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Former
deputy
arrested
for a
felony

Bogenschuiz
is facing a
Level 6 charge
of identity
deceplion

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

A former Jay County
Sheriff’s Office deputy is
accused of committing
identity deception.

Derek J. Bogenschutz,
36, Peru, was arrested and
booked into Miami County
Jail on Wednesday for
allegedly harassing two
people with a fake Face-
book account created for
state department investi-
gations. He faces a Level 6
felony in Jay Superior
Court for identity decep-
tion.

In February, officials
from the sheriff’s office
asked the Indiana State
Police Fort Wayne Post to
investigate the actions of
Bogenschutz. (He resigned
from Jay County Sheriff’s
Office on Feb. 29.)

According to the affi-
davit for probable cause
filed in connection with
his case, Bogenschutz used
a fake Facebook account
under the name of Katie
Morgan to contact a West
Jay Elementary School
teacher. Bogenschutz pre-
viously worked part-time
as a school resource officer
and went on a date with the
teacher, the affidavit says.

Assuming the identity
of the fake Facebook
account, Bogenschutz told
the teacher that Katie Mor-
gan and the teacher’s
boyfriend were in a rela-
tionship and that the
boyfriend had been play-
ing them, documents say.
Bogenschutz, addressing
the teacher under the fake
name, sent screenshots of
instant messages between
Katie Morgan and the

Spirited
celebrations

Jay County High
School held Spirit Night on
Wednesday as part of its
homecoming week activities.
Pictured above, Jay County
seniors Gretchen Link (21)
and Jaelynn Lykins (42) start
celebrating as Brenna Bailey
breaks out for a score in a
powderpuff game. At right,
junior Garrett Bennett
celebrates a turnover on
downs that the junior class
forced against the
sophomores.
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teacher’s boyfriend.

The boyfriend called
Union City police to report
the Facebook account for
harassment against him-
self and the teacher. Union

City police brought up the
situation to a Jay County
Sheriff’s Office deputy,
who recalled Bogenschutz
had a fake Facebook
account under the same
name that he used for Indi-
ana Internet Crimes
Against Children Task
Force case work.

By HENRY MEYER
and ETHAN BRONNER

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Israel ordered the military to
maintain its bombardment of
Hezbollah targets in Lebanon and
denied interest in a truce deal,
complicating efforts by
the U.S. and allies to avoid full-
blown war.

“There will be no cease-fire,”
Foreign Minister Israel Katz said
on X on Thursday. “We will con-
tinue to fight the Hezbollah terror
group with full force until victory
and the return of residents of the
north to their homes.”

Katz is standing in for Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
while the latter travels to the U.S.,
where he is due to address the

annual United Nations summit on
Friday. Netanyahu’s office said
earlier that the Israel Defense
Forces had been told to continue
bombing Lebanon.

The proposal for a three-week
cease-fire is being led by U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden and his French
counterpart Emmanuel Macron
and came as Israel prepared for a
possible ground invasion. Such a

See Arrested page 2

Israel rejects cease-fire talks

move would risk spiraling into a
regional conflict that could drag
the U.S. and Iran, which backs
Hezbollah, into a direct confronta-
tion.

Lebanon’s Economy Minister
Amin Salam described the cease-
fire proposal as “very serious”
and said the next developments
would be crucial.

See Rejects page 2

Council pulls back funding slated for JCDC

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

No JCDC; no need for the
funds.

Jay County Council agreed
on a split 3-2 vote Wednesday to
make a $140,000 appropriation
reduction in the economic
development income tax (EDIT)
fund for the current year. Coun-
cil members said the dollars
had been intended to serve as
Jay County Development Cor-
poration’s 2024 budget.

Council also approved the
county’s 2025 budget on first
reading Wednesday.

Jay County Commissioners
and JCDC have been back and

In review

Jay County Civic Theatre’s
production of “The Play That
Goes Wrong” is this weekend
with shows at 7 p.m. tonight and
Saturday as well as 2 p.m. Sun-
day at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut
St., Portland. Tickets are $12 for
students and $14 for adults and
are available at Arts Place,
online at bit.ly/JCCTTPTGW
or by calling (260) 726-4809.

County’s 2025 budget was
also approved on first reading

forth amid contract negotia-
tions. Earlier this month, after
JCDC representatives respond-
ed to “points” commissioners
asked them to address before
moving forward with a con-
tract, a motion from commis-
sioner Rex Journay to give

JCDC $140,000 for its budget
died for a lack of a second. Com-
missioners president Chad
Aker said he wouldn’t move for-
ward with a contract or funding
for the organization until its
board agrees to a reduction in
its membership. Commissioner

Brian McGalliard suggested
JCDC wait to approach commis-
sioners in January, when two
new members will take McGal-
liard and Journay’s seats.
Council president Matt Min-
nich explained commissioners
originally requested $140,000
for a contract with JCDC. The
money will still be available for
officials to use, but commis-
sioners will need to request the
$140,000 from council again
before they are able to use it.
“To my knowledge, commis-
sioners decided not to engage
in the contract with JCDC,”
said Minnich. “I would view the
goal of county council as over-

sight (of) funds that are spent
on behalf of the taxpayer, so to
leave the $140,000 in there sim-
ply leaves that money as a
blank check to use on whatev-
eI‘_”

He pointed to uses of EDIT
funding being a part of the
county’s EDIT plan, being rec-
ommended by EDIT advisory
committee and being made as
an additional appropriation by
council.

“So, I think it’s just simply to
maintain the robustness of that
system instead of just leaving
money out there to just be used
however,” Minnich said.

See Funding page 2

Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of 72 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 57.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
90% chance of rain with a low
in the lower 60s and winds
gusting to 35 miles per hour.
More rain is possible Saturday
with a high in the mid 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

In review

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Coming up

Saturday — Photos from
today’s JCHS homecoming
activities.

Tuesday — Results from
Maddy Snow in the girls golf
regional tournament

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.
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Funding

Continued from page 1

“You really think that they
would just take that money and
blow it?” asked council member
Jeanne Houchins. “No, they
wouldn’t. They’re responsible —
they are as responsible for that
money as what we are responsi-
ble. They have the same level of
responsibility to make sure that
money gets spent properly.”

She asked county auditor
Emily Franks if council is
allowed to make the appropria-
tion reduction, with Franks con-
firming it is.

Council member Cindy Bracy
pointed to responsibilities within
the branches of local govern-
ment. She noted council is the fis-
cal body for Jay County. Commis-
sioners, per Indiana Code, are the
county executive.

“To me, it is a way that we are
continuing to have checks and
balances,” Bracy said, noting
commissioners are still able to
ask for the $140,000 as an addi-
tional appropriation in the
future.

“It’s not going away,” she said
of the funding. “We’re not taking
it away. We’re just simply putting
it in this pot where it’s going to
sit, and I’d (say) that’s just part of
oversight that is within roles of
council.”

Houchins asked if there are
other agreements being paid out
of the fund. She worried aloud
about potential bills coming out
of that fund that still need to be
paid. Franks said the $140,000
isn’t currently being used to pay
for anything, explaining that dol-
lars for contracts with consultant

CR almanac

Mike Kleinpeter and East Central
Indiana Regional Planning Dis-
trict ($80,000 and $100,000, respec-
tively) are accounted for.

Council members Harold Tow-
ell and Bracy voted in favor of the
reduction, with Randy May and
Houchins dissenting. Minnich
broke the tie in favor of the reduc-
tion. (Council members Dave
Haines and Faron Parr were
absent.)

