants today.
For half of Indiana, it may be
the only thing that prevents
ghost towns.

Hicks is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of economics in the Miller
College of Business at Ball State
University. Email him at

mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Most of the roof was
torn off of this house
owned by Kyle Love at
2041 Indiana 67. The
portion of the roof that
remains over the garage
was part of an addition
to the original structure.

“I saw debris flying
everywhere,” said Love.
“The next thing you
know, | saw my front
porch covering lift off the
ground and | was struck
with falling ceiling. That
knocked me down to the
couch.

“Insulation was
flying everywhere, so it
was hard to see, hard to
breathe, hard to know
what was going on.”

Strikes .

Continued from page 2

But he added that the corpora-
tion’s internet systems are par-
tially controlled at the junior-
senior high building.

“I need time over the next 24
hours to assess all of these
things,” said Gulley. “And giving
a day off, canceling school with
no remote learning allows us to
let everything pause and assess
and focus on that situation and
issue there. That’s why it’s just
canceled.”

The American Legion post,
211 W. Walnut St., lost the bulk
of its second story.

“Nobody was here, so we got
lucky there,” said Butch
Micheau of the American
Legion on Monday morning.

Rubble was concentrated in
the parking lot on the northwest
side of the building. (Ship Street
was closed briefly Sunday night
between Main and Walnut
streets because of debris from
the building.)

“This is the entire roof off the
second floor,” Micheau added,
looking at the pile of debris in
the parking lot. “Of course,
there’s water damage upstairs.”

The storm also destroyed the
building’s air conditioning unit
that had been installed just four
weeks earlier.

The adjacent Jay County Com-
munity Corrections building,
120 and 122 N. Commerce St.,

which  houses apartments
upstairs, was also hit. Deputy
director Gary Hendershot

explained to Jay County Com-
missioners during their meeting
Monday that the structure’s roof
came off during the storm,
exposing the apartments above
Jay County Community Correc-
tions to rain. Water has since
trickled down into the western
portion — it includes a restroom
and conference room — of Jay
County Community Correc-
tions’s space on the first floor,
leading to about 4 inches of
standing water and a collapsed

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

‘If this had happened at another part of the day,
we would have a very different tomorrow.
I'm just very grateful that there’s been no injuries here.

But there is significant damage to a portion of that building.’
—Jeremy Gulley, Jay Schools superintendent

ceiling, noted Hendershot. The
front eastern portion of the first
floor, which houses Jay County
Community Corrections’ offices,
has no damage.

The storm moved generally
east, with downed trees in the
Sheffer Acres neighborhood
across county road 75 South
from the junior-senior high as
well as the Beacon Heights addi-
tion, then along Tyson Road
with a semi trailer overturned
in front of Tyson Mexican Orig-
inal at 1355 W. Tyson Road, trees
snapped at Rose Drive and Oak
Street and soccer goals over-
turned between Oak and Charles
streets.

“We were upstairs getting
ready to put the kids to bed and
then the house kind of shook
and we looked out the window
and there was trees down,” said
Bridget Reinhart, a resident of
Joan Drive in Sheffer Acres. “So
it was quick. I had no idea it was
coming.”

Another tree was snapped
along Water Street just east of
Charles Street, with the path of
damage continuing generally
between Water and Walnut
streets. A large piece of a tree
that came down along the Noble
Street side of a house at 430 W.
Main St. landed on two cars.
Harrison Street between Main
and Walnut streets was still
closed Monday morning because
of a downed tree.

“I was in the garage,” said
Osmar Gonzalez, 17, who lives at
the intersection of Williams and
Main streets. “The house started
shaking. ... As soon as I came
out, the tree fell on my car. There
was nothing I could do about it,
but I was trying to keep calm
because of my little brothers.”

After Love’s house was hit, he
called 911 and then headed
across Indiana 67 to the junior-
senior high property to wait for
first responders.

“The medics checked me out.
And they did a great job,” said
Love, who also works for Port-
land Fire Department. “They
were phenomenal. And every-
body was super quick to get
there.

“I would say within three to
five minutes there were multiple
ambulances, multiple firetrucks,
multiple sheriff’s deputies, mul-
tiple city (officers), all within
that mile range there. I mean,
they sent the cavalry and they
came quick.”

A text alert sent out at 7:57
p.m. Sunday indicated that a tor-
nado touched down “outside of
Portland.” The National Weath-
er Service was on hand Monday
for an assessment.

