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Kimo Bechtol, 44, Fort
Recovery

Janice Hudson, 78, Port-
land

John Pendleton, 77, Hart-
ford City

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  73 degrees Sunday.
The low was 43.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 50s with winds
gusting to 25 miles per hour.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Wednesday with a high in the
lower 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Portland Foundation is
accepting grant applications for
its Friends of  Jay County Agri-
culture 2024 grant cycle. Grants
are available to tax-exempt
organizations operating or pro-
posing to operate programs for
the benefit of  agriculture in Jay
County. Applications are avail-
able at portlandfoundation.org.
The deadline is Nov. 7.;

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Details from
Jay County Council’s special
meeting.

Friday — Results from the
FRHS volleyball district semi-
final against Arcanum.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Slinging Smarties
Makinsey Murphy, second runner-up of the 2024 Miss Jay County Fair Queen Pageant, tosses candy to

paradegoers Saturday morning along Union Street (Indiana 1) in Pennville. The parade marked the beginning of
Pennville Pumpkin Festival in the park.

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Judicial retention is usu-
ally a foregone conclusion
during election season, but
an effort to remove three
Indiana Supreme Court
justices who upheld Indi-
ana’s abortion ban is caus-
ing a stir this year.

Chief  Justice Loretta
Rush, Justice Mark Massa
and Justice Derek Molter
are up for retention, along
with two appeals court
judges. That means
Hoosier voters can choose
to keep them on the bench
or end their judicial
careers.

Rush pushed voters to
examine more than the
abortion ban case while
making retention deci-
sions.

“We appoint judges in
Indiana based on merit
selection,” Rush said. “My
concern would be, if  you
take one issue and say,
‘We’re going to send a mes-
sage on this one issue,’ and
not looking at the body of
work. I worry about our
branch of  government
becoming political, and
judges saying, ‘Which way
are the political winds
going on a case?’ to make a
decision.”

No supreme court justice
has lost a retention vote
since the process was insti-
tuted in 1970, according to
the Indiana Lawyer.

A new survey released
by the Indiana State Bar
Association shows about
84% of  its members sup-
port retaining the justices.

“Allowing retention elec-
tions to become a referen-
dum on one or two high-
profile cases threatens to
distort the judicial process
and compromise the
courts’ ability to function
independently,” the group
said in a written state-
ment.  “Our system of  judi-
cial selection for Indiana’s
appellate courts, though
not without imperfections,
is designed to minimize the
influence of  partisan poli-
tics and special interests.”

Indiana has used a merit
selection process to choose
and retain its appellate
judges for the past 50 years.
Once appointed, a judge
must stand for retention at
the first statewide general
election after the judge has
served for two full years. If
retained, the judge is on
the retention ballot every
10 years. The retention sys-
tem is designed to allow
appellate judges to decide
cases fairly and impartial-
ly, free from campaign
finance considerations,
and without influence by
partisan politics.

“There are cases that we
may not like where the law
takes us on a particular
case, but we take an oath
with regard to following
the law … and we take that
oath very seriously,” Rush
said. “I see what you see.
I’m aware of  it and I’m con-
cerned long-term.”

•Rush has been on the
Indiana Supreme Court
since 2012 after being
appointed by then-Gov.
Mitch Daniels. She was
retained by voters in 2014
and just began her third
term as chief  justice.
Before joining the high
court, Rush was a juvenile
court judge in Tippecanoe
County.

See Judicial page 2

Judicial
votes are
attracting
greater
attention

By SANDHYA RAMAN
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration on Monday pro-
posed making over-the-counter
contraception available at no cost
and with fewer administrative hur-
dles.

“Today, my Administration is
taking a major step to expand con-
traception coverage under the
Affordable Care Act. This new
action would help ensure that mil-
lions of  women with private health
insurance can access the no-cost

contraception they need,” Presi-
dent Joe Biden said in statement.

The proposed rule — issued
jointly by the departments
of  Health and Human Services,
Labor and Treasury — seeks to
require insurance plans to cover
OTC contraceptives at no cost and
without a prescription for individ-
uals with commercial insurance
plans. Health plans would also be
required to tell beneficiaries about
the policy and would expand their
required coverage of  preventive
services for prescribed contracep-
tives without cost sharing.

Under the 2010 health care law,
most private insurance plans must
cover birth control without cost
sharing. Currently patients can get
coverage without cost sharing for
over-the-counter contraceptives,
including oral contraceptives, sper-
micide and condoms with a pre-
scription, such as female condoms,
or through their provider in a
health facility, or for long-acting
services like an IUD, which is an
intrauterine birth control device.

If  finalized, the rule would
require plans to make all available
OTC contraceptive products avail-

able through in-network pharma-
cies. A senior administration offi-
cial said logistics would be clari-
fied in the final version of  the rule.

“This new proposed rule will
build on our Administration’s
work to protect reproductive free-
dom by providing millions of
women with more options for the
affordable contraception they need
and deserve,” Vice President
Kamala Harris said in a statement.
“That includes coverage for no-cost
over-the-counter contraception
without a prescription for the first
time in our nation’s history.”

Rule would expand birth control access

By DAN WILLIAMS
and DANA KHRAICHE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

U.S. officials traveled to
the Middle East in a last-
ditch effort to secure a
cease-fire in Israel’s wars
with Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah and Hamas ahead of
the presidential election
early next month.

Secretary of
State Antony Blinken is set
to visit Israel and other
countries starting Monday
— his 11th trip to the
region since the Israel-
Hamas war started last
October — while U.S.
envoy Amos Hochstein
landed in Beirut. Their
mission will be to attempt
to negotiate at least a
pause in the multi-front
conflict, which has seen
fierce fighting between
Israel and the two militant
groups in
both Lebanon and Gaza.

“We are either going to
reach a solution or things
are going to escalate out of
control,” Hochstein told
reporters on Monday after

meeting Lebanon’s parlia-
mentary speaker, Nabih
Berri, a key interlocutor
between the West
and Hezbollah. Focus
needs to be done to proper-

ly implement United
Nations resolution 1701, he
said, referring to the peace
agreement put in place
after Israel’s last war
with Hezbollah in 2006.

Hochstein’s visit came
after Israel widened its
bombing campaign in
Lebanon over the week-
end, targeting financial
institutions it says help
fund Hezbollah’s military
operations. The move to
further degrade the mili-
tant group after weeks of
air assaults and ground
battles included at least 11
strikes on Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs on Sunday,
according to Lebanese
media.

Israel has relentlessly
targeted the area —
where Hezbollah has a
known presence — as well
as towns and villages just
over the border.

Hezbollah has been fir-
ing missiles into northern
Israel since the start of
the war in Gaza, and
stepped up its barrage fol-
lowing Israel’s escalation.

U.S. President Joe
Biden’s decision to send
Hochstein this week “is
signalling the urgency of
a lasting cease-fire in
Lebanon,” said Burcu
Ozcelik, senior research

fellow for Middle East
security at the Royal Unit-
ed Services Institute
in London. “Hezbollah
and its backers in Iran are
likely seeking a carefully
orchestrated next step:
how to deescalate to a
threshold where Hezbol-
lah will be able to salvage
its weapons stockpiles
and rank and file fight-
ers.”

An Israeli official told
Bloomberg that, after
more than a year of  war,
Israel is open to a package
deal that would calm the
front in southern
Lebanon, release hostages
held by Hamas in Gaza
and allow more aid into
the Palestinian territory.

Officials in the country
have said they want reso-
lution 1701 — which is
supposed to keep Hezbol-
lah away from the Israeli
border — stringently
implemented by Lebanese
authorities and for U.N.
peacekeepers to report
more reliably on viola-
tions by the militant
group.

U.S. pushing for Middle East ceasefire

Tribune News Service/AFP/Getty Images

People inspect the damage at the site of
an overnight Israeli airstrike that targetted a branch
of the Al-Qard Al-Hassan finance group in Beirut's
southern suburbs on Monday amid the ongoing war
between Israel and Hezbollah.
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Redkey
Police Department

is accepting applications

for full-time Deputy Marshal.

• Must have high school diploma or GED. 
• Would like experience.

Applications may be picked up
at the Redkey Town Hall. 

Applications must be turned in 
before October 25, 2024.