In other business Wednesday,
council approved the 2025 budget
on first reading. Next year’s budg-
et comes in at $24,108,262.14,
roughly $1.6 million more than
the current year. (It’s about a 6.6%
increase.) It includes nearly
$11.28 million in the general fund,
which is up by about $600,000
from this year.

Other major fund totals are:

Rejects ...

just under $3.5 million for Jay
County Commissioners, $3.16
million for Jay County Highway
Department — it also had an
additional $1.9 million from the
state in the Local Motor Vehicle
Highway restricted fund — $2
million for Jay Emergency Med-
ical Service, $1.956 million for
Jay County Jail and $1.356 mil-
lion for Jay County Sheriff’s
Office.

Increases to next year’s budget
include at least 3% raises or
more for county employees.
Other notable changes include
adding three correction officer
jobs and another nurse position
to Jay County Jail and decreas-
ing to four budgeted public
defenders. Council also decided
on a split vote earlier this month
to allocate no specific funding in

the EDIT portion of the county’s
2025 budget. It decided commis-
sioners may approach council in
January to request additional
appropriations for the money.

The second reading and budget
adoption are slated for Oct. 9,
with council’s regular monthly
meeting to follow.

Also, council agreed (with
Towell dissenting) to move for-
ward with amending the salary
ordinance to increase Jay Coun-
ty Country Living interim direc-
tor Melissa Blankley’s pay to the
full-time rate at $26.45 an hour.
(Currently, she’s serving in the
role on a part-time basis.) Bracy
noted Blankley would like to be
paid the full-time rate and sug-
gested allowing it until Blankley
leaves the department or a new
director is hired.

Continued from page 1

as Israeli forces pound tar-
gets in Lebanon for a fourth
day. More than 600 people,
including at least 50 chil-
dren, have been killed since
Monday, with thousands of
Lebanese fleeing the coun-
try’s south. Hezbollah has
fired hundreds of rockets at
northern Israel in response

— including its first-ever
attempt to target Tel
Aviv — in the worst vio-
lence between the two sides
since a 2006 war.

Local broadcaster Chan-
nel 12 reported senior
Israeli officials as saying
they have their own condi-
tions for a cease-fire

that Hezbollah leader Has-
san Nasrallah is unlikely
to agree to. Israel’s Army
Radio, meanwhile, report-
ed unidentified security
officials saying the mili-
tary needs more time to
achieve its goal of stop-
ping cross-border attacks
from Hezbollah.
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Today in history

In 1066, the Norman
conquest of England
began when William,
Duke of Normandy, set
sail with his Army for
the southeastern coast of
England.

In 1590, Pope Urban
VII completed the short-
est papacy in history,
dying 12 days after being
elected.

In 1777, the Continen-
tal Congress held a ses-
sion in Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania, after fleeing
Philadelphia.

In 1954, The Tonight
Show premiered with
host Steve Allen.

In 1964, the Warren
Commission released its
findings after months of
investigating the assassi-

nation of President John
F. Kennedy.

In 1972, Portland Park
Board decided to defer
plans for major repairs at
the Portland youth cen-
ter until 1973. Contractor
Paul Baldauf told the
board it would take that
time to determine the
exact reason cracks had
developed in the founda-
tion and south wall of the
building.

In 2020, Jay County
Commissioners
approved a rule to sus-
pend the email accounts
of Jay County govern-
ment employees within a
month if they did not
complete their required
cybersecurity training.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Country Living Advi-
sory Board executive
session, Jay County
Community Center sen-
ior area, 115 E. Water
St., Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Country Living Advi-
sory Board, Jay County
Community Center sen-
ior area, 115 E. Water
St., Portland.

Tuesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Arbys Foundation
L

.5 Kids Purpose Project

Three Thousand Dollars and No Cents

.. Youth Education

12345678:00123456789 1374

Restaurant donates

Arby’s of Portland recently presented a $3,000 donation check to Kids Purpose Project.
Pictured, from left, are Courtnee Taylor, Kortney VanSkyock and Holly Johnson of Kids Purpose
Project and Kelly Tuttle and January Easton of Arby’s. Kids Purpose Project used the funds to
provide lice kits for school nurses and school supplies for students.

$ $3,000

A;by's Fpundation
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Capsule Reports

Lost control

A Bluffton man’s vehicle rolled
several times after it went off the
side of county road 50 West about 8
a.m. Monday.

Daniel I. Balderram, 29, was driv-

Arrested ...

Continued from page 1

The deputy had access to the fake Face-
book account and logged in, finding the
alleged messages on the account, accord-
ing to the affidavit. He saved the evidence
and reported his findings.

Indiana Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force investigates and prose-
cutes use of the internet to sexually
exploit or entice children, according to its
website. Indiana State Police oversees the
department.

Bogenschutz previously worked as a
member of the task force and gave a public
seminar at Jay County Junior-Senior High
School on social media safety for children
in November. Prior to his time as a sher-
iff’s office deputy, he worked as a police
officer in Redkey.

In March, Jay County Commissioners
terminated a contract with Bogenschutz’s

days.
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ing a 2024 Honda Accord south on
the road near county road 800 North
when he lost control of the vehicle,
according to a Jay County Sheriff’s
Office report. The vehicle went into
a ditch and rolled several times.

ald Business Solutions, for the sheriff’s
office website.

Plans are for Bogenschutz to be trans-
ferred to Jay County Jail in the next few

In Indiana, Level 6 felony sentences
range from six months to 2.5 years, with an
advisory sentence of one year.

Bogenschutz was suspended from Jay
County Sheriff’s Office for five days in 2019
for acting improperly during a traffic stop
in Clinton County. A concerned driver
noted Bogenschutz speeding — at one
point he reached 90 miles per hour in a 55

P . . PROGRESSIVE
mph zone — and driving erratically with- DEL TORO
out his lights or sirens on and took a video
OFFICE PRODUCTS

of the incident. Bogenschutz eventually
pulled the driver over, berated him and
refused to give his name and badge num-
ber when asked. (Video of the incident was
aired first by Indianapolis TV station

Balderram told police he wasn’t
injured. The Honda he was driving
— it’s registered to Ean Holding of
Cincinnati, Ohio — was towed, with
damage estimated between $25,000
and $50,000.

SERVICES

Saturday
Bartlett, Michael: noon,
Bartlett Pond, 550 N. 1025 West,
Pennville.

Monday
Hudson, David: 2 p.m,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Local’s thanks

Local’'s Market thanked Jay Community Center and staff for this year’'s market success
with $250. Pictured are vendors and Bill Cook, market manager, presenting the check to Kyle
Cook, Jay Community Center executive director.

Photo provided

Learn

Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

Melanoma is a danger-
ous form of skin cancer
that has the potential to
spread to other parts of the
body.

Approximately 100,000
people in the U.S. will be
diagnosed with melanoma
this year, according to the
American Cancer Society.
In early 2024, the Food and
Drug Administration
approved a new treatment
for advanced melanoma
called tumor-infiltrating
lymphocyte therapy (TIL
therapy). Dr. James Jakub,
a Mayo Clinic surgical
oncologist, explains that
TIL therapy can be a one-
time treatment for some
patients diagnosed with
advanced melanoma.

TIL therapy uses the
body’s own immune cells to
target cancer — in this
case, advanced melanoma.
The process, which takes

about

new therapy

about three weeks, begins
with surgery.

“We remove the cancer;
it’s sent off to a lab, and
those immune cells, those
lymphocytes, are isolated,
separated out and
enriched,” says Jakub.

While the cells are pre-
pared, the patient under-
goes chemotherapy in
preparation for their own
immune cells, which recog-
nize the melanoma, to be
infused back into their
body:

“When we give them
back to the patient, they
can effectively target the
cancer,” says Jakub. And
now, in numbers, they can
overwhelm the cancer and
kill it.”

