
The Commercial Review
Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Lloyd Knittle, 80, Portland
Amos Schwartz, 80, Mon-

roe
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  55 degrees Sunday.
The low was 39.
Tonight’s low will be in the

mid 20s and there is a slight
chance of  snow showers.
Expect mostly cloudy skies
Wednesday with a chance of
snow and a high of  30.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Public Library
will host an ELF Academy
from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday. Chil-
dren are invited to visit the
library to participate in vari-
ous activities including gift
wrapping and decoration, and
earn their “elf  certification.
Registration is not required.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County boys wrestling
quad meet.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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The Commercial Review
Jay County Commis-

sioners signed a new
agreement for emergency
assistance across state
lines Monday.
Commissioners

approved an agreement
for mutual aid with Mer-
cer County, Ohio. The new
agreement, which was
approved by Mercer Coun-
ty Commissioners in
November, takes effect
immediately and serves as
a formal document to
legally allow for emer-
gency personnel to offer
mutual aid beyond the
Indiana-Ohio state line.
“Because of  that state

line, there’s a lot of  legali-
ties that go into them com-
ing to us and us going to
them,” explained Jay
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency director
Samantha Rhodehamel.
“That’s just an on-paper

agreement that allows us
to travel back and forth,”
she later added.
The agreement covers

fire departments, emer-
gency medical service
workers, EMA employees,
hazardous materials
removal workers and
other public health
employees.
Rhodehamel noted that

mutual aid and assistance
has come from across the
state line for emergency
calls, typically those on
the east side of  Jay Coun-
ty. She also pointed to
calls that may come from
Fort Recovery, with com-
missioners president
Chad Aker — he also
serves as a firefighter for
Portland Fire Department
— recalling the fire at JR
Manufacturing in April
2023.
Rhodehamel noted

plans are in the works to
create a similar agree-
ment with Darke County.
Commissioners also

approved a mutual aid
agreement Monday with
Indiana Department of
Homeland Security Dis-
trict 6, which includes Jay,
Blackford, Grant,
Delaware, Randolph, Tip-
ton, Howard, Union,
Madison, Henry, Fayette,
Rush and Wayne counties.

See Aid page 2

County
signs
pact for
aid across
state line

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Included in the Indiana sec-

retary of  state’s new budget
requests are hundreds of  thou-
sands of  extra dollars for IT-
related needs and expansions.
But recent vendor contracts
awarded by the agency show
millions have already been qui-
etly spent on those services,
absent any competitive bid-
ding to find the most cost-effec-
tive providers for the projects.
The contracts — provided to

the Indiana Capital Chronicle
upon request — are not visible
in the state’s transparency
portal, where agreements
entered into by state agencies
are typically housed and made
public.
Agreements with one Indi-

anapolis-based IT company,
CleanSlate Technology Group,
amounted to more than $2.3
million for services provided

between March 2023 and July
2024.
Online “application support

and development services” are
also being contracted out to
MTX Group, a Texas-based tech-
nology consulting firm. Since
the 2025 fiscal year began on
July 1, the state agency has paid
MTX more than $1.7 million for
contractual services. By agree-
ment, the vendor could receive
upwards of  $1.8 million for work
completed before Dec. 31.
The contract is the third-

largest currently on file with the
agency, according to state
finance records.
None of  the contract work was

obtained via requests for propos-
als, or RFPs, meaning both com-
panies were awarded contracts
without having to go through the
competitive bid process that is
normally required by state law.
Around the time contracts

were initially signed, top brass
at  both CleanSlate Technology
and MTX made donations
— totaling tens of  thousands of

dollars — to Secretary of  State
Diego Morales’ reelection cam-
paign.
Lindsey Eaton, an office

spokesperson, defended the con-
tracts in a written statement to
the Capital Chronicle.
“Pursuant to Indiana Code 5-

22-6-1, time considerations, and
critical business applications
where choice of  a ‘lowest cost’
bidder would be questionable,
the agency opted to pursue ven-
dors with strong track records,
and commercially competitive
proposals in lieu of  public bid-
ding,” Eaton said.
It’s not the first time Morales

has faced scrutiny for his office’s
spending. 
Last year, the Capital Chroni-

cle reported that Morales had
given a spot bonus to nearly
every employee in his office —
including a family member and
his former campaign manager —
for a total of  more than $308,000.
The secretary of  state was

additionally criticized in the
months after he took office
when it was revealed that he cre-
ated a new agency position —
with a six-figure salary — for
his brother-in-law.
The first contract with

CleanSlate for a range of  IT
services was signed March 16,
2023, and included $66,000 in
compensation. The vendor’s
work started on March 21 of
that year and was originally set
to expire Dec. 31.
On Nov. 11, 2023, the agree-

ment was extended to June 30,
2024. The amended contract
came with an extra $1,519,998.
Several weeks later, on Dec.

30, CleanSlate made a $10,000
donation to the Diego for Indi-
ana election committee, accord-
ing to the Indiana Election Divi-
sion. It was the first time the
company donated to Morales or
any other Hoosier political can-
didate.

See Spending page 2

Spending includes millions in no-bid deals

Holiday 
tunes

Jay County High
School and Fort
Recovery Local Schools
held Christmas
concerts Sunday.
Pictured above, from
left, Grace Yowell, Kady
Allred, Zoe Romine,
Inara Sanderson and
Logan Doll sing during
the choir portion of the
JCHS concert. At left,
eighth grader Lane
Zehringer plays the
trumpet during the band
Christmas concert at
Fort Recovery.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Budget request includes
hundreds of thousands of extra

funding for IT projects



Continued from page 1
Then, on March 27, 2024,

CleanSlate made a second
donation, in the amount of
$19,000, to Morales’ election
committee. Another such
contribution of  $30,000 was
made to the committee on
June 24. The business has
not made donations to any
other Indiana candidate,
according to campaign
finance records.
Morales, elected in 2022,

was not up for reelection in
2023 or 2024.
Within that same time-

frame, CleanSlate’s con-
tract was extended again,
on April 30, 2024, for as-
needed services. Additional
payouts were capped at
$759,999.99  —  for a total
contractual payout of  no
more than $2,342,997. Serv-
ices were supposed to end
on July 31 of  this year.
A second, separate con-

tract — for “ongoing main-
tenance” of  INBiz applica-
tions — was awarded to
CleanSlate on April 28,
2023, for $270,000. Related
work under that contract
started on May 1, 2023, and
was initially set to end
three months later on July
31.
The contract was extend-

ed on June 15, 2023, howev-
er, for another $270,000. It
expired last year on Oct.

31, per the contract’s
terms.
According to the state

transparency portal, the
secretary of  state’s office
paid CleanSlate approxi-
mately $422,000 in Fiscal
Year 2023, $2.5 million in
Fiscal Year 2024, and
$393,000 in the current 2025
fiscal year.
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Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette
One 4x4 ad in The News Times

One 4x4 ad in The News and Sun

Ads must run in December
Rates do not apply to Christmas Greetings special section

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com

Barber, salon and hair stylist              Special

Or run two 4x4 ads in the publication(s) of your choice
during December for:

The Commercial Review – $160
The News-Gazette – $145
The News Times – $120

The News and Sun – $120

ALL 8 ADS FOR

$230
(85% off regular price)

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Advertise in all of our publications with

Today
Stultz, Brad: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Wednesday
Schwartz, Amos: 8:30 a.m.,

Amos G. Schwartz residence,
2866 W. Indiana 124, Monroe.

Thursday
Knittle, Lloyd: 11 a.m.,

Westchester Church, 4487 E.
400 North, Portland.

Friday
Johnson, Elizabeth: 2 p.m.,

Mississinewa Christian Church,
7708 W. 700 North, Randolph
County.

Saturday
Compton, Gail: 2 p.m., Port-

land Elk’s Lodge, 126 W. High St.,
Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Lloyd Knittle
Feb. 3, 1944-Dec. 7, 2024

Lloyd Gene Knittle, 80, Port-
land, passed away, Saturday,
Dec. 7, 2024, at his home in Port-
land.
Lloyd was born Feb. 3, 1944, in

Decatur, the son of  Dale Knittle
and Mildred Miller. Lloyd grad-
uated from Adams Central High
School in 1962 and served in the
United States Air Force. 
Lloyd was a member of

Westchester Church for over 50
years. He retired from the Port-
land Forge after 31 years in 1995

and Franklin
Electric Bluffton
in 2005. Lloyd was
an avid collector
and known by
everyone in the
community.
Lloyd married

Susan Hartnagel
on Oct. 23, 1964.
Survivors include:
His loving wife of  60 years —

Susan Knittle, Portland, Indiana
Two sons — Jeff  Knittle (wife:

Clara), Portland, Indiana, and
Brett Knittle (wife: Teresa), Old-
enburg, Indiana

Five grandchildren and 16
great-grandchildren
His loyal companion — Scout
Sister — Mary Sheets, Berne,

Indiana
He was preceded in death by

a great-granddaughter Jane
Byard; three brothers, Richard,
Jerry and Allen Knittle; and a
sister, Emily Hart.
Visitation will be Wednesday

from 4 to 7 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland. Funeral
services will be held Thursday
at 11 a.m. at Westchester
Church, 4487 E. 400 North,

Portland, with visitation an
hour before the service. Burial
will follow at Gravel Hill Ceme-
tery west of  Bryant. Military
rites will be conducted by the
Portland American Legion
Post 211.
Memorials may be directed

to the Jay County Heart Fund,
Jay County Cancer Society or
Stillwater Hospice.  
Condolences may be

expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.  