Today
Sneed, Roy: noon, Garden

View Funeral Home, 10501 N.
Indiana 3, Muncie.

Thursday
Hudson, Janice: 10 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Bechtol, Kimo: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Oct. 29
Pendleton, John: 2 p.m.,

Waters Funeral Home, 501 W.
Washington St., Hartford City.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Kimo Bechtol
Sept. 19, 1980-Oct. 13, 2024

Kimo K. Bechtol, age 44, of  Fort
Recovery, Ohio, passed away unex-
pectedly on Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024. 

He was born on Sept. 19, 1980, in
Coldwater, Ohio, to Danny and Mol-
lie (Kaikala) Bechtol of  Fort Recov-
ery.

In addition to his parents, Kimo is
survived by his wife of  17 years,
Lisa (Hein) Bechtol; his children,
Kolson and Leah; his
siblings, Tana Bech-
tol, Kelani Bechtol
and Mike Rammel,
Danny Bechtol, Coty
Bechtol, and Jade
(Jenni) Bechtol; his
mother-in-law and
stepfather-in-law,
Cheryl and Bill
Gaerke; his in-laws,
Tracy Evers-Westgerdes and Joe
Westgerdes, Christy (Phil) Homan,
and Rachel (Kyle) Koesters; and
numerous nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, great-nephews and cousins. 

Kimo was preceded in death by
his grandparents, Ralph and Betty
Bechtol, Ellen Cooper, and David
Kaikala; his father-in-law, David
Hein; his brother-in-law, Michael
Evers; and his great-nephews, Kay-
den Anguiano and Cashton West-
gerdes.  

Kimo was a 1999 graduate of  Fort
Recovery High School. Shortly after,
he earned his journeyman license
from the Associated Builders and
Contractors, Inc. Kimo worked for
Mercer County Electric for the past
16 years. He was a member of  the
Fort Recovery Sons of  the American
Legion and the Progressive Sports-
man Club.

Kimo had a passion for hunting
and treasured his trips down South.
A proud supporter of  the Michigan
Wolverines and Oakland Raiders,
he found joy in attending games and
sharing his love for sports with
those around him.

With a kind heart and a welcom-
ing spirit, Kimo never met a
stranger. His presence lit up any
room, and his genuine nature
touched the lives of  all who knew
him. He found joy in the cama-
raderie of  the legion, where he made
lasting memories and friendships.

Above all, Kimo’s greatest pride
and joy was his family. He adored
his wife, Lisa, and their children,
supporting them wholeheartedly in
all their endeavors. Whether cheer-
ing them on at sporting events or
creating unforgettable memories on
family vacations, his love knew no
bounds.

A funeral liturgy will be held at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, at
Mary Help of  Christian Catholic

Church, Fort Recovery, with Fr.
Alexander Witt officiating. Burial
will follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

Guests may visit with Kimo’s fam-
ily on Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, from 2 to
8 p.m. at Brockman Boeckman
Funeral Home, Fort Recovery.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the Fort Recovery Commu-
nity Foundation, P.O. Box 52, Fort
Recovery, OH 45846, for the Kimo
Bechtol Memorial Fund, which will
be used to support his children.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

Janice Hudson
Oct. 5, 1946-Oct. 17, 2024

Janice Hudson, age 78, a resident
of  Portland, passed away Thursday,
Oct. 17, 2024, at Albany Health and
Rehabilitation in
Albany, Indiana.

Janice was born
Oct. 5, 1946 in Albany,
Kentucky, the daugh-
ter of  Roy and Pearl
(Combest) Jones. She
graduated from
Chrysler High School
in New Castle, Indi-
ana, in 1964. Janice
worked for CTS in Geneva and was a
member of  Hope Well Church in
Portland. Janice married Jerry
Hudson on May 25, 1967.

Survivors include:
Her husband — Jerry Hudson,

Portland, Indiana
Daughter — Sheila Bichsel (hus-

band: Michael), Portland, Indiana
Two sons — David Hudson,

Albany, Indiana, and Scott Hudson,
Portland, Indiana

Sister — Josephine Farley (hus-
band: Bill), New Castle, Indiana

Two grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren

She was preceded in death by a
grandson Dustin Bichsel; and two
brothers, Eugene and Andrew
Jones.

Visitation will be held Wednesday
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Funeral services will
be held Thursday at 10 a.m. at the
funeral home. Burial will follow at 1
p.m. at Marion National Cemetery
in Marion, Indiana.

Memorials may be directed to the
Jay County Cancer Society. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

John Pendleton
Dec. 22, 1946-Oct. 18, 2024

John Donald Pendleton, 77, Hart-
ford City, passed away on Friday,
Oct. 18, 2024, at the Waters of  Hart-
ford City.

Born in Manchester, Tennessee,

on Dec. 22, 1946, he
was the only son of
four children born to
John Adam “Saw-
dust” and Larna Mae
(Duke) Pendleton. He
moved to Casey, Illi-
nois, as a young boy
with his family, then
to the Pennville and
Hartford City area.

Because of  his mother’s death at a
young age, John and his siblings
were each raised by aunts/uncles
on the Duke side of  the family.

John graduated from Pennville
High School, Class of  1965, and
began his career at the 3M Company
of  Hartford City, retiring in 2009. In
1990, he began his construction
company, to which he hauled stone,
backhoe work, trenching and demo-
litions.

John met his wife, Cheryl
(Williams) on Mother’s Day, 1986, at
the First Assembly of  God in Hart-
ford City and married her on Sept.
12, 1987. 

He was an avid dog lover, having
nine beagles, years ago; then chang-
ing to golden retrievers, adopting
and caring for Sammy and Buddy.
John also went to many rummage
and garage sales, usually bringing
back more shovels and rakes. His
favorite pastime was wood-burning
stoves and having the recliner very
close by — he had the routine of  cut-
ting and storing wood and had even
experienced the wood furnace in
addition to the stoves. Wood-smoke
aroma on John’s clothing was a
scent that those who knew him
could appreciate.

Most importantly and especially,
John was very focused on and
adored his grandchildren.

He leaves behind his wife of  37
years, Cheryl; two daughters, Sheila
(Michael) Hyer of  Hartford City and
Shana (John) Rogers of  Muncie; six
grandchildren, Kodee
(Nicholas)Freeman, Shawn Groves,
Danielle (Jason) Carpenter, Shad
Tucker, Jaci Rogers and Jeni
Rogers; eight great-grandchildren;
and two sisters, Darlene (Denny)
Thrush of  Wapakoneta, Ohio, and
Susan Fear of  Hartford City; as well
as many nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by a sister, Linda
Cahue; and his brother-in-law,
Charles “Bud” Fear. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 29, 2024, at Waters Funeral
Home, Hartford City, with the Rev.
Chris Neel officiating. Burial will
be in the Hartford City Cemetery
following services.

Visitation will also be on Tuesday
from noon until 2 p.m.  

Condolences may be sent to John’s
family at WatersFunerals.com.

Obituaries

Bechtol

Hudson

Pendleton

Continued from page 1
One of  her most high-profile opinions

backed Gov. Eric Holcomb in his dispute
with legislative leaders over special ses-
sion powers. It was a 5-0 decision, though
Rush authored the opinion.

•Massa was appointed to the Indiana
Supreme Court by Daniels in 2012, and
was retained in 2014. Massa was a local
journalist before becoming a press secre-
tary and speechwriter for then-Gov.
Robert Orr. After getting his law degree
he served as a deputy prosecutor and
assistant U.S. attorney. He worked for
Daniels’ administration in several roles.
One of  his most well-known opinions
upheld a law limiting who can run under
the banners of  a Republican or Democrat
in elections. The case involved egg
farmer John Rust’s bid for the U.S. Senate
as a Republican without having pulled
GOP ballots in the two most recent pri-
mary elections.

•Molter is the newest justice to the Indi-
ana Supreme Court, having been appoint-
ed by Gov. Eric Holcomb in 2022. He’s up
for his first retention vote. Molter previ-
ously had a short stint on the Court of
Appeals and before that worked in the pri-
vate sector handling appeals in the state
and federal courts. He authored the
recent opinion upholding the state’s near-

total abortion ban. The decision found
women have the right to an abortion to
save their lives or avoid serious health
risks, but that the General Assembly was
within its rights to set narrow regula-
tions. Massa and Rush concurred.