Blood tests and scans
measure the body’s
response three months
after treatment. For those
who have failed multiple
lines of treatment, this one-
time therapy offers hope.

Daughter’s decisions impacted by suicide

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s
uncle died by suicide in his home
six months ago. It was a shock to
the entire family. Since the funer-
al, we have helped to settle his
affairs, including cleaning out
his home to get it ready for sale.

My husband’s cousin (the
uncle’s daughter) has had an
understandably difficult time
coming to terms with the loss of
her father and has decided to
purchase the house and reside
there. She hasn’t sought grief
counseling and wuses social
media as a therapeutic outlet.

Many in the family believe
she’s making a mistake spurred
by grief. She wants to hold fami-
ly gatherings and holiday cele-
brations there. Those of us who
helped clean out the house do not
want to go back there. The loss is
still recent, and the memories of
the scene are still fresh.

How can we tell this cousin we
are uncomfortable visiting the

grief? We want to be supportive,
but it’s just too hard to walk back
into the place where he ended his
life. — TRAUMATIZED IN MIS-
SOURI

DEAR TRAUMATIZED:
Your husband’s cousin is try-
ing hard to deal with her
grief, however ill-advised her
method may be. Everyone has
been supportive, but someone
needs to speak honestly with
her and let her know that
what she is fantasizing about
isn’t going to happen.

The person closest to her
needs to speak frankly — for

reluctance to visit the house
again. Once she knows, she
may be less eager to buy her
father’s home. Yes, she could
probably use some grief
counseling, and it’s available
to families who have experi-
enced the kind of trauma
she has. A resource that
could help is the 988 Suicide
& Crisis Lifeline (988life-
line.org), but that poor,
grieving woman has to be
willing to ask for it.

DEAR ABBY: When I'm invit-
ed to a friend’s house for dinner
and asked to bring dessert, I
always make something fresh
and delicious for that evening.
Lately, I'm noticing that several
friends, when invited to my
house or another friend’s party,
are bringing along half-eaten
desserts from the previous
evening’s family dinner.

I think this is rude. It’s like

worth the effort.” Is this a new
trend, or am I too sensitive? —
IRRITATED IN IDAHO

DEAR IRRITATED: You’re
not too sensitive, and if this is
a new trend, I haven’t heard
of it. Many hosts serve fresh
food to their guests and are
careful about how it is pre-
sented. By that I mean, it is
not half-consumed and
doesn’t look like leftovers. If
the “several friends” who do
this don’t have time to pre-
pare something to bring, they
should buy something and
bring it whole.

DEAR ABBY: Our son is
engaged to marry a young lady
our family can’t stand. No mat-
ter what we are discussing, she
turns the conversation to long,
boring stories about her friend,
her aunt, her cousin, etc. Nobody
cares about these stories, and
they are constant. Our two

roll their eyes and limit their
time with her. My husband
leaves the room. Even my 95-
year-old mother, who is partially
deaf, can’t be in her company.

Our daughters think we
should tell our son not to marry
her, as it isruining our close fam-
ily. He doesn’t seem to notice it,
seems to love her and will be
hurt. Have you any suggestions?
— STUMPED MOM IN THE
EAST

DEAR STUMPED MOM: If
you do what your daughters
are suggesting, your son is
almost guaranteed to be
offended and become defen-
sive. It could very likely alien-
ate him and his fiancee. An
alternative might be for you
to talk privately with your
son and point out that his
fiancee needs to curtail her
speeches because, in case he
hasn’t noticed, they are so
long that she has literally

home without causing her more

the family — about their

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday

LOCAL'S MARKET —
Will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in June
through October in the
parking lot at Jay Commu-

nity Center in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact Bill Cook.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Thursday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

they’re saying,

“You're not daughters and their husbands been losing her audience.

20th Annual Jay County Heritage Festival
903 E. Main St. * Portland, IN 47371

Saturday, Sept. 28 & Sunday, Sept. 29
11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

SALUTE TO JAY COUNTY YOUTH
Free Admission!

Horse & Wagon Rides, Craft Vendors, Displays, Musicians

Demonstrations, Reenactors, KIIIS AI}IWIIIBS aml More!
FOOD

SATURDAY
Kettle-cooked Ham & Beans

SUNDAY
Kettle-cooked Chili

BOTH DAYS
Foot-long Hot Dogs,
Ice Cream, Pie, Caramel Corn, & more!

PART-TIME

orPORTUNNTY

Inserter

Hours vary each week

Apply at
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Equal
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Be confident in our voting process

To the editor:

Are dead people voting? Are
illegals voting? Are unregis-
tered people voting? Is there
fraud and widespread voting
machine issues that affect true
results in our elections?

No.

Today more than ever before
there are plenty of safeguards
in place to ensure not only
does your vote count, but the
chances of any illegal voting
or fraud is very minimal.

Why? Today's technological

Child care shouldn’t
cause financial I'lllll

Letters to
the Editor

advances and election boards
across the country know what
to look for. Voting rolls are
purged and updated on a regu-
lar basis, including tracking
obituaries, who is moving in

and out of voting districts and
who is verified as a registered
voter.

Safeguards to fair and safe
elections include a local elec-
tion board, trained poll work-
ers from each party, recounts,
paper backups and state and
federal agencies that monitor
elections.

One last important safe-
guard is the provisional ballot
that a voter in question would
fill out so that election boards
can go back and make sure this

ballot can be included or it is
found to be invalid.

Some of the confusion and
doubts that spur the claims of
fraud and lack of trust in the
results can be easily explained.
For example, mail in ballots
have been in the system for
decades. Some states have had
100% mail in since 2000. Some
states have different dates for
early voting and when vote
counts are done.

The 2020 election was a good
test to measure how well the

safeguards in place protected
everyone's vote. With so many
challenges in certain states, so
many recounts and court deci-
sions that did verify the results,
we can be assured that going to
the voting booth this November
will provide us the opportunity
to cast our vote for whom we
want and our vote will be safely
included along with any other
legally registered voter.

Confidently,

Randy Geesaman

Portland

By ILETHA JONES
OtherWords

Every mother in Ameri-
ca knows this struggle
well: how do you afford to
raise a child?

My daughter was born
almost 14 years ago and
my family is still finan-
cially recovering from the
struggle of supporting a
newborn. And we’re not
alone — American fami-
lies are spending a greater
and greater portion of
their income on child
care.

According to the non-
profit Child Care Aware,
the average cost of child
care in the U.S. is now
more than $10,000 per
year — and even higher
for infants and toddlers.
And the problem is only
getting worse. It’s no won-
der so many women are
choosing not to have chil-
dren because they say
they can’t afford them.

Right before I found out
I was pregnant, I was let
go from my job and lost
my benefits and stable
income.

Once my daughter was
born, instead of enjoying
every moment of being
new parents, my partner
and I were stressed about
our financial situation. I
didn’t have a job to go back
to, and even if I did, we
wouldn’t have been able to
afford child care.

I remember tirelessly
googling  child care
providers in the area and
becoming exasperated at
the costs. There was no
way that we could afford
to pay $300-plus a week
just for daycare — we
wouldn’t be able to cover
our basic living expenses.

The situation became a
Catch 22: If I didn’t work,
it would be impossible to
balance our bills and
afford the essentials to
raise a child. But if I did,
we wouldn’t be able to
afford those things any-
way, because all the money
would be going to daycare.