Amos G. Schwartz, Monroe, the
brother of Geneva residents, died

Sunday at his residence. Services
will be held at 8:30 a.m. Wednes-
day at the Amos G. Schwartz resi-
dence, 2866 W. Indiana 124, Mon-
roe.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituar-

ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Knittle

Backing accident
A New York man backed

the semi he was driving
into a parked truck at the
Marathon station in Bryant
about 3:40 a.m. Friday.
Gaforov Khudonazar, 29,

Brooklyn, was driving a
2020 Volvo truck in the
parking lot at 893 E. Indi-
ana 18 when he backed into
a 2019 Freightliner Casca-
dia. Nathanial J. Baker, 37,
Porter, Oklahoma, told
police he was parked in a
resting area for semi trucks
when Khudonazar backed
into his vehicle.
Damage is estimated

between $1,000 and $2,500.
Khudonazar’s vehicle is
registered to Transkom of
Elk Grove Village, Illinois,
and Baker’s vehicle is reg-
istered to OFC Develop-
ment Corporation of
Plattsmouth, Nebraska.

Continued from page 1
The agreement formally allows

counties to share resources, such
as in the event of  a natural disas-
ter, Rhodehamel explained.
In related business, Rhode-

hamel:
•Talked about recent trainings

she has hosted and meetings she
has attended, including meetings
for the cybersecurity task force
created to identify a cybersecurity
plan for the county and a meeting
that consisted of  Indiana and Ohio
radio officials discussing interop-
erability across state lines. (Jay
County is looking into joining
Indiana Integrated Public Safety
Commission’s statewide radio sys-
tem in the coming years. Ohio does
not utilize the same system.) She
shared hopes for establishing an
agreement between Ohio and Indi-
ana regarding the issue.
•Noted her department received

two annual grants, approximately
$18,300 from Hazardous Materials
Emergency Preparedness and
$29,213.05 from Emergency Man-
agement Performance grant pro-
grams of  Indiana Department of
Homeland Security.
Also Monday, highway superin-

tendent Bob Howell asked to look
into the process regarding condi-
tional contracts for prospective
employees to receive their Com-
mercial Driver’s License (CDL). He
said there has been interest for
open positions from applicants
who don’t have their CDL. Howell
suggested the county could pay for
training and hire the prospective
employee on the condition they
obtain the specialized license
within a certain timeframe. He
also pointed to a grant available
for covering training costs.
Journay suggested the county

require such employees to stay on
the job for a period of  time after
receiving their license.
Jay County Personnel Commit-

tee will review Howell’s request
before it goes before Jay County
Council — it would require an
amendment to the salary ordi-
nance — and back to commission-
ers for final decision.
In other business, commission-

ers Brian McGalliard, Journay
and Aker:
•Approved the following: a four-

year, 5.75% interest loan with The
Farmers State Bank of  Portland in
the amount of  $192,240 for a new

Case front end loader; leasing 293.8
acres of  tillable land around Jay
County Country Living to Schoen-
lein Farms at $376 an acre
($110,468 total) for three years;
tabled decision on leasing the
county’s 68 acres as farm ground
next year, with commissioners not-
ing uncertainty about plans with
the housing infrastructure project
in the area; paying an additional
$1,320 to Hays + Sons Complete
Restoration of  Muncie to remove
old carpeting in the prosecutor’s
office and recorder’s office at Jay
County Courthouse; paid a few
other claims, including $1,286 to
Air Xray of  Fort Wayne for radon
testing associated with the owner-
occupied rehabilitation program
in Jay County.
•Accepted bids from US Aggre-

gates and IMI Aggregates for stone
to be used by Jay County Highway
Department in 2025.
•Reappointed doctor Joseph Vor-

mohr to Jay County Health Board.
•OK’d a right-of-way agreement

with American Electric Power for
work along Red Oak Court
between White Oak and Bur Oak
streets at Oakwood Manufactured
Home Community.

Failed to appear
A Portland woman was

arrested Thursday for fail-
ing to appear in court.
Dede R. Bisel, 53, 1210 N.

Franklin St., is charged in
Jay Circuit Court with a
Level 6 felony for the
alleged crime. She failed to
appear in court for the fol-
lowing charges: dealing
methamphetamine, a Level
2 felony; battery with
injury to a public safety
officer, a Level 5 felony; bat-
tery by bodily waste to a
public safety officer, Level 6
felony; maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, a Level 6
felony; possession of  mari-
juana, a Level 6 felony; and
possession of  parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor.
Bisel was being held

without bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Felony
arrests

Capsule
Reports

Aid ...

Spending ...

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.
1 p.m. — Jay County

Sheriff ’s Merit Board,
training room, sheriff ’s
office, 224 W. Water St.,
Portland.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Local Schools,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7:15 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Records Com-
mission, village hall, 201
S. Main St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.47
Jan. corn .................4.45
Feb. corn ..................4.48

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.48
Jan. corn ..................4.51
Feb. corn .................4.51

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.41
Jan. corn ..................4.41
Beans........................9.84

Jan. beans ................9.94
Wheat ...................... 5.09

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.35
Jan. corn ..................4.35
Beans........................9.78
Jan. beans ................9.80
Wheat ......................4.97

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.45
Jan. corn ..................4.45
Beans........................9.60
Jan. beans ................9.65
Wheat ......................4.99

In 1768, Encyclopedia
Britannica published
the first part of  its first
edition in Edinburgh,
Scotland. It is the oldest
continuously published
and revised work in
English.
In 1948, the United

Nations adopted the
Universal Declaration
of  Human Rights. The
two key ethical consid-
erations in the docu-
ment are a commitment
to the inherent dignity
of  every human being
and a commitment to
nondiscrimination.
In 2003, Fort Recov-

ery teachers reached an
agreement with the
school board that includ-

ed a 3% pay increase and
a new insurance plan.
In 2018, Jay School

Board unanimously
approved a plan to move
all seventh and eighth
graders to Jay County
High School. Elemen-
tary school students
would then shift to the
middle school buildings,
with Judge Haynes
(Portland) and West-
lawn (Dunkirk) elemen-
tary schools closing.
General Shanks Ele-
mentary School was
closed and the building
converted to house the
corporation’s central
office, preschool and
special programs.

—The CR

CR almanac

32/10 21/14 39/33 46/36 45/35
Wind gusts

may reach up
to 30 mph
Wednesday,
when there’s a
40% chance
of snow.

There’s a
20% chance
of rain Sunday
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Saturday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a 40%
chance of
rain.

Sunny skies
are expected
Thursday, when
the wind chill
may reach as
low as -10 at
night.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Friday with a
chance of rain
or snow at
night.

Wednesday
12/11

Thursday
12/12

Friday
12/13

Saturday
12/14

Sunday
12/15

Lotteries
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$619 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-5-4
Daily Four: 2-8-2-7
Quick Draw: 16-20-22-

23-25-27-29-32-34-37-39-41-
48-51-60-62-64-68-69-74
Evening
Daily Three: 7-5-5
Daily Four: 4-3-6-0
Quick Draw: 2-10-13-

15-16-17-22-23-27-28-30-38-
50-51-55-61-68-73-75-79
Cash 5: 13-23-25-33-34
Estimated jackpot:

$568,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-3-0
Pick 4: 0-4-2-5
Pick 5: 1-9-0-9-9
Evening
Pick 3: 6-5-0
Pick 4: 9-2-7-2
Pick 5: 0-5-8-5-0
Rolling Cash 5: 8-28-29-

31-35
Estimated jackpot:

$192,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon

on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.
BRYANT/NEW CORY-

DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each month
in the boardroom at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland.
PORTLAND EAGLES —

Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of

alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
For more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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By JAMES FULKS
The Commercial Review
Every year, on the first

Sunday in December, The
Grand Lodge decrees that
every Elks Lodge hold a
Lodge Of  Sorrows Memo-
rial Ceremony.
It's a somber and

respectful honoring of  all
Elks Lodge members who
have departed in the past
year and been accepted
into The Supreme Grand
Lodge On High for eterni-
ty.
This year, the first Sun-

day of  December fell on
the Sunday following
Thanksgiving, which, of

course, is not always the
case.
It's fitting that we just

gave thanks for all of  our
blessings and then fol-
lowed it with a ceremony
of  remembrance for those
we are absolutely thank-
ful to have had in our
lives.