If  removed, the next governor would get
to appoint replacements. Much like the
president and the U.S. Supreme Court, the
governor’s political party can influence
how they make their judicial picks, such
as pushing them further right or left.

A social media campaign has latched
onto the abortion ruling in a quest to
remove the three members. A citizen
named Jeanne Tuka Schutz recently ran
an ad in the Warsaw Times Union urging
a “no” vote on the three justices.

“All three voted to strip away HOOSIER
WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO ABORTION AND
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE,” the
ad said. “Indiana Supreme Court Justices
seem to be in lock step with extreme right-
wing leaning decisions of  the U.S.
SUPREME COURT. Hoosiers can fire
these three when voting.”

The Indiana Lawyer recently reported
that a bipartisan political action commit-
tee of  prominent attorneys and former
state justices has formed to help keep the
three Republican-appointed justices on
the court.

Judicial ...

Today
3 p.m. — Jay County

Council special session,
law library, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council special meeting,
park cabin, 50 Mooney St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park

Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

Friday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Commis-
sion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
3:30 p.m. — Jay County

Solid Waste Management
District Board, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................3.61
Dec. corn .................3.90
Wheat ......................4.74

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................3.70
Dec. corn ..................3.90
Jan. corn .................4.08

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.65
Nov. corn ..................3.65
Beans........................9.30

Dec. beans ................9.65
Wheat ...................... 5.24

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.60
Nov. corn ..................3.62
Beans........................9.29
Nov. beans ................9.37
Wheat ......................5.14

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................3.50
Nov. corn ..................3.55
Beans........................9.14
Nov. beans ................9.24
Wheat ......................4.94

In 1811, Hungarian
composer Franz Liszt
was born Liszt Ferenc
in Dborjan, kingdom of
Hungary, Austrian
Empire (now Raiding,
Austria). 

In 1836, Sam Hous-
ton was inaugurated as
the first president of
the Republic of  Texas.
He had helped lead the
defeat of  Mexico in the
Texas Revolution.
Texas would be admit-
ted into the United
States on Dec. 29, 1845.

In 1883, the Metro-
politan Opera House
opened on Broadway at
39th Street in New York
City.

In 1962, President
John F. Kennedy
informed Americans of
the Cuban missile cri-
sis when he declared a
naval blockade of  Cuba
to prevent additional
shipments of  missiles
to the island that sits 90
miles off  the Florida
coast.

In 1964, Jean-Paul
Sartre became the first
to decline a Nobel Prize
after he had been
announced as the win-
ner of  the Nobel Prize
for Literature. A french
philosopher, novelist
and playwright, he had
been honored “for his
work which, rich in
ideas and filled with
the spirit of  freedom
and the quest for truth,

has exerted a far-reach-
ing influence on our
age.”

In 1972, Jay County
native and Chesterfield
resident Harold R.
Evans and his wife San-
dra L. Evans died when
their car collided with
another vehicle in
southern Jay County.

In 2008, India
launched its first lunar
space probe. Chan-
drayaan-1 later found
water in the moon’s
atmosphere.

In 2010, WikiLeaks,
a website that put out
classified and privi-
leged information,
released thousands of
U.S. documents that
were related to the
wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

In 2020, the Division
IV No. 4 Fort Recovery
High School volleyball
team cruised to a 25-15,
25-12, 25-13 victory over
the Lima Central
Catholic Thunderbirds
in the sectional cham-
pionship match. The
victory improved the
Indians to 19-3.

In 2021, Fort Recov-
ery High School juniors
Natalie Brunswick and
Trevor Heitkamp swept
the individual champi-
onships at the Division
III district cross coun-
try meet at Columbus
Grove.

—The CR

CR almanac

73/36 62/43 70/45 63/37 61/36
Sunny

skies on
Wednesday,
when winds
could reach
as high as 20
mph.

Mostly
sunny on Sun-
day, when the
high will be in
the low 60s.

Saturday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
and a low of
37 degrees.

Thursday
looks to be
sunny with a
high near 62
degrees. Cool
at night.

There’s a
chance of rain
Friday. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy and a
high near 70
degrees.

Wednesday
10/23

Thursday
10/24

Friday
10/25

Saturday
10/26

Sunday
10/27

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$456 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$205 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-6-8
Daily Four: 4-9-0-2
Quick Draw: 1-6-13-17-

20-28-31-33-38-49-51-55-61-
72-73-74-76-77-78-79

Evening
Daily Three: 2-3-7
Daily Four: 0-8-1-6
Quick Draw: 5-7-9-12-

13-15-16-24-25-33-42-45-50-
57-61-62-68-71-72-73

Cash 5: 23-24-25-33-35
Estimated jackpot:

$298,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-5-3
Pick 4: 9-6-5-8
Pick 5: 3-7-0-5-0
Evening
Pick 3: 4-4-3
Pick 4: 3-5-9-4
Pick 5: 0-7-7-2-9
Rolling Cash 5: 1-12-19-

24-26
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-

mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consulta-
tions with a lawyer are
available from 10 a.m. to
noon at Jay County Pub-
lic Library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland. Consulting
is available on topics
including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, ten-
ant-landlord issues,
bankruptcy, debt collec-
tion, estates and immi-
gration. Those interested
in participating should
sign up in advance at the
library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre,
200 N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,

will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. 
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

FOR ALL THE INFORMATION YOU 
NEED TO VOTE RESPONSIBLY.

IndianaVoters.comCHECK OUT

Community Calendar

LifeStream Services is host-
ing a pair of  events to celebrate
National Caregivers Month in
November.

Comedian Sky Sands will be
the speaker for this year’s
events, which also include lunch
and caregiver engagement activ-
ities. They are scheduled for 9:45
to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 13,
at the Leland Legacy, 900 S. A
St., Richmond, and Thursday,
Nov. 14, at Minnetrista Museum
& Gardens, 1200 N. Minnetrista
Parkway, Muncie.

Registration is free for care-
givers and care partners. The
deadline is Friday, Nov. 1.

For more information or to
register, visit
lifestreaminc.org/NCMevents
or contact Angie Jenkins at
ajenkins@lifestreaminc.org or
(765) 759-1121.

Homestead solutions
Learn how to manage pests in

the backyard at an upcoming
presentation.

The next session in the Home-
stead Solution Series at John
Jay Center for Learning in Port-
land, slated for 6 p.m. Thursday,

tackles how to deal with wildlife
invading your property.
Jonathan Ferris will share tips
for preventing nuisances and
what to do if  you encounter
them.

The event is a collaboration
between John Jay Center for
Learning and Purdue Extension
Office of Jay County. To reserve
a spot, call the extension office
at (260) 726-4707.

Library sale
Fort Recovery Public Library

is hosting a used book sale
through Oct. 26.

Free-will donations will be
accepted for items at the sale.
The library is open today from
10 a.m. until 7 p.m., Wednesday
from 10 a.m. until 5:30 p.m., Fri-
day from 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m.

Lifestream planning
caregiver celebration

Taking
Note

DEAR ABBY: I caught my
husband talking on the
phone to another woman. I
heard him say, “Get some
sleep, sweetheart,” and
“Thank you for being my
companion.” When I called
him on it, he claimed noth-
ing was happening and he
had used the wrong words. 

He admitted to whom he
was talking, and I called her.
She said she was just a
friend and had no feelings
for him that way. Afterward,
I still felt something was
going on. 

That was two years ago,
and I do not think the same
way about him. He knows
this, and continues to tell
me he loves me and that
nothing went on. Am I right
to feel this way? — DIDN’T
BUY IT IN WISCONSIN

DEAR DIDN’T BUY IT:
People have been known
to speak affectionately to
each other without an
affair going on. Both your
husband and the woman
denied it. However, with

the trust between you and
your husband broken
after what you heard, the
time to begin dealing with
it was two years ago. It is
still not too late for the
two of  you to have some
sessions with a licensed
marriage and family ther-
apist, and that’s what I
am urging you to do.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m hoping

that you can help me. My
sister and I are distanced
from each other. We haven’t
spoken since the passing of
our mother three years ago.
Today I learned that she has
been diagnosed with stage-3
cancer. Of  course, this has
hit me hard. I want to reach
out, but I’m not sure how to

go about it. She has blocked
me from her social media
and won’t accept my calls. I
need to let her know that I’m
here for her. Please advise
how to approach this. —
TRYING IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR TRYING: Whatev-
er caused the rift with
your sister, it is clearly
more serious than “dis-
tancing.” 

