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Edward Mast, 67, Guyton,
Georgia

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  70 Sunday. The low
was 39.

Expect rain tonight with a
low in the lower 50s and winds
gusting to 30 miles per hour.
The forecast calls for partly
cloudy skies Wednesday with
a high in the lower 60s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

United Way of  Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will partner for a free
food tailgate from 10 a.m. to
noon Wednesday at Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Income verifi-
cation is not required.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
Election Day, including the Jay
County Commissioner race.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Portland man died
early Monday in a motor-
cycle crash.

John A. Arnold, 54, was
pronounced dead at the
scene after his motorcy-
cle left Indiana 26 and
crashed in a field about
12:15 a.m. Monday.

Arnold was thrown
from his motorcycle, end-
ing up 17 feet away. He
suffered fatal head trau-
ma that likely killed him
on impact, said Jay Coun-
ty coroner Michael Brew-
ster. He was not wearing
a helmet.

Arnold was driving his
1992 Harley Davidson
FLSTC Heritage Softail
east on the highway near
Division Road when it
left the south side of  the
road. Kimberly Pinker-
ton, a rural Portland resi-
dent driving behind
Arnold, told Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office that
Arnold had been driving
in the center of  the road
as he maneuvered
through curves. 

Pinkerton told police
she lost sight of  Arnold
coming out of  the curves
but noticed lights shin-
ing from a field south of
the road. She backed up
to find Arnold and his
motorcycle in the field.
Pinkerton also said there
was loose stone in the
road.

The motorcycle was
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Motorcycle
went off of
Indiana 26

near
Division Road

Portland
man was
killed in
crash
Monday

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Hispanic health fair
Nurses hand a woman paperwork to fill out during the Hispanic Health Fair at IU Health Jay on Saturday. Dozens

of people visited the hospital Saturday morning for the health fair, which offered health screenings, informational booths,
access to mental health care, breakfast and other resources. Event organizer and Progressive Del Toro Office Products
owner Adolfo Solis noted the language barrier can present a challenge for Hispanics seeking health care. “(Today) worked
out good, and we’re looking forward to the next year,” he said. 

By KIM DUNLAP
Kokomo Tribune
Tribune News Service

DELPHI — For a little
over two hours Saturday
morning, the jury in the
trial against Delphi murder
suspect Richard Allen
watched 15 separate videos
of  his time spent inside
the Westville Correctional
Facility in the spring of
2023.

Allen first went to WCF
shortly after his November
2022 arrest, and he was
placed inside that facility
after being given a “safe-
keeping” designation.

In all, Allen spent 13
months at WCF, where Del-
phi investigators say he
made over 60 alleged con-
fessions — stating he killed
teenagers Libby German
and Abby Williams in Feb-

ruary 2017 — to prison
staff, other inmates, his
psychologist and his family.

Those confessions were
introduced to the jury earli-
er in the trial, both in the
form of  witness testimony

and calls Allen initiated to
his wife and mother using
the prison’s phone system.

But throughout the case,
the defense has argued
Allen made those alleged
confessions under severe
distress at being housed
inside WCF.

It was a situation that
Rozzi has previously
likened to a “prisoner of
war,” stating Allen had
reportedly been
“entombed” in a cell “no
larger than that of  a dog
kennel,” was forced to sleep
on a concrete floor, was
only allowed showers once

or twice a week, was not
allowed to visit with his
wife and family and was
not provided adequate out-
side time, according to ear-
lier court filings.

And on Saturday, the jury
was able to see it firsthand.

The 15 videos — which
contained no audio — on
Saturday were not seen by
the gallery.

Defense Attorney
Bradley Rozzi explained
that was mostly out of
respect for his client’s “dig-
nity,” as four of  them con-
tained nudity.

See Jury page 2

Jury sees videos of Delphi suspect

By SEEMA MEHTA
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Unless
polling that portends a paper-
thin margin between Vice
President Kamala Harris and
former President Trump is
completely wrong — a possibil-
ity because of  dizzying
changes in how voters cast bal-
lots as well as a pandemic-
prompted overhaul of  election
laws — Americans should plan
on going to bed tonight with-
out knowing who won the
White House.

Election experts argue that a
delay in knowing the result, in
part because of  the patchwork
of  rules that dictate how votes
are counted, notably in battle-
ground states, is proof  of  bal-

lot-counters’ vigilance about
accurately tabulating the vote.
But they also worry that any
delay will feed the growing
skepticism many Americans
have about the sanctity of  the
nation’s electoral process.

“People are accustomed to
turning on their TV late elec-
tion night and seeing a winner
splashed across the screen,”
said Jessica Levinson, an elec-
tion law professor at Loyola
Law School. “I think that’s

largely a thing of  the past. It’s
hard to think about how that
could happen in a race this
close.”

She pointed to changing
behavior among voters about
how they cast their ballots, as

well as varying rules about
when mail ballots can be tal-
lied as well as how late mail
ballots that are postmarked on
election day will be accepted.
But she also worries that in
today’s polarized climate, elec-
tion officials doing their due
diligence to properly count the
vote will be misinterpreted as
opportunities for fraud.

“Everybody knows what a
photo finish is,” Levinson said.
Expecting a clear result on
election night “is kind of  like
declaring victory before you
can develop the film. Or it’s
like declaring victory before
you do the last lap, because
honestly the last lap is the
counting.”

Charles Stewart III, the
director of  the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, said ulti-
mately it will come down to the
margin of  victory in the race.

“In all of  these states, part of
the answer really depends on
how close the election actually
is,” he said. “I say that because
it really only matters if  the
election really is close.”

More than 76 million Ameri-
cans have voted as of  Sunday,
either through mail ballots or
in-person early voting, accord-
ing to a tracker by the Univer-
sity of  Florida’s Election Lab.

See Counting page 2

Expect counting to last beyond today
State rules
complicate

when winner
is likely 

to be named

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Kamil Krzaczynski

People wait in line during early voting at a polling station Sunday at Ottawa Hills High
School in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Experts say it is unlikely that an election result will be
announced tonight, in part because of vote-counting rules in key battleground states.

Allen is charged with
the 2017 murders of

two teenage girls



Continued from page 1
Each video was also

anywhere from a minute
to nearly an hour in
length, all taken with a
camcorder as part of  the
process for documenting
Allen’s time at WCF.

Rozzi added the videos
were also only taken
while Allen was outside
his cell at the facility,
such as during transport,
and each video falls into
the timeframe of  April
2023 to June 2023.

The defense also plans
to play “in cell” videos —
from that same time-
frame — during their evi-
dence portion next week.

It was on Feb. 14, 2017,
that the bodies of
Williams and German
were found near
the Monon High
Bridge area, a day after
they were reported miss-
ing after not returning to
their pickup spot.

Five years later, on Oct.

31, 2022, investigators
announced they had
charged Allen with two
felony counts of  murder
connected to the girls’
deaths.