In a press release at noon
Monday, Jay County Emergency
Management Agency said no
injuries had been reported.

State officials had reached out
to school personnel to offer

assistance, but Gulley said he
feels it is within the capacity of
local officials to handle.

He said he has contacted the
school corporation’s insurance
company and expects a repre-
sentative to be on hand Monday.
He has also reached out to archi-
tectural firm Barton Coe Vila-
maa, which led the renovation
project in the area of the build-
ing that was damaged, for sup-
port from its structural engi-
neering professionals.

Though there are not current-
ly any structural concerns, Gul-
ley said an assessment will be
done to ensure safety.

School officials were at the
building Sunday evening, with
caution tape along the junior
high portion of the building fac-
ing Indiana 67 and wrapping
around the south corner.

Assessing the overall situa-
tion, Gulley said he was thank-
ful it was not worse.

“Blessed, blessed that this did
not result in any injury to stu-
dents or staff since the building
was primarily unoccupied with
the exception of a custodian or
two,” he said. “If this had hap-
pened at another part of the day,
we would have a very different
tomorrow. I'm just very grateful
that there’s been no injuries
here. But there is significant
damage to a portion of that
building.”

Anyone who needs to report

damage can do so by calling Jay
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency at (260) 726-6908.

Tornado sirens began going
off in Portland shortly before 8
p.m. Sunday. At that point, there
was no indication of a thunder-
storm or tornado watch or warn-
ing from the National Weather
Service.

A few minutes later, a text
alert went out indicating that a
tornado had touched down out-
side of Portland.

A pair of text alerts sent at
8:05 p.m. notified residents that
Tyson Road was closed and indi-
cated “heavy damage with Port-
land city limits,” asking resi-
dents to stay inside with the
exception of emergencies.

In addition to Jay County,
there was also damage in
Delaware County with a report
of a tornado near Yorktown.

As of 9:30 a.m. Monday, about
100 Indiana Michigan Power
customers were without power.
The company expected to have
service restored by 4 p.m.

Jay County Emergency Man-
agement Agency planned to
work with the National Weather
Service of northern Indiana on
a damage assessment Monday.

According to the emergency
management agency press
release, Tyson Mexican Original
was closed for its first shift on
Monday. Second-shift employees
should have reported to work.

Local %

Businesses
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Services

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

Hopkins Repair,
LLC

Auto & light truck repair

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Prevention
Coalition

Brigade

You’re safer
with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,
Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman

Williams

Portland, IN

This local business listing runs

$25, or $50.

4 times a month with packages of either

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

8-5:30 Mon-Fri,

Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001

Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

Closed Sat & Sun.

www.williamsautoparts.com

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com
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A lack of finesse

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORT

MAITA
Y985
+AQ
d542
WEST EAST
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+J]9763 K854
&K TS5 &0 1097
SOUTH
Q4
YAKJI073
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dA03
The bidding:
South  Waest North  East
R4 Pass 2NT*  Pass
iy Puss 49

*heart raise, forcing to game
Opening lead — six of diamonds.

It is normal to allow past experi-
ence to influence your play in situa-
tions encountered many times
belore, but this is a penchant every
aspiring player should attempt to
curb as soon as possible.

Consider this deal where West led
a diamond and declarer finessed
dummy’s queen. losing to the king.
Back came a club, and South could
now do nothing to avoid defeat. He
ducked the first club and won the
club continuation, but later lost a
spade finesse and another club to

finish down one.

Declarer was unlucky to lose both
finesses, but, even so, he could have
assured the contract beyond the
shadow of a doubt by rejecting the
diamond finesse at trick one. Had
he instead gone up with the ace,
nothing could have stopped him
from making at least 10 tricks. He
could then have drawn trump and
led the queen of spades, planning
to finesse.

In the actual case, the queen
would lose to East’s king, but the
only other tricks the defenders
could score would be a diamond
and a club, since dummy’s A-J of
spades would provide a parking
place for one of South’s club losers.

It is true that when declarer has
x-x of a suil facing the A-Q, he
ordinarily finesses. But this gener-
ality should take a back seat when-
ever the finesse would jeopardize
the contract while refusing to
finesse would guarantee the con-
tract.

If South’s primary objective in
this deal was how to score two dia-
mond tricks, he would of course
finesse the queen on the opening
lead. But here South’s primary
objective is to make the contract,
and he should not allow himself to
be diverted from that goal merely
because he is presented with a
ready-made opportunity to finesse.