If  you put your
thoughts and feelings in a
letter to her, it will let her
know that you love her,
are concerned about her
diagnosis and ready to do
whatever she will allow
you to do to help. That’s
all you can do. After that,
the ball is in her court. I
hope it works.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Comments still linger
Dear
Abby
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Of  the $4.5 trillion
the U.S. spends on health care
every year, the largest propor-
tion — almost a third — goes to
hospitals. The cost of  hospital
services has consistently out-
paced the overall inflation rate
for at least two decades. If  Vice
President Kamala Harris and
former President Donald
Trump really want to reduce
health-care costs — as they both
say — addressing this trend
should be a priority.

Hospitals are heavily regulat-
ed, labyrinthine institutions that
straddle the public and private
sectors. In many cases, their
pricing is subject to forces
beyond their control. But absent
(another) major reform to
the U.S. health-insurance sys-
tem, more straightforward
changes can still help rein in
spending.

Consider hospitals’ biggest
expenditure — labor — which
accounts for 60% of  spending.
Workforce shortages are often

blamed for these costs. The gov-
ernment estimates shortages of
almost 140,000 physicians over
the next 15 years. Yet shortages
aren’t inevitable. In many cases,
they’re the result of  government
policies that can and should be
revised.

An obvious place to start
would be so-called scope-of-prac-
tice laws. Most health care work-
ers require a license, which is
granted by state authorities.
Officials establish education and
training standards, as well as
rules dictating what certain pro-
fessions can (and often cannot)
do. Proponents say such laws are
needed to protect patients, and
limiting complex cases to skilled
professionals makes some sense.
(No one wants nurses perform-

ing heart surgeries.) However,
needlessly strict laws limit
access to care and have been
shown to increase costs. One
study found that relaxing such
laws for nurse practitioners
could save Medicare more than
$40 billion annually.

During the pandemic, several
states temporarily relaxed their
scope-of-practice laws to allow
trained nurse practitioners and
physician assistants to perform
certain tasks, such as adminis-
tering diagnostic tests and vac-
cines, without direct supervision
from doctors. Once the crisis
subsided, though, many states
reverted to form, despite evi-
dence that such flexibilities
improved patient outcomes and
increased availability of  quality
care.

The U.S. has fewer physicians
per capita than most rich
nations and the highest doctor
salaries in the world. Yet law-
makers have consistently opted
to limit competition and pre-
serve the status quo. Foreign-
trained doctors, for example,

must overcome a wall of  state
and federal restrictions before
they can practice in
the U.S. Even those with decades
of  experience must pass a stan-
dardized exam, repeat their resi-
dency programs and apply for
state licensure — which can take
years and cost thousands of  dol-
lars. Aspiring doctors in
the U.S. are only slightly better
off. Federal subsidies for residen-
cy slots haven’t kept pace with
the number of  medical-school
graduates, thanks to a 1996 law
that caps Medicare funding for
such training programs.

Increasing the supply of  high-
ly qualified workers who can
perform needed tasks — whatev-
er their degree — is the most
straightforward way to lower
costs. But while some state legis-
latures are considering propos-
als to relax their scope-of-prac-
tice laws, many have struggled
to overcome medical associa-
tions’ (often self-interested)
resistance to “scope creep” —
when workers increase occupa-
tional overlap with higher-

skilled professionals. Such com-
plaints are generally off  the
mark: The point is to allow
nurse practitioners and physi-
cian assistants to perform to the
full extent of  their training, not
beyond.

Lawmakers need to strike a
better balance. Promisingly,
states including Florida, Ten-
nessee and Virginia have grant-
ed provisional licenses to quali-
fied foreign-trained doctors.
More should follow their
lead. U.S. regulators should also
grant residency waivers to grad-
uates of  high-quality overseas
medical programs. Congress,
meanwhile, should reform its
outdated system of  funding resi-
dencies, with a goal of  boosting
the number of  doctors in fields
or specialties facing shortages.

Fixing the American health
care system is a monumental
undertaking. That’s all the more
reason to make simple improve-
ments whenever possible.
Increasing the supply of  much-
needed workers is a good place to
start.

Economics can cut our health costs

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Housing prices may be the sin-

gle best indicator of  community
vibrancy, so it is good to pay close
attention to them. But that is not
as easy as it appears.

The most readily available
housing data — from Multi-List-
ing Services — only uses data on
homes listed through Realtors.
This MLS data reports a tiny frac-
tion of  housing stock, which is
skewed towards newer, larger
homes in more affluent commu-
nities.

Reliance on MLS data will typi-
cally overstate the value of
homes within a community. At
the same time, it will vastly
understate the supply of  avail-
able housing.

For example, in Muncie, the
MLS listings for homes in Sep-
tember counted a paltry 185 hous-
ing units for sale. However, the
U.S. Census Bureau reports more
than 4,500 vacant, habitable
homes in the city. So, MLS cap-
tures fewer than 1 in 20 homes in
Muncie.

This pattern plays out across
most of  Indiana, sparing only
newer, affluent communities.
Statewide, Indiana had more
than 290,000 habitable, vacant
homes in 2023. This is a sharp
contrast to claims to the legisla-
ture that Indiana has a deep hous-
ing shortage. In fact, Indiana’s
dominant housing problem is a
surplus of  homes that are unlike-
ly to ever again be occupied.

Using the wrong data has been,
and continues to be, costly to
Hoosier taxpayers. Relying upon
MLS data, the state has embarked

on subsidies for homes in smaller
cities. That has led to additional
growth in housing in places with
surplus supplies.

For example, in Muncie, state
and city taxpayers have subsi-
dized several hundred new hous-
ing units during a period of  pop-
ulation decline. The newly built,
subsidized homes attract renters
or buyers, but result in higher
vacancy rates across the city. This
further depresses prices for the
existing housing stock and delays
the date when Muncie will expe-
rience an actual housing recov-
ery.

To put the problem in context,
the inflation-adjusted value of
the average home in Muncie is a
whopping 54% lower than it was
in 1980. The cause of  this problem
is simple. Through six decades of
population decline, homebuild-
ing continued — often with tax-
payer support. Today, the city has
far too many homes and far too
few people.

Muncie finds itself  in the same
boat Detroit and Youngstown,
Ohio, did when they commenced
an ambitious downsizing of  their
housing stocks. But, instead of
rebalancing the housing stock,
Muncie and local institutions are
building even more.

Economists have been warn-
ing about this problem in Rust
Belt cities for decades. Gover-
nors, legislators and mayors have
been ignoring them for decades.
But the problem has become so
widespread that it is difficult to
imagine a policy fix that will take
less than several decades to
implement. Unless, of  course, we
had an extra $1.5 billion sitting
around to reduce excess housing
stock.

Muncie isn’t even the worst
place in Indiana. There are a
whopping 13 counties where
inflation-adjusted home prices
are lower than they were in 1980.
Half  are in eastern-central Indi-
ana. The problem in all of  these
counties is the same. Housing
stock is durable, so, as people
leave, excess inventory accrues,
depressing the prices for all
homes.

Today in Muncie, and in much
of  Indiana, if  you want to build a
home that’ll sell for $150,000, con-
struction will cost $175,000 to
$200,000 or so. Naturally, builders
will be hesitant to construct new
homes in those communities.
After all, home construction is a
business, not a charity.

This lack of  profit for new
home construction has prompted
builders and Realtors to push the
state legislature for housing sub-
sidies. The result has been over-
building and a continued down-
ward spiral of  housing in many
cities. It is discouraging to watch.

However, there is another rea-
son to carefully watch home
prices. They capture everything
that is good, or bad, within a com-

munity. The best way to imagine
this is to visualize two identical
homes. If  you put one down in a
quiet, safe street with good
schools, it would sell at a much
higher price than one located in a
high-crime district near an air-
port and served by poor schools.