On a delay
Jay School Corporation

classes will be on a planned
two-hour delay Wednesday.

The delay time is to be
utilized by staff  for profes-
sional development.

Bills due
Property tax bills are due

Tuesday, Nov. 12.
The Jay County Treasur-

er's Office at Jay County

Courthouse will be open
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
this week to accept pay-
ments. They can also be
placed in the drop box on
the south side of  the court-
house or paid at First Bank
of  Berne or Farmer’s and
Merchants Bank.

The courthouse will be
closed on Monday, Nov. 11,
in observance of  Veterans’
Day.
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Jay County Conservation Club
ALL YOU CAN EAT
FISH & 
CHICKEN FRY

CELEBRATE VETERANS!  VETERANS EAT FOR $7.00!

Thursday
Hofstetter, Charles: 1 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Saturday
Mast, Edward: 1 p.m., Coun-

tryside Christian Church, 1212 E.
100 South, Winchester.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Edward Mast Jr.
Aug. 31, 1957-Oct. 12, 2024

Edward Everett Mast Jr. ,67,
of  Guyton, Georgia, passed
away Octo. 12, 2024, at St.
Joseph's Hospital in Savannah,
Georgia.

A native of  Portland, Indiana,
he was the son of  the late
Edward E. Mast Sr. and Maudie
E. Potter Mast.

In addition to his parents, he
is preceded in death by his lov-
ing wife of  20 years, Barbara
Elaine Skinner Mast; sisters
Diane Romine and Deborah
Osborn; brother Ralph Mast;
and several half-siblings.

Survivors include his chil-

dren, Stephannie
Harris, Stacy
Bennett, Jeffery
Mast (Suzanne),
Kellie Potter
(Jacob), Tim Ray
(Shelly), Brian
Ray (Lone) and
Mark Ray (Betsy);
sister-in-law
Donna McCutchen (Steve Lin-
gle); brother-in-law Gerald Skin-
ner; and numerous grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and
even a great-great-grandchild;
as well as nieces, nephews and
cousins, and his beloved dog,
Angel.

Edward spent many years as a
pilot driver, traveling as an

escort to truck drivers with
oversized loads. He was a mem-
ber of  Winchester Masonic
Lodge #56 in Winchester, Indi-
ana, where he served as Wor-
shipful Master and Past Master.
After relocating to Guyton, he
became a member of  Spring-
field Masonic Lodge # 440 in
Springfield, Georgia. He was an
active member of  the Alee
Shrine of  Savannah, where he
was a member of  the Alee
Mobile Unit. He was also a mem-
ber of  Effingham Shrine Club.

He was passionate about fish-
ing, hunting and spending time
with his family, which he loved
dearly. He will be remembered
for his caring kindness and

willingness to help anyone in
need. He was a member of
Bethesda Methodist Church,
Guyton, Georgia and a former
member of  Countryside Chris-
tian Church in Winchester, Indi-
ana.

A memorial service was held
on Oct. 27 at Bethesda
Methodist Church, Guyton.

Indiana Services will be at 1
p.m. Nov. 9, 2024, at Countryside
Christian Church, Winchester,
Indiana. Calling will be from
noon until the time of  the serv-
ice.

Ed will be missed by many.
In lieu of  flowers, donations

can be made to the Alee Shrine
Temple Morris Slotin Fund at

P.O. Box 14147 Savannah, GA
31416, or aleeshriners.org

Please sign the online guest-
book at bakermccullough.com

Services have been entrusted
to Baker McCullough Funeral
Home Garden City Chapel, 2794
W. U.S. 80, Garden City, Georgia.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Continued from page 1
Several states have reported

record-breaking early returns,
including two that could tip the
presidential race — Georgia and
North Carolina.

More than 4 million
Georgians had cast ballots as of  Fri-
day, according to the secretary of
state’s office. The number far
eclipses prior elections.

“Georgia voters know we’ve made
it easy to cast a ballot. It’s really
that simple,” Secretary of  State
Brad Raffensperger, who famously
fought Trump’s effort to increase
his 2020 vote count in Georgia, said
in a statement.

Some states changed voting rules
because of  the pandemic, including
California, which now mails ballots
to every registered voter, or in the
aftermath of  the contentious 2020
election. That includes a number of
the battleground states that will
determine who is elected president.
Additionally some of  these states
have restrictions on when mail bal-
lots can be received by or tallied.

In 2020, then-President Trump
spoke out against mail ballots —
historically a voting practice
favored by Republicans. The end
result was voters seeing candidates
who appeared to be leading after
the polls closed on election day los-
ing once all the votes were counted.
This led to widespread and false
conspiracy theories in states like
Michigan about the undulating vote
count.

If  today’s election is similarly
close, there will likely be a repeat of
this scenario.

“If  the race comes down to a cou-
ple thousand ballots in a key state,
it could be days or weeks before we
know the winner of  the presiden-
tial election,” said Rachel Orey,
director of  the Bipartisan Policy
Center’s Elections Project. “It real-
ly comes down to the margin of  vic-
tory.”

Rick Hasen, a campaign-finance
law professor at UCLA whose latest
book is “A Real Right to Vote: How a
Constitutional Amendment Can
Safeguard American Democracy,”
said the rules in Pennsylvania, Wis-
consin, Nevada and Arizona could
hinder the declaration of  a winner
in a particularly tight election.

“If  it comes down to those states,
there could be a delay for a few days
for different reasons,” Hasen said.
“Pennsylvania and Wisconsin don’t
allow the processing of  absentee
ballots before election day. Wiscon-
sin moves faster because it’s small-
er, but the bottleneck is Milwau-
kee.”

“Nevada is a different problem,
they allow ballots to arrive four
days” if  they are postmarked on
election day, he said. “And in Ari-
zona, they just have a ton of  mail
ballots and it takes a very long time,
like California.”

Another complication in Arizona
is that voters in Maricopa County,
the state’s most populous, are being
asked to complete the longest bal-
lot they have seen in nearly two
decades, Orey said. That could lead
to delays at voting centers as voters
take longer to cast their ballots,
slow down tabulation and potential-
ly create paper jams in counting

machines because the ballot is two
pages, front and back

However, there are bright spots in
other key states, he said. Georgia
and North Carolina count votes rel-
atively quickly, and Michigan
changed its rules and is likely to be
faster than it was four years ago.

A key question is whether the
election turns on a small number of
votes in one state, such as what
occurred during the 2000 race
between Al Gore and George W.
Bush.

“If  it comes down to a few hun-
dred or a few thousand votes in one
state, it could be protracted for
weeks,” Hasen said, noting the
chances of  a repeat of  that deeply
contentious election that was even-
tually decided by the Supreme
Court are small but not impossible.
“Then all bets are off  … It will be
battling ballot-by-ballot, trench
warfare.”

Stewart added that both Harris’
and Trump’s campaigns have been
preparing for this possibility.

“They are loaded for bear, as they
say,” he said. “Hundreds of  lawyers
and hundreds of  briefs are ready to
go.”