Tomorrow: The rationale of good defense,
202 King Features Syndicats Inc
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CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:

WHEN FOLKS

IMMIGRATE TO STOCKHOLM’S LAND, PEOPLE
MIGHT CALL THEM ARTIFICIAL SWEDENERS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals D

260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
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Jay girls soccer
claim ACAC title

WOODBURN — Kendra
Muhlenkamp was a fresh-
man in college the last time
the Patriots were Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence champs.

In her third year at the
helm, the Patriots have
reclaimed the title.

The Jay County High
School girls soccer team
remained undefeated in
ACAC play with a 3-1 victo-
ry over the Woodlan War-
riors on Saturday, clinch-
ing the conference title.

The first half nearly fin-
ished without a score, but
with just 37 seconds left,
Raylin Hummer found the
net on an assist from Lon-
don Lloyd to give Jay Coun-
ty (7-4, 5-0 ACAC) the lead.

Less than five minutes
into the second half, the
Warriors (3-5, 2-2 ACAC)
tied the game up, but JCHS
soon reclaimed the lead on
a corner Kkick from Aixa
Lopez.

Hummer found the net a
second time after crashing
the goal on a free kick by
Morgan DeHoff with 8:32
remaining in the game.

Maleah Parsons sent
four Woodlan shots away to
control the game from the
goal.

Comeback win
WOODBURN Jay

County’s boys soccer team

overcame a slow start to

Jay County
roundup

beat the Woodlan Warriors
6-2 on Saturday:

The Warriors (4-6-1, 1-2
ACAC) jumped on Jay
County (82, 2-1 ACAC)
early with a pair of goals.

Dylan Marentes worked
to get the game tied by half-
time, scoring the initial
Patriot goal with 19 min-
utes left on an assist from
Raif Beiwsanger and nine
minutes later, finding
Jaxon DeHoff for a score.

The Patriots owned the
second half, starting with a
goal from Levi Muh-
lenkamp.

The fourth and fifth
goals were both assisted by
Osmar Gonzalez. First, he
found Blake Collins with 23
minutes remaining, before
giving it up to Marentes
two minutes later.

The final score came
from Marentes on a corner
kick that deflected off of
one of the Warriors into
the goal.

Goalkeeper Peyton Yow-
ell ended with five saves.

JC finishes third
YORKTOWN — The Jay

Snow ...

Continued from page 8

JCHS freshman Bailey
Towell finished just five
strokes behind Snow for a
91. The freshman had a
strong front nine with
three pars and four
bogeys, but ended it on a
sour note as a ball in the
creek on the ninth hole
resulted in a double-par
for a total of 45.

She didn’t get going
right away on the back
half either with a double-
bogey, but a solid drive,
iron shot left short, solid
chip and short putt gave
secured par for Towell on
the 325-yard, par-4 11th
hole. The freshman added
two more pars and two
bogeys for a 46 on the
back nine.

County cross country
teams both finished third
at the Yorktown Jim Leffer
Invite on Saturday.

The girls scored 60
points, while the boys fin-
ished with 99. The top spot
in the girls race went to
Yorktown with 31 points.
Lawrence North claimed
the boys race with 29
points.

Caleb Garringer paced
the boys, finishing sixth,
while clocking in at 17
minutes, 12.52 seconds.

Dash Thacker (17:55.33)
and Joseph Boggs
(18:08.96) weren’t far
behind, claiming 14th and
17th.

Max Klopfenstein’s
career best 19:02.89 earned
him a 27th-place finish,
while Dougie Cox (19:24.88)
rounded out the team
score.

For the second time this
season, Abby Fifer led the
girls. A time of 22:10.39 got
her across the finish line
in eighth place.

Jessie Homan was the
next to score, claiming
13th in 22:29.42.

Alexis Sibray, Brook-
Iynn Byrum and Ava May
finished back-to-back-to-
back to round out the team
score. Sibray’s season-best
time of 22:37.39 netted her
15th, Byrum got 16th in
22:37.46 and May took 17th
in 22:46.11.

“I’'d say the whole last
week it has been clicking
(for Towell),” Allred said.
“We moved her stance
position, which has
improved her driving.
Today she went like 8-for-
8 with a one-putt with 10
feet out. I mean, she was
killing putting today
which is a huge win for
her.”