One such, we remem-
bered this year was a guy
known by many as Mr.
Dunkirk.
Leo Glogas.
In all of  my travels, over

many years, one thing I
could always count on
when I returned home
was Leo.
This guy was always a

warm and welcoming
spokesman for our home-
town and our local Elks
Lodge.
He's one of  the primary

reasons I joined The Elks
in Dunkirk as a member.
I've encountered many

people in my life.

Here's one who held the
distinction of  being one
of  those people that you'll
never hear one bad thing
about, from anyone.
An impeccable man of

true character and decen-
cy.
As a youth, I admired

him.
As an adult, I respected

him.
Somewhere along the

way, I realized I loved him.
He always took that

extra minute to stop, drop
what he was doing, gen-
uinely talk to me and
thank me for op-ed pieces
and letters I've published

in papers over the years.
He would sometimes

say, "Now I didn't neces-
sarily agree with that one,
but I really enjoyed read-
ing it.”
He was such a breath of

fresh air, a man who actu-
ally enjoyed a different
opinion and thanked me
for writing it.
I'll miss our talks.
I'll miss having his love-

ly daughter take an article
to him, just because I
think he'd get a kick out
of  it.
Most importantly, I’ll

miss Leo.
He taught me how to

dress impeccably, how a
proper suit jacket should
fit.
I only regret that I did-

n't have him teach me the
proper way to tie one of
my infernal bow ties.
Dunkirk never had a

better spokesman.
Goodbye, Leo.
An entire community

mourns your loss, espe-
cially this feeble writer
who you always took the
time to thank.
You'll never be forgot-

ten, and always remem-
bered with warmth and
love.

Fulksy
Mayhem

DEAR ABBY: I am a 43-year-
old woman who has struggled
with self-esteem and personal
relationships my entire life. My
fiance and I have talked in depth
about past trauma, but it wasn’t
until within the past year that
I’ve realized how much of  an
impact my mother had on those
aspects of  my life. 
From as far back as I can

remember, she always told me
that from the moment I was
born, she had a hard time con-
necting with me, and I wasn’t
loving toward her. How could
that have possibly been some-
thing I caused? I suspect she
may have had postpartum
issues, and she is now a fully
diagnosed bipolar individual. 
I watch her have functional

relationships with lots of  other
people, but still, to this day, we
have almost no connection. I feel
guilty about the state of  our
relationship but worse when I
witness the way she treats oth-
ers compared to me. Am I a ter-
rible daughter? — DISCON-
NECTED IN OHIO

DEAR DISCONNECTED: If
what your mother said is
true, remember that for the
most part, children react lov-
ingly toward people who are
loving to them. You are not
responsible for your mother’s
diagnosed mental illness,
which may be why she had so
much trouble relating to you.
You are not a terrible daugh-
ter. If  you have any doubts
about what I have written,
please consult a licensed
mental health professional
who can help you understand
that you have nothing to feel
guilty about.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband

and I will soon celebrate our
11th anniversary. We’ve been

together since we were 19, we’re
now in our mid-30s with two
children. 
Abby, I can’t seem to shake the

feeling my husband is cheating
on me. For the past two years all
he wants is sex, on his time. If
he doesn’t get it within his
“timeline,” he gets angry and
has an attitude. If  he doesn’t get
it at all that day, I’ll hear about it
for days afterward. 
I love my husband with all my

heart, but he is not a great dad.
It kills me to see him brush the
kids off  when they are so excit-
ed to see him, hug him and play.
But my husband doesn’t play
with them, doesn’t snuggle with
them on random days off  or
lounge around with them. I get
jealous seeing dads playing with
their kids and just being goofy
for hours. 
He works all the time and wor-

ries about his work calls. All my
life I wanted a husband who
would be a great dad. What I’m
trying to ask is, if  he isn’t into
our kids, is always stressed,
isn’t playful in a non-sexual way

with me anymore and only
wants sex, is he seeing someone
else to fulfill his needs? —
HEARTBROKEN WIFE IN NEW
JERSEY
DEAR WIFE: There are

plenty of  issues in your mar-
riage that need working on,
but I doubt that a man who
often wants sex with his wife
is cheating. You stated that
he doesn’t relate well to the
children and is always
stressed. Once you under-
stand the reasons, things
may improve. Marriage coun-
seling might help you achieve
that.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband

and I have been married 10
years and in a relationship for
20. I just found out that for more
than a year he has been lying
about working. He pretended he
had a part-time contracting job
and has been using our savings
to pass as income from this fic-
tional job. 
Over the past year, we made a

lot of  financial decisions based

on the assumption that he was
employed, which has left us in
a tight situation. He initially
denied it when I confronted
him and even provided fake
documents about his “job”
before finally coming clean.
I’m feeling many emotions
because of  this betrayal, and I
am unsure about how to pro-
ceed. Can you guide me? —
DUPED IN CALIFORNIA
DEAR DUPED: Your hus-

band may have been embar-
rassed about his job loss,
which is why he deceived
you. What was he doing when
he was supposedly working?
His (and your) problems may
go beyond the financial bind
you are now in. Is your hus-
band trying to find another
job? Why was he let go? 
Contact a CPA or financial

adviser and ask what you
need to do to get back on firm
financial footing. You didn’t
mention whether you are
employed, but if  you aren’t,
it’s time to find a job. Once
that’s done, marriage coun-

Dear
Abby

Maternal relationship hasn’t been positive

Community Calendar

Elks Lodge honors ‘Mr. Dunkirk’
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Donald Trump’s defense secre-

tary nominee Pete Hegseth,
already under fire from revela-
tions about his scant qualifica-
tions, is facing the heat of  an in-
depth New Yorker magazine
piece detailing his drunken mis-
management of  the organiza-
tions Vets for Freedom and Con-
cerned Veterans for America.
The detailed evidence doesn’t

just disqualify Hegseth, but dis-
qualify him many times over
along various tracks. America
cannot have a drunken defense
secretary who is incompetent and
more interested in chasing
women who do not want to be
chased.
From the perspective of  pure

managerial ability over what is
by far the government’s largest

department by budget and head-
count, Hegseth is worse than
merely unqualified. While some
of  his fellow cabinet picks simply
lack much management experi-
ence, Hegseth has some, and it’s
been dismal.
Not one but both right-wing

veterans’ organizations — one
with a tiny staff  of  fewer than 10
people — forced him out over the
same series of  management and
financial impropriety concerns,
several years apart, with employ-
ees giving consistent accounts of

the same types of  boorish and
devil-may-care approach to man-
agement and spending.
If  this was the case then, we

shudder to imagine the man let
loose on a department with close
to 3 million employees and a
budget exceeding $800 billion a
year.
Then there’s the matter of  the

specifics of  this mismanagement
and his response to it. It wasn’t
merely that Hegseth was terrible
at organizing events or managing
staff. He seems to have actively
sought to use these positions for
his personal gain, particularly to
pursue women, including some
who worked for him.
In fact, every sexual assault

and harassment allegation that
has so far emerged against him
involves him being sloshed on the
job, sometimes to the point of

totally passing out, when he was
supposed to be representing his
organization.
In response to the most serious

such allegation, that he sexually
assaulted a woman after an event
at a hotel in late 2017, Hegseth’s
lawyer told the New Yorker’s
Jane Mayer that the investigation
had not been followed up by local
law enforcement because the
woman ostensibly had a prior
instance making a false claim
against someone. When Mayer
checked this out, she quickly dis-
covered that it wasn’t true.
Even Sen. Lindsey Graham, a

loyal Trump doormat if  there
ever was one, has acknowledged
that Hegseth would face a steep
confirmation fight in the Senate.
Hegseth should avoid himself  the
additional embarrassment and
go the way of  Matt Gaetz, who

abandoned his hope of  being
attorney general.
One good thing to have come

out of  the bizarreness of  some of
Trump’s nominations thus far is
the sense that the incoming pres-
ident has overplayed his hand
and even his own party isn’t
going to give him carte blanche in
the way he seems to have expect-
ed. The checks and balances are
still here and should protect the
Pentagon from a Secretary
Hegseth.
If  Hegseth chooses to stick it

out, we hope that Senate Republi-
cans and their Democratic coun-
terparts prove that they’re not a
subservient branch by really
holding his and Trump’s nomi-
nees’ feet to the fire and engaging
in their constitutionally-protect-
ed right to say “no thanks,” for
the good of  the country.

Trump’s defense nominee is unfit

By AKILAH MONIFA
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service
The presidential election

results were not so much a
resounding victory for
Donald J. Trump as they
were a rejection of  Kamala
Harris because of  her race
and gender. At least that’s
how I see it.
I am a Black woman.

