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Don Wood, 85, Marion
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s temperature
topped out at 52 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 34.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low of  40. Expect partly cloudy
skies Saturday with a high in
the mid 50s. The high is
expected to reach 60 on Sun-
day.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay County Plan
Commission meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
the JCHS girls basketball game
against Hamilton Heights.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By JOHN T. BENNETT,
JACOB FULTON and
MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON —
Sen. John Thune on
Wednesday was elected the
next Senate majority
leader, as Republicans are
set to take over the cham-
ber in January — and with
a demanding President-
elect Donald Trump poise
to return to power.

Having defeated Texas
Sen. John Cornyn and
Florida Sen. Rick Scott,
the fourth-term South
Dakotan will replace
Mitch McConnell of  Ken-
tucky in January as the
chamber’s top Republican.
McConnell had held the
top GOP spot since taking
his party’s leadership
reins in early 2007, making
him minority leader in six
Congresses and majority
leader in three Congress-
es.

Thune defeated Cornyn
29-24 on the day’s second

ballot, with Scott eliminat-
ed from contention after
the first ballot, according
to a source inside the
Capitol’s Old Senate
Chamber, where Republi-
cans chose their next
leader.

Senate Republicans also
selected Sens. James
Lankford, R-Oklahoma, as
Republican Conference
vice chair; Shelley Moore
Capito, R-West Virginia,
as Republican Policy Com-
mittee chair; John Barras-
so, R-Wyoming, as assis-
tant majority leader; Tim
Scott, R-South Carolina,
as National Republican
Senatorial Committee
chair; and Tom Cotton, R-

Arkansas, as Republican
Conference chair.

At a press conference
after the secret ballot votes
Wednesday, Thune, flanked
by the other members of
the incoming leadership
team, said Republicans
would look to roll back
parts of  the Biden adminis-
tration’s agenda while also
addressing immigration
and energy policies.

“We have a mandate from
the American people, a
mandate not only to clean
up the mess left by the
Biden-Harris-Schumer
agenda, but also to deliver
on President Trump’s pri-
orities,” Thune said.

See Thune page 2

Thune elected leader

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

American Rescue Plan Act
dollars need to be allocated by
the end of  the year.

With December only a few
weeks away, options are limited.

Jay County Council was
reminded Wednesday about the
looming Dec. 31 deadline to allo-
cate American Rescue Plan Act
dollars. Use of  the federal fund-
ing provided to aid in communi-
ty responses to the COVID-19
pandemic must fall within cer-
tain guidelines, and the money
must be spent by Dec. 31, 2026.

“As you all know, we’re rapid-
ly approaching the end of  the

year, we have to have it allocat-
ed,” said council president Matt
Minnich. “We do not have any
projects, I believe, that would be
capable of  having actually a
contract in hand by the end of
this year.”

He suggested the county

approve an inter-local agree-
ment with Jay County Redevel-
opment Commission to allocate
the remaining American Rescue
Plan Act dollars, which total
just under $2.2 million.

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur noted the process may be

tricky to give redevelopment
commission the funding.

“I don’t think we can just say,
here’s $2.2 million dollars rede-
velopment commission, do some
projects with it,” he said. “I
think you’re going to have to
have a project that has a dollar
figure attached, or projects, it
could be more than one, but my
fear is we’re getting to the end
of  the line on that …”

He pointed to items on Jay
County Commissioners’ capital
improvement list and redevelop-
ment commission’s economic
development plan that have
broad estimates attached.

Other projects that have been

discussed as potential Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act projects
include building a multi-faceted
public safety facility, purchas-
ing new radios and related
equipment for county emer-
gency personnel and building
infrastructure for broadband
internet or housing.

Several of  those projects have
either come to a halt or likely
won’t have a contract ready to
sign before the December dead-
line, said Schemenaur.

“We’ve had a plan A, a plan B,
a plan C; I don’t think they’re
going to work,” he said. “So now
it’s time to look at D, E and F.”

See ARPA page 2

Decisions needed on ARPA $
COVID relief money must be

allocated by the end of the year

Noon grazing
A group of cows was in the pasture about noon Thursday along

county road 100 North just west of county road 200 East. skies were
overcast with temperatures in the mid 50s and intermittent drizzle.

By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The day after Indiana’s higher
education agency recommended
limiting capital projects in the
next two-year budget, colleges
and universities told lawmakers
they want more.

Higher Education Commis-
sioner Chris Lowery on Tues-
day recommended that the Gen-
eral Assembly fund each institu-
tion’s single-biggest capital pri-
ority, for a total of  $464 million.

He pushed for greater focus
on renovating or maintaining
existing facilities, noting the
“significant” operating cost sav-
ings that work brings.

But Ivy Tech Community Col-

lege and Indiana University
pointed out their numerous
campuses as they unveiled price
tags for multiple desired capital
projects, while Purdue Universi-
ty asked for more attention on

semiconductors alongside its
capital ask.

Some institutions pulled back
on operations requests, noting
the state’s fiscal position. Edu-
cation traditionally eats up half
of  Indiana’s budget, and law-
makers have grown more anx-
ious about fast-growing Medi-
caid spending following a $1 bil-
lion shortfall last year.

Outgoing Ivy Tech President
Sue Ellspermann said the sys-
tem’s 19 campuses provide
accessible, affordable and effec-
tive education to low-income,

first-generation and older stu-
dents, including those caring for
dependent family members.

“At a time when Hoosiers are
increasingly skeptical about the
value of  a college education or
degree, Ivy Tech stands out,”
she said. “Because, simply put,
Ivy Tech delivers.”

Ivy Tech is Indiana’s largest
post-secondary institution,
according to Ellspermann. But,
she contended, the state has
offered a larger proportion of
funds to other institutions.

See Requests page 2

Colleges make funding requests

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Alex Wong

Transition tradition
U.S. President Joe Biden shakes hands with U.S. President-

elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House on
Wednesday in Washington, D.C. Biden continued the tradition inviting
the newly-elected president to meet at the White House after Trump
won the presidential election on Nov. 5.

IU, Ivy Tech, Purdue
push for capital projects

S.D. senator will
take over for McConnell

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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Continued from page 1
He advised council to meet

with commissioners and the
redevelopment commission to
hash out how to spend the
remaining funds. 

Minnich suggested council
meet with commissioners at 6
p.m. Wednesday. (Redevelop-
ment commission is scheduled
to meet an hour prior in the
same space — the auditorium at
Jay County Courthouse.)

In related business, auditor
Emily Franks reminded council
about the need for her office and
Jay County Treasurer’s Office to
update financial software. Cur-
rently, their offices utilize out-
dated software that lacks cus-
tomer support availability and
software updates, among other
issues.

She proposed purchasing Low
Associates’ Windows Payroll
Financial Software at $256,521
with an additional $70,000 in

annual software maintenance.
(The county currently pays
$50,000 annually for software
maintenance with its existing
program.) She also suggested
council could consider using
American Rescue Plan Act
funds for the purchase. Franks
noted 69 other counties use Low
Associates’ software, and she
said her anticipated date for the
switch to the new software
would be July 1.

Council decided — absent
Cindy Bracy and Jeanne Houch-
ins — to meet at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day. Hopes are to hold a joint ses-
sion with commissioners.

Also Wednesday, council
agreed unanimously after an
earlier motion died for lack of  a
second to transfer $17,643 in
commissioners’ budget from the
group health insurance fund to
workman’s compensation fund
and $1,000 in Jay Superior
Court’s budget from the over-

time wages fund to the transla-
tor fund. 