CELINA, Ohio
The Indians didn’t
quite have the regular
season they were hop-

ing for.
In the conference
tournament, they

started to turn things
around, and their top
golfer left with some
hardware.

Reece LeFevre
claimed match medal-
ist honors at the Mid-
west Athletic Confer-
ence tournament Sat-
urday held at Mercer
County Elks Golf
Course to lead the Fort
Recovery High School
boys golf team to a
third-place finish.

The Indians finished
with 318, falling two
short of Coldwater
and 12 short of MAC
Champion Minster.
FRHS finished the
year fifth in the MAC
standings.

LeFevre’s round of
72 tied Minster’s Bryce
Prenger, but in a play-
off on the 18th hole, the
FRHS junior made par
to beat Prenger’s
bogey for the title.

Highlights from
LeFevre’s round
include three birdies
and an eagle on the
par-4 10th hole.

LeFevre claims
MAC match medalist

FRHS
roundup

Keegan Muh-
lenkamp finished
three strokes back
with a 75 for the sixth-
best score. Caleb
Smith followed with an
85. All three golfers
received MAC honors,
with LeFevre and
Muhlenkamp making
the first team and
Smith being an honor-
able mention.

Colson Post rounded
out the team score
with an 86, while
Mason Diller’s 89 and
Eli Lennartz’s 94
didn’t affect the final.

Kaup paces

VERSAILLES, Ohio
— The Fort Recovery
girls cross country
team got back on track
with a third-place fin-
ish at the Tour de
Sewer on Saturday,
while the boys fin-
ished 10th.

The girls finished
with 93 points, while
Brooklville’s 53

claimed the top spot.
On the boys side,
FRHS scored 264
points and host Ver-
sailles won the race
with 28.

Joelle Kaup paced
the Indians with a
time of 20 minutes, 47
seconds flat to finish
as the runner-up. Ava
Rismiller of Versailles
crossed the finish line
19.9 seconds before the
FRHS senior.

Riley Heitkamp also
made the top 10, cross-
ing the line eighth
after 21:52.4. Other
scores for the Indians

came from Anna
Roessner (23:03.4 -
20th), Maddie

Heitkamp (23:36.1 -
26th) and Kendall Ran-
ley (26:18.4 — 59th).

Reese Diller led the
boys as a time of
18:44.9 netted him a
40th-place finish. Evan
Evers came in next,
crossing after 20:26.3
in 74th.

Russell Hart (21:01.4)
and Milo Filey (21:04.2)
had back-to-back fin-
ishes for 83rd and 84th,
respectively.

Rounding out the
team score was Evan
Diller, claiming 91st in
21:35.5.

Erin Aker had a tough
time on the front nine,
taking 56 strokes, but
three pars and three
bogeys after the turn cut
eight strokes off the score
for a total of 104.

While Brooklynn
Bright’s 2023 perform-
ance of 102 was her
career best, the sopho-
more set a season best at

107 strokes with three
pars.

“One thing I'm going to
take away from today is
I'm really going to miss
Maddy, but I do get to see
what she’s going to do at
the regional,” Allred
said. “I feel like today
shows them if they start
early on, then next season
we will pick up from this

score and only be better
by next sectional. ...

“I still have the shakes,
that's how excited I am
right now. This being my
first season, getting these
girls shooting 89 strokes
better this 18-hole match
than the first one and mak-
ing sure Maddy got out is a
huge accomplishment for
the coaching staff.”

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Muncie Cen-
tral - 5 p.m.; Girls soccer vs. Delta — 6 p.m.;
Volleyball vs. South Adams — 6 p.m.; Junior high
cross country vs. Muncie Southside - 5:30
p.m.; Junior high football vs. South Adams -
5:30 p.m.; Junior high volleyball vs. South
Adams - 5:30 p.m.; Junior high football at
Bluffton — 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Middle school volleyball at
New Knoxville = 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Recovery — Girls golf sectional at Still-
water Valley Golf Club — 9 a.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys tennis vs. South Adams —
5 p.m.; Girls soccer at Yorktown — 6 p.m.; Jun-
ior high cross country at Wes-Del - 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior high volleyball at Union City — 5:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high football at Richmond — 6 p.m.