Nationally, 92% of  Black
women voted for Harris,
compared to only 78% of
Black men, and 44% and
61% of  Latinos and Lati-
nas, respectively. The num-
bers for white men and
white women were 39%
and 47%.
Beyond that is the fact

that only 64% of  the folks
eligible to vote did so; 89
million people didn’t vote.
This, as much as anything,
determined our fate in the
presidential election and
the so-called down ticket.
Now the post-election

analysis is focusing on our
differences. I choose to fol-
low the example of  Vice
President Kamala “when
we fight we win” Harris.
After she lost the election,
she urged her supporters
to “wage this fight in qui-
eter ways. In how you treat
one another with kindness
and respect, by always
using your strength to lift
people up, and ensuring
everyone has the dignity
that they deserve.”
And “everyone” includes

our new president and vice
president-elect. I embrace
being a “childless cat lady”
with humor, having formed
my family through adop-
tion with three children
and one grandchild.
I acknowledge that

Trump and I have a great
deal in common. If  I wish
to be seen and acknowl-
edged as a human, I must
also see and acknowledge
his humanness.
I am a Blesbian (Black

lesbian) Democrat, born in
Manhattan, Kansas, the lit-
tle apple in a flyover state. I
was raised in the heart of
Dixie, in Huntsville, Ala-
bama, home of  the U.S.
Space & Rocket Center.
George C. Wallace (“Segre-
gation now, segregation
tomorrow, segregation for-
ever”) was the first gover-
nor I was aware of.
Trump is a white man,

Republican, born in
Queens, New York City, the
Big Apple.
We have both been mar-

ried three times and
divorced twice. My first
and second marriages were
to the same woman. In
2004, then San Francisco
Mayor Gavin Newsom
directed the city clerk to
issue same-sex marriage

licenses. We got a license
and were married. That
marriage was voided by
the California Supreme
Court.
Both Trump and I have

worked in the media. I
worked for CBS as the
director of  communica-
tions and public affairs. (I
also produced three televi-
sion shows.) He was the
producer and star of  “The
Apprentice” and “The
Celebrity Apprentice.”
We both declared bank-

ruptcy — me once, he mul-
tiple times.
Neither of  us have

served in the military.
We both have older sib-

lings.
We both went to private

schools — in my case
because, despite the fact
that Brown v. Board of
Education was decided in
1954, the schools in
Huntsville, Alabama, were
not desegregated until
1969.
We both worked for our

fathers — he in real estate,
me in my father’s tax busi-
ness.
Neither of  us are mem-

bers of  SAG-AFTRA. He
was permanently banned
in 2021 after the January 6
attacks.
Neither of  us attended

the Biden/Harris inaugu-
ration.
We both are credited

with authoring books.
Mine are not ghost-writ-
ten.
We both went to Presby-

terian churches — he to
First Presbyterian Church
in Jamaica, Queens, New
York, me to Trinity Presby-
terian church in
Huntsville, Alabama.
We both wear ties. (Yes, I

am one of  those lesbians
who wears a tie.)
Even if  we don’t agree, I

think it’s good that we
acknowledge our similari-
ties. That’s how we can
become more united, as cit-
izens of  the United States
of  America. We can learn
to fight in quieter ways,
treating one another with
kindness and respect,
always looking for ways to
lift people up.

••••••••••
Monifa of  Oakland, Cali-

fornia, is founder and edi-
tor-in-chief of  BlackHisto-
ryEveryday.com and devel-
oper of  the Alexa skill
“Black History Everyday.”

Find strength
to lift people up

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Sometimes it feels like the Indiana

General Assembly is having the same
discussions it had 20 years ago. And
that’s because it is. Case in point:
speed and red light cameras.
I sat in committee hearings in 2005

when Warsaw residents banded
together to support the proposal. One
local woman had been pushing the
issue since 1997 after her daughter
was killed by a red-light runner.
A former representative who

opposed the red light cameras was
finally on board after his mayor, chief
of  police and 70% of  his survey
responses supported it. But alas, the
bill in question — a pilot program in
10 communities — still failed.
Here we are in 2025, ready to have

the same discussion over again.
That’s because Indianapolis Police
Chief  Chris Bailey is advocating for
lawmakers to authorize the cameras.
“Marion County has witnessed a

troubling rise in traffic-related inci-
dents,” Bailey wrote in an op-ed for
the Indianapolis Star. “While our ded-
icated officers work tirelessly to keep
our streets safe, we must acknowl-
edge that traditional enforcement
alone is not enough. We need to
embrace technology as a crucial ally
in our fight for public safety.”
Cameras take pictures of  the

license plate of  any vehicle running a
red light and a warning or fine is
assessed to the owner of  the vehicle.
Cities or towns that use such cameras
would also be required to post signs
letting drivers know about the cam-
eras.
I have to admit I simply don’t

understand the resistance to a simple
technology aid that would make
streets safer. This isn’t a ground-
breaking idea. Many states and com-
munities have been using the cam-
eras for decades. Similar technology
works efficiently for collecting tolls
on highways.
Complaints about privacy and gov-

ernment overreach came from the

GOP-led Legislature on Indiana’s
first foray into camera traffic enforce-
ment: catching cars for speeding in
work zones. It took years to get it
across the finish line in the General
Assembly.
It’s amazing the number of  years

we have spent haggling over the due
process rights of  the car owners.
What if  my son is driving the car and
I get the ticket? Teach your son better
and make him pay the ticket. What if
my car was stolen? File a police
report for your stolen car and contest
the ticket.
In the best of  worlds, there would

be enough police officers to adequate-
ly cover the city and give tickets for
transgressions like this. But there
simply aren’t. Police forces all around
the state and nation are struggling to
replace retiring officers.
Sen. Aaron Freeman, R-Indianapo-

lis, recently sent a letter to con-
stituents saying that the proposal
addresses a pressing issue but also
raises critical questions.
“When introducing technology

that monitors the public, we must
proceed with caution,” he wrote.
“Who will have access to the video
data and information collected? How
will it be stored, and what safeguards
will be in place to prevent misuse?
Transparency and accountability are
essential to ensure the community’s
trust.”
Privacy guardrails seem simple to

add.
Freeman goes on to discuss the offi-

cer shortage. And, of  course, recruit-
ing and retaining officers should also
be a priority. But why can’t we do both
at once?
“Before implementing red light

and speed cameras, we need a com-
prehensive study to evaluate their
effectiveness in cities with similar
challenges,” he continued. “Con-
crete data on cameras’ impact on
safety, privacy concerns, and cost-
effectiveness must guide our deci-
sion-making process. Rushing to
adopt such measures without thor-
oughly understanding their impli-
cations would be short-sighted.”
Rushing to adopt? As I mentioned

earlier, this issue has been hanging
around for more than 20 years.
And there’s already research out

there.
One federal study shows red-light

cameras provide a modest aggre-
gate crash-cost benefit. It notes that
this benefit can be increased
through careful site selection, like
choosing areas prone to dangerous
t-bone crashes.
“I would like to test these to see if

we see some change in behavior,”
Bailey told Fox59. “And I think we
can do that in our school zones. I
think we can all agree that protect-
ing our children should be at the
top of  our priority list.”
The Indiana Department of

Transportation has been testing
out speed cameras in a busy Han-
cock County construction zone
since August. The agency is target-
ing people driving over the speed
limit by more than 11 miles per
hour.
Fox59 reported early data shows

drivers decreased speeds by an
average of  six miles per hour when
signage was up, and the cameras
were present.
Let’s not wait another 20 years to

at least pilot this system to protect
Hoosier drivers, pedestrians and
bicyclists.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Give cameras green light
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

Sisters 
Sweet Escape

41 W 275 S
Portland, IN 47371

260-202-9591

Indianapolis-based Eli
Lilly and Company
announced Thursday that
it is planning a $3 billion
expansion of  its manufac-
turing facility in Kenosha
County, Wisconsin.
Plans call for expanding

capacity to meet demand
for the pharmaceutical
firm’s diabetes and obesity
medicines and other drugs
at the site that it pur-
chased earlier this year.
The expansion is expected
to add 850 jobs at the loca-
tion.
"Today's announcement

represents our single
largest U.S. manufacturing
investment outside our
home state of  Indiana and
will add to our ability to
expand capacity to make
both our existing and
future pipeline of  medi-
cines right here in the
Midwest," said Edgardo
Hernandez, Lilly execu-
tive vice president and
president of  manufactur-
ing operations, in a press
release. "We look forward
to bringing high-wage,
advanced manufacturing,
engineering and science
jobs to people in Wiscon-
sin, a state that is becom-
ing a critical geography in
our global manufacturing
operations."