The decisions initially had
been lumped into one motion,
but council later approved each
transfer in separate motions. 

Franks explained this year’s
workman’s compensation audit
resulted in a substantially high-
er amount because of  large rais-
es given to employees and higher
claims. After several seconds of
silence, county clerk Jon Eads
questioned what happens if  the
money isn’t transferred. Franks
said the county would still owe
the money. Sheriff  Ray Newton
told council the county needs
workman’s compensation. 

“I’m not sure why we’re not …
getting a second on this, but we
need this,” he said. “I mean, you
have some dangerous jobs out
there, so we need to cover these
employees.”

Addressing the $1,000 trans-
fer, Franks noted the funds are

transferred in anticipation of
translation services to be pro-
vided for court proceedings.

In other business, council
members Harold Towell, Dave
Haines, Matt Minnich, Randy
May and Faron Parr:

•Took no action on an addi-
tional appropriation for servic-
es provided by consulting firm
Rundell, Ernstberger and Asso-
ciates after a motion by Parr
died for lack of  a second. The
company worked on plans for
development the county’s 68
acres on the western edge of
Portland.

•Learned about a proposal
from consulting firm Waggoner,
Irwin, Scheele and Associates
to conduct a salary analysis and
update the county compensa-
tion system. 

•Made the following other
additional appropriations:
$816,033.75 for work completed
through an Indiana Department

of  Transportation Community
Crossings grant; $50,000 for
water leak repairs at Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse and $9,000 for
courthouse-related costs;
$25,000 for Jay County Health
Department from an annual
state grant; $3,900 for absentee
voter board wages in Jay Coun-
ty Clerk’s budget; and $2,031.40
for equipment repair in Jay
County surveyor’s budget.

•Approved various other
transfers, including $20,000 in
the commissioners’ budget
from employer Public Employ-
ees’ Retirement Fund to juve-
nile secure detention, $13,000
(Towell opposing) in Jay County
Country Living’s budget from
the financial cook wages fund to
county home part-time fund
and $12,000 (Towell also oppos-
ing) in the same budget from
the repairs and maintenance
wages to county home part-time
fund.

ARPA ...

Today
Clark, Mary: noon, Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Hough, Norma: 2 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Morgan, Sharon: 2 p.m.,
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City.

Tuesday
Hewson, Gerald: 10 a.m.,

Bailey-Love Mortuary, 35 West
Park Drive, Huntington.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
“Ivy Tech needs a bigger

piece of  the pie to deliver
for Indiana, for employers
and for Hoosiers,” she
said. “Despite the fact that
Ivy Tech produced nearly
half  of  post-secondary cre-
dentials last year, the col-
lege received 18% of  high-
er education operating
appropriations. Wouldn’t
it be rational for most
investors to invest more in
entities which deliver
more?”

Ellspermann noted the
system is self-funding a
capital project at a Fort
Wayne campus, but needs
state support for three
other projects totaling
nearly $120 million. The
campuses would raise and
pay for the remaining 10%
of  costs for their projects.

She outlined a $67 mil-
lion ask in Terre Haute,
noting the campus’ origi-
nal 60-year-old building
lacks a fire suppression
system and has outdated
labs. A $35 million request

for the “landlocked”
Evansville campus would
replace a partially used
strip mall with more room
for health care, automative
technology and Industry
4.0 efforts. And $15 million
would take down the
Michigan City campus’
current facility, an old hos-
pital, and build an
advanced manufacturing
facility.

Ellspermann also asked
lawmakers to keep a $9
million line item aimed at
graduating more nurses —
it was initially approved
during the pandemic’s
severe nursing crunch —
and to add $5 million so
that Ivy Tech can keep
offering high school stu-
dents free summertime
classes.

IU President Pamela
Whitten says the universi-
ty system has already
made some progress on its
recently adopted strategic
plan to support students,
foster research and serve
the state.

Continued from page 1
Trump did not formally

endorse a Senate leader
candidate, but Elon Musk,
the tech giant who has
become one of  his advis-
ers, did so on Sunday. He
backed Scott. Trump
addressed House Republi-
cans Wednesday morning
at a hotel near the Capitol,
but multiple members
said he did not address
the Senate GOP leader
race.

Still, the president-elect
congratulated Thune in a
post on Truth Social, his
social media platform.

“Congratulations to
Senator John Thune, the
Newly Elected Senate
Majority Leader. He
moves quickly, and will do
an outstanding job,”
Trump said.

Ideologically, Scott was
considered closest to
Trump. 

Intersection crash
Damage is estimated between

$2,500 and $5,000 after a Bluffton
man crashed into the back of  the
semi a Poneto man was driving at
the intersection of  Indiana 1 and
Indiana 18 about 9 a.m. Wednesday.

Jonathan M. Mygrant, 42, was

driving a 2024 Volvo truck south on
Indiana 1. As he approached the
intersection with Indiana 18, he
stopped behind a 2014 Kenworth
T680. Mygrant looked away from
the road, and he told police later he
thought the vehicle in front of  him
driven by 74-year-old Steven R.

Rush had continued into the inter-
section. Mygrant began driving
forward and crashed into the back
of  the vehicle Rush was driving.

The Volvo is registered to Maple
Creek Logistics of  Ossian, and the
Kenworth is registered to Smith’s
Garage and Trucking of  Poneto.

Donald Wood
April 28, 1939-Nov. 10, 2024

Donald E. Wood, 85, formerly of
Fort Recovery, passed away on
Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024, at Wesleyan
Health and Rehabilitation Center
in Marion, Indiana.

He was born on April 28, 1939, in
Cleveland, Ohio, to the late
Edward and Ruth (Jenisek) Wood.

In addition to his parents, Don-
ald was preceded in death by his
brother, Richard Wood; his broth-
ers-in-law, Phil Ahlers and Gary
Lockwood; and his special com-
panion, Martha Carlin.

Donald is survived by his daugh-
ters, Angie (Josh) Morris of  Pot-
terville, Michigan, Donette Wood
of  Barboursville, West Virginia,
and Lynette Wood Phillips of  Dac-
ula, Georgia; his grandchildren,
Lucy Morris, Nala Morris, Andrew

(Angel) Phillips and
Grant Phillips; his
great-grandson,
Milo Phillips; his
siblings, Barbara
Lockwood of  New
Mexico, Ralph (Deb-
bie) Wood of  Mis-
souri and Carolyn
Huntsman of  New
Mexico; his sister-in-law, Virginia
Wood of  Fort Recovery; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

After graduating from Fort
Recovery High School, Donald
enlisted in the United States Navy
in 1957 and served his country
until he was honorably discharged
in 1961. Upon returning home, he
worked for Huffy's in Celina, and
then later utilized his business
skills and creative talents to run
his own business. Later in life,
Donald began driving Amish fami-

lies around the country, which was
something he thoroughly enjoyed
doing.

Donald will be laid to rest during
a private graveside service at Mar-
ion National Cemetery in Marion,
Indiana.

In lieu of  flowers, the family
requests that you do an act of
kindness for a veteran in memory
of  Donald.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Thune ...

Requests ...

Capsule Reports

Obituaries

Wood

Lotteries

CR almanac

54/43 61/47 60/51 65/46 54/35
Mostly

sunny skies on
Saturday when
the high will be
in the mid 50s.

There’s a
40% chance
of showers
Wednesday
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Tuesday
when there’s
a 70%
chance of
rain.

Sunday’s
forecast shows
mostly cloudy
skies with a
slight chance of
rain.

Monday’s
forecast
looks to be
mostly sunny
with a 70%
chance of
showers late.