This is why so many
mothers like me are driv-
en out of the workforce.
As one of the only indus-
trialized countries in the
world without national
paid leave, the United
States forces moms in par-
ticular to choose between
continuing to work or
raising our children.

The fortunate mothers
who do have access to a
paid leave program are
significantly less likely to
quit their jobs and more
likely to work for the same
employer after the birth
of their first child. That’s
not just good for mothers
— that’s good for employ-
ers and our economy as a
whole.

As I think back to those
days, I remember always
feeling sad, not realizing
that like 10% to 15% of
new mothers I was likely
dealing with postpartum
depression. That feeling

The situation
became
a Catch 22:
If I didn’t
work, it
would be
impossible
to balance
our bills and
afford the
essentials to
raise a child.
But if 1 did,
we wouldn’t
be able to
afford those
things anyway,
because all the
money would
be going to
daycare.

was only compounded by
isolation and the stress of
financial insecurity.

Paid leave can help
address those mental
stressors. According to
one study, women who
took longer than 12 weeks
maternity leave reported
fewer depressive symp-
toms, a reduction in
severe depression, and an
improvement in their
overall mental health. I
know I would’ve benefited
greatly from knowing that
I could take the time to
care for my child without
worrying about winding

up in dire financial
straits.
Having a child should be

a joyful event, not a deeply
stressful one. I've come to
understand my experi-
ence as a failure of our
elected leaders to provide
basic needs like afford-
able, accessible child care
and paid family and med-
ical leave.

I'm glad that unlike elec-
tions in the past, this cri-
sis has become a major
issue. I hope to see a day
when no mother has to go
through what I did.

Joynes is the co-coordina-
tor of the media and com-
munications team with
United Workers.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.
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Lawmakers have difficult task

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

It’s clear that state lawmakers
will address exploding Medicaid
costs in the upcoming legislative
session. It could mean making it
harder for elderly Hoosiers to pro-
tect their assets, reexamining
expansion coverage for working
adults or cutting benefits.

But I wanted to make sure we
remember there are human beings
behind those numbers.

Some have a misperception that
those on Medicaid — a state-feder-
al health insurance program for
low-income people — are fleecing
the state for benefits they don’t
deserve.

The fact is many are just people
who have medical needs beyond
their means. That’s certainly the
case for Jim Densmore. He was a
hard-working, full-time data policy
analyst in his early 60s when he
suffered a catastrophic stroke.

Several years later he is still par-
tially paralyzed, learning to walk
again and struggling to cover his
medical needs with social securi-
ty. He is on a waitlist for Medicaid
help.

Many Hoosiers like Densmore
need help. But I also acknowledge
that fiscal concerns about Medi-
caid are legitimate and can’t be
ignored.

The numbers

As of last month, 1.96 million
Hoosiers are on Medicaid, which
has dropped since the pandemic.

The total tab for the 2024-2025 fis-
cal year is about $26 billion,
including both federal and state
dollars. The state portion alone
is $8.2 billion.

Elderly and disabled Medicaid
beneficiaries make up roughly
33% of the overall population but
account for 94% of expenditures —
making their health care more
expensive than the average user.

K-12 spending in Indiana for
years has been 50% of the state

budget. But in the current biennial
spending plan, that dropped to
47% as the Medicaid portion grew.

Growth has led the Family and
Social Services to make changes to
coverage and move to a managed
care system for long-term care
that state officials hope will save
money.

So, how do lawmakers curb
the growth trend? Some of it
relates to national health care pol-
icy and growth in costs overall.
And a recent lawsuit suggests
fraud is also a problem.

House Ways and Means Chair-
man Jeff Thompson said every-
thing is on the table. When craft-
ing the budget in 2023, he told peo-
ple behind the scenes that, by 2030,
Medicaid would eat up all the
state’s new revenue.

“And I was wrong ... because it’s
going to be sooner than that,”
Thompson said this week at a
budget panel.

Sen. Ryan Mishler, who heads
the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, has been beating the drum
about Medicaid growth for several
years. He said that, in the last
budget, the program grew by $2.3
billion. A mistaken forecast meant
another $900 million.

But he said legislative action
doesn’t necessarily mean cutting
benefits.

Sheltering assets

“I think we have to look at eligi-
bility for nursing homes. I mean, I
know it sounds bizarre, but there’s
millionaires going on Medicaid
into nursing homes, and that’s got
to stop,” Mishler said.

He noted the look-back period
was extended from three to five

years to try to ease that issue but
said lawmakers might have to go
further.

“I think there’s a lot of things we
have to look at, and some changes
have already been made, but I
think we’ll have to do some
changes legislatively as well. The
last thing we really want to do is
cut benefits.”

Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Berne,
also has concerns about older citi-
zens sheltering their assets in
trusts and wusing other legal
maneuvers.

He spoke to a small group of
Hoosiers in a video posted to
YouTube, in which he said “Medic-
aid is going to eat us alive, folks, if
we’re not careful.”

Holdman said the biggest piece
is long-term care for the aged. He
noted if you put everything in a
trust and get past five years before
needing long-term care, then you
don’t have to use those assets to
pay for your own care. Instead,
Medicaid steps in to pay for at-
home and nursing home care.

He acknowledged it might not be
popular to address the loophole
but that it might be addressed next
session.

“There’s nothing political, noth-
ing in our DNA, nothing that says
when you die you get to leave
everything to your children. I
think the bootstrap way of good
Hoosier government, good Hoosier
standards are: you pay your own
way,” he said.

This is just one part of what
promises to be a complex, even
painful discussion as lawmakers
try to balance state fiscal concerns
with providing health care to poor
Hoosiers who have no other choic-
es.

Kelly, editor-in-chief of Indiana
Capital Chronicle, has coverage the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Nitrogen benefits are limited

Study says
anecdotal
claims aren’t
backed up
by research

By MEGAN ALLEN

University of lllinois

In a recent study from
the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign,
researchers tested whether
modern high-yielding soy-
beans benefit from nitro-
gen fertilizer, with results
suggesting additions are
largely unnecessary.

Soybeans form a natural
partnership with bacteria
that colonize the plant’s
roots. In exchange for sug-
ars, the bacteria convert
atmospheric nitrogen into
a form the plant can use,
supplying much of the
nitrogen needed for growth
and grain development. It
has historically been
accepted that this supply,
along with nitrogen from
the soil, meets the plant’s
nitrogen needs, but ever-
increasing yield potential
raises the question about
whether this is still the
case, say researchers in
the Department of Crop
Sciences and Illinois Exten-
sion; both units are part of
the College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences (ACES) at
Illinois.

Questions raised
Soybean is a high-protein
crop, and protein does not
come cheap. Nitrogen is a
key component of amino
acids, which are the build-
ing blocks of proteins. As
soybean yields increase,
the plant needs to produce
more protein, which in
turn requires more nitro-
gen. Therefore, some
researchers and farmers
believe adding nitrogen fer-
tilizer helps the plant meet

University of Illinois/Joshua Vonk

Pictured is a soybean field in Chillicothe, lllinois. Results of research in a recent University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign study raise questions about the benefits from nitrogen fertilizer.

improvement steadily
raised soybean yield poten-
tial and the need for nitro-
gen, raising questions
about supplementing the
supply with fertilizer,”
said Emerson Nafziger,
professor emeritus in crop
sciences and Extension
specialist. “People won-
dered whether soybeans
wouldn’t be able to supply
all of the energy for high
yields as well as the energy
needed to fix such a large
amount of nitrogen.”

This notion is spurred on
by highly publicized
“record” yields that are
often attributed to inten-
sive practices including
nitrogen fertilizer,
Nafziger says. These anec-
dotal claims are not backed
up by available research

colleagues Giovani Preza
Fontes and Joshua Vonk to
tackle the issue.