Partnering with Meta
Invenergy announced

last week that it has signed
contracts with Meta Plat-
forms to provide 760
megawatts of  renewable
energy.
The company will pro-

vide energy to Meta, par-
ent company of  Facebook,
through Hardin II Solar of
Ohio as well as operations
in Texas, New Mexico and
Arkansas that are expect-
ed to become operational
in the next few years.
“Energy demand is soar-

ing — and Invenergy is
excited to work with Meta
to deliver long-term, clean
energy solutions to sup-
port their operations,”
said Ted Romaine, Inven-
ergy executive vice presi-
dent of  origination, in a
press release. “As the
largest privately held
clean energy owner, opera-
tor and developer, we’re
pleased that Invenergy’s
utility-scale solar projects
can contribute to meeting
Meta’s clean energy goals,
while also providing good-
paying jobs and generat-
ing millions in local eco-
nomic benefits.”
Invenergy is planning

Skycrest Solar in north-
west Jay County.

Closing facilities
Tyson recently

announced the planned
closure of  facilities in
Kansas and Pennsylvania
The Kansas Reflector

reported Tyson’s plan to
shut down its meat plant
in Emporia Kansas. It
employs more than 800.
It will also close two

North Philadelphia plants,
resulting in more than 200
employees being laid off.

Open house set
Adams Woodcrest

Assisted Living will host a
Holiday Open House from
2 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
11.
The event will offer

tours of  the facility and a
chance to meet with resi-
dents and staff. Refresh-
ments will be available.

The facility is located at
1300 Mercer Avenue,
Decatur.

Purchase complete
Last week, Walmart

completed its acquisition
of  VIZIO.
The agreement to pur-

chase the electronics com-
pany was announced in
February. There was a
required waiting period
before the transaction
could be completed.
“VIZIO offers great

products at great prices
that customers love.
They’ve always put cus-
tomers at the center of
their business – and that’s
core to Walmart’s values
and the omnichannel
experiences we’re excited
to roll out,” said Seth Dal-
laire, Walmart executive
vice president and chief
growth officer, in a press
release. “VIZIO has also
expertly changed their
business over time, like
building and quickly scal-
ing a profitable advertis-
ing business. Pairing it
with Walmart Connect
will be impactful and
allow us to invest in our
business even further on
behalf  of  our customers.”

Training offered
ServSafe training will

be available at John Jay
Center for Learning in
Portland.
The next session is

scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25.
Additional sessions are

scheduled for March 25
and April 29.
The certification course

is open to all food service
employees and empha-
sizes safe food- and bever-
age-handling practices to
minimize the risk of  food-
borne illnesses.
For more information,

or to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

Producing hydrogen
Ardagh Glass Packaging

– Europe announced last
week that it is now using a
hydrogen electrolyser at
its facility in Limmared,
Sweden, to produce “green
hydrogen” for melting
glass.
The device uses renew-

able electricity to split
water into hydrogen and
oxygen. The company
began testing the elec-
troyser in October and
says it has saved 80 tons of
carbon dioxide by doing
so.
“The testing phase

using the hydrogen ener-
gy mix is progressing
well, with no impact on
the quality of  the glass or
the furnace,” said Daniel
Johansson, project man-
ager for Ardagh. “Our tar-
get is to replace 20% of  the
natural gas in the furnace
with green hydrogen,
which will reduce carbon
emissions from our glass
packaging produced in
Limmared.”
Ardagh operates glass

manufacturing facilities
in Dunkirk and Winches-
ter.

Testing delivery
Dollar General is testing

same-day delivery to cus-
tomers.
Dollar General CEO

Todd Vasos said Thursday
the company held a soft
launch of  the service in
September. It is being
offered through a third
party.
According to NBC

News, the test is part of  an
effort to compete with
Walmart.

Grants awarded
Indiana University

Health recently
announced $6.1 million in
grants to a dozen commu-
nity organizations.
The grants include

$365,471 for Nextech Org,
an organization that pro-
vides internships in tech-
nology to underserved
teens in the Muncie area.
“Evidence-based

research and our own
experiences demonstrate
that economic and social
challenges, such as pover-
ty, limited access to
healthy food, inadequate
housing, and a lack of
education options all play
a significant role in the
long-term health and
well-being of  local resi-
dents,” said IU Health
CEO Dennis Murphy in a
press release. “By invest-
ing in organizations that
address these critical
needs, we can make a pos-
itive difference in the
lives of  Hoosiers and
move closer to our vision
of  making Indiana one of
the healthiest states in
the nation.”

Core shifts
Comcast has moved its

5G wireless core to Ama-
zon Web Services.
The core was previous-

ly housed on-site at a
Comcast facility but will
now be cloud-based.
According to reporting
from TV Technology, the
change will allow Com-
cast to implement new
features and be more effi-
cient.
“AWS’s extensive cloud

infrastructure, together
with their understanding
of  telco network require-
ments and ability to sup-
port production-grade 5G
networks, will help us to
continue delivering the
highest quality service to
our wireless customers,”

said Tom Nagel, execu-
tive vice president of
wireless strategy at Com-
cast, in a press release.

Collecting
Pak-a-Sak has launched

its five week Paper Kettle
Drive at 31 locations in
Indiana.
The campaign will ben-

efit The Salvation Army’s
Christmas assistance and
emergency assistance
programs. Paper kettles
can be purchased for $1 at
Pak-a-Sak stores.

Hosting drive
Menards stores are

serving as Toy Drive drop
sites this year.
Sites will be near the

exits of  each Menards
story. Shoppers can
donate unwrapped gifts
for children in need
through the end of
November.
Menards stores in the

region include sites in
Muncie, Richmond,
Anderson and Celina,
Ohio.

Offering boxes
Indiana Grown is offer-

ing a 2024 Indiana Grown
Holiday Box for purchase
as a holiday gift.
The boxes feature items

from Indiana Grown
members. The initiative
seeks to highlight local
products.
This year’s boxes

include a variety of  items
including travel-sized
scented lotions from The
Lotion Company of
Muncie.
For more information,

visit indianagrown.org.
••••••••••

Does your business have
news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Lilly to expand manufacturing

By SUSANNE RUST
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES — Nearly a

year after a wild bird infected
with H5N1 avian flu presumably
passed its viral baggage to a dairy
cow in the Texas panhandle —
which has subsequently led to the
infection of  more than 700 herds
nationwide and sickened at least
32 dairy workers — the nation’s
agriculture department
announced Friday that it will
sample the nation’s milk supply
to test for the virus.
The federal order requires

dairy farmers to collect and share
raw milk samples for testing — if
requested — by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture. It also lays
out a staged testing strategy that
will allow the federal agency to
track and monitor the disease.
The National Milk Testing

Strategy, which the new milk test-
ing regimen is called, “is a criti-
cal part of  our ongoing efforts to
protect the health and safety of
individuals and communities
nationwide,” according to a pre-
pared statement from Xavier
Becerra, the U.S. secretary of
Human and Health Services.
Initially, the order will apply

only to six states — California,
Colorado, Michigan, Mississippi,
Oregon and Pennsylvania.

Steve Lyle, a spokesman for
the California Department of
Food and Agriculture, said the
order is incidental, bringing “no
changes for California. We are
already doing this.”
While California, Colorado

and Michigan have all reported
positive herds, the three others
have not. Testing regimens and
investigations have already
been underway in the infected
states — as well as in Pennsyl-

vania, which in late November,
began its own “Precautionary
Bulk Milk Testing at Processing
Plants” program.
While Oregon has not had a

H5N1 outbreak in dairy cows, it
has reported the disease in com-
mercial poultry, wild birds and,
last month, two pigs.
Mississippi has roughly 50

herds statewide, with each farm
averaging 149 cows.
The new milking plan is

designed as a step-by-step plan,
with the end goal of  eradicating
the disease from the nation’s
herds — an objective few epi-
demiologists or virologists
think, at this point, is possible.
In the first stage, testing will

occur at all dairy processing
facilities within a given state,
allowing the federal agency to
determine if  and where the

virus is residing. The next stage
will allow the federal agency to
drill down deeper by moving the
testing to bulk tanks.
If  the virus is found, the third

stage goes into action, triggering
an even more granular investi-
gation by identifying farms and
herds that are positive — allow-
ing for “rapid response meas-
ures,” including biosecurity pro-
grams such as movement con-
trols and contact tracing.
If, however, no virus is found

in a state, bulk tank testing fre-
quency will progressively
decrease — going from weekly
to monthly to quarterly, assum-
ing the state’s tests remain neg-
ative.
Finally, there is the fifth stage,

known as “Demonstrating Free-
dom from H5 in U.S. Dairy Cat-
tle.”