Saturday
11/16

Sunday
11/17

Monday
11/18

Tuesday
11/19

Wednesday
11/20

Powerball
9-20-26-43-58
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$130 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$387 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-1-1
Daily Four: 3-0-7-4
Quick Draw: 3-4-12-19-

21-24-26-39-40-44-48-49-61-
65-69-71-74-76-79-80

Evening
Daily Three: 3-1-2

Daily Four: 6-2-0-9
Quick Draw: 1-3-7-19-

23-32-45-48-50-51-53-57-59-
60-65-69-73-74-77-79

Cash 5: 5-10-11-19-25
Estimated jackpot:

$138,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-9-9
Pick 4: 4-3-3-0
Pick 5: 4-4-7-6-2
Evening
Pick 3: 1-8-3
Pick 4: 8-6-4-6
Pick 5: 3-6-1-8-7
Rolling Cash: 9-19-30-

32-36
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.30
Dec. corn ..................4.27
Wheat ......................4.31

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.40
Dec. corn ..................4.40
Jan. corn ..................4.42

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.25
Dec. corn ..................4.25
Beans........................9.81

Dec. beans ................9.81
Wheat ...................... 4.81

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.20
Dec. corn ..................4.21
Beans........................9.76
Dec. beans ................9.76
Wheat ......................4.81

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.22
Dec. corn ..................4.22
Beans........................9.56
Dec. beans ................9.63
Wheat ......................4.71

In 1972, Portland
Park Board outlined its
20-year plan that includ-
ed more neighborhood
parks, picnic areas, vol-
leyball/badminton
courts, basketball
courts, softball fields, a
lighted ice skating rink
and a public golf  course.

In 2001, Microsoft
released the Xbox video
game console.

In 2021, Jay School
Board agreed to donate
the former Judge Haynes
Elementary School build-
ing to The Portland Foun-
dation if  a county effort
to create a child care
facility moved forward.
After it stalled, the foun-
dation purchased the
building for $35,000 in
August 2022.

—The CR

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

5:30 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board executive session,
Jay County Country Liv-
ing, 1194 E. 200 North,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Advisory
Board, Jay County Coun-
try Living dining hall,
1194 E. 200 North, Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Fort Recovery
School Board, communi-
ty room, high school, 400
E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
2 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners special
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, Nov. 15, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,

will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My daughter,
“Virginia,” age 27, lives with her
boyfriend, “Ray,” on the East
Coast and teaches kindergarten.
Last month, she confided that she
had caught him cheating. She
saw texts on his phone. When she
confronted him, Ray immediately
confessed and was very apolo-
getic, but he also kept the
woman’s number in his phone. 

Ray will soon be moving to
another state, and her job will
end in about three weeks. Vir-
ginia is seriously considering
going with him and has also men-
tioned marriage. Her mother and
I are divorced due to her mother’s
infidelity, but we agree that we
will counsel her not to stay with
him. Although he took responsi-
bility, cheating is destructive in
any serious relationship. 

I have gone back and forth with
Virginia via email, but sometimes
she stops communicating. I
haven’t been harsh, but I did ask
her why Ray would keep the other
woman’s number unless he want-
ed to remain in contact with her. 

Can you think of  anything
else a worried dad can do to
help the situation? Obviously,
Virginia can ignore parental
advice and do what she wants. I
am also wondering what I can
say to Ray when I see him next.
I neither want to give him a
pass nor condemn him as a
monster. — STRONG DAD IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR DAD: Talk with your
daughter, face-to-face if  possi-
ble. Tell her that, as an adult,
she can do what she wants, but
as a caring parent, you cannot
stay silent. Remind her that
Ray KEPT THE OTHER
WOMAN’S NUMBER, which
means he intends at some
point to contact her. Explain

that, to you, this means he is
less committed to your daugh-
ter than he should be. 

As to what you might say to
Virginia’s boyfriend, tell him
you are disgusted by his self-
ishness and dishonesty, and he
doesn’t deserve your daughter.
If  you have any more thoughts
on the subject you would like
to share, feel free to air them.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: What would you

say about a man who offered his
wife’s siblings an all-expense-
paid trip to Paris, knowing that
his wife could not consider going
on such a trip because of  mobili-
ty issues? 

Full disclosure: The husband
and wife have been to Paris in the
past (when the wife’s health was
OK), but the husband feels the
need to go again and has no one
else to accompany him. His wife
will be left home alone to fend for
herself. Somehow, this whole deal
leaves a bad taste in my mouth.
Please set me straight. — HOME-
BODY IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR HOMEBODY: People
with physical disabilities trav-
el internationally all the time.
If  the husband has the money
to take his wife’s siblings on
an all-expense paid trip to
Paris, surely he could afford to
take his wife AND A CARE-
GIVER with him on that trip
down memory lane. That way,
she would be looked after and
still be able to enjoy the trip to
the degree that she’s able. Has
no one suggested it besides
me? 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Do you think it’s

unreasonable to ask an acquain-
tance/neighbor to send a quick
text before dropping by? This
neighbor lives within the same
development I do. She is friendly
enough, and we occasionally
walk our dogs together, but she
has a habit of  coming by unan-
nounced. 

I was out one afternoon and
noticed later while viewing my
security camera that she had
come by and brought with her

another woman and the woman’s
dog. I texted her and let her know
that I saw that she had stopped by,
and, in the future, I’d prefer she
texted me before stopping over.
Now she is offended and says she
will “never stop over again.” 

I saw her walk by my house
recently and came out to speak to
her. When I tried to talk to her,
she held up her hand and said,
“Don’t even speak to me!” I think
this is childish and drama-filled.
What do you think? — GROWN-
UP IN OHIO

DEAR GROWN-UP: I agree
with you. The woman overre-
acted to your text. This is one
of  the reasons I believe talking
on the phone or face-to-face is
a better way to communicate
because there’s less chance of
someone misconstruing a
terse message and taking
offense. As to her directive
that you should not speak to
her, take her up on it. Drop-
ping in on someone with no
warning is inconsiderate, bor-
dering on rude.

Grant accepted
Representatives of Dunkirk Brianna's

Hope are shown above accepting a $3,000 grant
from Elks National Foundation presented by Vicky
May, exalted ruler of Dunkirk Elks Lodge, and Elks
members.

Photo provided

Father frustrated with daughter’s denial
Dear
Abby
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

As the results rolled in Tues-
day night it became clear the 2024
general election was about the
Three I’s: inflation, immigration
and independents.

And all three favored Republi-
cans in what can only be called a
trouncing nationally and in Indi-
ana.

President-elect Donald
Trump’s victory was larger than
expected, and the Senate also
flipped to the GOP. Control of  the
U.S. House has not been finalized
but also is trending Republican.

In Indiana, voters chose
their fourth consecutive Republi-
can governor. And despite some
intrigue in the final weeks, it
wasn’t even close. Neither was
the attorney general or U.S. Sen-
ate races.

And while Democrats had
hoped to put a dent in legislative
GOP supermajorities, at this
point, not a single seat has

changed hands. A few remain
close with final ballots being
counted.

Which brings me back to the
Three I’s.

Inflation
Inflation is something hard for

any candidate to overcome. It’s in
every gallon of  milk or carton of
eggs people buy. It’s there every
time they write a check for their
rent or mortgage. And it’s in the
shrinking pot of  discretionary
money for vacations or home
improvements.

Conservative pollster Chris-
tine Matthews noted on X that
high inflation produces one-term

presidencies. The highest rates
were under former Presidents
Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter,
and the outgoing President Joe
Biden.