Hasen’s advice to anxious voters:
Recognize once the polls close today
that delays in learning the results
are a sign that the system is work-
ing, and to remain calm.

Tonight, “Everyone needs to take
a breath, have some patience, have a
glass of  wine, and get up the next
day and do it all over again,” he
said. “Maybe at the end of  the week,
we know what the answer is. Unless
it’s a blowout.”

Counting ...

Obituaries

Mast

Capsule Reports

Jury ...

Today
9 a.m. — Portland

Facade Committee, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion executive session,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St.

4:30 p.m. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-

house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Public Library Board,
library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.

2:30 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.08
Dec. corn .................4.18
Wheat ......................4.68

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.23
Dec. corn ..................4.18
Jan. corn .................4.26

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.21
Dec. corn ..................4.15
Beans........................9.62

Dec. beans ................9.72
Wheat ...................... 5.18

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.08
Dec. corn ..................4.07
Beans........................9.64
Dec. beans ................9.67
Wheat ......................5.13

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.03
Dec. corn ..................4.13
Beans........................9.44
Dec. beans ................9.50
Wheat ......................5.03

In 1605, what became
known as the Gunpowder
Plot occurred when
Robert Catesby led a
group of  Roman
Catholics in an attempt to
blow up Parliament, the
king and his family.

In 1838, Honduras
declared its independ-
ence from the United
Provinces of  Central
America.

In 1844, Democrat
James K. Polk won the
U.S. presidency as he
defeated Henry Clay of
the Whig Party.

In 2007, Portland City
Council approved the
installation of  new street

lights for Penn Street and
Williamson Drive. Polk
had risen to the Demo-
cratic nomination after
former president Martin
Van Buren opposed the
annexation of  Texas.

In 2013, India
launched its first inter-
planetary spacecraft,
sending an orbiter to
Mars.

In 2019, Democrat
Jack Robbins defeated
incumbent Republican
Gene Ritter in the race
for Dunkirk mayor. Rob-
bins scored a 264-194,
winning both of  the city’s
precincts by 35 votes.

—The CR

CR almanac

62/41 59/37 61/39 63/52 63/47
Wednes-

day’s forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with slight
winds.

There’s a
50% chance
of rain on Sun-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday with the
chance of rain
increasing
throughout
the day.

Mostly
sunny skies on
Thursday, when
the high will be
around 59
degrees.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies with a
slight chance
of rain at night.

Wednesday
11/6

Thursday
11/7

Friday
11/8

Saturday
11/9

Sunday
11/10

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $63
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$303 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 9-3-5
Daily Four: 8-2-4-6
Quick Draw: 4-7-11-12-

13-14-16-22-23-34-39-40-46-
47-52-66-67-68-71-79

Evening
Daily Three: 9-5-9
Daily Four: 8-6-1-4
Quick Draw: 3-6-7-11-

13-17-20-24-27-28-35-37-42-
44-45-52-53-62-64-76

Cash 5: 4-8-14-35-41
Estimated jackpot:

$80,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-3-4
Pick 4: 3-6-7-6
Pick 5: 5-3-1-2-2
Evening
Pick 3: 1-1-5
Pick 4: 5-4-5-4
Pick 5: 8-0-6-7-9
Rolling Cash 5: 2-23-25-

32-36
Estimated jackpot:

$286,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8

p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon

each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,

will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

The Commercial Review
Tuesday, November 5, 2024 Family Page 3

Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My sister
recently lost her husband, who
passed away after a brief  fight
with cancer. Her daughter, my
niece, was scheduled to be mar-
ried later this year. They strug-
gle with finances, and my broth-
er-in-law’s death exacerbated
the situation. In order to help
out, my wife and I quietly gave
them $1,000 to put toward my
niece’s shower so they could
have it at a nice place. My sister
was appreciative, but we unfor-
tunately heard nothing from my
niece. 

Fast-forward a couple months,
and the wedding is now called
off. My sister and her daughter
recently went on a cruise and
have told me they have booked
another. There has been no men-
tion about returning our $1,000.
My wife is becoming increasing-
ly frustrated and wants to say
something to my sister, which
will create a family feud. While I
agree the money should be

returned, I am inclined to just
write it off  rather than stir up a
mess. I would love to hear your
perspective. — GENEROUS IN
THE EAST

DEAR GENEROUS: My per-
spective is that where your
sister and her daughter are
concerned, you should firmly
close your wallet. The money
is gone, and you are right that
raising the issue will cause ill
will. Your generosity should
have been acknowledged, and
when the wedding was called
off, your money should have
been returned rather than
applied to a mother/daughter

vacation. If  your niece does
manage to get married in the
future, remember that you
have already given her a
“wedding gift.”

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Our family is

having its first reunion since
my mother and father have been
gone. We three brothers are now
the oldest generation. My older
brothers are planning the event.
They are inviting my ex-wife of
21 years, but none of  my three
nephews’ exes. This is upsetting
to me and my wife of  20 years. 

I feel strongly that when you
marry, you marry into the fami-
ly, and when you divorce, you
divorce “out” of  the family. My
ex-wife and two sisters-in-law
have remained close friends
since our divorce and have
shunned my present wife. 

Should we be upset about the
invitation? Should we not attend
if  my ex comes? One brother
says she is still “part of  the fam-

ily” and should be included. My
wife and I are furious. Who is
right here? — PARTY POOPER
IN IOWA

DEAR PARTY POOPER:
Did your parents include
your former wife at previous
family reunions? If  they did,
I can understand why she
would be welcomed at this
one. However, if  they did not,
I can understand your feel-
ings, in light of  the fact that
your siblings’ wives have
shunned your wife of  20
years. 

That said, not all divorces
are the same. Some former
couples manage an amicable
severance, and you cannot
and should not dictate who
your relatives choose to
maintain relationships with.
If  you and your wife would
feel more comfortable skip-
ping the reunion, I wouldn’t
blame you.

••••••••

DEAR ABBY: I will turn 18 in
six months. I know I should be
happy, but to be completely hon-
est with you, I’m scared to
become an adult. I don’t feel I’m
ready to grow up and leave my
childhood behind. What should
I do? What CAN I do? —
UNHAPPY BIRTHDAY

DEAR UNHAPPY: What,
precisely, are you afraid of ?
All people do not mature at
the same rate. It takes some
individuals until they are
well over the age of  21 to
assume the responsibilities
of  being an adult. Others are
ready at 18, provided they
have already been given some
responsibilities by their par-
ents. The insecurities you are
experiencing are things you
should be talking about with
them. You might also discuss
this with a trusted teacher or
counselor at school. If  you
do, you may realize that you
are far from alone in the feel-

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

The set is complete for
Baby Schanz.

She’s finally met all of
her family members.

Our daughter doesn’t
have a big extended fami-
ly; two grandmothers,
one grandfather, four
uncles, four aunts and
two cousins.