Knoxville — 5:30 p.m.; Middle school football vs.
New Bremen — 5 p.m.; Middle school volleyball
at Marion Local — 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Cleve-
land Guardians (Bally Indiana)

7:05 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Orioles at New
York Yankees (TBS)

7:30 p.m. — WNBA: Atlanta Dream at New
York Liberty (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at Las
Vegas Aces (ESPN)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at Los
Angeles Dodgers (TBS)

Wednesday
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Cleve-
land Guardians (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — College volleyball: Penn State at
Purdue (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at Con-

9 p.m. — College volleyball: Wisconsin at
Minnesota (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — WNBA: Phoenix Mercury at Min-
nesota Lynx (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing announced

The Rocket Rally for 18 holes golf
tournament is set for Sept. 29 at Portland
Golf Club with a 10 a.m. start time.

The tournament still has space for up to
six more teams. It costs $240 per team that
includes green fees and cart rental.

There will also be a fellowship meal at the
Greazy Pickle at 3 p.m. following the outing.

Hole sponsorships are also available with
a minimum of $100 for the spot.

The Rockets are also collecting items for
a Facebook Auction and raffle prizes for the
golf outing. Items need to be donated by
Sept. 20 so that the auction can go live on
Sept. 23.

To sign up a team, inquire about a hole

coach Randy Miller by calling (260) 703-
2003 or Sam Murdock by calling (260) 251-
5514.

Grand opening set
The Jay County Clubhouse will host a
grand opening from 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
5.

The new sports facility is located at 822 S.
500 West, Portland. The event will include
games, door prizes, raffles, food and
refreshments.

The Clubhouse will be offered discounts
on premier memberships as well.

Final races

The second-to-last race in the Adams
County 5K Challenge is the Callithumpian
Canter on Oct. 8.

A fun run will start at 1:30 p.m., with the
5K to follow at 2 p.m. at the River Greenway.

Preregistration is $20 for the 5K and $10
for the fun run until Sept. 23. Admission will
be raised to $25 and $15 after Sept. 23.

adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

The final race of the season, the Rainbow
Lake 5K Run/Walk, will take place on Nov.
26.

Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 17th
annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 2 at the
Cooper Farms Turkey Harvesting Plant in St.
Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds
benefit EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be
splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course.
There will also be chip timing for participants
operated by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race,
as well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search for
“Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on speedy-
feet.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

Fort Recovery — Volleyball vs. New necticut Sun (ESPN) sponsorship or donate an item, contact Preregistration can be done at email details to sports@thecr.com.
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715 E Main St.-3 Bed- AUCTIONEERS Note: Check Auctionsoft 2024. No applications Easy access to major  tendthetestwhichwillbe Notice is hereby given that Ter-

room, 1.5 bathroom bun-
galow containing 1984
sq ft finished living area.
Central air, Det. garage
w/heated shop. Move in
condition.
660 E Water St.-2 Bed-
room home containing
936 sq ft finished living
area, Central air 20” x
24 “ detached garage.
GUNS
Ruger security six
357mag revolver, Sav-
age hex barrel
22cal.pump, Parker
Brothers 12ga side by
side with rabbit ears.
Large lot of ammo.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-MISC
Cedar chest, Shoe shine
box, Victor combination
safe, Old Radios, Coke
Cooler, Wooden Keg,
Sofa and coffee table.
WOODWORKING-
SHOP-MISC
Grizzly 10” table saw,
Grizzly router, Power-
matic 12” planer, roll
away tool box, Utility
carts and cabinets, V
bottom aluminum boat
and trailer, Fishing Poles

Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday September
28th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 1854 W SR
28,
RIDGEVILLE, IN.
MOWERS-TRAILER-
SHOP TOOLS
Grasshopper 725K with
1453 Hours, JD 345 rid-
ing mower with 54” cut.
Single axel utility trailer,
Bullens 1050 garden
tractor, Craftsman roll
around tool box, Chain-
saw sharpener
8 chain link panels,
Dewalt and Craftsman
battery powered tools.
GUNS
Rugar 22cal single 6
pistol, Rugar 9mm with
clip, Deuttsche-Waften
model 1908 military rifle
bolt action w/sight,
Ammo, knife sets.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-MISC

and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

will be accepted after
11:59 p.m. on September
30, 2024. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.
THE
CLASSFIEDS
Find it
Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm  Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid

highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWW.Sycamorespace.co
m

220 REAL ESTATE

ESTATE SALE: HOME-
STEAD. 3560 sq ft
house w/lg basement, 2
car garage, 5 bdrm, 3
bath, cntl air & heat,
combined w/ceiling heat
& gas logs. Therapy pool
w/treadmill & swim jets,
built in 2007, Kitchen
remodel in 2015. 2 bath-
rooms remodeled in
2023. Large pin frame
barn & approx 40,000
bushel grain storage & a
3,000 bushel per hr grain
leg. Call 765-546-8221