Some thought this election
would be a referendum on abor-
tion and reproductive rights. But
after two cycles it is clear the
issue doesn’t swing elections —
especially here in Indiana.

When given the opportunity to
vote directly on abortion access,
many Americans support such
freedoms. But Hoosiers have lim-
ited access to ballot measures.
And when stacked next to wages
and the economy, voters — espe-
cially those in the working class
— place those issues higher.

Immigration
Next up is immigration. Even

those supportive and welcoming
of  immigrants coming to the
United States were bothered by
the pace and scope of  the border
crossings. And Republicans did a
masterful job of  ramping up the

fear around crime and illegal vot-
ing.

Democrats, meanwhile, under-
estimated its impact from early
on in President Joe Biden’s term.

Exit polling showed immigra-
tion was not the primary issue
for voters but regularly ranked in
the top five.

About 57% of  voters in an
October New York Times/Siena
College poll said they supported
deporting immigrants living in
the country illegally, including
about 30% of  Democrats and 58%
of  independents. (About 85% of
Republicans supported deporta-
tion.)

Independents
And speaking of  independents,

with Republicans and Democrats
entrenched on either side, the
voters in the middle had their
say.

Self-identified independents
accounted for a larger share of
voters in Tuesday’s U.S. presiden-
tial election than Democrats and

were tied with Republicans,
Reuters reported. The independ-
ent share stood at 34% in the lat-
est update of  the Edison
Research exit poll, compared
with 34% for Republicans and
32% for Democrats.

Republicans on the state and
national levels now have man-
dates — and it’s time to govern.

On the state level, I expect com-
plex discussions on helping poor
residents with medical care, cut-
ting taxes while maintaining
services and improving Indiana’s
economy.

Hopefully, our leaders will use
that mandate judiciously and
responsibly, and treat all
Hoosiers with respect and empa-
thy.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Three I’s dominate election results

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Cerebrospinal fluid
leaks, caused by tears or
holes in the spinal cord, are
rare and difficult to identi-
fy. Because the symptoms
aren’t uncommon —
including nausea, neck
pain, ringing in the ears
and debilitating positional
headaches — patients can
spend years without a
proper diagnosis. Some
have been told they have
allergies.

As in a growing number
of  medical fields, artificial
intelligence may upend the
way such maladies are
detected and treated —
boosting accuracy, saving
money and in many cases
drastically improving
lives. While most AI-
enabled devices approved
by U.S. regulators today are
diagnostic, the potential
uses of  the technology in
health care are vast, from
automating tedious admin-
istrative tasks to accelerat-
ing drug discovery. By
some estimates, broad
adoption of  AI could save
up to $360 billion in annual
health spending.

Spinal fluid leaks may
offer a glimpse of  what’s
ahead. While an MRI can
show changes in the brain
that suggest a leak, finding
the source — often a teeny,
irregularly dribbling tribu-
tary, which can occur any-
where along the spine —
requires the higher spatial
resolution of  a CT scanner.
Yet the core technology
running such machines
hasn’t meaningfully
improved in decades.

Now that’s changing. So-
called photon-counting CT
scanners use AI and
advanced semiconductors
to detect previously invisi-
ble spinal leaks, enabling
treatment and often lead-
ing to full recovery.
Patients have described the
technology as life-chang-
ing.

Beyond neurology, such
scanners can identify small
irregularities before they
become major health
threats. Their ability to
screen for cardiovascular
disease and stroke, two of
the top causes of  death
globally, could revolution-
ize preventative care.

A key challenge for AI-
reliant medical devices is
the amount of  data needed
to train their models. In
the U.S., such information
is often siloed in provider
and hospital databases.
The government has
invested billions of  dollars

to encourage data sharing.
Yet more than 60% of  hos-
pitals reported at least one
major barrier to informa-
tion exchanges last year;
roughly 70% are still using
fax machines.

Improving this picture
should be a priority. The
accuracy and usefulness of
AI models depend on inno-
vators gaining access to
vast troves of  data. Encour-
agingly, the private sector is
in the early stages of  build-
ing other AI tools that can
process “unstructured”
data. But while U.S. health
agencies have shown inter-
est, they haven’t fully
embraced such products
for regulatory purposes.

Lawmakers, too, can do
their part. With funding
from Congress, agencies
can collaborate to develop a
large dataset of  high-quali-
ty and anonymized patient
information for AI train-
ing. Models trained on
“regulatory grade data,” as
former Food and Drug
Administration Commis-
sioner Scott Gottlieb puts
it, would improve diagnos-
tic accuracy and could be
granted streamlined
approvals. Last week, the
FDA and Department of
Veterans Affairs
announced one such plan
— a joint “health AI lab” —
to test AI tools using VA
data.  Narrowing the FDA’s
mission might also make
better use of  limited
resources.

Relying on AI for diag-
noses and preventative
screenings isn’t without
drawbacks. In addition to
cost, there’s a risk of
unnecessary or harmful
interventions. Ultimately,
though, faster, more accu-
rate scans will become
more affordable and
increase access, especially
for high-risk patients. It’s
worth noting the initial
skepticism of  preventative
CT scans for smokers
quickly dissipated once
research showed screen-
ings drastically reduced the
risk of  lung cancer.

The ability for AI to
improve the lives of
patients is no longer theo-
retical. With increased
access to data, AI-driven
treatment can become the
standard of  care.

AI tools will
change medicine

By JONATHAN LEVIN
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

U.S. bond markets have had a
minor meltdown since former Pres-
ident Donald Trump pulled ahead
in prediction markets and then
won a second term Tuesday, putting
upward pressure on mortgages and
other household borrowing costs.

If  the move continues, it could be
a major source of  disappointment
for voters who trusted Trump to
improve housing affordability and
the cost of  living.

Fortunately, there’s a clear way
for him to mitigate that damage
and start his term on the right foot
with bond markets: He should
declare his full faith in Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell,
whose term runs until May 2026,
and pledge to hold his tongue on
matters of  monetary policy.

I know this is a long shot, but
hear me out.

On the back of  the worst infla-
tion in four decades, Trump’s agen-
da of  new import tariffs and high
deficits has made bond investors
understandably nervous. Trump’s
record of  antagonism toward the
country’s independent central
bank, the key safeguard against
higher prices, only makes this
worse.

During his first term, Trump
famously berated Powell on Twitter
for keeping rates too high. He has
said that he wouldn’t reappoint
Powell in 2026. Meanwhile, theories
have swirled about ways that the
new president could push out or try
to undermine Powell before then
(in an interview with Bloomberg
Businessweek, Trump denied he
would fire the Fed chair, but he also
seemed to caveat his response: “I
would let him serve (his term) out
especially if  I thought he was doing

the right thing,” he told the publi-
cation on June 25).

The issue reemerged Thursday at
the Fed’s press conference after poli-
cymakers lowered the fed funds rate
by a quarter percentage point to
4.5% to 4.75%. Here’s the terse
exchange between Powell and Politi-
co reporter Victoria Guida:

Guida: Some of  the president
elect’s advisors have suggested that
you should resign. If  he asked you to
leave, would you go?

Powell: No.
Guida: Can you follow up on — do

you think that legally you’re not
required to leave?

Powell: No.
Chair Powell was not messing

around. Yields on 10-year notes ini-
tially fell around four basis points
on the back of  that comment, cap-
ping an 11-basis-point drop on the
day.