In the days after she
was born, she met every-
one on my side of  the
family as we’re all in Sag-
inaw. Meeting the family
on her mom’s side, how-
ever, was going to be
more challenging — one
of  her aunts is an ocean
away.

Originally planned for
May — about a month
after Baby Schanz was

born — Lori (Chrissy’s
sister) and her husband
John were supposed to fly
from Ireland to see their
new niece.

But they had to post-
pone the trip.

In the meantime, we
communicated via video
chat on WhatsApp every
couple weeks or so. It was
a way for Lori and John
to see her and try to
interact with her, but we
also wanted to establish

that form of  communica-
tion so Baby Schanz
could have her Irish rela-
tives part of  her life. I
have aunts, uncles and
cousins I hardly saw
growing up, and I didn’t
want the same for my
daughter.

But as the COVID-19
pandemic taught us,
video chats just aren’t
the same as in-the-flesh
interactions.

A couple weeks ago,
Lori and John arrived in
Michigan ready to finally
meet their niece.

Most of  their visit was
during the work week,
but I saved up some vaca-
tion days to burn while
they were here in an
effort to maximize our
time together.

We packed as much as
we could into the six days
they were here. We visit-
ed the Bavarian-inspired
town of  Frankenmuth to
kickstart our many shop-
ping excursions. We took
a cookie decorating class
for the holiday, learning
how to work with royal
icing.

Baby Schanz wasn’t
having it that day, though.
She was cranky and irri-
table, so Uncle John was a
champ and spent time in
the car with her. This
allowed Chrissy, Lori and
I to enjoy our time deco-
rating the spooky-themed
cookies as it was intended
to be a birthday gift for
me.

We put Baby Schanz in
her first Halloween cos-

tume — a lady bug — and
went to Zoo Boo at the
Saginaw Children’s Zoo.

(Chrissy dressed as a
bee and I had a total Dad
shirt that said “I’m with
the ladybug.”)

We took them to a cou-
ple of  our favorite restau-
rants.

Chrissy’s and Lori’s
parents also visited for a
night.

Lori soaked up all the
time she could with her
niece, whom she affec-
tionately calls “Nugget.”

It was a jam-packed
schedule, and frankly it
wasn’t long enough. Visit-
ing with them never is,
and it’s usually for two
weeks at a time when we
fly to the Emerald Isle.

But this wasn’t neces-

sarily about showing
Lori and John around
our little slice of  Michi-
gan. We can do that
another time.

This was about them
finally getting to meet our
wonderful daughter.

Although nearly five
months after originally
planned, it was long over-
due.

Thankfully, we don’t
have to wait so long to see
them again as we’ve
booked flights to jump
across the pond early next
year.

••••••••••
Chris Schanz is a former

CR Sports Editor embark-
ing on a new journey as a
father. You can reach him at
christopher.schanz@gmail.c
om.

Daughter finally meets foreign family
Parental

Ponderings

Money intended for shower goes to cruise
Dear
Abby
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With an E. coli scare linked to
some of  its Quarter Pounders,
likely the slivered onions there-
upon, McDonald’s and its fran-
chisees have had a rough go of
late, as reflected in its share
price gyrations. But this week
brought some good news for the
Chicago-based fast-food giant.

The notoriously fickle
McFlurry stations, otherwise
known as soft-serve ice cream
machines, can now be legally
repaired by the franchisees’ own
handy staffers. They no longer
have to wait for someone to
come from the manufacturer,
Taylor Co., to show up and deci-
pher the weird error codes on
the machine.

And which entity made this
happen? Believe it or not, the

U.S. Copyright Office, which
announced, in essence, that it
approved of  allowing retail-level
food preparation machines to
bypass digital locks without
being considered to have violat-
ed copyright, a new exemption
category that includes the
McFlurry devices.

Donald Trump, a fan of  the
chain, had already claimed on X
that, should he be elected, he’d
see to it that the machines were
kept in working order, presum-
ably Making the McFlurry Great

Again. But the nonpartisan U.S.
Copyright Office actually beat
Trump to the swirl.

Why does this matter? It’s not
just because McDonald’s has
been playing a weirdly large
part in the presidential election,
especially when it comes to
social media and employment
records. It’s to do with the con-
sumer-friendly right of  repair, a
concept we have written about
before, which is designed to
limit manufacturers from copy-
righting the very processes that
allow their machines to be put
back in working order, giving
them an effective monopoly on
repairs.

The Copyright Office’s exemp-
tion ruling was narrow (joint
petitioners Public Knowledge
and iFixit had hoped for a far
broader exemption for industri-

al equipment), but you can see
the importance of  this for every-
one from independent auto serv-
ices to appliance repair shops,
some of  which already benefit
from state laws. There are busi-
ness implications, obviously, but
also environmental ones: If
something is not easily
repairable, it’s more likely to hit
the landfill.

In the case of  the frozen treats
at McDonald’s, the machines
routinely threw off  digital error
codes, now a familiar concept
with most things we buy. But if
you weren’t from Taylor, you
struggled to figure out what they
meant. And McDonald’s fran-
chisees complained that Taylor
repair people did not exactly
arrive lickety-split.

Some McDonald’s franchisees
took matters into their own

hands, sparking a McFlurry of
lawsuits, especially pertaining
to an outside company, Kytch,
that grew up specifically to help
franchisees work around a prob-
lem that was forcing them to
halt ice cream sales. Adding to
the complexity were the con-
tracts between machine maker
Taylor and McDonald’s corpo-
rate offices, which led some fran-
chisees to suspect that the com-
pany had competing agendas
when it came to keeping the old
soft-servers pumped.

So this is a victory for the
many small-bore McDonald
franchisees and some large ones
too. On a broader scale, we’re all
for the loosening of  these kinds
of  regulations, in this case help-
ing businesses better serve their
customers and consumers enjoy
a deftly blended frozen dessert.

McFlurry machine move is a win

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Last month I wrote about

immigration policy and men-
tioned Logansport, Indiana. I
did so because that small
Hoosier city is well known as an
immigration success story in
the Midwest.

Sadly, my column brought
unwelcomed coverage of  the
city. A couple of  news stories, ,
which may be charitably charac-
terized as indifferent to facts,
painted the city as an immi-
grant hellscape. In one of  these,
Micah Beckwith called for the
deportation of  legal immi-
grants, specifically targeting
Haitians for some inexplicable
reason.

For what it’s worth, this
deportation would be a violation
of  both the 4th and 14th amend-
ments to the Constitution. Hav-
ing already disavowed the 1st
Amendment, it appears he’s
working his way through the
whole document.

I apologize to the good people
of  Logansport for stirring a hor-
nets’ nest in this season of  hate-
ful lies. I also wish to set the
record straight with facts, not
conjecture, polemics or ill-
researched half-truths. Here are
some facts.