Economists don’t have identi-
cal homes to move around neigh-
borhoods, but we can create sta-
tistically identical homes by con-
trolling for size, construction
materials, year built, size of  lot
and number and type of  rooms.
With these models, which typi-
cally rely upon MLS listings
because of  their rich description
of  home characteristics, we can
value different types of  ameni-
ties.

Over the past few decades,
economists have been able to
place a dollar value on aspects of
a community for which there is
no price tag. We can tell you the
effect of  local crime rates on a
home’s value. We can also meas-
ure the benefit of  cooler sum-
mers or warmer winters, the
value of  a mountain or lake view,
the impact of  an EPA superfund
site, the cost of  airport or road
noise, air particulate pollution,
and the value of  good schools,
walkable neighborhoods and
nice grocery stores.

Importantly, these valuations
of  amenities tie back to the hous-
ing surplus problem. Over the
past 40 or so years, the quality of
local amenities — something
economists call quality of  life —
explains most population
change.

Places that have lost popula-

tion were places people chose not
to live. Either new folks didn’t
move there, or, when the jobs left,
people chose not to stay.

I know most readers will think,
“but when jobs left, people had to
leave.” Well, that isn’t true. The
biggest job market shocks of  the
past half-century happened when
military bases closed. Amenity-
rich locations, like Charleston,
South Carolina, and Austin,
Texas, actually thrived because
people chose to stay and build
lives there.

There are 68 counties in Indi-
ana with below-national-average
quality-of-life measures, includ-
ing every one of  the 13 counties
where home prices are lower
today than in 1980. In the top 13
counties, average home prices
are 400% higher today than in
1980 after controlling for infla-
tion.

A final key indicator is that, in
those high-priced places, home
prices are rising faster than
wages. The reason is simple. Peo-
ple are willing to pay a premium
to move there, not because of
housing, but because of  schools
and other local amenities.

That should be a lesson to
everyone who thinks subsidizing
the housing supply will affect its
demand.

•••••••••• 
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Changes in home prices tell us a lot
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

A former Graphic Print-
ing Company employee has
been promoted to a new
role.

Samm Quinn, who start-
ed her career with The
Commercial Review, has
been named managing edi-
tor of  Indianapolis Busi-
ness Journal.

Quinn served as The
CR’s city reporter in 2013
and 2014 before departing
to take a role at The Daily
Reporter (Greenfield).

As managing editor of
the Indianapolis Business
Journal, Quinn’s duties
will include editing stories
for the print edition and
working with reporters on
investigative stories and
enterprise packages. She
takes over the role from
Greg Weaver, who is now
editor of  the Indiana
Lawyer.

A Franklin College grad-
uate, she spent four years
at The Daily Reporter
before moving to the Indi-
anapolis Business Journal.
In 2021, she was named
assistant print editor,
which put her in charge of
coordinating print features
and special publications,
including Women of  Influ-
ence, Forefront and Indi-
ana 100.

While at The Commer-
cial Review, Quinn earned
a third-place award from
Hoosier State Press Associ-
ation for best news cover-
age with no deadline pres-
sure. She also contributed
to the paper’s first win for
general excellence in its
history in 2014.

Training scheduled
ServSafe training is held

at John Jay Center for
Learning in Portland.

The next session is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 29. 

Another session is set for
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
Nov. 26.

The certification course
is open to all food service
employees and emphasizes
safe food- and beverage-
handling practices to mini-
mize the risk of  food-borne
illnesses.

For more information, or
to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Job fairs set
The U.S. Postal Service is

hosting job fairs this week.
Job fairs are set for 10

a.m. to 2 p.m Thursday, Oct.
24, for the following offices
that are hiring rural carri-
ers:

•Winchester — 130 N.
Meridian St.

•Hagerstown — 10 W.
Main St.

•Richmond — 400 N. A.
St.

•Berne — 215 W. Main St.
The job fairs are

designed to provide infor-
mation and answer ques-
tions about open positions.
Applications are accepted
online only at
usps.com/careers.

Drives continue
First Financial Bank will

host a food drive from Oct. 7
through 25.

Bank branches will
accept canned and non-per-
ishable boxed food dona-
tions in bins at:

•Portland — 112 N. Merid-
ian St.

•Hartford City — 101 W.
Washington St.

The items donated will be
distributed to local organi-
zations.

Last year, First Financial
Bank associates and volun-
teers donated over 6,600
food items throughout its
four states of  Ohio, Indi-
ana, Kentucky and Illinois.

Grants available
Indiana Grown

announced last week that
$25,000 in grant funding is
available for members
interested in exhibiting at
trade shows.

Grants are available for
$5,000, $3,000 and $1,000 and
can be used to reimburse
the costs of  booth space
rental, booth design, build-
ing, shipping and installa-
tion and other trade show
expenses. To be eligible,
Indiana Grown members
must have a commercially
ready product with existing
sales and be a small busi-
ness as defined by the U.S.
Small Business Adminis-
tration.

“These tradeshow grants
are vital for small and large
Indiana Grown businesses
to compete on a national, or
even global level,” said
Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch in a press release.
“Indiana Grown members
and their exceptional prod-
ucts are able to enter new
markets thanks to some of

the costs saved by these
tradeshow grants.”

For more information,
visit indianagrown.org.

Promoting access
Dollar General

announced last week that it
is partnering with Bayer to
improve access to fresh pro-
duce for kindergarten
through 12th-grade stu-
dents and their families.

Through the partnership
children and families will
be offered coupons for fresh
produce, vitamins and
over-the-counter medica-
tions at Dollar General.

"At Dollar General, we're
committed to breaking
down barriers to affordable
food access, particularly in
communities overlooked or
underserved by others,"
said Dollar General
vice/president Allen
Warch in a press release.
"Our partnership with
Bayer and the IFPA isn't
just a collaboration, it's a
shared passion to extend
our reach beyond the store
aisles and into the class-
rooms, ensuring every
child has access to nutri-
tious produce and vital
vitamin supplements
beyond the school walls. We
believe nurturing the next
generation's health is the
most genuine service we
can offer."

MOU signed
Ports of  Indiana and the

Indiana State Department
of  Agriculture signed a
memorandum of  under-
standing recently in an
effort to increase collabora-
tion, expand agricultural

trade and create new con-
tainer shipping opportuni-
ties for Indiana.

The memorandum lays
out details for working
together to encourage and
support the expansion of
agricultural exports at the
state’s ports, investigate
opportunities to develop
new shipping container
facilities to serve the agri-
culture and hardwood
industries and connect
agricultural stakeholders
with Indiana’s ports to
explore new shipping
opportunities.

“ISDA has helped posi-
tion Indiana agriculture as
a global leader in innova-
tion and commercialization
for food and fuel produc-
tion, and our ports play a
critical role in connecting
our ag industry with world
markets,” said Jody Pea-
cock, CEO for the Ports of
Indiana, in a press release.
“Our organizations and our
industries are inextricably
linked, and we have several
shared objectives and
opportunities for collabora-
tion that can create future
growth for our state and
our agricultural communi-
ties.”

Leader appointed
CVS Health on Friday

announced the appoint-
ment of  David Joyner as its
president and CEO.

Joyner was previously
an executive vice president
for CVS Health. He has 37
years of  experience in the
health care and pharmacy
industry, having started his
career at Aetna.

He takes over for Karen
Lynch, who recently

stepped down from the
role of  president and CEO.

“The Board believes this
is the right time to make a
change, and we are confi-
dent that David is the
right person to lead our
company for the benefit of
all stakeholders, including
customers, employees,
patients, and sharehold-
ers,” said CVS Health
board chair Roger Farah
in a press release. “To
build on our position of
strength, we believe David
and his deep understand-
ing of  our integrated busi-
ness can help us more
directly address the chal-
lenges our industry faces,
more rapidly advance the
operational improvements
our company requires,
and fully realize the value
we can uniquely create.”

Session set
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce will host a
forklift training session
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024.

Trainer Bobbi K. Sam-
ples, owner of  The Safety
Firm, will lead the ses-
sion. The Safety Firm is
an OSHA safety and
health training company
dedicated to providing
training designed to help
companies obtain, main-
tain and exceed OSHA
compliance standards.