Unfortunately, I’m fully aware that
my peace plan may not be well
received. Trump does not have an
impressive record of  pragmatism,
nor is he known for extending olive
branches to those with whom he dis-
agrees. His first term was marked by
a uniquely high rate of  turnover in
his cabinet, the firings often filled
with reality show-like intrigue. He
freely said what he thought, some-
times at the expense of  jumps in
yields and stock market volatility.

And this time, he’s surrounded
himself  with people who seem disin-
terested in reining in his impulses.

Hedge fund manager Scott Bessent, a
Trump adviser who could be a candi-
date for Treasury secretary, has float-
ed the idea of  nominating a “shad-
ow” Fed chair who could start com-
municating with markets on a new
direction for monetary policy even
before Powell’s time is up — a dan-
gerous departure that could cause
real damage to the central bank’s
policy credibility. What’s more, with
the recent inflation experience and
an even more daunting deficit pic-
ture, Trump may find a market that’s
more sensitive to his whims than it
was during his previous term.

It sure looks as though Trump is
stuck with Powell for the next year
and a half  and even after, since his
14-year term on the Fed board does-
n’t end until 2028. Trump can make
this easy, or he can make it hard.

Choosing to undermine the Fed
chair is a missed opportunity. Powell
is a steady hand who — for whatever
missteps he made by keeping rates
low in late 2021 — has engineered a
relatively miraculous disinflation
without driving up unemployment.
He can use this hard-won reputation
to help ensure that sustained high
borrowing costs don’t snuff  out a
housing recovery before it even
starts and generally weigh on eco-
nomic growth. That would also make
it harder for Trump to build consen-
sus around policy goals such as tar-
iffs and tax cuts. Keeping Powell in
the job is the right move for America
— and probably the right move for
Trump, who will need the economy
at its best ahead of  the 2026 midterm
elections.

There’s simply no upside for
Trump in dragging out his beef  with
the Fed chief. If  only that were a suf-
ficient restraint.

••••••••••
Levin is a columnist focused

on U.S. markets and economics.
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By JORDAN STRICKLER
University of Kentucky

University of  Ken-
tucky Martin-Gatton Col-
lege of  Agriculture, Food
and Environment
researchers are turning
one of  the state’s largest
and fastest-growing indus-
tries into an unlikely
renewable energy source.  

In a study published in
the Journal of  Environ-
mental Management led
by Tyler Barzee, assistant
professor of  Biosystems
and Agricultural Engi-
neering (BAE) and faculty
fellow at the UK James B.
Beam Institute for Ken-
tucky Spirits (JBBI),
Czarena Crofcheck, profes-
sor of  BAE and faculty fel-
low at JBBI, and graduate
researcher Danielle Hock-
ensmith, the team discov-
ered that stillage — a left-
over byproduct from bour-
bon and whiskey produc-
tion — holds the potential
to be a sustainable energy
supply.

This is where anaerobic
digestion, a process that
transforms organic mate-
rial into renewable natu-
ral gas by using microor-
ganisms without oxygen,
plays a role. 

This finding, plus the
expectation that bourbon
production will double in
the next five years, could
position Kentucky as a
leader in both bourbon
and renewable energy. 

“Stillage has been piling
up, and there just aren’t
enough cattle to consume
it all,” Crofcheck said. “So,
distilleries are beginning
to explore new ways to use
this material, and renew-
able energy is one of  the
most promising solu-
tions.”

The team’s research
analyzed how the composi-
tion of  bourbon stillage
impacts the amount of

renewable natural gas gen-
erated. Whiskey and bour-
bon production involves a
variety of  mash bills.  

The researchers found
that these differences sig-
nificantly alter the biogas
output during anaerobic
digestion. This discovery
provides distilleries with
critical insights into how
their byproducts can be
efficiently turned into
energy, with each type of
mash bill producing differ-
ent methane and carbon
dioxide levels. 

While this process is
common in waste manage-
ment for agriculture and
wastewater treatment
industries, it is still rela-
tively new to Kentucky’s
bourbon industry. Some
large distilleries are lead-
ing the way by incorporat-
ing anaerobic digesters to
convert their stillage into
renewable natural gas.
The benefits are twofold:
distilleries can use the gas
for their operations, reduc-
ing their reliance on exter-
nal energy and lowering
waste disposal costs. 

The researchers noted
that the gas can be used in
multiple ways, including
fueling trucks, heating
homes or generating elec-
tricity. This creates a valu-
able opportunity for dis-
tilleries to cut energy costs
and become more self-suf-
ficient. Some distilleries
are exploring the possibili-
ty of  using their renew-
able gas to power their
operations, such as steam
boilers, which are essen-
tial for production. 

“This study shows that
not only can distilleries
help alleviate the environ-
mental burden of  excess
stillage, but they can also
create a circular system
where waste turns into
fuel,” Barzee said. “This is
a local solution that could

position Kentucky as a
leader in both bourbon
and renewable energy.” 

The project also high-
lights the broader impact
that stillage-based energy
production can have. The
researchers calculated the
potential energy yield
from distillery waste as
part of  the study. If  imple-
mented at scale, anaerobic
digestion could provide
significant energy, equiva-
lent to powering entire dis-
tillery operations or neigh-
boring facilities. It can
also be upgraded to renew-
able natural gas, a
pipeline-quality gas that
can replace conventional
natural gas. 

Hockensmith, who
worked on the project as
part of  her master’s
research, personally gath-
ered and analyzed 14 dif-
ferent samples of  stillage
from Kentucky distiller-
ies. 

“This project was
extremely exciting
because it provided some
insight into a much larger
problem and provides a
potential solution for one
of  the state’s largest indus-
tries,” Hockensmith said.
“I had the opportunity to
visit distilleries I had
never visited before. Engi-
neering is all about prob-
lem solving and continu-
ous improvement, and this
project was exactly that.” 

The work is already
catching the attention of
major distillers, and Ken-
tucky could soon see an
increase in digesters dedi-
cated to processing bour-
bon stillage. Beyond indi-
vidual distilleries, the
research opens doors to
regional hubs where
smaller producers could
contribute stillage to cen-
tralized digesters, creating
a network of  renewable
energy production.

Industry offers new path

By ERICKA BETHEL
Purdue Ag News

In 2022, after serving in the
Army for 30 years, Colonel Joe
Ricker began exploring his next
chapter in civilian life. Ricker
joined the Department of
Defense’s SkillBridge Program,
allowing service members to
explore opportunities that might
fit them as they transition out of
their military careers. There,
Ricker encountered the AgrAbil-
ity program headquartered at
Purdue University and found his
“next mission.”

Not only did Ricker discover
his new path in agriculture, but
he also developed a desire to help
other veterans. “I am passionate
about supporting anything,
whether it helps veterans get
into the ag community or will
help them as they transition into
civilian life or keep them from
hurting themselves,” Ricker
said.

AgrAbility’s vision is to
enhance the quality of  life for
farmers, ranchers and other
agricultural workers with dis-
abilities. National Manager Paul
Jones has been with the organi-
zation for 26 of  the organizations’
33 years and notes that while
AgrAbility always served veter-
ans, it was not until 2012 that
they officially noticed a need to
expand those services.

“While we have served veter-
ans from the beginning, it wasn’t
necessarily a real focus until we
held a veteran-related conference
in 2012. After that conference, we
realized this was an area where
we needed continued effort,”
Jones said.

He recalls that through popu-
lar press and the work being
done by the USDA it became
clear there was a growing desire
for veterans returning from
active duty to do something dif-
ferent than they had done before,
and many had seen or unseen
disabilities which fit AgrAbili-
ty’s mission.