Cass County, where Logans-
port is located, has been subject
to three waves of  immigration
since it was first settled in the
1830s. The first, and largest of
these, was a strong wave of  Ger-
man immigration that began
shortly before the Civil War and
ended in World War I. The sec-
ond was a Hispanic wave that
was much shorter and smaller
and peaked a decade ago. The
third is an even smaller number

of  Haitians and Hmong immi-
grants arriving in recent years.

The vast majority of  these
immigrants arrived legally and
were sponsored to move to Cass
County, where they work and
make a life.

Ironically, the slowest group to
assimilate was the Germans. The
last German-language newspaper
printed in Cass County closed in
1918, 70 years after the first Ger-
man immigrants fleeing the
European revolts of  1848 arrived
in Indiana. As a reminder, the
1848 revolts in Germany were the
launching points of  international
Marxism. The revolts were
unsuccessful, so many of  the Ger-
mans who fled to Cass County
were early Marxists sympathiz-
ers.

The children of  the Hispanic,
Haitian and Hmong immigrants
learn English in school, and there
are no thriving Spanish-, French-
or Hmong-language publications
in Cass County. It is worth noting
that these immigrants are fleeing
gangs and dictators whom every
American government has
opposed for three decades.

If  the German Marxists
weren’t a problem, and they obvi-
ously were not, the Haitian or
Guatemalans looking for the
blessings of  peace and capitalism
cannot be. Several decades of
careful research makes it clear

that immigrants are today assim-
ilating faster than ever before in
our nation. That should be no sur-
prise given the globally dominant
American culture.

These immigrants came to
Cass County for freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity — German,
Hispanic, Haitian and Hmong.
That’s a good thing. Without the
Germans, the farms and cities of
early Cass County would never
have grown. Without immigra-
tion by Hispanics, the Cass Coun-
ty population would be 25 percent
lower today than in 2000, marking
it as among the worse performing
counties in the nation.

The news reporting, and Beck-
with’s un-Christian and anti-
American deportation proposals,
paint Logansport as a hellscape
of  crime and poverty wrought by
immigration. There is not a sin-
gle data point to suggest that is
true. In fact, recent immigration
has brought new prosperity to
Cass County and Logansport. A
minimally honest journalistic
effort would have revealed that.
The list is startling.

Per resident nutrition assis-
tance benefits (SNAP) are down
56 percent since 2010. Unemploy-
ment claims are less than 5 per-
cent of  what they were in 2010,
saving businesses more than $625
per resident each year.

It is true that Medicaid spend-
ing is up, as are many other items
like refundable tax credits, mili-
tary healthcare and other items.
But the Department of  Com-
merce reports all government
transfer payments except Social
Security, and the result is stun-
ning.

On a per capita basis, non-
Social Security transfer pay-

ments in Cass County for health,
welfare, income maintenance,
education and everything else is
down substantially in every year
since 2010. Between 2010 and 2022,
transfer payments per resident in
Cass County, excluding Social
Security, dropped by a whopping
59.8 percent.

In contrast, Social Security
benefits in Cass County rose by
16.6 percent from 2010 to 2022.
This is due to an aging native pop-
ulation. Immigrants gave Cass
County its first population
increase in decades last year, with
a slight bump of  0.34 percent, or
129 souls. And all other economic
indicators are doing well. GDP is
up, the unemployment rate is
near record lows and average
earnings are up 13 percent — and
all these data are adjusted for
inflation.

Lies about Logansport should
infuriate every Hoosier, none
more so than those about schools,
hospitals and crime.

Logansport school enrollment
has risen by only 4.36 percent
from 2010 to 2024. Like most Indi-
ana schools, their standardized
test scores are down over the past
decade. But Logansport public
schools outperform most charter
and private schools that reported
test scores in 2024.

These new students aren’t forc-
ing students out, as the New York
Post and Fox News have claimed.
Rather, they are saving the school
corporation by bringing more
than $7.1 million per year in state
funding. Without the extra enroll-
ment provided by immigrants, at
least one elementary school in
Logansport would have already
closed, perhaps more.

Crime in Logansport is down,

not up. The quarterly crime rate
peaked in May 2015 at 118 violent
crimes per 100,000 residents. As
of  December 2023, the most
recent data, violent crime was
down by 9.2 percent, well below
the state and national averages.

Cass County’s population
peaked in 1974 — a half-century
ago. Without immigration, Cass
County and Logansport will
shrink. That means fewer
schools, fewer physicians, a hos-
pital at risk of  closing, fewer gro-
ceries and restaurants. If  there
were waves of  Ohioans moving
to Logansport, everyone would
be applauding the city’s success.
Let Logansport take the win. The
residents deserve it.

It must be said that Indiana
suffered a wave of  anti-immigra-
tion hysteria that led to the rise
of  the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s.
That wave of  anti-immigration
furor stunted economic and pop-
ulation growth in dozens of
Hoosier counties for three gener-
ations. At its height, 1 in 3
Hoosier men joined the KKK,
leaving millions of  Hoosier fami-
lies to take great pains to hide
their family’s involvement with
the Klan.

Now, I don’t think folks like
Beckwith, who tell anti-immi-
grant lies today, are Klan sympa-
thizers. But I have no doubt
where they’d have stood in 1924,
and neither do you.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

City of Logansport gets an apology
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

Sisters 
Sweet Escape

41 W 275 S
Portland, IN 47371

260-202-9591

Hoosier Ag Today recently
announced a new leader as part
of  a restructuring of  its man-
agement.

Eric Pfeiffer will become pres-
ident of  Hoosier Ag Today
beginning Jan. 1. Also, founder
and current president Gary Tru-
itt will become chairman of  the
board.

Pfieffer has been with Hoosier
Ag Today for six years.

“I am truly excited about the
new management team that will
provide outstanding leadership
for the company,” said Truitt.
“Their passion for agriculture
and outstanding talent will
build on the successes the com-
pany has made over the past 18
years.”

The company will also move
its headquarters to West
Lafayette from its current loca-
tion in Zionsville.

Ready to open
Adams Health will host a rib-

bon-cutting ceremony and open
house at noon Wednesday, Nov.
6, at the new Great Heights and
Adams Health Pediatric Reha-
bilitation location at 514 S. 13th
St., Decatur.

Adams Health plans to have
all of  its pediatric patients at
the new location for physical
therapy, occupational therapy
and speech therapy.

"We are so excited to continue
to expand the services that we
can offer to Decatur and the sur-
rounding communities,” said
Great Heights CEO Dr. Amy
Cooper. “It's so important to
have convenient access to high-
quality care,and we are delight-
ed to be partnered with Adams

Health to help make that hap-
pen."

Tours will be available follow-
ing the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Those who plan to attend
should RSVP by emailing
susan.sefton@adamshealthnet-
work.org or calling (260) 223-4059. 

Breaking ground
Ball State University will host

a groundbreaking ceremony at
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 14, for its
new Performing Arts Center and
The Cantio Hotel at the corner of
McKinley and Ashland Avenues
in Muncie.