USDA to test milk for H1N1 nationwide

Business
roundup

More than 700 dairy herds have
been infected in the last year
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday December

19th, 2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 1854 W SR
28

Ridgeville, IN.
OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Dec. 8th & Sunday Dec.
15th 1-3p.m. or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

37 Acres in Section 7,
Ward Twp., Randolph
County, IN. Offered in 1
parcel.  Improvements to
include 2 Bedroom brick
ranch home with 1124
sq. ft. finished living
area.  Central air, and
12’x12’ all seasons

room.  45’ x 30’ and 50’
x 16’ and 40’ x 36’ and
22’ x 12’ pole buildings
complete with cement
floors.  Stocked pond,
some fencing.  18.5

acres tillable, 12.4 acres
wood and pond, balance
buildings and road

frontage.
OWNER: Winningham

Family
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ACA Marketplace
health insurance

OPEN
ENROLLEMENT
November 1, 2024

to
January 15, 2025

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial

Review CALL

726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF REDKEY
LOOKING FOR a full
time Utility worker. Hours
are 7-3:30 p.m. Duties
will be to assist with
water/sewer department.
Pick up applications at
the city building in Red-
key.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

170 PETS

IF VETERINARY CARE
IS unavailable or unaf-
fordable, ask Happy Jack
animal healthcare prod-
ucts. For dogs, horses, &
cats. At Tractor Supply.  
 AG RENTAL Spreaders:

BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial

Review

CALL

726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS

COLUMN

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Office of

Jay County Drainage Board
Notice of Hearing Regarding
Combining Salamonia River

Watershed
Notice is hereby given by the
Jay County Drainage Board
that a hearing will be held to
combine the Eugene Franks
Watershed into the Salamonia
River Watershed on Decem-
ber 23, 2024 at 9:15am in the
Auditorium, Jay County
Courthouse, Portland, Indi-
ana, at which time the follow-
ing will be considered:

1. Combine for purpose of
maintenance into the Salamo-
nia River Watershed all legal
drains (both open and tile) of
the above watershed.

2. All funds in the above
watershed will be combined
into the Salamonia River Wa-
tershed monies to create one
fund from which work will be
performed.

3. The assessment rate of
the above watershed will be
adjusted to the Plot ($20.00)
and Acre ($2.00) rate of the
Salamonia River Watershed. 

4. That the maintenance
report of the Jay County Sur-
veyor and the schedule of as-
sessments made by said
Board relating to the above
mentioned drain have been
filed and are available in the
office of the Jay County Sur-
veyor.
Jay County Drainage Board

Chad Aker
CR 12-10-2024, 
NS 12-11-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Office of

Jay County Drainage Board
Notice of Hearing Regarding
Combining Salamonia River

Watershed
Notice is hereby given by the
Jay County Drainage Board
that a hearing will be held to
combine the Little Salamonia
Watershed into the Salamonia
River Watershed on Decem-
ber 23, 2024 at 9:15am in the
Auditorium, Jay County
Courthouse, Portland, Indi-
ana, at which time the follow-
ing will be considered:

1. Combine for purpose of
maintenance into the Salamo-
nia River Watershed all legal
drains (both open and tile) of
the above watershed.

2. All funds in the above
watershed will be combined
into the Salamonia River Wa-
tershed monies to create one
fund from which work will be
performed.

3. The assessment rate of
the above watershed will be
adjusted to the Plot ($20.00)
and Acre ($2.00) rate of the
Salamonia River Watershed. 

4. That the maintenance
report of the Jay County Sur-
veyor and the schedule of as-
sessments made by said
Board relating to the above
mentioned drain have been
filed and are available in the
office of the Jay County Sur-
veyor.
Jay County Drainage Board

Chad Aker
CR 12-10-2024, 
NS 12-11-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of Redkey, Jay County, Indiana that the proper
legal officers will consider the following additional appropriations in excess of the budget for
the current year at their regular meeting place at the Redkey Park Cabin, Moody Street Redkey
Indiana on December 23, 2024 at 6:00 P.M.
FUND NAME: LINE-ITEM NUMBER & TITLE AMOUNT REQUESTED
PARK OPERATING FUND 2204 Category 3 - Other Services & Charges $2,000.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $2,000.00
PARK CLEANING FUND 2211 Category 3 - Other Services & Charges $4,000.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $4,000.00
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND 24OO Category L - Personal Services $201,875.32

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $201,875.32
EDIT FUND 4436 Category 4 - Capital Expenditures $16,100.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $16,100.00
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard. The additional appropria-
tions as finally made will be referred to the Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF).
The DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appro-
priations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action taken.

Gloria May
Clerk/Treasurer

CR 12-10-2024 -HSPAXLP
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RUSSIAVILLE — A trio of  the
Patriots’ most experienced
wrestlers went undefeated Sat-
urday.
It was enough to propel them

to a second-place finish.
Jay County High School’s boys

wrestling team finished 3-2 at
the Western Super 6, taking the
runner-up spot via a tiebreaker.
The Patriots clobbered

Logansport 64-18 and also beat
Hamilton Heights 56-21 and
Madison-Grant 60-24. Their loss-
es came by scores of  40-35 to the
host Class 2A No. Panthers and
48-28 to Lafayette Harrison.
A.J. Heskett was the most

dominant athlete for JCHS, win-

ning all of  his four contested
matches at 138 pounds by pin.
Griffin Byrum (113) recorded
three pins and a technical fall.
Alan Ortiz (285) also finished the
day undefeated.
Brice Coy (190) and Jacob

Robinson (150) were both 4-1 for
the Patriots. Finishing 3-2 for
Jay County were Corbin

Lothridge (106) and Jason Lan-
ders (144).

Kaup 2nd in two
Joelle Kaup of  Fort Recovery

led the contingent of  local swim-
mers Saturday as she placed sec-
ond in a pair of  events and
added two more top-five efforts
during the Waterdawg Sprint
Meet hosted by Celina at Jay
County High School.
The effort from the senior led

the FRHS girls to a fourth-place
finish out of  a dozen teams
while Jay County’s girls were
ninth. The Patriot boys placed
sixth out of  11 with Fort Recov-
ery in 10th.

Kaup was the runner-up in
the 50-yard freestyle, trailing
Jenna Downey of  Bluffton
(Ohio) by just 0.16 seconds
with her time of  28.52 seconds.
She was also second in the 50
backstroke while taking third
place in the 50 freestyle and
fifth place in the 50 breast-
stroke.
Freshman Cooper Glentzer

highlighted the day for the Jay
County boys as he finished
fourth in the 50 butterfly and
eighth in the 50 backstroke.
Brooklyn Byrum, also a fresh-
man, was 10th for the Patriot
girls in the 50 butterfly.
Caleb Smith led the FRHS

boys with a 12th-place finish in
the 50 breaststroke.

Willis second
KENDALLVILLE — Tatiana

Willis led the third-ranked Jay
County High School girls
wrestling team Saturday as it
competed at the East Noble Invi-
tational.
Willis, wrestling at 110 pounds,

took second place for the short-
handed Patriots. Emily Manor
(140) and Amara Crawford (190)
added third-place efforts.
Also finishing in the top five

for JCHS were Lina Lingo (135)
in fourth and Brenna Ruble (115)
and Maleah Parson (145) in fifth.

Trio leads Jay to runner-up finish
Local 
roundup

Continued from page 8
A couple of  late buckets

from Schwieterman and
Amelia Heath had Jay
County back within five at
halftime, but the Indians
continued to be effective
after the break. They
pushed to a 13-point advan-
tage at the end of  the third
quarter and added runs of
7-0 and 9-0 to push ahead by
as many as 29 in the fourth.
While Fort Recovery (2-

4) relied on its full-court
pressure to force
turnovers, it turned to
Cameron Muhlenkamp to
limit Schwieterman in the
half  court. Cameron Muh-
lenkamp heavily shaded
Schwieterman in an effort
to take away any drives to
her right and generally
limited her opportunities.
Schwieterman, who came

into the game averaging
20.3 points, was limited to
four in the first half  and
finished with 13.
“She obviously runs

their offense a lot. She’s
their main scorer,” said
Cameron Muhlenkamp. “I
knew that in order to win
this game I was going to
have to limit her … What
coach tells us to do is force
them left, get a hand in
their face, and that’s what I
did. …
“She’s obviously a

strong player, so she is able
to go left and right, but
most girls are a lot weaker
on their left side, so if  I
kept her to the left, put a
hand in her face, she could-
n't take that deep shot and
it was a little bit harder for
her to take a drive …”
The other area of  domi-

nance for the Indians was
the glass. They out-
rebounded Jay County 49-
29 including grabbing 21
offensive boards that led
to 18 more field-goal
opportunities. Karlie
Niekamp had a team-high
13 rebounds, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp grabbed a
dozen and Makenna Huel-
skamp finished with 10.
Extra possessions

helped the Indians have
their best offensive output
of  the year — their previ-
ous scoring high came in a
50-39 win over Indian Lake
— with Bridgett Homan
(15), Huelskamp (11) and
Niekamp (10) joining
Kennedy Muhlenkamp in
double figures.
“That obviously is

huge,” said Dietsch. “We
had a size advantage. They

had the tallest girl out on
the floor, but whenever
she had to come off  the
floor and they went with
that smaller group, that
was definitely an empha-
sis for us … crash the
boards, get every second-
chance point that we
could, and really focus on
boxing out and not giving
them any second opportu-
nities.
“That was a big focus for

us over the last couple
days preparing for this
game … More so than our
size it was how aggressive
and physical we could go
after those boards …”
Schwieterman’s 13

points were the team high
for the Patriots. Sibray fol-
lowed with 11, eight of
which came in the first
half.