As the veteran outreach coor-
dinator, Ricker supports the vet-
erans, such as John Antill, a for-
mer Corporal in the US Marine
Corps and retired captain in
the  National Guard US Army,
through the AgrAbility project.
Antill owns and operates Little
Critters Nursery in Edinburgh,
Indiana.

“I contacted AgrAbility to dis-
cuss some issues I had about
problems with my back and what
they could do to assist me with
my specific problems,” Antill
said. “They assisted with many

ideas to accommodate me in my
work. AgrAbility helped me with
everything from seed planters to
help in designing a specialized
rabbit cage system that would
help collect the waste so I would-
n’t have to empty trays and possi-
bly injure myself  further.”

Not only does Ricker assist vet-
erans with accessibility issues,
but he also helps veterans experi-
ence agriculture to see if  it might
be a fit for them as they transi-
tion to civilian life. According to
the USDA’s 2022 Census of  Agri-
culture, there are 6,621 producers
with military service in Indiana.
While some of  these veterans
have asked for help, there are
other veterans with no exposure
to agriculture who are looking
for something new. Ricker is driv-
en to help them discover if  agri-
culture might be a fit for them.

This need is being met through
partnerships with groups such
as the United States Department
of  Agriculture, which provides
grants and other local partners
like Hoosier Uplands with
the Indiana AgVets Ag Program.

The Indiana AgVets Certification
and Internship Program is an
agricultural career training
opportunity specifically for U.S.
military veterans in Indiana or
surrounding states. Their pro-
gram provides veterans with the
opportunity to spend 400 hours
on a farm, and receive a stipend
of  $15 an hour. Veterans are
matched with different farms
and participate in various agri-
culture opportunities, from cattle
ranching to beekeeping.

Purdue has also been a partner
to AgrAbility from its genesis,
providing a home and a partner-
ship through Purdue Extension
efforts and more.

“Being part of  the Extension
network has been very valuable
in our work in terms of  having
access to the educators and the
events that Extension is involved
in,” said Jones.

While exposure to agricultural
careers is one focus of  AgrAbili-
ty, Ricker says the program also
remains committed to support-
ing veterans with disabilities
through their work. “I don’t

know if  I’ve ever come across a
client who says they don’t have
some physical impairment, in
one way or another, from their
time in service. Sometimes you
don’t see it. It’s PTSD or TBI.
Sometimes, it’s like me, with
arthritis that I fight through. Our
goal is always to make every-
thing in agriculture more acces-
sible for those we serve.”  

Ricker believes agriculture
can also be an excellent fit for
many veterans because of  its
therapeutic nature. “I think vet-
erans come out of  service and
are trying to find what they’re
best suited for in this new chap-
ter. There are a lot of  opportuni-
ties out there. You will see art
and music programs that provide
therapeutics. Digging in the dirt
next to another veteran can pro-
vide an opportunity to open up.
There is a whole plethora of
goodness to agriculture.”

Like any good mission, it suc-
ceeds when both sides benefit,
and Ricker acknowledges that
this work is benefiting the agri-
culture industry as well as the

veterans. “Veterans are a gift to
the ag industry as well. These are
individuals who are success-dri-
ven. They are trained that every
mission has to be successful. Vet-
erans are also community and
service-minded. Many of  them
are searching for ways to give
back in what they are doing in
agriculture, whether that is
donating back some of  what they
grow to feed their community at
large or other veterans. They are
looking for ways to return to
their community and reconnect
and being a part of  the agricul-
tural community is one way to
make that happen.”

By facilitating access to
resources, education and hands-
on experiences, AgrAbility not
only supports veterans in their
transition to civilian life but also
works to help enhance their qual-
ity of  life. As Ricker and his team
continue to empower veterans
like Antill, they demonstrate that
with the right support, every vet-
eran can embrace new opportu-
nities and thrive in their next
mission. 

Service to soil

Purdue University

Veterans visit an orchard as part of the AgrAbility program headquartered at Purdue University. AgrAbility seeks to
enhance the quality of life for farmers, ranches and other agriculture workers with disabilities.

Veterans find new purpose through AgrAbility
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tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

Leave Message

260-341-3023

All Types of 
construction
New Homes, 
Remodeling, 

A & S Building 
Construction, LLC

 Garages, Barns,  
Concrete work , Basement &  

Foundation Replacement

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ACA Marketplace
health insurance

OPEN
ENROLLEMENT

November 1, 2024
to

January 15, 2025

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning

November 16th, 2024
9:30 A.M.

GUNS-FISHING EQUIP-
MENT-OLD ITEMS
Winchester gun safe;

Winchester Model 12-12
gauge pump; Remington
Model 770 w/scope;

winchester model 1400-
12 gauge semi-automat-
ic with vent rib;  Smith
Wesson 44 caliber pis-
tol;  holsters; fiberglass
cane pole; fly rod; sever-
al bait casters to include
open face and closed
face; tackle boxes; sev-
eral old fishing lures; US
bayonet; Portland Forge
anvils; and other items

not listed.  
MOWER-TOOLS

Simplicity ZT1500 zero
turn mower with

Kawasaki engine and
42” deck; Century 115V
arc welder;  Craftsman
12” bandsaw; Dewalt
13” thickness planer;
Tool Shop air compres-
sor; Craftsman roto zip;
Skil plate joiner; bolt cut-
ter; Biscuit joiner;  vise
grips; several furniture
clamps; palm sanders;
drop cords; and many
other items not listed.

SHARON CAVANAUGH
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday December 7th,

2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 2119 S US
27

PORTLAND, IN.
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Nov. 17th & Sunday

Nov. 24th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch home con-
taining 1390 sq. ft. fin-
ished living area.  Black-
top driveway. GFA with
Central air.  19’ x 25’

attached garage, and an
18’ x 24’ detached

garage.  Nicely situated
on two lots containing
1.65 acres in a prime

location.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-LAWN AND

GARDEN
12’ x 10’ portable stor-
age building.  Oak pie
safe, Kitchen cabinet,
(2) Childs rockers, Par-
lor table, Garden plow,
Parry Buggies ther-

mometer, (2) 3 cushion
sofas, Kenmore upright
freezer, Whee horse

520-H riding mower with
48” cut and snowblower,
Craftsman 10” table
saw, Porch Swing, 3

hole dog box for pickup
truck, Garage and shop
tools.  Several items not

to mention.
OWNER: Richard L.

Manor
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday November

16th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 5691 S 600
E (Gas City), Marion, IN
LOADER-TRACTORS-
TRUCKS-COMBINES
Case W14 wheel loader
with material bucket,

Bobcat MT 52 with Kub-
ota diesel and material
bucket,  Kubota L35
tractor with loader and
backhoe, International
1256 tractor with cab,
weights, and duals,

1960 Reo Gold Comet
Grain truck with 16’ bed,
International 6 row corn

head with cart.

FARM EQUIPMENT-
MISC.

Steiger 9 shank disc
chisel, JD 7000 12 row
planter, Great Plains

folding drill, International
1190 haybine, New Hol-
land hayliner 68 sq.

baler, News idea single
axle PTO manure

spreader, Cross double
chain elevator, Bench
with Ammco 1000 break
lathe and grinder, Elec-
tric golf cart, Large auc-
tion, several items not

mentioned.
OWNER; Max Kirkwood
Estate, by Steve Kirk-

wood
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday November

23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 6160 E 100
N

Portland, IN
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Nov. 10th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.