The two new facilities — the
performing arts center will
cover 65,000 square feet with a 45-
seat theater — are part of  the
university’s Village revitaliza-
tion project.

"I am grateful to celebrate the
construction of   this transforma-
tive project, which will nurture
the artistic growth of  our The-
atre and Dance students while
enriching The Village and the
broader Muncie community,"
said BSU president Geoffrey S.
Mearns in a press release. "The
Performing Arts Center and The
Cantio Hotel represent our com-
mitment to create a vibrant dis-
trict that combines arts, educa-
tion, and hospitality for stu-
dents, faculty and staff, resi-
dents, and visitors alike."

Construction is expected to be
complete by summer 2026.

Screenings offered
Bluffton Regional Medical

Center will extend its imaging
hours Nov. 9 for National Lung
Cancer Screening Day.

The facility that is part of
Lutheran Health network will
offer lung cancer screenings
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 9. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call (833) 546-4968.

“National Lung Cancer
Screening Day is a great oppor-
tunity to raise screening aware-
ness and encourage eligible indi-
viduals to get screened,” said Dr.
Harish Ardeshna, Bluffton Med-
ical Center’s chief  of  staff, in a
press release. “Many people
must work during the week,
which makes it difficult for them
to get screened. That’s why
National Lung Cancer Screen-
ing Day is on a Saturday — to
make it easier for people to take
more control of  their health by
getting screened when it’s con-
venient. Get screened so we can
help reduce disparities, promote
equity, and save more lives.”

IPR makes changes
Indiana Public Radio has

made some changes, including
debuting its new station — 89.5
The Note — on Oct. 28.

The expansion includes a
revamped schedule that features
new shows, more news coverage,
in-depth interviews and music
programming. The new station,
based out of  Anderson, will fea-
ture classical music 24 hours a
day.

“This change is founded on

our 2022 Audience Engagement
Survey, in which listeners told
us that they wanted more news,
while also wanting more
music,” said Phil Hoffman, gen-
eral manager of  Ball State Pub-
lic Media. “Once we identified
what our community wanted,
we set to work to make that hap-
pen.”

Indiana Public Radio is avail-
able on 92.1 FM of  Muncie, 90.9
FM of  Marion and 91.1 FM of
Hagerstown/New Castle.

Adding item
Scooter’s Coffee has partnered

with Red Bull to add new drinks
to its menu.

The business will offer the Red
Bull Winter Edition Iced Vanilla
Berry and Iceberry Ignite Red
Bull Infusion. Both are available
for a limited time.

Awards are scheduled
The Indiana Chamber of  Com-

merce annual awards dinner is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 13.

The dinner will be held at the
Indiana Convention Center in
downtown Indianapolis. NBC
chief  political analyst Chuck
Todd will be the guest speaker.

To register, visit indianacham-
ber.com.

Also, the chamber’s 2025 Indi-
ana Safety and Health Confer-
ence has been scheduled for Feb.
24 through 26 at the Indiana Con-
vention Center. The event will
feature the Indiana forklift
rodeo, various speakers, educa-
tional breakout sessions and an
innovation showcase featuring
safety tools and products. Con-
tinuing education credits will be

available for wastewater opera-
tors.

To reserve a spot, visit insafe-
tyconf.com/registration.

Grants available
Indiana Grown announced

last week that $25,000 in grant
funding is available for mem-
bers interested in exhibiting at
trade shows.

Grants are available for $5,000,
$3,000 and $1,000 and can be used
to reimburse the costs of  booth
space rental, booth design,
building, shipping and installa-
tion and other trade show
expenses. To be eligible, Indiana
Grown members must have a
commercially ready product
with existing sales and be a
small business as defined by the
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion.

For more information, visit
indianagrown.org.

Session set
Indiana Chamber of  Com-

merce will host a forklift train-
ing session from 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024.

Trainer Bobbi K. Samples,
owner of  The Safety Firm, will
lead the session. The Safety
Firm is an OSHA safety and
health training company dedi-
cated to providing training
designed to help companies
obtain, maintain and exceed
OSHA compliance standards.

For more information, visit
indianachamber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Ag news outlet changes leadership
Business
roundup

Photo provided

Bank donates
First Bank of Berne recently made a $3,000 donation to Youth For Christ, which works with youth in their local churches as well as other

partners. Pictured, from left, are the bank’s Berne manager Kaitlyn Roby and Portland manager Tracy Carpenter, Brock Meyer, Lee Johnson, Liz Johnson
and Rhonda Beall of Youth for Christ, and the bank’s Bluffton manager Erica Bennett and Decatur manager Jessica Zuercher.
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/
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2 insertions.......81¢/
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3 insertions.......96¢/
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6 insertions.... $1.14/
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No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

COMMUNITY THANKS-
GIVING DINNER. Plan
now to attend November
28, 2023, 1:00 pm.
Asbury UM Church. All
Jay County welcome. No
charge for the meal.  
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ACA Marketplace
health insurance

OPEN
ENROLLEMENT

November 1, 2024
to

January 15, 2025

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday December 7th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 2119 S US
27

PORTLAND, IN.
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Nov. 17th & Sunday

Nov. 24th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch home con-
taining 1390 sq. ft. fin-
ished living area.  Black-
top driveway. GFA with
Central air.  19’ x 25’

attached garage, and an
18’ x 24’ detached

garage.  Nicely situated
on two lots containing
1.65 acres in a prime

location.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-LAWN AND

GARDEN
12’ x 10’ portable stor-
age building.  Oak pie
safe, Kitchen cabinet,
(2) Childs rockers, Par-
lor table, Garden plow,
Parry Buggies ther-

mometer, (2) 3 cushion
sofas, Kenmore upright
freezer, Whee horse

520-H riding mower with
48” cut and snowblower,
Craftsman 10” table
saw, Porch Swing, 3

hole dog box for pickup
truck, Garage and shop
tools.  Several items not

to mention.
OWNER: Richard L.