For more information,
visit
indianachamber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Quinn named managing editor of IBJ
Business
roundup

By CAROLINE PETROW-COHEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Tesla’s controversial “Full
Self-Driving” mode is being
investigated by U.S. authorities
following a series of  crashes,
including one accident that
killed a pedestrian.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration opened
its latest probe into the leading
maker of  electric vehicles after
receiving reports of  four colli-
sions that occurred while drivers
were allowing their cars to pilot
themselves in low-visibility con-
ditions including fog, airborne
dust and sun glare. The investi-
gation, which was announced
Thursday, involves the
autonomous driving technology
installed in more than 2.4 million
vehicles.

Depending on the outcome, the
investigation could be a precur-
sor to the NHTSA issuing a
recall of  the vehicles if  they find
they pose an unreasonable risk
to safety.

The probe comes a week after
Tesla Chief  Executive Elon
Musk unveiled prototypes of  the

Cybercab, a taxi that Musk
claims will be fully autonomous,
with no gas pedals or steering
wheel.

While Tesla has banked its
future largely on the success of
the Cybercab, the company’s fail-
ure so far to develop technology
needed for a fully self-driving
vehicle has left many skeptical
about its ability to compete in
the burgeoning field of  robot-
axis. Already, it has fallen behind
another company, Waymo, which
has launched a fleet of  driverless
vehicles in San Francisco and
Los Angeles.

Tesla did not respond to
requests for comment regarding
the NHTSA investigation.

Musk has come under criti-
cism for his promises and claims
about the capabilities of  “Full
Self-Driving,” which the compa-
ny has been selling to customers
for several thousands of  dollars
since 2020. Despite his saying
that it will soon be complete, the
tech is still not capable of  operat-
ing without an alert driver at the
wheel who is ready to intervene
if  necessary.

In May, a Tesla in FSD mode
nearly hit a moving train after
failing to detect the locomo-
tive. The driver hit the brakes
and accepted responsibility for
the accident, but told NBC News

he believes FSD is a defective
product.

“Tesla has said that a human
driver needs to be more attentive,
not less attentive, when using this
feature,” said Bryant Walker

Smith, an associate professor of
law at the University of  South
Carolina who specializes in
emerging transportation technol-
ogy. “Yet it is the very system that
the Tesla CEO has for many years
indicated would be imminently
capable of  automated driving.”

Tesla has twice recalled “Full
Self-Driving” under pressure
from NHTSA, which in July
sought information from law
enforcement and the company
after a Tesla using the system
struck and killed a motorcyclist
near Seattle.

The recalls were issued
because the system was pro-
grammed to run stop signs at
slow speeds and because the sys-
tem disobeyed other traffic laws.
Both problems were to be fixed
with online software updates.

Critics have said that Tesla’s
system, which uses only cameras
to spot hazards, doesn’t have
proper sensors to be fully self-dri-
ving. Nearly all other companies
use radar and laser sensors in
addition to cameras to see better
in the dark or in poor visibility
conditions.

U.S. investigating Tesla’s technology

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Brandon Bell

Pictured is a Tesla dealership on Dec. 13, 2023, in
Austin, Texas. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration has opened and investigation into Tesla after
receiving reports of four collisions that occurred while drivers
were allowing their cars to pilot themselves in low-visibility
conditions including fog, airborne dust and sun glare.



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
October 26th, 2024

9:30 A. M.
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS-COINS-JEWEL-
RY-HOUSEHOLD-

TOOLS
Dining room table with
extra board and 4
chairs;  cedar chest;

freezer; stove; GOLD &
SILVER JEWELRY; 14K
men’s ring with dia-

mond; 18k ladies ring,
several 10K pins; beer
steins; McCoy; Fiesta;
Fire King: CURRENCY
& COINS; (26) $1 silver
certificates, 1934A $5

Silver Certificate; Mercu-
ry Dimes, Buffalo Nick-
els; and others; crocks;
Gene Stratton Porter
books; Boyd’s Bears;
Matchbox Cars; old

Toys; Toro 5200 snow-
blower; Ryobi pressure
washer and other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
This is only a partial list-
ing.  Please note that we
will be running 2 rings.

JON & DONNA
OVERMYER, Deceased

& JOHN’S FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069  
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out The CR 
Classifiedswww.thecr.comLeave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 
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PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY, OCTOBER

24TH, 2024 
TIME 5:00 P. M. 

LOCATED: Westlawn
Business Center, 234 W
Pearl St., Dunkirk, IN

LAND
170 Acres located in

Richland and Jefferson
Townships, Jay County,
IN.  To be offered in 5

tracts or in any combina-
tion thereof.

Tract 1:  36.6 Acres with
32.5 tillable located in
Section 1, Richland
Township, Jay County

Indiana, with frontage on
County Roads 400 S and

800 W.
Tract 2:  44 Acres all till-
able in Section 6, Jeffer-

son Township,  Jay
County Indiana with
frontage on County
Roads 400 S, 800 W,

350 S.
Tract 3:  36 Acres wood-
ed in  Section 6,  Jeffer-
son Township, Jay Coun-
ty Indiana with frontage
on County Roads 400 S,

and 350 S.
Tract 4:  20.5 Acres  all
tillable in Section 6,  Jef-
ferson Township, Jay
County Indiana with

frontage on County Road
350 S.

Tract 5:  28.5  Acres

wooded in Section 6,
Jefferson Township, Jay
County Indiana with

frontage on County Road
400 S.

OWNER: MYRNA COOK
ESTATE.

LeeAnn Hedges Combs,
Trust Officer.

NOTE: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for

more photos. SHAWVER
AUCTIONEERING AND

REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587 
www.auctionzip.com  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE
is seeking a Human
Resources (HR) Associ-
ate to join our team! You
will perform activities in
human resources from

recruiting new hires to
retaining existing hires.
Responsibilities: Screen,
recruit, and interview
potential employees, On-
board and train new
employees, Implement
company culture, values
and policies, Provide
management with
requested reports and
documents, Run Payroll
thru ADP, Accurately
maintain employee files,
Renew Insurance. Quali-
fications: Knowledge of
labor and employment
laws, Ability to build rap-
port with all employees,
Strong organizational
skills, Excellent written
and verbal communica-
tion skills, Other duties
will be discussed during
the interview. Please con-
tact us at 260-766-4331
or customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com. Salary up
to $55,000 annually
based on experience.  
KINDER HAUS DAY-
CARE at Swiss Village is
now seeking a Full-Time
Team Teacher to work
32+ hours/week! Varied
hours from 6am-5pm M-
F. Responsibilities
include providing high
quality childcare services
and assisting the Lead
Teacher with supervision

of the classroom. Must
have high school diplo-
ma or GED and be at
least 21 years of age.
Strong desire to work
with children required.
Educational background
in early childhood is pre-
ferred. Apply online at
www.swissvillage.org or
send Resume to Kayla
Reilly, HR Specialist,
Swiss VIllage. 1350 W.
Main St. Berne, IN
46711. or email:
careers@swissvillage.or
g  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PUMPKINS UNTIL OCT.
31 For Sale. Daily 1pm-
7pm Menchhofer Farms;
5679 Wabash Rd., Cold-
water, OH. 419-942-
1502  
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

READ THE CR

THEN

RECYCLE

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
In the Matter of the

Unsupervised 
Administration of the

Estate of:
Susan Kae Quinn, Deceased
N THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT

2024 TERM
No. 38CO1-2410-EU-000028

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Jessica Quinn and Rick Stew-
art were on the 17th day of Oc-
tober, 2024, appointed
Co-Personal Representatives
of the estate of Susan Kae
Quinn who died on October 9,
2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 17th day of October, 2024.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland., IN 47371

Attorney
CR 10-22,29-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
Cause No. 