Yields improved?

To test whether soybeans
respond to extra nitrogen,
the U. of I. team ran nine
field trials across four loca-
tions in Illinois between
2014 and 2017. They looked
at soybean yield when
nitrogen fertilizer was
applied at each of four
growth stages: planting,
flowering, pod setting, seed
filling, and at all four of
these stages.

The researchers found
that applying nitrogen to
the crop at all four stages
increased yield in most
cases, but not enough to
cover the cost of the fertil-
izer. Nafziger stresses that

applications are not a rec-
ommendation for farmers
to follow suit.

“While this increase
from repeated applications
was interesting, any treat-
ment that costs two to three
times the value of the extra
production is a sure way to
lose money,” he said. “Peo-
ple who are trying to set
yield records might do it
anyway, but it should never
be done in normal produc-
tion fields.”

In all years and loca-
tions, soybean yields were
good to outstanding,
regardless of nitrogen
application. There was no
consistent yield benefit
from single nitrogen appli-
cations during flowering,
pod setting, or seed filling.

“We found little response

stages ranging from flower-
ing to seed filling, despite
the fact that these cover the
period when crop demand
is high as pods are formed
and seed filling begins.
This indicated that nitro-
gen availability during
critical stages of yield for-
mation was not a signifi-
cant limitation to yield,”
said Preza Fontes, assis-
tant professor in crop sci-
ences.

Exception found

There was, however, one
exception. A single nitro-
gen application at planting
significantly increased soy-
bean yield in two out of
three years in a loam soil in
a farmer’s field near Chilli-
cothe, Illinois. This was
unexpected as other stud-

planting, the plant invests
less in its symbiotic rela-
tionship with nitrogen-fix-
ing bacteria, sometimes
leading to deficiencies later
in the season.

Nafziger partly attrib-
utes this yield increase to
the site’s lighter soil tex-
ture and lower organic mat-
ter, which may have been
less favorable for early
growth compared to the
other sites. In one of the
two years, the single nitro-
gen treatment also seemed
to lessen the symptoms of
sudden death syndrome, a
soil-borne fungal disease.

“We can’t count on this
for disease control, but in
this case, it seemed to be
part of the reason it
increased yield,” Nafziger
said. “A little boost early in
the season might have been
enough to get plant and
root growth ahead and
keep them ahead the rest
of the season.”

A single application at
planting could help soils
with limited early-season
nutrient availability, but in
most cases, farmers can
trust nitrogen-fixing bacte-
ria to do their job. Free-liv-
ing soil bacteria can also
contribute to early growth
by releasing nitrogen from
soil organic matter, which
may explain why early-
applied nitrogen had little
effect in soils with more
organic matter.

“Nitrogen fertilizer
should only be considered
in areas where the crop
often gets off to a slow start
due to soil factors. It’s a
practice that we don’t
think people should rush
into,” Nafziger said. “In
fact, those with lighter
soils might hand-apply
nitrogen fertilizer to a
small plot and watch to see
if the crop grows better
there. If it doesn’t, then the
fertilizer did no good.

“We need nitrogen for
high corn yields, but one of
the things that makes soy-
bean such a great part of
the crop rotation on most
Illinois farms is that it pro-
duces high yields without
the expense and environ-
mental consequence of

this increased demand.
“Ongoing genetic

and
prompted Nafziger and his

are partly what

the yield improvements
they saw from repeated

individual

to applying nitrogen at
reproductive

ies have found that when
nitrogen is applied during

applying nitrogen fertiliz-
en”

L.A. settles with Monsanto for $35 million

By ANDREW J. CAMPA
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Contamination of key Los
Angeles waterways such as
the Santa Monica Bay, Los Ange-
les Harbor and Echo Park
Lake due to the spread of toxic
chemicals is at the heart of a
$35-million settlement between
the L.A. City Council and agri-
culture giant Monsanto and two
smaller companies.

The City Council on Tuesday
announced the payout by the
companies to settle a lawsuit
filed in 2022 over damage from
long-banned chemicals called
PCBs, which have been linked to
health problems including can-
Cer.

The City Council approved the
settlement at Tuesday after-
noon’s meeting, voting 13 to 0
after a closed session. Coun-
cilmembers Imelda Padilla
and Nithya Raman were absent.

A call to the office of City

Deal reached over contamination in
waterways including Santa Monica Bay

Atty. Hydee Feldstein Soto was
not immediately answered, nor
was a call to Monsanto’s repre-
sentation.

In March 2022, then-City
Attorney Mike Feuer sued Mon-
santo, which was swallowed by
the German corporation Bayer
in 2018, and smaller chemical
companies Solutia Inc. and
Pharmacia.

The complaint sought com-
pensation for the cost of past
cleanups — and for future abate-
ment of polychlorinated
biphenyls, or PCBs. The chemi-
cals tainted and continue to pol-
Iute many Los Angeles water-

ways, including the Dominguez
Channel, Ballona Creek, Marina
del Rey and Machado Lake.

“The city has expended mil-
lions and millions of dollars so
far and is going to continue to
expend millions and millions of
dollars to remediate this issue,”
Feuer said at the time.

PCBs are human-made organ-
ic chemicals that have no known
taste or smell and range in con-
sistency from oils to waxes,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency.

They had several commercial
uses, including in transformers
and capacitors, oil used in

motors and hydraulic systems,
cable insulation, oil-based paint,
caulking and plastics.

PCBs were produced and used
domestically from roughly 1929
until they were banned in 1979,
according to the EPA.

From the 1930s through
1977, Monsanto was the sole pro-
ducer of PCBs in the United
States, according to the National
Library of Medicine.

Exposure to PCBs increases
the chances of a person develop-
ing cancer while diminishing
the effectiveness of the immune
system and damaging reproduc-
tive organs and the nervous sys-
tem, according to the EPA.

The lawsuit alleged that Mon-
santo knew that “its commercial
PCB formulations were highly
toxic and would inevitably pro-
duce precisely the contamina-
tion and human health risks
that have occurred.” Instead of
informing public officials, the
company “misled the public,

regulators, and its own cus-
tomers about these key facts.”

The lawsuit alleged that, as
early as 1937, Monsanto acknowl-
edged internally that PCBs pro-
duced “systemic toxic effects
upon prolonged exposure.”

Many of Los Angeles’ water-
ways had been impaired by PCB
contamination, according to the
lawsuit.

The city has said that it con-
tinues to shoulder the cost and
responsibility of cleaning these
locales along with monitoring
and analyzing samples.

People face PCB exposure,
according to the lawsuit, by eat-
ing contaminated food, breath-
ing contaminated air, or drink-
ing or swimming in contaminat-
ed water. Fish captured in con-
taminated waters and eaten also
provide an avenue for PCB expo-
sure.

The settlement avoids a court
trial, which presented some risk
to the city.
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We have a busy schedule of
special sections and pages
coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

Harvest
Wednesday, Oct. 23 - UNIV*
Randolph County girls basketball
Tuesday, Nov. b - N-G*
Randolph County boys basketball
Thursday, Nov. 21 - N-G*
How to cook a turkey

Tuesday, Nov. 26 - N-G*
DEADLINES ARE ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com ® 260-726-8141

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review, NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available
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Heating & Cooling
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Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana
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Bidding quiz

Your right-hand opponent deals
and bids Three Clubs, both sides
vulnerable. What action (if any)
would you take with gach of the
following five hands?
LLoaKQIIWAIRL#AJG2 & T
2.4094 %A ¢ AKQY73 & K8
3.4 KQIIGS2YE ¢ AQJ4 &3
4.4 KIES5W AT2 ¢ AOR & (92
5.4 AK729Y AQI2 ¢ KQI3 & —

Wk

1. Double, The double of a pre-
emptive bid is intended as takeout,
Partner may pass only il he thinks
it is best to play for penalties, but
usually he responds m his longest
suil. IUis true that you have only 13
points in high cards and are forcing
partner to respond at the three-
level, but it is not overly optimistic
fo assume ])ﬂ]'[nc]' has some VH]UCS
and support for one of your three
suits, which increases the value of
your hand. Of course, there is some
clement of danger in bidding over
three clubs, but it would be more
dangerous (o pass.