Manor
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday November

16th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 5691 S 600
E (Gas City), Marion, IN
LOADER-TRACTORS-
TRUCKS-COMBINES
Case W14 wheel loader
with material bucket,

Bobcat MT 52 with Kub-
ota diesel and material
bucket,  Kubota L35
tractor with loader and
backhoe, International
1256 tractor with cab,

weights, and duals,
1960 Reo Gold Comet
Grain truck with 16’ bed,
International 6 row corn

head with cart.
FARM EQUIPMENT-

MISC.
Steiger 9 shank disc

chisel, JD 7000 12 row
planter, Great Plains

folding drill, International
1190 haybine, New Hol-
land hayliner 68 sq.

baler, News idea single
axle PTO manure

spreader, Cross double
chain elevator, Bench
with Ammco 1000 break
lathe and grinder, Elec-
tric golf cart, Large auc-
tion, several items not

mentioned.
OWNER; Max Kirkwood
Estate, by Steve Kirk-

wood
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday November 23rd,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 6160 E 100 N
Portland, IN

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Nov. 10th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom home contain-
ing 1150 sq. ft. finished
living area.  GFA with

Central air.  30 x 40 pole
barn.  Several recent

updates.  Nicely situated
on 2 acres.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-MISC

Knock down wardrobe,
Wall, mantle, & came
back clocks, Christmas
blow molds, GE Washer
& dryer, Frigidaire upright
freezer, Howard Miller
grandfather clock,

Barcalounger lift chair
(new),  Leather loveseat
with matching chair

(new), Electric guitar, Line
amp., 3pt post hole

auger, Roll-away tool box,
Portable air compressor.
OWNER; Linda Arnold
Estate, Michael Slusser

PR
Note: Check  Auctionsoft

and AuctionZip for more
photos.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday, November

6th, 2024
6:00 pm

Location:  3233 E 1000
S Geneva, IN

This charming ranch
home sits on 1.5 acres
with over 1400 sq. ft., 3
bedrooms, & 2 baths.
Open concept kitchen,
dining, & living area. It
has a 2 year old central
air and furnace.  40x80
pole barn with electric
and an insulated room
with loft storage above
it.  Appliances are stay-

ing.
Owner: Greg Mitchey
For complete sale bill
see auctionzip.com or

mizlehman.com
Miz Lehman 

Realtors/Auctioneers,
AU63001588
Berne, IN

260-589-2903  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning

November 16th, 2024
9:30 A.M.

GUNS-FISHING EQUIP-
MENT-OLD ITEMS
Winchester gun safe;

Winchester Model 12-12
gauge pump; Remington
Model 770 w/scope;

winchester model 1400-
12 gauge semi-automat-
ic with vent rib;  Smith
Wesson 44 caliber pis-
tol;  holsters; fiberglass
cane pole; fly rod; sever-
al bait casters to include
open face and closed
face; tackle boxes; sev-
eral old fishing lures; US
bayonet; Portland Forge
anvils; and other items

not listed.  
MOWER-TOOLS

Simplicity ZT1500 zero
turn mower with

Kawasaki engine and
42” deck; Century 115V
arc welder;  Craftsman
12” bandsaw; Dewalt

13” thickness planer;
Tool Shop air compres-
sor; Craftsman roto zip;
Skil plate joiner; bolt cut-
ter; Biscuit joiner;  vise
grips; several furniture
clamps; palm sanders;
drop cords; and many
other items not listed.

SHARON CAVANAUGH
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Woman’s
Building Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St. Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

November 9th, 2024
9:30 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS 
Samsung refrigerator,
like new, GE Profile
washer & dryer, like
new; Oak 5 place gun

shelf (decorative & nice);
Lane cedar chest; Hull
basket, McCoy; Portland

forge anvils; wood
sleigh; Star Wars fig-
urines and play-set;
Boyds bears; LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF

HULL OVEN PROOF;
Coke glasses; Farmall
sign; Elgin clock; Cast
iron pot; and many other

items not listed.
GUNS-TRAILER-BOAT-

TOOLS
Ruger model 10-.22 long

rifle with Simmons
scope;  Ithaca Model 37-

12 gauge shotgun;
Sport King 22 long rifle
with Simmons scope;
Lefever trap gun; Jen-
nings #7006 Special
Crossbow with Tasco
scope;  8’ x 12’ trailer,
no title; 12’ V bottom
boat; Toro Power Lite
electric start 16” snow-
blower;  Cub Cadet 5 hp
chipper/shredder;  Toro
22” push mower; and
other items not listed.
LOUWANA CLINE

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

REDKEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT is
accepting applications
for Full time Deputy Mar-
shal and or Deputy. Must
have High School diplo-
ma or GED. Would like
experience. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall. Appli-
cations must be turned in
before November 12th,
2024. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review Call

726-8141

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

√ Out The CR 
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT 

COURT
2024 TERM

In the Matter of 
the Unsupervised 
Administration of

the Estate of:
Cause No. 

38C01-2410-EU-000031
DAVID MARTYNE, Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Chris Campbell and Angelina
Koenig were, on the 1st day of
November, 2024, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the es-
tate of David Martyne deceased,
who died on October 25, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
1st day of November, 2024.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR                      

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371]

Attorney 
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 11-5,12-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: CAUSE NUMBER: 38C01-2408-JC-000067

IN THE MATTER OF:
AC - DOB 4/25/2022

A CHILD ALLEGED TO BE
A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES

AND
HAILEY CURTS (BIOLOGICAL MOTHER) AND

ANY UNKNOWN ALLEGED FATHERS
SUMMONS FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION & NOTICE OF

CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES HEARING
TO: Any Unknown Alleged Father

Whereabouts unknown
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to Any Unknown Alleged Fathers,
whose whereabouts are unknown, that the Indiana Department of
Child Services has filed its Verified Petition Alleging the child to
be in Need of Services, in accordance with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that an
adjudication hearing has been scheduled with the Court.
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear before the Judge of
the Jay Circuit Court, 120 N. Court Street, Portland, IN 47371 - 260-
726-4044 for a(n) Review Hearing on 4/4/2025 at 8:30 AM. At said hear-
ing, the Court will consider the Petition and evidence thereon and
will render its decision as to whether the above named minor child
is child in need of services and shall enter adjudication accordingly.
Your failure to appear after lawful notice will be deemed as your
default and waiver to be present at said hearing.
UPON ENTRY OF SAID ADJUDICATION, A DISPOSITIONAL
HEARING will be held in which the Court will consider (1) Alter-
natives for the care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; (2) The
necessity, nature, and extent of your participation in the program
of care, treatment, or rehabilitation for the child; and (3) Your fi-
nancial responsibility for any services provided for the parent,
guardian or custodian of the child including child support.
YOU MUST RESPOND by appearing in person or by an attorney
within thirty (30) days after the last publication of this notice, and
in the event you fail to do so, an adjudication on said petition,
judgment by default may be entered against you, or the court may
proceed in your absence, without further notice.

Jon Eads, Clerk
Yvonne Spillers, 30144-02

Attorney, Indiana Department of Child Services
1314 N. Meridian Street

Suite 100
Portland, IN 47371

CR 10-29.11-5,12-2024 - HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Girls basketball scrimmage vs.

Huntington North – 6 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Girls wrestling at North Miami –

6:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 p.m. — College football: Bowling Green

at Central Michigan (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — College football: Miami (OH) at

Ball State (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NHL: Tampa Bay Lightning at St.

Louis Blues (FDSN Indiana)
10 p.m. — College basketball: UC Davis at

Washington (BTN)
10 p.m. — College volleyball: Nebraska at

Oregon (BTN)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — College basketball: Wagner at Rut-

gers (BTN)
7 p.m. — College football: Northern Illinois

at Western Michigan (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NBA: Orlando Magic at Indiana

Pacers (FDSN Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at

Boston Celtics (ESPN)
8 p.m. — College basketball: SIU

Edwardsville at Indiana (BTN)
8 p.m. — NHL: Detroit Red Wings at Chica-

go Blackhawks (TNT)
9 p.m. — College basketball: UT Rio Grande

Valley at Creighton (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA: Philadelphia 76ers at Los

Angeles Clippers (ESPN)

Local notes
Final race

The final race in the Adams County 5K
Challenge is the Rainbow Lake 5K Run/Walk, will
take place on Nov. 26.