Defense ...
Jay County Patriots

at Fort Recovery Indians

Girls varsity summary

Jay County (3-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Sibray 4-14 0-0 11
Newton 0-1 0-0 0
Schwietrmn 5-14 2-2 13
Hummer 0-1 0-0 0
Petro 1-5 0-0 0
Skirvin 1-1 0-0 2
Brunswick 0-4 0-0 0
May 0-5 0-0 0
Heath 1-3 2-4 4
Totals 12-48 4-6 32

.250 .667
Def. rebound percentage: .475

Fort Recovery (2-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

CMuhlnkmp 2-7 0-0 5
Niekamp 2-9 6-6 10
Schmitz 1-3 0-0 2
Bihn 0-2 0-0 0
Tobe 0-1 0-0 0
Huelskamp 5-13 0-0 11
Homan 6-16 1-2 15
KMuhlnkmp 6-15 3-6 16
Totals 22-66 10-14 59

.333 .714
Def. rebound percentage: .737

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 13 6 9 4 —32
FRHS 14 10 17 18—59

3-point shooting: Jay County
Sibray 3-7, Schwieterman 1-6, May 0-
4, Petro 0-3, Newton 0-1, Hummer 0-
1, Brunswick (0-1). Fort Recovery 5-
27 (Huelskamp 2-9, CMuhlenkamp
1-4, KMuhlenkamp 1-5, Huelskamp
1-8, Niekamp 0-1).

Rebounds: Jay County 29
(Brunswick 6, Heath 6, Petro 5, team
5, Hummer 2, May 2, Sibray, Newton,
Schwieterman). Fort Recovery 49
(Niekamp 13, KMuhlenkamp 12,
Huelskamp 10, Homan 6, Bihn 3,
CMuhlenkamp 2, Schmitz, Tobe,
team).

Assists: Jay County 4 (Schwieter-
man 2, Brunswick, Heath). Fort
Recovery 8 (Niekamp 2, CMuh-
lenkamp 2, Huelskamp, Homan,
KMuhlenkamp).

Blocks: Jay County 4 (Schwiter-
man 2, Heath 2). Fort Recovery 4
(Schmitz, Huelskamp, Homan. KMuh-
lenkamp).

Personal fouls: Jay County 11 (May
3, Schweiterman 2, Hummer 2, Petro
2, Sibray, Brunswick). Fort Recovery
6 (Homan 2, CMuhlenkamp,
Niekamp, Schmitz, Tobe).

Turnovers: Northeastern 12. Jay
County 29.

Box score

Continued from page 8
Despite only giving up

one field goal — a Griffin
3-pointer — Fort Recov-
ery’s comeback came up
short due to strong free
throw shooting. The
Patriots went 16-of-21 at
the charity stripe in the
fourth quarter to put the
game away.
“When you have that

lead, what you want to do
is get the floor spread,
look for the ball to be in
the hands of  your three
guards,” Bomholt said.
“For us, that’s the three
guys, over the years, that
have been the best free

throw shooters. The
three of  them collectively
hit 15 out of  16. It’s not
perfect but it’s pretty
close.”
Both teams also got

some strong production
from a sophomore for-
ward. Jutte put up a solid
game for the Indians
with a team-high 16
points, while pulling
down six rebounds and
blocking two shots. Eli
Petro provided a little
spark for the Patriots,
scoring nine points in
his first start.
JCHS will have a full

week to prepare for its

next game against sec-
tional-rival New Castle,
while the Tribe will trav-
el to Fort Loramie later
today.
“That’s the score we

wanted, but we wanted to
be on the other end of  it,”
Leverett said. “We’ll get
back after it on Tuesday
and we won’t have to face
that 1-2-2 with all that
length. … We’re just get-
ting our legs under us.
We’ll go to Fort Loramie
on Tuesday. They’ll be
very physical but they’ll
play a man defense and I
think that will benefit us
a little bit more.”

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys wrestling quad
meet – 6 p.m.; Girls wrestling quad
meet – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball (varsity
only) at Muncie Central – 6:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high girls basketball vs. Elwood – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at
Fort Loramie – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys
basketball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.;

Middle school girls basketball at Marion
Local – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Miami
at Tennessee (ESPN); North Dakota State
at Butler (FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA: Orlando Magic at Mil-
waukee Bucks (TNT)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Albany at
Syracuse (ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Provi-
dence at DePaul (FS1)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Michigan
at Arkansas (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Fresno State at USC (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at
Oklahoma City Thunder (TNT)

10 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Van-
couver Canucks (FDSN Indiana)

11 p.m. — College basketball: Eastern
Washington at Washington (BTN)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Girls high school basketball:

John Marshall vs. Wheeling Park (FOX)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Miami at Tennessee (ESPN); North
Dakota State at Butler (FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Atlanta
Hawks at New York Knicks (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL Hockey: New York
Rangers at Buffalo Sabres (TNT)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Albany at Syracuse (ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Providence at DePaul (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Michigan at Arkansas (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Fresno State at USC (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Gold-
en State Warriors at Houston Rockets
(TNT)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Eastern Washington at Washing-
ton (BTN)

Local notes
Grand re-opening

The Indiana Basketball Hall of
Fame has announced its grand re-
opening.

The ceremony will be held at 2
p.m. on Dec. 12 at 408 Trojan Lane,
New Castle, Indiana.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Response ...
Jay County Patriots vs.
Fort Recovery Indians

Boys varsity summary

Fort Recovery (0-1)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Overman 3-12 7-10 15
Post 2-5 0-0 6
Jutte 7-15 1-2 16
Barga 2-3 1-2 5
Dilworth 1-4 0-0 3
Evers 0-4 1-2 1
Fortkamp 4-9 3-4 13
Klenke 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 19-53 13-20 59

.358 .650
Def. rebound percentage: .692

Jay County (2-2)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Comer 1-3 4-4 6

Fugiett 0-1 0-0 0
Petro 4-6 1-3 9
Dirksen 0-0 0-0 0
Forthofer 3-7 0-2 6
Phillips 4-7 1-2 9
Griffin 4-8 5-6 15
Swoveland 6-11 6-6 19
Totals 22-43 17-23 64

.512 .739
Def. rebound percentage: .675

Score by quarters:
Ft. Rec. 15 10 11 23—59
Jay Co. 13 13 19 19—64

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery 8-
25 (Post 2-5, Fortkamp 2-5, Over-
man 2-7, Jutte 1-3, Dilworth 1-4,
Klenke 0-1). Jay County 3-9 (Griffin
2-3, Swoveland 1-2, Fugiett 0-1,
Comer 0-1).
Rebounds: Fort Recover 31 (Barga

9, Jutte 6, Evers 5, Team 5, Overman
4, Post 2). Jay County 35 (Team 8,
Comer 7, Forthofer 7, Griffin 7, Phillips
2, Swoveland 2, Fugiett, Petro).

Assists: Fort Recovery 7 (Barga 4,
Jutte, Dilworth, Fortkamp). Jay County
7 (Comer 3, Griffin 2, Swoveland 2).

Blocks: Fort Recovery 3 (Jutte 2,
Overman). Jay County 3 (Fugiett,
Petro, Swoveland).

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery 19
(Barga 4, Fortkamp 4, Jutte 3, Evers
3, Overman 2, Post, Dilworth, Klenke).
Jay County 20 (Petro 4, Griffin 4,
Phillips 2, Swoveland 3, Fugiett 2,
Dirksen 2, Comer, Forthofer).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery 10. Jay
County 12.

Box score
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AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF REDKEY
LOOKING FOR a full
time Utility worker. Hours
are 7-3:30 p.m. Duties
will be to assist with
water/sewer department.
Pick up applications at
the city building in Red-
key.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

170 PETS

IF VETERINARY CARE
IS unavailable or unaf-
fordable, ask Happy Jack
animal healthcare prod-
ucts. For dogs, horses, &
cats. At Tractor Supply.  
 AG RENTAL Spreaders:

BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial

Review

CALL

726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS
COLUMN

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Office of

Jay County Drainage Board
Notice of Hearing Regarding
Combining Salamonia River

Watershed
Notice is hereby given by the
Jay County Drainage Board
that a hearing will be held to
combine the Eugene Franks
Watershed into the Salamonia
River Watershed on Decem-
ber 23, 2024 at 9:15am in the
Auditorium, Jay County
Courthouse, Portland, Indi-
ana, at which time the follow-
ing will be considered:

1. Combine for purpose of
maintenance into the Salamo-
nia River Watershed all legal
drains (both open and tile) of
the above watershed.