2. Three notrump, Te merely over-
call with three diamonds would be
a distinet underbid, and to double
for takeout would also be unsound
because of your lack of support for
the major suits, With eight proba-
ble tricks in your hand. the best
shot is three notrump.

There is an element of risk here
also, but since the chief purpose of
a pre-emptive bid is to make life

difficult for the opponents when
they have the better hands, it is not
surprising that any bid you make
curries some degree of risk,

3. Four spades. Partner needs
very little for this contract to come
home, and it would be unduly pes-
simistic on your part to assume
that partner can’t supply what you
need. An overcall of three spades
would show a lesser hand for
example, the same hand with one
less spade and one more heart or
club. Three spades would merely
invite partner to bid, and you
should not risk a pass with a hand
as promising as this one.

4, Pass. This may seem conserva-
tive, since you have the values for
an opening bid, but here the level is
simply loo high lo justily any
action other than a pass. To double
for takeout is very dangerous, since
you lack the distribution to justify
a forced response from partner.
You might easily incur a disastrous
penalty i you caught pariner with
a poor hand.

5. Four clubs. You can’t play this
hand in less than game, and the
best way of letling partner know
this is by cuebidding the oppo-
nent’s suit, asking partner 1o choose
a suit. The cuebid is preferable to a
double because you don’t want to
run the risk of partner’s passing
three clubs deubled, which is one
of his options.

Tomorrow: Death of a monarch.
02024 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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CRYPTOQUIP

UV C BESZZ-ZOQBUQZ TSA

BSIQZ VES] ZFOQEUSE ZHSBN,

U HIUMN UH'Z FMTSFXHQTRG

C IUAIXEQT IGXEUT.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: YES, THAT GUY DOES
INDEED HAIL FROM A LARGE CITY SOUTH OF
MILAN. HE’S THE GENOAN ARTICLE,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals S

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  36Curses DOWN 23 Arm-
1Dugout  37“Amento 1 “Troy’ strong’s
item that!” actor destination
4“Toodle- 39Zing Eric 24 Poker pot
oo!” 40 Rowing  2Helpa money
8 “Today” need hood 25 Legend-
co-host 41 Van 3 Mexican ary loch
Kotb Gogh snack 26 Book-
12 Lawyers' painting 4 Culti- keepers
org. 45 Crummy vated (Abbr.)
13 Apple on joint the soil 27 Fallon
adesk 48 Cycling 5 Gather prede-
14 Spoken contest 6 Tic-— cessor
15 Choker, 50 Malaria -toe 28 Brewer's
e.g. symp- 7 Paint kiln
17 Wrinkled tom solvent 29 Pamper-
fruit 51"Cold As 8 Keep ing, for
18 Coral Ever” after short
structures  rapper 9 Assoc. 32 Biting
19 Sun- 52 School 10 Lentil 33 Piglike
bather’s book fair dish mammal
goal org. 11 Actress 35 “Houdini”
21 DDE's 53 Profs’ MacGraw  singer
opponent degrees 16 Actor Lipa
22 “JFK" 54 Swear Kinski 36 French
actor 55 Cain, to 20 Flight caps
Gary Adam stat 38 Boxing
% Ellg;k? Solution time: 25 mins. gg?d »
29 Blaster's 39 — Peak
need 42 Easy
30 Undivided targets
31 Carrots' 43 Outside
mates olc[H (Pref.)
32 Pub pint [R]O]O 44 Penn or
33Young- | LlY Astin
sters -A% 45 Fist bump
34 Reply oD 46 “Yecch!"
(Abbr.) bJo 47 Wet dirt
35 Roman 1E 49 Hosp.
700 7  Section
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Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

'.'t, Von Schrader Dry
\* | Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

7/ e :
Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

A & S Building
Construction, LLC

All Types of
construction
New Homes,

Remodeling, |,
Roofing, Siding

Garages, Barns,
Concrete work , Basement &
Foundation Replacement

260-341-3023

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

¢ Life » Health
¢ International
Medical
Employee Benefits
¢ Dental ¢ Vision

* Medicare

Supplements ¢
Annuities

your E‘ometown agent
(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

BANNERS
40 x 13”

BUY ONE FOR
$695
GET ONE FOR
$350

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open
10a.m. -4 p.m.

260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-

dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to

49%

off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141
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2024 girls golf

All-GPC team

A MNPWPWFM‘M:&M

Sports

on tap

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Kenzie Brannon
Wapahani junior

Alyssa Cole
Winchester senior

Olivia Knapke
Fort Recovery junior

Maddy Snow
Jay County senior

Graphic Printing Company

Player of the Year
Delaney Dodd

Player of the Year for girls golf.
“It’s pretty crazy,” she said. “If you'd
have told me freshman year that this
would happen, I probably wouldn’t
have believed you. ...
“I just worked really hard. Junior
year wasn’'t good, and I knew I didn’t
want to have that for my senior sea-
son. So I just worked a lot in the off-
season, and confidence just coming
from everyone that believed in me.
And I just had to believe in myself.”
Dodd led a Wapahani squad that
earned its first sectional champi-
onship as well as the Mid-Eastern

Wapahani High School senior

Delaney Dodd was selected as the
inaugural Graphic Printing Company

Conference and Delaware County Ath-
letic Association championships. The

Raiders also won their first 16 dual

matches this year.
She led all golfers in The Graphic
Printing Company’s coverage area by

a three-stroke margin for nine-hole

rounds with a 41.1 average.

“This year it’s been consistency
from day one,” said Wapahani coach
Brad Miller. “I don’t think there’s been
atime, maybe one time, where she was
off and that was it. Over the last cou-
ple years, she’s shown signs of being
elite with too many set backs. This
year it was pedal to the medal, high
scoring, here we go.”

All-Graphic Printing Company first team

Honorable mention

Glory Ellis (senior), Union — 48.4

Second to only Dodd in scoring average (44.4), Brannon
was especially good in 18-hole rounds. She proved that Sat-
urday in shooting 3-over-par to win the sectional.

Cole earned a regional berth with a 6-over-par 78 at the
sectional tournament. Averaging a 45.5, she also helped
power the Golden Falcons to the county championship.

Averaging 47.5 for nine holes, Knapke led a team
inspired by former coach Joe Bruns as it won its first Mid-
west Athletic Conference championship.

Snow was the Patriots’ scoring leader with a 48-stroke
average for nine holes. She shot 87 in the sectional tour-
nament to earn a regional berth.

Aberee Ervin (freshman), Monroe Central — 48.5
Maleigh Ervin (senior), Monroe Central — 48.1
Alivia McCoy (senior), Winchester — 49.7
Charlee Morris (freshman), Monroe Central — 48.5
Avery Stinson (senior), Delta — 48.5

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Football vs. Woodlan — 7:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football at New Bremen — 7

p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Boys tennis at Eastern Hancock —
9 a.m.; Volleyball at ACAC Tournament at Heritage —
9 a.m.; Boys soccer vs. Connersville — 10 a.m.;
Cross country at New Haven Classic — 10:30 a.m.;

Girls soccer at Heritage — 2 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Volleyball at Lady Knight Invite —
9 a.m.; Middle school volleyball at Mississinawa Val-

ley — 10 a.m.