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

held in the Election

Room at the Jay County Court-

house, Portland, Indiana.
Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
CR 9-24-2024- HSPAXLP

rence W. Burgess and Ginger M.
Shawver were, on the 17th day
of September 2024, appointed
Personal Representatives of the
estate of Dorothy J. Burgess
who died on September 3, 2024
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or

BANNERS
40 x 13”

BUY ONE FOR
$695
GET ONE FOR
$350
Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open
10a.m. -4 p.m.

not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
18th day of September, 2024.
Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371
Attorney
CR 9-24,10-1-2024- HSPAXLP

CLASS

PLACE YOUR

in The CommercialReview

CALL

726-8141

IFIED AD




Jay girls soccer secured the

ACAC title with fifth
see story page 7

win,

Jay County volleyball
hosts South Adams today,
see Sports on tap

Sports

Page 8

www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review

Snow moves on

Jay County senior shoots 87 to earn regional berth

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — Maddy Snow has
consistently improved her per-
formance at the sectional.

As a freshman in the No. 3
position, she shot a 115 for the
fourth Patriot score.

The following year, Snow
shaved off six strokes to pro-
vide the second score for her
team.

As a junior, Snow’s 91
matched the final regional-
qualifying score from the pre-
vious year, but fell three
golfers short of moving on.

Finally as a senior, Snow will
make the trip to Anderson.

Jay County High School sen-
ior Maddy Snow put up the sec-
ond best score from a golfer not
on an advancing team Satur-
day at the IHSAA Sectional 17
girls golf tournament hosted
by  Muncie Central at
Crestview Golf Course.

“I’m very, very, very excit-
ed,” Snow said. “I couldn’t be
more proud of myself and I'm
so so thankful for my coaches. I
couldn’t have done it without
them.”

The top three golfers that
aren’t on teams that qualify for
the regional tournament (the
top three teams move on) get to
compete in the regional meet
as individuals on Sept. 28 at
Edgewood Golf Course. Win-
chester’s Alyssa Cole took the
top spot with a 6-over-par 78,
while Monroe Central’s
Charlee Morris just made the
cut with an 89.

Snow’s career-best 18-hole
score of 87 strokes led Jay
County to a sixth-place finish
out of eight teams with enough
golfers to score at the section-
al. The Patriots finished with
389 strokes, falling 38 short of
third-place Yorktown for the

final regional berth. Wapahani
took home the title with a 341,
while Delta trailed by six.

While Jay County didn’t
make the regional cut, all four
golfers shot season best 18-hole
rounds to shave 59 strokes off
of the team’s best round.

“Last night we came and
practiced here and the girls
shot really well,” said JCHS
coach Carissa Allred. “They
knew that coming into today
that they could shoot one of
their best scores ever. We were
all hoping maybe, possibly, we
could qualify as a team, but
them shooting their 18-hole
best is an accomplishment for
my girls.”

Snow’s round didn’t start off
very hot. After parring the 264-
yard, par-4 first hole, the sen-
ior took a pair of double-
bogeys on holes No. 2 and 3. A
par on the fourth started to
correct the mistakes, but the
fifth hole got her back on her
feet.

Snow’s drive on the 320-yard,
par-3 left her just five yards to
the right of the green. Her chip
put her within 10 feet of the
cup and the ensuing putt fell in
for birdie.

“That hole I had a really,
really great drive and chipped
on,” Snow said. “It wasn’t close
and just a ‘gimme’ putt, but I
putted it in for a birdie. That
was what really got me going
today. ... It brought my head
back where I needed it to be.”

Snow finished off the front
nine with another birdie on
the 236-yard, par-4 eighth, two
bogeys and a triple-bogey for a
43. On the back nine, she made
four pars three bogeys and
only had a rough time on the
14th hole.

See Snow page 7
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Jay County High School senior Maddy Snow drives on the fifth hole at Crestview Golf

Portland’s Largest Selection o

FRESH CUT
D_UQLITY MEQT

OWORD WINNING MEQTI

While supplies last, no rain checks

Whole Boneless

Pork

Kentucky Bourbon & BBQ
Marinated Boneless

Pork
Chops

®© 0000000000600 00O0C0O0COC
(butterflied & tenderized)

Pork
TLoins

Country Style

Sausage

Mini Colby & Cojack
Macaroni Salad

From
Smoked Brats
13 oz pkg
-original -jalapeno &

cheddar -spicy mozzarella

$3.99/ea

or
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready

to

5349

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portland or Muncie locations and never expire.