Preregistration can be done at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Turkey Trot sign-up open
Cooper Farms will be hosting its 17th annual

Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit

EverHeart Hospice.
The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be

splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There
will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race, as
well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or search for
“Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5k” on speedy-
feet.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
I’ve made pleas like

this one before. I know I
did it when Hannah
Williams was on her run
as one of  the best gym-
nasts — particularly on
the balance beam — in
the state of  Indiana. I’ve
probably done it a few
times since then.

Maybe some of  you
have paid attention. I
think most haven’t.

But that’s not going to
stop me from beating the
drum when we have spe-
cial athletes in our midst.

Mallory is special.
She was undefeated as

a freshman en route to
the 160-pound state cham-
pionship.

Her only two high
school losses came as a
sophomore recovering
from a broken leg, but by
the end of  her year she
was a repeat champion.

With weight classes
changing, she once again
ripped through an
unbeaten season to the
155-pound state title as a
junior.

This kind of  excellence
is rare. It is unprecedent-
ed at Jay County High
School. In almost 50
years, no one else has
accomplished what she
has.

And she’s not done yet.
You should take the

opportunity to come out
and watch her wrestle
while you can.

I hope to see you there.

Rays ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Mallory Winner of Jay County High School makes a move at Rhaigyn “Turtle” Trenary’s (Eastside) legs during the 155-
pound 2024 girls wrestling state championship. Winner beat Trenary 6-0 to claim her third state title and will look to win her fourth,
the first as an official IHSAA sport, this season.
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$569
lb

Rump
Roasts

NY Strip
Steaks

$299
lb

Fresh
Bratwursts

$439
lb

$339

/9
/96r

$1399
lb

lb

Big Hornn Colby Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.699//llb
Mustard Potato Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.89//llb

$599
lb

F

w

F

ffF

TThhick Cut Bone-In

Pork Chops

Stew
Meat

Fiisher's Stufffeed

Pork Chops

Old Faashion Loaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4.99/lb
Hot Dogs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.69/lb
Hot Dogs w// Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.99/lb
Chili Cheese Hot Dogs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.99/lb
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www.fishermeats.com

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

Jay County girls basketball
hosts scrimmage today,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

In about 25 years writing
about sports, this marks
the first time I’ve written a
column nine months in
advance.

That should say some-
thing about how I feel about
the importance of  the senti-
ments I’m about to express.

I started dictating it on
my phone just before mid-
night Jan. 12 after finishing
up work on the evening that
Mallory Winner won her
third consecutive Indiana
High School Girls
Wrestling state champi-
onship.

Just about an hour earli-
er, I was telling reporter
Bailey Cline that at this
point Mallory is probably
the most accomplished ath-
lete in the history of  Jay
County High School. Previ-
ously, I explained, it had to
have been Kerri McClung, a
2000 JCHS graduate who
was a two-time state cham-
pion and two-time state
runner-up in the shot put.

But three state champi-
onships, that probably put
Mallory at the top of  the
list.

So, as Mallory and her
fellow Patriots prepare to
start their 2024-25 season
Thursday, Nov. 7, I ask you
this question: Have you
ever seen her wrestle?

For those of  you who are
a part of  the Jay County
wrestling community, and
there are plenty of  you, the
answer is yes. Many of  you
probably saw her wrestle
when she was in elemen-
tary school.

But for many, many more
of  you, the answer is no.

I challenge you to change
that in the coming weeks
and months. Come and see
Mallory wrestle.

Here are your opportuni-
ties, right here in Jay Coun-
ty:

•Thursday, Nov. 21,
against Columbia City

•Tuesday, Dec. 10, versus
Delta, Yorktown and Win-
chester

•Thursday, Dec. 12,
against New Haven

•Tuesday, Dec. 17, versus
Norwell

•Monday, Dec. 23, as the
Patriots host the East Cen-
tral Indiana Classic

You don’t have to drive
far to make this happen.
You don’t have to spend a
lot of  money.

Some of  you may be sit-
ting back right now and
saying:

•“But I don’t care about
wrestling.”

•“I don’t understand
wrestling.”

•“I don’t like wrestling.”
None of  that matters.
The only thing that mat-

ters is that arguably the
most accomplished athlete
in the history of  Jay Coun-
ty High School, which will
celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary next year, is about to
begin competing in her
final season as a Patriot.

Take advantage of  this
opportunity so that some-
time down the road, when
Mallory is wrestling for
championships in college,
being inducted onto the Jay
County Wall of  Fame, when
she becomes an Indiana
High School Wrestling Hall
of  Famer — all of  which
will surely happen — you
can look back and say, “I
saw her when.”

See Rays page 7

Rays
of

insight

You’ll
want to
watch
Winner
this
winter

Making
stops

Jay County High
School’s Austin
Schoenline looks to
wrap up Daryea
Williams during the
sectional final game
that the Patriots
dropped 41-8 on Friday.
While Schoenline didn’t
manage the tackle, he
slowed Williams down
enough for Garrett
Bennett to come in and
complete the stop.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

By BEN GOESSLING
The Minnesota Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

MINNEAPOLIS — The
Vikings’ sixth win of  the
season, which began with
sour notes against a .500
opponent that had a history
of  peculiar games at U.S.
Bank Stadium, lacked the
polish of  the home victo-
ries that propelled their 5-0
start.

After two NFC losses in
five days, though, they
needed a win that would
help them keep pace in the
NFC North standings. They
also hoped for a perform-
ance that would recapture
some of  the foundation
they’d built early in the
year. The second half  of
their victory over the Indi-
anapolis Colts on Sunday
night provided a few call-
backs to what had helped
them early this year.

Three second-half  touch-
down passes from Sam
Darnold, and an unceasing
pass rush that short-cir-
cuited the Colts’ passing
game, helped the Vikings
overcome a sloppy first

half  and end a two-game
losing streak with a 21-13
win over Indianapolis.

All three of  the Vikings’
sacks came in the fourth
quarter, and the Vikings
allowed Joe Flacco to throw
for just 117 yards on his 17
second-half  attempts.
Though the Colts intercept-
ed Sam Darnold twice and
scored their only touch-
down on a controversial
fumble return, Darnold
completed 12 of  his 15 sec-
ond-half passes for 152
yards and three scores.

Justin Jefferson caught
seven passes for 137 yards,
but Darnold hit eight other
receivers, throwing touch-
down passes to three of
them.

Vikings right
ship in second
half to beat Colts

Minnesota
trailed 7-0 at

halftime