REAL ESTATE
3 bedroom home con-
taining 1150 sq. ft. fin-
ished living area.  GFA
with Central air.  30 x 40

pole barn.  Several
recent updates.  Nicely
situated on 2 acres.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD-MISC
Knock down wardrobe,
Wall, mantle, & came
back clocks, Christmas
blow molds, GE Washer

& dryer, Frigidaire
upright freezer, Howard
Miller grandfather clock,
Barcalounger lift chair
(new),  Leather loveseat
with matching chair
(new), Electric guitar,

Line amp., 3pt post hole
auger, Roll-away tool
box, Portable air com-

pressor.
OWNER; Linda Arnold
Estate, Michael Slusser

PR
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

THE 

CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that the
Jonathon C. Cassel and Natalie
R. Cassel have filed a petition
asking the City of Dunkirk to va-
cate and abandon part of a cer-
tain alleys located in the 300
block of East High Street in the
City of Dunkirk, Indiana. This
matter has been scheduled for
hearing before the Dunkirk City
Council on the 25th day of
November, 2024 at 7:00 o’clock
p.m. in the City Council Cham-
bers located at 131 S Main
Street, Dunkirk, Indiana. Any
person may appear at the hear-
ing and object to the proposed
vacation and abandonment as
provided by law. 

Kara Lowe 
Dunkirk City Clerk-Treasurer 
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 Visit Us At: 
thecr.com

Pictured is the
2024-25 Fort Recovery
boys bowling team. Front
row from left are Eli
Lennartz, Riley Grieshop,
Drew Backs and Anthony
Roessner. Back row are
coach Corey Gerlach,
Reece LeFevre, Gabe
Acheson, Garrett Diller
and assistant coach Jerry
Vogel.

2023-24 season
The Indians got off to a

hot start last season, claim-
ing five of six matches
through the first month and
a half. They faltered in early
January, leading to an 8-4
record, 4-3 in the MAC to
place fourth. Fort Recovery
made up for it in the MAC
tournament, dominating the
field with a score of 2,629,
beating runner-up New Bre-
men by 169 pins. FRHS
placed third in the sectional
meet with 3,740 to claim
one of four district berths.
The Tribe fell 65 pins short
of a trip to state despite
knocking down a total of
4,029. Senior Lucas Ache-
son won MAC Player of the
Year, but came up short of
an individual  berth by 39.

Boys projected lineup
Gabe Acheson

Drew Backs

Garrett Diller

Riley Grieshop

Reece LeFevre

Eli Lennartz

Anthony Roessner

Key departures
Lucas Acheson

215.8 average pinfall

Austin Steinbrunner
192.3 average pinfall

Owen Knapke
180.2 average pinfall

Nate Jutte
180.2 average pinfall

Key returners

2024-25 Fort Recovery bowling preview

Girls projected lineup
Jordyn Aisenbrey
Deanna Brown
Saidy DeRoo

Kayla Heitkamp
Emily Lauber
Ella Schoen
Lilah Thien

Maddie Weigel
Jadyn Wyerick

Key returners
Ella Schoen

171.3 average pinfall

Emily Lauber
168.9 average pinfall

Kayla Heitkamp
156.9 average pinfall

Deanna Brown
151.1 average pinfall

Riley Grieshop
197.2 average pinfall

Gabe Acheson
172.5 average pinfall

Key departures

Brooklyn Wyerick
172.3 average pinfall

Pictured is the
2024-25 Fort Recovery
girls bowling team. Front
row from left are Jordyn
Aisenbrey, Kayla
Heitkamp, Emily Lauber,
Ella Schoen and Saidy
DeRoo. Back row are
assistant coach Steve
Westgerdes, Deanna
Brown, Maddie Weigel,
Jadyn Wyerick, Lilah Thien
and coach Alison Roseg-
rant.

2023-24 season
The Indians had their

best season in program
history last year, finishing
6-0 in the Midwest Athletic
Conference to claim the
title and remain undefeat-
ed in non-conference
matches as well. Fort
Recovery rolled into the
postseason by taking the
MAC tournament champi-
onship by 22 pins over
Coldwater. FRHS fell 91
pins short of the sectional
championship, but still
moved on to the district
meet, where it also fin-
ished as the runner-up to
clinch a state berth. The
Tribe ultimately fell 13 pins
short of a top-eight finish
in the first round.

2024-25 Schedule
Date Opponent Location Time
Saturday, Nov. 16 Memorial*** Plaza Lanes 9:15 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 23 Mississinewa Valley* Miracle Lanes 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 27 Richmond* Richmond 40 Bowl 5 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 30 St. Henry (non-con)* Pla-Mor Lanes   9:15 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 7 Elks Invitational** Poelking Lanes 9 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 Marion Local*** Miracle Lanes 9:15 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Parkway*** Speedway Lanes  9:15 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 28 St. Henry* Community Lanes  9:15 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 29 Richmond* Miracle Lanes 1 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 BHS Classic** T-P Lanes 9 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Versailles*** Speedway Lanes  9:15 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Fort Loramie*** Miracle Lanes 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 New Bremen*** Plaza Lanes 9:15 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Ansonia*** Miracle Lanes 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Coldwater*** McBo’s Lanes 9:15 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Minster*** Pla-Mor Lanes  9:15 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 MAC Tournament** Community Lanes 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 MAC Tournament* Community Lanes  9:15 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Sectional** Rollhouse Dayton 9 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13 Sectional* Rollhouse Dayton 9 a.m.
Tuesday Feb. 18 District* Beaver-Vu Lanes  9:45 a.m.
Wednesday Feb. 19 District** Beaver-Vu Lanes  9 a.m.
Friday Feb. 28 State** H.P. Lanes  TBA
Saturday March 1 State* H.P. Lanes  TBA
Home matches in bold
*Boys only matches, **Girls only matches, ***Both boys and girls compete
During MAC matches, girls will start at approximately 1 p.m.

Coach Corey Gerlach
says:

“We’ve got a young
group of kids. It’s going to
initially be, maybe a bit of a
rebuild, but what I’d really
like to see is us some-
where on the top part of
the MAC leaderboard
again this year like we
have the past couple of
years. I think that’s a possi-
bility, it’s just going to take
some dedication.”

Fast facts
•Gerlach plans to utilize several JV players at the varsity

level throughout the season including Clint Pottkotter, A.J.
Siefring, Troy Post, Leland Wilson and Riley Stammen.

•The girls team made it to the state tournament for the
first time in program history following Abigail Lauber, sister
of Emily Lauber, who made it as an individual.

•Both coach Corey Gerlach and Alison Rosegrant are
entering their ninth seasons as the coach of the Indians.

•The boys team loses MAC Player of the year Lucas
Acheson, while the girls lose 1st-teamer Brooklyn Wyerick.

Coach Alison Rosegrant says:
“We’re really excited this year because we have four of our starters from last year’s

team that went to state. So, we’re coming in with a very strong varsity base. We have three
new girls that we picked up this year, all of which bowled in the youth program, so they’re
coming in with already some years of experience under their belts. So we’re looking to
have a very strong start to the season and hopefully that carries through all the way and
we can make it to state again this year.”
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• We are accepting new patients
• We offer all general dentistry
• Complete cosmetic dentistry
• Root Canals
•Anxiety-Free oral sedation
• Payment plans
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Sports
Friday, November 15, 2024

The FRHS bowling teams
open the season Saturday,
see previews page 7

JCHS girls basketball hosts
Hamilton Heights Saturday,

see Sports on tap

Local schedule
Saturday

Jay County — Girls basketball vs.
Hamilton Heights – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys and girls bowl-
ing vs. St. Mary’s at Celina – 9:15 a.m.;
Girls basketball scrimmage at Fort
Loramie – 9:30 a.m.