38C01-2410-EU-000026
Unsupervised 

Administration of the 
Estate of:

LINDA D. ARNOLD, 
Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Michael Slusser was, on the 9th
day of October, 2024, appointed
Personal Representative of the
estate of Linda D. Arnold de-
ceased, who died on September
20, 2024
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
10th day of October, 2024.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR                      

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 10-15,22-2024- HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Wednesday
Fort Recovery — Volleyball dis-

trict semifinal at Arcanum – 5
p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Football sectional

opener at Bellmont – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football at

Minster – 7 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capitals
at Philadelphia Flyers (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks
at Boston Celtics (TNT)

7:38 p.m. — MLB ALCS: Cleveland
Guardians at New York Yankees (TBS)

8 p.m. — NHL: Winnipeg Jets at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Ava-
lanche at Seattle Kraken (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA: Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

11 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at
Vegas Golden Knights (ESPN)

Wednesday
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at

Detroit Pistons (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — College volleyball: Ohio

State at Purdue (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Milwaukee Bucks

at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Philadelphia Flyers

at Washington Capitals (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Middle

Tennessee at Jacksonville State (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Iowa

State at Kansas (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at Los

Angeles Clippers (ESPN)

Local notes
Final race

The final race in the Adams County
5K Challenge is the Rainbow Lake 5K

Run/Walk, will take place on Nov. 26.
Preregistration can be done at

adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Turkey Trot sign-up open
Cooper Farms will be hosting its

17th annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov.
2 at the Cooper Farms Turkey
Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All
proceeds benefit EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There
will be splits at each mile of the 3.1-

mile course. There will also be chip
timing for participants operated by
Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout
the race, as well as a to-go turkey meal
at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search
for “Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on
speedy-feet.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Jay County’s boys finished in

eighth place — they were 18
points behind final regional
qualifier Norwell — but
advanced Caleb Garringer,
Dash Thacker and Joseph
Boggs to the next level. (The
top five teams and top 15 run-
ners on non-advancing teams
earn a spot in the regional
meet.) Bluffton won the sec-
tional title with 66 points ahead
of  Wapahani (80), Bellmont
(129) and South Adams (146).

“I was hoping to get the boys
through too,” said Wood.
“They had a shot. We did have
some illness hit us at the
beginning of  the week. … I’m
sure that impacted that race a
little bit.”

The JCHS girls team and the
trio of  boys will compete in the
regional meet at 10:30 a.m. Sat-

urday hosted by New Haven at
Huntington University.

In the sectional race, Jay
County’s group of  top runners
was stacked between the No. 15
and 25 spots at the mile mark
with Abby Fifer leading the
group. When they reached 2
miles, Fifer, Jessie Homan and
May were separated by just a
few strides in 11th, 12th and
13th, respectively.

By the home stretch, May had
not only pulled ahead of  and
away from her teammates but
had also overtaken South
Adams No. 1 runner Adalynn
Watson. She stayed strong
down the stretch, clinching
10th place by nine seconds over
Watson in a career-best time of
20 minutes, 42.6 seconds.

May, whose time was more
than a minute faster than in the
ACAC meet a week earlier, said

she felt good sprinting at the
end of  the race.

“I never sprint,” said May,
who was the No. 4 or 5 runner
for the Patriots in each of  their
first six races this season.
“Sometimes it’s just hard, like
you don’t have enough mental to
do it. But today, I was like, ‘This
might be the last race of  the sea-
son,’ so I’ve got to do good.”

Homan and Fifer finished
back-to-back in 13th and 14th
with nearly identical times of
20:59.4 and 21 minutes flat,
respectively. Sibray crossed in
21:07.3 for 16th place and anoth-
er freshman, Brooklyn Byrum,
completed the team score with
her time of  22:04.5 for 29th.

“All the runners did what we
asked them to do, so it’s hard to
really point at any individual …
and say they did great because
they all did,” said Wood. “That’s

what makes a great sectional
team.”

While the top Patriot girls
started a bit further back and
moved their way forward, Jay
County’s leading boys estab-
lished their positions quickly.
Garringer and Thacker were in
fifth and sixth places at the mile
mark, trailing only a pair of
runners from Bluffton, Wapa-
hani’s Caleb Aber and Norwell’s
Gavin Threewits. They contin-
ued to hold those spots at the 2-
mile mark.

While Adams Central’s
Trevor Schwartz made a mas-
sive move in the final mile to
claim the individual champi-
onship, Garringer and Thacker
otherwise held strong. The for-
mer led the Patriot boys in sixth
place in 16:39.6 with the latter
just over six seconds behind
him in seventh.

“The first mile, I was with
Dash — Dash and me were run-
ning together,” said Garringer.
“It’s nice to have someone to
pace me, help me get up there,
push me.”

Boggs picked up the 15th and
final individual regional-quali-
fying spot, edging Delta’s Noah
Parrott at the finish line for
34th place. (They recorded iden-
tical times of  18:09.3.)

Rounding out the team score
for the Patriot boys were Max
Klopfenstein in 60th at 19:19
and Dougie Cox in 62nd at
19:21.2.

Also running for JCHS but
not factoring into the team
totals were Paityn Wendel (45th
– 23:09) and Lizzy Brunswick
(61st – 24:38) for the girls and
Beckett Brandenburg (72nd –
20:07) and Cooper Glentzer (81st
– 20:54) for the boys.

Continued from page 8
Other scores for the

girls came from Makenna
Huelskamp (40th -
21:45.80), Anna Roessner
(44th - 21:58.04) and Mad-
die Heitkamp (55th -
22:27.87).

Following Diller for the
boys was Evan Evers with

a 19:37.14 to claim 104th.
Other scores for the

boys came from Russell
Hart (19:58.68 - 116th),
Evan Diller (20:28.55 -
126th) and Henry Jutte
(21:05.61 - 138th).

Tribe breezes
ARCANUM, Ohio —

The third-seeded Fort
Recovery volleyball team
rolled to a 25-8, 25-13, 25-10
victory over No. 7 seed
Twin Valley South in the
OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 2 sectional
championship on Satur-
day.

With the victory, the

Indians (11-13) move on to
play host top-seed
Arcanum in the district
opener at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday. (During the
regular season, Arcanum
beat Fort Recovery in five
sets.)

Kayla Heitkamp con-
trolled the offense, dishing

out 32 assists in the victo-
ry. She also added three
kills, two aces and a block
to help the offensive effort.

Cameron Muhlenkamp
led the Tribe in kills with
11. Karlie Niekamp fol-
lowed closely behind with
10.

The Indians dominated

the Panthers at the net, as
four players recorded two
or more blocks. Brynn
Willmann had the most at
five rejections, while
Kennedy Muhlenkamp
added three and Cameron
Muhlenkamp and
Niekamp each contributed
two.

Roundup ... 

Continued from page 8
The Trojans beat Delta

25-22, 25-19, 25-13 in the
second semifinal match
of  the morning to make
the final. With the victory
over Jay County (15-13),
New Castle (24-9) moves
on to play Heritage in the
regional match at 4 p.m.
on Oct. 26 at Norwell.

The Patriots took down
Connersville 23-25, 25-19,
25-21, 25-15 earlier in the
day to make it back to the
sectional final for the
first time after missing
out in 2023. While JCHS
has made its second sec-
tional championship
appearance, it didn’t
manage to end the 22-year
title drought.

It did however, improve
upon its regular season
matchups with the Tro-
jans. Jay County first saw
New Castle on Sept. 14 in
a 25-12, 25-15 tournament
loss before falling 25-19,
25-15, 25-21 at home on
Oct. 10.

“I’m super proud of

them,” said JCHS coach
Amy Dillon. “We played
them at Noblesville and it
was not good at all. When
they came to our place,
we inched a little closer
and I thought we were
even closer this time. I
mean, I’m proud of  them
for taking a set.”

In the first three sets,
the first team to score
developed a lead that was
never relinquished.

Marley Fraszier got a
kill in the opening set
before the Trojans rolled
to a 4-0 lead. The second
set started with a hitting
error by Hallie Schwi-
eterman into the net, giv-
ing New Castle the first
of  three consecutive
points. Schwieterman
came back in the third set
to secure a kill off  the
tape before adding a sec-
ond one for a 2-0 advan-
tage.

Finally in the fourth
set, Kunkler got a kill off
of  a New Castle blocker,
indicating Jay County

might swipe a second set
and force a fifth. But
instead of  developing a
lead, the match saw its
first non 0-0 tie as NCHS
freshman Turner notched
a kill of  her own.

The Patriots reclaimed
the lead with a kill by
Elizabeth Barnett, a
block from Paisley Fugi-
ett and Maria Hemmel-
garn and a shot by
Cadence Arnacost that
the officials ruled a hit-
ting error without a
touch. The Trojans
answered with their own
run including an Arna-
cost kill, a Hemmelgarn
error and an ace by Emily
Grow for a second tie.