TV sports

ana Fever (ESPN2)
Cubs (Bally Indiana)
(FS1)

Today
12:30 p.m. — WNBA: Connecticut Sun at Indi-

2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Chicago
5:30 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Kansas 2

Miami (ESPN)
8 p.m. — College football: Washington at Rut-

gers (FOX)

6 p.m. — College volleyball: UCLA at Nebraska
(BTN)

8:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
Kubota Tracktor 200 (FS1)

9 p.m. — Boxing: Mikaela Mayer vs. Sandy Ryan
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — College volleyball: Ohio State at USC
(BTN)

10:15 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at San

10:30 p.m. — College volleyball: lllinois at Ore-

gon (FS1)

Swans (FS1)

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Manchester City

at Newcastle United (USA)

10 a.m. — Premier League: West Ham United at

Brentford (USA)

12 p.m. — College football: Kentucky at Ole
Miss (ABC); Maryland at Indiana (BTN); Navy at UAB

Saturday
12:30 a.m. — AFL: Brisbane Lions at Sydney

lor (FS1)

12 p.m. — PGA Tour: Presidents Cup (NBC)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Liverpool at
Wolverhampton Wanderers (USA)

1 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Gotham FC at Kansas

City Current (CBS)

2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Chicago

Cubs (Bally Indiana)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Fresno State at

UNLV (FS1); Arkansas at Texas A&M (ESPN); Col-

orado at UCF (ABC); Oklahoma at Auburn (ABC)
4 p.m. — College football: North Carolina at

7:30 p.m. — College football: Virginia Tech at  Francisco Giants (Bally Indiana) (ESPN2); Minnesota at Michigan (FOX); BYU at Bay-  Duke (ESPN2)

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT
PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION w/heated shop. Move in PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION HELP WANTED CITY LEASE SPACE avail-
Located: 2400 N 400 E Located: 2400 N 400 E condition. Saturday September Located: Bubp Exhibi- OF PORTLAND will be able, Coldwater, OH.
Winchester, IN Winchester, IN 660 E Water St.-2 Bed- 28th, 2024 tion Hall at the Jay accepting application for Manufacturing,  ware-
Saturday Morning Saturday Morning room home containing TIME 10:00 A.M. County Fairgrounds, 806 the position of Full Time housing, assembly, dis-
October 12th, 2024 October 12th, 2024 936 sq ft finished living LOCATED: 1854 W SR W Votaw St., Portland, and Part Time Dispatch- tribution, offices, inside
10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. area, Central air 20” x 28, IN er. Applications are avail- and outdoor storage.
REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 24 “ detached garage. RIDGEVILLE, IN. October 5th, 2024 able in the Clerk Treasur- Easy access to major
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, GUNS MOWERS-TRAILER- 9:30 A. M. er’s Office at City Hall, highways and railroad
ranch style home 1232 ranch style home 1232 Ruger security six SHOP TOOLS ANTIQUE - OLD & 321 N. Meridian St., access with loading
sq. ft of living area and 2  sq. ft of living area and 2~ 357mag revolver, Sav- Grasshopper 725K with COLLECTORS ITEMS  Portland IN 47371, 8:00 docks and overhead

car attached garage.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,
gas fireplace and a large
rear composite deck
with gazebo. 2 outbuild-
ings. Property includes
20 acres with 2 acres
tillable, a pond and
woods.
TRUCKS-MOWER-
TOOLS
2020 Chevrolet Silvera-
do LT Z71- 4x4 Crew
Cab Truck. Truck is in
immaculate condition;
2000 Chevrolet SL;
Simplicity 27hp Citation
KT Zero turn lawn
mower; Craftsman 10”
table saw; tap & die set;
Dewalt 12v 20 v charg-
ers; DEWALT BATTERY
TOOLS; Polaris front
blade; and other items
not listed.
VENDING MACHINE-
PADDLE BOAT-HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS-OLD
ITEMS
Vending machine (cans);
Playmate paddle boat;
(2) ping pong tables;
Maytag washer & dryer;
Haler chest freezer;
cedar chest; (2) Fire
King Tulip bowls; Faber-
ware; Pepsi clock; Coke
sign; buggy seat; wagon
wheels; milk cans; and
other items not listed.
JAMES V. LEWIS
ESTATE
By Dave Tillman Person-
al Representative
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

car attached garage.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,
gas fireplace and a large
rear composite deck
with gazebo. 2 outbuild-
ings. Property includes
20 acres with 2 acres
tillable, a pond and
woods. This is a must
see property that has
been well maintained
and is move in ready.
For more information or
a private showing con-
tact
LOY REAL ESTATE &
AUCTION
260-726-2700 or
Gary Loy Auctioneer
260-726-5160
Personal property will
sell immediately follow-
ing the real estate.
JAMES V. LEWIS
ESTATE
By Dave Tillman Person-
al Representative
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER
12TH, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 715 E MAIN
ST
PORTLAND, IN.
OPEN HOUSE SEPT.
29TH 1-3PM. Both prop-
erties will be offered at
715 E Main St.
REAL ESTATE
715 E Main St.-3 Bed-
room, 1.5 bathroom bun-
galow containing 1984
sq ft finished living area.
Central air, Det. garage

age hex barrel
22cal.pump, Parker
Brothers 12ga side by
side with rabbit ears.
Large lot of ammo.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-MISC
Cedar chest, Shoe shine
box, Victor combination
safe, Old Radios, Coke
Cooler, Wooden Keg,
Sofa and coffee table.
WOODWORKING-
SHOP-MISC
Grizzly 10” table saw,
Grizzly router, Power-
matic 12” planer, roll
away tool box, Utility
carts and cabinets, V
bottom aluminum boat
and trailer, Fishing Poles
and supplies, Several
items not mentioned.
OWNERS; DONALD
SUTTON ESTATE,
HELEN (Toni) SUTTON
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

A Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

1453 Hours, JD 345 rid-
ing mower with 54” cut.
Single axel utility trailer,
Bullens 1050 garden
tractor, Craftsman roll
around tool box, Chain-
saw sharpener
8 chain link panels,
Dewalt and Craftsman
battery powered tools.
GUNS
Rugar 22cal single 6
pistol, Rugar 9mm with
clip, Deuttsche-Waften
model 1908 military rifle
bolt action w/sight,
Ammo, knife sets.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-MISC
Sessions mantel clock,
Trunk, Child’s chair,
Setee, Galvanized Tubs,
Indiana glass, & other
collectible glassware,
Longaberger baskets,
Overstuffed chair, Lin-
den wall clock, Glider
Swing, Fishing poles &
supplies.
OWNERS; MAX WIN-
NINGHAM, DECEASED
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

(2) small buckboard
wagons (NICE); Pie
safes: Walnut corner
cabinet; Grandmother
Clock; Elgin pocket
watches; BLUE DECO-
RATIVE STONEWARE;
assorted crockery items;
Decatur Indiana foundry
pieces; FENTON;
BANKS; TOYS; 1800’s
wood soldier; tin wind up
horse & wagon, and
other toys not listed.
Coins; Jewelry.
GUNS-TOOLS
Stevens 22 caliber pock-
et rifle; Stevens A&T 22
caliber pistol. 12 gauge
double barrel shotgun;
Mantis hedge trimmer;
Bostitch finish air nailer;
concrete tools; hunting 7
fishing supplies; and
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Preview will be held Fri-
day Oct. 4th from 4pm
to 6pm . Doors will open
at 8:00 a.m. day of auc-
tion, Guns will sell
approximately 1pm.
AL HUSTON,
DECEASED
By JANET HUSTON
& FRANCIS FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
24809.