49

Prime to Choice

-
Loins (bag
. " weight)
**while supplies last
I XX EE RN NN N NN N YN NN NNN NN Y]

...4Steaks

Fisher’s Smokehouse

Canadian
Bacon

$4.49/p

cramp your budget.

go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

T-Bones $1

99

$6.39/1b

$2.99/1b

Old Fashion

Loaf
$5.69/Ib

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN
(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most
popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
CELINA, Ohio — The
Indians made school histo-
ry on Sept. 12 by beating St.
Henry to secure a perfect
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence schedule to set them-
selves up for a title.
They knew they wanted
to claim it all for them-
selves, and one stroke made

b the difference.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls golf team shot
a 418 to beat Minster and St.
Henry by just one stroke on
Saturday to claim the MAC
tournament title at Stillwa-
ter Valley Golf Club to
claim the outright MAC
title.

“It was probably one of
the most stressful days I've
had coaching, because it
was so close,” said FRHS
coach Jeff Vaughn. “So it
was exciting. Once the girls
heard their name called at
the end it was pretty cool
because they were shocked.
... To go undefeated is unbe-
lievable. I know that doesn’t
happen very often and we
feel very blessed to be able
to do that. Like I said, hats
off to those girls because
they came through.”

The Indians needed to
take the top spot in the tour-
nament to claim the
school’s first MAC title in
girls golf outright.

The title comes a little
over one year after former
Fort Recovery girls golf

Club on Saturday during the sectional match. Snow birdied the hole to catch a spark en route
to a round of 87 that qualified her as an individual for the regional meet.

Special to The Commercial Review/Amy Bihn

coach Joe Bruns’ death.
During the 2024 season,
the Indians uniforms had
the letters JB stitched into
the collars of their uni-
forms as they dedicated
the season to him. The
tournament victory left
Vaughn, the long-time
assistant to Bruns and
friends since childhood,
emotional.

“It’s always been in the
back of our minds through-
out the year,” Vaughn said.
“Last year, we lost him at
the beginning of the year,
so it was kind of a tough
transition. We wanted to
win that for him.

“He did a heck of a job
building the program and
always wanted to be MAC
champs. For us to go unde-
feated in the league and fin-
ish the way we did was pret-
ty special. It’s pretty emo-
tional. I won't lie, I had
many tears in my eyes and
it was a great way to finish
the season and to win it for
him.”

The Indians were led by
junior Olivia Knapke, who
shot a career low score of
98 to finish fourth among
all golfers. Versailles’ Ella
Porter earned the Individ-
ual MAC tournament title
by shooting an 82, 11
strokes better than the run-
ner-up.

Knapke’s round consist-
ed of three pars and 11
bogeys. She played particu-
larly well on the front nine,

The Fort Recovery High School girls golf team poses with the MAC
championship award. FRHS won its first girls golf MAC title on Saturday.

Indians earn first girls
golf MAC title by one stroke

as only the seventh gave
her trouble en route to a 46.

Joining Knapke in the
top-10 was Mallory Evers.
The junior put up a score of
105 to be a part of a three-
way tie for eighth place.

Out of the No. 5 position,
Georgia Wenning shot a 107
to add the third score, and
Emma Will rounded out the
final with a 108.

Scores of 126 and 153
from Evvie Briner and Eva
Kahlig didn’t affect the
team’s final.

Between the regular sea-
son and the conference
tournament, Knapke and
Evers both made the First
Team AI-MAC, while Will
and Wenning were both on
the second team. Vaughn
was also recognized as the
MAC Coach of the Year.

Fort Recovery will return
to Stillwater Valley Golf
Course Wednesday for the
sectional meet. Vaughn
said he’s hoping that with-
out the pressure of an
undefeated season and a
conference title on the line
that the girls will be able to
play more relaxed.

“I personally feel like we
can post a lot better score
Wednesday than what we
did (Saturday) just because
yesterday that’s pressure.

. Our mindset was we
wanted to win this thing
outright and we didn’t want
to share it, but I feel like
we’re going to play more
relaxed on Wednesday.”