JCHS regained the lead
when Paisley Fugiett sent
a ball down at the net, but
Arnacost once again tied
the set up before an error
by Kayla Jetmore gave
New Castle its first lead.
The Trojans never relin-
quished their lead to win
their second consecutive
sectional title.

“I think the girls were
just too forward think-
ing,” said NCHS coach
Victoria Pierson about
dropping the third set
before returning to form
in the fourth. “I think
they were thinking about
the trophy and the police
escort and not necessari-
ly finishing the game.
That’s just proof  when
you let off  the gas too
early then anything can
happen.”

The Patriots struggled
with their serve receive
in the match, allowing 16
aces to fall in, including
the one by Emily Grow to
end the match. Four Tro-
jans had three aces (Cam-
ryn Johnson, Arnacost,
Elysah Williams and
Grow), while Emma Har-
ris led with four aces.
Lauren Wilson was the
only Trojan server to not
record an ace, but she
made up for it with 22
kills.

“They were really good
servers,” said Brenna Bai-

ley, a senior libero for Jay
County. “There were a lot
of  float serves where it’s
going one way and then it
kind of  turns in the air
and you don’t know where
it’s going to go.”

Supporting Wilson’s
offensive effort, Turner
added 10 kills for NCHS.
Hemmelgarn and Schwi-
eterman led Jay County
with nine kills each. The
pair combined for four
kills and two blocks in
the third set.

The Patriots got better
as the match went on
against Connersville in
the semifinal. The first
three sets were highly
competitive. The first set
had 12 ties and five lead
changes before Con-
nersville pulled it out 25-
23.

Jay County got a late
push in the second set
and a run of  six straight
in the middle of  the third
to secure a 2-1 advantage.

The Patriots dominated
play through the fourth,

while Connersville strug-
gled with errors.

Hemmelgarn again led
Jay County with 10 kills,
while Schwieterman and
Kunkler provided nine
each and Brenna
Schmiesing added eight.
Freshman Kendyl Bot-
tomley led Connersville
with 14 kills.

The Patriots will only
lose two players from their
roster, including Bailey.
The rest of  Dillon’s team
is looking forward to next
year to try and reverse
Saturday’s result.

“They were already
saying, ‘Next year we’ve
got this. We’re so close,’”
Dillon said. “We do not
play an easy schedule. We
have very few teams that
hand us a win and I think
this year has really
brought about the knowl-
edge piece. We’ve got the
athletic piece, so I’m hop-
ing we can take that
knowledge piece and ath-
letic piece next year and
put it together.”

Progress ...

May ...



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

NEW CASTLE — In the
first three sets, the first
point decided the winner.

Once one of  the teams
scored that first point,
their lead never got stolen
away. The opponent could-
n’t even manage to tie.

The fourth set was dif-
ferent.

While Mya Kunkler
secured the first kill for
the Patriots, Akiyah Turn-
er provided an answer for
the Trojans for the first tie
of  the match at 1-1.

The Trojans went on to
tie the Patriots two more
times before taking con-
trol of  the set, taking
advantage of  the only
break in the pattern.

Despite Kunkler open-
ing the fourth set with a
kill, the host New Castle
Trojans took down the Jay
County High School vol-
leyball team 25-19, 25-16,
20-25, 25-13 in the IHSAA
Class 3A Sectional 24
championship to claim its
second consecutive title
on Saturday.

See Progress page 7

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

UPLAND — The freshmen had
already transformed the Patriots.

A team that had struggled to
put enough runners on the
course to score over the previous
three seasons transformed into a
weekly contender and a confer-
ence champion.

For most of  the season, Ava
May was the No. 4 or 5 runner for
the squad. Twice in the final
three meets, including the Allen
County Athletic Conference
Championships, she jumped up
to the No. 2 spot.

In the biggest meet of  the sea-
son, she took over.

May broke away from team-
mates Abby Fifer and Jessie
Homan in the final mile Saturday,
finishing 10th overall with her fel-
low freshmen not far behind to
lead the Jay County High School
girls to a runner-up finish in the
IHSAA cross country Sectional 9
race hosted by Delta at Taylor
University.

“Honestly, I was so happy,” said
Alexis Sibray, one of  the veterans
on the squad as a junior. “It’s
amazing.”

“It’s pretty cool because we did-
n’t know they would be this good
and we didn’t know we would be
pulling off  all these wins we have
been,” she added. (In addition to
earning the ACAC title, the Patri-
ots were also first at the Winches-
ter Invitational and the Randolph
Southern Invitational.) “And so
watching us grow and compete to
the place we have been is pretty
awesome.”

The Patriot girls trailed cham-
pion Norwell by just 13 points
while finishing 50 ahead of  third-
and fourth-place conference
rivals Bluffton and Adams Cen-
tral (both finished at 131 with
Bluffton winning the sixth-run-

ner tiebreaker). Wapahani scored
134 for the final regional-qualify-
ing spot.

Over the previous four years,
Jay County had never had more
than five runners in its sectional

lineup — a full squad is seven —
and didn’t have enough to total a
team score in 2022. The Patriots
finished seventh out of  nine
teams in 2021 and 12th out of  13 a
season ago.

“Awesome,” said JCHS coach
Bruce Wood. “It’s been a strug-
gle. … Four years ago, I went
out during lunchtime to
recruit just to see if  I could get
girls to join so I could put five

girls on the line and get a team
score.

“So here we are, we have five
of  the fastest runners in the sec-
tional really. It feels really good.”

See May page 7
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$899
lb

Peppercorn
Marinated
Flat Irons Steaks

l/

9

T-Bones

$5.39//lb

$639
lb

Hickory
Smoked
Bacon
$4.69/llbb

l/l/

$199
lb

Pork
Steaks

Cube Steak

Cheese
Hot
Dogs
$3.99/llbb

Ham
Salad
$4.69/llbb

Bone In
Pork Butts

Stuffed
Sausage

$319
lb

$289
/9W

l/

!af

$1199
lb

lb

(excellent for faajjitas too ))

Jalapeno & Cheese
Loaf

$5.49/llbb

Less than Whhole $2.49//llb

l
g

pe
e

Bulk
Sausag

b
e
$$269

lb
salt and pepppper bleend

Rump
Roasts

$539
lb

Pepperjack Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$2.99/lbAmerican Potato Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Sports
Tuesday, October 22, 2024

FRHS volleyball won the
sectional final Saturday,
see local roundup below

Tribe volleyball takes on
host Arcanum Wednesday,

see Sports on tap

May leads the way
Freshman surges to 10th as Jay earns runner-up sectional finish

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Ava May, a freshman at Jay County High School, makes a final dash towards the finish line during the sectional meet
at Taylor University to finish 10th, lead the Patriots to runners-up and the clinch the first regional team berth since 2020.

Patriots progress

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Hallie Schwieterman (1) and Mya Kunkler (11)
go up for a block during the IHSAA Class 3A Sectional 24 final at New Castle on
Saturday. Schwieterman provided a spark in the third set with two early kills.

Trojans take down Jay County in
four sets in sectional championship

CEDARVILLE, Ohio —
The Indians are no
strangers to postseason
success.

With four straight state
appearances, and four
returning athletes from
some of  those trips, they
knew what it would take
to keep their season
going.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls cross country
team claimed the final
regional berth after fin-
ishing seventh in the
OHSAA Division III
Southwest District meet

at Cedarville University,
while the boys fell to 17th.

In the new district, two
races are combined into
one, with the top seven
teams advancing. The
Indians sat comfortably in
seventh place with 178
points, beating Anna (262)

for the final regional spot.
The boys tallied 469
points, falling 274 short of
Legacy Christian for the
final spot. While the boys
won’t move on as a team,
Reese Diller’s 27th-place
finish in 17 minutes, 23.02
seconds earned him an
individual regional berth.

Joelle Kaup paced the
girls with a time of
20:45.97 to claim 19th. Ten
spots behind her, fresh-
man Riley Heitkamp
crossed the finish line in
21:01.15.

See Roundup page 7

Girls, Diller earn regional berths

FRHS
roundup