2. All funds in the above
watershed will be combined
into the Salamonia River Wa-
tershed monies to create one
fund from which work will be
performed.

3. The assessment rate of
the above watershed will be
adjusted to the Plot ($20.00)
and Acre ($2.00) rate of the
Salamonia River Watershed. 

4. That the maintenance
report of the Jay County Sur-
veyor and the schedule of as-
sessments made by said
Board relating to the above
mentioned drain have been
filed and are available in the
office of the Jay County Sur-
veyor.
Jay County Drainage Board

Chad Aker
CR 12-10-2024, 
NS 12-11-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Office of

Jay County Drainage Board
Notice of Hearing Regarding
Combining Salamonia River

Watershed
Notice is hereby given by the
Jay County Drainage Board
that a hearing will be held to
combine the Little Salamonia
Watershed into the Salamonia
River Watershed on Decem-
ber 23, 2024 at 9:15am in the
Auditorium, Jay County
Courthouse, Portland, Indi-
ana, at which time the follow-
ing will be considered:

1. Combine for purpose of
maintenance into the Salamo-
nia River Watershed all legal
drains (both open and tile) of
the above watershed.

2. All funds in the above
watershed will be combined
into the Salamonia River Wa-
tershed monies to create one
fund from which work will be
performed.

3. The assessment rate of
the above watershed will be
adjusted to the Plot ($20.00)
and Acre ($2.00) rate of the
Salamonia River Watershed. 

4. That the maintenance
report of the Jay County Sur-
veyor and the schedule of as-
sessments made by said
Board relating to the above
mentioned drain have been
filed and are available in the
office of the Jay County Sur-
veyor.
Jay County Drainage Board

Chad Aker
CR 12-10-2024, 
NS 12-11-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of Redkey, Jay County, Indiana that the proper
legal officers will consider the following additional appropriations in excess of the budget for
the current year at their regular meeting place at the Redkey Park Cabin, Moody Street Redkey
Indiana on December 23, 2024 at 6:00 P.M.
FUND NAME: LINE-ITEM NUMBER & TITLE AMOUNT REQUESTED
PARK OPERATING FUND 2204 Category 3 - Other Services & Charges $2,000.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $2,000.00
PARK CLEANING FUND 2211 Category 3 - Other Services & Charges $4,000.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $4,000.00
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND 24OO Category L - Personal Services $201,875.32

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $201,875.32
EDIT FUND 4436 Category 4 - Capital Expenditures $16,100.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION $16,100.00
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard. The additional appropria-
tions as finally made will be referred to the Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF).
The DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appro-
priations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action taken.

Gloria May
Clerk/Treasurer

CR 12-10-2024 -HSPAXLP
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Things couldn’t have gone

much worse for the Patriots on
Friday night.
They couldn’t find any offen-

sive rhythm, they got torched
by Trey Yoder and when Wood-
lan did miss a shot, they could-
n’t pull in the rebound.
The next day was a different

story.
The Jay County High School

boys basketball team bounced
back from its 16-point loss on
Friday by beating the Fort
Recovery Indians 64-59 on Sat-
urday.
“I thought they responded

really well,” said JCHS coach
Jerry Bomholt. “We had a good
walk-through this morning. I
think they were very attentive.
“It’s one game. I want to see

this six or seven games in a
row. If  we see that then we can
say we arrived, at least a little
bit. Right now, we’re not even
in the door, but it was a lot bet-
ter. It was the best performance
of  the four games, no ques-
tion.”
The win pulled the Patriots’

record to an even 2-2 with a win
at home against Elwood and
losses on the road to Richmond
and Woodlan.
On the other hand, the game

was the season opener for the
Indians. While Fort Recovery
couldn’t pull off  its third con-
secutive victory against the
Patriots, coach Bob Leverette
liked what he saw in the opener.
“It was a gritty performance,

didn’t quit, proud of  the kids
but just needed to hit some
shots down the stretch,” Lev-
erette said. “But happy with
our effort. … A big game and
going against that 1-2-2 with

their length, that’s a tough
matchup to play your first game
in. But I’m really happy with
our kids’ performance.”
The first half  was played

close with seven lead changes.
Fort Recovery owned the
largest lead of  the half  at eight
points after Colson Post hit a
three and Grant Fortkamp

scored off  of  a steal in the back-
court to open the second quar-
ter.
Trailing 21-13, Bomholt

called a timeout to try and get

his team back on track. Shortly
after, Gradin Swoveland — who
finished as the game’s leading
scorer with 19 points — hit a
pull up jumper to start chip-
ping into the lead. On the next
play, Swoveland stole the ball
away and raced down to the
other end of  the floor for a
dunk that got the crowd
involved in the game.
“Everyone gets pumped

about a dunk, I mean that’s just
basketball,” said Swoveland,
who bounced back after only
scoring eight points on three
field goals against Woodlan.
“With them having the lead, I
think that just switched the
momentum and it gave us the
energy to take the lead back
and not give it up.”
The Tribe called their first

timeout following the slam, but
JCHS tied the game at 21 with
back-to-back buckets by Aiden
Phillips.
A 3-pointer from Braylon Dil-

worth and a free throw by
Breaker Jutte reclaimed the
lead for FRHS, but it flipped
back to Jay County before the
intermission as Tucker Griffin
put home a three assisted by
Swoveland and scored on a
drive.
Jay County established an

advantage in the third quarter,
outsourcing the Indians 19-11.
The Patriots hit 9-of-10 shots in
the quarter, including three
shots from Cole Forthofer,
while only turning the ball over
four times.
Fort Recovery started to

make a comeback, hitting four
threes, five free throws and get-
ting six points inside the paint
from Jutte, but they couldn’t
slow down the Patriots enough. 

See Response page 7

Strong response

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY —

Alexis Sibray started out
on fire.
Once she cooled off  and

the Indians were able to
implement their defensive
strategy, the trajectory of
the game flipped.
Fort Recovery High

School’s girls basketball
team forced 21 turnovers
with its pressure defense,
Cameron Muhlenkamp
limited Jay County leading
scorer Hallie Schwieter-
man and the Indians domi-
nated the glass for a 59-32
victory over the Patriots.
“We’re playing really

well right now,” said FRHS
coach Tyler Dietsch. “Our
last couple games, we made
some adjustments and
things are really coming
together for us. Defensive-
ly, we’re able to put some
pressure on and it leads to
easy offensive opportuni-
ties for us. Everything just
feeds off  of  that.”
After playing well in the

opening quarter, Jay Coun-
ty (3-4) gave the ball away
eight times in the second. It
was 0-for-5 with five
turnovers before Schwi-
eterman recorded its first
points of  the period on free
throws.
The Patriots continued

to struggle to find consis-
tent offense in the second
half, getting outscored 35-
13.
“If  we could have played

four quarters like we
played the first two, I think
we would have been in a
position to possibly win it,”
said JCHS coach Sherri
McIntire, whose team suf-

fered its third consecutive
loss. “Two things that are
so important to basketball
— rebound and turnovers
— we’re not very good at
either one of  those right
now. …
“They just pointed out

our weaknesses. Obviously
they killed us on the
boards. …
“Turnovers too. We’re

just not being very funda-
mentally sound right now.”
Sibray hit a pair of  3-

pointers for the Patriots as
they built a 12-6 lead, but

the game shifted after
Kennedy Muhlenkamp (16
points) hit a pair of  free
throws with 2:51 remaining
in the opening period.
Finally able to get into its
full-court pressure defense
— Fort Recovery sought to
force the ball to the side-
lines for a trap and then
take away the pass back to
the middle — the home
team closed the quarter on
an 8-1 run and then scored
the first eight points of  the
second to take control.

See Defense page 7

Defense, boards
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Sports
Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Patriots wrestlers host
three rivals tonight,
see Sports on tap

Kaup strong for FR
in Celina spring meet,

see Local roundup

Jay bounces back with win over Indians

FR girls get
turnovers,
own glass
to defeat

Jay County

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Kennedy Muhlenkamp of Fort Recovery
High School drives past Jay County’s Alexis Sibray
during the first quarter Saturday afternoon. Sibray
scored seven of the Patriots’ first dozen points
while Muhlenkamp totaled a game-high 16 to lead
the Indians to a 59-32 victory.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School freshman Eli Petro drives to the rim off of a baseline-out-of-
bounds play during Saturday’s 64-59 victory over the Fort Recovery Indians. Petro scored nine
points and blocked a shot in his first career start.