TV sports
Today

5 p.m. — College basketball: Virginia
at Villanova (TNT)

6 p.m. — College basketball: TCU at
Michigan (FS1)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: UConn at North Carolina (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Monmouth at Rutgers (BTN)

7 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tourna-
ment: Miami Heat at Indiana Pacers
(FDSN Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tourna-
ment: Los Angeles Lakers at San Anto-
nio Spurs (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College football: North
Texas at UTSA (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Mar-
quette at Maryland (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Washington State at Iowa (BTN)

9 p.m. — College football: UCLA at
Washington (FOX)

10 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tourna-
ment: Memphis Grizzlies at Golden State
Warriors (ESPN)

10:15 p.m. — College football: Hous-
ton at Arizona (FS1)

Saturday
12 p.m. — College football: Texas at

Arkansas (ABC); Tulane at Navy (ESPN2);
Ohio State at Northwestern (BTN); Clem-
son at Pitt (ESPN); Utah at Colorado
(FOX)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Wake
Forest at Xavier (FS1)

12 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Gotham FC

at Washington Spirit (CBS)
1 p.m. — College basketball: Notre

Dame at Georgetown (NBC)
1 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at

Boston Bruins (FDSN Indiana)
2:30 p.m. — College football: Michi-

gan State at Illinois (FS1)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Virginia

at Notre Dame (NBC); Penn State at Pur-
due (CBS); LSU at Florida (ABC); Boston
College at SMU (ESPN)

4 p.m. — College football: Nebraska
at USC (FOX); Baylor at West Virginia
(ESPN)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Yale at
Minnesota (BTN)

6 p.m. — College football: Rutgers at
Maryland (FS1)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Bowling
Green at Michigan State (BTN); Florida
Atlantic at Liberty (YouTube)

7 p.m. — College football: Arizona
State at Kansas State (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Ten-
nessee at Georgia (ABC); Oregon at Wis-
consin (NBC)

8 p.m. — College football: Cincinnati
at Iowa State (FOX); UAB at Memphis
(ESPN2)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Loyola
Marymount at Saint Louis (FDSN Indi-
ana)

9:30 p.m. — College football: Wash-
ington State at New Mexico (FS1)

10:15 p.m. — College football:
Kansas at BYU (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — College football: San
Diego State at UNLV (FS1)

Local notes
Final race

The final race in the Adams County
5K Challenge is the Rainbow Lake 5K
Run/Walk, will take place on Nov. 26.

Preregistration can be done at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

San Antonio Spurs head
coach Gregg Popovich suf-
fered a mild stroke this
month, and his absence
remains indefinite, the
team announced Wednes-
day.

He is expected to make a
full recovery.

Popovich, a five-time
champion head coach with
the Spurs who is also the
team’s president, suffered
the stroke on Nov. 2 at San
Antonio’s Frost Bank Cen-
ter. He did not coach in
that night’s win over the
Minnesota Timberwolves,
and he missed each of  the
next five games as well.

The Spurs, who had not
previously specified
Popovich’s health issue,
said Wednesday that the
75-year-old has started a
rehabilitation program.

“At this point, a timeline
for his return to the side-
lines has not been deter-
mined,” the Spurs said in a
statement. “During this
time, the organization is
grateful to the extended
community for providing
privacy and space to the
Popovich family.”

The Spurs began
Wednesday with a 5-6
record and were 3-3 under
interim head coach Mitch
Johnson.

“Pop’s impact on our
organization, from the
players that he’s coached
and the staff  that’s worked
with him and the commu-
nity of  San Antonio, it’s
hard to articulate or put
into words,” Johnson, a
Spurs assistant since 2019,
said during his pregame
press conference on Nov. 4.

“Right now, his health is
the number one priority,
and we support him in that
100 percent. I talked to him
last night. He’s in good
spirits. He’ll be OK. He is

OK, and we can’t wait to
have him back.”

Popovich is in his 29th
season as the Spurs’ head
coach. His 1,390 wins in
the regular season are the
most by a head coach in
NBA history.

He won championships
in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2007 and
2014, each of  which fea-
tured Hall of  Fame power
forward Tim Duncan on
the Spurs’ roster. Popovich
is a three-time NBA Coach
of  the Year.

Popovich is now in
charge of  leading a rebuild
for the Spurs, who have
finished with a 22-60
record in both of  the last
two seasons.

At the forefront of  that
rebuild is 7-4 center Victor
Wembanyama, the first
overall pick in the 2023
NBA draft, who was the
NBA’s Rookie of  the Year
last season and earned
first-team All-Defensive
honors.

The French-born Wem-
banyama entered Wednes-
day averaging 19.7 points,
10.5 rebounds and 3.9
blocks this season, leading
the Spurs in each category.

“We all miss him. We
hope he’s all right,” Wem-
banyama said of  Popovich
on Nov. 4. “We know he’s
gonna want to come back
earlier than he probably
should, but that’s Pop.”

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Bronny James’ first NBA sea-
son continues to play out differ-
ently than that of  the typical
rookie.

The 20-year-old son of  LeBron
James is expected to play in only
home games for the G League
affiliate of  the Los Angeles Lak-
ers, as NBA insider Brian Wind-
horst referenced on Wednes-
day’s episode of  his ESPN pod-
cast.

And Windhorst, formerly an
Ohio newspaper reporter who
began covering the elder James
as a high schooler more than two
decades ago, disagrees with that
decision.

“I’m gonna apply the brakes
on my ‘everything’s fine on the
Bronny front’ with this thing
that’s now happening, which is
that, from my understanding,
he’s only gonna play in the
South Bay Lakers home games,”
Windhorst said on “The Hoop
Collective.”

“That he’s only gonna kind of
be a part-time G League player,
and he’s not getting on United
Airlines and going to fly and …
play in these road games.”

ESPN’s Shams Charania had
also reported on the Lakers’
plan last week, writing when
Bronny was assigned to the G
League that he was expected to
play in only home games as he
went back and forth between the
Lakers and South Bay.

The South Bay Lakers are
based in nearby El Segundo,
Calif.

Windhorst contended that the
plan is not beneficial for Bronny,
opining it would be “much bet-

ter” for the young guard’s devel-
opment if  he were to play in
road games.

“I know he was getting some-
what special treatment and
nepotism. That’s fine,” Wind-
horst said. “Honestly, I don’t
care. … It’s normal. Now, I think
it’s actually detrimental to him.”

Bronny, the eldest of  James’
three children, was projected by
some to be a first-round pick in
the 2024 NBA draft before his
freshman season at USC.

He suffered cardiac arrest at a
USC practice in July of  2023,
which required a procedure for a
congenital heart defect and
delayed his college debut by a lit-
tle over a month. Bronny aver-
aged 4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and

2.1 assists per game in 25 games,
including six starts, at USC.

The Lakers then drafted Bron-
ny in the second round, with the
55th overall pick, in June’s draft.

Bronny made his NBA debut
in the Lakers’ season opener on
Oct. 22, checking in alongside
his 39-year-old father in the sec-
ond quarter of  that 110-103 home
win over the Minnesota Timber-
wolves. That marked the first
time in NBA history that a
father and son played together.

Bronny totaled four points
with a rebound and two assists
in 16 minutes over his six NBA
appearances. He scored six
points with four assists and
three rebounds in his G League
debut on Saturday.

Bronny will not travel for G League games

Gregg Popovich
suffered mild
stroke on Nov. 2

Spurs coach
expected to
make a full

recovery

NBA Insider questions decision
to only play in home games