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. thru
Monday September 30,
2024. No applications
will be accepted after
11:59 p.m. on September
30, 2024. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWW.Ssycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm  Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

Public Notice

The following will be sold for
charges:
2381 E 200 N PORTLAND
On 10/15/2024 @ 10:00 AM
2012 DODGE 3C4PD-
CAB7CT255899 $2,110.00
CR 9-27-2024 - HSPAXLP

PLACE
YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD
in The
Commercial
Review

CALL
726-8141

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE




Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com
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Fort Recovery football
travels to New Bremen,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Sluggish sectional

Strong season comes to an end for Indians in the sectional

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

BRADFORD, Ohio — The Indi-
ans finished off the regular sea-
son on a high note.

They went undefeated in the
Midwest Athletic Conference,
won the last 12 dual matches of
the season and earned the con-
ference tournament title for the
first time in program history.

Despite the accomplished reg-
ular season, the Indians had a
poor outing at the wrong time,
ending their season in the sec-
tional.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls golf team struggled
through the OHSAA Division II
Southwest Sectional that lasted
over six hours from the Indians’
first tee time at Stillwater Valley
Golf Club on Tuesday.

The Indians ended in ninth
place with 445 strokes, the worst
of their three 18-hole matches by
22.

“It was disappointing,” said
FRHS coach Jeff Vaughn. “I
thought we had a good chance. I
thought we’d play better today,
since we were here on Saturday
(for the MAC tournament), but
that’s the game of golf.”

When FRHS played at Stillwa-
ter Valley Golf Club in the MAC
tournament on Saturday, it shot
a 418. That score would have
earned the Indians a regional
berth. (The top four teams
advance to the regional.)

Instead, the four teams to
move on were sectional champi-
on Graham Local (398), Fort
Loramie (418), who Fort Recov-
ery beat in a nine-hole match on
Sept. 19, Russia (422) and Ver-
sialles (437), who the Indians
topped by 24 in the MAC tourna-
ment.

Olivia Knapke came the clos-
est to moving on as an individual
— the top four individuals not on
qualifying teams move on to play

in the regional — with the team- make it through were sectional
low score of 102. She fell short by champion Reaghan McDaniel in the tournament with Graham
seven strokes, as Indian Lake’s (78) of Riverside, Reagan Brewer Local’s Riley Donnelly. She shot
Alex Kinney claimed the final (82)of Tri-Village and Isabel Flo- four of the Indians’ six pars on
berth in a shoot off. Others to res (91) of Lehman Catholic.

. The Commermal Rewew/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School senior Emma Will tees off on the first hole at Stillwater

Valley Golf Club during the sectional meet on Wednesday. Will provided the second score for
the Indians as they fell to ninth, ending their season.

Knapke ended up tied for 12th

the day, including on the 152-

yard, par-3 17th hole. The
junior’s drive went well, bounc-
ing onto the green and rolling to
within five feet of the hole. On
her first putt attempt, she cor-
rectly played a line that went
from right to left, but didn’t put
enough on her shot to be short
by 6 inches. A tap in secured the
even score.

Her other pars came on the
first, ninth and 13th holes. She
also had three bogeys and was
the only Indian to never shoot
double-par or worse.

“She had a rocky start,”
Vaughn said. “She triple-
bogeyed the first two holes and
that kind of sets the tone right
from the get go. She just never
really got it back.”

The only other pars came from
Emma Will on the 10th hole and
Georgia Wenning on the sev-
enth.

Will provided the second-best
score of 110 for the Indians, while
Evvie Briner and Mallory Evers
rounded things out with a 116
and 117, respectively. Wenning’s
122 didn’t play into the final.

Briner had a particularly
strong finish with four bogeys
over the last six holes, including
the seventh and eighth. Strong
play on No. 7 earned her the
bogey, while an iron shot got
saved by some tall grass before it
could go into the rocks on No. 8.

While Fort Recovery couldn’t
continue its hot season, it
returns four of the six staples to
its lineup next year and four of
the five sectional competitors.

“I don’t think we need to
dwell on this,” Vaughn said.
“Obviously it was a bad day and
those things happen. Hopefully
they work in the offseason and
see the potential that we have.
.. I feel bad for Emma with it
being her last year playing as a
senior, but all good things come
to an end.”

Review
preview

Jay County

Patriots

Portland, 2-3 (1-2 ACAC) ‘,
Coach: Grant Zgunda, fourth year (27th overall)
Conference: Allen County

Last week at Bluffton: The Patriots traded punch-

Friday — 7 p.m.

.

Quallt;QCIr Copies

* Flyers

¢ Posters

¢ Business Cards

¢ Brochures

e Letterhead

e Envelopes

e Graphic Design

¢ Carbonless Forms

¢ Customized Forms

FEATURING 28# WHITE DIGITAL COPIER
BOND AS OUR STANDARD PAPER

Communicate in color with our high-quality and
highly affordable, four-color copying services.
Whether it’s a business presentation or a
personal project, our friendly, helpful staff gets
your job done quickly and easily.

Prompt Turnaround ® Rush Service Available

GRAPHIC
~ PRINTING

PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecr.com

260-126-8141

es with Bluffton and put together a strong late-game
drive to pull within two points but ultimately fell 34-
25 to the Class 2A No. 9 Tigers. Sean Bailey pow-
ered the offense with 134 passing yards and two
TDs, while rushing for 64 yards and one TD.

Season leaders: Passing — Sean Bailey — 36-of-
70 for 530 yards and seven TDs. Rushing — A. J.
Myers — 42 carries for 201 yards and five TDs.
Receiving — Benson Ward — six receptions for 160
yards and two TDs. Defense — Lucas Strait — 37
tackles, two blocked punts and one sack.

at

Woodlan
Warriors

Woodburn, 2-3 (1-2 ACAC) akh
Coach: Brock Rohrbacher, first year (12th overall)
Conference: Allen County

Last week vs. Southern Wells: Drew Fleek led
the Warriors to a 50-12 win over the Raiders with
71 yards and three touchdowns on seven rushing
attempts. Woodlan only needed 32 plays to put up
half a hundred points.

Season leaders: Passing — Ty Louden — 10-of-
22 for 254 vyards and four TDs. Rushing —
Shaiden Snyder — 19 carries for 267 yards and
three TDs; Drew Fleek — 52 carries for 245 yards
and four TDs. Receiving — Carter Fleek — seven
receptions for 172 yards and two TDs. Defense —
Drew Fleek — 31 tackles and three sacks.

Last season: After giving up a game-winning
touchdown in the final minute in 2022, the Patriots
flipped the script as an interception by Grant Wen-
del set up A.J. Myers for a TD that gave them a 34-
29 lead with 1:08 left. Myers finished the game
with five TDs and 237 yards on 39 carries.

Game notes: Jay County and Woodlan have met
on the gridiron 10 times, with Jay County finally
breaking through for its first victory in 2023 ....
Since falling 15-14 to Southridge in the 2017
Class 2A state championship game, Woodlan has
had six straight losing seasons ... Jay County has
a 46.4 Sagarin rating, which is 190th overall and
42nd in Class 3A. Woodlan’s 34.12 rating is 234th
overall and 50th in Class 3A ... John Harrell pre-
dicts Jay County to win 31-21, while Calpreps.com
has the Patriots as 15-point favorites.




